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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


Tucfdtiy^  Nevemhtr  20 f    1798. 

JrilS  Majcfty,  being  fcated  on  the  Thronct  adorned  with  His 
Crown  and  ]^egal  Ornaments,  and  attended  by  )||s  officers  of  Stare 
(xhe  Lords  being  iri  their  robes),,  commanded  the  Gentleman  Ufhcr 
of  the  Black  Rod  to  let  the  Commons  know.  '*  It  is  His  Ma- 
**  jefty's  pleafure  they  attend  him  immediately,  in  this  Houfc.** 

Who  beir^  come  ^irh  their  Speaker, 
*  His  Majefly  was  pleafed  to  fp^k  as  ^jllows : 

My  Lords,  and  Gentknoen; 

Thi  events  winch  have  taken  place  in  the  courfe  of  the  preftnt  year^ 
emi  tht  fiffud  fucetfs  which,  if  the  ileffing  of  Pr&uiJence^  has  at^ 
tended  n^  armSf  have  been  frodu^ivc  of  the  happieji  confequences,  and 
have  effiniialLy  pnmeiul  the  profferity  and  glory  if  our  country* 

V91..YIL  ^   B 
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The  unexmnpkd  ftries  of  our  naval  triumphs  has  ncesved  fre/b 
fpUndor  from  the  metnorabk  and  dectjive  aSfion  in  which  a  detachment 
of  my  fleets  under  the  command  of  ^Rear  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon^  at- 
tacked and  almofl  totally  deflroyed  a  fuperior  force  of  the  efiemy^ftrength^ 
ened  by  every  advantage  of  Jituation  :  by  this  great  and  brilliant  vic- 
tory^ an  ehterprize  of  which  the  injujlice,  perfidy,  and  extravagance,, 
had  fixed  the  attention  of  the  world,  and  which  was  peculiarly  direBed 
againji  fome  of  the  moji  valuable  interefls  of  the  Britifl)  empire,  has,  in 
thefirft  injiance,  been  turned  to  the  confufion  of  its  authors  :  and  the 
How  thus  given  to  the  power  and  influence  of  France  has  afforded  an 
opening  which,  if  improved  by  fui table  exertions  on  the  part  of  other 
powers,  may  lead  to  the  general  deliverance  of  Europe. 

The  wifdom  and  magnanimity  fo  eminently  difplayed  at  this  conjunct 
ture  by  the  Emperor  of  Raffia,  and  the  decifion  and  vigor  of  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  have  fhewn  that  thofe  powers  are  impreffed  with  a  juji  fenfe  of 
the  prefent  crifis;  and  their  example,  joined  to  the  difpofition  manifejkd 
ahnofi  univerfally  in  the  different  countries  ftruggUng  under  the  yoke  of 
France,  mufi  be  a  powerful  encouragement  to  other  States  to  adopt  that 
vigorous  line  of  conduSt,  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  alone  con- 
fijlent  with  fecurity  or  honor. 

The  extent  of  our  preparations  at  home,  and  the  demonfirations  of 
zeal  and  fpirit  among  all  ranks  of  my  fubjeSfs,  have  deterred  the  enemy 
frcm  attempting  to  execute  their  vain  threat  of  invading  the  coafls  if 
this  kingdom* 

In  Ireland  the  rebellion  which  they  had  infiigated  has  been  curbed 
and  reprefjcd ;  the  troops  which  they  landed  for  its  fupport  have  been 
cbmpelled  to  furrendcr  ;  and  the  armaments  ftnce  dcftinedfor  the  fame 
purpofe  have,  by  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  my  fquadrons,  been  cap^ 
tured  or  difperfed.  The  views  and  principles  of  thofe  who,  in  concert 
with  our  inveterate  enemy,  have  long  planned  the  fubverfion  of  our  Con» 
ftitution,  have  been  fully  deteifed  and  expofed,  and  their  treafons  made 
manifefi  to  the  world.  Thofe  whom  they  had  mified  or  f educed  mufi 
now  be  awakened  to  their  duty  ;  and  ajujl  fenfe  of  the  miferies  and 
horrors  which  thefe  traitorous  defigns  have  produced,  mujl  imprefs  on 
the  minds  of  all  my  faithful  fubjeBs  the  necefftty  qf  continuing  to  repel 
with  firmnefs  every  attack  on  the  laws  and  ejiabli/bed  government  of 
their  country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

Under  the  unavoidable  preffure  of  protraBed  war,  it  is  a  great  fa-- 
tisfaSiioTt  to  me  to  ohjerve,  that  the  produce  of  the  public  revenue  has 
Droved  fully  adequate  t^  the  increaje  of  our  permanent  expenditure  ;  that 
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the  national  credit  has  been  maintained  and  improved;  and  that  tlje 
commerce  and  induftry  of  mj  JuhjeBs  have  continued  to  increaje  and 
Jlourifh  in  a  degree  hitherto  unknown. 

The  fttuation  in-  which  we  are  placed^  unhappily  renders  the  con* 

tlnuance  of  heavy  expemetindlfpenfabk  for  the  pullic  fafety.      But  the 

Jiate  of  our  refources,  amd  the  good  fenfe  and  public  fpirit  which 

prevail  through  every  part  of  my  kingdom^  willy  I  trujl^  enable  you  to 

provide  the  necejjary  fupplics  without  ejfential  inconvenience  to  my  people ^ 

and  with  as  little  addition  as  pojpble  to  the  permanent  burdens  of  tlye 

State.      The  progrefs  made  towards  fuch   a  fyjlem  by  the  meafures 

adopted  in  the  lajt  fejjion^  and  the  aid  given  to  public  credit  by  the  plan 

for  the  redemption  nf  the  land  tax^   have  been  attended  with  the  mofl 

beneficial  effects  ^  which  you  willy  I  am  pcrfuadedy  omit  no  opportunity  to 

confirm  and  improve. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

« 

I  rely  with  confidence  on  the  continuance  of  your  exertions  to  enable 
me  ultimately  to  conduct  the  gn^at  conteji  in  which  we  are  engaged  to  a 
fafe  and  honourable  conclufion. 

We  have  furmounted  many  and  great  difficulties.  Our  perfever* 
once  in  a  jujl  caufe  has  been  rewarded  with  difiinguifl)ed  fuccefs ; 
and  our  prefent  fituation^  compared  with  that  of  other  countries, 
fufficiently  prcme  how  much^  in  a  period  of  general  danger  and  cala^ 
mity,  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  the  Britifl)  nation  have  depended 
(under  the  blejfing  of  Prtfuidence)  on  its  own  conflancy,  its  energy ,  and 
its  virtue. 

His  Majcfty  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  then  retired  ;  and 
after  the  fpeech  had  been  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  the  wool- 
fack,  and  the  Clerk  at  the  table. 

Lord  CLIFTON  (Earl  of  Darnley  in  Ireland)  rofc,  and  fpokc 
as  follows : — My  Lords,  the  difficulty  of  doing  jufticc  to  the  ex- 
traordinary and  brillii^nt  circumf^ances  of  the  prefent  moment, 
added  to  the  convi(f)ion  that  I  have  no  claim  to  that  indulgence 
which  you  have  always  (hewn  to  rhofe  who,  on  former  occafions  of 
a  limilar  nature,  have  fpoken  in  this  place  for  the  firft  time,  would 
almoft  induce  me  to  repent  of  the  tafk  I  had  impofcd  on  myfelf  in 
the  moment  of  its  execution  ;  and  I  (hould  rife  with  peculiar  dif- 
fidence and  embarraffment  if  I  was  not  well  afllired  that  every 
word  that  can  be  uttered,  however  weak  and  inadequate, — every 
fcntiment  that  can  be  cxprcfled,  however  deficient  in  energy  and 

Bz 


4  PARUAME^ARY,    .  [JiO«il4, 

I 

foroe, — ^muft  neceflarily  accord  with  the  ftelings  of  evcty  moii  who 
hears  me,  and  wfao  rejoices  ivich  his  Sovereign  in  ahnouncing  the 
glories  of  this  aufpicious  day— For  who  is  there  among  any  deferip^ 
tion  of  His  Majefty's  fubjedU  who  docs  not  feel  that  this  is  indeed 
a  proud  day  for  his  country  ?  Who  is  there  who  does  not  exult  in 
the  convidion  that  no  Monarch  who  ever  fat  on  that  Throne  has 
ever  had  fuch  an  opportunity  of  giving  and  receiving  congratulation$ 
from  his  faithful  people,  faithful  to  him  and  to  themfelves,  emerg.- 
ing  with  fplendour  frjm  thofe  difficulties  with  which  they  have  been 
fo  lor^  furrounded,  and  reaping  the  fruits  of  their  (Ic^dy  perfever- 
ance  in  a  juft  and  righteous  caufe  I  Who  is  there,  I  fay,  whp 
does  not  feel  his  own  perfonal  pride  gratified  in  the  triumphs  of  Hi^ 
Majefty's  arms  with  which  the  remoteft  Ihorcs  of  the  world  re- 
found,  proclaiming  their  own  deliverance  and  protection,  and  haiU 
ing  the  matchlefs  prowcfs  of  the  Britifh  navy  ?  Under  thcfe  im« 
preflions,  and'Certain,  at  lea(^,  that  my  fubje^  will  be  grateful  to  my 
hearers^  I  (hall  proceed  with  much  fatisfadion  to  a  confideratior^ 
of  the  diflcrcnt  topics  of  His  Majefty's  fpeech,  on  which  the  ad- 
drcfs  I  (hall  have  the  honour  to  move  will  be  {bunded  :  and  al- 
though on  former  occaHons  it  may  fometimes  have  been  ofojedcd, 
with  reafon,  that  the  addneft  has  been  too  much  the  echo  of  the 
fpeech,  on  this- 1  am  perfuadcd  I  (hall  moft  efiediually  enfure  yomr 
unanimous  approbation  and  concurrence  by  adhering  as  doiely  as 
poflible  both  to  the  letter  and  the  fptrit  of  His  Majel^'s  gracious^ 
communication.  On  fuch  a  thtme,  it  may  almoft  be  faid  that 
words  can  never  be  wanted  to  ex[»'efs  the  filings  which  it  natu- 
rally infpires,  and  that  **  Dtcendi  caufa  talis  ohlata  eji^  inpidoratU 
nemini  deeffi  poteft. 

I  do  not  feel  it  nece(rary  in  this  place  to  dwell  lotig  on  the  -ge- 
neral fubje£t  contained  in  the  opening  of  the  fpeech ;  pfcrfuaded,  as 
I  am,  that  every  man  mu(t  agree  cordially  with  His  Majefty,  that 
the  fuccefles  of  his  arms  have  been  great  and  glorious,  and  have 
materially  conduced  to  the  honour  and  profpcrity  of  our  country  : 
and  I  (hall  pafs  on  rapidly  to  that  great  event  which  demands  our 
(irll  and  warmcft  congratulations,  in  which  I  am  fure  the  hearts  of 
every  one  of  your  Lordihips  have  anticipated  me,— the  fplendid 
and  important  vi(9ory  obtained  by  the  fleet  under  the  command  oi 
Lord  Nelfon  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile.  This  event  is  fo  tranfcen- 
dent  in  its  nature,  fo  eminently  brilliant  and  decifive  in  its  execu- 
tion, and  fo  important  in  its  confequences,  that  much  as  it  has  al- 
ready been  celebrated  by  the  united  voice  of  the  firiti(h  empii^e,  and 
of  the  whole  world  itfelf,  I  feel  it  is  a  topic  that  can  never  fatiate 
or  dif(|uict  \  and  that  on  this  foft  public  opportunity  of  defcanting  on 


Nov.  io.]  DEBATES.  g 

it»  merits,  I  fliould  do  ds  Ultte  joftice  to  the  fedin^s  of  the  Houfe  as 

to  my  o^n»  if  I  fiiould  forbear  to  beftow  pn  it  mj  fullj  thou^  iii- 

adeqiiate  tribute  of  adtniration  and  applaufe.     The  other  naval- 

triumphs  which  have  dK^ifiguiflied  die  annals  <^  the  prefent  war^ 

unrivaled  as  they  have  been  in  the  hiftery  of  this  or  any  othef  na^ 

tion,  are  yet  in  fonie  points  peculiar  to  this  great  atehi^v^menf, 

rclipfcd  by  its  fupferior  luftre^  while,  in  another  point  of  viewi  it 

may  be  faid  to  have  added  additional  fplendor  to  tben>,  by  filling  ijp 

the  little  that  was  wanting  to  complete  the  meafure  of  our  naval 

fame.      For  in  tliis  inflanee,  at  lea(l,  no  fuperiority  of  feam«nflHp 

or  manceuvering  on  our  patt,  no  wantof  every  pofiible  advatitige  of 

force  and  preparation  againd  attack,  on  the  part  of  the  cfiemy,  can 

ht  alledged  by  them  as  a  palliation  of  the  moft  coinplete  and  flgnal 

overthrow  that  any  defci-iption  of  force  has  ever  received  by  fea  ot 

land.      It  has  proved  beyond  the  poflibillty  of  difpute,  that  to  fucH 

officets  and  to  fuch  men,  aduated  by  no  motive  but  that  of  thelt 

own  and  their  country's  glory,  combining  the  ntoft  confumniale 

(kill  with  the  mod  nlatchlefs  intrepidity,  the  fteady  coolilefs  of  tht 

mod  prudent  caution  with  the  apparent  temerity  of  the  mdft  it)knan- 

tic  enterprize,  the  tigid  reftraints  of  difcipline  With  perfedt  coiifi*^ 

dende  in  chiefs  whom  they  adoted^   and  led  to  battle  bjr  a  man 

whoTe  itame  will  be  ledorded  among  the  greateft  commanders  that 

the  world  has  ever  produced^  ilothing  is  impoffible ;  and  that  fuch 

qualities  as  thpfe  united  in  a  Britifh  fleet  are  nhfoiutefy  irrefiJHhU* 

In  (horty  my  Lords,  (left  I  Ihould  be  led  away  by  fo  copious  and 

pleafing  a  fubjed^  oh  the  one  head,  to  trefpafs  too  long  dtl  your  psia> 

tience,  and,  on  the  ather>  appear  td  hd^rd  the  vain  attetnpt  of  illuf*- 

trating  \ff  the  pomp  of  words  an  sichievemetit  to  which  no  wordi 

can  do  adequate  juftice,)  I  (hall  iiim  up  every  thing  that  cart  be 

laid  on  the  fubje£l  in  an  aflertion  which  I  make  with  cdnfidencc***** 

that  the  exploits  performed  by  the  Britifh  fleet  on  the  fifft  of  laft 

Abguft,  is  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory  of  any  age  or  country.     For 

bn  what  occafioti  have  fo  many  driFerent  glories  diftinguiflied  anjr 

one  a6Hdn  by  fba  or  land  ?     When  has  fuch  dauntlefs  Intrepidity 

appeaifed  in  any  attack^  fuch  fleady  valeur  in  any  conteft  ?     When 

Aas  the  deftruAion  of  the  enemy,  of  whatever  defcription,  been  fo 

total  artd  fp  complete  ?     When  have  courage,  condi»£l,  piety,  and 

liMefty  been  fo  ftrikingly  difplayed  in  the  kadcr;  fubordi nation, 

unanimity^  and  intrepidity,  in  thofe  he  led  to  glory  ?     Wh^n, 

finally,  have  fo  many  important  confequences  rafulted  from  an^ 

•ne  event  ?  This  laft  confideration  would  naturally  lead  me  to  another 

pairt  of  ray  fubjeA,  if  1  could  difmifs  the  glorious  topic  of  the  Brt«> 

tSh  aavy^  without  calling  your  Lordfhtps'  attention  to  other  victories 
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which  have  been  gained  by  His  Majefiy's  fleets  fince  laft  we  met 
in  this  place,  and  which,  though  loft  in  tome  degree  in  the  fupe* 
rior  refplendency  of  the  memorable  iirft  of  Auguft,  are  yet  highlf 
important  in  themfelves,  and  honourable  to  thofe  who  (hared  in 
them.  For  no  one  who  confiders  the  alarming  and  dangerous  ftate 
in  which  Ireland  has  fo  lately  been,  or  the  difficult  and  delicate 
circitoftances  of  its  prefent  fituation,  will  fail  to  eftimate  very 
highly  the  fervices  rendered  by  Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  and  the  other 
officers  and  men  who  contributed  to  the  deftrudion  of  the  fecond 
armament  deffined  for  that  country ;  though,  doubtlefs,  if  it  had 
efie6led  a  landing,  it  would  have  experienced  the  fate  of  the  ijrft. 
But,  my  Lords,  it  would  be  both  invidious  and  unjuft  to  felcA  par- 
ticular objcds  of  praife  among  our  gallant  officers  and  men,  who 
have  been  enabled  to  render  efTential  fervices  to  their  country,  by 
having  met  with  enemies  to  encounter,  and  vi^ries  to  gain ;  af* 
fured  as  we  mud  be,' that  there  are  few,  if  any,  among  this  valuable 
defcription  of  men,  who  would  not,  under  fimilar  circumftancc^ 
have  contributed  equally  to  their  own  and  their  country's  glory*  I 
Ihould  wi(h,  if  poffible,  in  addreffing  your  Lordfliips,  to  avoid  any 
thing  like  a  prade  of  words,  or  attempt  at  declamation  ;  but  who 
can  avoid  a  degree  of  warmth  and  enthuiiafm  on  the  fubjed  of  our 
invincible  navy ^*  the  bulwark  of  our  empire,  the  fafeguard  of  our 
commerce,  the  ever- watchful  guardian  of  our  free  and  happy  (hores 
-*the  prote£Uon  of  our  allies,  the  terror  of  our  enemies,  and  the 
admiration  of  the  world^Manned  br  feamen,  whom  no  diffidul- 
ties  can  difcourage,  no  dangers  can  appal ;  and  condudled  by  offi- 
cers whofe  lowcft  merit  is  ikilful  intrepidity  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
but  who,  in  their  a<Sive  and  laborious  profeflions,  endure  a  painful 
and  unceafing  anxiety  and  exertions  of  mind  and  body,  which  no 
gratitude  of  their  country,  no  remuneration  which  (he  can  beftow 
can  ever  fufficiently  repay  ? 

'Your  Lordfhips  will  forgive  me,  I  am  convinced,  if  in  cele- 
brating this  pre-eminently  triumphant  period  of  their  well-earned 
glories,  I  am  tempted  to  give  way  to  my  feelings  beyond  the  prc- 
cife  limits  of  my  fubjedl,  and  to  exprefs  a  hope  that  the  time  is 
not  far  diftant,  when  thofe  men,  to  whom  their  country  owes  fo 
much,  will  never  be  reduced  to  a  fituation  of  penuary  and  want, 
when  their  fervices  arc  no  longer  called  for.  In  introducing  this 
fubjcQ,  I  have,  perhaps,  been  irregular,  and  (hall  forbear  to  prefs 
it :  but  your  Lord  (hips  will  readily  agree  with  me,  that  no  man 
can  fupix>rt  the  charafler  and  appearance  of  a  gentleman  on  the 
half  pay  of  a  Lieutenant :  and  I  am  convinced  tlic  people  of  thi^ 
country,  great  as  they  may  feel  the  weight  of  their  burdens,  would 
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moft  gladly  and  chearfully  contribute  to  niake  the  fitusltion  of  thofe 
men  comfortable  to  whom  they  know  they  are  indebted  in  a  great 
meafure  for  the  many  bleiTmgs  they  enjoy^  and  perhaps  for  the  very 
political  exigence  of  their  country.      *  \ 

I  come  now  to  confidet  the  confequences  which  have  refulted 
from  the  late  glorious  fucceiTes,  and  efpecially  from  the  vidory  of 
the  firfl  of  Augufty  the  immediate  effeds  of,  which  have  been  great 
indeed :  and  we  may  rcafonably  expedl  that  the  remote  ones  will  be 
ftill  more  important.     The  infane  and  atrocious  enterprize  of  our 
enemies  Kks  received  fuch  a  check  as  neither  the  abilities  of  Buona- 
parte,  or  the  cnthudafm  and  defperation  of  his  army*  will  eafily 
overcome.     Cut  off  from  all  fupplies  by  fea,  and  in  a  country 
juftly  irritated  by  every  feeling  of  indignation  and  refeptmcnt  that 
can  a(5luate  the  mind  of  man,  expofed  to  the  continental  attacks  of 
an  adlive  and  defultory  enemy,  and  furrounded  by  diiEculties  of 
every  defcription  to  impede  his  farther  progrefs,  we  may  fairly  prc- 
fume  he  can  never  fucceed  in  his  avowed  objeA  of  injuring  us  in 
our  valuable  Eaftem  poiTeflions.     But,  my  Lords,  allow  me  far- 
ther to  obferve,  as  I  think  I  may  without  prefumption,  that  the 
juft  vengeance  of  Heaven,  fo  long  fufpehded,  appears  at  laft  to 
have  overtaken  thefe  deftroyers  of  the  human  race ;  and  that  the 
gigantic  crimes  of  a  whole  nation,  as  well  as  thofe  of  each  indi- 
vidual, will  fooner  or  later  meet  with  juft  retribution.     A  great 
and  terrible  voice  appears  at  laft  to  have  proclaimed  to  them  that 
the  facrilegous  profanation  of  every  divine,  and  the  unprincipled 
contempt  of  every  human  law,  however  they  may  profper  for  a 
time, .  enfufe  in  the  end  the  punifhment  they  dcferve.     Yes,  my 
Lords,  tlie  curfes,  *'  deep,  not  loud"  of  thofe  who  live  under  the 
rod  of  the  dire£iorial  power,  the  groans  of  Switzeriand,  the  tears  ' 
of  fo  many  widows  and  orphans,  have  not  been  heard  in  vain— • 
Already  the  torpid  fpirit  of  Europe  begins  to  revive.     We  have 
taught  them  that  the  Great  Nation  is  not  invincible ;  and  that  by 
refiftance  to  its  power  the  world  may  yet  be  faved.     Already  the 
Emperor  of  Ruffia  begins  to  wield  the  mighty  force  of  his  immenfe 
territory,  and  joined  with  his  former  enemies  by  a  common  fenfe 
of  danger  and  juft  indignation,  is  preparing  to  avenge  their  unpro- 
voked and  unprincipled  aggreflion  ;  while  the  Ottoman  Porte,  th6 
old  and  firm  ally  of  France,  is  judly  and  fuddenly  become  her  mod 
implacable  enemy,  and  has,  by  herfelf,  been  forced  to  unite  with 
its  former  foes  to  puni(h  her  perfidy  and  ingratitude.     Already  the 
King  of  Naples,  under  the  protediion  of  the  Briti(h  arms,  refufcs 
to  fubmitany  longer  to  degradation  and  infult,  and  ventures  to  fct 
the  oppreflbrs  of  Italy  at  defiance  9  while  the  inferior  States  appear 
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to  gain  courage  by  his  iUiiftrious  example^  and  thoir  cohiidcnce  in 
the  fame  fuppoit. 

Let  us  alfo  hope,  at  Ic^^,  that  the  favourable  fymptoms  whidi 
have  manifeRed  thcmfelves  in  other  quarters,  will  lead,  at  leaft,  ta 
a  refiiinption  of  that  enei^  and  fpirit  which  alone  can  fave  the 
whole  fyilem  of  Europe,  and  of  ciyil  fociety  itfelf,  from  the  im- 
rcienting  grafp  of  that  monfier,  which  has  fo  long  been  fufiered 
y^ith  impunity  to  devour  every  thing  atound  it  ;  while  thofe  who 
are  alone  able  to  obftru<ft  its  progrefs,  have,  by  their  forbearance^ 
encouraged  it  to  proceed  with  rapid  (Irides  towards  their  own  de- 
flrixfiion.  But  the  mid  is  at  laft  difpelled  by  our  perfevering  exer- 
tioofi,  and  by  tlie  triumphs  of  the  Briti(h  arms.  ,  Thofe  unfortu- 
nate cDuiitries  themfelves,  which  have  lb  long  kifled  the  iron  rod  of 
defpotiim,  under  Which  they  graarted,  begin  to  flruggle  for  jheir 
deliverance,  and  loudly  to  invite  the  return  of  order,  government, 
reIi;;io|i,  and  laws,  of  which,  in  the  name  of  Liberty  and  Equali^^ 
they  have  been  (b  violently  difpoflcfled.  While  we  fhudder  with 
horror  on  account  of  the  len^wed  fccnes  of  (laughter^  which  mufi 
b^  the  confequence  of  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  let  us  hope,  at  leaft^ 
that  it  will  tend^  together  wiih  our  own  exertions,  to  a  reftoration 
of  that  order  and  that  fecurity,  for  which  ^e  have  fo  long  and  fo 
ftreououfly  contended :  and  that  the  torrents  of  blood  which  have 
been  (hed,  in  refifting  the  common  oppreflbrs  of  mankind,  will  not 
have  flowed  in  vain. 

From  our  ow>n  eiqierience  in  dus  country,  we  have  feep  what 
may  bex^eded  by  bmving,  inllead  of  yielding  to,  the  florm  :  for 
when  our  Minifter  was  obliged  to  return  from  Lide,  after  having 
exhaufied  every  means  of  coaceiSon  fbort  of  humiliation,  and  it  be- 
came evldem  to  all  the  world  that  our  enemies  ferioufly  enficrtaincd 
the  vain  hope  of  reducing  us  to  the  n^ferable  (late  into  which  fo 
many  of  the  nations  of  Europe  had  fallen-n-when  cfaey  openly  ma- 
nifefted  their  intention  of  pouring  their  veteran  and  viiSorious  Re- 
gions on  the  British  (hores,  their  vain  menaoosonly  ierved  to  rouCe* 
Ac  dormant  fpirit  of  the  nation,  and  all  ranks  of  inen  flocked  by 
thoufands  <»  die  ftandard  of  their  country.  Awed  and  a&onUhed 
bfdie  fttdden  appearance  of  a  great  oadoa  in  arm$,  and  ready  ta 
de&nd  every  thing  jufily  dear  to  them,  at  the  h^zaid  of  their  tivea^ 
they  wifeiy  defifted  from  their  pui|xife,  and  thou^t  it  no  di%raoi 
to  fufl^r  the  pDOudeft  menaces,  and  moft  infuldng  boafls  jof  ^tifxt 
achievements  to  evaporate  in  mere  words.  They-aded  wiiitly,  I 
£iy,  bdng  fuMy  convinced,  that  whatever  force  had  cffeScd  a  liaod- 
kkgf  wotdd  have  met  ia^vitabls  deftruSion,  and  have  proved  that 
tis  cfoiintry  is  as  little  to  be  conquered  bf^fbrce  of  arms^  as  it  is  to 
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be  awed  and  terriBed  by  the  vain  direats  and  pompous  denoneiations 
of  impotent  vengeance. 

Defpairing  of  fuccefs  in  this  country,  they  turned  their  thought* 
to  other  quarters ;  and  while  the  main  body  of  the  army  of  Eng- 
land under  the  conduA  of  Buonaparte  himfelf,  fo  well  fupport  their 
pretenfions  to  the  title  diey  h:)ve  aflTuraed  by  an  attack  on  the  de- 
fencelcfs  Egyptians,  detachmeitrs  are  fent  to' Ireland,  which  country 
Ihey  had  unfortunately  too  well  prepared  for  their  reception,  by 
thofe  arts  whidi  they  have  (b  fuccefsfully  praAifed  in  other  parts 
of  the  world*  But  here  even,  where  their  profpeAs  of  fuccefs  ap^ 
peared  mod  fiiir,  they  have  been  complete(y  baffled,  and  their  forces 
captured,  difperfed,  or  deftroyed.  The  unnatural  rebellion  raifed 
and  fomented  by  them,  in  conjunAion  with  thofe  traitors  who  have 
been  detefled  and  puniflied,  has  been,  in  a  great  meafure,  fupprefled^ 
though  its  baneful  cffeQs  ftiU  continue  to  difgrace  the  Iri^  name, 
and  hold  out  to  the  world,  in  hideous  colours,  the  confequences  o^ 
that  terrible  union  of  French  principles  and  ignorant  bigotry,  which 
has  taken  place  annong  that  deluded  people.  The  machinations  o^ 
our  domefttc  enemies,  in  oonjunAien  with  a  foreign  foe,  have,  how- 
ever, been  happily  fruArated,  and  fo  comj^etely  kid  open  to  the 
world,  that  the  moft  incredulous  can  no  longer  doubt  their  ex- 
igence ;  and  all  who  fet  any  value  on  the  blcOlngs  of  good  ordef 
and  government,  muft  join  with  your  Lordfhips  in  expreffing  their 
deteftation  and  abhorrence  of  them.  The  misfortunes  of  Ireland 
have  alfo  had  the  good  eficA  of  dlfplaying,  in  ftrikiing  cotours,  the 
zeal  and  fpirtt  of  the  well  afiedkd,  and  efjped4lly  of  that  ufeful 
body  of  men,  the  armed  Yeomaniy,  to  whofe  unremitting  exer- 
tions, in  the  heur  of  danger,  I  was  myfelf  a  witnefs,  and  believe 
the  country  owes  to  them,  in  a  great  meafure>  its  fafety  and  pre- 
fervation. 

There  is  another  part  of  His  Majefty's  fpeedii  which,  though 
not'  immediately  addrefled  to  this  Houfei  forms  too  interefling  a  to- 
pic  to  be  pafled  over  in  (ilence,  and  is  too  flattering  to  the  feelings 
of  Engli(hmen  not  to  be  added  as  a  diftinguiflied  feature  in  the 
pleaiing  piAure  of  our  prefent  fituarion,  which  I  am  happily  ena- 
bled to  draw.  At  the  end  of  the  flsdi  year  of  this  arduous  conteft, 
of  a  war  unprecedented  in  point  of  exertion  and  expence,  His  Ma- 
jefty  has  an  opportunity  of  congratulatit^  us  on  the  flourifhing 
ihte  of  the  revenue,  of  the  national  credit,  and  of  the  commerce 
and  indufhry  cf  his  fubjeAs.  The  public  funds  have  not  only  re* 
lifted  the  increafed  prcflTurc  which  every  day  of  protrafled  warfare 
muft  ncccflarily  iMring,  but  have  even  rifen  In  a  manner  which  muft 
aftonifti  all  thofe  who  ever  doubted  of  the  extent  and  variety  <>f  the 
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rcfources  of  this  country.  At  what  period  of  hiftory,  indeed,  has 
the  commerce  of  any  country  been  fo  great,  fo  extended,  fo  univer- 
£il,  or  in  fo  eminent  a  degree,  commanded  the  monopoly  of  the 
trade  of  the  world  ?— and  as  if  to  prove  by  a  frcfh  and  ftriking  in- 
ilance  that— •77>/j  even-handed  jufiice  commends  tV  ingredients  of  our 
poijond  chalice  to  our  lips. — In  the  cafe  of  our  inveterate  and  un- 
principled enemies,  by  their  very  attempt  to  injure  us  in  our  valua^ 
ble  Eaftern  polTcfTions,  they  have  annihilated  the  fmall  remains  of 
their  almoft  extinguiihed  commerce,  and  reftored  to  us,  together 
with  the  undifputed  command  of  thfc  Mediterranean,  the  lucrative 
trade  of  Turkey  and  the  Levant — When  in  the  midft  of  profound 
peace  have  fuch  great  and  valuable  fleets  ever  reached  our  ports  in 
fafety  ?  At  what  period  has  a  vad  and  produ<f\ive  capital  ever  been 
employed  with  fo  much  judgement  and  advantage  in  agriculture, 
and  in  every  fpccies  of  internal  improvements,  of  which  a  country 
is  capable  ?  When  in  the  hiftory  of  civilized  fociety,  has  the 
aftonidiing  fpedlacle  appeared,  of  a  whole  nation  in  arms,  bidding 
defiance  to  a  powerful,  daring  and  implacable  enemy,  and  at  the 
fame  time  cxcrciling  all  the  arts  of  peace  more  fucccfsfuUy  than 
any  other  country  has  been  able  to  do,  amidd  the  mod  profound 
tranquillity  and  fecurity  ?  The  fyftem  of  finance,  which  was  fo 
happily  adopted  laft  year,  and  from  which  we  have  cxperichccd 
tich  beneficial  effects,  will,  I  truft;  be  ftcadily  purfued.  It  has 
ferved  to  place,  in  a  firiking  point  of  view,  our  unexhaufted  riches, 
refources,  and  public  f^irit.  The  voluntary  contributions,  and  the 
plan  for  the  redemption  of  the  land  tax  have  fucceeded  beyond  the 
mofl  fanguine  expectations  ;  and,  together  with  the  other  favourable 
circumdances  of  our  fituatiun  which  I  have  detailed,  have  raifcd 
the  public  funds  in  a  manner  unexampled  during  the  period  of  any 
•  former  war  in  which  we  have  been  engaged.  We  have,  indeed, 
my  Lords,  fair  and  reafonable  ground  V)f  hope,  that  if  it  fhould 
pleafe  the  great  difpofcr  of  events  to  extend  that  protedUon  to  us 
which  we  have  hitherto  fo  eminently  received  at  his  hands,  that 
this  nation  will  rife  from  the  dangers  and  difficulties  with  which  it 
has  been  furroundcd,  greater  and  more  profperous  than  ever. 

But,  notwithdanding  all  this,  pleafing  and  fatisfaSory  as  it  un- 
doubtedly is,  let  us  not  for  a  moment  deceive  ourfelves  with  the 
idea  that  our  exertions  are  at  an  end,  or  that  we  may  not  ftill  have 
many  more  to  make,  and  many  difficulties  to  encounter  as  great  as 
thofe  we  have  fo  happily  furmounted.  But  I  am  fully  perfuaded, 
(I  fpcak  it  with  pride  and  fatisfa(Stion),  that  His  Majefty  will  not 
be  deceived  in  the  implicit  confidence  whjch  he  is  pleafed  to  ex- 
3refs  in  the  continuance  of  our  exertions.     The  fentiments  fo  well 
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efcprefled  by  our  beloved  Sovereign  in  the  conclufion  of  his  fpecch, 
are,  I  doobt  not,  engraved  on  the  hearts  of  every  rank  and  de- 
feription  of  his  fubjecSs.  Yes,  my  Lords,  the  people  of  England 
are  fully  fenfible  of  the  ineftimable  bleffings  they  enjoy — they  know 
by  what  meai^s  they  have  prcfcrved  them  ;  and,  uns^wed  by  diffi- 
culties, unappallcd  by  dangers ;  patiently  enduring  the  neceffary 
weight  of  their  incrcafing  burdens  as  the  lighter  evil  of  the  two, 
when  contrafted  with  the  chance  of  fubjugntion  by  a  foreign'  foe, 
they  will  (I  fpeak  it  with  confidence,  From  pft  experience)^,  unite 
hand  and  heart  with  their  King  in  enabling  him  "to  bring  the  great 
**  conteft  in  which  we  are  engaged  to  a  fafe  and  honourable  con- 
"  clufion."  They  fee  the  terrible  example  of  other  nations  before 
their  eyes,  who,  bafely  or  unwifcly  preferring  patient  fubmiflion  to 
manly  refiftance,  have  fuffered  themfeWes,  one  by  one,  to  be  in- 
gulphcd  and  fwallowed  up  in  the  revolutionary  vortex  of  their  reft- 
lefs  and  powerful  neiglibours.— On  the  other  hand,  they  muft  be- 
hold, with  pride  and  fatisfiiflion,  the  contraft  which  theit  owrt 
country  prefents  to  the  aftonifhcd  and  ajdmiring  world,  by  purfuing 
ti  difFercnt  line  of  conduft,  riffng  greater  from  every  difficulty,  pre-' 
fervrng  herfelf  by  her  valour  and  exertions  from  every  danger,  and 
holding  out  the  glorious  example  of  fuccefsful  refiftance  to  the  prof- 
trate  and  dcjefled  nations  of  Europe.  Encouraged  by  the  paft,« 
they  look  forward  with  ficady  confidence  to  the  future :  they  know, 
that  great  as  their 'exertions  and  facrificcs  have  been,  that  ftill 
greater  may  yet  be  required,  and  arc  prepared  to  make  them,.  Un- 
dazzled  by  the  fplendid  fucccfs  with  which  their  eflbrts  have  been 
crowned,  but  firmly  relying  on  their  continuance  under  the  favour 
and  proted^ion  of  that  Providence  whom  they  adore  as  the  author 
of  all  good,  they  are  determined  not  to  relax  their  eflforts  till  they 
have  attained  the  great  end  for  which  they  have  fo  long  and  fo 
ftrenuoufly  contended — fecurity  for  the  bleffings  they  enjoy.  They 
know  the  full  value  of  peace  ;*  they  have  felt  the  inconveniences 
and  calamities  infeparably  conncfled  with  a  ftate  of  warfare ;  but' 
they  know  alfo  that  peace  without  fecurity,  and  diflated  by  thofc 
enemies  who  have  fworn  their  deftruffion,  would  be  far  more  en- 
lamitous  than  any  evils  which  could  rcfult  from  their  open  enmity 
and  avowed  hoftility.  Thcv  have  fecn  the  utmoft  exertions  of  their 
power  diredled  againft  themfelves,  and  have  refified  them  with 
gloiy  and  fucccfs  :  they  have  fcen  the  eflTefts  of  their  fricndfliip  ap- 
plied to  other  countries,  and  reject  tlie  very  idea  with  indignation 
and  horror. — In  a  word,  they  are  true  to  their  King,  to  their 
country,  and  to  themfelves.  And  ftiall  we,  my  Lords,  the  firft 
order  of  men  in  the  country,  the  fupport  and  ornament  of  the 
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ThroRCy  placed  between  the  King  and  the  People,  as  the  nalur^t 

and  hereditary  guardians  of  the  rights  of  the  one,  and  the  libcniiat 
of  th^  other,  withput  invidious  or  exclufive  privilqps,  poffefflng  H 
greater  (hare  than  any  other  dafs  of  our  fellow  fubjeds  in  tlia 
bleflings  and  advants^ges  of  their  happy  land :— -Shall  we,  I  by^ 
be  backward  in  following  our  Sovereign  in  the  honourable  career 
which  he  has  this  day  marked  out  for  us  ?  At  a  time  when  it  is  be* 
come  the  fafhion  co  decry  and  vilify  nobility,  and  the  pride  ef  falfe 
philofophy  has  taught  men  to  defpife  whatever  their  forefathers  have 
looked  up  to,  I  have  fome  fatisfadion  in  being  able  tp  refleA  thai 
we  have  not  hitherfo  been  backward  in  our  eicertions,  that  we  hav9 
neither  fpared  our  perfons  nor  our  fortunes,  or  deferted  otir  eountrjp 
in  the  hour  of  danger.  And  I  fisel  a  well-grounded  oonfidcnpci 
that,  under  any  circumftances  which  can  poOibiy  occur,  our  Kirigi 
whom  we  fo  juftly  revere,  will  find  us  as  little  difpofed  to  defeit 
him  as  I  know  he  woqld  be  to  defert  us.  Let  US|  thereforeii 
emerging  as  we  are  from  thofe  difBcultks  which  our  energy  lut 
alone  enabled  us*  to  furmount,  exulting  in  the  well-eanied  glories 
of  the  Britifh  name,  and  the  proud  and  dignified  fituation  in  which 
pur  country  is  placed,  and  looking  forwards  with  hope  and  confi- 
dence to  that  period  when  the  enjoyment  of  honourably  and  permit 
nent  tranquillity  (hall  crown  our  exertions,  offer  at  the  foot  of  the 
Throne  our  hearty  con^tulations  and  unanimous  concurrence  in 
t^ofe  fentiments  which  His  Majefly  has  been  pleafe4  to  exprefs, 
afliiring  him,  that  we  not  only  feel  their  full  force,  but  are  deter- 
mined to  a£l  up  to  them :  and  that,  at  all  times,  and  under  all 
drcumftances,  in  our  coUefiive,  as  well  as  in  our  individual  capa- 
city, His  Majeily  may  firmly  rely  on  the  fteady,  active,  and  zea- 
lous fupport  and  co-operation  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

I  (hall  therefore  move,  Th^t  the  foUowii^  hunable  Addrefs  be 
prefented  to  His  Majefty : 

"  We,  your  Majcfty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  leave 
to  approach  yoiir  Msyefty  with  our  humble  thanks  for  your  Majefly 'a 
moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne. 

^*  We  beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  Majefty  our  heartfelt  congratu- 
lations on  the  glorious  and  deciiive  vi<£lory  obtained  by  your  Maje(ly*s 
fleet  under  the  command  of  Rear  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon,  over  an 
enemy  fuperier  in  force,  and  in  the  advantage  of  fituation;— all 
achievement  which  has  even  added  frefh  fplendor  to  the  unexampled 
feries  of  your  Majcfiy's  naval  trium[dis.  While  this  memorable 
Aiccefs  h^.9  in  the  firft  inftance,  turned  out  to  the  confufion  of  the 
icmy ;  an  enterprifr,  not  more  dUtinguifhed  by  its  injufiicej  perfidy 
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4siA  extfivagitlcei  thtfi  by  IIm  initusmtc  boftilitjr  of  its  authoet 
•gaunft  every  Britidn  imeiefti  w^  emettaia  a  juft  hot>e  that  the  blow 
now  gWen  to  the  pcmN^r  and  Influence  of  .the  enenif  will  be  decifive 
in  it^  efiSsds  :^^*4hat  die  cypcning  thus  offixded  will  be  improired  bf 
other  Powen^  to  the  mainteDanoe  ^  their  o^n  indcpci^dcnce  and 
lecurity ;  and  that  the  wife  and  dignified  example  of  the  Empenir 
t)f  Ruffia  and  of  the  Ottoman  Foit<;  will  be  followed  by  ibcb  eflPec- 
tual  and  united  exertions,  as  are  alone  fuited  to  the  j^ent  cri6s, 
and  as  are  bed  cakulated  to  produoe  the  general  delivcranee  of 
Europe. 

**  Peimit  us  to  aflure  your  Majefty  that,  while  we  feel  our  hearts 
and  hopes  thus  elated  by  the  brilliant  fuccets  which  has  crowned 
your  MajeAy's  arms  abnAd»  we  oongratulate  your  Majeft}'  no  left 
(incerdy  on  the  uninteirupled  (hie  of  feeurity  in  which  this  king^  - 
dom  has  been  preferved  againft  the  vain  attacks  of  the  cnemf,  by 
the  extent  of  your  Majefty's  militiiy  preparadons)  and  ftiU  mort 
by  die  zeal  and  Ipirit  which  animate  all  ranks  of  your  Majefly'a 
fubjeds  in  the  esofe  of  thdir  ocKmtry. 

**  Nor  have  we  fecti  with  lefs  £ittsfii£tion  the  entire  difappointmeot 
of  the  attempts  jof  the  enemy  againft  your  Majefty's  kingdom  of 
Jreiand,  die  defeat  and  funender  of  the  force  which  they  had  dif- 
embarked  for  thie  fupport  of  a  rebellion  inftigated  by  themfelves^ 
and  the  capture  or  difperfion  of  the  armaments  deftined  for  the  fame 
objaft  I  and  we  truft  that  dx  rebellk)n»  thus  cut  off  ftom  fordgn 
alBftanee,  and  ctirbcd  and  repicfled  as  it  has  been  by  the  vigor  of 
your  Majcfly^  Councils^  and  the  gallantry  of  your  troops,  will,  ere 
loQg,  be  finslly  extingi|iflied. 

**  Wc  are  anxious  to  declare  to  your  Majefly  atid  to  the  world 
Mr  abhonttiee  of  the  views  and  prindides  of  thoTe,  who,  in  con- 
cert wHli  our  inveterate  enemy,  had  planned  die  fiibvttfion  of  the 
coolfitittigB  of  d)eir  country ;  and  we  cannot  butfcel  perfuaded  that 
the  complete  expofure  of  th^fe  treafens  muft  awaken  the  deluded 
to  a  fenfe  of  their  doty,  and  muft  imprefs  Aill  more  ftrongly  on  the 
minds  of  aU  your  Majefly  s  fubjeds,  the  neceflity  of  fupportiqg 
;^Aft  every  atta(:k  the  laws  and  government  of  their  country. 

''  Cenvineed  of  the  extent  and  value  of  the  blcfltngs  which, 
•under  your  Majefty's  happy  and  paternal  Government,  we  have  to 
defend,  and  confident  in  the  refources  and  fptrit  of  our  country,  we 
have  encountered  with  chcarfulnefe  many  and  great  diflficulnes* 
Thefe,  by  the  blcflings  of  providence  on  your  Majefty's  dignified 
firmnefs  and  perfevcrance  in  a  juft  caufe,  have  happily  been  fur* 
mounted. 

**  Animated  by  this  fuccefs^  encouraged  by  the  comparative 
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lituation  of  our  country,  and/abovcali,  deeply  iimprefled  with  a  fenfit 
of  that  duty  which  is  iticumbent  on  every  individual  in  a  period  of 
general  danger  and  calamity,  we  will  not  relax  our  exertions,  but 
will  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power  fupport  your  Majefty  in  every  mea* 
fure  which  may  bcft  contribute  to  deliver  unimpaired  to  pofterity-y 
the  fecurity,  independence  and  honour  of  the  Britifli  empire." 

trord  CRAVEN  feconded  the  motion.  Nothing,  he  faid,  could 
afibrd  more  finccre  pleafure,  or  infpire  more  pride  in  the  heart  of 
a  man,  than  the  defcription  which  His  Majefty's  gracious  fpeech 
had  given  of  the  prcfent  condition  of  this  countr)'.  After  being 
deferred  in  the  courfc  of  the  war  by  the  allies,  whofe  caufe  we  had 
come  forward  to  efpoufc,  it  was  gratifying  to  fee  the  noble  (land 
th^t  we  had  made,  and  the  fuccefs  we  had  obtained  againfl  the 
common  enemy  of  mankind.  By  our  (ingle  exertions  the  navy  of 
the  French  Republic  was  annihilated.  Her  boafled  army  of  Eng- 
land had  loft  even  its  title,  and  every  enterprifc  (he  had  undertaken 
againft  us  was  completely  defeated.  Not  only  our  coafts  at  home, 
but  our  moft  valuable  poflfeflrions  abroad,  were  fecured  ;  domeftic 
treafon,  aided  by  her  means,  was  quelled,  and  the  progrefs  of  her 
ambition  abroad  was  checked,  if  not  deflroyed.  Through  the 
vigilance  of  our  marine,  of  all  the  fquadrons  which  the  French  had 
ient  out  for  the  infidious  purpofe  of  aflfifting  the  rebellion  thej  had 
created  in  Ireland,  but  one  had  reached  the  place  of  its  deftination, 
and  even  that  had  failed  of  withftanding  the  efforts  of  His  Ma-^ 
jefty's  well  direded  force.  He  heartily  concurred,  therefore,  with 
the  noble  Earl  in  the  juft  eulogium  he  had  paid  to  the  virtue  and 
gallantry  of  our  naval  officers  and  feamen,  whofe  fervices  demanded 
every  return  of  gratitude  from  riieir  country.  He  concurred  alfo 
with  the  noble  Earl  with  regard  to  the  advantages  which  would 
naturally  flow  from  the  recent  fuccelTes.  There  was  but  ont 
branch  of  commerce  which  this  country  did  not  almoft  exclufively 
poifefs,  namely,  that  of  the  Levant,  and  of  that  trade  France  would 
now  be  totally  deprived,  and  this  country  would  reap  all  the  ack^ 
vantages  which  had  before  belonged  to  our  enemy  in  that  quarter, 
which  alone  contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  her  navy.  The 
^  prcfent  tituation  of  Buonaparte  was  alfo  an  advantage  of  the  vic- 
tory of  the  Nile.  Cut  off  from  all  means  of  retreat,  and  befet  on 
every  fide  with  obftacles.  And  this  was  not  all — thefc  fucceflcs 
had  already  given  fpirit  and  alacrity  to  fevcral  of  the  foreign  powers, 
who  had  unequivocally  declared  their  determination  to  join  againft 
the  cpmmon  enemy.  Riiffia  and  the  Ottoman  Porte  had  already 
declnrcd  thcmfclvcs,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  Aultria,  though 
unwilling,  would  find  it  her  intcrcft  to  join  in  the  great  united  ex- 
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cr^ion  which  the  exainpkof  out  Government  had  rtcommcuded  to 
all  Europe,  and  without  which  it  would  be  vain  to  look  either  for 
fccurity  or  peace. 

The  Marquis  of  LANSDOWN.  My  Lords,  I  never  had 
the  honour  ,to  join  my  feeble  voice  with  that  of  noble  Lords  who 
went  before  me  with  more  pleafure,'  than  I  now  join  in  the  juft 
tribute  of  gratitude  and  applaufe  that  have  been  given  to  our  gallant 
navy  for  their  wonderful,  glorious,. and  patriotic  exertions  in  the 
fervicc  of  their  country*  I  (hould  have  particular  delight  in  dwel- 
ling on  their  merits,  if  I  could  hope  to  add  any  thing  to  what  has 
been  fo  ably  and  fo  fenfibly  faid  by  the  two  noble  Lords  who  have 
gone  before  me.  They  have  done  their  duty  in  the  encomiums 
they  have  given  to  our  great  naval  commanders.  It  becomes  us 
all  to  join  in  the  thanks  which  are  due  ;  but,  my  Lords,  after  this 
duty  is  performed,  and  after  we^have  rendered  to  thofe  great  men 
the  applaufe  which  they  dcferve,  there  is  anothcf  duty  which  will 
red  upon  the  King's  Miniflers  and  upon  your  Lorddiips  to  perform; 
the  duty  of  drawing  from  thofe  viflorics  the  advantages  they  are  cal- 
culated to  fecure.  I  know  the  heart  of  Lord  Nelfon  fo  well,  that  I 
can  fpeak  to  your  Lordihips  with  confidence  of  the  gratification  which 
will  be  deareft  to  his  feelings.  It  is  not  the  praife  of  compliments^ 
it  is  not  the  tribute  of  mere  loud  and  empty  applaufe  that  will  fa- 
tisfy  a  patriotic  heart  like  his,  for  he  will  feel  that  the  boaft  of  a 
victory  is  fleeting,  which  produces  no  more  than  momentary  tri- 
umph \  that  vi(flory  can  only  be  dear  to  a  patriot's  heart  which  is 
improvc'd  and  made  acceflfary  to  the  only  legitimate  end  of  war, 
national  tranquillity  by  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace.  I  am  fure, 
my  Lords,  that  I  ihall  fpeak  the  fcntiments,  not  only  of  that  great 
man,  but  of  evqry  didinguiflied  officer  in  the  fervice  who  has  con* 
tributed  to  the  aftoniAiing  glories  of  our  naval  campaign,  when  I 
iay  that  they  will  feel  difappointed  if  their  triumphs  (hall  not  pro* 
duce  the  advantage  to  Great  Britain  which  with  wife  management 
they  are  calculated  to  confer.  When  I  fay  this,  my  Lords,  I  dc- 
fire  to  be  rightly  undcrdood.  I  am  fatisBed  that  it  is  of  conie* 
quence,  not  only  to  the  repofe  and  fecurity  of  Great  Britain,  but 
of  the  world  in  general,  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  French  Re- 
volution. It  is  not  neccflary,  nor  is  it  confident  with  found  policy 
to  load  with  opprobrium  even  the  enenr^y  ;  but  it  is  impofTible,  my 
Lords,  to  fpeak  of  the  condud  of  the  French  without  ufing  the  lan- 
guage of  the  mod  unequivocal  reprobation  ;  the  courfe  of  havoc 
and  devadation,  their  unprincipled  and  detedable  tyranny,  corrup- 
tion and  bafenels,  mud  excite  in  every  bofom  that  cheridics  the 
principles  of  liberty  as  the  fupreme  good,  and  the  happincls  of  hu- 
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man  kind  as  An  end  df  cvcty  nttiMHd  Oovcvmncnty  a-fteady  refb- 
lution  to  cbc^  dbeir  oavecr,  and  to  dve  the  world  fiom  the  horrible 
calamity  to  which  thej  doom  it.-  I  have  no  hefitation,  my  Lords^ 
tn  faying,  that  this  is  my  feeling.  Tlicy  have  provoked  it  by 
their  niincity,  by  their  treaebery,  and  by  the  horrors  they  have 
^rcad  around  them ;  and  I  njoice  to  fee  that  it  is  the  prevailing 
fcnciment  and  fedicig  of  the  world.  No  man  who  has  oUerved 
the  progrefs  of  their  arms,  and  examined  the  fpirit  of  their  deflgns, 
but  muft  join  in  the  indignation  which  I  cxpre(s.  But,  my  Lords, 
it  is  another  thing  how  the  progrefs  of  their  atrocity  is  to  be 
checked  ;  and  here  it  is  that  I  requed  your  Lordfliips  to  paufe  and 
to  inquire  if  you  are  in  the  right  courfe.  The  queftion  is,  have  we 
the  power  to  accomplifh  it  by  the  means  wMch  we  have  taken  ^ 
Have  wc  not  the  experience  of  five  years  to  prove  to  us»  that  we 
have  undertaken  the  taik  in  a  way  not  calculated  to  obtain  the  end  ^ 
What  likelihood  Is  there  that  we  (hail  be  more  profperous  for  the 
future  than  we  have  heretofore  been  f  I  confe(s  to  you,  my  Lords, 
that  here  I  find  myfelf  difappointed  ;  I  do  not  lee  the  means  of 
obtaining  the  end  fpecified  and  fet  forth  in  His  Majefty^s  fpeech. 
I  flattered  myfelf  that  I  (hould  have  heard  of  a  great  and  well  -or** 
g^zed  plan,  going  dire^ly  to  the  obje£t  in  which  all  the  great 
powers  of  Europe  had  coiicuncd,  and  in  which  all  other  views  and 
purpofes  were  to  be  laid  afide ;  and,  my  Lords,  it  never  was  de« 
niedy  it  never  oould  be  denied  by  any  man,  that  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope would  have  been  at  every  period  of  the  French  Revdution, 
and  are  at  this  moment,  able  to  check  and  put  an  end  to  their  ca- 
reer and  mifehiefy '  provided  that  they  would  go  to  the  tafk  with 
honeft  intentions  ;  provided  that  their  confederacy  was  not  dif- 
tiaded  by  views  of  a  mercenary  kind,  by  plans  of  rapinr.  and  ag- 
grandizement, by  feelings  of  jealoufy  and  diftrufl,  and  by  the  inter- 
vention of  all  the  little  dcfpicable  intrigue,  which  ought  never  to 
be  fufiered  to  enter  into  great  combinations.  It  never,  I  fay,  my 
Lords,  was  denied  but  that  if  at  length  a  fenfe  of  general  danger  {liould 
bring  the  powers  of  Europe  to  a  league  upon  honefl  principles,  they 
Aiuft  prevail  over  the  revolutionary  fyfiem,  and  it  was  my  hope  that 
His  Majcfty's  Miniftcrs  had  improved  the  late  viflory  of  the  Nile 
to  this  great  purpofe  ;  that  they  had  difplayed  to  them  the  ad  van* 
t2^s  of  magnanimity,  and  before  they  came  to  Parliament  to  an- 
nounce the  continuance  of  war,  had  incorporated  thofe  powers  in  a 
great  and  difintcreftcd  league,  in  which,  inficad  of  difgracing  them- 
fclvcs  by  looking  to  this  country  for  fubfidies,  they  had  refumcd  the 
3lgnity  which  became  them,  and  had  at  length  refolved  on  gofng 
^ircfllv  to  the  objcd  of  rcftoring  fecurity  to  Europe  without  fockifig 
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in  its  diforders  their  oWh  temporsliy  profit.  My  Lords^  I  am  dif- 
nppoinred  to  find  none  of  this  in' the  fpccch  from  the  Throne ;  I  fee 
nothihg  held  out  to  me  upon  which  I  can  repofe ;  I  hear  no  account 
of  returning  wifdom  or  of  returning  magnanimity.  Who  that 
knows  the  jealoufies  that  fubfid  between  the  great  powers  of  Eu- 
rope can  flatter  himfeif  that,  until  they  are  done  away,  any  fyftem 
of  co-operation  can  be  fuccefsful  againft  France  ?  Every  perfoa 
who  has  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  mixing  in  fociety,  every  body 
who  has  ever  been  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe  in  the  tour  of  his- 
education,!  muft  have  feen  that  the  rooted  enmitv  between  Audria 
and  Pruflia  defcends  even  to  the  private  foldier,  and  aduates  thd 
very  ranks  of  their  armies.  And  unlefs  I  fhall  fee  that  a  cori* 
virion  of  common  danger  fhall  make  them  enter  into  a  more  gene- 
rous union  of  eflFort  than  any  that  they  have  hitherto  donci  I  con** 
fefs  to  you  that  I  (hall  not  form  any  fanguine  hope  to  myfelf  of  ac-  » 
complifhing  the  objedt  by  the  means  of  continental  league.  The 
noble  Lord  fays  there  are  fymptoms  of  confederation— fympfoms ! 
tny  Lords  ;  we  want  more  than  fym'ptoms  ;  wc  muft  have  fome- 
thing  more  exprefs,  fomething  more  folid  to  rely  upon  before  we 
can  expedt  that  Europe  can  be  delivered  frorti  its  dangers,  and  the 
World  have  redrefs.  We  are  told  of  the  vigour  manlfefted  by 
Ruflia  and  the  Porte.  It  is  impofilble^  my  Lords,  to  hear  this 
prefented  to  the  people  of  England  as  a  ground  of  confidence  and 
hope  without  afioni(hment.  What !  a  conjunSion  between  the. 
Rufiians  and  the  Turks  ?  It  is  impoflible  to  fpeak  of  fo  monftrous 
an  idea  without  ridicule.  We  all  know  that  their  mutual  diftruft 
and  jealoufy  exceeds  that  of  all  other  nations.  It  is  hereditary  ; 
the  child  fucks  it  in  with  his  mother's  milk  ^  it  is  made  a  part  of 
their  education,  and  becomes  a  habit  of  their  nature.  We  all 
know  that  the  family  upon  the  Throne  of  the  Ruflias  have  uni- 
formly cherifhed  the  notion  that  Conftaniinoplc  is  to  be  a  pan  of 
Iheir  inheritance.  With  this  view,  what  is  the  name  they  have 
giyen  t6  the  fecond  fon,  the  brother  of  the  prcfcnt  Empcn.r  :  It 
has  always  been  their  politics,  and  I  fear  that  it  is  not  likely  to  be 
abandoned  at  a  moment  the  mofl:  favourable  to  its  views.  And  is 
it  from  a  coalition  of  this  fort  that  we  are  to  derive  hopes  of  vigo- 
rous operation  againil  France  ?  We  do  not  argue  like  politicians 
jf  we  yield  ourfelves  to  fo  falfe  an  imagination.  And  what  is  the 
Ottoman  Porte  1  Do  we  not  know  that  the  moft  helplefs  of  all 
the  countries  upon  earth  is  Turkey  ?  The  united  concurrence  of 
every  hiftorian  the  mod  recent,  and  the  more  convincing  teftjmony 
•f  fafls,  prove  that  they  are  not  merely  incapable  of  external  opera- 
tions, but  even  of  domeflic  defence.  Have  thev  not  been  cvtn 
Vol,  VII.  D 
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now  defeated  in  more  than  thirty  attacks  upon  one  rebellious 
Pacha  i  They  arc  incapable  of  refifting  the  rebellion  of  a  fubjeft  f 
Is  it  from  fuch  a  country  that  we  can  look  for  vigorous  co- opera- 
tion, or  is  it  upon  fuch  a  league  that  we  can  fafdy  repofe  ?  My 
LordSy  the  experience  that  we  have  had  ought  to  teach  us  diftnift  ; 
if  ought  to  imprefs  upon  our  minds  a  convidtion  of  the  hollow  prin- 
ciple upon  which  combinations  of  this  kind  are -formed.  When 
we  fee  a  court  fo  little  actuated  by  motives  of  honour  and  Jufiice  a$ 
to  forfeit  its  obligations,  can  we  afterwards  have  confidence  in  itft 
fidelity  ?  In  private  life  what  would  you  fay  of  a  man  who  was 
even  tardy  or  negligent  in  difcharging  his  duties  ?  If  any  of  your 
Lordfhips  (hould  advance  to  a  man  in  necelTity  a  fum  of  money 
to  enable  him  to  carry  on  a  juft  claim  to  eftates  that  were  withheld 
from  him,  and  by  fuch  fuccour  he  fucceeded  in  his  lawfuit^  would 
you  not  fay  that  his  firft  duty  was  to  repay  the  noble  Lord  the  fum 
he  had  borrowed  with  gratitude  for  the  aid  by  which  he  had  been 
faved  from  ruin,  and  what  term  of  reproach  would  not  be  his  due, 
if  he  (hould  fail  in  this  a6^  of  juftice  ?  My  Lords,  what  is  true  of 
an  individual  is  true  of  a  Court.  You  have  aflifted  the  great 
powers  of  the  Continent— one  of  them  contradied  large  engage- 
ments with  you,  and  was  enaUed  through  your  means  to  make 
valuable  acquifitions.  I  do  not  find,  from  His  Majcily's.  fpeech, 
,that  that  power  has  come  forward  to  difcharge  its  obligations  ^ 
I  do  not  find  that  that  power  has  given  any  aflurance  that  he 
will  repay  the  loan  which  he  raifed  under  the  guarantee  of 
the  Britifh  Government,  and  therefore  I  fay  again,  my  Lords, 
that  even  if  a  new  combination  ihould  be  made  with  courts 
that  have  only  hitherto  looked  to  their  own  diftin<5t  and  individual 
objects,  and  who  have  deferted  the  common  caufe  the  infant  that 
they  had  obtained  fomc  miferable  acquifition  to  themfelves,  we  can 
have  no  profpedt  of  advantage  from  fuch  a  league.  Nay,  my  Lords, 
if  the  jealoufics  of  chefe  great  powers  (hould  again  be  ftifled  for  the 
moment,  I  fhould  not  think  it  all  that  was  neceflar)'  to  the  com- 
bined movement  of  Europe  againft  France.  I  (hould  demand  the 
concurrence  and  the  exertion  of  the  northern  powers  alfo.  It  is 
material  that  tl)e  powers  of  the  Baltic  (hould  join  in  the  confederacy; 
but  I  fee  nothing  of  all  this,  and  yet  we  are  told  that  we  are  to  con- 
tinue the  war  upon  the  ground  of  hollow  and  disjointed  combina- 
tion, and  ti)at  comUnation  neither  general  nor  difinterefled.  Are 
they  lefs  fenfible  of  their  danger  than  we  are  ?  Are  they  lefs  liable 
to  feel  the  atrocity  of  the  French  fyftem  ?  It  furely  will  not  be  faid 
that  they  are.  The  fecurity  that  we  derive  from  our  marine,  from 
our  itifular  fituation,  from  public  opinion,  make  us  certainly  more 
fecure  than  any  kingdom  on  the  Continent;  and  when  we  fee  that 
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thejr  make  ufe  of  us  only  for  their  own  ends ;  that>  however  folemn 
their  engagements;  they  defert  us  without  a  ftruggle  of  confcience, 
and  make  their  peace  whenever  they  have  made  their  acquifition, 
can  we  again  entangle  ourfelves  with  fuck  confederates  ?   I  antici- 
pate the  reply  to  all  this,  *^  How  can  we  maKe  peace  ?     After 
repeated  trials  it  has  been  (hewn  that  it  is  impoflible  to  negociate 
with  the  French  Dire£lory."     Your  Lordfliips  know  my  opinion 
upon  this ;  I  do  not  defire  that  His  Majefty's  Government  (hould 
humiliate  itfelf ;  I  have  always  given  my  opinion  on  what  I  con- 
ceive to  be  the  proper  and  becoming  manner  for  a  great  country 
like  this  to  aA.     I  do  not  know  what  may  now  be  the  difpolition 
of  the  French  Diredory  towards  peace;  I  have  no  means  of  know- 
ing it.  .  When  I  had  reafon  to  believe  there  was  a  difpolition  and 
an  opening,  I  did  not  fail  to  give  my  opinion  and  my  advipe.  Their 
repeated  trials>  they  fay,  have  failed  ;  they  know  beft  whether  they 
ought  to  have  failed.     I  do  not  wifh  to  exafperate  ;  if  they  were 
fincere,  I  only  lament  that  they  did  not  take   the  mod   dignified 
courfe,  nor  the  moA  likely  to  obtain  the  end.     The  courfe  that  I 
have  always  recommended  ia  that  which  is  open  and  unequivocal. 
I  would  have  your  Lordfliips  to  fliew  by  your  conduct,  that  you  feek 
for  no  other  objeS  than  fecurity  and  peace  ;  that  you  will  fupport 
the  Government,  wlio  fliall  a6t  upon  this  fingle  principle ;  and  let 
it  be  made  manifefl  to  all  the  world,  that  England  looks  to  nothing 
dfe.     It  is  particularly  dignified  to  make  this  declaration  in  the 
moment  of  conqucft.     I  have  faid,  that  I  do  not  know  how  the 
French  Diredtory  may  be  now  difpofed ;'  but  I  know  that  it  can 
never  be  unfcafonable  to  make  the  avowal  of  your  fyftem.    Political 
iicuations  are  always  changing !  every  (ix  months  produces  a  new 
asra,  and  gives  rife  to  new  ideas  in  ftates,  as  well  as  in  individuals. 
The  France  of  this  day,  is  not  the  France  of  laft  year  ;  and  thcre- 
forci  however  indifpofed  they  Were  upon  the  lad  experiment,  it  is 
now  worth  the  trial.     I  do  not  mean  that  you  fliould  fend  to  offer 
it,  but  chooie  the  moment  of  vidtory  Co  make  it  manifeft  that  you 
look  to  nothing  elfe ;  and  (hat  you  are  conAantly  ready  and  pre- 
pared to  make  it.     After  fuch  declaration,  fliould  they  Vefufe  it, 
our  courfe  is  clear  and  fafe.     Let  ua  lay  afide  all  idle  plans  of  cod« 
queft  and  acquifition  which  we  cannot  maintain,  witnefs  Corfica 
and  St.  Domingo,  and  let  us  only  think  of  cheap  and  economical 
defence.     Let  us  refufc  our  alTent  to  all  continental  intrigues  in 
'which  it  is  likely  that  the  French  irill  out-manoeuvre  us,  for  it  is 
clear  that  in  all  the  progrefs  of  their  fyi^em,  they  have  gained  full 
as  much  by  intri^e  as  they  have  by  arms.     To  all  fuch  intrigues 
this  country  ought  to  be  a  flranger,  and  all  combinations  which 
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have  intrigue  for  their  origin,  are  as  much  againft  the  interefts  of 
Great  Britain  as  they  are  againft  thofe  of  humanity.  The  powers 
that  combine  with  you  for  felfifh  purpofes^  are  only  true  to  their  en- 
gagements againft  France  until  they  have  fucceeded  in  their  views, 
and  then  they  become  French  in  their  turn.  (The  Direftory  know 
this,  and  take  their  advantages  of  it ;  they  are  not  weak  enpugh  to 
dread  the  confederacies  that  are  made  of  fuch  materials,  for  thaC 
which  has  been  accomplifhed  by  corruption  and  bribery,  they  know 
may  be  counteradlcd  by  the  fame  means.  Wc  ought  to  be  above 
the  meannefs  of  this  crooked  courfe.  No  man  feels  the  high  (itua- 
tion  of  this  country  more  than  I  do  ;  and  we  ought  to  reap  the  ad- 
-vantages  of  that  iituation.  Let  us  difplay  a  dilintereHed  fpirit  in 
our  fyftem^  and  above  all,  mark  our  choraflcr  by  moderation.  It 
is  the  policy,  and  it  ought  to  be  the  pride  of  this  country..  At  home 
the  Crown  has  gained  every  thing ;  it  cannot,  and  it  ought  not  ta 
look  for  any  farther  acceflion  of  power.  Oppofition  has  difappearc4 
— fome  fay  it  is  dead  and  buried,  and  that  Oppofition  as  a  party 
is  no  more.  I  am  told  fo,  but  I  fpeak  of  it  without  any  perfonal 
knowledge — I  ne^ver  was  a  party  man  ;  but  it  is  extingui(hed,  and 
it  is  a  great  opportunity  for  the  Crown  to  take  fuch  high  and  ad-^ 
vantageous  ground,  as  by  fecuring  popular  opinion,  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  all  party  again.  The  prcfent  is  a  moft  favourable  mo^ 
ment  for  fecuring  the  unanimity  which  now  prevails.  To  conci- 
liate popular  opinion  ought  to  be  the  great  objeA.  The  attachment 
of  the  people  is  Wronger  and  more  valuable  than  a  hundred  parties. 
By  keeping  down  the  expenccs,  by  introducing  economy  and  order 
into  every  department  of  the  ftate,  by  putting  an  end  to  the  concep- 
tions of  influence,  you  can  prevent  the  revival  of  party,  you  will 
reap  the  true  advantages  of  your  prefent  fituation.  I  (hall  certainly 
think  it  my  duty  to  give  my  fuppor^  to  every  vigorous  meafure  that 
ihall  ferve  to  put  the  country  into  a  (lill  more  advantageous  pofition. 
I  think  it  right  and  political  that  by  one  great  operation  of  finance 
you  (hould  keep  down  thofe  irkfome,  petty,  and  un|)rodu<Sive  cx- 
adlions  which  fret  and  dlAurb  men's  minds,  and  create  an  irritation 
which  would  again  favour  the  views  of  fadlion.  It  is  your  duty, 
my  Lords,  to  fupport  a  great  and  liberal  plan  that  (hall  fet  the  Go- 
vernment above  the  n^ceffity  of  petty  fliifts*  You  ought  to  be 
"•  fwiHcd  with  patronage  ;  it  has  gone  more  than  its  proper  length, 
and  in  order  to  prcferve  the  union  which  the  courfe  of  events  has  fo. 
happily  brought  about,  you  ought  to  join  in  any  extentive  and  dif- 
intereftcd  plan  by  which  the  country  fnall  learn  that  you  are  adtuatsd 
by  a  zeal  proportionate  to  your  high  condition  in  the  State.  I  (hall 
ccrtAinJy  think  it  my  duty  to  fupport  the  Government  in  this  courfe, 
always  xcfcrving  to  myftplf  my  longing  after  peace..     Wc  arc  told 
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of  ftrong  ineafures  which'  arc  in  contemplation ;  rumours  of  an 
Union  with  Ireland,  and  fo  forth.  My  Lords,  it  is  not  the  time 
for  me  to  pronounce  ahy  opinion  upon  that  great  quefiion.  I  have  ^' 
no  heruation,  however,  in  faying,  that  if  the  plan  upon  1  which  we 
are  in  future  to  goon,  is  a  plan  of  Government  hy  public  opinion, 
it  (hall  h^ve  my  countenance  and  fuppOrt :  if  it  be  a  plan  of  go- 
verning by  expencc,  by  corruption,  and  influence,  I  (hall  think  it 
my  duty  to  oppofc  ir,  whatever  title  it  may  bear.  I  thipk  that  we 
are  come  to  that  point  in  our  hiflory,  when  we  mud  refume  the  good 
fcnfe  of  our  anccftors,  and  govern  by  public  opinion,  not  by  bribery, 
patronage  and  corruption.  When  indead  of  looking  merely  to 
great  families,  we  muft  look  to  the  people  ;  and  wh^n,  inftead  of 
the  grafp  and  range  of  influence,  we  muft  truft  to  the  economy  with 
which  evcrj'  branch  of  the  Government,  is  admimftcred.  So  much 
for  our  home  affairs.  With  refpedl  to  our  external  pofition,  I  re- 
peat it,  my  Lords,  that  you  have  but  one  pradi cable  courfe ;  and  it 
-is,  to  declare  that  you  will  fteadily,  through  a  cheap  defenfive 
fyiiem,  look  only  to  attain  a  folid,  permanent,  and  honourable 
peace. 

Lord  ROMNEY  faid.  Minivers  had  (hewn  fuch  a  zeal,  a^i- 
vity  and  diligence  in  carrying  on  this  war  againA  our  moft  invete- 
rate enemy,  that  he  was  perfedly  fatisfled  they  deferved  the  higheft 
praife ;  but,  fays  his  Lord(hip,  I  (hall  not  fay  any  thing  upon  that 
fubje£l,  becaufe  I  do  not  wi(h  any  of  your  Lord(hips'  time  to  be 
taken  up  in  the  conflderation  of  it  now,  efpccially  as  the  noble  Lords 
V.  ho  have  preceded  me  in  this  debate,  have  already  fpokeh  upon 
the  fubjedt.  I  (hall  only  fay  that  I  have  the  pleafiire  to  coincide  in 
opinion  with  the  noble  Lords  who  moved  and  feconded  the  addrefs 
now  before  your  Lord(hips. 

The  noble  Marquis  who  fpoke  laft  alluded  to  the  opinion  of  the 
people  on,  the  fubjedt  of  the  late  negotiation  for  peace  between  this 
country  and  France  ;  and  he  ftatcd  how  eflential  it  is  that  the  opi« 
nion  of  the  people  (hould  be  with  his  Majcfly's  Minifters^  and  that 
they  (hould  think  them  iincere  ;  whether'  the  negociattoo  was  well 
conduced  or  not  on  our  part,  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine,  becadfe 
I  do  not  feel  that  I  am  competent  to  fuch  a  determination,  but 
forming  an  opinion  as  well  as  I  am  able,  I  mufl  fay,  becaufe  I 
feel,  that  it  was  well  conduced.  I  am  fure  it  had  the  efTeft  of 
convincing  the  people  of  England  that  His  Majei^y's  MiniAers  were 
fincere.  • 

We  hear  miich  faid  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  prefent  war,  and 
there  arc  fomc  who  continually  call  it  **  this  unfortunate  war."  It 
is  junforttinatc^  certainly,  my  Lords,  on  account  of  the  expence  with 
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which* it  is  attended;  but  taking  that  out  o£  the  ooofideiation, 
which  I  think  we  ought  to  do,  for  it  is  unavoidahlc,  then  I  would 
iajr  that  this  country  never  d^ied  on  any  war  that  was  more  fuc- 
cefsfiil  dian  the  prefent.  , 

As  to  the  obfervations  that  are  made  upon  (peeches  from  the 
Throne,  and  how  little  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  promifes  that  may 
be  there  held  forth>  and  the  inconveniences  that  may  arife  from 
your  Lordihips  remaining  flill  until  treaties  are  concluded,  I  can 
only  fay  that  fuch  is  the  courfe  of  things  under  the  very^nature  of 
our  Government.  Your  Lordfhips  caa.have  nothing  but  hints  in 
fpeeches  from  the  Throne  until  treaties  are  concluded ;  for  until 
then,  no  regular  information  comes  before  this  Houfe»  and  therefore, 
you  can  have  nothing  but  the  information  which  is  conveyed  to 
you  by  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  which  fpeech  your  Lord(hips 
have  a  right  to  make  obfervations  upon,  becaufe  it  is  always  confi- 
dered  as  the  fpeech  of  the  Minifter. 

The  noble  Marquis  ailcs,  what  there  is  in  the  condition  of  Tur« 
key  to  make  that  power  the  fubjed  of  our  hope }  What  there  is  that 
may  be  faid  to  have  been  fuccefsful  with  regard  to  them  ?  I  can 
only  fay,  that  they  have  lately  been  very  fucoebful,  for  they  have 
feen  their  errors  with  regard  to  their  conduxS  towards  France ;  they 
now  fee  they  ought  long  ago  to  have  oppofed  the  French  with  the 
utmoft  vigour.  They  haye  now  opened  their  eyes,  and  they  are 
determined  to  ad  with  vigour.  They  have  feen  that  this  country 
is  true  to  its  engagements,  and  they  now  wi£h  to  form  new 
alliances.. 

The  Emperor  Paul  is  alfo  taken  notice  of  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne  ;  his  chaca£)er,  I  believe,  deferves  praife— >he  is  indeed  dif- 
ferent from  his  prcdeceflbr  Catherine ;  his  fyftem  of  internal  policy 
is  moderation  ;  he  does  not  wi(h  people  to  be  k^t  ^n  dungeons. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  a  prince  fo. remarkable  for  virtue  will  be 
ikithiul  to  his  engagements,  and  therefore,  I  confefs,  I  am  glad  of 
the  alliance  between  him  and  this  country. 

I  have  heard  a  rumour,  that  Denmark  and  Sweden  are  arming, 
and  chat  the  other  powers  are  making  gfeat  preparations  ;  I  hope 
the  rumour  is  true.  If  Europe  had  made  a  common  caufe  againft 
the  French,  they  would  have  been  long  ago  fuccefsful,  andtheGrr^/ 
Nation  muft  have  given  way  to  tt>em  ;  hut  it  is  not  yet  too  late, 
and  I  eannot  help  chinking  that  the  contcd  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, is  now  more  favourable  than  ever  it  was  before  this  time,  • 

With  regard  to  our  finances,  I  fee  nothing  to  alarm  us  ;  nor  arc 
thofe  who  are  fuppofed  to  fee  thefe  points  pretty  clearly,  at  all  in  a 
^ate  of  defpondency,  for  the  funds  are  higher  than  they  have  been 
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for  a  coniiderable  time.  Wc  poflefs  great  advantages  at  this  mo« 
ment ;  the  leading  one  is,  that  we  are*  now  an  united  and  a  vigoroua 
people,  and  I  hope  we  fhall  at  lafi  arrive  at  a  fafe  and  an  honour- 
able peace.  As  to  the  conquefts  which  we  made,  and  whfch  the 
V)obIe  Marquis  fays  we  could  not  keep ;  witnefe,  he  fays,  Saint  Do- 
mingo and  Coriica  ;  I  can  only  obferve,  that  thefe  are  not  the  only 
conquefts  which  we  have  made,  for  I  would  fay  to  the  noble  Mar- 
'  quis,  witnefs  Saint  Lucie,  Martinique,  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  I  d9  not  know  that  we  have  yet  thought  of  giving  any  of 
thefe  up,  but  I  will  not  pretend  to  judge  of  the  policy  of  giving 
fbrhe  places  up  and  of  retaining  others ;  fom^  we  may  give  up,  be- 
cauf^  they  are  found  to  be  untenable.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know 
the  confequences  of  thefe  that  have  been  given  up ;  thefe  are  points 
which!  leave  to  the  wifdomof  His  Majefty's  Minil^ers  ;  they,  in 
my  opinion,  ought  to  decide  thofe  points  for  us,  becaufe  they  have 
the  beft  means  for  forming  correft  judgements.  I  do  not  feel 
myfelf  Competent  to  dedde  upon  them. 

Lord  HOLLAND.  Promifes  have  been  from  time  to  time 
held  forth  to  us,  and  which  have  been  from  time  to  rime  almoft 
uniformly  broken,  that  I  own,  however  gratifying  it  might  be  to 
my  feelings  if  I  could,  I  cannot  agree  in  all  the  fentiments  which 
were  conveyed  to  your  Lordfhips  in  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne 
to-night,  and  which  are  repeated  in  the  addrefs- which  is  now  before 
you.  I  am  under  the  neceffity  of  taking  notice  of  fome  parts  of 
the  fentiments  of  the  nobk  Lords  who  moved  and  feconded  the 
addrefs  ;  I  will  allow  to  thefe  noble  Lords  all  they  can  delire  in 
the  a^ument ;  I  will  confider  all  the  vidtories  we  have  gained,  as 
additions  to  the  national  credit  and  honour ;  for  no  man,  can  be 
Inore  witling  <than  myfelf  to  dwell  with  pleafure  on  the  vidories  of 
our  country  ;  I  will  allow  that  whenever  our  naval  force  has  met 
that  of  the  enemy,  we  have,  without  a  fingle  exception,  been  fuc- 
cefsful ;  yet,  with  all  thefe  advantages,  I  confefs  it  appeared  to  me> 
that  the  noble  Lords  who  moved  and  feconded  the  addrefs,  failed  to 
prove  that,  which  it  was  their  great  obje£t  to  eftablifh,  namely,  that 
the  next  combination  of  the  powers  of  Europe  will  procure  for  this 
country  an  advantageous  peace.  I  have  already  faid,  that  no  man 
can  rgoice  more  fincerely  than  myfelf  at  our  late  viAory ;  but  then, 
my  I^ords,  let  us  look  what  ufe  is  likely  to  be  made  of  it.  If  the 
only  advantage  which  we  are  to  gain  by  it,  be  merely  to  revive  the 
horrors  of  war  ;  if  Minifters  intend  only  to  avail  themfelves'of 
this  opportunity,  to  fpread  the  devaftations  of  war  over  the  fur- 
face  of  the  globe,  more  generally  than  has  hitherto  been  done  ;  1 
own,  I  do  not  fee  any  realbo  for  exultation.     I  confefs  it  has  ap- 
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pcared  to  me  for  fomt  time,  that  this  is  the  dilpofltion  of  His  Ma*^ 
jefty's  Minifters,  inftead  of  making  it  the  means  of  obtaining  that 
which  alone  is  the  firft  objeAof  all  war^  namely,  peace.  Would 
to  God,  my  Lords,  that  fuch  were  the  views  of  Minifters!  but  it 
is  impoffible  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  is  their  ferious  intention.  The 
very  language  of  the  fpecch  holds  out  a  contrary  fentiment.  We 
bear  indeed  of  the  powerful  efFe£)s  of  a  new  confederacy  ;  it  is  held 
out  to  you  now  in  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne ;  but  this  is  not  the 
firft  time  you  have  heard  from  the  Throne,  of  the  probable  cWc&  of 
a  powerful  confederacy  againft  France  ;  and  I  wi(h  to  know  what 
there  is  now  in  your  fituation,  which  (hould  induce  you  to  think 
that  the  confederacy  now  about  to  be  formed,  (for  I  have  not  heard 
of  its  being  yet  completed)  will  be  of  a  firmer  texture,  and  moro 
durable  and  efficacious,  than  thofe  which  have  been  tried  already^ 
The  trqth  of  the  matter  indeed  is,  that  all  confederacies  are  liable  to 
be  diflblved  from  the  contrariety  of  interefts,  unavoidable  accidents, 
and  the  natural  jealouftes  which  the  confederates  have  for  each  other* 
Thefe  are  evils  which  are  infeparable  from  all  conferacics  whatever^ 
and  there  are  as  many  of  them  applicable  to  the  different  powers  of 
Europe,  now,  perhaps,  as  there  ever  were  at  any  former  time.  I  fay 
this,  not  from  the  charadlcrs  of  the  different  powers,  (which  by  the 
way  would  juftify  me),  but  I  fay  it  from  the  experience  ofi  pofitivc 
ads,  which  are  almoft  equal  to  demonftration.  I  have  no  fcruplc 
in  faying,  that  the  former  confederacy  of  Princes  was  one  of  the 
chief  caufes  of  the  calamities  which  the  French  Revolution  had  pro- 
duced. I  fay  then,  my  Lords,  that  experience  teaches  you  it  is 
impoffible  to  have  any  advantage  to  this  country  by  any  confederacy 
whatever.  .  Compare  the  lituation  of  this  country  at  this  moment 
with  its  condition  at  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  and  then  al\ 
yourfelves,  my  Lords,  what  is  likely  to  be  the  refolt  of  your  pro- 
ceeding ?  If  fo  many  viciories  cannot  gain  you  |)eace,  what  is  a 
new  confederacy  to  produce  ?  You  have  loft  fome  things  by  trea- 
chery, and  others  you  have  gained  by  conqueft ;  but  yet  I  do  not  fee 
that  your  condition  is  in  the  leaft^degree  amended.  And  here  I 
cannot  help  obferving,  that  while  we  remember  (how  is  it  poffible 
to  foiget  f )  how  we  have  treated  fome  States  :  how  our  friendihtp 
has  been  the  ruin  of  fome  people ;  it  is  not  very  handfome,  nor  ve^y 
generous,  to  talk  much  of  the  manner  in  which  fomle  States  have 
loft  their  power  and  confequence  for  want  of  having  fufficiently  re- 
fifted  the  attacks  of  France.  '  I  fay,  my  Lords,  this  is  neither  gene* 
rous  nor  handfome  in  us  when  we  know  that  fome  States  have,  fot 
the  prefent  at  leaft,  been  blotted  out  of  the  map,  in  confequence  of 
our  moft  friendly  interference.     With  regard  to  the  union  of  otbci 
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powers,  and  the  reliance  that  we  ought  to  placeon  their  iincerity  towards 
us,  let  us  recoiled  that  we  have  not  had  one  of  them  in  alliance 
with  us  who  has  not-deferted  us.  Audria,  the  mod  confiderable  of 
them  all,  was  only  a  drain  upon  us,  and  a  temptation  for  the  con- 
qued  of  the  enemy.  But  my  obfervations  are  not  confined  merely 
to  the  weaknefs  of  any  confederacy,  and  the  improbability  there  is 
of  its  even  continuing  for  a  fufficient  time,  or  in  fufficient  force,  to 
be  efFe6)ual ;  or  of  the  probability  there  is  that  they  wiU  deceive  us 
again  if  we  trud  to  them  ;  but  my  obfe'rvation  extends  to  an  obje£t 
of  another  nature— I  mean  that  the  late  glorious  vidJory  we  obtained 
over  the  French  ought  to  induce  us  to  (hew  a  difpofitton  for  peace; 
for  that  is  the  truly  wife  ufe  that  fhould  be  made  of  the  advantage 
you  have  gained.  Indeed  if  you  do  not  (hew  that  difpofirion  whep 
you  are  fuccefsful,  I  do  not  know  when,  with  any  advantage,  you 
can  {hew  it ;  for  if  you  (hew  it  after  an  adverfe  fortune,  cither  your 
finceriry  or  your  courage  will  be  doubted.  Then  I  a(k,  what 
period  is  to  be  fixed  for  the  termination  of  this  conteft  ?  We  have 
been  told  that  the  French  never  (hew  any  difpofition  for  peace 
when  they  are  fuccefsful  ;  but  if  that  be  fo,  it  is  a  defeft  in  ihtm^ 
and  we  ought  not  to  imitate  it.  I  think  the  tone  of  the  French 
is  lowered,  in  fome  particulars  at  leaft — I  may  be  told  that  is  be* 
caufe  Hicy  feel  they  are  weak  ;  to  which  I  anfwer,  if  it  be  fo,  we 
(hould  now  try  what  may  be  done  towarc^s  pacification,  for  they 
may  gain  firength  again,  and  then  they  will  belefs  eafy  to  deal  with 
than  they  are  at  prefent.  If  any  noble  Lord  (liould  think  any  part 
of  what  I  fay  worthy  of  obfcrvation,  and  (hould  obfcrve,  that  what 
I  am  urging  tends  to  recommending  humiliation  to  this  country,  I 
(hould  anfwer,  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  this  country  who  would 
fcom  to  do  fo  nK)re  than  the  perfon  who  has  now  the  honour  of  ad- 
drelTmgyourLordfhips  ;  but  I  muft  declare,  what  fome  may  think 
foolifli,  but  I  (hall  declare  it,  becaufe  it  appears  to  me  founded  in 
found  fenfe.  That  to  (hew  a  difpofition  for  peace  in  the  hour  of  prof* 
perit)',  is  not  a  humiliation,  but  a  magnanimity.  And  I  do  not 
think  that  the  people  of  this  country  would  think  it  humiliating  if 
a  peaceable  difpofition  was  now  manifefted  in  their  name  by  His 
Majcfty's  Minifters  ;  and  yet  I  am  well  afTured  that  they  would  not 
now  (I  hope  they  never  will)  hear  of  any  peace  that  was  not  confif- 
tent  with  their  honour  and  their  intereft.  I  am  fo  far  from  think- 
ing that  the  people  would  have  any  wj(hes  that  are  inconfiftent  with 
the  future  glory,  as  well  as  the  prefent  comfort,  of  this  country^  if 
tfley  had  the  means  of  deciding  the  prefent  conteft,  that  I  wifh,  with 
all  my  hearty  they  'had  their  due  weight  and  power  in  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Vol.  VII.  "  E 
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•With  regard  to  the  diminution  of  our  cxpcnce,  it  would  give  me 
great  fatisfa6lion  if  it  could  he  brought  about  with  fafety  ;  but  I 
muft  confcfs,  however  dcfirablc  that  might  be,  I  do  not  fee  much 
probability  of  it  arprefent ;  and,  indeed,  I  .(hould  not  pay  mLUch 
attention  to  the  fubjcd^,  if  I  heard  any  affuranccs  made  upon  it 
from  the  higheft  authority,  for  I  have  obferved,  that  in  the  years 
when  we  had  the  (Irongcft  aiTurances  of  retrenchment,  our  expendi- 
ture has  moft  remarkably  increafed. 

I  feel  the  difficuhy  of  fucceeding,  in  the  hour  of  viflorj',  in  any 
attempt  to  moderate  dcfire.  I  know  it  is  an  unwelcome  talk  to 
talk  to  your  Lordfliips  of  a  dlfpolition  to  peace :  but,  neverthelefs, 
I  cannot  help  urging  it,  bccaufe  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  do  fo. 
But  when  noble  Lords  talk  »f  a  creat  fpirit  in  tTiis  Houfe  for  the 
continuation  of  the  war,  I  fed  the  effcdt  of  that  obfervation.  I 
ought  to  apologize  to  your  Lordfhips  for  taking  up  your  time  :  but 
I  feel  that  the  fpirit  is  likely  to  continue,  and  I  fear  the  effect  of  it. 
I  do  not  think  I  pafs  the  bounds  of  order  when  I  fay  we  hav€  frefh 
recruits  continually  poured  into  this  Houfe  to  fight  for  His  Majefly's 
Minlfters. 

Lord  MULGRAVE  was  forry  to  offer  himfclf  to  the  notice  of 
thtir  lyordfliips,  in  confoquence  of  what  had  pafled  in  the  difcuflTion, 
but  his  perfonal  feelings  induced  him  to  join  in  the  general  exprcf- 
fions  of  joy  and  congratulation  on  the  glorious  achievements  of 
Lord  Nclibn.  The  gallant  Admiral  had,  in  his  earlieft  years, 
given  the  moft  fignal  proofs  of  future  Ikill  and  gallantry.  He  had 
been  educated  in  an  excellent  fcliool,  and  even  at  that  youthful 
period  aflbrdcd  cxpc(!i\ations  fb  well  grounded  and  fo  fanguine,  as 
not  to  be  furpafitd  by  the  brilliant  and  unparalleled  vi(!^ory  which 
he  had  gained.  Mingling  his  tribute, of  applaufe  in  the  burft  of 
general  joy,  on  an  event  io  unexampled  in  its  luftre,  and  fo  ad- 
vantageous in  its  relulr,  he  confeiTed  he  had  little  difpofition  to  enter 
into  the  arguments  advanced  by  the  noble  Marquis  for  propofing 
terms  of  peace  to  fuch  an  enemy  as  we  had  to  contend  with.  The 
noble  Lord  had  maintained,  that  wc  were,  under  the  prefcnt  clr- 
cumflanccs,  bound  to  come  jforward  and  negotiate.  But  what  was 
the  (ituation  of  both  countries  ?  Was  the  noble  Lord  fupported  in 
his  ftatemcnt  by  a  candid  review  of  the  circumflarices  in  which  they 
both  flood  ?  Were  the  Governments  equal  in  points  of  jufticc  ? 
Were  they  equal  in  point  of  found  policy  ?  Were  they  equal  in 
popularity  ?  If  they  were  not,  he  would  aflc.  Was  the  prefent 
moment  a  time  for  the  difplay  of  unmerited  and  ic^udicious  mode- 
ration ?  Was  it  a  time  to  crouch  to  the  intemperate  views  of  inor«- 
dinate  ambition,  and  to  feek  for  precarious  fecurity  i     No !  it  was. 
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on  the  contrary,  a  timc^for  infpiring  unanimity  and  vigour,  for  in- 
fufingtonftancy  and  courage  into  the  powers  which  were  threatened 
with  diflblution,  and  for  rcfcujng  from  oppreflion  and  every  fpecics 
of  mifcry,  the  countries  which  had  unfortunaft^ly  fallen  vidiims  to 
the  arbitrary  meafures,  and  the  boundlcfs  tyranny  of  the  French  Re- 
public. Our  propofals  to  make  pence  on  former  occafions  had  been 
converted  into  arguments  againl\  us,  and  had  operated*  in  exciting 
exertions  againft  ourfelves.  They  had  deluded  the  enemy  to  think 
that  we  could  no  longer  carrv  on  the  war,  and  that  they  had  been 
dictated  by  impciious  neccffity,  but  it  v\3&  a  delufion  for  which  the 
enemy  had  juftiv  and  dearly  futTered,  and  which  in  the  end  proved 
the  happy  ini^rument  of  our  triumph  and  exultation.  However  he 
might  lament  the  private  diftreflcs  of  many,  and  that  the  tears  of 
individuals  were  (hed  on  various  occafions,  the  general  exultation 
was  complete  and  fatisfad^ory,  for  it  was  founded  on'  the  general 
goody  on  the  prefer vation,  tlie  glory,  and  the  happincfs  of  the 
country.  Great  Sritain  ftood  in  a  high  and  glorious  fituaiion,  in  a- 
proud  and  honourable  pre-eminence,  at  the  head  of  Europe,  offer- 
ing herproteflion  to  the  ftates  diftreffed  or  threatened  by  the  com- 
mon enemy  ;  let  them  then  come  under  her  fliield,  which  is  raifed 
for  their  defence  and  fccurity  !  The  noble  Lord  had  made  a  moft 
wonderful  difcovcrv.  He  had  found  out  that  it  was  not  the  fan- 
guinary  Government  of  France  which  had  diffufcd  ruin  and  defo- 
lation  throughout  the  Continent,  but  that  it  was  our  interference 
and  our  mildncOs  which  had  fet  Europe  in  a  flame.  There  was 
nothing,  in  the  opinion  of  that  noble  Lord,  on  our  part,  but  a  dif- 
poHtion  Co  commence  a  war,  and  an  indifpofition  to  conclude  it. 
Such  were  the  wonderful  difcovcrics  made  by  the  noble  Lord,  and 
they  certainly  would  polTefs  in  the  general  opinion  that  degree  of 
credit  to  which  their  extraordinary  merit  and  ingenuity  entitled 
them.  The  noble  Marquis  had^alfcrted  that  no  concert,  no  fyfic- 
matic  plan  of  co-operation  could  cxill  between  nations  jealous  of 
one  another.  That  Auftria  and  Pruflia  were  jealous  of  each  other, 
when  they  entered  into  the  war,  and  became  parties  in  the  coalition, 
he  was  ready  to  admit ;  and  the  noble  Marquis  was  welcome  to 
every  benefit  he  could  derive  from  a  conceflion  fo  limited.  But  he 
wiould  aflc.  Was  not  the  fituation  of  thefe  powers  moft  materially 
altered  fince  that  period  ?  Had  Auftria  and  Pruflia  feen  no  exam- 
ple of  ruin  produced  by  indprovidcntly  and  raflily  indulging  in  fen- 
timents  of  jealoufy  ?  They  were  at  length  fenfible  of  the  ncceflity 
of  purfuing  with  united  firmnefs  meafures  calculated  to  promote 
their  true  tnterefts ;  and  he  would  undertake  to  fay,  that  with  the 
falutary  impreflTion  of  their  paft  experience,  he  Ihould  have  more  juft 
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confidence  in  t}i^ir  prefent  alliance  than  in  thai  of  the  moft. amica- 
ble nations  in  a  former  war.  The  unexpe£led  co7operation  between 
Rufiia  and  the  Ottomar^  Porte  had  been  held  out  as  a  junction  that 
could  not  be  permanent,  or  attended  with  any  folid  advantages.  But 
what  could  have  induced  the  Grand  Seignior,  with'  all  the  preju- 
dices wi(h  which  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  tainted  againft  his  new  ally, 
to  fufFer  the  Ruflian  fleet  to  pafs  the  Dardanellcjty  but  the  dreadful 
example  of  the  defulation  and  horrors  held  out  to  him  by  the  am- 
bition and  rapacity  of  the  French  in  Europe  i  Were  any  unbiafled 
perfon  to  take  a  view  of  the  refpetfiive  lituatton  of  England  and 
France,  he  could  not  fubfcribe  to  the  language  of  humiliation  which 
had  been  reGommer\ded  by  the  noble  Lord.  The  one  was  high  in 
general  efiimation,  fruitful  in  refources,  venerated  for  the  pundual 
performance  of  engagements,  and  fceking  no  benefits  but  thofe  to 
which  ihe  was  entitled  by  the  civilifed  intercourfe  of  mankind,  and 
a  Aridt  and  (acred  adherence  to  the  eftablifhed  laws  of  natrons.  The 
other  was  degraded  in  the  qpinion  of  the  worlds,  dcbafed  by  her  re*- 
peated  breaches  of  public  faith,  poflefling  no  refources  but  thofe 
arifing  from  violence,  and  therefore  of  a  perilhable  nature  ;  with 
no  other  finews  of  war  but  thofe  furni(hed  by  the  furious  fpirit  of 
rapacity— a  nation  which,  having  exhauftcd  thofexountries  that  had 
fallen  facriflces  to  open  force  •r  treachery,  had  been  compelled  to 
fend  an  expedition  to  Egypt  for  the  pufpofe  of  providing  refources 
which  it  was  impoflible  to  procure  at  home.  The  very  idea  of  en- 
tering into  any  ncgociation  at  prefent  with  a  Government  of  that 
defcription,  and  of  confequently  checking  the  reviving  fpirit  of  Eu- 
rope, would,  in  his  mind,  not  only  militate  againft  the  true  and  fub« 
fiantial  interefls  of  the  country,  but  afford  an  unquedionable  jproof 
of  pufillanimity  and  meannefs. 

Lord  HOLLAND  faid,   he  was  forry  to  be  obliged  again  to 
trouble  their  Lordfliips  ;  but  he  could  not  allow  them   to   remain 
under  the  impreffion,  which  the  ni)blc  Lord  who  had  juft  fat  down 
bad  endeavoured  to  give — that  he  had  fpoken  of  the  moderation  of 
France  lately,   and  in    every  inftancc,  or  that  he  had  imputtrd  the 
'  ftate  of  fevcral  countries  in  Europe,  folcly  to  the  Britifh  Cabinet* 
There  was  a  great  diffcrince  between  contributing  to  an  end,  and 
being  the  fole  caufe  of  if.     The  Minifters  of  this  country  might 
have  brought  about  the  Hate  of  things  under  which  the  calamities 
into  which  thcfc  countries  had  fallen  neceflarily  followed.     He  had, 
never  faid,   that  the  French  had  always   been   moderate   in   their 
condu£t.     It  was  not  in  the  nature  of  Frenchmen,  or  in  the  cha- 
racter of  any  government  in  France,  republican  or  monarchical,  to 
be  always  moderate^     This  he  had  contended}  however,  that,  there 
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had  been  periods,  in  which  conciliattpn  on  th^  part  of  this  countiy 
X  would,  even  in  the  moment  of  the  higheA  profperity  of  France,  lead 
to  peace.  It  Was  certainly  an  ungracious  talk  to  remind  their  Lordr 
(hips  that  thefe  opportunities  had  been  loft.  He  did  not  mean  to 
enter  into  the  difcuffion  now.  He  trufied  a  time  would  come, 
when  it  woOld  be  folemnly  taken  up ;  when  the  people  of  this  coun* 
try  would  call  for  ir.  If  he  had  advanced  the  propolitions  whidi 
the  noble  Lord  had  afcribed  to  him,  he  would  have  ju(lly  been  the 
objedt  of  ridicule  ;  but  the  arguments  which  the  noble  Lord  ridU 
culcd  were  of  his  own  making.  He  had  contended,  indeed,  that 
the  fums  of  money  fent  abroad  by  this  country,  had  continued  the 
war  on  the  Continnent  without  advantage  ;  that  this  war  had  tended 
to  confolidate  the  power  of  France.  He  lamented  to  fay,'  that  the 
endeavours  of  the  Britilh  Cabinet,  and  the  coalition  they  put  In 
motion  to  cruih  the  French  Revolution,  had  placed  the  French  ia 
a  Htuation  which  made  them  for  a  time  the  difturbprs  of -Europe. 
Experience  had  proved  how  inadequate  a  former  coalition  had 
been  to  overcome  the  power  of  France,  and  he  faw  no  reafon  to 
imagine  that  the  coalition  which  was  about  to  be  renewed,  would 
be  more  fuccefsful. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  fpoke  nearly  as  folbws — After  the  very 
able  manner  in  which  the  different  topics  before  you  have  been 
difcufTed  by  the  noble  Lords  who  have  fpoken  in  favour  of  the 
addrefs,  nothing  ihould  now  have  called  me  up,  to  trouble  your 
Lordihips  with  any  additional  at^uments  of  mine,  but  that  I  was 
unwilling  to  allow  fome  obfervations  which  dropped  from  the  noble 
Lord  who  has  juft  fat  down,  to  pafs  in  lilence.  The  noble  Lord 
has  alluded  to  certain  points,  on  which  he  hopes  that  the  moment 
for  difcuflion  will  arrive.  Let  not  the  noble  Lord  imagine,  that 
I  will  (brink  from  fuch  a  difcuflion;  let  him  not  think  that  I 
will  ever  be  afraid  to  meet  him,  or  any  man,  to  argue  that  quef- 
tion.  I  call  upon  the  noble  Lord  to  identify  dates  and  circum- 
ftances,  to  point  out  the  time  when  His  Majelly*s  Minifters  were 
backward  to  embrace  and  to  improve  any  favourable  opportunity 
which  promifed  to  lead  to  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace.  On  the 
contrary,  as  my  no()le  friend  has  well  obferved,  if  Minifters  were 
at  all  to  blame,  it  was  in  being  too' forward  to  teftify  their  anxiety 
for  peace ;  fads  and  documents  are  on  record,  and  will  (hew 
whether  the  charge  which  the  noble  Lord  has  urged,  be  well  founded. 
But  furely  never  was  there  a  worfe  occafioiv  than  the  prefent  for 
renewing  thefe  queftions.  There  have  been  times  indeed  when 
France,  in  the  career  of  her  fuccefs,  was  able  to  di6)ate  terms  to 
tbofe  who  fued  her  for  peace.     There  have  been  moments  when  it 
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w:is  found  ncccfTary  to  abandon  Europe,  bccaufc  Europe  had  aban- 
doned iffelf.  There  have  been  moments  when  it  was  impofliblc 
to  oppofe  with  vigour  ami  cfFe6^  the  progrcfs  of  France,  bccaufc  it 
was  impoffible  to  awaken  other  powers  to  their  true  intercfls,  or 
larher,  to  infufe  reafon  into  tlicir  Councils.  There  have  been 
Statefmen  who  argued  like  the  noble  Lord  and  his  friends  ;  who 
by  a  mean  and  a  temporifing*  policy,  compromtfed  their  own  dig- 
liity,  and  left  France  miftrefs  of  Europe.  What  has  produced  that 
lamentable  degraded  ftate  of  fevcral  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  but 
tiHinfcIs  fuch  as  thofe  which  the  noble  Lord,  and  thofe  with  whom 
he  has  aiSted,  have  uniformly  recommended  ?  ,What  has  endan- 
gered the  fubverfion  of  civilized  fcKiety,  and  the  overthrovy  of  the 
Itdem  of  Europe,  but  paltry,  (hameful  difunion;  bat  thofe  ftiifting, 
felfifh  politics,  which  have  to  night  been  applauded  ;  till  at  lall, 
after  France  has  for  years  been  ftrengthencd  by  the  rcfourccs  of 
plunder^  the  mifcry  of  republican  domination  has  driven  thofe  coun- 
tries to  that  rcfiftance  which  they  were  afraid  to  exert  when  their 
fireng^  and  their  means  were  entire?  It  is  not  with  forrow,  but  with 
pride  and  fatisfa^Stion,  that  I  acknowledged  that  I  have  never  fub- 
mittcd  to  you  the  neceffity  of  different  policy.  I  have  valued  too  much 
the  teftimony  of  my  own  confciencc,  the  feelings  of  national  honour, 
the  dtdatcs  of  public  duty,  and,  perhaps,  thofe  frail  memorials 
which  may  remain  of  me,  fhould  men  take  the  trouble  'to  inquire 
how  I  have  thought  and  a6^ed  in  this  great  crifis,  ever  to  advife  any 
other  than  a  vigorous,  manly  line  of  conduct,  or  to  rccomnricnd  any 
refource  but  in  our  conftancy  and  pcrfeverance.  It  has  ever  been 
the  opinion  which  I  have  entertained  and  avowed,  tnat  if  F* ranee 
lemained'  nwftrefs  of  tiie  Continent,  you  could  have  no  fafety. 
That  though  by  the  dtfcrtion  and  timidity  of  other  powers  you 
roiglit  be  driven  to  feparatc  negotiation,  yet,  whatever  might  be  the 
importance  and  glory  of  your  own  fucceffes,  you  could  never  have  a 
good  and  fcciirc  pc::cc.  Difunion,  mean,  fhifting  policy,  have  oc- 
cafloncd  all  tht  calamities  under  which  a  confiderablc  pan  of  Europe 
now  groans.  Now,  however,  there  is  fomething  more  th.m  mere 
fymptoms  of  the  return  of  other  fcntimcnfs,  and  the  prevalence  of 
other  views.  There  is  more  than  fymproms  to  (hew  that  the 
powers  on  the  Continent  are  willing  tt)  embrace  a  line  of  conduct 
more  fuited  to  their  intercfts.  This  thf  n  is  not  the  moment  for 
England  to  fl)ow  tha^  (he  is  guided  only  by  little  fclfifti  politics. 
Initead  at  rcfigning  Europe  to  its  fare,  and  abandoning  the  viiS^imS 
of  French  domination  to  their  raifery,  it  ought  to  be  the  bufmefs  of 
England  to  animate  their  efforts,  and  contribute  to  their  deliverance. 
H  is  rather  thedoty  of  the.Miniftcrs  of.  this  country,  fupported  by 
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King  and  Padiamrent,  to  fay  that  wc  arc  ready  to  affift  the  reft  of 
Europe  ;  that  wc  arc  \Villing  to  aid  ihcm  by  our  counfels  ;  to  fup-> 
port  thcrn  with  our  rcTourccs  ;  to  conciliate  differences  ;  to  allay 
jcaloufics  ;  to  unite  their  efforts — and  not,  by  reviving  fornier  fyf- 
tcms,  by  enflaming  old  jcaloufics,  and" encouraging  former  rival- 
flu{>s,  to  prevent  that  co-operation  and  concert  which  is  fo  nocedaiy 
to  the  general  fafery  of  Europe,  and  fo  connected  with  the  true  in- 
tcrt'ft  of  the  country. 

Such  is  the  fyrtcm  upon  which  I  have  aflcd,  nor  can  any  man 
fo  hr  miil.^ke  the  principle  of  that  fyftem,  as  to  imagine  that  Mi- 
ni (lets  have  been  avcrfc  to  avail  themfclves  of  any  favourable  op- 
portunity for  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace.  The  noble  Marquis  has 
obfcrvedj^  that  thofe  viclorics  (hould  only  have  been  renrKrmbcced' 
which  Jed  to  peace:  and  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  lali  fald,  that 
the  attainment  of  an  immediate  peace  was  thq  only  legitimate  oi>- 
jcc^  of  war.  I  have  ever  undcrftood,  however,  that*  thofe  vi^orics 
were  the  moft  renowned  and  celebrated  which  were  gained  in  fclf- 
defence,  and  that  the  mo(^  Jegitimate  of  all  wars  was  that  which  b 
waged  for  that  great  objecSV.  To  the  fulleft  .praifc  in  both  thefe 
rcfpe£^i?,  the  glorious  viftory  of  Lord  Nelfon  is  entitled.  That 
no'^lc  Lord  will  indeed  do  that  which  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke. 
laft  has  referred  to  fo  invidioufly  ;  he  will  bring  with  him  into  this 
Houfe^  a  true  martial  fpirit,  and  honours  as  well  Earned  as  thofe 
which  ennobled  the  anceftors  of  either  of  the  noble  Lords.  Nor 
will*  this  brilliant  vidory  be  without  its  advantages.  Notwithftand- 
ing  what  has  been  aflerted,  and  whether  peace  be  immediate  or 
more  remote,  there  can  be  no  peace  negotiated  by  this  country,  in 
which  that  great  achievement  will  not  form  a  leading  contideration. 
Thefe  are  the  counfels  which  we  have  offered,  and  thefe  are  tlic 
principles  which,  in  my  oiHcial  capacity,  I  have  ui^ed  to  the  Go- 
vernments upon  the  Continent.  Shall  I  then  be  told  that  this  ad- 
vice has  occafioncd  the  calamities  which  have  befallen  part  of  Eu- 
rope f  At  the  beginning  of  the  contcft,  when  Holland  was  endea- 
vouring by  negotiation  to  avoid  the  danger  with  which  it  was  threa- 
tened, we  endeavoured  to  inculcate  the  principle  that  fuch  a  compro- 
mife  would  infallibly  lead  to  ruin  and  to  mifcry.  The  words  in 
His  Majcfty's  fpecch,  in  whidi  the  condud  of  Holland  was  cha- 
rade i  fed  in  this  way,  was  ftiled  by  a  perfon  at  that  time,  a  **  dia- 
lx)lical  paragraph."  C  ire  urn  fiances,  however,  have  fince  too  fatally 
proved  how  correctly  true  was  the  dodrine  we  urged,  and  how  well 
founded  was  the  caution  which  we  held  out.  The  Dutch  thought 
that  by  negotiation  they  would  obtain  the  barrier  of  peace  inftcad 
of  the  barrier  of  rr fiftancc,  and  tliey  fell  headlong  into  the  dcftruc- 
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lion  which  they  endeavoured  to  avoid.  Our  fituation  is  compared 
in  His  Majcfty's  fpccch  with  the  fituation  of  other  countries,  and 
the  comparifon  is  called  ungenerous.  We  have  feen,  however,  to 
what  caufes  the  calamities  of  our  allies  may  be  afcribed,  but  the 
comparifon  is  not  confined  to  allies  alone.  What  is  the  fituation 
of  thofe  powers  which  yet  ftand  in  a  trembling,  degraded,  preca- 
rious exiftence,  purchafed  by  diflionour  ?  Look  at  thofe  who  have 
followed  that  courfe  in  which  the  noble  Lord  and  his  friends  have 
recommended  us  to  feek  our  fafety.  Look  at  thefe  powers,  and 
what  impartial  man  will  deny  that  the  comparifon  jufiifies  an 
honeft'  pride,  that  the  furvey  approves  the  fyftem  on  which  we  have 
a£led.  Wc  have  endeavoured,  in  a  moment  of  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger, to  maintain  the  honour  and  independence  of  our  country,  and 
to  fupport  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  proud  fuperiority  we 
now  enjoy,  the  nation  owes  to  its  own  conftancy,  its  energy,  an^ 
its  virtue. 

The  Marquis  of  LANSDOWN  obfcrved,  that  in  what  he  had 
faid  to-night  he  had  abRained  from  agitating  any  topics  that  feemed 
not  immediately  conncfled  with  the  difcuflion  before  the  Houfe. 
He  had  delivered  his  fentiments  candidly,  and  he  had  hoped  that 
they  would  have  been  received  as  the  fuggeflions  of  one  who  peant 
to  oflfer  what  he  thought  of  real  and  praflical  importance.  Since, 
however,  the  noble  Lord,  who  juft  fat  down,  had  brought  forward 
old  quefiions>  he  would  frankly  own  that  he  thought  favourable  op- 
portunities for  concluding  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace  had  been 
lol?,  and  that  for  the  omiflTion  Minifters  were  feverely  refponfible. 
When  the  noble  Lord  talked  fo  exultingly  of  the  fchemed  enter- 
tained for  new  coalitions,  when  he  told  us  that  we  were  to  take  the 
lead  in  Europe,  he  thought  it  a  foolifh,  idle  plan,  which  could  ter- 
minate in  nothing  but  confufion  and  difafter.  He  begged  their 
Lordfhips  to  read  the  colleflions  which  had  recently  been  publilhcd 
of  the  correfpondence  of  our  Statefmen  fince  the  Revolution  (Lord 
Bolingbroke,  Lord  T'ownfhend,  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  others), 
and  they  would  find  how  much  our  wifcft  politicians  difapproved  of 
Continental  connections,  the  fyftem  of  fublidies,  and  the  attempt  to 
take  the  lead  in  Europe.  In  his  own  time,  he  recolled^ed  to  have 
heard  a  near  relation  of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  GrenvUlc's  father) 
fearch  the  Englilh  language  for  epithets  by  which  to  exprefs  his 
difapprobation  of  fuch  views  and  politics.  To  be  at  he  head  of 
Europe,  to  afllgn  to  one  and  to  take  from  another,  might  found 
high,  and  amufe  the  people  of  this  country,  but  it  was  an  idle,  vain, 
and  delufivc  chimera.  The  noble  Lord  had  himfelf  owned  the 
difficulties  he  had  to  encounter  in  forming  the  coalition  among  the 
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Continental  powers ;  and  he  had  owned  too,  that  to  fupport  the 
confederacy  had  baffled  his  fkill.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough^ 
^ho  poflfeiTed  conciliatory  talents  in  as  eminent  a  degree  as  any  man 
ever  did,  fays  with  thsit  grace  which  was  fo  peculiar  to  him,  that  it 
\¥as^fome  merit  to  have  made  eight  nations  a<Et,  as  one  man  P  Great 
as  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  talents  wdre,  he  would  venture  to 
fay,  that  were  he  alive  now  it  would  be  above  his  talents  to  form 
fuch  a  confederacy^  or  to  make  four  nations  a£l  as  one  man*;  not* 
would  the  noble  Lord  find  it  eafy  to  make  evdn  four  nations  adt 
^vith  concel't  and  tfhSt.  Now  that  experiments  are  to  be  made  at 
the  expense  of  fo  many  millions,  and  of  fo  many  thoufand  lives,  he 
would  fay  to  the  noble  Lord,  you  tried  one  experiment  and  failed, 
and  we  don't  chufe  that  you  (hould  try  it  over  again.  The  noble 
Lord  has  been  deceived  once,  and  I  am  afraid  he  will  find  himfelf 
deceived  a  fecond  time.  If,  faid  the  noble  Marquis,  I  have  any 
credit  with  the  country,  I  (lake  it  upon  this  fentinfient*  Fot 
feveral  years  I  oppofed  the  former  atteinpt  to  take  the  lead  in 
Continental  coalitions,  and  I  now  oppofe  the  attempt  to  renew 
them. 

,  Vifcount  SYDNEY  faid,  that  the  noble  Marquis  had  read 
hiftory  very  diflerently  from  him,  for  he  could  not  difcover  that  our 
beft  Statefmen  had  ever  exprefled  fuch  a  difapprobation  of  Conti- 
nental connediions.  The  noble  Marquis  had  referred  to  the  au- 
thority of  Lord  Boliilgbroke ;  slnd  from  his  writings,  indeed,  he 
might  draw  all  the  arguments  againA  Continental  connexions  which 
how  were  urged,  and  which  had  been  repeated  by  all  the  Jacobite 
writers  for  the  laft  four  reigns ;  but  he  did  not  think  the  authority 
of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  or  the  principles  on  which  the  infamou$ 
treaty  of  Utrecht  was  concluded,  would  have  great  weight.  As 
to  Lord  Townfliend,  from  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  be  defccnded, 
he  never  iaw  any  thing  in  his  correfpondence  which  could  fupport 
the  obfervation  of  the  noble  Marquis. 

The  Marquis  of  LANSDOWN  faid,  that  all  the  correfpond- 
ence of  the  Statefmen  to  whom  he  alluded,  prove  that  they  were 
of  opinion,  that  this  country  ihpuld  be  careful  of  attempting  to 
take  the  lead  in  Continental  politics,  and  to  cut  and  carve  in 
Europe. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  laid,  that  his  near  and  dear  relation  al- 
luded to,  never  entertained  fuch  a  fentimcnt,  as  that  the  French 
ihould  be  permitted  to  cut  and  carve  in  Europe,  which  was  now 
the  preclfc  queftion. 

The  quet^ion  on  the  addrels  was  then  put  and  carried,  nem.  d'lji 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuefdajt  November  2o,   1798. 

A   meflage  from  His  Majefty  was  delivered   by  Sir  Francis 
MdyneuXy  Gemleman  U(her  of  the  Black  Rod  : 

Mr. -Speaker, 

The  fCirt^  commands  this  honmrabU  Houfe  to  attend  His  Majejly 
immediately  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe^  went  up  to  attend 
His  Majefty  ;  and  being  returned, 

A  bill  for  the  more  efltdual  preventing  clandefline  outU^rica 
was  read  the  firft  time.   ^ 

Refolved,  That  this  bill  be  read  a  fecood  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  liTued  war- 
rants for  the  eleSion  of  Members  to  fcrvc  in  Parliament  for  the 
following  places,  viz.  for  Higham  Ferrars,  in  the  room  of  James 
Adair,  Efq.  deccafed  ;  for  Leiceflerfbirei  in  the  room  of  William 
Pochin,  Efq.  dcceafed ;  and  for  Ripon,  in  the  room  of  William 
Lawrence,  Efq.  deccafed. 

*  Mr.  Speaker  then  reported  that  the  Houfe  had  attended  His 
Majefty  in  the  Houfe  kA  Peers,  where  His  Majcfty  was  pleafed  to 
make  a  mod  gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne  to  both  Houfes  .of 
Parliament:  of  which,  Mr.  Speaker  faid,  he  had,  to  prevent  mif* 
takes,  obtained  a  copy,  which  he  read  to^  the  Houfe. 

\^Por  which ^  fee  the  Proceedings'  of  the  Lords, ^ 

Lord  GRANVILLE  LEVISON  COWER  faid,  he  rofe, 
purfuant  to  the  tafk  which  he  had  undertaken,  of  moving  an  ad- 
drefs  in  reply  to  the  gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  which  they 
had  juil  heard  read.  He  exprefled  his  diffidence  in  his  own  talents 
to  do  juftice  to  the  various  topics  of  that  fpeech.  But,  however 
inadequate  his  abilities  were  to  the  tafk,  it  was  his  confolation  that 
he  could  rely  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  fince  the  fubje£t  of 
the  few  obfervations  which  he  had  tp  oflcr  poffeffed  fuch  ftrong 
claims  on  the  attention  of  every  individual,  and  wa^  already  deve- 
loped in  fuch  forcible  terms  in  His  Majedy's  fpeech,  that  the  aids 
of  eloquence  were  little  wanring  to  heighten  its  cfFedt.  Whatever 
difference  of  opinion  had  formerly  exifted  refpefling  the  origin  and 
condudl  of  the  war,  Ite  believed  there  could  now  exift  but  one 
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opinion  refpedling  the  neceffity  of  profecuting  it  with  vigour.    The 
Houfe  would  recoiled  that  His  Majefiy  had  been  induced  to  make 
two  attempts  to  negociate  with  France.     Notwithflanding  that 
country  was  far  from  being  in  fuch  a  lituation  as  to  render  it  pro- 
bable that  its  Government  would  permanently  prefcrve  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  amity,  it  was  conceived  that  a  dawn  of  reafon 
had  at  l^ft  broke  forth  in  France,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  Direc- 
tory would  fee  that  it  was  their  intereft  to  make  fuch  a  peace  as  this 
country  could  with  honour  agree  to.     The  event,  however,  (hewed 
how  vain  were  all  thefe  cxpcdations.     There  were  fome,  indeed, 
Vfho  thought  that  the  fituation  of  this  country  was  fuch  as  to  render 
peace  defirable  upon  any  terms.     He  mufi  allow  that  it  was  poflfi- 
ble  for  a  country  to  be  fo  much  embarrafled,  as  to  render  it  pru- 
dent in  the  Government  to  make  peace  ut)on  almofl  any  terms. 
He  (hould  not  now  enter  into  the  queQion  whether  this  was,  at 
any  period  of  the  prcfent  war,  the  fituation'of  this^country.     Great 
difficulties  we  had  certainly  experienced,  but  we  had  happily  fur- 
mounted  them.     The  national  credit  was  at  one  time  greatly  (ilf- 
treifed.  The  enemy  placed  their  expedlations  upon  the  overthrow  of 
our  funding  fyftem.  The  only  alternative  left  us  fcemed,  in  the  minds 
of  many,  to  be  national  bankruptcy,  or  a  more  flow  but  equally  cer- 
tain national  ruin.     It  was  then  rhat,  for  a  moment,  the  public 
opinion  wavered.  But  though  public  opinion  ought  always  ultimately 
to  influence  the  mcafures  of  Government,  yet  a  wife  Government, 
which  regards  the  happinefs  of  the  people  will  never  fuflTcr  itfelf  to 
be  influenced  by  thofe  temporary  fludtuationsof  fentimcnt  which  are^ 
inconfiftent  with  the  national  dignity,  and  might,  if  not  guarded 
againit,  prove  injurious  to  the  bed  interefts  of  the  country.     It  was 
the  peculiar  advantage  of  the  Britith  Conftitution,  that  it  was  cal- 
culated to  remove  falfe  impreflions,  and  to  enable  the  Government 
to  lead  the  people  back  to  a  true  fenfe  of  their  intcreft  and  their 
duty.     It  was  not  neceflary  for  the  Government  to  explain  to  the 
people  that  remiflTnefs  on  their  part  would  be  attended   with  their 
own  ruin.     They  faw  that  the  enemy  would  liAen  to  no  terms 
of  accOmnnodation  confident  with  the  fafety  dr  peace  of  the  country. 
Terms  had,  indeed,  been  oflTcred,  but  fortunately  for  the  civilized 
world,   thefe  terms  were  reje<aed  with  difdatn.     The  people  of 
England  faw  no  facrificc  would  faVe  them  from  the  fangs  of  that 
gigantic  dcfpotiijrn  which  had  fpiead  .fo  muc^i  ruip  over  the  Comi- 
Aent,  they  tlierefore  refolved  to  oppofe  to.it  a^iDanly  and  determined 
refiftancd     The  fpirit  of  the.couhtry  wasroufet),  and  its  ardour 
fcemed  to  have  increafed  in  pn^polrtion  to  tto- dlfficukiet  u  had  to 
^mhar.     It  was  this  noUe  dU^Uy  ^ipftSie  x^nprgy  which  enabled 

Fa 
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the  Houfe,  in  the  hft  feflion,  to  raife  the  ncceffaiy  fupplies  without 
any  permanent  addition  to  the  public  debt.  The  augmentation  of 
the  afleffed  taxes,  by  which  this  great  objed  was  effefted,  which 
gave  a  death  blow  to  the  hopes  the  enemy  had  cheri(hod  from  the 
failure  of  our  pecuniary  refources,  bore,  no  doubt,  with  heavy  pref^ 
fure  on  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  :  but  the  magnitude  of  the  evil 
which  they  wiHied  to  avoid,  made  them  conflder  its  burden  as 
comparatively  light ;  and  they  fubmitted  with  chearfulnefs  to  the 
temporary  privations  which  it  occafioned.  They  were  convinced 
of  the  (inccrity  of  the  efforts  which  Government  had  made  to  tc- 
f!ore  to  them  the  bleffings  of  peace  ;  and  they  faw  the  impoflibilitj 
cf  attaining  even  a  precarious  and  tranfient  enjoyment  of  thofe  blef^ 
finer  ,  but  upon  terms  incompatible  with  their  own  honour,  dignity, 
iir  intjrcft.  They  had  too  many  irtftances  of  the  infatlable  ambi- 
tion, the  unblu(hing  perfidy  of  thofe  who  hold  the  reins  of  power  in 
France,  to  cxped  any  thing  like  moderation  in  their  propofals,  or 
good  faith  in  obfervmg  them.  Actuated  by  thefe  feelmgs,  the 
BruiOi  people  proceeded  in  willing  concert  with  the  Government. 
They  hz(]  proved  to  the  enemy  that  neither  perfonal  exertion  nor 
pecimiarv  -^(fiAance  would  be  wanting  to  defeat  their  iniquitous  pro- 
jc(5)s,  and  to  vindicate  the  intereft  and  the  glory  of  the  Britifh  cha- 
ra3er.  In  addition  to  the  burdens  impofed  upon  them,  they  had 
come  forward  with  voluntary  aids  to  an  amount  which  exceeded 
the  moft  fanguine  expedtation,  and,  from  a  people  unaccuftomed  to 
arms,  they  had  fuddenly  become  a  nation  of  foldiers.  The  effedl 
of  this  noble  and  generous  difplay  of  national  energy  was  foon  vifi. 
ble.  The  French  Government  were  intimidated  ;  and  all  their 
mighty  preparations  for  the  invafion  of  this  country  terminated  in 
empty  gafconade.  They  flirunk  from  thofe  ideas  which  they  had 
chcrifhed  of  enriching  themfelves  by  the  plunder  of  our  property  ; 
ideas  which  had  for  a  time  fo  far  flattered  the  French  people,  as  to 
make  them  forget  the  numberlefs  oppreflions  under  which  tbey> 
groaned.  The  diftradcd  ftate  of  the  lifter  kingdom  had  encou- 
raged them  to  make  an  attempt  to  dilfolve  its  connexion  with  this 
country,  and  to  add  the  Iriih  people  to  thofe  of  the  other  natbns 
of  Europe,  who  were  firft  the  dupes  of  their  dclufions,  and  after- 
wards the  victims  of  their  rapacity.  In  this  attempt,  however, 
they  had  been  completely  foiled.  Their  repeated  expeditions  to 
the  Irifh  (hores,  however  favourably  they  mighi  fuppofe  the  omens 
with  which  they  had  been  undertaken,  ferved  only  to  involve  them 
in  frefh  difappointments  and  difgirace.  In.  their  attempts  upon 
that  country  they  were  Vtded  by  the  coroperattonof  a  diabolical  fac- 
f4on  utritlun  Jtfeif,  powerliH /rom  thf  4oiQinion  which  it  po&fie4 
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over  the  prejudices^  the  paflions,  and  fupcrftitions  of  an  ignorant  muU 
titude.  This  fadion  had  fupported  icfelf  by  a  fyftem  of  organized 
aflaflination  and  plunder ; '  a  fyAem,  than  which  never  had  there 
been  exhibited  to  the  world,  one  more  wicked  in  its  end,  or  more 
terrible  in  its  afped.  But  all  the  deep-laid  fchemes  of  theencmy, 
and  domeftic  traitors,  Were  defeated  by  the  prudence  and  perfeve- 
ranee  of  his  Majcfty*s  Minifters.  The  few  troops  whom  the  French 
Government  had  by  a  favourable  chance  fuccecded  in  throwing 
upon  the  Irifli  (hore,  were  foon  compelled  to  furrender  to  His 
Majeily's  forces.  This  fortunate  event  was  fuccecded  by  tha  de^ 
feat  of  the  Breft  fleet.  The  Dutch  (hips,  which  had  the/ 'Tame  def-* 
tinationi  were  alfo  intercepted,  and,  in  (hort,  every  armament  they 
had  ventured  to  fea,  was  either  captured  or  difperfcd.  From  thefe 
infiance^  of  Briti(h  valour  and  difcipline,  it  was  natural  to  turn  our 
view  to  the  glorious  firft  of  Augufl ;  that  Fplendid  atchievement, 
which,  in  its  brilliancy  and  its  utility  was  unequaled  in  the  annals 
of  this  or  any  other  nation.  It  was  a  vidory  that  every  Engliih*- 
man  muft  view  with  pride  and  exultation  ;  it  was  a  (triking  proof 
that  neither  fuperiority  of  numbers,  nor  ftrength  of  pofition,  could 
damp  the  courage,  or  baffle  the  (kill  of  firitidi  feamen.  The  con- 
fequences  of  this  achievement  were  alike  great,  whether  confidcred 
in  a  commercial,  or  military  point  of  view.  In  a  commercial  one, 
by  the  new  channels  of  trade  which  it  had  laid  open  to  the  enter-> 
prize  6f  our  merchants  ;  and  in  a  ipilitary  one,  by  the  e(Fed  it 
already  had,  and  would  ftiIl>continue.to  have,  in  rou(ing  the  fpirit  of 
the  independent  States  of  the  Continent  to  reiift  the  boundlefs  ambi- 
tion  of  France.  That  expedition,  which  had  been  planned  againft 
our  £a(t.India  po(re(rions,  had  been  rendered  incapable  of  ii)juring 
them.  It  was  cut  o(F  from  all  communication  with  France,  and 
muft  be  left  to  its  own  means  as  they  were  at  prcfent,  for  no  rein- 
forcement could  be  fent  to  Egypt.  Indeed,  however  painful  the 
r^ret  muft  have  been  when  Nelfon  returned  from  his  firft  unfuc- 
cefsful  purfuit  of  the  French  fleet,  it  was  probably  qorc  fortun  k«- 
for  this  country  and  Europe  that  no  engagement  took  place  ar  ''  ' 
time.  Though  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  rerpe6)in|>  rh^  i 
of  the  contefl,  ftill  a  confiderable  part  of  the  enemy's  Hcct  n 
have  efcaped;  and  all  the  intrigue  of  the  French  Govern: 
would  have  been  employed  in  pcrfuading  the  Turks  thai  the  v 
dition  was  not  irttendcd  againft  any  part  of  their  territoncs,  ai 
is  not  improbable  that  the  Ottoman  Porte  would  have  been  c 
by  the  .artful  pv^ofcfllons  of  its  perfidious  ally.  As  it  was,  hnv 
the  condu6l  of  the  French  had  roufed  to  dctcrmintd  h  \*  : 
people,  whom  perhaps  they  thought  too  dull  to  apprehend  (h:< 
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lignsy  or  too  feeble  to  refiil  them.  Not  only  had  the  deftniAiofi 
of  the  French  fleet  in  the  Bay  of  Aboukir  given  energy  and  fpirit  to 
the  Turkifli  Government,  but  it  had  infpired  all  Europe  with  hope 
and  joy.  When  the  news  of  that  great  event  reached  Rafladt, 
the  Deputies  of  the  Empire  for  the  firft  time  ventured  to  refift  tho 
ambitious  projeds  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries.  It  had  alfo 
ei'icouraged  the  King  of  Naples  tooppofe  the  common  enemy,  ^d  it 
was  to  be  hoped  that  the  tim^  was  not  far  diftant  when  he  would 
be  capable  of  crufliing  the  infant  Republics  which  had  been  ereded 
in  his  neighbourhood.  This  great  vi£^ory  and  all  its  happy  confe- 
quences,  were  the  refult  of  the  vigour,  the  unanimity,  and  fpirit 
ivbich  had  been  difplayed  at  h^me.  The  financial  mcafures  which 
that  Houfe  had  adopted,  and  which  were  fan6tioned  by  the  people 
at  large,  had  enabled  the  Government  to  detach  Admiral  Nelfon's  ' 
fquadron  from  the  fleet  before  Cadiz,  without  allowing  that  fleet  tq 
be  too  much  weakened  for  the  important  fervice  it  had  to  perform* 
Indeed  the  Board  of  Admiralty  could  not  be  too  much  praifed  for  the 
judicious  manner  in  which  they  had  fent  out  reinforcements  to  Lord  - 
St.  Vincent's  fleet.  Another  advantage  refulting  from  our  national 
fpirit  and  confidence  was  the  increafe  of  our  national  refources. 
Their  prcfent  flourifhing  flate  was  unexampled,  and  would  be 
found  at  ieafl  more  than  half  a  million  above  that  of  any  preceding 
year.  Every  branch  of  traflic  in  which  our  merchants  had  engaged, 
had  been  even  more  produdive  than  in  periods  of  the  moft  profound 
peace.  Some  gentlemen  might  perhaps  argue  that  this  moment  of 
profperity  was  the  beft  time  for  negociating  a  peace  ;  but  gentle* 
men  ought  to  rccoUedl,  that,  though  His  Majefty's  Minifters  had  no 
objedlion  to  treat  with  France,  either  on  account  of  the  form  of  its 
Government,  or  the  individuals  in  power,  yet  it  was  impoflible  to 
foiiget  the  charafler  of  that  Government.  It  was  from  their  con- 
duct to  other  powers  that  we  ought  to  eflimate  the  pradicability  of 
negociating  in  fafety  with  France.  Look  at  their  treatment  of 
SwrtxerlandikSpain,  Auftria,  &c.  Switzerland  had  refitted  in  vain, 
and  was  enflaved,  plundered  and  ruined,  under  pretext  of  friend- 
ihip ;  Spain  was  reduced  to  the  loweft  degree  of  humiliation :  AuC» 
tria  was  infulted  and  deceived ;  for  even  during  the  continuaiure  of 
the  conferences  at  Rafladt,  the  French  had  taken  pofleflion  of  the 
moft  important  fortrefles  of  the  German  empire.  When  Ruflia 
and  the  Ottoman  Porte  have  fo  magnanimoufly  ftepped  forward  in 
the  catjfe  of  virtue  and  focial  order,  when  ihofe  pov;'ers  that  had  by 
fraud  or  force  bren  fubjei5>ed  to  French  domination,  manifcA  a 
returning  fe nfe  of  indignant  pride,  and  a  determination  to  throw  off 
the  gaUing  yoke  of  republican  tyranny,  ought  that  Houfe,  by  talking 
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of  an  unattainable  peace^  to  chill  the  ardour  and  paralyse  the  eflE)rtd 
of  the  people  of  England  in  the  common  caufe^  and  ac  the  fame 
time  to  Waft  the  hopes  of  every  civilized  ftate  of  Europe,  whofe 
fole  profpcA  of  relief  centered  in  this  country.  UpcMi  none  of  the 
topics  of  His  Majcfty's  fpeech  could  there  be  a  diflentient  \oice. 
Every  one  would  be  ready  to  pay  a  juft  eulogium  to  the  glorious  ift 
of  Auguft,  and  be  eager  to  exprefs  his  congratulations  on  thefuppref* 
fion  of  that  horrible  rebellion  which  had  fo  unfortunately  exifted 
in  Ireland.  The  Increafc  of  our  commerce,  ani  the  flourllhi^g 
ftate  of  our  refources,  were  alfo  topics  upon  which  it  was  natural 
to  fuppofe  every  one  would  rejoice,  as  well  as  in  the  energy  and 
fpirit  which  had  raifed  us  to  fo  proud  a  (ituation.  He  alfo  hoped 
that  every  one  would  concur  in  the  opinion  of  perfevering  in  the 
fame  fpirit  and  courage,  which  were  the  only  means  of  bringing  to 
an  honourable  termination  the  moft  arduous  and  trying  conreft  in 
which  the  nation  had  ever  been  engaged.  He  concluded  with 
moving  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  which  reiterated  in  the  ufual 
manner  all  the  different  points  of  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne. 

Sir  H.  P.  St.  JOHN  MILDMAY  faid  :— Sir,  after  the  able, 
eloquent,  and  impreffive  language  in  which   my  noble  friend  has 
prefaced  the  addrefs,  I  feel  doubly  confcious  of  my  own  irifuffi* 
ciency  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and  I  obtrude  myfclf 
on  their  indulgence  with  additional  diffidence  and  embarraflment. 
However  the  calamities  infeparable  from  war  muft  ever  be  the  fub- 
je£t  of  deep  and  unaffc£ted  lamentation  to  every  feeling  mind,  this 
country,  at  leaft,  enjoys  the  cbnfolatory  reflection,  that  it  is  to  the 
conduflof  the  enemy  alone,  that  thefe  miferies  are  to  be  attributed, 
whofe  obftinacy  and  inordinate  ambition  have  rendered  the  continue 
ance  of  the  prefent  conteft,  an  evil  without  an  alternative.     It  is 
frefh  in  the  remembrance  of  us  all,  that  offers  of  pacification,  in 
terms  of  conceflion,  that  nothing  but   the  interefts  of  humanity 
could   have  dictated  to  this  country,  have  been  held  out  to  the 
enemy  in  the  face  of  Europe ;  that  they  have  as  frequently  been 
rejeded  with  infult  the  moft  unbounded,  and   under  pretences  the 
moft  inadmiflSbie  and  extravagant  \  it  is  therefore  now  become  a 
duty  incumbent  on  us,  that  we  owe  not  to  ourfelves,  to  our  con(H- 
tuents,  to  our  country  alone,  but  generally  to  that  broad  fyftem  of 
policy  that  embraces  the  interefts  of  all  civilized  fociety,  to  purfuc 
to  a  concluiion  the  advantages  we  have  obtained,  to  enforce  by  the 
vigour  of,our  meafures,  by  the  intrepidity  and  gallantry  of  our  exer- 
tions, the  eventual  reftorafion  of  peace,  on  fuch  terms  as  alone  any 
treaty  can  poflTibly  be  permanent,  or  any.eftabliftied  Governmenr 
fubfift  in  fecurity.*  In  the  attainment  of  this  obje6>,  fo  indifpcnfablc 
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to^  the  wdfare  of  EDrope»  the  fpeech  of  His  Majefty  tffForcb  us  the 
utmoft  gratification^  the  greateft  poffible  encouragement ;  by  re- 
calling to  our  minds  the  fignal  and  unexampled  fuccefles^  that,  with 
a  rapidity  hitherto  unexampled  in  Europei  have  attended  die  exer- 
tions of  His  Majeffy'B  arms,  in  whatever  <)uarter  they  have  been 
called  into  atftion,  and  iiave  fo  materially  and  eflentially  raifed  and 
improved  the  political  (late  of  th«  country,  fince  the  laftfeffion  of 
Parliament, 

Since  that  period,  a  progre0ive  and  uninterrupted  chain  of  ftic^ 
ccfies  have  diAingui(hed  the  arms  of  His  Majefiy,  have  excited  the 
admiration  of  Europe,  and  infufcd  addidonal  ardour. and  energy 
into  the  exertions  of  our  gallant  countrymen^  In  the  courfe  of 
the  lad  campaign,  the  naval  annals  of  this  country  have  been  em- 
bellifhed  by  achievements  the  moft  brilliant  and  decifivci  the  moft 
important  and  the  moil  intrepid  (not  of  the  prefent  hour  alone,  in 
which  the  fpirit  of  gallantry  and  enterprize  have  b^n  peculiarly 
prominent  ;;nd  confpicuous),  but  perhaps  the  moft  glorious,  the  moft 
daring  and  undaunted  naval  exploits  that  have  hitherto  been  re-^ 
cofded  in  any  age,  or  in  any  hiftory.  The  little  veftige  that  re- 
mains of  maritime  power  to  eur  confederated  enemies,  have  been 
blockaded  in  their  feparate  harbours  ;  and  when  the  elements  have  i 
enabled  them  to  elude  our  vigilance,  and  to  (kulk  forth  on  the 
ocean,  certain  annihilation  has  been  the  confcquence  of  their  teme- 
rity and  prefumption. 

But  it  is  not  that  element  alone  on  which  our  fleets  have  ever 
been  invincible,  that  bears  tcftimony  to  the  exertions  and  fuccefles 
of  His  Majefty's  aims.  The  fpirit  of  difaffcdlion  and  anarchy,  in 
the  lifter  kingdom,  artfully  fomented  by  foreign  cmiflaries,  and  in- 
flamed by  domeftic  incendiaries,  but  for  the  vigilance  and  attention 
of  His  Majefty's  Government  would  have  efFc<5led  a  difmember<- 
mentof  the  Britiifh  empire,  have  broken  every  tie  of  amity  and  alle- 
giance between  Ireland  and  this  country,  and  have  erc6^ed  on  their 
niins  a  Jacobin  Republic,  under  the  aufpiocs  and  protc6iion  of  Our 
inveterate  enemies — pillage  and  murder,  profcription  and  maflacrci 
were  the  leading  features  of  the  rebellion  that  airimilated  it  to  its 
parent,  and  fuificicntly  proclaimed  the  ftock  from  whence  it  fprung^ 
Thcfe  atrocious  dcfigns  have  cither  been  curbed  and  reprefled  by 
the  afliduityof  His  Majefty*s  Government,  or  fruftratcd  by  the  able 
and  fuccefsful  difpofitions  of  our  military  commanders,  aided  and 
fupportcd  by  tlic  gallantry  of  our  brave  foldicrs,  who  have  chcarfuUy 
and  fpontaneoufly  extended  the  limits  of  their  fervices,  forthelau- 
dable  and  patriotic  purpofe  of  fecuring  to  their  fellow  citizens  the 
bleflings  of  rational  freedom  and  focial  order. 
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Important  asthcfe  fucceflls  are,  to  the  immediate  profpcrity  of 
the  country,  to  the  fccurity  and  extcnfion  of  her  commerce  and  the 
proted^ion  of  her  territory,  in  their  probable  effeds  on  the  Aate  of 
Europe,  the  advantages  we  may  expcd^  from  them  are  incalculable* 
The  powers  of  the  Cpntinent,  who  from  policy,  from  timidity,  or 
compulfion,  have  been  detached  from  the  common  caufe,  and  have 
cither  joined  in  adlual  hoftility  to  this  countr)%  or  been  awed  by  the 
fucccffes  of  ihe  enemy,  into  profeflions  of  neutrality,  muft  have 
learnt  by  this  time,  by  the  experience  of  their  conduft  to  Holland, 
to  Switzerland,  and  to  America,  juftly  to  appreciate  the  bleflings  of 
Jacobin  fraternizarion,  the  folidity  of  Jacobin  profeflions,  and  the 
fecurity  and  fincerity  of  Jacobin  faith  ;  they  muft  have  learnt,  that 
to  an  enemy  regardlefs  of  every  moral  and  every  political  obliga- 
tion, it  is  a  fufficienc  (burce  of  hoftility  and  aggreflion,  to  offer  ail 
objedl  tp  their  inordinate  ambition^  to  aflbrd  food  to  indifcrimlnate^ 
infatiable  plunder. 

Deferted  by  the  powers  in  whofe  immediate  caufe  we  embarked 
in  the  prefent  conteft,  this  country  has  flood  for^^ard,  the  fole  cham-  . 
pion  of  civilized  fociety  ;  Angle  and  alone,  her  adtive  and  intrepid 
perfeverance  has  oppofed  an  effedlive  bulwark  againft  the  outrageous 
rapacity,  and  enormous  ambition  of  the  enemy ;  and  by  their  recent 
humiliation  and  defeat,  we  have  aflfbrded  an  opportunity  to  the 
*  principal  powers  of  the  Continent  to  unite  in  a  general  confederacy, 
to  check  the  defpcrate  and  dangerous  career  of  an  enemy,  whofe 
progrefs  they  muft  uniformly  have  regarded  with  filent  horror,  and 
fecret  apprehenfion. 

To  maintain  the  proud  pre-eminence  we  acquired,  to  carry  to 
;a  conclufion  thofe  objcds  fo  eflential  to  the  welfare  of  Europe, 
fome  facrtiices  may  be  required  on  our  part — but  they  arc  facri- 
fices  of  which,  while  we  feci  the  prcflure,  we  cannot  but  admit  the 
nccefiity  and  the  demand.  The  inconveniences  we  have  hitherto 
fuftained,  are,  by  no  means,  commmfurate  with  the  extent  of  the 
interefts  we  have  at  jiTuc ;  and  it  muft  affijrd  infinite  f^itisfaflion 
to  every  one,  to  fee,  that  even  in  the  remotcft  corners  of  the  em- 
pire, the  public  fpirit  has  rifen  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  public  exigency. 

The  hopes  that  have  been  founded  on  the  failure  of  our  refources, 
have  proved  a  treacherous  fabric,  overwhelming  our  malignant 
enemy  with  difgrace  and  difappointment.  Unparalleled  as  our  exter- 
nal fuccefl!es  h»ve  been,  they  derive  additional  luflre  from  the  in-^ 
creafing  fplendour  of  our  internal  opulence.  The  meafures  that 
have  lately  been  adopted  by  GoN'crrtment  for  the  fupport  of  our 
finances,  aided  afid  aflifted   by  the  voluntary  exertions  of  indivi- 
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duals,  have  had  the  moft  favourable  iflfue,  and  bafBc  and  fet  at  defi- 
ance the  vain  fpcculations  of  our  inveterate  foe. 

The  particular  meafure  adverted  to,  for  the  ^redemption  of  the 
land  tax,  my  own  individual  (ituation,  my  connexion  and  inter- 
courfe  with  the  countr)',  enable  me  to  fay,  that  no  meafure  was 
ever  more  generally  popular,  or  was  more  univerfally  adopted  by 
the  landed  intcrefl  of  all  defcriptipns.  -  , 

Under  circumAances  fo  profperous  and  encouraging,  our  fleets 
and  armies  triumphant,  our  revenue  flouriflnng,  and  public  credit 
daily  gaining  ground,  we  have  little  to  apprehend  from  the  efforts 
of  an  exhaurtcd  enemy  ;  but  we  muft  not  therefore  relax  from  the 
exertions,  or  abate  the  efforts  that  have  placed  this  country  in  the 
commanding  fituation  (be  poffcffes.  The  ultimate  objeS  of  the 
prefent  contcft  cannot  be  accomplifhed,  but  by  a  ftcady  perfevcrance ; 
and  in  proportion  as  we  look  forward  with  anxiety  and  impatience 
to  the  termination  of  the  war,  fo  in  proportion  ought  our  prefent 
exertions  to  be  animated,  our  prefent  efforts  redoubled,  to  reduce  to 
the  level  of  moderation  and  jufticc  the  enormous  views  and  gigan- 
tic ptojefls  of  oiir  ambitious  enemy. 

From  the  mutilated  and  almoft  annihilated  ftateof  the  Frcnoh 
marine,  many  years  muft  elapfe  before  they  can  again  become  for- 
midable to  this  country  :  by  vigour,  exertion,  and  perfevcrance, 
therefore,  at  the  prefent  moment,  we  arc  not  only  preparing  a  per- 
manent and  fubftanrial  treaty  for  ourfelves,  but  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  peace,  profpcrity  and  happinefs,  to  a  generation  yet  to  come. 
All  Europe  looks  up  to  this  country — the  Old  and  iht  New  World 
cxpedl  every  thing  from  the  vigour  and  firmnefs  of  our  Councils. 

I  truft  we  fhall  not  difappoint  their  expedations — that  we  (hall 
unite  with  one  ^eart  and  with  one  hand  effectually  to  check  the 
violence,  and  to  humble  the  pride  of  our  vain-glorious  adverfary  ; 
and  by  the  vigour,  the  adivity,  and  unanimity  of  our  exertions,  wc 
fliall  prove  that,  however  individuals  may  differ  in  fpeculative 
points,  His  Majefty  may  repofe  the  utmoft  confidence  in  the  xcal, 
the  a<flivity,  the  perfevcrance,  and  the  determined  refolution  of  his 
Faithful  Commons. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  rofc,  and  fpoke  to  the  following 
cffccl : — That  in  general  he  approved  of  the  propofcd  addrefs,  and 
concurred  in  many  of  the  obfcrvations  that  had  been  made  by  the 
noble  Lord,  and  by  the  honourable  Baronet,  by  whom  it  had  been 
moved  and  feconded,  and  who  had  fupported  it  with  confiderablc 
eloquence  and    sriiility.     But  as  many  tranfadlions  had  happened 

II  nee  that  Houle  had  laft  affembled,  which  required  much  explana- 
*^ion,  any  might  demand,  *  perhaps;  public  inquiryi  as  there  were 
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fome  particulars  mentioned  in  His  Majcfty's  fpcech  from  the 
Throne  which,  he  thought,  ought  not  to  pafs  over  that  night  unno- 
ticed ;  and,  indeed,  as  there  were  fome  points  of  great  public  im- 
portance which  had  been  overlooked  in  that  fpecch,  to  which  he 
wiflied  tocall  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  he  would  therefore  ven- 
ture to  requeft  their  patient  indulgence  for  a  few  moments,  vyhilft  he 
endeavoured  to  explain  what  occurred  to  him  regarding  the  prefcnt 
ftatc  of  the  country. 

The  firft  point  which  naturally  called  for  the  attention  of  every 
individu:^!  in  the  Houfe,  which  ncccflarily  formed  fo  prominent  a 
feature  in  the  fpecch  from  the  Throne,  and  in  the  fpcechcs  of  the 
honourable  Members  who  had  moved  and  fccondcd  the  addrefs, 
and  of  which  it  was  impoflible  to  fpcak  in  terms  of  adequate  eulo- 
gium,  was  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  or  of  Abukir:  That  it  had 
fallen  to  his  lot,  fome  years  ago,  to  have  employed  lumfelf  in 
tnaking  an  extenfivc  inquiry  into  the  circumftanccs  on  which  the 
naval  ftrcngtb  of  this  country  was  founded,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
examine  the  particulars  of  the  various  brilliant  a(5\ions  which  deco- 
rated the  maritime  hiftory  of  the  country.  But  amongft  them  all,  he 
did  not  find  one  that  could  (land  a  comparifon  with  Lord  Nclfon's 
vidtory.  The  moft  celebrated,  in  former  times,  was  the  battle 
of  La  Hogue  ;  on  which  occafion  we  took,  funk,  and  deftroycd, 
fevcntcen  fail  of.  the  line,  of  from  54  to  104  guns  :  but  on  that 
occafion,  the  Britifli  fleet  was  infinitely  fuperior  in  firength.  Where- 
as, in  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  it  is  well  known  that  the  French  fleet 
was  fuperior  in  number  of  men,  in  the  number  of  its  guns,  and  in 
weight  of  metal :  that  they  were  anchored  in  a  bay  full  of  (hoals, 
and  protected  by  every  contrivance  that  ingenuity  could  invent. 
In  fuch  a  fituation,  and  with  fuch  difficulties  to  encounter,  that 
nothing  but  a  happy  combination  of  uncommon  talents  of  the  pro- 
foundeft  naval  flcill,  of  the  exafleft  difcipline,  and  of  the  moft  un- 
daunted courage  and  firmnefs,  could  have  given  us  the  fmalleft 
chance  of  vidiory.  In  fliort,  it  places  the  hero,  under  whufe  ban- 
ners the  viftory  was  achieved,  and  the  fleet  that  had  the  honpur 
of  fervihg  under  him,   at  the  fummit  of  naval  glory.    - 

But  whilft  he  beftovced  every  poflible  degree  of  pnifo  on  the 
gallant  Admiral  and  his  fleet,  it  was  impoflible  not  to  remark,  that 
by  the  mifcondutfl  of  our  Minifttrs  at  home,  their  laurels  were  almoft 
blafted  ;  that  the  orders  for  the  failing  of  the  fleet  were  fhamtfully 
delayed  ;  that  when  it  did  fail,  it  was  firnt  up  the  Mediterranean 
'  in  divifions,  and  that  the  gallant  Admiral  was  under  the  ncccfiity 
of  wafting  the  moft  precious  moments  in  looking  for  his  own  ftiips 
inftead  of  fearching  for  t^  enemy-     That  in  confequence  of  thcfe 
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unfortunate  circumftances,  Lord  Nelfon  had  not  been  able  to  attack 
the  French  armament  at  Malta ;  in  which  cife  both  the  fleet  and 
the  army  of  Buonaparte  mud  have  furrendered^  That  the  Britilh 
fleet  was  unaccompanied  with  frigatesj  fo  eflential  for  procuring  and 
tranfmitting  intelligence,  which  rendered  it  neceffary  for  Lord 
Nelfon  to  fend  home  a  50  gun  (hip  with  an  account  of  the  engage-* 
mcnti  by  which  we  loft  the  Leander,  the  gallant  officers  and  brave 
men  captured  in  her ;  and  that  no  bomb  veflbls  having  accom-* 
panied  the  fleet,  the  confequence  was,  that  the  tranfports  in  the  har- 
bour of  Alexandria  had  hitherto  efcaped  deftrudion ;  and  that  had 
it  not  been  for  an  accidental  circumftance,  that  the  L'Orient  drew 
too  much  water  to  enter  that  harbour,  the  whole  French  fleet  might 
have  been  moored  there  in  fafety,  and  might  have  defled  all  our 
efforts.  Thcfearc  points  which  ought  to  be  thoroughly  explained. 
It  is  not  fufficient  that  we  have  gained  a  fplendid  vi(3ory  by  the  (kill 
and  gallantry  of  odr  Teamen,  in  fpite  of  minifterial  mifcondudl ;  we 
ought  to  know,  why  thi;  expedition  of  Buonaparte  was  not  totally 
deftroyed  ?  Why  his  army,  as  well  as  his  fleet,  was  not  captured  r 
and  why  that  hero  himfclf  was  not  brought  in  chains  to  this  metro-. 
polis,  which  he  had  formerly  proudly  threatened  he  would  enter  as 
a  conqueror  ? 

The  next  point  that  he  (hould  take  the  liberty  alluded  to^  was 
the  fubjcc^  of  Ireland — and  here  he  could  not  help  expfcfling  his 
legrer,  that  no  notice  was  taken,  in  the  King's  fpeech,  of  the  pro- 
je£lcd  Union  between  the  two  kingdoms,  which  he, hoped  would 
have  been  announced  in  it,  and  to  which  he  was  a  warm  well- 
niftier.  .  He  would  nor  dwell  upon  the  fubje£l  at  prefent ;  but  he 
muft  take  the  liberty  of  flating,  that  the  meafgre,  in  his  opinion^ 
was  either  ra(hly  undertaken,  or  timidly  poftponcd,  or  timoroufly 
abandoned. 

He  fliould  next  requeft  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fubjedl 
of  great  public  importance,  which,  to  his  utter  aflonifhment^  was 
totally  overlooked  }n  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne— He  alluded  to 
the  evacuation  of  St.  Domingo. 

it  is  well  known,  that  if,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  we  had 
bent  all  our  exertions  againft  the  French  Weft- India  Iflands  in- 
ftcad  of  Flanders,  where  we  wafted  our  ftrength  fo  fruitlefsly,  we 
might  have  fc^urcd  the  pofl*e(fiori  of  thofe  iflands,  and  prevented  all 
thole  fccnes  of  dcfolation,  mafl'acre,  and  plunder,  which  have  taken 
place  in  liiat  unfortunate  quarter  of  the  globe.  At  laft  we  did  fend 
fomc  trvOps  there,  and  fucocedcd  in  capturing  fome  of  the  French 
J)  .iu;flionJ,  but  were  not  fufficiently  ftrong  either  to  Eike  the  whole 
of  St.  Comin^Q,  to  retain  poflcfllon  of  Guadaloupc,  or  to  prevent 
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fonie  of  our  own  iilahds  from  being  defolated.  But  amidft  aQ  thcfe 
unfortunate  ciixumftanccs,  it  was  fome  confolation  to  us,  chat  we 
could  retain  pofleiTion  of  a  part  of  St.  Domingo,  by  which  we  wens 
told,  Jamaica  was  proteded  from  invalion.  That  foHrce  of  con- 
'  folation,  however,  is  now  over,  as  St.  Domingo  is  completely  eva- 
luated. This  is  a  fubjed  which  might  have  been  mentioned  in 
His  Majefty's  fpccph  from  the  Throne,  but  which,  notwirhfhind- 
ing  that  omiifion,  will  at  any  rate  <;lcmand  very  ferto»s  inquiry. 
We  ought  to  know  the  number  of  Briiilh  fuhjeds  which  have 
periflied  in  this  ill-judged,  or  ill  conducted  enterprifc  ;  the  amount 
of  the  fums  of  money  laid  out  in  attempting  to  make  the^cquifitioti, 
whether  they  have  been  properly  expended,  and  reguhrly  accounted 
for ;  the  particular  caufes  which  induced  His  Majefly's  MlnifVers  to 
order  the  polls  in  queftion  to  be  abandoned  ;  and  laftly,  whether 
care  has  l)cen  taken  to  prcfcrve,  to  the  beft  of  our  power,  the  en- 
gagements wc  canic  under,  to  the  French  fettlers,  who  placed  them- 
felvcs  under  our  protedion. 

Without  dwelling  much  on  other  points,  for  indance,  the  cap« 
turc  of  two  valuable  Eaft  Indiamen,  which  had  never  been  pro- 
perly accounted  for,  he  could  not  help  exprefling  his  regret  that  he 
found  no  notice  taken,  in  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  of  any  treaty 
of  alliance  having  been  formed  with  the  United  States  of  America, 
which  he  fo  fully  expelled.  That  our  naval  vineries,  and  the 
profped  of  eftablirhing  an  eternal  friendfliip  wi,th  our  brethren  in 
America,  (for  in  that  light  he  (hould  ever  confider  them,]  were  the 
only  two  circumftanceS)  conne<Sted  with  the  prefent  war,  that  he 
could  poffibly  contemplate  with  any  degree  of  fatisfaftion. 

That  he  (hould  now  proceed  to  make  fome  obfervations  on  the 
internal  (late  of  the  country.  That  he  rejoiced  to  hear  that  tl)e  re- 
venue continued  in  fo  fiourifhing  a  (ituation.  That  he  muft  take 
the  liberxy  of  troubling  the  Houfe,  however,  with  fome  obfervations, 
both  on  thofe  iinancial  projeds  which  had  been  fanAioned  laft 
year,  and  thofe  which  were  now  in  contemplation ;  and  which 
had  been  referred  to  a  new  branch  of  the  Legiflature  before  un- 
heard of  in  ti>is  part  of  the  ifland,  namely,  a  body  of  men  who 
fat  in  the  Manfion-houfe  of  the  city  of  London,  and  feemed  to 
aiTume  powers  (imilar  to  thofe  M*hich  the  Lords  of  tlie  Articles 
po(re(red  according,  to  the  Con(titutk>n  of  Scotland,  namely,  that 
of  digeiling  and  approving  cf  public  meafures,  previous  to  their 
being  brought  under  the  C( nfi fcration  of  Parliaments  that  he' 
deeply  lamented  having  witnt  tt:d  the  introdud'on  of  fuch  a  fyftem 
here ;  that  it  was  a  public  aikiowledgment  of  the  weaknefs  and 
incapacity  of  ^Government  ^  that  it  degrade  d  the  dignity  of  the 
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I^oufcy  2nd  fufficicntly  proved  the  opinion  pf  Minifters,  (which  he 
hoped  was  ill  founded^)  that  the  public  had  no  confidence  in,  or 
vcfpeif^  for,  the  deliberations  of  Parliament* 

In  regard  to  the  financial  meafures  of  the  laft  feflion,  he  was 
^ery  glad  to  find  that  the  aiTeffed^tax  bill  was  to  be  repeakd  :  but 
the  principle  of  that  billy  it  feems,  was  to  be  enforced  in  another 
ihapCy  namely,  by  a  general  tax  upon  income.  Without  dweU  * 
ling  upon  'the  many  new  and  very  delicate  quejiions  which  fuch  an 
attempt  muftgive  rife  to,  he-muft  take  the  liberty  of  remarking, 
tiiat  it  is  not  worth  while  to  opprefs  every  individual  in  the  country 
for  the  fake  of  ^anyfum  that  may  be  thus  obtained,  and  at  a  pe- 
riod too  when  ^oney,  to  any  amount,  may  be  raifed  by  loan. 
That  he  would  recommend  to  the  Houfe  to  adhere  to  the  funding 
fyftem,  and  never  to  abandon  it  until  it  had  abandoned  us.  That 
^e  wit  of  man  had  never  invented  a  meafure  fo  complete  and  un- 
exceptionable as  that  of  raifing  money  for  defraying"  the  extraordi- 
nary expences  of  a  ftate,  by  loans  from  thofc  who  had  the  circu- 
lating wealth  of  the  country  in  their  pofleflion,  and  of  impofing 
taxes  to  pay  the  intereft,  and  to  repay  the  principal.  That  fuch  a 
pbn  might  be  carried  on  for  y^ars  in  this  country,  without  the 
fmalleft  rifk  of  interruption.  That  he  regretted  the  Houfe  fhould 
liften  to  new  fchemesof  finance,  attended  with  untried  difficulties, 
accompanied  with  much  individual  oppreiTion,  and  likely  to  occa- 
lion  much  public  difcontent ;  and  above  all,  the  efledts  of  which, 
on  the  eftablifhed  taxes  of  the  country,  it  was  impoflible  to  forefee, 
whilft  at  the  fame  time  it  had  a  mine  of  wealth  at  its  command, 
through  the  medium  of  the  funding  fyftem,  which  might  be  re- 
forted  to  without  difficulty  or  danger. 

Another  point  which  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  alluding  to, 
had  been,  much  dwelt  upon  by  the  honourable  Baronet  who  fe- 
conded  the  Inotion,  namely,  the  land-tax  redemption  bill.  That 
he  fhould  not  enter  much  into  that  fubjeft  at  prefcnt,  for  there 
probably  would  foon  be  another  opportunity  of  difcuffing  it,  as  the 
a<ft,  if  it  is  not  to  be  totally  repealed,  muit,  at  lealt,  be  explained 
and  amended  early  in  the  courfe  of  the  fcffion.  That  he  regretted 
much  to  hear,  from  fuch  refped^able  authority  as  the  honourable 
Baronet  (Sir  H.  Mildmay,)  that  the  land-tax  bill  was  likely  to  be 
fuccefsful  in  the  wide  circle  of*  his  connexions  :  that  the  more  it 
fuccceded,  it  was  fo  much  the  w6rfc  for  the  country,  bccaufe  every 
(hilling  ought  to  be  grudged  that  was  extracted  out  of  the  pockets 
of  die  landed  i  itereft  fur  fuch  an  idle  fpeculation,  fince  the  fuper- 
fluous  wealth  might  be  fo  much  better  expended  on  the  improve- 
ment of  their  eftatcs.     But  that  though  he  could  no(  approve  of 
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the  land-tax  redemption  bill,  yet  he  rejoiced  to  hear  that  anothtr 
plan  was  in  agitation  of  a  (imilar  nature  for  the  purchafe  and  re* 
dcmption  of  tithes.  That  there  could  not  be  a  wifer  (lep  taken 
in  the  whole  range  of  politics.  That  ht  trufted,  therefore,  the 
public,  in  this  reipe^ft.  was  not  mifinformed.  The  agricultural 
improvement  of  the  countr}',  the  religious  difpofition  of  the  people, 
their  refped-  for  the  charafiers  of  their  paftors,  and,  indeed,  the 
general  peace  and  bfety  of  the  kingdom,  in  a  great  degree,  de- 
pended on  the  fuccefs  of  ttUit  meafure  ;  and  if  the  fame  plan  were 
OLtended  to  Ireland,  the  advantages  would  be  almoft  incalculable. 

That  he  could  not  (it  down  without  taking  fome  notice  of  the  re- 
appearance of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  who  had 
been»  like  other  great  men,  for  fome  time  pad,  a  fecedcr  firom 
his  duty  in  Parliament.  That  he  hoped  he  had  come  down  that  day 
with  a  fixed  refolution  tq  make  an  apology  to  the  Houfe  for  the  in- 
temperance of  his  condud  when  he  lad  fat  there — an  apology  which, 
in  his  opinion,  was  efTcntially  rlfeceflary — [A  loud  cry  of**  Order! 
*'  Order !— Chair !  Chair  1] 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  If  there  had  been  any  thing  improper  in 
the  language  which  had  been  alluded  to,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  ho- 
nourable Baronet  to  have  noticed  it  at  the  time  it  was  fpoken.  It  was 
one  edablifhcd  rule  of  the  Houfe,  that  when  to  a  fpecch  which  any 
Member  might  deem  worthy  of  animadverlion  and  cenfure,  another 
fpecch  fucceeded,  before  fuch  animadverfion  and  cenfure  was  moved, 
it  was  irregular  to  move  it.  Another  eftabN(hed  rule  of  the  Houfe 
in  aid  of  the  former  was,  that  it  was  irregular  to  make  a  fpecch 
fpoken  on  a  former  day,  the  fubjedt  of  debate  upon  a  future  one. 
Upon  thefe  grounds  the  language  ufed  by  the  honourable  Baronet 
was  diforderly. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  then  added,  that  he  (hould  not  prefs 
that  fubjecl  any  farther,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  Chair. 
I'hat  on  the  whole  he  had  dated  what  had  occurred  to  him,  on  a 
variety  of  public  quedions,  from  the  full  convi<f\ion,  that  this  was 
a  day  peculiarly  appropriated  to  general  difduflion,  and  that  he 
(hould  be  very  glad  to  hear  the  various  points  he  had  alluded  to  in 
his  fpcech  properly  exj^ained,  and  anfwered  by  His  Majedy's  Mi- 
niders,  if  they  could  judify  themfelves  from  the  various  charges 
which  he  had  found  it  his  duty  to  urge  againd  them. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  faid,  he  had  never  heard  any  thing 
with  more  adonifhment  than  the  Speech  that  day  delivered  from  the 
Throne.  He  d)ouI<l  make  a  few  obfervattons  upon  the  fpeech  witli 
the  freedom  becoming  a  Member  of  that  Houfe.  He  ftiould  en- 
dcgvour  in  the  remarks  he  wa»  about  to  make  to  follow  the  order 
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obfervcd  in  the  fpcccli,  and  in  tlic  fpcceh  of  the  noble  Lord  wha 
moved  the  Addrefs.  The  noble  Lord  begins  with  bcftowing  much 
praife^  and  in  that  he  heartily  concurred,  upon  our  navy  for  their 
gallant  achievements ;  but  whether  thcie  fucoeiTes  would  or  would 
not  turn  out  for  future  advantage  tathc  country,  muft  folely  depend 
upon  the  wirdom,  or  the  want  of  wifdom,  in  Hi*  Majcfty's  coun- 
cils. The  oouptTy»  no  doubt,  (lood  upon  higher  ground  than  it  did 
a  (hort  time  back  ;  and  if  advantage  was  taken  of  this  favourable 
fituation»  in  conjundion  with  the  red  of  Europe,  to  reftore  to  it 
tranquillity,  and  to  procure  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace,  then,  in- 
deed, he  Chould  hail  our  recent  fucccfles  as  the  happy  omens  of 
future  happincfs :  but  if,  as  the  whole  tenour  of  the  fpeech  this  day 
from  the  Throne  gave  too  much  rcafon  to  fear,  our  recent  fucccfles 
were  only  to  he  made  ufe  of  as  an  inflrument  to  inftigate  the  country 
to  a  profecutton  of  the  war  without  any  diftindl  and  definite  object 
l)cing  declared,  he  could  then  only  regard  our  naval  vidlories  as  the 
probable  forerunners  of  future  misfortunes.  Now  that  we  were 
about  to  take  a  new  leafe,  as  it  were,  of  the  war,  he  (houlci  be  glad 
to  be  at  length  diftindly  told  by  the  Minifters  the  real  objed  we 
were  to  agree  to  expend  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the  country  to 
obtain.  It  was  in  vain  to  look  for  any  fuch  information  in  the  fpeech 
or  the  addrefs— a  ftudicd  ambiguity  of  language  reigned  through- 
out the  whole ;  and  we  were  called  upon  for  new  excrcions  to  pro- 
<:ure  not  peace,  but  the  general  deliverance  of  Eiirope.  Could  any 
diftind  idea  be  annexed  to  thefe  words  r  Did  Miniftcrs  mean  that 
Belgium  was  to  be  rcftorcd  to  the  Emperor  ?  that  Holland  was  tc 
be  retaken  from  France  ?  that  the  French  were  to  be  driven  out  of 
Italy  and  Switzerland  ?  or  were  the  old  dclufions  returning  to  the 
imaginations  of  Minifters,  fluflied  wirh  recent  fuccefs,  and  were 
they  about  to  attempt  to  rcftorc  Monarchy  to  France,  and  the  Emi- 
grants to  their  eftates  t  Were  all  thefe,  or  any  of  them,  the  objefh 
for  which  the  war  was  now  to  be  continued  ?  He  muft  reft  con- 
tented, he  fuppofcd^  without  any  information  upon  tlicfe  topics. 
He  (hould  now  conlider  the  probability  of  any  impreflion  being 
made  upon  France  by  force  of  arms  by  this  country  and  her  allies ; 
it  was  one  of  the  remarkable  features  of  the  fpeech  that  not  a  word 
was  faid  about  what  we  were  accuftomed  to  hear  fo  much  formerly. 
He  meant  cur  nwgnanimous  ally,  the  Emperor  of  Germanj'",  and 
9ur  faithful,  firm  and  good  ally,  the  King  of  Pruffia ;  but  the  lois 
of  thefe  allies  was  fupplied  by  the  magnanimous  wifdom  of  the 
Emperor  of  RufTia,  and  the  vigour  and  dccifipn  of  the  Ottoman 
Porte.  But  we  were  told  there  was  a  fpirit  about  to  manifeft  itfelf 
throughout  all  Europe  agaiiift  France.     The  hiftory  of  all  coali- 
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tions,  formed  of  great  and.difcordant  interefts,  was  the  fame ;  if 
they  were  not  fuccefsful  ia  their  firft  efforts,  they  rarely  or  never 
fucceeded  at  all.  Did  any  man  think  it  probable  that  fuccefsful 
.war  fhould  be  carried  on  againft  France  by  a  coalition  of  the  prc- 
fent  mutilated  powers  of  Europe,  when  fhe  lias  already  baffled  the 
mod  powerful  league  that  was  ever  formed  againft  any  country  ? 
when,  notwithftanding  her  untoward  circumflances,  civil  war  rag- 
ing in  the  interior,^ and  upon  her  frontier  the  beft  armies  in  Eu- 
rope ;^  when  (he  had  to  refift  the  combined  powers  of  England, 
Auftria,  Pruffia,  Sardinia,  Naples,  Spain,  Holland,  and  Portugal, 
thcfr  refourccs  unbroken,  their  arms  untarniflied  by  defeat,  was  it 
poflible  to  believe  that  (he  (hould  now,  with  all  her  conquefts  and 
accumulated  ftrcngth,  be  unable  to  refift  the  new  kague  thought  to 
be  forming  againft  her?  And  although  internal  difl'enfions  (hould 
arife,  we  knew  by  experience  how  little  influence  internal  difturb* 
ances  had  upon  her  armies  and  her  external  politics.  But  our 
foreign  politics,  although  more  important  than  at  any  former  period, 
from  the  critical  lituation  of  every  country  in  Europe,  were  almoft 
unimportant  in  comparifon  with  the  policy  of  Government  at  home. 
The  next  fubjefl  which  came  under  confidcration  was  the  fituation 
of  Ireland.  This  was  a  fubjedl  of  too  much  importan'^e  to  be 
cafually  difculTed,  and  demanded  our  whole  undivided  attention. 
He  (hould  not  sow,  therefore,  enter  upon  it ;  but  could  not  for- 
bear remarking  that  it  would  have  been  more  decent,  at  leaft,  to 
have  rcprefented  His  Majefty  as  deeply  regretting  the  fufFefings  of 
the  Irifh  people,  and  the  feverities,  from  whatever  caufe  proceed- 
ing, which  had  been  excrcifed  in  ^\zt  unhappy  country.  He  now 
came  to  the  laft  and  concluding  part  of  His  Majefty's  fpccch. 

In  the  laft  fentence,  and  in  that  alone,  he  did  moft  completely 
agree  that  we  (hould  all  be  firmly  .determined  to  repel  any  attack 
upon  our  laws  and  Conftitution.  Had  we  firmly  repelled  the  many 
attacks  made  by  the  prefent  Miniftcrsupon  our  laws  and  Conftitu- 
tion, he  (liould  not  now  have  to  complain  of  many  and  weighty 
grievances  on  the  part  of  the'  people  of  England  ;  he  (hould  not 
now  have  to  complain  of  innovations  made  in  the  jurisprudence  of 
the  country ;  he  (hould  not  now  have  to  complain  of  an  infamy 
guarded  againft  by  the  laws  and  Conftitution,  the  interference  of 
the  Executive  witJi  the  management  of  prlfons  and  treatment  of 
prifoncrs  ;  he  (hould  not  now  have  to  complain  of  every  barrier 
being  broken  erected  for  the  freedom  of  ihc  people  ^,  he^ (liould  not 
now  have  to  complain  of  thofe  fiaflilcs,  called  Houfcs  of  Correc- 
tion, where  feverities  were  exercifed  upon  men  not  charged  even  with 
any  crime,  fuch  as  the  humane  old  law  of  the  land  does  rK)t  allow  to 
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of  the  pcefent  motion.  Accuftomed  as  he  was  to  hear  and  admire 
great  and  fplendid  examples  of  naval  prowefs  ;  daz?.led  as  he  and 
all  who  heard  him  muft  be  with  the  accounts  of  viflories,  vying 
with  each  other  in  fplendour  and  glor)%  and  rifing  in  proud  fupcri- 
ority  above  the  moft  diltinguilhed  of  former  times,  yet  he  would 
not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  the  viflory  in  queftion,  under  all  its  circunri' 
Aances,  flood  in  high  pre-eminence,  not  only  unparalleled  in  the  an- 
nals of  hiftory ,  but  incapable  of  being  excelled  by  any  efforts  of  ad- 
drefs  or  bravery.  This,  the  charafleriftic  modefty  of  the  noble 
Lord  made  it  the  more  incumbent  on  public  judice  to  acknowledge ; 

.  bur,  while  he  fubfcribed  in  the  mod  unqualified  fenfe  to  the  bril- 
liancy of  the  aftion,  there  was  another  which  he  could  not  pafs  by 
without  notice.  The  recent  victory  obtained  by  Sir  John  Borlafe 
Warren,  though'  inferior  in  magnitude,  deeply  affefted  our  deareft 
intereds,  and  was  attended  with  the  happiell  political  confequences, 
though  not  on  fo  large  a  fcalc.     The  one  affe<Scd  us  in  our  inter- 

,nal  capacity,  as  an  empire  ;  the  other,  acfting  in  a  wider  fphere, 
embraced  alfo  our  relations  with  foreign  powers.  The  one  con- 
firmed and  fecured  our  domedic  peace  and  fafcty  ;  the  other  ena- 
bled us  to  procure  thefe  bleffmgs  for  all  Europe.  In  this  view  of 
the  fubjedt,  much  praife  was  certainly  due  to  the  gallant  officer  who 
defeated  the  enemy's  fquadron  off  the  coad  of  Ireland.  It  was  a 
vidtory  produvflivc  of  the  mod  immediate  and  beneficial  confe- 
quences,  and,  as  fuch,  entitled  to  our  gratitude  and  thanks. 

Lord  MINTO  bore  tedimony,  in  the  highed  terms  of  applaufe, 
to  the  character  and  conduft  of  the  noble  Admiral.  Whether 
confidcred  at  a  man  or  an  officer,  he  did  not  know  which  mod  to 
admire,  or  by  whom  he  could  be  excelled.  The  modedy  of  his 
account  fhcwcd  the  virtue  of  his  heart,  and  the  fplendor  of  his  vic- 
tory the  vigour  of  his  mind.  But  it  was  not  only  in  the  indance  in 
quedion  he  had  didlnguifhcd  himfelf,  but  on  every  occafion  when 
opportunity  prcfentcd  itfelf  in  the  courfe  of  the  war.  After  dwell- 
ing for  fome  time  on  thefe,  and  particularly  on  the  lad  important 
adiion,  his  Lordfliip  took  a  view  of  the  beneficial  confequences  to 
be  expedlcd  from  it,  the  extent  of  which,  he  faid,  was  incalculable. 
But  it  was  not  in  naval  operations  alone  that  Lord  Nclfon  had  ma- 
nifcded  fupcrior  talents.  He  knew,  for  he  fpoke  from  experience, 
that  the  univerfal  and  commanding  genius  of  his  Lordfhip  not  only 
enabled  hinri  to  excel  in  his  profeffion,  but  qualified  him  fpr  the 
management  of  political  emergencies,  on  fome  of  which  he  had 
conducted  himfelf  with  great  wifdom  and  addrefs.  Impreffed, 
ihereforci  as  he  felt  himfelf,  with  a  lively  fcnfe  of  his  Lordfl)ip's 
merit,  he  mod  clicarfully  concurred  in  the  vote  of  thanks. 
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H.'  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  CLARENCE,  after  pronouncing  an 
eulogiun)  on  the  charadler  of  Lord  Nelfon  as  a  naval  officer,  ad- 
verted to  the  engagement  off  the  Nile,  and  dweh  at  lai^ge  upon  the 
courage  and  addrefs  for  which  he  ftood  fo  pre-eminently  diftin- 
guifhed.  His  Royal  Highnefs,  whenever  he  alluded  to  him, 
called  him  his  noble  friend.  He  expatiated  on  the  great  political 
confequence^  that  have,  and  mud  neceiTarily  refult  from  the  vic- 
tory ;  from  which  he  paffed  on  to  the  defeat  of  the  French  fquadron- 
on  the  coafl  of  Ireland  ;  a  victory  which,  though  he  admitted 
to  be  inferior  in  brillianc}',  was  alfo  produdive  of  the  happieft 
effeds. 

The  qucftion  was  then  put,  and  carried  unanimoufly. 

Earl  SPENCER  then  moved  refolutions  thanking  Lord  Nelfon 
and  his  fleet,  and  Sir  J.B.Warren  and  his  fleety  which  were  agreed 
to  mm,  Jis, 

HisMajefty  having  appointed  this  day  at  two  o'clock  to  receive 
the  Addrefs  of    the   Houfe  of  Peers,  their  Lordihips  proceeded ' 
to  Sainr  James's  with  the  following  humble  Addrefs  of  the  right 
honourable  the    Lords  Spiritual   and  Temporal,  in    Parliament 
aflcmblcd : 

**  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

"  We,  yourMajefty'snwft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefls,  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave  to  ap- 
proach your  Majefty  with  our  humble  thanks  for  your  Maje(ly*s 
moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne. 

"  We  beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  Majefty  our  heartfelt  congratu- 
lations on  the  glorious  and  decifive  victory  obtained  by  your  Ma- 
jefty's  fleet  under  the  command  of  Rear  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon  over 
an  enemy  fuperior  in  force,  and  in  the  advantage  of  (ituation  ;  an 
achievement  which  has  even  added  frelh  fplcndor  to  the  uncxaniT:^ 
pled  feries  of  your  Majeft)''s  naval  triumphs.  While  this  menw- 
rable  fuccefs  has,  in  the  firlt  inftance,  turned  to  the  confufion  of  the 
enemy,  an  entcrprize  not  more  didinguiHied  by  its  injuftice,  perfidy, 
and  extravagance,  than  by  the  inverate  hodility  of  its  authors  againft 
every  Britiih  intereft,  we  entertain  a  juft  hope,  that  the  blow  now 
given  to  the  power  and  influence  of  the  enemy  will  be  decifive  in 
its  eflfeds  ;  that  the  opening  thus  afforded  will  be  improved  by  other 
powers,  to  the  maintenance  of  their  own  independance  and  fecurity ; 
and  that  the  wife  and  dignified  example  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia, 
and  of  the*  Ottoman  Porte,  will  be  followed  bv  fuch  efFcflual  and 
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forcible^  that  they  rather  fuffcred  than  gained  by  any  attempt  to 
imprefs  them  upon  the  minds  of  men.  ^  Many  vidories  had  been 
marked  by  peculiar  circumAances.  Some  vi£lories  had  been  marked 
by  the  (kill  of  the  commanders  j  fomc  by  the  particular  bravery  of 
the  feamen  ;  others  by  the  great  and  exteniive  benefits  refuiting 
from  them.  But  it  was  peculiar  to  this  vifiory,  that  it  united  all 
thofe  <]Malities  by  which  other  vidtories  had  been  mod  diftinguifhed. 
The  trdifti  of  this  was  fo  unirerfally  felt,  that  it  woutd  be  unnecef- 
fary  for  him  to  enlarge  upon  it.  The  (kill  of  Admiral  Lord  Nel- 
fon  had  been  univcrfally^  admitted.  The  undaunted  courage  of 
the  officers  and  feamen,  in  attacking  a  fuperior  fleet  under  fuch 
advantage  of  fituation  as  to  be  deemed  almofl  impregnablt,  was 
the  theme  of  general  gratitude  and  applaufe.  But  when  we  looked 
to  the  extent  of  the  confequences  of  the  vidory  both  abroad  and  at 
home;  when  we  beheld  th^.  fpirit  with  which  it  had  clcflrificd 
Europe  from  one  end  to  the  other,  wc  muft  acknowledge  that  there 
never  did  exiO  a  victory  which  had  produced  fo  much  at  prefcnt^ 
and  which  was  likely  to  produce  fo  many  and  fuch  important  con- 
fequences in  future.     He  would  fay  no  more,  but  move, 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Rear  Admiral  Lord 
"  Nelforiy  Knight  of  the  moft  honourable  order  of  the  Bath,  for 
"  his  able  and  gnllant  conduQ  in  the  memorable  and  decifive  vic- 
tory obtained  over  the  French  fleet,  near  the  mouth  of  the  NiU^ 
on  the  firft,  fccond,  and  third  of  Augufi  laft." 
Mr.  TIERNEY  hoped  (he  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  excufe  the  eagemefs  of  his  intrufion ;  and  the  Houfe,  he 
trufted,  would  not  confidcr  it  as  prefumption  on  v  his  part,  but 
do  him  the  juilice  to  believe  that  it  gave  him  greater  pleafurc  to 
fupport  any  meafurc  that  might  be  brouglit  forward,  when  he  could 
conliftently  \^ith  his  fenfc  of  duty,  than  to  oppofe  it.  Certainly, 
if  a  divifion  had  taken  place  la(l  night,  he  could  not,  on  account  of 
certain  paffages,  have  acceded  to  the  addrefs.  But  to-day  he  had 
heartfelt  fatisfaflion  in  giving  the  prefcnt  motion  his  moft  cordial 
and  zealous  fupport.  No  man  was  more  anxious.thnn  he  was  for 
the  general  fccurity  of  the  empire;  no  n.an  felt  mere  warmth  and 
animation  than  he  did,  whenever  our  navy  was  triumphant.  If 
fuch  were  his  feelings,  what  muft  be  the  zeal  and  gratitude  with 
which  he  rofe  to  thank  the  gallant  Admiral  for  his  fervices.  What- 
ever diflereiKe  of  opinion  there  might  be  wiili  refpc<9  to  the  general 
management  of  the  navy,  not  meaning  in  the  fmallcft  degree  to  in- 
(inuate  rny  thing  againft  the  management  of  the  navy  in  this  in- 
llancc ;  wh  itcver  difference  of  opinion  there  might  be  upon  that 
fubjcft  ;  of  this  at  Icaft  he  kit  projd,  that  whenever  an  opjorfuniiy 
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Was  oflTcrcd  to  our  gallant  fcamcn  to  meet  the  enemfy  they  had 
uniformly  proycd  triunnphant.  The  confeqiienccs  of  this  vi<Jlory 
he  felt  perhaps  as  much  as  any  man;  perhaps  he  faw  them  in  a 
point  of  view  which  muft  be  damped  by  the  ufe  made  of  them. 
But  that  was  not  the  queWon  in  the  prcfent  cafe.  ■  It  was  only 
to  the  fcrvices  of  Admiral,  Nclfon  that  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
was  nowdircftcd.  He  truftcri,  however,  th?t  Minifters  would  not* 
flop  here,  and  that  other  fcrvices  would  reecive  the  thanks  of  the 
Houfe.  No  man  eftimated  more  highly  than  be  did  the  value  of 
our  poffcffions  in  the  Eaft,  and  he  iT^rtily  hoped  that  the  efFe£l  of 
the  viflory  might  be  to  defeat  any,dcfigns  that  might  be  meditated 
^againft'  them.  Thofe  who  fupportcd  ^thc  addrefs  had  fpoken  in  a 
tone  of  confidence  upon  the  fubje<SI,  and  God  grant  that  they  might 
not  be  difappointcd.  But  knowing  as  he  did,  that  there  was  a  great 
army  flill  on  foot,  he  could  not,  though  he  hoped  it  might  be  de-> 
feated,  be  confidered  as  too  defpondif^  when  he  confcfled  that  he 
was  not  quite  fo  confident  as  others.  But  another  Branch  of  the 
empire  came  mpre  nearly  to  our  feeljngs— -He  meant  the  viftory  of 
Sir  J.  B.  Warren  on.  the  coaft  of  Ireland. — [A  cry  of  Hear! 
Hear!]— He  was  happy  to  find  that  his  obfervation  had  been  re- 
ceived in  fuch  a  manner,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  followed  up. 
Nothing,  in  his  idea,  could  exceed  the  importance  of  Sir  John 
Warren's  vidtory.  It  had  fet  all  men's  minds  at  eafe  as  to  the  fe« 
curity  of  the  empire : — and  again,  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  what* 
ever  difference  of  opinion  there  might  be  upon  many  fubjefls,  there 
were  fome  upon  which  it  was  impofflble  ro  differ— »:this  was  one. 
We  might  thank  Sir  John  Warren  for  being  able  to  difcufs  the 
affairs  and  fituation  of  Ireland,  without  any  foreign  interference. 
Foreign  interference*  was  always  to  be  deprecated.  But  when  we 
confidered  what  would  have  been  the  nature  of  a  French  inter- 
fcrence,  we  could  not  but  feel  the  utmoft  gratitude  to  the  gallant 
officer  who  had  rendered  the  dcfigns  of  the  enemy  abortive.  He 
hoped  the  Houfe  would  give  him  credit  for  his  motives  ;  —  he  knew 
that  the  brilliancy  of  the  one  victory  was  greater  than  that  of  the 
other  \  and  if  by  any  means  a  line  could  be  drawn  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  not  to  wound  theV/^dings  of  either  of  the  brave  officers,  he 
(hould  be  glad.  He  concluded  by  eKprefiinghis  entire  approbation 
of  the  motion. 

.  Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  there  was  fome  confi'ifion  in 
the  Houfe  when  he  ga^e  his  notice  laft  night,  or  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman might  have  heard,  that  he  diftin<iily  faid  it  was  his  intention 
to  move  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  for  fcrvices  performed  on  the  coaft 
of  Ireland,  as  well  as  in  the  Mediterranean. 
Vol.  YII.  I 
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Mr.  TIERNEY  begged  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  par- 
don ;  he  certainly  had  not  heard  what  he  faid  lad  night. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  declared,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to 
givt  a  filcnt  vote  upon  the  fubjeft.  He  agreed  entirely  in  the  eu- 
logy that  had  been  pronounced  upon  the  gallant  Admiral.  But  he 
could  have  wiflicd  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  enume- 
rating his.  qualities,  had  added  to  them  the  Admiral's  modefly 
and  piety.  His  modefty  had  been  diftind^ly  (hewn  in  that  part^ 
of  his  letter  where  he  had  faid  that  his  (hip  had  fought  fo  gal- 
lantly after  he  was  wounded,  that  the  fervice  did  not  fuflfer  by  his 
wound  !  His  piety  had  been  evinced  in  the  beginning  of  his  letter, 
in  which  he  afcribed  the  vidory  to  Divine  Providence.  To  Earl 
St.  Vincent  and  Lord  Duncan  a  pecuniary  rccompcncc  had  been 
given :  perhaps  a  recompence  of  the  fame  fort  was  intended  for  Ad- 
miral Nclfon.;  for  his  Majefty,  he  was  fure,  muft  be  perfcflly  ready 
to  bcftow  rewards  upon  him.  With  refpect  to  the  title  with  which 
he  had  been  honoured,  he  fuppofed  a  higher  one  would  have  been 
given,  but  that  the  Admiral  was  inferior  in  naVal  rank  to  Earl  St. 
Vincent  and  Lord  Duncan,  and  commanded  only  a  detachment  of 
a  fleet. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
only  fuggcfted  what  had  been  already  determined  upon.  And  though 
the  honourable  member's  obfervations  were  perhaps  irregular,  yet  as 
the  fubjciSt  had  been  mentioned,  he  informed  the  Houfe  that  he 
(hould  probably  have  it  in  command  to  bring  down  a  mcffagc  to- 
morrow, for  bellowing  fuch  marks  of  farther  favour  upon  Admiral 
Nelfon  as  "the  Houfe  might  think  fit. 

The  motion  was  paffed  nem.  con*  ^ 

Mr.  Secretary  DNUDAS  then  moved. 

.•*  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  the  fcvcral  Cap- 
**  tains  and  Officers  of  the  Fleet  under  the  command  of  Rear- Ad- 
**  miralLord  Neljony  on  the  ift,  2d,  and  3d  of  Augujl  laft,  who 
**  by  their  bravery  and  good  conduit  contributed  to  the  glorious  fuc- 
**  cefs  of  thoic  days  :  and  that  Rear- Admiral  Lord  Nelfon  do  fignify 
*'  the  fame  to  them." 

**  That  this  Houfe  doth  highly  approve  of  and  acknowledge  the 
fcr vices  of  the  Seamen  and  Marines  on  board  the  (hips  under 
the  commandof  Rear  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon  in  the  late  glorious 
vidlory  over  \\\c  French  Fleet  near  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  and  that 
the  Officers  commanding  the  feveral  fhips  do  fignify  the  fame 
to  their  refped^ivc  Crews,  and  do  thank  them  for  their  good 
'*  behaviour." 

The  motions  were  pafifed  nem.  con. 
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Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  another  duty  remained  to 
be  performed,  and  that  it  was  neccflary  for  the  Houfe  to  mark  their 
veneration  for  thofe  who  had  fallen  in  the  fcrvice  of  their  country. 
One  gallant  Captain,  who  had  greatly  fignali^d  himfelf  in  the 
adlion  of  the  firft  of  Auguft,  had  fallen — he  meant  Captain  Wcft« 
cott.     He  fhould  fherefore  move, 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prcfented  to  His  Majcfty,  humbly 
'*  defiTing  His  Majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  give  dirediions  that  a 
**  Monument  be  eredled  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  PauU 
London^  to  the  memory  of  Captain  George  Blagdon  IVeficott^  of 
His  Majefty's  (hip  Majejiic^  who  fell  glorioufly  in  the  naval 
engagement  on  the  firl)  of  Augujl,  when  a  decifive  vidlory  was 
obtained  by  Rear  Admiral  Lord  Neljon  over  the  French  Fleet, 
off  the  mouth  of  the  NiUy  and  that  this  Houfe  will  make  good 
the  expences  attending  the  fame." 
Agreed  to  nem.  con* 

Mr.  KEENE  faid,  that  Captain  Weftcott's  family,  who  de- 
pended upon  him  for  fupport,  muA  be  reduced  to  much  diftrefs  by 
his  lofs.  That  gallant  Captain  had  given  great  part  of  his  property,' 
which  he  had  procured  during  the  war,  to  his  father,  to  relieve  him 
from  embarraflmcnts.  The  death  of  fuch  a  man  muft  be  a 
fevcre  lofs  to  his  family  \  and  he  truiled  that  fomcthing  would  be 
done  for  them. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  ftid  he  was  perfedlly  ready  to  admit 
that  the  tranfadtions  to  wliicb  he  was  about  to  refer  were  not  at-, 
tended  with  all  thofe  firiking  circumilances  which  accompanied  the 
viflory  of  Admiral  Nclfon.  He  admitted,  that  Sir  John  B.  War- 
ren's fleet  was  fupcrior  to  that  of  the  enemy  ;  he  admitted  that  the 
enemy  had  not  made  fuch  a  manly  refinance  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland 
as  they  had  done  in  the  Mediterranean  \  but  he  felt  that  he  ihould 
not  difcharge  his  duty,  if  he  did  not  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  fervices  that  had  been  performed  on  the  coal)  of  Ireland. 
For  many  years  paft,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the 
country  had  been  indebted  to  the  exertions  of  Sir  John  B.  Warren, 
He  might  by  fome  be  called  fortunate  ;  but  never  ihould  this  de- 
rogate with  him  from  any  man's  merit ;  for  he  always  fjund  thofe 
to  be  moft  fortunate,  who  put  themfelves  nioft  in  fortune's  way, 
Theconduft  of  Sir  John  B.  Warrtrn  was  diftin^uiflied  by  exertion, 
by  aflivity,  by  a  meritorious  love  of  his  counrry  ;  but  wh?*t  he 
wi(hcd  to  dirc6^  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to,  was  to  the  vidory 
on  the  coaft  of  Ireland — a  viS^ory  which  had  relieved  the  public 
mind,  been  productive  of  the  moft  beneficial  confcquences,  and 
though  not  fo  brilliant  a  one  as  fome  others^  yet 'it  was  a  vi^ory 
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highly  worthy  of  the  gratitude  and  thanks  of  the  Houfe.  He  there- 
fore moved,    . 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Sir  yohnSorla^ 
"  Warreriy  Bart,  and  Knight  of  the  moft  honourable  order  of  the 
*'  Bath,  for  his  meritorious  and  fuccefsful  exertions  on  the  x  2th 
"  of  O^iobir  laft,  in  the  total  defeat  of  a  French  Armament^  de(Kned 
**  for  the  Invafion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Irelafid.'' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  then  faid,  that  his  motion  of  thanks 
to  the  Captains,  and  other  officers  and  feamen  under  Sir  John 
Warren  would  include  a  longer  period  than  the  12  th  of  Oflober 
laft,  becaufe  fome  of  the  French  (hips  had  been  taken  at  different 
periods  in  that  month.     He  therefore  moved, 

**  That  the  thanks  of  this  Hbufc  be  given  to  the  feveral'  Cap- 
^'  tains,  and  other  Officers  on  board  His  Majefty*s  (hips  which  were 
'*  engaged  with  a  French  fquadron  defined  for  the  coaft  of  Ireland 
**  in  the  month  of  OSiohcr  laft,  for  their  bravery  and  gallant  con- 
*'  du<S  in  the  defeat  of  that  armament,  and  that  Sir  Jikn  Borlafe 
^**  JVarren  do  fignify  the  fame  to  them." 

Agreed  to  nem,  con. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  then  moved, 

**  That  this  Houfe  doth  highly  approve  of  and  acknowledge  the 
♦<  fervices  of  the  Seamen  and  Marines  on  board  the  fcveral  (hips 
**  engaged  with  the  French  fquadron,  deftined  to  the  coaft  of  Ireland 
**  in  the  n>onth  of  Ofiober  laft ;  and  that  the  Officers  command- 
**  ing  the  feveral  (hips  dofignify  the  fame  to  their  refpedlive  crews^ 
•*  and  do  thank  them  for  their  good  behavionr." 

Agreed  to  nem,  con. 

Thurfday^  Nffoemher  22. 

Lord  CHARLES  SOMERSET  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that 
His  Majefty  would  be  ready  to  receive  the  addrefs  at  half  pa(l 
three  o'clock  dt  his  Palace  of  St.  James. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  a  roe(rage  figned  by  His  Ma- 
jefty, viz.  . 

GEORGE  R. 

"   His  Mdjejly  herding  taken  into  his  royal  conjideration  the  Jignat 
avd  glorious  Jervice  performed  by  Rear  Admiral  Lord  Neljon  in  the 
viemorable  and  decifive  vidlory  obtained  pver  ajupericr  French  fifttoj^ 
the  mouth  of  the  I^'ile,  in  the  month  of  A^gujl  laflj  not  only  in  the  higbefk 
degree  honourable  to  himfelf^  but  eminently  beneficial  to  His  Majifijs 
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hngdoms :  and  helng  d^rous  to  bejiovi  ufon  the  Jaid  Rt^r  Adti^lral 
Lord  Nelfonf<me  ctmjiderahk  and  lajiing  Jiiarh  of  hts  royal  favour  as 
0  teji'rmony  of  His  Majejlys  approbation  of  fuch  dijiinguifhed  fervice^ 
and  for  this  purpofe  to  give  and  grant  to  the  f aid  f(ear  Admiral  Lord 
J^elforif  and^the  tvio  next  fucceJJ'ors^  heirs  male  of  the  kody  of  the  faid 
Rear  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon,  the  title  of  Baron  Nelfon  of  the  Nile^  and 
Burnham  Thorpe  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  fball  dejcendy  for  and  during 
their  lives ^  a  net  annuity  of  2000L  per  annum.  But  His  Majejly 
not  having  if  in  his  power  to  grant  an  annul fy  to  tl^at  amount ^  or 
to  extend  the  effc£i  of  the  faid  grant  beyond  the  term  of  his  ozlti  lifcy  re^ 
commends  it  to  his  faithful  Commons  to  conjider  of  a  proper  method  if 
enabling  His  Majefly  to  grant  the  fame y  and  of  extending^fecuring,  and 
fettling  fuch  annuity  to  the  faid  Rfar  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon,  and  ibf 
two  next  perfons  on  whom  the  title  of  Baron  Nelfon  of  the  Nile,  and  of 
Bu^arn  Thorpe  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  fball  defcendy  in  fuch  manner 
ess  fhall  he  mojl  effetlual  for  the  benefit  of  the  faid  Rear  Admiral  L9r4 
Nelfon  and  his  family, 

«  G.Rr 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,   the  meflage  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  Supply  for  to-morrow. 


Friday  $  November  %2^    > 

Mr,  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  His  Majefty  had 
been  waited  on  with  the  following  addrefs  of  thanks  for  his  mo(^ 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne  : 

**  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

" .  We,  your  Majefty's  rooft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedfi,  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave  to  returi) 
your  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  your  mofl  gracious  fpeech 
from  the  Throne  \  and  to  congratulate  your  Majefly  on  the  figna^ 
fuccefs  which,  by  the  blefling  of  Providence,  has  attended  youf 
Majedy's  arms,  particularly  on  the  memorable  and  decifive  adiou 
in  which  a  detachment  of  your  MajeOy's  fleet,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  Rear  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon,  attacked,  and  ^lipoft  totally, 
deflroyed,  a  fuperior  force  of  the  enemyi  flrengthened  by  every  ad« 
vantage  of  (icuation. 

"  It  is  with  juft  pride  and  exultation  that  we  obfcrve,  that,  by 
this  great  and  brilliant  vidlory,  an  entcrprize,  of  which  the  injudice, 
perfidy^  and  extravagance,  had  fixed  the  attention  of  the  world. 
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and  which  was  peculiarly  dlreflcd  againft  fomc  of  the  moft  valua- 
tie  interefts  of  tht  Britifh  empire,  has,  in  the  firft  inllancQ^  been 
turned  to  the  confufion  of  its  authors  ;  and  we  entertain  an  carncfl 
hope,  that  the  blow  thus  given  to  the  power  and  influence    of 
France,  the  laudable  example  held  out  by  the  Emperor  of  Ruffiji 
and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  the  difpofiiion  manifcfted  in  the  dif- 
ferent countries  ftruggling  under  the  yoke  of  France,  may  encou- 
rage other  powers  to  adopt  that  vigorous  line  of  condud  which  ex- 
perience has  (hewn  to  be  alone  confiftent  with  the  fecurity  and 
honour  of  indcpendant  flates,  and  which,  if  generally  adopted,  may 
lead  to  the  deliverance  of  Europe, 

"  We  are  fully  fenfible  of  ,the  peculiar  advantages  derived  to 
this  kingdom  from  the  extent  of  our  preparations  at  home,  and 
from  the  general  demon Arations  of  zeal  and  fpirit  among  all  ranks 
of  your  Majefty's  fubjeds  i  and  we  have  feen,  with  the  greateft 
fatisfadlion,  the  e(fc6t  of  the  meafur^s  adopted  in  Ireland  for  repneL 
fing  a  rebellion  inftigatcd  by  our  inveterate  enemy  ;  the  furrender 
of  the  French  troops  landed  for  its  fupport ;  and  the  fuccefsful  vigi- 
lance and  a<^ivity  of  your  Majefty's  fquadrons  in  capturing  or  dif- 
pcrfing  the  armaaxnts  fince  defined  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

**  We  are  anxious  to  teftify  to  your  Majefty  the  abhorrence  and 
indignation  with  which  we  have  obferved  the  defpcrate  principles 
and  prad^ices  of  thofc  who  have  long  planned  the  fubverfion  of  our 
Conftitution,  which  have  now  been  fully  detedled  and  made  mani- 
fcft  to  the  world  ;  and  we  9annot  butexprefs  our  firm  perfuafion, 
that  rhofe  who  had  been  mi  fled  or  feduced  muft  now  be  awakened  to 
their  duty,  and  that  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  miferies  and  horrors  which 
thofe  traitorous  defigns  have  produced  muft  imprefs  on, the  minds  of 
all  your  Majefty 's  faithful  fubjedls  tl^e  neccflity  of  continuing  to 
repel  with  firmnefs  every  attack  on  the  laws  and  cftabliflied  Go- 
vernment of  their  Country. 

"  We  (hall  not  fail  diligently  to  apply  ourfelves  to  the  confider- 
ation  of  fuch  meafures  as  may  provide  the  neceflary  fupplies  with 
as  little  inconvenience  to  your  people,  and  as  little  addition  to  the 
permanent  burdens  of  the  State,  as  the  circumftanccs  will  admit ; 
and,  under  the  unavoidable  prcffure  of  protradVed  war,  while  we 
join  with  your  Majefty  in  regretting  the  indifpenfable  neceffity  of 
heavy  expenccs,  we  (hall  derive  the  greateft  fatisfa<5lion  and  confi- 
dence from  the  produ6iivc  ftate  of  the  revenue,  the  maintenance  and 
improvement  of  public  credit,  and  the  extent  and  profperity  of  the 
commerce  and  induftry  of  your  Majefty's  fubjcd^s  \  and  that  wc 
fhall  eagerly  avail  ourfelves  of  every  opportunity  to  cultivate  and 
vnprove  advanpges  fo  important  to  the  public  fafety  and  welfare. 
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**  We  embrace  with  fatisfaflion  the  opportunity  of  thus  renew- 
ing to  your  Majefty  the  folemn  aflTurances  of  our  firm  and  unalter- 
able determination  to  perfevere  in  thofe  exerlions  which  may  enable 
your  Majefty  to  condud  the  great  contcft  in  which  we  are  engaged 
to  a  fafe  and  honourable  concluiion.  Animated  alike  by  a  fenfe  of 
the  difficulties  we  have  furmounted,  and  of  the  diRinguifhed  fucccfs 
which  has  rewarded  our  perfeverance  in  a  juft  cauFe,  we  (hall  uni- 
formly maintain  thofe  principles,  an  adherence  to  which,,  in  a  period 
of  general  danger  and  calamity,  has  procured  to  us  the  advantages 
of  our  prefent  fituation,  and  will,  we  truft,  under  every  vicifHtude, 
continue  to  prove  that  the  fccurity  and  happincfs  of  the  Britiih  na- 
tion find  the  fureft  fupport  (under  the  blcffings  of  Providence)  in 
its  own  conftancy,  its  energy,  and  its  virtue." 

HIS  MAJESTY'S  moft  gracious  ANSWER. 

*'   Gentlemen^ 

**  I  return  you  my  particular  thanks  for  this  loyal  and  dutiful  ad- 
drefs  \  and  receive^  with  the  greatefi  Jatisfa£iion^  your  congratulations 
^n  the  late  glorious  event  Sy  and  the  declaration  of  your  firm  adherence  to 
thofe  wife  and  honourable  principles  which  have  uniformly  guided  your 
condu^.  The  perfeverance  and  firmriefs  of  Parliament ^  and  the  zeal 
and  fpirit  of  my  people  ^  will  give  additional  weight  to  my  exertions  in 
endeavouring  to  improve  the  advantages  which  this  country  and  Europe 
have  eijery  reafon  to  expert  from  the  happy  confequences  of  the  fuccefs 
of  my  armSf  and  from  the  prefent  Jiate  and  difpofttiori  of  other  powers.'' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confidcr  of  His  Majefty 's  moft  gra- 
cious meflage  refpe£ling  an  annuity  to  be  granted  to  Ikear  Admiral 
Lord  Nelfon. 

Mr.  THOMAS  TYRWHITT  JONES :— From  no  man 
in  His  Majefty 's  dominions  can  come  a  more  humble  and  finccre 
acknowledgement  of  the  royal  meflage  before  us  than  myfeW.  The 
viflory  obtained  by  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon  is  above  all  praife,  and 
no  language  I  am  mafter  of  can  be  adequate  to  it.  The  confe- 
quences are  fo  eventful  and  eventual,  that  if  rightly  followed  up 
(which  I  am  fully  difpofed  to  think  will  be  the  cafe)  by  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters,  the  noble  Lord  may  be  hereafter  (I  think  I  do 
not  exceed  the  mark),  juftly  called  the  Saviour  of  mankind.  As 
to  the  armament  itfclf,  which  b  conncfled  nearly  with  the  object 
of  the  meflage,  when  it  lay  at  Toulon,  I  often  hazarded  an  opinion 
that  its  deftination  was  India,  but  I  could  not  get  three  people  to 
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agree  wlt!i  me.  This,  however,  is  only  my  private  obfervation  on 
the  expedition  ;  and  I  ij^.nll  only  fny,  that  I  am  forry  I  was  right, 
and  thnt  I  licpc  fotne  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  and  fomc  of  the 
Diteflors  of  the  ErilV  India  Company  thought  as  I  did»  and  took 
their  meafures  accordingly. 

Now,  Sir,  I  ihall  pafs  from  that  long,  awful,  and  folemn  fuf- 
pcncc  which  the  nation  laboured  under  ;   I  ftiall  pafs,  Sir,  with  the 
warmth  of  an  Englifliman  to  the  fccne  of  a6^ion-r-that  fccrtc  oi 
glory  to  the  Britifh  arms — that  fcene  of  confufion  and  difmay  to 
the  French— that  fcene  of  wonder  and  delight  to  the  unlettered  and 
paralifcd  Arab — that  fcene  of  aftonifhment  to  the  whole  world  !— 
Here,  Sir,  I  will  obfervc  on  the  immediate  confcqucnces  of   this 
viif^ory  as  they  ftrike  me  :  from  that  moment  the  King  of  Naples 
felt  eafy  on  his  Throne,  and  ccafed  to  temporife  with  the  Diredlory. 
The  cold  Ruffian  grew  warm  in  the  common  caufc  againft  the  com- 
mon enemy— the  proud  and  ftately  Porte  forgot  old^animofities— their 
mutual  jeajoufies  fubfided,  their  heart-burnings  ceafed-- they  ihook 
hands — ihc  tccfm  was  rung. — the  warwhoop  was  founded  through 
their  dirtant  regions  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning  and  the  tone  of 
thunder — znd  thoufands  of  armed  rhcn  ruflicd  forth,  panting  to 
cru(h  an  expedition  engendered  in  horrible,  diabolical  ambition,  con- 
certed and  carried  on  with  hypocrify  under  the  mafk  of  friendfhip, 
acScd  upon  with  extravagance  and  wildncfs  of  perfidy  unexampled 
in  the  annals  of  hiftory — unparalleled  (ince  the  creation  of  the  world. 
I  know  not  any  word  to  call  the  expedition  by — and  I  (hall  take  the  . 
liberty  to  Anglicize  ^y/oxd  of  their  own  for  that  purpofe ; — the  only 
one  I  think  which  can  nearly  reach  us  nature.      Sir,  I  call  it  the 
laft,  though  not  leaft,  monjirofuy  of  that  horrid^  unaccountable  ««/«- 
thomabU  Revolution. 

Sir,  I  feel  warm  on  the  fubjedl  o^  that  revoJutiGn,  and,  wxfhing 
to  fay  fomething  of  it — but.  Sir,  I  will  return  tp  the  point- before 
us. — Now,5ir,  I  humbly  pray  that  the  Almighty  may  go  forth  with 
the  combined  fleets  and  armies,  and  that  the  prsedatory  army  of 
Buor>aparte  (and  fuch  I  may  infer  they  are,  from  their  Gcnerars 
addrefs)  may  be  cut  in  pieces,  and  not  one  man  faved  to  tell  the 
tale  in  Paris  ;  that  the  armament  (of  tranf|X)rts)  may  be  wholly  dc- 
flroved,  and  that  there  be  not  a  wreck  left  behind. 

Sir,  I  have  ever  thought  and  faid  in  this  Houfe,  that  I  thought 
thisajuftand  neccilary  war — I  think  it  flill  juft  and  neceffary, 
more  than  ever — uj^on  that  point  I  agree  with  His  Majcfty's  Mi- 
nifters ;  and  I -alTurc  them,  that  xthcn  we  have  diii^greed  on  other 
points,  I  have  differed  from  confeienccfake.  My  feelings  arc  very 
\^  arm  on  the  fubjcct  before  us— and  I  have  gone  to  a  greater  length 
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I  intended  ;  aitd  I  Aank  the  Honfe  for  permitting  me  to  in* 
dulge  Aofe  feeling^  thus  far.  And,  Sir,  I  now  vote  mod  cordially 
for  your  leaving  the  chair. 

The  Hotife  then  refolved  itTdf  into  a  Committee,  Captain 
Berkeley  in  the  diair ;  and  His  Majefty's  meflage  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  was  fo  perTuaded  of  the  miant- 
ttious  fentiment  and  wi(h  of  the  Houfe  on  the  motion  he  flioold 
have  the  honour  to  make,  that  he  fhould  confider  it  impertinent  in 
him  to  detain  them  farther  on  the  fubjed ,  he  would  therefoie 
move,  *'  That  it  is  the  opinion  t>f  this  Committee^  tfiat  an  annuity 
'^>of  2000L  per  sinnum  be  payable  out  of  the  oonfolidated^fund, 
^<  00,  Rear  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon,  and  to  his  two  next  heirs  inherit* 
'*  ing  the  tide,  in  confideration  of  his  eminent  fervices,  purfuant  t6 
"  His  Majefty's  me(6ge." 

Honourable  GEORGE  WALPOLE  rofe  to  fecond  the  modon: 
He  Ui&  the  country  would  doubtlefs  think  with  him,  that  Lord 
Nelilbn  had  moft  juftly  deferved  this  remuneratioQ  for  his  fervices ;  at 
the  fame  time  he  did  not  fee  why  the  circumftance  of  his  cotnmand- 
ing  a  detachment  of,  the  fleet  only,  was  a  fufBcient  reafon  f6r  witln 
holding  fiom  htm  thcfe  ftill  ample  honours  which  His'  Maje(hr 
might  ortierwife  have  conferred  upon  him  ;  it  was,  in  fad:,  (^t^ 
that  not  the  merit  alone,  but  the  rank  of  the  perfbn,  was  to  appor- 
tion the  degree  of  honour  to  be  conferred. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  feid,  that  on  a  fubjeA  of  this  nature  h6 
was  unwilling  to  enter  into  any  matter  that  miglit  feem  Hke  a  dif^ 
ference  of  fentiment.  There  could  be  but  one  ofMnkNi  as  to  di^ 
franftiendent  merits  of  Lord  Nelfon  ;  and  he  was  furc  that  the  fen* 
timenta  of  poflerity refpefling  him  would  be,  not  according  to  the  rank 
Which  he  held  in  the  peerage,  bufthe  deeds  he  had  performed  ; 
and  he  trufted  that,  as  long  as  the  name  of  this  coutitry  endured,  the 
fkme  of  Nelfon  would  be  perpetuated ;  and  that  it  would  not  be  whe* 
Iher  the  tStlt  of  Baron,  Vifcount,  or  Earl,  Was  conferred  upon  him^ 
chat  would  make  any  diflerence  in.theo{4lfiionof  Europeorpofterity. 
He  muft  alfoobferve,  that  the  beftowment,  and  degree  of  rank  con* 
ferfed,  was  a  fubjed  that  did  not  come  within  the  cognizance  of 
that  Htidfb,  but  lay  entirely  in  the  breaft  of  him  who'  was  the 
ibuntain  of  honour. 

*  M  iht  fame  time,  if  his  opinion  was  alkcd  on  the  queftion  ab- 
ftradly  dififidered,  heniuft  differ  from  the  k>noufable  Genera),  if 
lid  lupfpoTod'  that  the  rank  which  a  meritorious  officer  held  iti  his 
praAffibA  Wsfs  not  to  be  taken  into  confideration,  when  honorat;^ 
tides  were  to  be  beftowed ,  he  rather  confidered  that  the  degree  oi 
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mcrft  ^d  the  degree  ofrank  wtrcto  be  iconjdtntlf  eonfidered.  He 
wouldy  however,  freely  confefs  that  no  honours  which  jt  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Crown  to  cbnfer,  could  add  any  thing  tothe'luftre 
whjch  ^rd  Nelfon  would  derive  from  his  own  tranfeendent  merits. 

The  refolution  was  then  put  and  carried  nem.  con. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  ord<5r  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe 
to  rcioLye  itfelf  into^  Committeey'toconfidcrof  a  motion  for  grant- 
ing a  fupply  to  His  Msijefty  ;  and  His  MajeAy's  gracious  fpeech  to 
Parliament  hai^ng  been  referred  to  the  (aid  Committee^  Mr.  Ho- 
bact  jn  the  chair,  ,     . 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  movcd^  thfit  it  he  the  opinion  of  the  Com* 
tnittee,  that  a  fupply  be  granted  to  His  Majefly  :  the  refolutioin  mis 
agreed  to,  and  the  Houfe  being  reiumcd,  the  refolution  was  repotted, 
and  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow.  ^ 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  wifhed  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  a 
fi^tjedl  of  conlidcrable  importance  to  the  revenue,  and  the  Northern 
part  of  the  ifland^  had  engaged  a  good  deal  of  their  attention  during 
the  lad  Parliament,  he  meant  the  Scotch  diftilleries.  The  Com- 
mitt^e  which  had  beeti  then  appointed,  had  made  confiderable  pro* 
grefs.  in  the  bufinefs  ; :  he  therefore  apprehended  that  it  could  not  be 
brought  to  a  more  profperous  conclufion  thaa  to  refer  it  to  the  fame 
Committee,  lie  Ibould  therefore  mdt^  for  the  re-appointment  of 
the  faid  Committee. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  agreed  with  the  honourable  Baronet ; 
^nd  as.it  was  a  fubjed  id  which  the  revenue  was  materially' con* 
cerped>  he  ipeant  that  it  (hould  be  brought ,  forward  at  an  early 
jR|>|)o'rtunity,  ... 

\  Mr.  WILBERFORCE  BIRD  took  notice  of  the  bill  which 
paflfed  lad  feflfion,  for  le^ltxing  the  itTue  of  country  fmall  notes. 
That  was  an  adt  profeiTedly  of  a  temporary  nature,  pafled  in  a  time 
of  public  didrefe,  and  whUft  the  Bank  was  (hut ;  as  the  a<£)  had 
been  found  falutary,  and  the  reftridion  on  the  Bank  (till  conunued» 
he  hoped  that  liberty  would  be  granted  for  continuing  the  iifuiog 
of  notes  under  20s.  It  was  of  great  importance  to  the  public  to 
have^an  extenfion  o£  the  circulating  medium;  but  he  knew  hot 
whether  the  iiTue  of  a  new  iilver  coinage  had  t}een  agreed  on  :  if 
aflfured  th^t  that  was  likely  to  take  place  foon,  he  (hould  wave  his 
intended  motion  ;  but  if  a  new  coinage  of  iilver  was  not  allpwed».  if 
would  prove  a  very  great  inconvenience  to  traders  and  t^niifac* 
turers,  if  notes  under  20s.  were  not  allowed  in  thecoantiy^'; 
•  The  ad  of  laft  felfion  having  been  read  by  the  clerl^,  |4r*  3urd 
then  moved  (or  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  oontinue  and.aisH^jKt.^ 
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Mr*  Chancellor  PITT  was  glad  this  modon  was^  not  made' 
urithout  fome  previous  notice,  as  it  militated,  in  fome  mcefure; 
againft  the  eftabliihed  cufiom  of  the  country.  It  was  true,  ,die  Ve- 
firidion  on  the  Bank  ftill  continued,  but  the  cmbarraflfment  which* 
occafioned  that  reftri61ion  was  not.  now  the  fame,  nor  was  thd'cmu- 
larion  in  the  countr|r  more  cmbarraifed  now  than  formerly.  '  As, 
therefore,  the  country  was  not  now  labouriilg  under  thofe  temporary 
prcAirres  which  firft  occaficmed  the  ad,  the  fubjefl  of  the  motion' 
became  a  confideration  of  more  general  policy.  As  to  the  lilver 
coinage,  if  there,  were  a  preifing  demand,  it  wciild,  indeed,  be  M 
wrong  caufe  for  delaying  it  on  account  of  any  propofed  alteration  of - 
the  ornamental  part  of  it,  to  which  the  honourable  Member  had* 
allud^  ;  but  a  new  filver  coinage  of  a  different  fiandard  was  » 
matter  of  greater .  confeiquence,  and  required  mature  deliberatSon. 
He  trufted,  however,  that  this  fufpence  would  not  continue  much 
longer,  and  that  when  the  fcheme  could  be  properly  matured,  it 
would  be  found  beneficial  to  the  community. 

Mr.  BIRD  fiated,  it  was  not  his  idea  that  if  this  z&  was  not 
imewed,  that  the  country  would  relapfe  into  the  fame  diffictdties  as 
formerly.  He  then  moved  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
explain  and  amend  the  z6t  of  lad  feffion  for  permifTion  to  iflfue  in 
the  country'  fmall  notes,  of  value  under  208.  Leave  was  given, 
and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  prepared  and  brought  in  accordingly. 

1 

Saturday^  NffUimher  24. 

The  report  of  the  Committee,,  to  whom  His  Majcfty*s  mefTage 
refpefling  Lord  Nclfon  had  been  referred,  was  brought  up  by  tnc 
honourable  Captain  Berkeley.  It  (tated  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  the . 
Committee,  that  a  clear  yearly  fum  of  200 ol.  fhould  be  granted  to 
His  Majedy  out  of  the  confolidated  fund,  from  the  firft  of  Auguft 
1798,  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  fettle  the  &me  in  the  moft  behcfi- 
clal  manner  for  the  ufe  of  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon,  and  the  two  next 
fucceeding  heirs  on  whom  the  title  (hall  defcend. 

Mr.  ROSE  then  moved  for  an  account  of  the  navy  and  army 
^ftimates,  &c.  when  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday^  November  26. 

Mr.  W.  DUNDAS,  purfuant  to  hotice,  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  give  power  to  the  Bank  of  Scotland  to  liTue  fmall 
notes.  The  claufes  which  he  intended  to  introduce  into  this  bill 
would  be  in  fome  refpeSs  different  from  thofe  of  the  former*  iriU. 
He  then  moved,  that  the  former  ad  be  read,  which  being  done,  he 
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moved,  ihat  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  tiU  totcontioue  tbo  fiifat  aft 
i^yr  a  dme  to  be  Umited.  ,  ,r 

Mr«  TI£&N£Y  gs^ve  notice  of  a  tnoHoQ^  which  iBvas,  in  hif 
opinion^  be  bid,  of  confsdenible  importance.  It.  was  bis  duly  to 
move  it ;  in  doing  jb  he  begged  to  be  w)ilcrftood  asa^lic^  ae  an  io^ 
dividual  tpierely,  and  not  on  ^he  fuggefiion  of  any  other  :per(bn.  Hs 
A¥w4d  therefore,  without  farther  prefaee^  fay,  .that  on  Ifriday  tiest 
be  (bottld  move  the  Houfe  to  this  cSkA  :— <<  That  it  it  the  dutg^ 
of  His  Majefiy's  Minifiers  not  to  enter  ifi|tQ  any  eQgagementv  tbaf 
may  prey ent  or  impede  any  nqgotiation  |oc.  peace,  whenever  theie 
<haU  appear  a  difpofition  on  the  pact  of  Fraope,  to  airoBde  to  tenns 
of  peace  that  may  be  confident  with  the  ioterefi  ai^d  the  honour  of 
tfie  Britifli  Nation-" 

A6cr  a  few  njrords  from  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  no  the  ifUMViiieH 
nienee  of  letting  the  matter  fiand  for  .that  day,  on  accpimt  of  fome 
buGiw&;of  iioanqe,  ^hich,  he  trufted,  would  be  feady  for  the  |Iou$t 
at  that  time,  the  day  was  altered  for  this  flootioii  Iqr  Tbttiiid9y 
fe'nnigbt. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  lefolve  i^f  intp.i^  GeoM 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  a  fop|dy  to  be  granted  its^ 
His  Maje^,  beii^  cead,  the  Hqufe  rdblved  itfelf  aocordtogly. 

Lord  ARD£N  moved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  ComnMttee, 
that  izo^oQo  feamen  be  employed  for  the  fea  feryice,  for  the  ysv 
1799,  including  20,000  marines. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,' that  confidering  the  diftiefled 
iituation  of  thisxountcy  in  point  of  finance,  and  the  diftrefled  con* 
ditjon  of  the  enemy's  niarine  force,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  number  of  feamen  now  propofed  was  much  larger  than  was  ne* 
cei&ry  under  all  the  circumAances ;  1 20,000  feamen !  Why, 
1 16,900  hi^d  been  deemed  fufiicient  ^t  the  conclufion  of  the  Ame4 
rican  war,  when  the  united  force  of  Fiance,  Spain,  and  Holland, 
was  no  Icfs  than  140  (hips  of  the  line.  Under  thefe  eircum(fances 
he  could  pot  help  confidering  the  propofed  vote  a  great  expenceand 
profufi^n  that  could  be  avoided. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fpoke  nearly  as  follows :— I  (hall  not. 
Sir,  nor  indeed  will  it  be  neceflary  for  me  to  take  up  much  of  the 
time  of  the  Committee.  The  honourable  JBanmet  objects  to  the 
vole  of  fo  laige  a  force  as  120,000  men  ;  he  thinks  it  would  be 
more  advifeable  for  us  not  td  have  inch,  a  number,  but  Jie  has  af- 
figned  no  reafon  for  his  objefiion,  except  that  x  10,000  men  wac 
deemed  fufficient,  as  he  calls  it,  at  the  end  of  the  American  was* 
whet)  the  navie&of  Spain,  Holland,  and  Fiance,  were  united  ^gaioft 
us.    -Perhaps,  Sic,  x  1.0,000  men  were  as  much  as  the  C9untry 
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coidd  Aofi  fi%9^';  bol  hf  the  inernfe  of  out^  corometce  fince  that 
war,  wc  have  ptfiipd  pur  imtitimc  flraigth  la  tfaat  unparalkled  e3&^ 
icRt^  to  ^icb  we  a«e  indthfecd  for  all  the  udpaiilldcd  advantages 
and  fiipciiofily  which  we  WBn^'tmjoff.  WIU  the  honourable  Baitv 
netlell  mp  ^t  lio^boo  imh  were  foiBciem  at  the  period  he 
tpisikB  of,  whcYH  inflmi  of  blocking  up  the  ports  of  all  yoar  ene-' 
wim,  inftead  of  having  every  foreign  ftation  properly  fupplied,  and 
your  ooinmcffQe  regularly  and  eflie6lually  proce&ed^  inftead  of  hav- 
ing evei;y  odkev  quarter  of  the  globe  the  foene  of  your  viflorics  and 
yoiir  tsiuqiphe,  yiba  had  the  qiiafortune  aS  feeing  your  navy  eveiy 
where  qifoctov  in  point  of  number?  Will  he  tell  me  that 
iittyooa  men  were  fu^kicnt  at  diat  period,  when  the  gallantly 
and  dull  of  your  feuma  oouU  only  refcoe  you  6om  great  calamities 
a(id  daag^rB,  in&ead  of  ceadiaAing  you  to  that  unequalled  pnB-eibi- 
penoe,  ijplei^dour,  and  gtofy,  whidi  you  now  pofieis?  Does  hd 
^^iflk  the  Houfe,  ftoni  principles  of  coonomy,  to  renounce  thofe  ad-» 
yaMges,  to  give  up  thofe  tleifings^  in  ocder  to.  thmw  us  back  to 
Aa^Gm^  of  diffieulQr  from  which  we  weoe  oKtricated  only  by  the 
(uparior  Qondo6t  and  valour  of  oar  navy  ?  If  die  honourable  Baro- 
net had  any  reafon  to  thiidL  that  1 1 0^000  msa  would  be^ufficient; 
he  oug^  toh^ve  found  fomethiog  better  than  fuch  general  funnHcs 
^  .that  in  a  formor  period  we  had  a  lefs  number  than  we  now  pro- 
pofe.ip  votfiy  and  that  we  have  lately  been  bleflfed  with  figtial'ad-« 
wuitagps.  Sir,  inftead  of  kffisning  our  mrtions,  and  diminifliing 
our  oaeansy  a  wife  man,  I  think,  would  prefer  following  up  and 
iflquovtqg  thofe  advantages  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  enaUe  yoo  to 
wait  till  fuch  overtures  are  made  by  the  enemy  as  may  make  y^ 
fod  that  a  compliance  with  diem  will  be  confident  with  your  ofsHk 
iecuxity  and  honour,  and  widi  your  ideas  of  the  (ituation  in  which 
(udi  overtures  will  leave  other  countries.  This  is  wi^it  a  wife  man 
will  advife.  From  a  oombination  of  circumftances,  we  were  threat^- 
ened  wkb  great  and  various  eahmities ;  fimrtunalely  we  have  turned 
them  So  the  confoion.and  difmay  of  oiv  enemies.  Is  that  the  mo« 
ment  when  you  ihouU  flop  fliort  i  Is  it  not  rather  the  moment 
which  (hould  give  you  w^*founded  expedlations,  that  if  the  advan- 
tages you  have  gained  be  followed  up,  and  improved  by  fuitable  ex- 
ertions on  the  part  of  other  powers,  they  wiD,  to  ofe  the  wordsiof 
His  Ma^efty's  fpeech,  <<  lead  to  the  general  deliverance  of  Europe  ?'^ 
t>oes  it  become  us,  fiom  regardso  9ur  own  fiifety— >is  k  confiftent 
with  our  eham£ler  and  honour,  t»  renounce  the  ehance  of  becondng 
the  deUveren^  of  other  independent  nations  ?  Bufiy  Sir,  I  expeded 
to  hear  from  the  honourable  Baronet  which  of  the  fervices  of  the 
navy  he  would  defire  to  difpenfe  with.     Does  he  wiih  us,  becaiife ' 
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ire  have  almofihinnliiHflte^  the  navjrof  Frandit  ih  the  Medi^rhineany 
V^hich  (he  had  by  eiccvfions  and  perfsvennoe  revtvedi  after  ^iie  4if- 
a(lers  experienced  at 'Toulon,  does  faeylfay,  wi(h  usi  to  abdicate 
the  Mediterranean,  and  renounce  all  the  political  and 'comfiereial 
benefits  that  are  likely  to  refult  from^uF  vidory  ?  Does  he  wiOi 
that^  with  refpcA  to  otufelves,  we  iUoukl  only  retain  the  glory  of 
our  triuipph,  which  no  impolicy  and  negligenceof  ours  can  bury  in 
oblition  ?  Docs  he  defire  us  to  forego  all  its  advantages,  and  to 
give  up  all  its  benefits  f  Dues  he  defire  us^tcrhoid  out  to  the  Porte, 
when  it  has  juft  roufcd  firoro  that  apathy  in  which  too  many  of  the 
powers  of  Europe  have  been  lulled,  that  we  mean  to  difeouiagp  that 
leturiiing  vigour }  Does  he  wifb  that  the  King  of  Na[to,  who 
feels  that  he  owes  his  crown,  hisiiscurity,  and  bis  life,  to  our  na- 
val exertidns,  fhould  find  that  the  ihoA  important  advantages  wotdd 
X^iAi  from  the  exertions  of  the  Britiffh  navy,  but  tlmt  they  are.  to  be" 
chilled  by  the  cold  economy  (rf^  .Brilaih  counfels  ?  Does  he  mtb, 
when  we  have:  eftabliibed  our  naval  pke-cminence  from  CoofiantU 
90ple  to  Gibraltar,  when  every  commercial  and  political  advantage 
ia  awakihg  to  us,  that  we  ihould  abandon  that  <pne-eminence,  and 
give  up  thofe  advantages }  I  believe.  Sir,  he  will  not  wifli  it. 
Ixxk  nearer  home  :  We  find  the  navies:  of  Spain,  of  France,  of 
Holland,  blocked  up.  We  find  {l^adrons  of  our  ihips  watching 
the  ports  of  Cadiz,'  Bieft,  and  the  Texel,  and  the  fmaUer  poets:  in 
^e  intermediate  fpace  between  thofe  lacge  ones.  Does  he  wifli  us 
to  ireleafe  the  remnant  of  the  navy  of  the  enemy  from  the  captivity 
in  which  they  are  held  in  their  own  harbours  ?  It  may  be  a  mag- 
nificent idea  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  coming  out  and^  fighting 
MS ;  and  though  I  ihould  have  no  doubt  what  wduld  be  the  event, 
yet  it  will  hardly  be  the  opinion  of  any  wife  man  that  we  (hould 
abandon  the  coads  of  the  enemy,  and  leave  thofe  fleets  which  axe 
npw  pouring,  from  month  to  month,  their  treafures  into  our  ports ; 
that  we  (hould  leave  them,  I  fay,  expofcd  to  that  piratical  war  which 
the  enemy  would  carry  on  againft  them.  We  are  not  then,  to  with* 
draw  from  the  blockade  of  our  enemy's  harbours. . '  We  are  not  to 
withdraw  thofe  fquadrons  which  afford  now  fuch  fure  protefiion  to 
our  trade.  Where  then  are  we  to  look  r  Is  it  to  our  diftant  pof- 
feffions  ?  After  we  have  feen  that  the  conduft  of  Government, 
however  a£live,  the  vigilance  and  valour  of  the  navy,  however  great, 
cannot  always  prevent  attack  ;  after  we  have  feen  this,  does  he 
wiOi  that  if  any  expedition  (hould  be.  able  ^to  effect  its  paflfage  o 
the  Eaft  Indies,  it  (hould  find  us  there  naked  and  unproteded  ? 
Have  the  events  of  the  prefent  year  induced  any  one  to  wi(h  that 
our  force  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  in  the  EaA  Indies  had 
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been  liefs  than  it  is?  Look, to  the  Weft  Indie9'«*-wheni  by  the 
chance  of  a  windyfix  or  eight  fail  of  the  line  might  fteal  out  of  the 
enemy's  ports,  does  he  'd^re  that  Jamaica,  or  any  of  out  other  ^ 
\/V^eft-India  poiTeffions,  (horid  be  left  expofed  tp  attack,  inftead  of 
having  a  ftationary  force  kept  there  ?  Look  at  home.  Is  it  in  the 
Channel,  or  off  Cape  Clear  ?  Is  it  on  the  South  or  the  North  of 
Ireland  that  he  wilhes  to  curtail  and  reduce  our  fbice,  in  order,  fiom 
a  ftretch  of  generofity,  to  put  the  enemy  more  on  an  equality  with 
us?  If,  running  thitooghall  thefe  fiacions,  we  fee  reafon  to  re- 
joice at  the  fufficiency  of  our  force,  where  is  it  that  he  wiflies  for  a 
redudion  of  it  ?  Unlefs,  Sir,  on  a  deliberate  view,  he  proves,  that 
our  fleets  ei^ged  in  -the  bk)ckade  of  France,  of  Spain,  and  of 
Holland,  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  in  the  Weft, 
in  the  protedion  of  our  trade  off  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  in  main- 
taining our  fuperiority  in  the  Channel,  do  not.furnifti  fufficient  room 
for  the  diflribution  of  our  navy,  manned  by  120,000  feamen;  im- 
Icfs  he  proves  this,  I  think,  that  neither  on  this  day,  nor  on  the 
receiving  of  the  report,  will  he  find  one  man  to  fecond  and  fop- 
port,  him. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  coincided  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Pitt :  warmly^ 
attached  to  a  fyflem  of  economy  as  he  .was,  fo' warmly,  that  he  dtf* 
liked  to  hear  it  at  any  time,  ftigmatized  by  the!  name  of  cold  eco- 
nomy, yet  this  was  a  particular  fervice,  which  he  voted  with  plea- 
fure,  btoiufe  it  was  moft  congenial  to  Brififii  feelings.  The  nutv- 
bsr  propofed  to  be  voted  was  that  which  he  concaved  to  be  neoe£- 
fary.  On  thefe  grotinds,  therefore,  he  fbould  accede  to  the  motion ; 
he  (hou)d  aoeede  to  it'  with  pkafore  on  another  ground,  which  was, 
tkat  that  branch  of  the  fervice  had  been  conducted  in  a  manner 
which. deferved  the  confidence  of  the' country. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  he  had  heard  a  very  capital 
fpeech,  but  he  had  not  heard  any  thing  that  made  him  alter  his  ojh* 
nion  upon  the  fubjedt.  •  He  would  confider  on  it  farther,  and  fay 
nothing  more  at  preient. 

The  motion  for  120,000  feamen,  including  20,000  marines, 
was  now  put  and  carried. 

.  The  following  fums  wcro  voted : — 
..  ,2|S86,oool.  for  the  pay  of  the  feamen,  at  the  rate  of  iL  ij%, 
per  man  per  month  for  thirtten  months. 
.      2,<^64,oool.  for  vii^ualling  the  fame  for  thirteen  months. 

4,650,0001.  fcrthe>vGar>and  tear  of  (hips.  /^ 

390,0001.  for  naval  ordnance*  , 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 
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Mn  ClukiiB«Hor  PltT  titikxwi.  Hat  he  Ind  aliadir  gbrw  06- 
tice  of  an  important  fimuidal  mcaAitd  MMi  he  tiitani  to  |Mpdfe 
on  Monday  nexl! ;  and  he  now  wiflied  10  ipjprifr  the  Hdnfey  tfut 
on  this  day  ibrtni^t  he  woyld  iuMft  to  Aem  the  Wiys  and  Means 
l0r:ihe  eefuifig  yekr. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  wifhed  to  be  ihibnnod  of  the  parport  of  the 
flwifart  which  the  right  hoooorable  geotlanan  hid  to  prapofe  on 
ttiia  day  fe'nnigbt. 

Mr*  ChkKreiior  PITT  replkd,  that  the  bendiu  of  the  meafaro 
adopted  lad  feffion  fiir  ratiing  a  oonfiderable  portion  of  the  luppBtj 
within  the  year,  hid  proved  thefllfeWei  and  been  fctt  lb  advalM- 
geous^  that  he  oould  not  anticipate  a<iy  change  in  the  tfifpofitlcii  ef 
the  Hoofe  to  porfoe  the  fiime  plan  at  prefent.  It  had  btely  leoetvod 
the  approbation  and  fanfiion  of  a  meeting  esoeeedin^  well  quafifiad 
to  judge  of  its  eflbda,  and  the  meafure  which  he  meant  to  fatawit  * 
to  them  on  Monday  next»  wotdd  follow  the  (ame  principle,  but  in 
a  mode  more  produAm  and  infinitely  lefii  ofajeAionaUe*  Hafl^g 
no  reafon  to  apprehend  dnt  the  Houfe  woold  alter  its  foniiev  c|p^ 
nion,  he  conceived  that  the  whole  diflkulty  would  reft  upon  tbc 
detaila  of  the  plan,  and  the  neoeflkry  alterations  in  what  they  had 
before  adopted.  Hie  intention  theicfeit  Uras,  immedaflitely  after 
opening  the  fubjed,  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  fill  up  the  Uarfie  hi  a 
Committee,  which  he  would  propofe  to  fit  on  Friday  fe'nfii^it, 
when  die  blanks  would  be  filled  op,  and  gentoncn  would  htfc 
die  opportunity  of  difcuflfulg  die  principle  on  the  qoeftien  fir  tfle 
Spesdcer's  leaving  the  chair,  on  the  motion  fix*  its  reeommttnent^n 
Friday  fe'nnight,.  after  haeir^  it  piinied.  As  he  flattersd  Idttifelf 
that  the  principle  would  not  be  objeAed  to,  he  expoAid  thM  the 
bill  would  go  through  all  the  fiagf^s  in  die  oouiiirof  die  wedk^ 

T^e  honourable  Capt.  BERKELEY  moved  thfe  fiscMd  leadiifcf 
tttt  bill  for  fetding  and  ftcuring  an  annuity  (^  ttro  thodand  pobnds 
on  Admiral  Lord  Nclfon,  and  the  two  neiet  heirs  hi  fucccffioo  to 
whom  the  dde  ihall  defcend,  in  conlideriition  of  the  eminent  ier« 
trices  rendered  by  him  to  Ris  Majefty  and  die  public ;  which  bill 
was  fead  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  in  which  it  had  been  voted  that  iao,oo6  menbe  em- 
ployed for  the  navy  fervice  for  the  year  17991  includb^  2o>ooo 
marines. 
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The  fcvcral  refolutions  were  read  a  firft  tiipe,.  and  on  their  fc- 
cond  reading  granting,  1 20,000  men  for  tKc  navy  fervice, 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  rofc,^  and  fpoke  to  the  following 
cBeA  : — After  ferioufly  deliberating  on  the  important  fubjeA  that 
is  now  before  us,  whether  we  ought  or  ought  not  to  agree  to  the  re- 
folutioh  reported  from  the  Committee,  by  which  it  is  propofed  to 
employ  fo  laige  a  force  as  1 20,000  feamen  for  the  fervice  of  the 
cnfuing  year,  I  have  no  heiitation  in  declaring  my  full  convidion^ 
that  the  number  propofed  ought  to  be  confiderably  dimini(hed,  and 
chat  110,000  is  the  utmoft  extent  to  which  we  can  pofTibly  go, 
ivith  any  attention  to  propriety  ;  for  whether  we  Confidcr  the  dc- 
prefled  and  ruined  ftate  of  the  navy  of  the  enemy  ;  the  fkill,  the 
ipirit,  and  the  gallantry  which  have  been  uniformly  difplayed  b)r 
our  own  feamen,  and  which  unquefHonably  render  a  confiderable 
force  left  neccffary  than  would  other  wife  be  ihe  cafe  ;  the  afliftance 
that  we  are  likely  to  receive  from  Ruffian,  from  Turkifti,  from 
Portuguefe,  and  from  Neapolitan  auxiliaries,  not  forgetting  the  new 
maritime  power  that  is  rifing  in  America  ;  the  aid  which  it  is  ru- 
moured we  are  to  obtain  from  the  fleets  of  Sweden  and  of  Denmark  ; 
and  above  all,  when  we  confider  the  (ituation  of  our  finances,  which 
renders  economy  indifpenfably  neceflary,  not  .that  r«A/ economy,  as  it 
has  heen  juftly  called,  which  means  nothing,  but  a  bold,  an  a61ive, 
and  a  vigorous  fpirit  of  retrenchment,  extending  ovbr  all  the  de- 
partmentis  of  the'  Aate — in  all  thefe  various  points  of  vie^,  an^  in 
other  refpefts  which  I  (hall  by  and  by  take  the  liberty  of  ftating,  %, 
confider  the  refotution  of  the  Committee,  for  employing  fuch  a  num- 
ber zt  1 20,000  feamen,  as,  in  the  higheft  degree,*  exceptionable, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  prove  it  to  the  fatisfa£lion 
of  the  Houfe  and  of  the  Public. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  the  dSfcuflion  of  the  fubjeft  mpre  imme- 
diately under  our  confideration,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  advert  to  a 
point,  which  was  urged  with  much  force  and  ability  in  a  very  ahid 
and  eloquent  harangue  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppo- 
fite  to  me  (Mr.  Pitt)  in  the  debate  of  yefterday,  and  which  fecmcd 
to  make  a  confiderable  impreffion  on  the  Houfe.  The  right  ho- 
noura^bjip  gentleman  enumerated,  with  much  diilindlncfs  and  preci- 
sion, the  various  feryices  to  which  our  naval  force  was  applicable, 
and  demanded,  with  fome  degree  of  exultation  and  triumph,  whe- 
ther* I  would  point  out  any  fervice  where  an  abatement  was  admif* 
fible  ?  For  my  part,  Sir,  I  had  no  particular  knowledge,  at  that 
time,  what  the  diflribution  of  our  naval  force  was^  and  how  far  it 
was  exceptionable  or  otherwife  :  but  I  took  the  earlied  poffible  op- 
portunity of  endeavouring  to  procure  any  information  I  could  obtain 
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on  the  fubjedly  and  with  that  view  fent  for  a  publication,  called 
Steel's  Navy  Lift,  which  is  fuppofed  to  date  h&s  with  fufEcicnt 
accuracy  for,  at  lead,  the  purpofes  of  debate.  On  examining  that 
Lift,  I  muA  confefs)  Sir,  that  I  rejoiced  at  the  accidental  difcuffion 
that  had  come  forward  yefterday,  for  I  law  there  a  ftatement  of  the 
amount  of  the  Britifti  navy,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  diftri- 
buted,  which  I  truft  will  as  much  aftonifli  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  as  it  did  me.  From  that  Aatement  it  appears,  that  we 
have  in  commiffion  143  (ail  of  the  line^  of  thefe  there  a^  only 
85  in  adlual  fervice  :  of  the  remainder,  there  are  28  fitting  out 
in  our  different  liarbQurs,  and  no  lefs  a  number  than  30  fail  of  the 
line  ading  as  guardfhips,  or  in  (imilar  (ituations,  not  forgetting  re- 
caving  (hips;  all  of  them  completely  debarred  from  aflive  cnyploy- 
ment.  No  wonder  then  that  we  want  1 20,000  feamen,  (I  am  afto- 
ni(hed  that  fo  few  is  fufficient,)  when  we  have  fuch  a  number  as  37 
fail  of  the  line  lying  rotrfng  in  our  harbours.  This  is  a  fubjed  well 
entitled  to  the  fcrious  confideration  of  the  Houfe  ;  and,  in  the  in* 
vcftigation  of  ^hich,  we  muft  all  feel  ourfelves  equally  interefted. 

I  muft  alfo,  Sir,  beg  leave  to  take  notice  of  a  circum(tance  of 
an  hiftorical  nature,  intimately  conneded  with  the  queftipn  now 
before  us.  I  am  reproached.  Sir,  with  entertaining,  upon  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  a  peculiar,  and,  indeed,  (ingular  opinion,  as  if  no  man 
but  myfelf  coidd  ever  think  of  fo  abfurd  a  propolition,  as  that 
1 10,000  feamen  might  be  fudicient  for  the  public  fervice  in  fuch 
times  as  thefe.  Let  us  fee,  Sir,  how  the  matter  really  ftands.  I 
find,  that  about  1 2  months  ago,  on  the  1 5th  November,  1797,  the 
fame  noble  Lo/d  (Irord  Arden}  moved  the  number  of  only  1 1 0,000 
feamen  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1798^  It  was  oppofed  by  an 
honourable  and  refpeflable  Member,  (Mr.  "HufTey),  who  urged 
the  neceflfity  of  an  additional  10,000  ;  but  the  original  motion,  be- 
ing fupported  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  was  then 
a  friend  to  what  he  called  praAical  ecohomy,  was  carried.  The 
next  day  the  honourable^gentleman  returned  to  the  chai^,  and  ac- 
tlially  moved^  on  the  report,  that  the  number  (hould  be  increafed  to 
1 20,000.  But  fo  fully  fatlsfied  at  that  time  was  every  individual 
in  the  Houfe,  that  1 10,000  was  perfedly  (bfficient,  that  he  could 
not  find  a  (ingle  man  to  fecond  him  :  and  if  a  diviGon  had  taken 
place,  I  had  refolved  to  vote  againft  the  amendment,  and  with  the 
Mini(tcr.  Some  circumftances,  however,  led  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  alter  his  opinion.  On  the  23d  of  April 
laft,  Ian  additional  number  of  10,000  feamen  was  accordingly 
moved  for,  and  the  Houfe,  in(luenced  by  his  authority,  acquiefced 
in  the  propofaL    I  do  not  arife,  therefore,  to  fupport  a  (ingular  opi« 
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nion  on  the  prefent  occafion^  but  to  maintain  what  is  th^  recorded 
unanimous  xfifolution  of  the  Houfe  upon  tlurfubjedl  twelve  months 
agOj  ^ith  the  exception  of  only  one  individual,  and  a  refolution, 
which,  fo  £ir  as  I  can  judgip,  ought  fiill  to  have  remained  un- 
sdtered. 

I  ihall  now  proceed  to  confider  the  genera]  queftion,  whether 
it  is  wife  and  politic  to  employ  fo  large  a  force  as  1 20,000  feamen 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year. 

There  are  many  Members  of  this  Houfe  who  mud  recolle6l  the. 
conclulion  of  the  American  war,  when  we  had,  as  we  have  novnf, 
the  navies  of  France,  of  Spain,  and  of  Holland,  to  contend  with, 
whofe  united  flrength  was  eAimated  at  140  fail  of  the  line;  yet 
we  then  only  voted  I'l  0,000  feamen,  and  a  great  exertion  it  was 
reckoned.     The  limited  navy  of  the  enemy  cannot  now  be  dated 
at  more  than  7  o  fail  of  the  line,  or  half  the  number  it  was  in  1 7  8  2. 
Ify  therefore,  we  were  to  obferve  the  fame  proportion  betvfeen  the 
number  of  feamen  we  vote  and  the  ftrength  oT  the  enemy,  the  noble 
Lord  ought  not  to  have  propofed  above  55,000  feamen.     Can  it 
then  be  ferioufly  queftioncd,  whether  double  that  number,  namely^ 
1 1  c,o 00  would  not,  with  any  tolerable  management,  be  found 
more  than  fully  adequate  to  the  fervice  of  the  nation  ;  and  that  the 
remaining  10,000  can  only  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  ufelefs  parade, 
or  of  idle  profufion  ?     The  faving  will  amount  to  about  a  million:, 
a  fum  of  confiderable  confequence  in  the  prefent  deranged  ftate  of 
our  finances.     It  will  alfo  be  attended  with  this  additional  advan- 
tage, that  if  we  begin  with  economifing  in  this  our  favourite  fer- 
vice, it  will  be  a  proper  and  natural  prelude  to  other  important 
favings,  to  which  no  other  branch  of  the  public  expenditure  can 
venture  to  objed.  .  , 

.  That  the  fubjefl",  however,  n?ay  be  more  fully  difcufled,  let  us 
confider  the  effedl  of  the  propofed  redudion,  on  the  three  fuppofi- 
tions,  that  a  peace  is  to  be  concluded  within  twelve  months,  or, 
that  the  war  between  France  and  us  alone  is  to  be  perfevered  In 
for  fome  years  longer,  or  that  a  general  war  is  again  to  take  place 
on  the  Continent  ?  In  every  one  of  thefe  cafes,  I  contend,  that 
the  reduAion  of  our  feamen  to  1 10,000  men,  and  of  our  other 
eftablifhments  in  proportion,  is  a  wife  and  politic  meafure. 

We  fhall  fuppofe.  Sir,  that  we  have  at  prefent  in  our  pay 
iao,ooo  feamen  and  400,000  foldiers,  and  that  we  (hall  reduce 
our  e(labli(hment$,  when  peace  is  happily  reAored,  to  30,000  fea- 
men and  50,000  foldiers;  it  is  evident,  therefore,  that,  fooneror 
later,  we  muft  difcharge  90,000  feamen  and  350,000  foldiers. 
Allow  jpe  then  to  afk,  whether  it  would  not  be  more  prudent  to 
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difcbargc  a  certain  number  of  fo  enormous  a  mafs,  from  time  to 
time,  as  might  be  done  confiftently  with  the  public  fafety  and  in- 
tcrefts,  rather  .than  to  difipifs  the  whole  at  once.  By  a  gradual 
rcduflion  of  our  navy  and  army,  thofc  who  larc  difcharged  may 
fine)  employment;  whereas  if  we  diftnifs  fuch  a  multitude  as 
44.0,000  feamen  and  foldiers  at  once,  How  can  .they  polTibly  find, 
on  the  fpur  of  the  occafion,  the  means  of  fub(i(lence  ?  Many  of 
theni  mud  take  to  depredation  and  plunder,  and  our  jails  will  be  « 
filled  with  thofe  who  have  fought  and  bled  in  the  fervicc  of  their 
country)  and  who  have  partaken  in  all  our  vldo^ies. 

Bcfides,  Sir,  I  haye  reafon  to  know,  from  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  that  labourers  are  almod  univerfally  wanted,  both  fur 
agriculture  and  commercial  purpofes.  Ts  it  not  therefore  defirable, 
that  any  unneceflary  number  of  hands  which  we  may  liappcn  to 
have  in  our  navy  and  army,  (hould  be  immediately  difmifTed  i 
Whilft  we  are  carrying  on  a  bloody  and  expeniivc  war,  Jet  us  not 
forget  the  indudry  and  arts  of  peace,  and  let  us  permit  as  maf\y 
Britifh  fubjedls  as  poflible  to  be  employed  in  all  the  various  occu- 
pations which  are  fo  eflcntial  for  our  comfort  and  fubfiftcncc. 
'  ,  On  thefc  grounds,  I  am  decidedly  for  a  reduAion,  on  the  fuppo- 
fition  that  a  peace  is  likely  to  take  place  withjn  twelve  months. 
'  But  let  us  take  another  alternative  under  our  confideration, 
jpamcly,  that  wc  are  to  carry  on  the  war,  on  our  own  bottom,  for 
(bme  years  longer  ;  in  that  cafe  an  economical  redudion  is  f^ill 
more  ncccffarv. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  rcfourccs  of  a  nation,  whether  they 
arife  from  credit  or  from  taxation,  are  bounded,  and  that  no  prudent 
Government  will  run  the  rifk  of  exhaufting  them  to  the  laft  drop. 
We  ought  to  remember  that  celebrated  maxim  in  politics  "  Coven- 
*'  dum  ejl  ne  exbaujh  arar'io  repent  itia  calami  t  ate  ref public  a  deferaiun" 
Let  us  take  care,  that  the  nation  is  not  overrun  with  fomc  fuddcn 
calamity  from  an  exhaufted  Exchequer.  It  is  a  maxim  fo  full  of 
policy  and  wifdom,  that  I  wifh  it  were  engraved  in  fomc  confpicu- 
bus  part  of  tlie  Houfc,  where  it  might  attra6\  the  notice  of  every 
Member  in  it,  but  more  efpccially  of  the  Chairmen  of  our  Com- 
mittees of  Supply,  and  of  the  Mini  tiers  of  our  Finances. 

Let  us  fuppofe,  however,  that  wc  have  iViIl.a  refcrve  of  60  mil- 
lions to  be  .expended  in  war.  The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
w^hofe  propofcd  war  expenditure  is  at  Icaft  30  millions  per  annum, 
would  wafte  the  whole  in  two  years  ;  whereas  by  reducing  our  efta- 
bliiliment  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  20  millions,  we  may  carry  on 
the  war  for  three  yenrs,  without  being  more  exhaufted,  and,  in  all 
"obability,  if  properly  conduced,  with  equal  fucccfs.     Indeed  my 
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wi(h  would  be,  to  fee  our  e(labli(hments  formed  on  fo  moderate  a 
fcale,  that  we  might  carry  on  the  war  for  years,  without  the  riik 
of  financial  embarraflments.  In  that  cafe,  we  might  be  fure  of 
ultimately  terminating  the  war,  on  terms  perfc^ly  confiftent  with 
the  fafety  and  interefts  of  the  country,  the  only  terms  that  (hall 
ever  meet  with  my  approbation. 

Let  us  next  confider  the  queition,  on  the  fuppofition,  that  the 
continental  war  is  to  be  renewed  :  in  that  cafe,  furcly  there  can  be 
no  occafion  for  fuch  cxpcnfive  e(labli(hments^  The  French,  in- 
ftead  of  moleiling  us,  will  have  their  attention  fufficiently  occupied 
with  attacking  their'enemies  on  the  Continent,  and  we  ought  to 
embrace  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of  keeping  our  public  ex- 
penditure within  moderate  bounds. 

I  thought  it  my  duty,  Sir,  as  this  is  the  firft  yofe  this  feflion 
connected  with  the  public  expenditure,  to  inculcate  the  neceflity  of 
more  attention  to  economy  than  has  lately  been  pradlifcd  in  our 
various  public  departments,  and  on  the  ground  of  public  economy, 
fa  mate  myfiand.  I  wifli,  Sir,  completely  to  prevent,  and,  if  pofli- 
ble,  to  do  away  for  ever  the  threatened  (ax  on  income  ;  any  attempt 
to  enforce  which  will  give  rife  to  fuch  nice  and  delicate  quedions, 
that  it  will  fliake  the  country  to  its  centre.  It  is  propofed  by  that 
wild  fpeculation,  and  by  oppreffing,  either  dire6lly  or  indire<31y, 
every  clafs,  nay,  every  individual  in  the  community,  to  raife  a  fum 
which  cannot  poflibly  exceed  i  o  millions.  I  pledge  myfelf  to 
prove  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  Houfe  and  of  the  Public,  that  thofc 
1  o  millions  may  be  faved  in  our  public  exp^nces,  and  confequently 
that  the  threatened  tax  on  income  is  perfedlly  unneceffary.  A  wor- 
thy and  rcfpeflable  Baronet  (Sir  William  Pulteney)  ftated  laft  year, 
that  he  would  point  out  the  means  of  reducing  our  expences,  to  the 
amount,  I  think,  of  5  millions  ;  and  it  is  but  a  poor  compliment  to 
the  battle  of  the  Nile  to  fay,  that  fo  great  a  viftory  may  be  the 
means  of  bringing  about  an  additional  redudlion  to,  at  lead,  as  large 
an  amount. 

I  had,  indeed,.  Sir,  fondly  flattered  myfelf,  that,  after  Lord  Nel- 
fon's  victory,  the  Mlnifters  themfelves  would  have  moved  very 
confiderable  diminution  in  all  our  eilabliOiments,  and  that  a  dill 
greater  reduflion  than  any  they  were  likely  to  fuggcft  would  have 
been  enforced  by  this  Houfe.  Such  a  redudlion  would  be  the  bed 
acknowledgement  that  could  be  made  for  fuch  meritorious  ferviccs, 
both  to  the  gallant  favourite  of  the  nation,  and  the  fleet  he  has  the 
honour  to  command.  That  brave  ofliccr  has  receiv^^d  as  many 
proud  tedimonials  of  honour,  admiration,  and  rcfpeft,  as  the  mofl 
ambitious   individual  could  almod  afpire  to.     He  has  heard  the 
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chearingand  triumphant  (houts  of  viiftory  from  -his.  own  fleets  and 
received  the  furrcndcred  fwords  of  the  bravcft  of  the  enenny. 

He  has  juftly  merited  the  honours  of  the  Briti(h  Peerage^  and  a 
liberal  pecuniary  grant  from  the  bounty  of  this  Houfe.  He  has 
received  the  applaufesf  of  his  Sovereign^  the  thaidcs  of  the  two 
Houfes,  and  the  admiration  of  all  Europe  ;  and  if  in  addition  to 
all  theie  fources  of  folid  fatisfadtion,  his  brilliant  vidtory  proved  the 
fource  of  reftoring  the  bledings  of  peace>  or,  at  leaft,  of  reducing  the 
public  expcnces  to  the  amount  of  from  8  to  i  o  millions  per  an- 
num, which  I  believe  might  be  the  cafe,  and  of  refcuing  his  coon^^ 
trymen  from  the  financial  cppreflions  with  which  they  are  threat- 
ened,  what  would  not  his  feelings  be  ?  I  am  perfuaded  that  he 
would  prefer  the  heartfelt  pride  and  exultation  he  would  derive 
from  {vLch  circumflances,  to  all  the  other  honours  and  advanti^gea 
h^  has  obtained. 

I  have  thus.  Sir,  fiated  what  occurs  to  me  on  the  interefiing  fub- 
je£t  now  before  us  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  I  (hall  continue, 
whenever  any  circumftance  (hall  render  it  nece(rary,  to  fubmit  to 
the  confideration  of  the  Houfc,  from  time  to  time,  with  truth  and 
jirmnefs,  what  occurs  to  me  regarding  the  iituation  of  our  ailairs, 
and  the  condudl  of  our  Minifters,  fully  convinced,  that,  by  following 
that  fyftem,  I  (hall  perform  a  duty  becoming  a  Member  of  this 
Houfe,  and  a  friend  to  the  Country. 

Mr.  THOMAS  WALLACE  could  by  no  means  agree  in  opi- 
nion with  the  honourable  Baronet  who  ju(l  fat  down,  notwithftand* 
ing  the  declaration  he  had  made,  that  his  fentiments-  upon  the  pro- 
fcnt  queAion  were  the  refult  of  a  cool  and  careful  examination.  He 
could  not  help  faying  that  he  was  z&on\(hcd  at  feeing  the  honouraUe 
Baronet  periift  in  his  oppoiition  ;  for  had  he  confidered,  as  he  fays 
he  has,  the  condud  of  the  department  which  fome  gentlemen  had 
been  picafed  io  compliment,  he  might  perh^  have  difcovered  that 
the  compliment  was  not  undeferved  ;  in  faying  this  he  did  not  ar- 
rogate any  part  of  it  to  himfelf ;  but  on  the  condufl  of  thofe  who 
were  more  nearly  engaged  in  that  department,  he  did  not  fee  that 
there  could  attach  any  blame,  even  if  their  exertions  had  not  been 
crowned  with  the  brilliant  fucccffi  that  had  lately  attended  them. 
Thofe  who  were  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  were  known^  to  pay 
the  clofeft  attention  to  their  department ;  and  Jfurely  the  honourable 
Baronet  might  do  them  the  juftice  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  not 
unacquainted  with  what  was  competent  to  the  naval  fervtce.  They 
were  alfo  as  warmly  difpofed  towards  the  exercife  of  economy  as 
any  defcription  of  gentlemen  in  that  Houfc  could  be,  and  with 
every  difpofitioQ  to  economy,  tliey  felt  that  they  muft  prcfs  the 
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f apply  now  demanded,  becaoTe  they  knew  it  to  be  neceflary  ;  ana  if 
l^bfequent  events  (hoiUd  ^ow  them  to  diminilh  it,  they  would  be 
as  forward  as  the  honourable  Baronet  to  improve  the  opportunity. 
In  the  cafe  mentioned  by  the  honourable  Baronet  for  attempting  a 
ledudion  of  our  naval  eftabliihment,  he  fuppofed  he  alluded  to  the 
Gonfequences  of  Lord  Duncan's  vi£lory ;  our  naval  force,  it  was 
then  fuppofed,  might  admit  of  fome  redudion  ;  the  reduAion  was 
propofed  and  objedted  to ;  it  afterwards,  however,  took  place,  and 
what  was  the  confequence  ?  Did  not  this  attempt  at  economy  prove 
unwife  or  unfafe,  and  a  few  months  afterwards,  was  not  an  appli«> 
cation  made  to  Parliament  for  an  addition  of  ten  thoufand  feamen 
more  ?  This  part  of  the  bufinefs  the  candour  of  the  honourable 
Baronet  has  thought  fit  to  fupprcfs ;  but  if  he  argued  on  the  fam^ 
principle,  ihsLt  a  reduction  fliould  be  made  this  year  in  confequence 
of  Lord  Nelfon's  fignal  vidory,  and  if  the  redufiion  were  made  and 
afterwards  repented  of,  what  would  be  the  language  of  the  honour- 
aHe  Baronet  r  Would  he  not  then  fay,  did  you  not  recoiled  what 
happened  laft  year  ?  or,  why  did  you  not  benefit  by  experience  ? 
The  honourable  Baronet  is  alfo  very  pointed  in  his  difapprobation 
of  keeping  thirty  (hips  of  the  Une  as  guardfliips.  Whether  he  has 
confidered  this  point  with  the  fame  degree  of  c^olnefs  and  caution, 
it  was  rather  too  difficult  to  fay,  but  the  reafons  of  his  difapproba*' 
tion  he  has  thought  unnecefiary  to  explain.  But  thefe  reafons  !t 
might  be  allowable  perhaps  to  guefs  at.  .  Does  not  the  honourable 
Baronet  difapprove  of  this  part  of  the  fervice  merely  becaufe  he  re- 
gards the  (hips  fo  employed,  as  keeping  a  nuQiber  of  men  in  a  (tatc 
of  inertnefs,  who  might  be  applied  to  a  fervice  of  greater  aftivity  i 
But,  perhaps,  the  honourable  Baronet  did  not  know,  or  recoiled, 
that  thefe  (hips  were  of  the  utmoft  utility  to  thofe  on  more  a£Hve 
fervice  ;  they  ferved  as  rendrezvous  and  depots  for  the  ncw-raifed 
men,  who  were  from  thence  diftributed  among  the  other  (hips  in 
proportion  as  they  (tood  in  need  of  hands.  For  his  part,  therefore, 
he  could  fee  no  potTible  benefit  that  could  arife  from  this  or  any  other 
rcdudion  in  the  naval  eftablifhment ;  on  the  contrary,  he  fdt  tfiat 
any  redodion  mult  be  attended  with  fcrious  and  real  inconvenience. 
The  honourable  Baronet  fpcaks  of  our  naval  eftabli(hmeht  at  the 
clofe  of  the  American  war.  110,000  feamen  were  then  .voted, 
thoiigh  the  enemy's  force  was  then  greater  than  that  of  France  is 
now.  But  what  was  the  conduft  of  Parliament  after  the  glorious 
viftery  wan1>y  Lord  Rodney  on  the  12th  April,  1782?  Did  they 
not  fi^low  up  the  advantages  refulting  from  that  memorable  day, 
not  by  taking  away,  but  by  adding  i  ©,000  feamen  to  their  previous 
e(hd)lifhment  ?     In  every  war  it  was  prudent  to  place  our  navy  on 
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arefpe6teble  footing,  and  not  merely  oh  fuch  as  the  appearance  gt 
the  ncccflity  of  the  cafe  might  require.  Nothing  that  had  fallen 
fr9m  the  honourable  Baronet  had  at  all  gone  to  prote  that  any  thing 
in  the  prefent  eftabliihment  tvas  fuperiluous.  He  admits  that  the 
fruits  of  our  naval  fuperiority  are  confpicuous  in  the  fplendid  vic^ 
torics  we  have  achieved— -in  the  protedion  afforded  to  our  trade 
.rind  commerce— and  in  the  imprifoned  ftate  of  the  enemy's  (hips, 
vhich  continue  to  be  blocked  up  in  all  their  ports.  This,  it  feems, 
is  enough  for  him  ;  but  the  war  ought  to  be  pit)fecuted  with  vigour 
and  fpirir ;  it  (hould  be  a  war  of  attack,  and  not  merely  of  defence, 
as  the  honourable  Baronet  would  have  it ;  but  the  few  men  now 
difputed  about  might  make  the  whole  difference  between  an  ofFen- 
five  and  a  defenfive  war.  The  latter  would  be  pufillanimous  and 
ingloiious  ;  the  former  what  becomes  the  honour  of  the  Britifh 
people,  and  the  proud  fituation  in  which  the  nation  now  ftands.  To 
reft  in  the  languor  of  a  defenfive  war  would  be  permitting  France 
to  recover  from  the  blow  by  which  fhe  has  been  aftonilhed  and 
confounded  ;  f>ut  following  up  the  glorious  advantage  of  our  vido* 
ries  will  alone  lead  to  the  attainment  of  that  great  blefTing  which 
the  exertions  of  the  countr}'  afpire  to,  a  fafe,  durable,  and  honoura- 
ble peace.  To  economy  he  truded  he  was  as  zealous  a  friend  as 
the  honourable  Baronet,  but  in  a  time  of  w^r  he  was  no  friend  to 
economy  of  exertion— in  certain  cafes  fuch  economy  would  be 
ruin  :  the  fpirit  that  would  di£hite  it  could  lead  40  nothing  but  to 
a  war  merely  and  purely  defenfive,  and  to  the  protraftion  of  the 
conteft  to  an  incalculable  length — it  is  a  fpirit  that,  byparalyfingour 
energies  and  crippling  our  exertions,  would  permit  die  enemy  again 
to  breathe  and  recover  from  his  difmay,  and  perhaps  place  the 
happy  termination  of  hofiilitles  at  a  didance  not  eafy  to  be  afcer* 
tained. 

General  TARLETON  wiflied  the  Hoiife  not  to  miftake  what 
were  the  fcntiments  of  gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe,  refpefling 
the  importance  and  value  of  the  fcrvices  of  the  navy  of  the  country. 
He  could,  with  perfcfl  truth,  affure  them,  that  not  one  of  his^ho- 
noUrable  friends  entertained  the  fame  fentiments  on  the  fubjedl  as 
the  honourable  Baronet.  It  was  his  wifh,  as  much  as  the  wifli  of 
any  man  living,  that  the  ravages  of  war  might  be  fpeedily  fuppreffed. 
It  was  the  wilh  of  every  friend  to  humanity  that  peace  might  be 
fpeedily  rcftored  ;  but  every  Englifliman  could  only  wifh  for  a  fafe, 
honourable,  and  permanent  peace.  Nothing  could  fo  efiedlually 
lead  to  this  termination  of  our  firugglcs,  as  our  rcfuming  a  pofture 
at  once  lofty,  vigorous,  and  commanding.  It  would  emphatically 
imprefs  the  enemy  with  fcntiments  of  deep  refped  for  our  charadler ; 
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and  conlidering  how  daring  and  enteiprifing  were  die  Kjulersof 
France,  he  could  fee  no  fecurity  againft  the  foioe  of  the  Enemy,  but 
in  the  variety  and  ikill,  the  extent  and  combination!  of  our  own 
preparations.  Had  the  hpnourable  Baronet  confidered  the  fubjeA 
in  diis  way,  perhaps  no  objedion  would  have  been  heard  to  the 
vote  of  that  evening :  but  it  ws^s  certain  we  owed  almoft  evriy  thing 
to  our  navy ;  and,  perhaps,  in  no  refpeft  b  much,  as  for  the  gre^ 
zeal  and  promptitude  with  which  Sir  Roger  Curtis  was  difpatcbe<|y 
on  a  recent  occafion,  to  Earl  St.  Vincent.  He  believed  all  tl|e 
events  of  the  war  were  deftined  to  grow  out  of  this  fingle  ci|- 
cumftaace  ;  for  it  was  moft  certain  that  tbp  acbieveioent  of  Lord 
Nelfon  refulted  from  it ;  and  if  this  laft  event  was  but  rightly  iia* 
proved,  he  firmly  believed  it  might  bring  ^e  war  (o  a  fecore  and 
glorious  termination. 

The  ref(dution  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  a£t  of  the  38th  of  .|i^ 
prefent  Majefty  |>e  read,  empowering  His  Majcfly  to  avail  htmfelf 
of  the  voluntary  offers  of  the  £iigli(h  Militia  to  extend  ,the  ordi- 
nary circle  of  their  fervice  ;  which  being  read, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  Houfe  mu(t  be  aware  of  ibf 
invaluable  .efieds  produced  by  the  (ingular  gallantry  of  thofe  regl* 
ments  of  militia  who  had  fo  nobly  ftepped  forward  with  fo  feafona* 
ble  an  ofier  of  their  fervices,  to  a^ft  quelling  the  rebellion  in  Ire- 
and— but  great  and  happy  ^  thefe  effc^s  might  be,  their  beneficial 
operation  might  prove  ineficAual  (hould  any  diminution  be  pre* 
maturely  made  in  the  caufe  from  which  it  was  derived.  The 
Aate  of  Ireland  might  fooner  or  later  dtfpenfe  with  that  caution ;  but 
whether  the  whole,  or  only  a  part  of  that  force  could  fafely  be 
drawn  from  it,  it  was  not  at  prefent  his  intention  to  .examine.  His 
with  merely  was,  that  the  ad  Ihould  be  continued  in  force  fome. 
time  longer,  and  in  this  wiih  he  made  no  doubt  but  that  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  Houfe  would  concur.  He  then  concluded  by  moving 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  continuing  for  a  tinae  to  be  limited, 
th^  ad  alluded  to,  which  was  granted. 
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•  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednejdajy   N<yvember  a 8. 

Lord  GftENVILLE  brought  a  meflagc  from  His  Majcfty  on 

•the  fuhjctSl  of  Lord  Nelfon's  annuity,  fimilar  in  cfTcft  to  that  dc- 

•livercd  to  the  Houfcof  Commons  on  Monday,  and  dcfiring  their 

Lordfhips  to  concur  in  the*  meafufe  therein  recommended  to  the 

Commons. 

After  the  meflfagc  H^d  been  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
at  the  tabic,  * 

*  Lord  GREKVILtE  faid,'it  was  wholly  unneccflary  for  him  to 
detain  their  Lordfhips  by  a  (ingle  word  upon  the  fubjedt,  as  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe  oh  the  great  merit  and  importance  of  Lord  ^elfon's 
fervices  had  been  fully  and  warmly  expreffed  by  all  the  noble  Lords 
who  fpoke  in  the  debate,  which  was  concluded  by  ^n  unanimous 
vote  of  the  ihanks  of  the  Houfe  to  that  noble  Lord  and  his  of&cers^ 
a  tribute  in  the  higheft  degree  honourable  and  flattering  to  them. 
He  would,  therefore,  trouble  their  Lord(hips  no  farther  than  by 
reading  and  moving  the  words  of  an  addrefs  to  His  Majcfty,  return- 
ing His  Majefty  their  thanks  for  his  gracious  communication,  and 
afluring  His  Majefty  that  the  Houfe  would  concur  in  the  meafare 
recommended  :  and  the  addrefs  was  agreed  to  nem,  diJJ\ 
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tVedneJdayy  November  28. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
Uoufe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to 
confider  of  Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  a  fupply  granted  to  His 
Majcfty. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  he  moved 
the  following  refolutions*— That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee that  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majcfty,  the 
feveral  duties  impofed  on  fugar  by  the  27th,  34th,  and  37  th  of 
his  prefw-nt  Majcfty,  and  alfo  the  duties  of  excife  on  tobacco  and 
rnuiT>  diredted  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Patliament  to  be  continued  until 
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the  5th  of  Marchy  1 799,  (hould  be  farther  ooiitiitiied  until  the  5th 
dayof  March,  1800. 

That  four  (hillings  in  the  pound,  and  no  more,  be  impofed  on 
all  penfions,  offices,  &c.  and  continued. 

That  the  duty  on  malt,  &c.  be  continued  finom  the  a3d  of  June 
1799,  to  the  24th  of  June  1800. 

Thefe  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  Houfe  being  refumed, 
the  report  was  ordered  for  Friday. 


Friday^  November  30. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolvc  itfelf 
int«  a  Committee  of  Supply,  the  army,  navy,  and  ordnance  efii- 
mates  were  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  (aid  Committee. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  (Windham)  faid,  he  believed, 
the  readied  way  to  give  that  information  which  the  H6ufe  might, 
be  dcfirous  of  obtaining  refpefling  the  army  edimates  would  be,  to 
ftate  chiefly  thofe  eftimates  compared  with  the  two  preceding  years, 
and  to  notice  the  difference  of  the  charges  between  the  iaft  year  and! 
the  prcfent,  and  to  ftatc  in  what  manner  that  diflTercnfce  took  its  rife. 
The  cffimates  for  the  year  1797  amounted  to  the  fum  of 
6,900,0001. — in  the  year  1798  they  were  noi  voted  all  at  once, 
but  at  tMTO  fcparate  times;  the  firft  fum  voted  was  5,900,0001. 
which,  campared  with  the  edimates  of  the  year  preceding  that,  viz. 
1797,  would  be  found  to  be  Icfs  by  900,0001.  That  is,  the 
year  1797  exceeded  the  cftimate  of  the  year  1798,  by  the  fum  he 
had  mentioned.  But  in  the  courfc  of  the  latter  year,'  other  circum- 
llances  arofe,*  which  made  it  neccflary  to  bring  forwards  other  efti- 
mates ;  thefe  fecond  eAimates  amounted  to  the  fum  of  2,3 1 6,oool. 
making  the  whole  8,305,0001.  The  obje£)s  to  which  thefe  fe- 
cond eAimates  related  were,  the  fupplementary  militia,  which  the 
fituation  of  the  country  made  it  ncceffary  to  call  out  and  embody  ; 
the  proviHonal  cavalty,  the  volunteer  corps,  and  the  barrack  depart- 
ment. Of  thefe,  the  fupplementary  militia  was  an  obje^l  entirely 
new,  and  had  never  before  entered  into  eftimates — the  volunteer 
corps,  though  they  had  in  fome  degree  before  entered  into  the  army 
eflimates,  yet  as  they  had  been  called  out  but  in  part,  were  not  a  . 
head  of  confiderabic  expence,  and,  therefore,  that  head,  though  not 
an  entire  new  charge,  yet  was  a  confiderable  exrenfion  of  expence. 
Another  head  of  extraordinary  charge  was,  in  the  article  of  barracks, 
which  naturally  followed  as  a  fconfcquence  of  the  augmentation  of 
the  number  of  troops:  therefore  it  was,  that  the  eftimates  of,  the 
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yesir  179S  cpcbeeded  the  ^ftimatei  of  the  year  1^97  b/  the  fum 
which  he  already  ftated.  Tho&  ctrcumftances  which  opeiated  ia 
theyiear  17*98;  fiili  oontinbed,^dcauied  alike  exceb  in  the  fre- 
fent  year,  therefore  there  would  bf^  found  an  excefrof  near  a  miUian 
in  the  (irefent  eftimates  beyond  the  year  17 97*  There  was  one 
circumfiance  indeed  which  firft  arofe  in  the  lad  year,  and  whidx 
would  of  couHe  be  permanent,  he  meant  an  increafe  of  pay  to  the 
foldiery.  Though  the  articles  compofingthe  eftimates^  might  vary, 
yet  gentlemen  converfant  in  thofe  accounts  knew,  that  the  general 
circumftances  were  the  fame.  The  principal  heads  were  of  guards, 
garrifonsi  &c.  and  were  (imilar  in  this  year  to  other  preceding  years. 
By  the  regulation  of  Parliament  la(T  year,  gentlemen  would  re- 
collect that  the  fervice  of  part  of  our  militia  regiments  was  extended 
to  Ireland,  and  if  it  fhould  be  judged  neccfTary  to  continue  that  fer- 
vice, it  was  probable  that  Ireland  might  contribute  towards  defray- 
ing the  expences  of  thofe  troops  neceflary  for  theit  own  protediion. 
The  heads  of  the  caufe  of  increafe  in  the  prefent  year  would  be  found 
^  follows-*-the  fird  was,  an  augmentation  of  dragoons,  whici\ 
amounted  to  65,0001.  ;  the  next  was,  an  increafe  of  the  compa- 
nies of  foot  guards  from'  100  to  120  men,  which  caufed  an  increafe 
ci  expence  of  1 2o,oool ;  the  next  head  of  expence  was  one  fmall 
in  comparifon  with  the  advantages  derived  from  it-^he  alluded  to 
^  appointment  of  regimental  paymaflers,  the  obje6t  of  which  was, 
to  remove  thofe. delays  which  had  hitherto  exided  in  regimental  ac- 
tounts.  The  fum  under  this  head  was  only  27,0001  which  was 
ipoft  amply  compenfated  by  the  advantages  refuldng  from  their  efla- 
bliOimcnt,  The  great  head  of  excefs  in  this  year's  account  arofe 
from  the  embodying  of  the  fupplementary  militia — it  came  in  but 
partially  lad  year,  but  now  it  was  to  be  provided  for  the  whole  of 
the  year.  The  Scotch  militia  was  another  head  quite  new,  and  had 
TiOt  before  entered  into  the  eAimates.  Another  head  of  charge  was, 
an  increafe  of  fencible  infantry.  To  this  alfo  muft  be  added,  an 
increafe  of  the  ftaff  at  home.  The  reafon  of  the  latter  increafe 
arofe  from  the  circumOances  of  the  country  laft  year,  and  the  me- 
nacing po(lure  of  our  enemy  ;  as  we  were  obliged  to  colled  num- 
bers of  troops,  of  courfe  an  increafe  of  the  AafF  followed.  A  fmall 
additional  expence  arofe  from  the  increafed  allowances  to  innkeepers. 
The  charge  of  volunteer  corps,  although  not  entirely  a  new  head, 
yet  at  prefent  was  a  head  confiderably  extended  in  the  eAintates 
now  before  the  Houfe.  The  next  additional  charge  that  occurred 
was,  that  of  barracks,  and  the  feafons  for  that  increafe  might  be 
accounted  for  upon  the  fame  principles  as  for  the  increafe  of  the 
(lafF,  namely,  on  account  of  the  increafe  of  thp  troops  during  the 
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laft  year  for  diff  porpofe  of  lepdling  any  attack  which  mighfr  be  made 
aigaifift  us*  Anodier  artide  which  it  would  be  ncceflary  for  him 
ca  nodee,  was  one  which  he  diought  would  meet  the  approbation 
of  every  gentleman — he  alluded  to  a  fmalt  increafe  of  the  pcniions 
to  officeiB  widows.  His  private  opinion  was,  that  it  was  now' 
much  too  fmally  and  when  it  was  coniidered  to  what  a  deplorable  * 
reverie  of  fortune  thofe  perfons  muft  be  reduced  before  they  re- 
ceived that  reward,  he  was  convinced  that  the  fmall  additional  funri 
coidd  not  be  eonfidered  as  improperly  beflowed.  llie  whole  ac« 
count  under  this  head  (fid  not  exceed  1 2,ooolf  But  thefe  articles 
of  excefs  were  reduced  by  fome  other  articles  of  (avin^-~we  had 
formerly  to  provide  for  foreign  corps^  an  e3q)ence  which  had  now 
C€aicd»  The  icdu£Kon  of  provifional  cavalry  was  another  head  of 
favtng.  It  was  not  necefisnry  to^enter  into  nunute  details  on  this 
point.  Though  they  were  not  provided  for,  but  for  a  part  of  laft 
year,  and  were  now  provided  for  during  the  whole  year,  yet  the  re- 
du^on  of  numbers  more  than  counterbalanced  the  fhorter  period  of 
time.  To  this  was  to  be  added  an  additional  fum  from  the  ifland 
of  Jatnaica,  and  a  farther  allowance  from  Ireland,  in  confequence  of 
the  troops  fent  from  this  country  to  their  afliftancc.  Scotch  roads 
and  bridges  were  an  article  in  former  eilimates,  but  now  they  were 
totally  .omitted,  being  provided  for  in  another  manner. 

J'here  now  occurred  another  article,  to  which  he  wifhed  to  fay 
9.  few  words.  In  the  prefent  eftimate  the  expence  of  the  war-oflke 
department  was  not  included.  When  the  expences  and  mode  of  de- 
frayipg  the  charges  of  that  department  was  new  modelled,  he  differed 
in  opinion  from  many  gentlemen  as  to  the  efficacy  of  thofe  regula- 
tions in  an  economical  point  of  view.  Many  gentlemen  fuppofed 
that  th6  nionftrous  fees  which  had  occurred  during  one  year,  from 
peculiar  circumftances^  were  the  average  amount  of  the  fees.  It 
was  true  that,  from  particular  circumftances,  from  recruiting  the 
army,  and  the  fituation  in  which  the  couptry  then  ftood,  thofe  fees 
in  one  year  amounted  to  an  enormous  fum  ;  but  (ince  that  time  the 
amount  of  them  had  as  fuddenly  and  as  rapidly  decreafcd.  He 
much  queftioned  whether  the  new  regulation  of  paying  fixed  falaries 
from  fees  would  in  the  event  be  any  faving  to  the  country,  as  ho 
doubted  whether  the  amount  of  the  fees  this  year  would  pay  the 
falaries.  In  fixing  the  amount  of  thofe  falaries  he  had  not  gone 
beyond  what  ought  to  be  paid,  confidering  the  talents  and  qualifica^ 
tions  required,  and  calculating  wh^t  thofe  talents  and  qualifications 
would  pnxrure  their  pofleflbr  in  other  (ituations  of  life ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  thought  they  were  rather  under  than  over  paid.  He  very 
muc^  doubted  whether  the  regular  and  ufual .  fees  would  pay  th^ 
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percnanent  eflablilbment  of  the  office.  He  had  ,flated  all  that 
curred  to  him  to  be  neceflary  to  ftate.-  He  (hould  therefore  tiXMur 
the  refolutionsy  and  wait  to  hear  if  any  gentleman  required  explana- 
tion in  any  particular  point. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  what  he  might  hereafter  think  his 
duty  direded  him  to  fay,  he  ihould  not  oppofe  voting  upon  the  efti- 
mates  now  ;  but  although  he  (aid  this,  yet  he  could  not  help  adding, 
that,  he  was  not  a  little  mortified  by  the  fpeech  of  the  Secretary  at 
War.     He  could  have  conceived,  that  the  advantages  of  our  vido- 
rics  and  our  triumphs  would  have  been  immmediately  felt  in  the 
diminution  of  our  expences  ;  whereas  it  appeared  that  fooK  of  them 
were  increafing.     The  public  had  a  right  to  fay,  that  the  Secretary 
at  War  had  deluded  them  ;  for  lad  year  the  danger  of  invafioa  ope- 
rated upon  the  public  mind,  and  much  of  the  expence  was  incurred 
to  provide  againft  that  calamity.     Now  the  flcill  and  valour  of  oor 
gallant  officers,  and  the  fleadinefs  of  our  men,  had  removed  all  fear 
with  regard  to-  invafion  ;  and  yet  Minifters  held  out  no  hope  of  any 
retrenchment,  even  in  ufelefs  offices.     He  (hould  not  votoupon  anjr 
of  the  refolutions  of  to-night,  nor  (hould  he  deliver  in  detail,  his 
ientiments  upon  them,  for  he  wiflhedto  referve  himfelf  until  he  had 
taken  time  to  confidcr  more  fully  on  the  matter,  and  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  converfing  with  others  who  were  capable  of  giving  him  in- . 
formation.     There  would  be  no  inconvenience  from  this  mode,  for 
he  apprehended  the  rcfphitions  would  remain  for  two  or  three  days. 
He  rofe  now  merely  to  take  notice  of  the  fpeech  of  the  Secretary  zv 
War,  only  as  far  as  it  rcg:irded  the  fubjed  of  economy.     That 
was.  a  queftion  upon  which  there  was  buf  little  variety  of  opinion. 
He  was  fure  there  was  not  a  man  who  heard  him,  who  did  not 
think  there  ought  to  be  t\\e  fcvereft  economy  in  every  part  of  the 
ftate.     Now,  with  regard  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  it 
appeared  there  were  kcs  there  which  he  himfelf  had  admitted  to 
be  enormous.     He  meant  no  reproach  upon  any  individual  what*  . 
ever ;  at  the  fame  time  he  mud  fa}',  that  thefe  things  mud  have 
been  long  forefeen,  and  might  and  ought  to  have  been  provided  for. 
•  But  what  was  the  cafe  now  ?     The  gentlemen  who  had  reaped  the 
advantage  of  thefe  enormous  fees  were  to  have  an  additional  allow- 
ance, becaufe  the  fees  of  laft  year  had  not  been  equal  to  the  ex- 
pence  calculated  by  the  Committee,  and  allowed  upon  the  new  ar- 
rangement.    He  did  not  mean  Xo  infinuate  that  the  Secretary  at 
War  was  interefted  in  any  of  thefe  fees  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  be* 
Jteved  his  motives  to  be  pure  and  honourable  in  all  fuch  particu-  * 
lars.     But  it  appeared  now,  that  a  farther  .fum  will  be  wanted  to 
n»ke  up  deficiencies  in  offices,  &c.  and  this  after  a  full  confi- 
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deration  of  the  matter,  aod  a  report  made  by  a  Committee  of  .Fi- 
nance. He  really  thought  that  this  was  matter  worthy  of  very 
grave  conlideration.  He  thou^t  the  public  had  been  deluded  ia 
a  great  meafure  upon  this  matter,  for  fo  it  certainly  appeared  from 
the  fpeech  of  the  Secretary  at  War  to-night.  He  (kid  this  wkh 
the  more  confidence^  becaufc  he  was  convinced  of  the  abfolate  ne* 
ceffity  of  rigid  economy  in  every  department  of  ^the  fiate  that  can 
bear  it.  But  while  he  faid  this,  he  was  one  of  the  laft  men  in  this 
country  that  would  wilh,  by  an  ill-judged  notion  of  favtng»  to  damp 
the  ardour  of  the  people  of  this  country.  He  wiihed  not  only 
that  their  force  ffiould  be  rcfpcSable,  but  that  they  might  be  made 
to  ftand  in  a  proud  and  menacing  attitude  a^inft  :the  enemy.  He 
woukd  add,  although  by  fo  doing,  he  hazarded  fome  reproach  out 
of  doors,  that  it  was  not  in  the  f^ilaries  of  public  officers  that  he 
wifhed  to  fee  a  general  dedudion,  for  he  was  perfuaded,  that,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  they  were  not  over-paid,,  oonfidering  all  the  ciip- 
cumftances  pf  things  at  prefent. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid  a  few  words  in  expia- 
natbn,  and  could  not  agree  with  Mr.  Tierney  with  regard  to  the 
effed  of  the  fees.  He  did  not  fee  how,  without  injufttce,  an^  of 
the  gentlemen  who  had  received  the  lai]gc  fee&  alluded  to,  eould  be 
called  upon  to  return  them. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  inclined  never  to  oppofe  economy 
while  it  was  confiflcnt  with  the  due  performance  of  public  duty ; 
but  he  would  not  lofe  fight  of  the  fentiment  which  was  fo  properly 
cxprelled  by  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Tier- 
ney). That  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  this  odontry 
ihould  be  put  in  a  powerful  and  menacing  attitude  towards  the 

.  enemy.  But  then  he  faid  that  we  had  not  the  full,  advantage  of 
our  fuccefles-^fuccelTes  which  were  felt  and  enjoyed  by  this  country, 
while  every  other  nation  in  the   world  beheld  with  a(loniihine|it 

'  and  admiration  the  repeated  exertions  which  produced  them.  It 
feemed  that  we   were  to  forego  every  idea  of  an  invafion  of  this 

r  country ;  and  therefore  we  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  to 
minute  economy.  He  hoped  the  Committee  would  not  be  fo  un« 
manly  as  to  give  way  to  that  idea^  he  laid,  '^  unmanly,"  for. he 
knew  of  nothing  mere  unmanly  than  to  catch  at  fuccefs,  and  to  tie- 
gleft  all  future  exertion  as  uonecefTary.  Undoubtedly  nothing 
could  excel— indeed,  hitherto,  nothing  had  equalled  the.fpkndour 
of  our  fuccefics  ;  th^y  would,  indeed,  in  former  times,. and  under 
former  circumftances,  have  terminated  any  conted  ;  but  what  fuc- 
•cefles,  what  triumj^^  what  glory  of  her  enemy  could  eSe£t  the 
dtfpofitton  of  that  nation  whofe  riders  count  as  nothing  the  ihtcreft. 
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the  treafuie,  or  even  the  Mood  of  tbeir  -fiibjeds  ?     ThcrefiscCy  with 
tbe  beft  wishes  for  eeaneimj,  he  could  not  mdulge  a  hope  of  carry- 
ing it  fardier  than  it  could  be  accompanied  bj  prudence.     We  had 
had  to  deal,  we  have  to  deal  yet,  ititfa  .an  enemy  of  iriu»fe  diaiaficr 
h  may  at  leaft  be  fatd,  they  are  not  lifltitted  by  any  rule  of  taw^  or 
jaftioe,  or  prudence,  or  by  any  of  the  maxims  which  areTopfxifed  to 
govern,  or  to  have  at  any  time  governed,  the  policy  of  thofe  ftaecs 
which  are  called  regulated  Monaxchies,  for  they  had  Mdierto  been 
totally  uncontroled  by  reraorfe,  compun3ion,  prudence,  or  humanity. 
They  have  (hewn  a  readinefs  to  board  their  own  eidAence  fi>r  the 
bare  chance  of  defiroying  this  country,  or  indeed  of  oveftumii^  the 
liberty  of  odier  nations.     But,  beoaufe  they  are  at  psefent  difoom- 
filed  Jn  their  fcheme  at  the  Nile,  and  becauie  tiiat  expedidon  has 
turned  out  to  be  a  difafter,  and  has  reduced  them  to  a  temporaiy 
tfonfufion ;  yet  they  might  not  have  given  up  all  ideas  of  invafion 
-on  this  country ;  aad^fliould  they  entcrtain'fuch.a  thought,  how  wild 
and  chimerical  foever  it  may  be,  yet  it  would  gain  farce  in  their 
minds,  and  add  vigour  to  their  projcfis,  if  they  faw  this  country 
day  after  day  weakenii^  that  force,  which,  while  it  is  -endre,  wilt 
vennin  invulnerable.     He  wasy  tbeitfore,  moft  dearly  of  opinion,, 
that  we  Ihould  incieaie  inftcad  of  leiSming  our  efibrts.     He  then 
proceeded  to  take  nodce  of  feme  of  the  heads  of  the  eftimates  be* 
'fiire  the  Committee.     The  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him 
Jiad  'profefled  not  to  be  very  well  acquainted  with  the  fubjed,  but 
yet  he  had  exhibited  feme  complaints  againft  die  largenefs  of  the 
cxpence  thb  year.     Now  upon  that  fubjed  it  was  obfcrvable  that 
fnrt  only  of  die  fupplementary  milida  was  voted.     Some  of  it  was 
only  voted  for  ten,  and  fome  for  only  eight  months,  infiead  of 
'tieelve,  as  they  were  now  propofed  to  be.     This  was  an  exccfs 
tipon  the  liflimate  of  lafi  year  it  was  true,  but  it  was  unavoidable. 
There  had  been  (bme  regiments  of  guards  alfo  to  be  made  up,  for 
thofe  "who  had  gone  to  Ireland.     Indeed  they  were  not  now,  what 
they  had  been  fometimes  fuppofed  to  be,  for  parade  and  oftentaiion. 
No,  they  had  (hewn  themfelves  wordiy  of  the  Bridfli  name  upon 
the  Continent,  in  Ireland,  and  at  that  gloripus,  although  unfortu- 
nate,  expedition  to  Oftend.     As  to  the  fubjedt  of  an  altciation  in 
-the  fees  of  ofiices,  he  avowed  at  once  he  did  not  agree  with  his  right 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Windham) :   he  coniidered  the  late  ar- 
rangement as  neceflary,  and  would  be  ferviceable  to  the  public  ; 
>for  he  coniidered  that  diminiihing  that  which  is  already  too  great, 
-and  adding  it  to  that  which  is  already  toofmail,  was  good  and  found 
-policy  :  and  that  was  the  fpirit  of  the  new  arrangement   in   the 
•ofiiGe  alluded  to.     As:  to- the  barracks,  it  (hould  be  confidcred  that 
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all  Che  tro6ps,  at  l^ft  the  greater  part  of  them,  were  in  barracks, 
n^he  expence  attending  this  fubje£l  had  t^een  ftated  roundly  at  the 
futn  of  500,0001.  but  nothing  was  im^re  fallacious  than  to  flatie^ 
this  fumasiin  additional  public  expetice  on  accouht  of  barracks,  ibr 
it  contained  many  provifions  for  the  fubfiftence.of  the  troops ;  it 
contained  all  the  expttKC  Bf  their  being  cantoned,  or  lodged  in  pub- 
lic boufes,  which  expence  would  have  been  brought  forward  in  an- 
other (hape  but  for  diiefe  barracks.  He  then  obferved  generally, 
that  he  faw  no  redu6lioh  in  bui^  eftablifliment  which  we  could 
hiake  confidently  with  our  fafety.  , 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid;  that  hotwithftanding  what  had  falleh 
horn  the  iri^t  honbiinkble  gentleman,  he  fl^U  retained  the  opinion 
he  had  exprefled.  He  had  heard-  no  ar^umeilt  which  tended  to 
convince  him  that  the  force  in  exiftbnce  was  not  fufGcient  for  every 
purpofe  of  natiotial  defence,  nor  had  it  been  ftated  that  any  new 
circumftances  had  arifen  fince  laft  year  which  rendered  fo  great  ai| 
augmentation  of  force  neceflary;  The  right  honouraMe  gentleman 
had  alluded  to  the  neceflity  of  maintaining  a  confiderable  force  to 
repel  any  attempt  the  French  might  make  at  invafion.  Undoubt- 
edly every  means  ought  to  be  adopted  to  repel  any  attempt  of  that 
kind,  but  it  could  hot  be  neceffary  for  him  to  ftatb,  that  they  could 
not  cShA  9j\  invation  of  this  kihgdoih  without  (hipS,  and  the  events 
which  had  lately  occurred  were  fuch  as  threw  infeparable  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  fuch  an  attetnpt.  It  had  been  (Uted  in  excufe  for 
increafing  the  fortes  in  this  country,  that  17^000  men  had  becii 
fent  to  Ireland ;  he  admitted  that  a  large  fbrce  had  beeii  fent  to 
that  countty  ;  but  wheh  did  that  take  place  ?  Thefe  troops  were 
fent  over  in  the  laft  fpring,  and  fiiKe  that  period  the  Occafion  which 
rendered  it  heceflary  for  thefe  troops  to  be  fent  to  that  country  had 
very  fortunately  ceafed  to  exift.  Since  that  period  alfo  the  French 
iiavy  had  fuftalned  moft  fignal  and  unexampled  defeats ;  and  fince 
that  period  the  left  wing  of  that  army^  which  had  been  called  the 
Army  ff  England^  had  been  fafely  landed  in  Egypt;  '  Thefe  were 
circumftances  which,  in  his  opinion,  rendered  this  augmentation 
wholly  unneccffary. 

With  refpedt  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman upon  the  propriety  of  the  augmentation  of  the  guards,  he 
begged,  in  the  ftrongeil  manner  to  exprefs  his  fenfe  of  the  bravery 
and  difcipline  of  that  body  of  men.  Thefe  confiderations,  how-* 
ever,  if  they  were  not  fufficieht  to  induce  Miniflers  to  diminifh  out 
forces,  were  at  leaft^  in  his  opinion,  very  decifive  teafons  (0  prove 
that  any  increafe  of  our  military  eftablifhment  was  ivholly  uhnecef- 

fery.     If  indeed  it  could  be  fiifpedcd|  that  icrftead  of  being  fatisfie^ 
Vni.  Vn.    •  TSI 
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.  that  we  had  provided  the  means  of  o^r  own  fecurity,  wc  indulged 
ideas  of  conqujcfts  againft  liberty,  like  the  enemy.  If  that  was  the 
object,  he  muft  give  it  his  entire  di fa pprobation,  becaufe  he  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  wc  ought  to  confine  ourfelves  within  the 
.eftablifliments  which  had  been  deemed  fufficient  for  the  fervice  of 
laft  year.  With  rcfped  to  what  had  bten  faid  about  the  emolu- 
ments of  office,  he  was  very  ready  to  declare,  that  the  office  ^ich 
was  held  by  the  right  honourable  Secretary,  was  very  far  from  be- 
ing overpaid ;  indeed  he  was  of  opinion,  though  it  mig^t  not  be 
very  popular  out  of  doors,  that  very  few -of  the  great  offices  were 
overpaid.  But  at  the  fame  time  he  did  not  depy  that  he  was 
clearly  iat^sfied  of  the  neceffity  of  adopting  a  fyftem  of  economy 
upon  a  large  fcale-^— there  were  undoubtedly  many  great  offices  which 
might,  without  any  injury  to  the  public  fervice,  be  abplifhed.  He 
felt  no  helltationto  fay,t}^at  he  thought  an  honourable  gentleman  oa 
the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  might  do  very  well  without  4000I.  a 
year,  which  ^ie  received  as  Trcafurer  of  the  Navy — He  did  not 
think  that  office  had  much  contributed  to  the  glorious  vi^ry  obtained 
by  Admiral  Nelfop.  With  refpeft  to  the  office  to  which  fon^f 
allufions  bad  been  made,  he  had  only  one  cbfervation  to  make» 
which  was,  that  fume  offices  were  marked  loo'ol.  a  year,  as  a  fa- 
lary  in  time. of  peace.  If  the  perfons  holding  thefe  offices  were 
entitled  to  them  from  long  and  laborious  fcrvices,  it  would  mate- 
lially  altcf  the  queffion  ;  but  he  did  not  approve  of  givirig  a  man 
I  cool,  a  year  in  peace,  becaufe  during  the  war  he  had  filled  a  very 
lucrative  fituation.  With  refpedl  to  what  had  been  faid  about 
barracks,  the,  right  honourable  gentleman  had  wholly  mlfunderdood 
him.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  take  the  ienfe  of  the  Cothmittee 
at  prcfent,  but  he  ffioyld  trouble  the  Houfe.  with  fome  d}fervations 
upon  ihe  bringing  up  the  report. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  fbat  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft  had  indulged  in  many  obiervations  which  he  could  not 
allow  .to  pafs  by  unnoticed,  and  he  had  alfo  lapfed  into  foiiie  mif- 
takes  which  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  re£\ify.  If  the  'Houfe 
is  to  give  credit  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  alTertioni  the  country 
has  nothing  hereafter  to  dread  from  the  threats  of  the  enemy  to  in- 
vade our  coa(ls :  on  that  head  wc  may  difmifs  all  our  apprel.enfions 
and  alarm  ;  for  without  ihips,^  or  any  thing  like  a^  fleet,  fays  he, 
how  is  it  poffiblc  for  the  enemy  to  attempt  the  execution  of  any  threat 
of  that  nature  i  fiut  the  fleet  and  armament,  en  the  fignai  and 
complete  dci^rudlion  of  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  princi* 
pally  relied  his  aflcrtion  and  grounded  his  argument,  are  well 
^        {^nown  by  the  Houfe  not  to  have  been  intended  or  diie(%^  againA 
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the  coafts  of  thcfe  Hngdoms,  and  therefore  its  glorious  overthrow 
by  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon  is  no  reafon  for  relaxing  our  exertions  or 
curtailing  our  eftabli(hment.  Splendid  and  important  as  that  gfcaf 
v'lQory  muft  now  be  felt,  and  ever  muft  appear,  and  beneficial, 
decifive,  and  extenfive  as  its  effeds  may  prove,  yet  the;^do  not  juf- 
tify  the  Executive  Government  of  the  country  in  fofpending  tKcir 
a^^^ivity,  or  in  jelinquilhing  the  meafures  which  it  has  been  their 
opinion  (hould  be  exerted  and  purfucd  for  its  independence  and  fc- 
curiry.  That  fecurity  which  the  honourable  gentleman  imagines 
folcly  to  grow  <^t  ftf  the  immortal  triumph  achtevccf  by  Lord  Nch 
fon,  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  complete  long  before  the  annihilationf 
of  the  Toulon  fleet ;  long,  indeed,  before  Lord  Duncan's  vtiSory 
off  the  coaft  of  Holland  ;  and,  perhaps,  even  before  the  memora- 
ble and  brilliant  adlion  fought  and  gained  by  Admiral  Lord  St.' 
Vincent.  Should  our  naval  fuperiority  autiiorize  us  to  remit  our' 
efibrts  and  to  lull  our  anxiety,  we  might,  as  the  honourable  gcntlc-- 
man  recommends  it,  limit  our  expences,  and  retrench  pjir  eftablifli-' 
ments  ;  for  long  before  the  date  of  thefe  tranfcendcnt  naval  ex-' 
ploits,  we  had  (hewn  ourfclves  (he  undifputcd  fovereign  of  the  feas. 
But  experience  has  long  taught  us,  that  we  have  to  deal  with  an 
cncnfiy  whofe  every  motion  (hould  be  watched  with  jealous  vigi- 
lance, and  whofe  attempts  muft  be  fruftrated  by  energy  and  pre-' 
caution.  For  though  the  chances  arc  as  three  to  one  in  our  favour,' 
ot  even  in  a  much  larger  proportion,  we  (hould  never  be  unpre- 
pared againft  the  inveterate  and  reftlefs  animofity  of  the  enemy  :  nor 
proud  and  confident,  as  we  may  yMy  feel  in  the  pre-eminence  of 
our  naval  fituation,  (hould  we  leave  our  fituation  by  land,  where  we 
may  alfo  be  called  to  fi^ht,  lefs  guarded,  formidable,  and  fecore. 
This  was  the  avowed  object,  and  profeffed  principle  of  his  right 
honourable  friend  laft  year,  and  on  the  fame  principle  is  he  deter- 
mined (and  wifely  determined)  to  a6t  for  the  enfuing  year  ;  and  for 
that  obje<3,  and  on  that  principle  (hall  we  continue  to  adV,  that  wc 
may  baffle  and  confound  the  wild,  daring,  and  defperatc  attenipts 
of  an  enterprifing  and  prefuming  foe.  Nor  (hould,  (he  would  again 
repeat  it)  their  complete  defeat  on  the  Nile,  in  the  leaft  difpofc  or 
encourage  us  to  forget  the  fpirii  that  actuates  them,  er  unbend  us  in 
the  vigilance  and  vigour  with  which  it  ought  on  our  fide  to  be 
watched  and  rcfi(ted.  But  the  honourable  gentleman'  has  thought 
proper  to  infinuate  an  hope,  that,  in  continuing,  or,  as  he  feems  to 
imagine,  in  increafing  cur  military  c(hbrifhmcnt,  wc  are  not  to  imi- 
tate the  example  of  France,  and  attempt  (as  he  threw  out  in  a  pa- 
Tenthefis)j  to  invade  and  ciufh  the  liberties  of  other  nations.  When 
tlic  honoulrable  gentleman  expreffed  this  jealoufy  and  fear,  that  it 
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might  be  the  objed  of  our  military  cftablifliffient  to  opprefs  the  li- 
berties of  other  countries,  he  trufted  that  the  allulion  was  not  made 
to  what  are  called  the  liberties  of  France ;  mid  that  no  comparifcn 
ihoold  be  attempted  to  be  made,  either  in  a  moral  or  a  political 
yiewt  between  the  manner  in  which  we  might  endeavour  to  con- 
quer die  liberties  of  France  (that  is,  the  mod  atropious  defpocifm 
that  ever  wa^  exercifed,  or  endured  by  any  nation),  and  the  defign 
and  attempt  of  France  to  conquer-  the  liberties  of  England,  or, 
vhat  their  pire6torial  Government  is  pleafed  to  ftyle,  the  Slaveiy 
of  Fgypt,  To  conquer  liberties  of  that  defcriptiois  or  rather  to 
wreft  from  the  hand  of  France  that  iron  Iceptre  of  oppreflfion  which 
has  proved  fo  formidable  to  furrounding  nations,  and  fo  fs^tal  and 
intolerable  to  thofc  who  already  groan  under  their  yoke,  would,  he 
did  not  tiefitate  to  fay,  be  the  greateft  and  mod  glorious  aft  of  bene- 

.  vdencc :  the  greateft  and  moft  glorious  a6t  of  kindnefs,  in  the  per^ 
fprmance  of  which  any  nation  could  co-operate  for  the  "delivery  and 
independence  of  another.     He  trufted,  therefore,  that  no  fuch  com- 

"  parifon  was  f  ntcnded  between  the  deflgns  and  operation?  of  the  two 
countries  ;  for  never  could  he  fufTer  fuch  a  parallel  to  be  drawn  ; 
or  that  th6  name  of  liberty  (hould  be  given  to  a  fyftcra  of  opprcf- 
j(ion  and  ilaveiy,  that  has  been  extending  the  fame  defolations  to 
every  land,  however  remote,  that  has  already  curfed  every  nation 
within  its  reach.  Though  this  was  not  the  objed  of  any  meafure 
now  before  the  Houfe,  yet  he  would  not  difayow  the  wifli,  or  the 
hope,  that  if  any  fuch  efFe^  could  be  produced,  as  that  of  extin- 
guifhing  that  monibrous  fyftem,  he  (hould  think  it  proper  and  glo- 
rious for  this  nation  to  co-operate  in  its  achievement.  Thus  much, 
however,  he  thought  it  advifeable  to  fay,  to  prevent  any  conclulioa 
being  drawp  from  the  parallel  that  feemed  to  be  inftituted  between 
the  Councils  and  projects  of  the  two  countries.  But  though  it  be  not 
the  deiign  of  Great  Britain  to  embark  as  a  principal  in  the  delivery 
of  France  from  her  prefent  thraldom,  yet  there  are  other  objects, 
in  the  accomplifhment  of  which  it  (hould  be  our  glory  to  co-operate, 
were  an  opening  to  offer  not  unfavourable  to  fuch  an  attempt,  and 
that  is  to  refcue  other  independent  countries  from  the  flavery  under 
which  they  are  now  (truggling.  Such  objefi,  he  tru(Ved,  there  was 
no  man  would  oppofe  ;  much  lefs  did  he  exped  that  any  one  would 
confound  it  with  the  objedts  purfued  by  the  profligate  ambition  of 
the  enemy.  But  whetl^er  fuch  an  opening  might  take  place,  or 
what  (hould  be  our  beft  mode  of  improving  fuch  an  opportunity, 
was  not  the  fubjcdi  of  this  days  difcuflTion.  His  only  reafon  for 
silluding  to  it  was,  that  if  fuch  opening  did  adualiy  arife,  and  if 
^uch  an  endeavour  was  made  on  our. pan  to  benefit  by  it,  no  pnj^. 
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fliould  dare  to  aflume  a  ooRiparifon  fo  unjuftly  founded,  and  fo  dlC 
tionourable  to  our  prinriples,  or  be'  permitted  to  confound  an  ho- 
i)ourable  exertion  upon  our  fide,  to  ^efcue  the  liberties  of  opprefled 
countries  from  the  gripe  of  France,  with  that  plan  of  monftrous  ty- 
ranny which  France  has  been  purfuing  tp  overwhelm  the  liberties, 
*andruin  the  independence  of  every  nation  within  her  reach.  Nor 
were  the  miibkes  into  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  fallen. 
Ids  glaring  than  his  previous  obfcrvations  were  repr^henflble.  He 
contends  that  we  are  now  voting  a  larger  force  than  was  voted  laft 
year,  or  rather  incurring  a  greater  expcnce — byit  did  he  pay  a  little 
more  attention  to  it,  he  muft  perceive  that  the  difference  arofe  from 
the  expence  attending  the  fupplementary  militia  which  in  the  for- 
mer eftimates  was  made  put  only  for  half  a  year.  There  is  there- 
fore no  real  increafe  in  th^  expence,  but  only  a{^(^rs  fuch,  bbcauie 
it  is  now  made  permanent,  and  completed  for  the  full  year.  The 
other  increafe  arifes  fro^  la  great  force,  efpecially  fenfibles,  being 
fent  to  Ireland*  They  were  ordered  thither  in  the  end  of  Springj^ 
and  the  militia,  for  the  moft  part,  not  till  the  fummer  was  far  ad- 
vanced, and  nearly  about  the  clofe  of  the  laft  fefTion  of  Parliament, 
Befides,  the  raiments  now  propofed  to  be  raifed  were  not  new  regi- 
ments, but  fome  that  were  to  be  filled  up,  and  were  therefore  now 
brought  upon  the  eftimate  of  1799-  The  miflake  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  therofore  evident,  fince  allowing  for  the  reduAions 
now  made,  the  force  upon  the  whole  is  lefs,  or  at  lead  not  greater, 
than  that  of  laflyear.  Surely  it  could  not  be  his  wi(h  to  diminifh 
the  amount  of  the  force  in  Ireland,  for  the  rebellion  was  not  there 
extinquifbed,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  affert,  on  the 
authority  of  His  Majefly*sfpecch.  The  fpeech  by  no  means  acknow- 
ledged its  extindion  :  it  merely  faid  that  it  was  curbed  and  re- 
preffed ;  but  there  was  no  authority  from  the  Throne  for  faying 
farther :  neither  did  His  Majefty's  fpeech  inlinuate  that  there  was 
no  longer  any  danger  of  invalion  in  that  quarter,  or  that  the  rebellion 
might  not  again  break  out ;  and  indeed,  whoever  has  looked  at- 
tentively at  tbe  flate  of  Ireland,  and  as  to  what  it  has  been,  and 
what  it  may  be,  muft  fee  and  acknowledge  that  every  meafure  of 
vigour  and  of  precaution  is  fUU  neceifary  for  confirming  in  an  ef- 
(edual  manner  the  returning  tranquillity  of  that  country* 
The  refolutions  were  then  put  and  agreed  to. 
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Monday  f  December  3. 

Lord  Nclfon's  Annuity  Bill  was'  read  a  third  time,  and 
paffed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT*  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
Houfc  to  rcfolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
for  a  fupply  to  be  granted  to  His  Majefty.  '  The  Houfc  hav- 
ing ijriblved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee,  Mr.  Hobart  in  the 
chair, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  that  the  a6l  of  38th  of  His  prefent 
Majefty,  chap.  1 6,  for  granting  an  aid  or  contribution  to  His  Ma- 
jefty, might  be  read,  and  that  it  might  be  an  inftruQion  to  the  Com- 
mittee  to  confider  of  the  faid  ad.     He  then  addreflcd  the  Com- 
mittee in  a  pcrfpicuous  and  eloquent  fpeech,  nearly  as  follows  .'— 
Before  I  proceed  to  fiibmit  to  the  Committee  the  very  important 
matters  which  form  the  fubjcdl  of  this  day's  confideration,  I  ojnceivc 
it  neceffary  to  take  a  diligent  review  of  the  general  amount  of  the 
total  ferviccs  of  the  prefent  year,  and  of  the  ways  and  me^ns  ap- 
plicable to  thofe  fervices.  ~   Without  adopting  this  method,    I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  poflible  to  inform  your  judgement  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy,  refpedling  the  propriety  of  the  mcafure  I  have 
to  propofc,  for  raifing  a  confidcrable  part  of  the  fupplics  within  the 
year,  or  be  able  to  enforce  thofe  arguments  I  (hall  adduce  in  fupport 
of  that  meafurc.      It  is  a  matted  of  extreme  fatisfadtion  to  me,  that 
it  will  appear  to  the  Committee,  from  the  eftimate  I  (hall  now  pro- 
duce, compared  with  former  eftimates,  that  although  our  expences 
are  beyond  what  they  ever  were,  yet  that  our  meansy^  of  fupplying 
them  are  fo  ample  and  extenfive,    that  the  country  is  placed  in  a 
proud  and  eminent  (ituation   beyond  what  it  has  enjoyed  at  any 
former  period.     I  (hall  begin  by  ftating  what  has  been  voted  as 
the  amount  of  the  fupply  under  the  head  of  the  fervices  for  tlic 
navy,  with  the  exception  of  what  is  neceffary  for  tranfport  fervices. 
All  thefe  accounts  have  this  day  been  laid  before  us  ;  and  it  appears  * 
that  the  total  fum  for  the  ordinaries  and  extraordinaries  of  the  navy 
and  tranfport  fervices  amount  to  13,642,0001.  being  the  fame  fum 
within  a  fmall  amount  as  was  granted  in  the  courfe  of  laft  feftion, 
and  which  I  have  the  fatisfjt^ion  of  affuring  the  Committee  is  likely 
to  prove  fufHcicnt  for  the  whole  expences  of  the  navy,  without  leav- 
ing any  neccffity  far  augmentation.      The  next  head  of  expence  is 
the  army,  in  which  thcrftimates  amount  to  8,840,0001.      Gentle- 
mrn  v.  ill  rccollcdt  the  extraordinaries  in  the  courfe  of  laft  feffion, 
to  be  incurred  in  1798,  were  ftatcd  at  3,200,0001.     There  was 
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alio  voted  a  fum of  i^oooyoool.  as  a  vote  of  crediti  applicable  aft 
extraordtnaries  to  upforefeen  expenccs.  This  vote  of  credit  ^ill 
cover  all  the  extraordinary  expences  to  the  end  of  the  year,  h  that» 
as  in  the  article  of  the  navy,  there  will  be  no  pad  arrears  to  be  dis- 
charged. But  with  refpefi  to  the  vote  of  credit  for  this  year,  one 
ntiliion  will  be  wanted  to  diicharge  that  amount  lifueB  in  Exchequer 
bills.  Under  the  article,  then,  of  army  expenditure,  there  remain 
the  extraordinary  fervices  of  the  year  I799>  which  I  may  pu^  at 
two  millions.  The  total  amount  then  under  the  head  of  army  wili 
he  8, 840^0001.  including  the  ofne  million  for  the  difcharge  of  £x^ 
chequer  bills  ifTued,  and  two  millions  for  the  extraordinary  fervices 
of  I  799'  Under  the  head  of  ordnance  fervices,  including  the  ex- 
pences which  have  not  been  provided  for,  there  has  been  voted  th^ 
fum  of  1,570,0001.  The  next  article  is  that  of  the  mifcellaneouft 
fervices.  The  plantation  eftiroates  have  already  been  voted,  but 
there  are  other  minuter  parts  of  thofjs  fervices  which  have  not  yet 
undergone  a  difcuflion  in  this  Houfe.  The  amount  will  be  rather 
lefs  than  it  was  lad  feflion.  I  date  it  at  6oo,oool. .  To  this  is 
to  be  added  the  ufual  {am  voted  towards  the  redemption  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  above  the  annual  million,  which  is  2oo,ooo1.  There 
are  other  fums  which  are  generally  voted  under  the  head  of  defi- 
ciency of  grants.  Among  thcfe  is  a  fum  due  for  intereft  on  Trea- 
fury  and  Exchequer  bills  paid  off,  amounting  to  565,000!. —  the 
difcount  on  prompt  payments  upon  the.  loan,  amounting  to 
2io,oool.  the  intered  on  Exchequer  bills  circulated  within  the 
year,  and  charged  upon  the.  fucceeding  year,  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds.  In  addition  to  this,  there  is  the  deBciency  of  the 
land  and  malt  in  the  zA  pafled  two  years  ago,  amounting  to 
joo,oool.  Thefe  fums  fwell  the  total  of  the  fupply  to 
29,272,000!.  This  total,  Sir,  does  not  differ  in  any  material 
degree  from  the  amount  of  the  fupply  of  lad  feflion.  Towardjj 
raifing  this  fupply,  it  will  naturally  occur  to  the  minJ  of  every 
gentleman  in  the  Committee,  that  the  fame  rcfources  will  be  appli- 
cable as  are  always  applicable  at  all  periods,  whether  of  peace  or  of 
war.  The  land  and  malt  have  always  been  taken  at  2,750,0001* 
there  remains  the  lottery,  which  will  not  produce  lefsthan  2oo,oooI. 
and  the  gf>owing  produce  of  the  confolidated  fund.  I  have  dated 
thefe  articles  6rd,  for  reafons  which  will  be  obvious  to  the  Com- 
mittee. Thefe  are  the  ordinary  refources.  The  growing  produce 
of  the  confolidated  fund  would  amount  for  one  year  to  2,  i  oo,oool. 
but  in  the  courfe  of  the  pref^^ht  year  that  produce  will  be  ade<£lcd 
by  fomc  heavy  burdens — by  the  remains  of  charges  in  arrears  ;  by 
the  intei^ed,  if  itJs  ftill  to  remain  a.  burden  upon  us,  on  the  Impe- 
rial loan  :  arid  bv  the  erowins  intered  on  fuch  oarts  of  loans  rai  cd     A. 
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on  the  credit  of  levying  any  tax,  for  which  no  inti^rcft  has  been  pro- 
vided. On  the  other  hand,  the  growing  produce  will  he  fwelled  hj 
die  advantages  to  the  planters  of  Grenada,  amounting  to  800,000!. 
I  take,  therefore,  the  probable  growing  produce  of  the  confolidated 
fund,  at  1,500,0001.  In  addition  to  this,  and  independently  of 
the  voluntary  contributions,  a  tax  was  laid  in  the  laft  felfion  of  Par- 
liament upon  the  exports  and  imports,  founded  upon  the  peculiar 
lituation  of  our  trade  as  it  then  flood:  That  tax.  Sir,  has  not 
only  yielded  to  the  full  amount  of  what  I  efti  mated  it  at,  but  had 
even  exceeded  it ;  and  I  have  the  fatisfia£Uon  of  finding,  that  now, 
when  that  trade  is  brought  to  the  ted  of  a  duty  upon  the  declara- 
tions of  the  parties  themfelves,  allowing  them  indulgences,  and 
granting  them  a  dedudion  of  ten  per  cent.,  I  hflve>  I  repeat.  Sir, 
the  fatisfa<Sion  of  ftatiilg,  that  the  total  amount  of  our  exports  and 
imports  exceeds,  in  a  large  degree,  the  largeft  fum  that  any  man 
ever  yet  ventured  to  ftate  upon  the  fubjedl.  That  duty  I  eftimated 
to  produce  the  fum  of  i  ,ioo,oooL  I  have  the  bed  reafon  fidr  be- 
lieving that  the  adiual  produce  of  it  ^ill  be  much  beyond  that  fum. 
In  addition  to  this  duty  upon,  exports  and  imjiorts,  and  which,  as 
far  as  can  be  done  without  diminiHiing  our  refources,  which  muft 
be  contemplated  with  the  greateft  exultation,  becaufe  they  prove  the 
extent  of  our  commerce,  in  addition  to  that  duty,  now  that  the 
whole  trade  of  the  Weft  Indies  is  centered  in  this  country,  a  reduc- 
tion may  be  made  with  advantage  to  the  nation  in  thd  large  fums 
paid  upon  drawbacks,  and  bounties  upon  exports.  Into  this  fub- 
jcd,  however,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment. I  mention  it,  becaufe  it  will  make  an  increafe  to  the  tax 
upon  exports  and  imports,  which  I  have  every  reafon  to  believe  will 
amount,  with  that  increafe,  to  1,700,000!.  I  have  thus  enume- 
rated the  principal  articles : 

The  land  and  malt  ^.  2,750,000 

Lottery  200,000 

The  growing  produce  of  the  confolidated  fund     1,500,000 
The  tax  upon  imports  and  exports  1,700,000 


Total     £.  6,150,000 

The  remainder  of  the  fum  is  that  which  muil  be  raifed  eidier  by 
a  tax  within  the  year,  in  the  fame  i^anner  as  the  afieflcd-tax  bill 
of  laft  year,  or  by  a  loan.  It  will  be  tc  be  confidered,  how  the 
Committee  will  divide  that  remaining  fum  between  them.  The 
fum  to  be  provided  for  is  upwards  of  twenty-three  millions.  Gen- 
tlemen will  recoiled,  that  in  the  debates  upon  die  fubjedt  of  dir 
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aflefled  taxes  lad  feillon^  two  fundamental  principles  wiere  elhblifhed 
as  the  rule  by  which  we  (hould  be  guided  in  providing  for  the  fup- 
plies  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  year.  Thefe  were,  firft,  to  reduce  the 
total  amount  to  be  at  prefent  raifed  by  a  loan  ;  and  next,  as  far  an 
it  was  not  reducible,  to  reduce  it  to  fuch  a  limit  that  no  more  loan 
(hould  be  raifed  than  a  temporary  tax  fhould  defray  within  a  limited 
time.  In  the  firft  place,  the  tax  acceded  to  by  the  Houfe  lad  feC- 
fion  was  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  for  the  fupplies  of  the  yiear  ; 
:)nd  in  the  next  place,  for  the  purpofe  of  extinguilhing  the  loan 
raifed  in  that  year.  But  from  the  different  modifications  that 
were  made  in  thebill/and  from  theincreafed  eftimates  of  fervices^ 
the  whole  amount  to  which  it  was  limited,  as  a  (iiiking  fund,  wsis 
confined  to  the  fum  of^  eight  millions  fterliclg.  The  original  efti* 
inate  of  the  fum  was,  as  I  have  before  faid,  neceflarily  diminifhed 
by  the  hiodifications  ;  but  in  the'  courfe  of  the  year,  other  means 
Were  forced  to  be  adopted  as  fubftitutes  for  thefe  modifications ;  the 
total  fum,  therefore,  taken  credit  for  in  the  ad  of  appropriation  for' 
the  amount  of  the  afiefied  taxes,'  the  voluntary  contributions,  and 
the  duties  on  exports  and  imports,  is  no  more  than  feveil  millions. 
Ixi  the  eftimate  which  I  fubmitted  to  the  Comthittce  of  Ways  and 
Means,  I  ftatcd  the  probable  produce  to  be  feveii  millions  and  2k 
half.  Sir,  it  is  a  fatisfa<Siion  to  me  to  think  that,  though  many 
dcdudtions  have  been  made  in  the  coUefiion  of  the  aflfelTed  taxes> 
from  the  latitude  given  tb  evafion,  if  not  to  fraud,  yet  that,  never- 
thelefs,  with  all  thefe  difadvantages,  the  total  of  the  fum  at  which 
I  ftated  the  tax  will  be  completely  realized  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  amount  of  the  aflTefled  taxes  will  be  fouf  millions.  I  efti- 
mated  it  at  four  millions  and  an  half;  Another  fuiti,  naturally,  Slr^ 
much  more  conjectural  in  its  amount,  has  turned  out  different  from 
the  eftiniare  on  the  other  fide  of  the  account ;  and  if,  on  the  one 
hand,  I  did  not  calculate  the  poiTibie  evafions  which  the  undue  in- 
fluence and  latitude  afforded  by  the  bill  Would  give  rife  to  ;  if  t 
did  not  forefee  that  many  wauld  take  advantage  of  that  infiuence, 
though  under  fuch  circumfiahces  of  the  country,  and  at  fuch  a  mo- 
ment; yet,  on  the  other  hand,  I  turn  with  pride  and  exultation  to 
this  ftriking  contrail,  that  the  fum  which  will  have  been  produced 
by  the  voluntary  contributions  will  amount,  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
including  what  has  been  received,  not  from  this  country,  dot  from 
this  ifland  alone,  but  from  all  the  dependencies  of  the  country^ 
which  have  (hewn  that  they  deferve  the  relation  in  which  they 
fiand  to  it,  will  have  amounted,  I  fay.  Sir,  by  the  end  6f  the  year, 
to  the  fum  of  two  millions.  Adding  to  thefe  coutributions  the  du- 
ties upon  exports  and  imports,  the  total  amount  will  be  found  td 
\7^.    vTiT  r% 
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be  feven  millions  and  a.  half.  Satisfadory*,  however,  as  it  is  to 
me,  to  look  at  this  ;  pleafed  as  I  am  to  contemplate  the  amount  of 
the  voluntary  contributions,  I  believe  it  will  be  neceffary  for  mc  to 
(late,  that  though  the  general  principle  which  we  eftablifhed  lad 
year  has  been  confirmed  as  to  its  wifdom/and  policy,  yet  that  more 
eSedlual  rneafures  mud  be  adopted  to  meet  the  wifhes  and  the  in- 
terefts  of  individuals,  and  to  promote  the  real  interellsof  the  coun- 
try. After  all  the  various  objefiions  made  to  the  meafure  lad 
year,  that  which  moft  dwelt  upon  the  minds  of  thofe  Members  who 
had  conceived  no  original  objedlion  to  the  principle  of  railing  the 
fupplies  within  the  year,  was  the  probable  inequality  of  its  opera- 
tion, and  the  poflihility  of  cvafion  and  fraud.  I  felt  it  at  that 
time  to  be  my  duty,  if  it  were  not  poflible  to  find  out  a  meafure 
capable  of  meeting  all  forts  of  property,  to  take^  that  which  appeared 
to  be  the  moft  practicable,  and  to  go  to  the  largeft  extent.  I  did 
feel  it  to  be  materially  dcfirable  rather  to  take  fome  vifible  criterion 
of  property,  than  to  invefligate  the  circumftanccs  of  individuals ; 
yet  I  felt.  Sir,  that  though  I  had  taken  the  largeft  poflible  vifible 
criterion,  I  had  taken  one  which  was  not  equal  to  the  wealth  and 
incomes  of  individuals.  It  has  appeared  that  the  general  calcula- 
tion was  erroneous  ;  that  the  means  allowed  for  obtaining  abate- 
ment, without  the  means  of  frcih  inquiry,  have  led  to  a  greater  dcfal- 
cation,  not  from  the  edimates  produced,  but  from  the  real  fum  wanted, 
than  was,  I  believe,  in  the  comtemplation  of  any  perfon  whatever, 
and  though  what  we  have  all  feen  has  confirmed  us  in  the  opinion 
of  tlie  neceflity  and  wifdom  of  raifing  a  large  part  of  the  fupplies 
within  the  year  ;  yet  a  view  of  all  that  has  paft,  and  the  general 
opinion  of  the  kingdom,  will  lead  to  the  fame  conclufion,  that  fume 
more  effedual  meafures  are  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  purpc^e  of 
preventing  thofe  frauds  and  evafions,  which,  I  am  concerned  to  fay» 
are,  in  fome  meafure,  difgraceful  to  the  country,  injurious  to  thofe 
individuals  who  have  contributed  their  jud  proportion,  and  highly 
detrimental  to  the  great  objedt  of  gaining  an  ample  fupply  within 
the  year.  I  take  it  therefore  as  an  efiabli(hed  principle,  that  fome 
meafures  are  neceffary  to  prevent  thofe  evafions,  which,  while  they 
have  left  tbofe  who  have  fhewn  themfelves  the  mofi  honourable  and 
fair  to  pay  the  full  tenth  of  their  incomes,  have  left  many  others  of 
equal  power  and  ability,  to  contribute  much  lefs,  or  perhaps  not  to 
contribute  at  all.  If  this  is  likely  to  be  affected  to,  it  will  follow 
that  fuch  evafions  can  alone  be  correQed  by  a  more  Specific  declara- 
tion of  income  than  under  thofe  loofe  provifions  in  the  zA  of  lafl 
feffion,  and  by  furnifliing  fuch  checks  as  may,  as  far  as  poffible, 
enfure  the  accuracy  of  fuch  fpccification.    .  If  this  be  neceffary  f 
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correct  the  abufes  of  the  tax  of  the  lafl  feflTioiiy  it  is  ohvious  that 
Dvhat  is  applicable  to  that  meafure  is  alfo  applicable  to  another  and 
a  larger  principle.  If  the  means  are  devifed,  by  which  any  indivi- 
dualy  under  the  afleflfed  taxes,  can  prove  his  claim  to  abatement, 
the  fame  means  will  enable  u^  to  come^«t  the  knowledge  of' his  in-t 
come.  If  this  be  the  cafe,  and  if  every  man  feels  that  the  evaiions 
arilingfrom  the  loofe  manner  of  allowing  abatements  are  what  con- 
Aitute  a  crying  grievance,  he  will  alfo  have  the  additional  fatisfa£lion 
of  recoljeding,  that  while  the  unpleafant  duty  is  impofed  upon  him 
of  enforcing  the  meafure  of  laft  fcffion,  the  fame  means  will  enable 
him  not  only  to  enforce,  but  to  extend  and  improve  it ;  tnat  that 
which  upon  every  ground  of  reafoning  is  of  itfelf  the'  greateft  na- 
tional benefit,  but  which  has  failed  of  producing  thofe  extenfivc  be- 
nefits that  were  expedted  from  it,  may  be  carried  not  to  the  extent 
originally  propofed,  but  as  far  beyond  it  as  any  man  can  defire  for 
the  prefent  profperity  or  future  credit  of  the  country.  I  wifli.  Sir, 
particularly  to  imprefs  upon  the  minds  of  the  Committee,  that  hav- 
ing found  from  experience,  that  we  are  compelled  to  dcvife  fre(h 
checks,  we  have  found  alfo  that  thofe  fame  checks  will  enable  us 
to  impofe  a  tax  more  equal,  and  more  univerfal  in  its  operation,  and 
therefore  more  juft  and  more  produdive — a  tax  upon  the  principle 
firft  in  contemplation  in  the  la(l  feiBon,  to  be  impofed  upon  the 
ivhole  of  the  leading  branches  of  income.  Sif,  I  am  not  fanguine 
enough  to  fuppofe,  that  any  mode  can  be  devifed  entirely  to  prevent 
evafions,  or  fo  perfed  in  its  operation,  that  no  inequality  (ball  be 
complained  of— All  that  we  can  have  in  .view,  and  all  that  we  can 
effe6t,  is  to  approach  as  near  this  dcfirable  end  as  we  can.  I  truft, 
therefore,  that  the  general  opinion  of  the  country  and  of  the  Com- 
mittee will  lead  to  the  propriety  of  adopting  fome  meafure  for  the 
purpofe  of  defraying  either  the  whole  or  part  of  the  fupplies  within 
the  year,  by  a  tax  as  equal  in  its  operation  and  as  extenfivc  iA  its 
range  as  pofiible.  I  am  aware.  Sir,  that  the  details  of  fuch  a  mea- 
fure will  require  the  moft  ferious  deliberation.  What  I  now  pro- 
pofc  can  only,  as  the  Committee  will  fee,  be  the  leading  features  and 
•the  general  outline  of  it.  In  doing  tlus>  I  am  defirous,  in  the  firft 
place,  of  dating  as  briefly  and  as  accuraitely  as  I  am  able,  all  the 
principal  points. 

It  will  readily  occur  to  every  gentleman,  that  one  of  the  firft  - 
things  in  any  difcretionary  meafures  to  afcertain  the  amount  of  ii\- 
comes,  is  to  determine  what  fpecics  of  commiiTioners  fhall  be  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  ^&.  into  execution.  In  doing  this,  Ifhould 
conceive  the  Committee  will  have  in  w'lcvf  three  principal  obje£lS| 
Firft, |bat  tlie  conuniflioners  (hsfll  be  perfons  as  refpeflable  ib  tUdpii':' 

O  a 
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fituation  and  rank  in  lifcj  as  indq)endent  of  all  real  or  imputed  in* 
iluence,  and  as  likely  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  their  ftations  with 
ability  and  attention  as  pofTible.  I  believe.  Sir,  the  CoRimittee 
vill  be  of  opinion,  that  among  the  commiflioners,  from  whofe  vo* 
lontaiy  fervices  in  the  different  counties  the  country  has  dcrive4 
fuch  benefit,  may  be  expeded  to  be  found  men  who  i^ill  beft  an- 
fwer  the  defcription  I  have  juft  given.  1  believe,  Sir,  alfo,  that  a 
mode  may  be  found  out,  both  for  original  inquiry  and  for  appeal  in 
this  new  a£i,  better  than  any  that  has  hitherto  been  devifed.  | 
fliould  propofe^  that  all  thefe  commiflioners  ihould  poflefs  a  certain 
qoalificacion,  that  they  (hould  have  property  to  an  amount  not  lefs 
than30ol.  a  year;  to  thefe  I  (hould  fuggeft  the  propriety  of  add- 
ing a  certain  number  of  perfons  rcfidcnt  in  the  different  diviflons 
mrho  fhould  poflefs  the  fame  qualification  of  300I.  a  year — that 
fuch  lifts  of  commiflioners  fhould  be  referred  to  the  twp  laft  Grand 
Juries  for  e^ch  county,  who  (hould  feled  a  proper  number  for  each 
divifion,  and  a  fmaller  number  for  appeals.  In  the  great  cities» 
and  in  great  commercial  places,  fome  fpecial  provifions  may  be  nc- 
ccflary.  I  ftatc  this.  Sir,  as  a  general  principle,  liable  to  fubfe- 
qaent  and  ferious  difcuflion.  Suppofing  the  commiflioners  to  be 
appoitited,  the  next  fliape  in  which  the  meafure  prefents  itfelf  to 
pur  contemplation,  is  the  manner  of  bringing  before  the  co^imif- 
lioners  the  firft  view  of  the  charge  which  each  individual  is  to  con- 
tribute, adopting  it  as  a  principle  in  the  fame  manner  as  was  done 
in  the  alTefled-tax  bill,  that  no  perfons  whofe  incomes  are  under 
60L  a  year  ihall  pay  any  thing.  I  propofe  that  every  petfon  (hall 
flfate  what  that  fum  is  which  he  is  willing  to  contribute,  under  a  de- 
claration, that  what  he  fo  contributes  is  not  Icfs  than  one  tenth  part 
of  his  income.  The  difference  between  this  a^id  the  former  plan 
is,  that  inflead  of  a  treble  and  quadruple  affeflment,  the  firfl  charge 
vrill  be  from  the  declarations  of  the  parties  themfelves.  If  they  are 
willing  to  pay  it  without  a  reference  to  what  proportion  it  bears  to^ 
their  income,  they  may  pay  it.  But  the  next  point  to  be  con- 
(idered,  is  in  what  mariner  this  declaration  fliall  be  checked  and 
afcertained.  With  this  view  of  the  fubjefl,  knowing  how  difiicult 
it  is  to  afcertain  the  amount  of  a  man's  income,  I  do  not  think  that 
the  circumftance  of  whether  that  charge  is  or  is  not  fufficient, 
fliould  be  left,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  the  commiffioners  ;  but  that 
other  meaiis  fhould  be  adopted  of  bringing  that  fubjeft  before 
them  ;  and  the  way  I  fliould  propofe  is  not  by  any  general  public 
flatemcnt  of  income,  but  that  it  fhouJd  be  made  the  duty  of  fome 
oflicers  in  each  diftrifl  to  lay  before  the  commiflioners  any  grounds 
9f  doubt  which  they  may  entertain.     Thefe  flatcments  from  Jndi- 
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viduals,  I  propofe,  (hall  be  fent  to  the  furvejo($  of  taxes,  or  fonm, 
other  officers  ap|)ointed  for  that  purpofe,  and  that  they  iliall  only- 
cicprefs  their  doubts,  and  the  foundations  of  them ;  that  thea/  thQ. 
commiffioners  (hall  call  for  farther  explanation. 

When  we  come  to  confidcr,  Sir,  vhat  we  have  hitherto  fecn  ol 
the  operation  of  the  aiTefTed-tax  bill  ^  when  we  recoiled  that  tnucli 
of  tlie  defalcation  has  arifcn  from  the  generality  of  thQ  dfclarationa 
required  ;^  that  perfons  did  not  (late  frotn  what  fources  tl^ir  incomci 
iii'as  derivcdyor  by  what  rules  they  calculated  the  amount  of  it ;  I 
iay.  Sir,  when  we  confidcr  thefe  things,  we  nduft  fee  that  it  haa 
enabled  perfons  who,  if  the  naked  iz&.  were  pcefented  to  ihejxij^ 
would  itart  from  any  thing  deliberately  falfe,  to  give  in  ftatemenu 
thus  loofc  and  vague.    Yet  amidft  all  thefe  con(iderationS|  oumergus^ 
and  notorious  as  the  evalions  under  the  aflefled-tax  bill  have  been,  i(  . 
IS  Aill  a  ground  for  exultation  and  pride  that  the  wealth  and  re-   ' 
fources  of  the  country  have  been  proved  to  be  fo  abundant*     Tho 
check  which  I  (hould  propofe  in  this  new  bill  is,   that  when  thefo 
grounds  of  doubt  have  been  tranfmitted  to  the  comipiflTioners,  they 
(hall  have  the  power  of  requiring  a  fpecmcation  of  income  ariiii^g^ 
from  the  different  branches,  ^and  according  to  the    forms    pre- 
fcribed  in  a  fchedule  to  be  annexed  to  the  a£t.     By  requirix^  the 
blanks  in  this  fchedule  to  be  filled  up  ;  by  demanding  an  account 
of  what  income  a  man  poffefles  under  the  various  heads,  whether  it 
arifes  from  lands,  from  a  profefTion,  or  from  trade  ;  by  prefeixtii^ 
it  in  that  definite  form,  a  inaterial  check  will  be  furnUhed,  and 
abufes  and  evafions  will  be  prevented.     It  will  then  remain  with 
the  commiiTioners  to  determine,,  whether  they  arc  fatisfkd  ;  if  they 
are  not,  I  propofe  that  they  (hould  be  enabled  to  require  another 
fpecification  ;  I  propofe  alfo  to  allow  individuals  to  flate  in  what 
they  have  been  furcharged  ;  when  the  day  arrives  for  that  examina- 
tion>  I  (hould  fuggeft,,  that  an  opportunity  (hould  be  afforded  tp  the 
commiflfioners^  to  hear  the  furveyors  of  taxes,  or  other  oiHcers  ap* 
pointed,   upon  the  grounds  of  doubts  which  they  may  have  tranf- 
mitted to  the  commiffioners  ;  jto  hear  alfo  any  information  from  the 
patty  concerned ;  to  receive  any  amendment  which  he  may  think 
proper  to  offer ;  and  to  examine  fuch  individuals  as  the  comnuf* 
'  (loners  (hall  think  fit.     But  if  they  are  not  fatisfied  with  the 
fchedule  delivered  in,  I  (hould  propofe  that  they  (hould  have  in 
that  cafe  tHe  power  to  proceed  to  examinations  by  oath,  but  that 
there  (hould  be  no  compulfory  power  in  them  to  make  a  man  an- 
iwcT ;  that  there  (hould  neither  be  any  authority  in  them  to  call  for 
books,  or  to  examine  any  msui's  clerks  or  agents.    If,  however,  the 
party  withholds  any  informatk)Q  on  thefe  p(Hnts>  it  (ball  reft  with 
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ii^ittte  iinulk  be  ebnvinccd,  that  what  I  (liall  ftate  iftll  be  With  doubt 
and  uncertainty.  I  (hall,  however,  fubmit  to  the  vit^w  of  the 
Houfe  the  inibrmation  I  have  colleftcd,  the  authorities  With  which 
1  am  fortified^  and  the  grounds  ui)on  which  I  proceed.  And  firft* 
Skj  I  (hall  proceed  to  ftate  what  irthc  firft  great  objeft  of  income; 
I  mean  the  property  derived  from  land.  Upon  this  point  I  have 
confulted  thebe(to{jinions,  and  authors  of  the  moil  acknowledged 
Metit.  Upbnthc  fubjedtof  the  rent  of  the  land  of  this  country ^ 
Sir  William  Petty  is  the  carlieft  author  w^hom  I  havfc  confulted, 
but  upon  whom  I  (hall  not  dwell  much.  At  the  time  he  wrote^ 
the  rent  of  land  was  ftated  at  eight  millions.  In  a  (bbfequcnt  pe- 
f1od»  in  the  beginning  of  this  centuryi  and  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  two  writers  of  credit,  Davenant  and  King,  reprefcnted  the 
rent  of  land  to  be  1 4,000, oool.  However,  they  differed  on  other 
points,  cfi  this  they  both  agreed.  Pofterior  to  that  time  it  was  a 
received  (pinion)  that  a  land-tax  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound  was 
equivalent  to  about  two  (hillings  of  what  would  be  collcdcd  on  {he 
real  rents  of  the  kingrdom,  which  were  flatcd  to  amount  to  twentf 
millions.  Full  twenty  years  ago  this  was  faid  by  a  writer,  who 
was  alfo  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  and  who,  in  a  work  he  wrote, 
cxprefsly  recommended  the  very  principle  which  I  have  fubmitted 
to  the' Cominittec  this  day.,  The  fame  ef^imale  was  ftated,  and 
the  fame  opinion  was  counttnanced  by  the  authority  of  the  celc- 
brnted  author  of  the  Trcatife  on  the  Wealth  of  Nations,  Adam 
Smith.  He  received  it  as  a  ftatcment  generally  admitted,  and  fuf- 
ficiently  proved,  that  the  rent  of  the  land  in  the  kingdorti  was  twenty 
millions  yearly.  In  a  work  pubiifhed  as  long  ago  as  the  year 
1774.,  Mr.  Arthur  Young,  who  had  made  agricultural  purfuits 
his  ftud)',  ha^  advanced  the  fame  opinion.  I^  mention  all  thefe 
aiuthorities,  to  (hew  what  ha«  been  the  amount  of  the  rent  of  land 
at  diffe-ent  periods.  I  ftate  them  alfo  to  (hew  how  great  has  bcdn 
the  increafe  upon  it  within  the  laft  ten  years ;  but  if  any  of  thofc 
authorities  (hould  ftill  not  be  free  from  exaggeration,  the  Conjmittce' 
will  at  leaft  fee  that  atiy  eftimatc  Which  I  may  make  is  not  likely 
to  be  one  which  is  much  beyond  probability.  I  have  had  alfo.  Sir, 
*  the  advantage  of  otlicr  inquiries  made  cxprefsly  by  a  body  who  have 
ifftde  the  cultivation  of  the  land  their  pecilliar  province — I  mean 
the  Board  of  Agriculture.  I  allude  more  particularly  to  one  re- 
port publiihed  by  a  pcrfon  who  made  this  part  of  the  fubjeft  his 
(^udy,  the  report  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Middleton.  All  thefe,  checked 
with  other  examinations,  ftate  the  whole  amount  of  the  cuhivatcd 
land  of  the  country  to  amount  to  little  lefs  than  forty  millions  of 
tfcresi   *  Any  attempt  to 'ftate  what  is  the  average  value  of  thefe 
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forty  millions  of  acres,  muft  be,  the  Committee  will  fee,  irt  its  na-* 
ture  extremely  uncertain.  As  far  as  the  inquiries  I  have  made 
have  enabled  me  to  obtain  any  information,  I  find  that  many  per* 
fons  moft  converiant  upon  the  tubjeQ,  believe  the  average  value  to 
be  fifteen  fliillings  per  acre.  I  (hall,  however)  take  it  at  no  more 
than  twelve  (hillings  and  fix-pence.  In  doing  this,  perhaps,  I  ani 
rather  under  the  mark,  but  I  will  put  the  average  value  at  twenty- 
iBve  millions  a  year.  And  gentlemen  furely  will  fee,  that  when  I 
Itake  the  number  of  acres  at  forty  millions,  and  the  average  value 
at  only  twelve  (hillings  and  fix-pence  per  acre,  the  refult  is  only  ah 
increafe  of  five  millions  beyond  what,it  was  twenty  years  ago,  and 
that  therefore  I  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  very  fanguine  calculator. 
However,  in  this  part  of  the  fubjefl,  I  defire  the  Committee  to 
bear  in  mind>  that  It  will  be  proper  to  propofe  a  redudion  for  all 
under  6ol.  a  year,  and  that  the  fame  modifications  be  admitted  int6, 
this  a6l  as  in  the  aiTefifed-tax  bill— I  mean  the  fcale  of  income 
from  5ol.  to  200I.  a  year,  and  rifing  from  a  hundred  and  twen- 
tieth part  to  a  tenth.  I  mean  on  this  account  to  afTume  a  deduc- 
tion of  oile-fi^)  and  to  fiate  the  taxable  property  at  only  twenty 
millions; 

I  (hall  next  proceed  to  (hte  that  part  of  incoctie  from  land  which 
tielongs  to  the  tenant.  I  prapofe  to  value  every  man  according  td 
his  rent,  making  only  a  deduction  for  repairs.  What  I  (hall 
fuggeil  for  the  farther  confideration  of  the  Committee^  is  three- 
fourths  of  the  rack  rent  which  the  tenant  pay4  to  the  landlord. 
The  value  of  the  iilcome  from  land  which  belongs. to  die  tenant  I 
take  at  nineteen  millions  :  the  income  to  the  landlord,  as  I  have 
before  faid,  at  twenty-five  millions.  Inftead  0/  deducing  only 
bne-fifth,  as  I  have  fuggefted  with  refped  to  the  landlord^  I  (hall 
piopofe  with  refped  to  the  tenant,  to  dedud  two-thirds,  leaving  five 
millions  as  the  taxable  property  of  the  tenants;  The  next  income  . 
arifing  from  land»  is  an  income  which  is  received  neither  by  the 
landlord,  nor  by  the  tenant-**  I  mean  what  i«  received  from  tithes. 
This  is  an  income  enjoyed,  as  the  Committee  know,  either  by  lay 
impropriators,  or  by  the  clergy,  The  fiatements  of  the  amount  of 
the  titles  are  different ;  but  I  eftimate  the  value  of  them  to  be  five 
million's.  If  gentlemen  fuppofe  the  amount  of  the  cultivated  land 
in  the  country  to  be  forty  millions  of  acres,  and  the  average  valuQ 
to  be  tweAty^five  millions,  they  will  find^  I  believe,  my  valuation , 
to  be  very  moderate :  it  is  alfo  Mn  Arthur  Young*s  flatement. 
Upoif  this  fub[e6i  of  tithes,  I  propofe  to  allow  adedu£tion  of  one- 
fifth,  though,  perhaps,  I  may  be  confidered  as  ftating  the  redu£lioii 
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loo  largely ;  but  gentlemen  will  confider  the  allowance  to  be  made 
for  poor  livings. 

Another  (jpecies  of  property  is  that  which  arifes  from  mines,  and 
horn  (bares  in  canals.  There  is  alfo  another  property  which  I 
bave  not  included  in  the  rents  of  land,  I  mean  the  property  arifing 
fiom  the  fale  of  timber.  I  take  all  thefe  three,  the  mines,  canals^ 
and  timber,  at  three  millions. 

Another  fpecies  of  rent  is  that  received  for  Houfes.  I  propoTe 
to  proceed  upon  the  rate  which  was  followed  in  the  aft  of  laft  fef- 
fion.  The  Committee  arc  aware,  that  to  eftablifli  accurately  the 
rent  of  houfes  has  ever  been  found  to  be  impraflicable,  particu- 
larly of  houfes  of  the  higher  dcfcripticn  of  rent,  which  have  always 
been  undervalued.  Out  of  the  number  of  700,000  houfes, 
250,000  are  calculated  to  pay  to  the  affeffcd  taxes  ;  I  (hall  there- 
five  take  the  rent  of  houfes  at-no  more  than  fix  millions. 

In  the  early  (tatements  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  profits  gained 
by  the  profeirors  of  the  law  alone  are  fiatcd  at  one  million  and  a 
half;  I  cannot  fuppofe  that  they  ate  at  all  dimini(hed.  Allowing, 
befides^  for  all  the  branches  of  the  medical  profclTion,  I  ccJnceive 
that  two  millions  is  a  very  fmall  fum  as  the  amount  of  the  incomes 
arifing  from  the  profeffions. 

The  next  head  of  income  relates  to  the  profits  of  retail  trade  : 
but  there  are  perfons  of  a  certain  defcri prion  with  refpcft  to  whom 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  make  fome  allowance.  The  reduction  I 
ihaM  propofe  to  take  at  one  eigth-  of  the  net  fum  of  the  prqfits  of 
tfce  trade  of  Great  Britain,  after  which  there  will  remain  a  fum  of 
5,000,0001.  applicable  to  the  general  operation  of  the  tax. 

There  will  then  remain  another  article  of  taxation,  which  is 
the  income  fpent  in  fhi»  country  by  perfons  who  derive  it  from 
other  parts  of  the  world ;  and  unquc(tionably  all  who  refide  in  tliis 
kingdom,  and  draw  their  means  from  fourccs  out  of  it,  cannot  be 
dilTatisfied  at  contributing  to  their  own  fupport  and  proteftion. 
Of  this  defcription,  the  only  perfons  I  (hall  think  it  nccc(rary  to 
elHmate  are  thofc  whefe  incomes  arife  from  their  having  property 
iti  Ireland,  and  who  refide  in  this  country,  and  perfons  owning 
eftatcs  iii  the  Weft  Indies,  or  receiving  the  intcreft  of  mortgages  on 
cftates  in  that  part  of  the  world.  With  refpcft  to  thofc  perfons 
whofe  incomes  arife  from  Ireland^  I  have  no  accurate  dat^  in  order 
to  eftimate  the  amount ;  but  I  believe  it  is  the  generally  received 
opinion,  that  the  property  of  perfon^  of  this  defcription  amounted  to 
at  leaft  i,ooo,oool.  a  confiderable  time  fince,  and  now,  from  the 
increafe  of  rents^  it  may  reafonably  be  cftimatcd  far  beyond  that 
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fuml  With  reffcA  to  the  incomes  of  eftates  in  the  Weft  Indie^ 
the  total  amount  cannot  be  eftimaCed  at  lefs  than  7,000,000!.  fier* 
lingy  and  far  the  greater  amount  is  produced  from  the  propehy  of 
perfons  refiding  in  Great  Britain,  who  either  own  cftatesy  or  have 
mortgages  upon  them  for  which  they  receive  intcrcfti  Froftn  loat 
are  to  be  deducted  the  amount  of  the  exports  carried  out,  and  the 
chaise  of  cultivatiilg  the  eftatcs  in  the  Weft- Indies  ;  after  which 
deduction,  I  eftimate  the  produce  of  income  in  the  Weft  Indies  at 
four  n>illionSy  and  I  believe  I  run  no  danger  of  ilatiog  it  too  high% 
Thus  it  appears  I  may  fairly  eftimate  at  fiv«  millions  the  whole 
produce  of  income  arifing  beyond  fcas^  and  enjoyed  by  perfons  in 
this  country. 

I  next  come  to  the  income  arifing  from  perfonal  eflates,  or  from 
the  capital  employed  in  trade^  which  in  fome  is  pofleitcd  in  a  greater 
degree  than  by  others.  With  refpe<S  to  perfons  of  this  defcription, 
public  or  private,  there  can  be  no  difllerence :  and  with  refpeft  to 
thofe  whofe  incomes  arife  from  mortgages,  I  can  (late  no  feparate 
fum,  for  whatever  intereft  is  received  by  individuals,  on  thcsfe^urity 
of  eftates,  is  included  in  the  general  edimate  of  25,000,000!. 

On  one  fpecies  of  income,  there  will  be  no  difference  of  opinion ; 

I  mean  that  ariling  from  capital  vefted  in  the  public  funds.  When 

any  difcuflion  has  talcen  place  in  confcquence  of  any  norion  loofely 

thrown  out,  that  a  tax  on  the  public  funds  would  be  adopted,  no 

man  was  ever  more  prepared  with  his  determined  oppofition  than 

myfelf ;  and  on  this  plain,  fimple,  and  decided  ground,  that  to  pro- 

pofe  a  tax  operating  exclufively  on  that  defcription  of  income,  th^ 

profits  of  a  capital  borrowed  by  Government,  would  be  a  breach  of 

that  fandion  under  which  it  was  lent.     That  to  make  the  perfons 

who  had  lent  it  indiredlly  the  fubje£i  of  a  tax,  when  other  fpecies 

of  property  were  allowed  to  efcape,  Would  be  inconfiftent  with  that 

good  faith  which  Government  had  held  forth  as  the  inducement  to 

individuals  to  repofe  confidence  in  its  meafures,  and  to  rely  that  the 

money  they  had  embarked  for  the  fervice  of  the  public  (hould  not  be 

diminiOied  by  partial  taxation.     But  at  a  time  like  the  prcfent, 

when  a  tax  is  raifing  on  every  fpecies  of  capital,  on  landed  eftatcs,  on 

mortgage,  tnoncj  embarked  in  adventures  of  trade,  or  in  any  other 

way  whatever,  in  which  men  withdi^awing  their  money  ftQm  the 

public  funds  could  apply  it,  in  fuch  cafe  the  man  of  funded  property 

can  have  no  obje£^ion  to  a  tax  on  the  fame  terms  with  others.    We 

have  the  famt  right  to  objedt  to  any  defalcation  of  our  property,  as 

he  has  to  object  to  a  diminution  of  what  the  Government  promifed 

to  fecure  him.      I  mention  this,  not  becaufe  I  think  it  requires  an 

ai^gumentj  that  becaufe  it  is  important  to  ftate,  that  the  principle  of 
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taking  the  public  funds  in  the  way  now  propo(kd,  is  diftind  and 
independent  of  all  thofe  ideas  of  a  feparate  tax»  which  with  ju(Kce 
would  come  under  the  defcription  of  an  excluHve  refumption  cf 
that  which  the  public  had  agreed  tojpay.  Having  faid  this,  I  have 
only  to  flate  the  amount  of  the  inte^eft  of  the  public  funds,  after  a 
dedufiion  which  I  make  with  great  fatisfidtion,  as,  though  it  is  one 
which  nominally,  falls  as  a  chaige  on  the  public,  is  in  fad  an  ob- 
jtSt  of  great  refource,  I  mean  that  proportion  of  dividends  which 
is  appropriated  to  Commiflioners,  and  gonAitutes  a  part  of  the  Snip- 
ing fund.  This  dedu£tion  is'firft  the  original  i,ooo,oool. 
granted  to  the  CommifTioners,  the  amount  of  i  per  cent,  which 
makes  2,ooo,oool.  more,  and  the  value  of  the  dividends  of  the 
Hock  already  purchafed,  which  is  ^near  another  millipn«  After  thcfe 
dedudions,  there  will  then  remain  near  15,000,000!.  conftituting 
the  dividends  of  individuals  pofTefling  funded  property,  from  which 
I  propofe  to  dedudl  a  part,  namely,  from  pqrfons  whofe  incomes  are 
below.  200L  and  below  60I.  the  whole,  which  leaves  a  fum  of 
1 2,ooo,oool.  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  operation  of  the  tax. 
-  Another  fpecies  of  property,  on  the  firft  view,  appears  more  than 
any  other  incapable  of  taxation,  and  which  I  mud  in  many  refpe3$ 
leave  to  be  judged  of  by  the  experiment,  I  mean  the  proBts  of 
trades.  Certainly  as  to  many  branches  of  this  kind  of  inoome, 
there  are  coniiderable  difficulties  ;  but  this  confideration  renders  die 
probability  of  a  ,tax  upon  the  produce  of  trade  being  in  the  greateft 
degree  produdive;  it  is,  that  our  trade  has  become  great  and 
flourifhing.  We  have  by  circumflances  partly  accidental  derived 
peculiarly  the  means  of  availing  ourfelves  of  a  tax  on  a  part  of  our 
trade  which  has  increafed  to  a  pitch  till  lately  unknown— I  mean 
our  foreign  trade.  We  have  had  laid  before  us  an  account  of  the 
exports  and  imports,  the  amount  of  which  not  rcRing  on  lopfe  efti- 
mates,  formed,  as  in  earlier  periods  they  had  ufed  to  be,  arbitrarily 
and  capricioufly,  but  corrected  by  minute  inquiry  made  in  the  courfe 
of  (he  year,  and  information  obtained  from  that  fource  to  which  I 
have  alluded  in  what  I  have  flated  to  the  Committee — I  mean  the 
declaration  of  parties  under  the  tax  on  exports  and  imports  palled 
laft  year ;  and  we  find  they  are  now  much  larger  than  they  were 
ever  before  eftimated  at.  Bcfides  this  criterion,  we  have  another 
way  of  getting  at  the  amount  of  the  exports  and  imports,  which  is 
by  the  tax  impofed  on  property  infurcd  ;  and  it  appears  from  a  re- 
view of  this  tax,  that  for  the  laft  two  years,  (ince  which  time  the 
tax  has  had  cornplete  operation^  that  the  total  amount  of  the  exports 
and  imports  is  not  lefs  than  80  millions  fterling,  that  is,  of  articles 
nfured.     This  amount,  by  a  comparifon  with  the  one  afcertaincd 
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by  the  tax  on  exports  and  imports,  nearly  correfponds.  There  i^ 
however,  one  circumftance  which  may  induce  a  fuppofitlon  that  thia 
eftimate  is  underated,  which  is,  the  confiderabte  foreign  trade  canie4 
on  by  parties  who  adventure  on  their  own  rifquc*  But  eftimate 
the  whole  at  8«,ooo,oool.  The  next  article  on  which  I  propofe 
the  ta'x  to  operate,  is  the  proflt  derived  from  this  capital,  in  eflima- 
ting  what  we  are  to  confider,  not  merely  the  profit  pf  thofc  who 
buy  and  fell ;  not  merely  the  profit  of  the  manufa6kirer  wb©  fells 
to  the  merchant,  or  the  merchant  who  fells  on  his  own  account ; 
but  the  profit  of  thofe  who  export  on  account  of  others.  By  this 
I  allude  to  the  indirect  and  collateral  profits  of  brokers,  and  other 
incidental  profits  that  belong  to  that  mode  of  carrying  on  trade.  It 
was  on  this  branch  of  profit  I  refted  my  opinion,  when  I  fuppofed 
the  profits  of  trade  were  no  lefs  on  an  average  than  1 5  per  cent.  If 
we  obferve  how  many  branches  there  are,  how  many  perfons  make* 
their  profit  of  articles  of  trade,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  in- 
come on  this  fpccics  of  property  can  be  lefs  than  i  2,ooo,oooL 
«  There  then  remains  a  fpecies  of  income  which  much  more  than 
any  other  baffles  a  conje<3ure  ;  I  mean  the  profits  of  the  whole  of 
the  domcftic  trade  of  the  country.  When  we  confider  how  diver- 
fified  this  head  of  income  is,  how  many  make  a  profit  of  different  2lr- 
ticles  from  the  raw  material  to  the  lafi  ilage  of  finifhed  manufac- 
ture—what profits  are  made  not  only  by  the  retail  trader,  but  by 
thofe  in  a  higher  and  more  opulent  line ;  when  we  confider  all 
thefe,  it  is  difiicult  to  form  any  perfe6t  efiimate  ;  but  in  forming 
the  leading  feature  of  the  tax,  I  have  fiated  that  tlie  general  capital 
employed  in  exports  and  imports  is  fuppofed  to  be  8o,ooo,oooI. 
fierling,  of  thefe,  the  exports  of  Britifh  .manufacture  alone,  refus- 
ing from  the  incrcafe  of  our  trade,  fall  not  (hort  of  3o,ooO|00oL 
fterling.  Now  if  that  be  the  value  of  the  manufactures  we  ex* 
port,  I  think,  on  a  fubjeA  fo  doubtful  to  form  an  eftimate  upon  as 
this  is,  no  gentleman  converfant  in  the  bufinefs  of  our  manufadures, 
fuchas  woollen,  cotton,  iron,  hardware,  and  other  branches,  who 
will  afk  himfelf  what  proportion  he  fuppofes  the  home  comfump- 
tV>n  to  bear  to  the  foreign  exports,  but  will  efiimate  it  at  four  times 
above  what  we  export,  which,  according  to  every  fair  inquiry  on 
the  fubje£k  cautioufly  made,  I  believe  is  die  proportion  ;  and  this 
calculation  makes  the  articles  of  Britifh  manufacture  for  home 
confumption  to  amount  to  r  20,000, oool.  Suppofing  the  gain 
upon  them  to  be  put  at  no  more  than  fifteen  per-cent.  without  allow- 
ing for  all  the  intermediate  profits  of  the  perfons  through  whofe 
hands  they  went,  which  I  (hould  efiimate  at  ten  per  cent,  there 
WouM  aifife  a  fum  of  eighteen  millions  on  thofe  articles.  Befides  this» 
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there  would  temain  the  £irther  cohlidenition  of  the  j)rofit$  arifii  _ 
from  the  feveral  lucrative  blanches  of  buGnefsj  an4  thofe  in  which 
artizens  are  engaged-— I  mean  brewemsi  diflilleries,  and  concerns 
of  that  nature,  with  the  profits  made  by-  architects,  mafons,  and 
artificers  of  thofe  defcriptions,  which  pervade  every  country. 
With  refpeA  to  this  head  of  income,  I  conceive  1  have  nothing  to 
guide  me  even  of  the  fame  conjedlural  kind,  as  in ,  the  iaft  in-, 
itance,.  but  I  may  reaibnably  eftimate  it  at  a  fum  not  lefs  thaa 
lo,ooo,oool.  which,,  together  with  what  I  ftated  as  to  the 
amoujnt  of  the  home  articles,  makes  a  fum  of  2o,ooo,oooL 
There  may  be  other  branches  of  income  which  I  have  not  particu- 
larized, but  I  only  wt(hed  to  (late  the  general  fources  of  the  wealth 
of  the  country,  and  in  this  view  I  am  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
tax  on  the  income  of  thcfe  fources,.  according  to  fuch  data  as  I 
can  colle(9:,  can  hardly  be  put  at  lefs  than  as  operating  on 
I  o2,oao>oooI.,  after  allowing  for  all  dedu£lions.  I  (hall,  for 
the  convenience  of  the  Committee,  enumerate  the  different  arti- 
cles making  up  this  amount :  they  are  as  follow,  after  allowing  fbc 
the  nccelTary  dedudions : 

The  amount  of  the  rent  on  land  pofTeffed  by  land- 
lords —  —  — .  £.  20,000,000 
The  amount  of  land  in  the  hands  of  tenants  5,000,000 
The  amount  of  tithes  —  -—  4,ooo,oao 
The  amount  of  mines  and  (hares  in  canals,  cinAer,  &c.  3,000,000 
Amount  of  the  rent  of  houfes  •*—  -^  6>ooo,ooo 
An^ount  of  the  income  ariiing  from  prbfcfTions  ~  2,000,000 
The  amount  of  the  produce  on  the  above  articles  in 

Scotland  —  —  •-.  5,000,000 

Amount  of  income  of  abfentees  from  Ireland  1,000,000 

Amount  of  income  from  the  Wefi  Indies         «—         4,000,000 
Amount  of  intereft  of  funds  ■■■   •  12,000,000 

Amount  of  profit  on  foreign  trade  .  — i^  1 2,000, oop 

Profit  on  home  trade  -*-  «—  28,000,000 


y»  102,000,000 

In  the  la  A  articles  there  are  no  deduAions,  becaule,  I  fuppofe^ 
there  will  not  be  thought  the  Icaft  ncceflity  for  any,  as  the  trade 
will  be  in  opulent  hands.  The  total  is  put  at  one  hundred  and 
two  millions  ;  and  I  therefore  hope  I  may  conBder  myfelf  juftified 
in  the  expedlation,  that  no  lefs  a  fum  than  io,ooo,oooL  b  likely 
to  be  produced,  from  a  tax  of  this  defcription,  if  fairly  coUcdcc). 

Now,  fuppofing  that  ten  millions  is  the  fum  thus  colle£led^  gen- . 
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tiemen  will  recoIle£l|  that  in  the  laft  fcffion  of  Parliament,  the 
afTplTed  taxes  were  the  only  part  of  the  public  refources,  which  were 
mortgaged  for  thc'fuip  of  8|00o>oool.  borrowed  for  the  public 
fcrvice  in  1797.  I  (hould  think  it  my  duty,  therefore,  that  the 
fum  now  propofed  to  be  raifed  in  lieu  of  the  afleffed  taxes  (hould> 
after  its  appropriation  to  the  fupplies  of  the  prefent  year,  remain  as 
a  pledge  for  the  difcharge  of  that  fum  for  which  the  aflTelTed  taxes 
were  a  fecurity,  and  alfo  for  the  difcharge  of  the  loan  of  the  pre* 
fent  year,  beyond  what  will  be  paid  out  of  the  finking  fund.  Taking 
the  aflelfed  taxes  at  four  millions,  they  would  have  been  mortgaged 
for  two  years  after  peace «— and  thus  the  advantage  of  this  meafure  is 
this,  that  no  greater  fums  will  be  raifed  on  any  individuals  than 
thofe  which  have  been  hitherto  paid,  at  leaft  by  fuch  as  have  ren- 
dered the  meafure  of  the  Legiflature  efFefiual ;  they  will  be  relieved 
of  a  greater  ttian  a  proportional  (hare  of  their  burden,  and  the  dura- 
tion of  the  burden  will  not  be  half  the  time.  This  is  a  recom- 
mendation of  the  juftice  and  expediency  which  muft  be  felt  by  the 
people  at  large.  But  it  does  not  flop  here ;  it  looks  anxioufly  to 
the  alleviation  of  the  burdens  of  the  country,  by  a  great  temporary 
exertion  ;  it  looks  to  the  equality  of  the  tax,  and  the  general,  effi- 
cacy of  the  meafure,  confcious  that  on  them  depend  our  fuccefs  In 
the  great  caufe  in  which%e  are  engaged.  That  it  is  to  furnifll  the 
means  of  providing  for  the  debt  created  in  two  years,  within  the 
fame  period  we  formerly  provided  for  the  debt  created  in  one.  In 
the  mode  of  applying  the  fum  now  to  be  raifed,  there  are  difierent 
ways— .the  fum  which  the  aflelfed  taxes'^were  applied  to  difcharge 
lad  year  amounted  to  eight  millions  ;  it  would  be  only  to  borrow  a 
fum  equal  to  the  debt  to  fupply  the  deficiency ;  but  it  occurs,  ^how- 
ever, to  me,  that  a  more  fimple  and  direfl  mode  is,  to  apply  this 
fum,  in  the  firft  infiance,  to  the  fupplies  of  the  year,  but  at  the  fame 
time  to  ena<^,  that  the  tax  (hall  continue  till  it  has  difchargcd  the 
debt  for  which  theaflfeffed  taxes  were  mortgaged,  and  then  to  make 
a  farther  charge  for  what  may  be  borrowed  beyond  what  the  finking 
fund,  will  difcharge. 

Suppofing  this  ten  per  cent,  on  income  produces  1 0,000, oool. 
the  period  when  I  (hould  propofe  it  to  take  effefl  would  be  the  5th 
of  April  next.  I  (hould  propfc  the  repeal  of  the  former  aflfefled 
taxes  at  the  fame  period ;  but  from  the  calculation  I  have  made, 
four  millidns  and  an  half  will  be  raifed  from  the  firft  of  February,. 
1798,  to  the  firft  of  February,  1799.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
more  beneficial  to  the  objed  I  h^ve  in  view  to  commence  the  opera- 
tion, of  this  new  meafure  at  an  earlier  period,  becaufe  of  the  bcnchC 
i>f  the  increafcd  rate  of  taxation  \  but  then;  will  be  the  addition  of 
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what  will  come  in  undef  the  affefled  taxes,  which  will  amount  to 
700,000!.  Thus  there  vltl^  be  raifed  10,700,6001.  But  this  is 
not  applicable  to  the  whole  of  the  fubjedl ;  for  gentlemen  will  re- 
colle6(,  that  the  intored  of  the  8,ooo,ooq  ix>unds  was  alfo 
diarged  on  the  alTeiTed  taxes.  The  intereft  will  Continue  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  to  which  alfo  is  to  be  added  the  intereft 
6f  whatever  loan  may  be  made  this  year.  This  will  amount  td 
about  one  million  five  hundred  thoufahd  pounds  which  leaves  ^e 
fum  of  nine  million  two  hundred  thouiand  pounds,  as  applicable  to 
the  fcrvices  of  the  prefent  year.  This  aid  would  be  all  that  is  nc- 
ceflfary  to  furnifli  the  ways  and  means  for  the  fupplies,  except  as  to 
the  fum  of  twenty-four  millions.  Fourteen  millions,  therefore,  is 
the  fum  neceffary  to  be  raifed  by  loan,  of  which,  however,  four 
rhillions  and  a  half  is  difchargcd  by  the  operation  of  the  finking 
fund,  confequently  nine  millions  and  a  half  is  the  whole  fum  to  be 
added  to  the  national  debt.  1  wifh,  thereft)re,  to  Ia3r^ls  down  as 
a  principle,  that  nine  millions  and  a  half  is  the  fum  to  be  raifed  this 
year,  for  which  I  (hould  propofe  to  charge  as  a  mortgage  the  income 
tax,  after  difcharging  the  former  mortgage.  This  gives  a  general 
view  of  the  amount  of  the  fcrvices  of  the  year,  and  the  ways  and 
means  to  defray  them.  1  have  alfo  (tated,  to  the  bcft  of  my  power, 
the  poflible  amount  of  every  article  prqoofed  as  the  fubjciS  of 
taxation. 

I  am  almoft  inclined  to  think  it  necefTary  to  endeavour  to  convince 
the  Committee  of  the  propriety  and  advantage  of  adherltig  to  the 
general  principle  of  the  meafure  adopted  laft  felfion  of  Parliamenr, 
and  now  propofed  to  be  extended.  If  we  have'feen  the  advantages 
of  that  principle,  imperfe6t  as  its  Execution  was  in  comparifon  to  the 
one  I  now  fubmit,  the  Committee  will  find  fomething  better  than 
rcafon  to  induce  them  to  adhere  to  it — they  will  find  that  their  own 
experience  decides  in  its  favour.  Among  all  the  various  circum* 
(lances  in  which  refides  the  hopes  of  our  enemies  abroad,  of  all  the 
caufes  that  chiefly  aggravated  the  fears  of  thofc  who  were  moft  def- 
ponding  at  home,  there  was  none  which  more  forcibly  operated 
than  the  hopes  on  the  oncf  hand,  and  the  fears  on  the  other,  of  in- 
creafmg  our  funded  debt.  It  was  not  fo  much  the  power,  enmity, 
or  extravagance  of  the  enemy  that  excited  apprehenfion,  that  we 
(hould  trud  to  the  ufual  refburces  of  the  country  till  they  failed  \  and 
that  no  others  could  be  fubflituted  in  their  place,  nithout  danger  and 
itiifchief  refulting  from  them.  We  have,  however,  had  the  (atis- 
fadlion  of  knowing,  that  now,  under  the  accumulated  burdens  of 
protraded  war,  after  a  pedod  of  (i$  years  of  arduous  contcft»  alter 
'vents  alarming  to  the  public  credit  of  the  kingdom^  wo  have  feca 
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after  all  this,  the  country  on  ft  fudden  loufing  herTelf^  and  adopting' 
new  means  of  vigour  and  exertion,  diftinguilhing  herfelf,  and  fur- 
paffing  the  proudeft  period  of  the  Bririfli  hiftoiy.  We  have  feen 
the  credit  of  the  country  and  its  prctenfions  to  fuperiority  in  the 
afiairs  of  Europe  ref^ored  in  a  manner  equal  to  the  juft  expeAations 
and  well-grounded  confidence  of  thofe  who  depended  on  her  ftrength. 
We  have  feen  the  defpondency  of  thofe  who  feared  the  worft  de- 
feated, and  the  hopes  of  thofe  who  thought  for  the  beft,  realized 
by  a  fucceffion  of  events  which  are  the  peculiar  bounty  of  Provi- 
dence. We  have  had  the  happinels  pf  becoming  inftrumental  in  pro- 
ducing the  glorious  change  which  has  taken  place ;  but  let  it  be 
recolledted  that  it^s  not  thofe  events  which  are  the  moft  dazzlifig 
and  ftriking,  that,  perhaps,  have  had  the  lai^eft  (hare  in  producing 
the  favourable  change  in  the  lituation  and  profpeAs  of  the  country. 
The  achievements  of  your  armies ;  the  glorious  proofs  of  the 
prowefs  of  your  fleets,  adding  to  that  fame  which  they  have  ae-p 
quired  in  the  courfe  of  centuries,  are,  indeed,  never  ceaiing  themea 
for  every  Englifliman  ;  it  is  fubjedls  fuch  as  thefe  which  oug[it  to 
be  contemplated  with  enthufiafm,  as  adtions  truly  great  and  valuable 
ten  the  country,  as  they  point  out  the  reliance  to  be  placed  in  the 
eneigy  and  determination  of  Englifhmen.  It  is  adions  fuch  as 
we  have  difplayed,  that  fhew  in  broad  and  glowine  colours  the 
eSk&  of  valour  and  condud,  animated  by  a  love  of  our  country, 
and  every  ^laudable  paOTion  that  can  infpire  the  breads  of  men. 
The  merit  of  thefe  fervices  is  truly  great.  It  is  true  that  the 
achievefkients  of  our  fleets  have  chiefly  produced  the  change  in  our 
fituation,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  Europe.  Ic  is  true  all  this  is  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  fecrecy  and  vigilance  difplayed  in  our  naval  depart- 
ments, the  difpofition  of  our  maritime  ftrength  :  but  they  are  to  be 
afcribed  more  immediately  to  the  tranfcendent,  the  unequaled  abili- 
ties, intrepidity  and  /kill  of  our  commanders,  to  whofe  merits  I 
cannot  do  juftice.  ^here  has  been  fhewn  a  degree  of  fervent  zeal, 
of  perfeverance,  of  ardour,  of  refolution  on  th^  parr  of  Britifh  fea- 
men,  by  which  their  charader  is  raifed  in  the  efiinuition  of  the 
^orld.  But  while  this  valour  and  a£livity  have  averted  the  im- 
pending ftorm  from  a  large  part  of  Europe,  and  have  prevented  its 
gathering  round  us,  while  it  has  produced  the  immediate  falvation 
of  fome  of  the  powers  .of  the  Continent,  and  afforded  the  means 
of  deliverance  to  others ;  while  we  are  juftly  elated  at  having 
brought  abou^efe  great  events,  do  not  let  us  forget  that  die  power 
of  employing  fuch  a  force,  after  we  had  fo  long  continued  the  con- 
teft,  as  has  enabled  us  to  (Irike  the^blow  we  have,  is  to  be  attributed 
rp  the  circumflance  of  our  poflcffing  the  pecuniary  refources  neoef- 
.  Voi.VH.  Q. 
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fary  to  fu^nifli  that  force.  TIic  rcfourccs  for  our  national  defence 
have  arifen  from  the  iirmnefs  and  inflexible  perfeverance  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  from  the  zeaU  magninimity  and  decifion  in  promoting  the 
public  intereOy  which  have  charad^erlied  all  clafles  of  Britifli  fub- 
JG(f>s.  They  have  had  the  fatisfa<5lion  of  being  tnOrumental  in  the 
falvation  of  themfelves  and  the  reft  of  the  worlds  and  of  vindicating 
their  infulted  honour.  We  have  been  enabled  to  do  fo  by  the 
energy  and  the  determination  of  the  Britilh  Parliainenr^  vihich*has 
caUed  forth  ilie  real  radical  ftrengdi  of  the  country ;  which  has 
endeavoured,  as  far  as  poflTible,  to  make  all  men  inilrumental  in 
their  own  fafety ;  which  has  fufFcrcd  no  difficulties  to  deter  us  ; 
which  has  not  only  contrived  that  the  fervices  of  the  people  (hould 
be  voluntar)',  but  that  their  zeal  fliould  accompany  tliem  ;  which 
has  afkcd  from  all  orders  of  men  that  falvage  which  is  due  for  ref- 
cuing  them  from  the  grcateft  danger  that  ever  threatened  them. 

*  Wc  have  fecn  a  mercantile  country,  aduated  by  thofe  fentiments 
which  the  people  of  all  mercadtile  countries  are;  from  their  Iiabits, 
fuppofed  to  poffefs,  arm  themfelves  for  the  defence  of  their  country. 
We  have  happily  feen  them,  without  any  diminution  of  that  mer- 
cantile fpirit  which  furniflics  their  refources,  difplay  the  nohleft  in* 
ilances  of  magnanimity^  and  pcrfons  from  whofe  (ituations  and  ha- 
bit$  it  would  lead  have  been  expedled,-  iliew  a  degree  of  military 
x'j'4l  and  cniiiun;ifm  which  has  given  us  all  the  advantages  of  a  mi- 
litary  nation,  without  any  diminution  of  thofe  other  advantages 
which  are  more  felt  than  clieri(bcd  among  us.  We  now  know  our 
pretenfions,  and  what  we  may  expcd  from  a  juft  perfeverance  ; 
we  know,  that  although  fome  had  doubrs  whether  we  could'con- 
tinue  the  war,  that  we  have  continued  it  with  more  fuccefs  than 
ever,  and  that  wc  are  flill  able  to  continue  it,  with  our  means  im- 

f  proved.  Wha;  would  have  been  our  fituation,  if,  inftead  of  a6ting 
the  p;Ht  wchivc,  wc  had  purchafcdtbe  means  of  obtaining  peace  by 
the  facrificc  of  our  commerce  or  capital,  and  the  induftry  of  our 
coumry  r  I  mtitl  believe  there  is  not  a  man  who  would  be  dif- 
pofed  to  qucfiion  ,\he  policy  of  the  condu6l  which  we  have  adopted. 
When  we  have  the  fatisfaclion  of  knowing  that  by  performing  our 
duty  wc  have  confulted  our  immediate  intereft  as  much  as  our  per- 
ndanent  fecurity  ;  wc  can  have  no  he|itaiion  in  adhering  to  the 
fame  line  ofconduft,  j?nd  of  following  up  that  fyflgm  which  has 
been  produd^ive  of  fo  niucl^  benefit.  I  hardly  believe  that  it  can 
be  oeccd'ary  to  enict  into  much  detail  ^  it  is  cnoug|^  to  (late,  that 
niijtwiihrtanding  the  wealth  of  the  country,  it  is  ncctlUry  we  (houid 
Ih»vc  rccoiirfc  to  other  means  of  wifing  the  fupplies  than  thofe  tor- 
nrerly  refortcd  to.     By  the  incafure  you  have  already  adopted,  you 
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have  convinced  the  enemy,  ynurfclves,  and  the  world,  that  ycu  a/c 
equal  to  continue  the  ftrugglc  as  long  as  your  fafety  requires  it. 
This  is  enough  to  reconcile  every  Britifh  mind  to  the  neccflity  of 
repeating  and  extending  a  meafqre,  which  alone  aiFords  a  hope  of 
bringing  to  a  termination  a   conteft,   in  which  every  thing  dear  to 
Englifhmen  is  at  ftakc.      I  ftiould  feel  that  in  every  poinr'of  pru- 
dence you  are  called  upon,  out  of  regard  to  your  own  intereft,  the 
intereftof  future  times,  to  fandlion  and  give  vigour  to  fuch  a  mca- 
fure.  .  I  (hall  not  now  go  over  the  fame  ground  as  in  the  preceding 
feffion  of  Parliament,  as  to  the  ultimate  economy  of  railing  within 
the  year  (o  large  a  portion  of  the  fupplics.      It  is  enough  that  it  fe 
evident  that  wliatevcr  you  borrowed  under  the  old  fyftem  was  at- 
tended with  ihree-foW  the  expence  more  than  by  the  mode  now 
prefented.      If,  in  addition  to  the  great  political  confequcnccs  of 
fuch  a  meafure,  it  is  alfo  peculiarly  advantageous  to  many  parts  of 
the  communi^,  this  will  add  to  the  arguments  in  its   favour.     Jl 
wmII  be  advantageous  to  the  ftockholder,  by  preventing  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  funds — its  advantages  are  common  to  the  landholder, 
to  whofc  detriment  the  depreciation  of  the  funds  muft  ncceflaril^ 
operate — it  applies  no  lefs  in  favour  of  the  manufad^urcr,  who  of 
courfe  muft  be  attached  to  a  fyftem  by  which  his  income  becomes 
greater  and  more  permanent  in  confequcnce  of  its  efFc6V  on  the  ge» 
Jieral  profperity  of  the  kingdom  by  a  juft  and  wcll-adminiftcred 
fyftcm  of  finance.     But  if  we  were  not  to  confider  the  general  fyf- 
tem  of  finance,  but  merely  the  cffc^  of  the  meafure  of  laft  year, 
we  would  be  perfuaded  of  the  neccflity  of  the  prefcnt  one,  unlefs 
we  (hut  our  eyes  to  what  palTcs  in  the  world  at  the  eventful  period 
in  which  we  live.      If  wc  look  forward  to  the  termination  of  the 
prcfent  war,  or  if,  from  the  contemplation  of  former  periods  of  hif- 
tory,  for  the  laft  hundred,  fifty,  or  forty  years,  we  have  but  loojuft 
reafon  to  expect  a  renewal  of  hoftilities  within  a  (hort  period  ; 
furely  the  adoption  of  a  fyftcm  which  held-  out  the  only  profpeA  of 
alleviating  the  burdens  of  war,  and  confcqucntly  can  only  lead  to  * 
peace  for  ourfelves  and  poftcrity,  ought  not  to  admit  of  hefitation. 
We  have  only  to  hx>k  to  any  future  war — to  a  period  of  fix  years 
*  hoftilities,  and  I  think  there  is  not  that  landed  gentleman,  or  ftock- 
holder, or  merchant,  or  manufadurcr  who  could  be  able  to  pay  ten 
per  cent,  to  the  profecution  of  the  war,  provided  the  fupplics  were 
to  be  raifed  according  to  the  old  method.     The  continuation  of  a 
war  for  fix  years',  fupported  by  fuch  means,  would  render  a  tax 
equal  to  the  one  now  propofcd  permanent  for  forty  years*     Having 
iUted,  in  a  political  and  economical  point  of  view,  how  this  meaflire 
muft  operate  to  the  falvaitton  of  Europe,  and  the  permanent  advan^ 
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tage  of  England,  we  may  judg^  what  would  be  the  efFed  of  raifiAg 
the  fupplies  wholly  by  loans,  without  railing  a  great  portion  of  them 
within  the  year. 

He  then  proceeded  to  expatiate  om  the  advantages  we  (hould  now 
have  enjoyed  if  our  predecelTors  had  adopted  the  plan  now  reforted 
to,  of  raifing  a  confiderablc  part  of  the  fupplies  within  the  year.  In 
fuch  event,  he  faid,  we  (hould  have  found  that  the  annual  fum  now 
obliged  to  be  raifed  would  be  lefs  by  fcveral  millions  ;  and  viewing 
it  in  that  light,  it  would  be  ungenerous  to  let  the  burden  pafs  on  to 
pofierity.  But  it  was  not  neceflfary  now  to  enter  into  nice  calcula- 
^ons',  to  prove  the  fuperiority  of  a  fituatioh  refulting  from  the  early 
adoption  of  fuch  a  meafurc.  If  by  a<^ing  upon  it  now,  we  found 
ve  were  infuring  our  fafety,  and  providing  for  our  defence,  that  we 
vere.eftabliihing  a  wife  and  ufeful  principle  of  economy,  and  lay- 
ing a  foundation  for  our  future  glory  and  the  relief  of  pofterity  ; 
thefe  would  be  confiderations  fufficient  to  recommend  it  to  thofe 
who,  una<3uated  by.  felfifh  views,  carried  their  ideas  beyond  their 
own  times,  and  did  not  meanly  feek  to  (hift  the  burden  they  (hould 
Uphold  to  the  (houlders  of  thofe  who  were  to  come  after  them. 
Thefe  arguments  would  be  fuiHcient,  therefore,  to  dired  us.  We 
were  not,  in  the  etedion  of  the  courfe  to  be  purfued,  determining 
ibrourfelvesonly:  the  deliberations  of  the  £ngli(h  Parliament  were 
not  more  interefting  to  the  people  of  England  than  to  all  the  nations 
of  Europe.  It  was  from  that  Houfe  they  waited  to  receive  the 
fignal  by  which  they  were  to(hape  their  courfe.  It  was  from  Eng- 
land they  derived  the  only  hope  of  fafety  and  fupport ;  it  was  by 
her  aid  alone  thofe  who  had  not  fallen  expeAed  to  maintain  their 
independence,  or  thofe  that  had  funk  beneath  the  power  of  France 
could  be  reftored ;  in  (hort,  we  were  confidered  the  only  people 
capable  of  arreting  that  torrent  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  wifeft 
men,  endangered  the  fafety  of  all  other  nations,  and  threatened  to 
overwhelm  them  in  ruin.  When,  therefore,  the  interefts  of  them- 
felves  and  their  pofterity,  of  England,  and  alfo  of  all  other  nations 
are  at  (lake,  he  was  cotiiident  that,  after  the  difficulties  they  had 
already  encountered,  they  would  not  (hrink  from  theprcfent  arduous 
crifis,  or  re(ign  thofe  titles  to  pre-eminence,  for  which  they  had  been 
already  fo  celebrated,  and  which  were  the  pride  and  glory  of  all  thofe 
who  had  the  honour  of  calling  themfelves  fubjedsof  Great  Britain. 
On  thefe  grotmds,  therefore,  he  would  propofe  a  fet  of  refolutions  on 
the  plan  which  he  had  fubmitted  to  their  condderation. 
"  Refolvcd, 

''  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  fo  much  of  an 
z6t  made  in  the  laft  feffion  of  ParliaiQent,  intitledi  *<  An  A£t  ibr 
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*gnmting  to  His  Majefijr  an  aid  and  contribution  for  the  Profecotion 
of  the  War,"  as  cluiges  any  perfon  with  an  additional  duty  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  the  rates  or  duties  to  which,  prior  to 
the  5th  day  of  April,  1798,  fudh  perfop  was  afleflfed  according  to 
any  afleflment  made  in  fnirfuance  of  any  ad  of  Parliament  in 
force  at  the  time  of  pafling  the  faid  z&  of  the  laft  feffion,  be  re- 
pealed. 

"  Refolved, 

**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  diis  Committee,  that  towards  raifing 
the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  there  be  charged  annually, 
during  a  term  to  be  limited,  the  feveral  rates  and  duties  following, 
upon  all  income  arUing  from  property  in  Great  Britain^  belonging 
to  any  of  His  Majefty's  fubjeds,  although  not  refident  in  Great 
Britain  ;  and  upon  all  income  of  every  perfon  reliding  in  Great 
Britain,  and  of  every  body  politic  or  corporate^  or  company,  fra- 
ternity, or  fociety  of  perfons,  whether  corporate  or  not  corporate,  in 
Great  Britain,  whether  any  fuch  income  (hall  arife  from  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  wherefoever  the  (ame  (hall  be  lituated 
in  Great  Britain,  or  elfewhere ;  or  from  any  kind  of  perfonal  pro- 
perty, or  other  property  whatever  ;  or  from  any  profefllon,  office, 
employment,  trade,  or  vocation  ;  that  is  to  fay. 

One  one-hundred-and-twentieth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame 
ihall  amount  unto  60L  per  annum,  and  (hall  be  under  651.  per 
annum. 

One  ninety-fifth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  (ame  (hall  amount 
to  65I.  but  (hall  be  under  70I. 

One  feventieth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to 
70I.  but  (hall  be  under  75I. 

One  fixty-fifth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to 
75I.  but  (hall  be  under  Sol. 

One  lixtieth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to  80L 
but  (hall  be  under  85I. 

One  fifty- fifth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to 
85I.  but  (hair  be  under  90I. 

One  fiftieth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to  90I. 
but  (hall  be  under  95I. 

One  forty-fifth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  (ame  (hall  amount  to 
95I.  but  (hall  be  under  lool. 

One  fortieth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (ball  amount  to 
looI.  but  (hall  be  under  1051. 

One  thirty-eighth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount 
to  105].  but  (hall  be  under  i  loL 
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One  rhirty-fixth  part  of  fiich  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amcHint 
to  I  lol.  but  (hall  be  under  1 15I. 

One  thirty.fourth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  theiame  (hall  amount 
to  1 1 5I.  but  (hall  be  under  1 20I.  . 

One  thirty- fccond  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount 
to  I  20I..  but  (hall  be  under  1 25I. 

One  thirtieth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to 
125I.  but  (hall  be  under  130I. 

One  twenty- eighth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  tlie  fame  (hall  amount 
to  t3cl.   butfliall  be  under  135I. 

One  twcnty-fixth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount 
to  135I.  but  (hall  be  under  i4ol- 

One  twenty-fourth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount 
to  140I.  But  (hall  be  under  145L 

One  twenty-fccdnd  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount 
to  145 1.  but  (hall  be  under  150I. 

One  twentieth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to 
150I.  but  (hall  be  under  155!. 

One  nineteenth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to 
155I.  but  fl)all  be  under  160I. 

One  eighteenth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to 
160I.  but  (hall  be  umlcr  165I. 

One  fevcntcenth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  (ame  (hall  amount 
to  165I.  but  (hall  be  under  170I. 

One  fixteenth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to 
170I.  but  fliall  be  under  175I. 

One  fifteenth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (liall  amount  to 
175I.  but  (hall  be  under  180I. 

Ont  fourteenth  part  of  .fuch  .income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount 
to  I  Sol.  but  (hall  be  under  185I. 

One  thirteenth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to 
1 85L  but  (hall  be  under  1 90I. 

One  twelfth  parth  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to 
190I.  but  (hall  be  under  195I. 

One  eleventh  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to 
195I.  but  (hall  be  under  200I. 

And  one  tenth  part  of  fuch  income,  if  the  fame  (hall  amount  to 
200I.  or  upwards. 

Mr.TIERNEY  then  rofe  and  faid:— After  the  very  eloquent 
conclufion  of'  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech,  the  Com- 
mittee might  well  cxpcdt  that  nothing  comparatively  worthy  of 
their  attention  could  be  heard  from  me  ;  and  it  is  not  with  any 
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hope  that  they  (hould  think  me  worth  any  'atttnrit>rt  when  com- 
pared to  him  in  eloquence^  that  I  rife.  I  feel)  as  much  as  any  man 
can  feel  for  me,  in  wiiac  I  do  upon  the  prefent  occafion  ;  the  ofcgcdt 
of  which  is,  to  (hew  a  dcfire  to  refift  the  efied  of  what  has  been 
offered  to  the  paflions  of  the  Committee ;  and  which  I  ihould  not 
attempt,  did  I  not  feel  myfelf  impelled  by  a  fen(^  of  duty.  I  agfce 
with  the'  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  decifion  of  this  Houfe 
to-night,  is  not  only  interefting  to  England,  but  alTo  to  all  Europe  ; 
i£  is  becaufe  I  agree  with  him  upon  that,  I  am  fo  delirous  of  deli- 
vering a  few  fentiments ;  but  how  unworthy  foever  I  may  be  of 
receiving  the  favourable  attention  of  the  Committee  on  this  im- 
portant fubjed,  yet  I  (hould  be  forry  that  fu9h  fentiments  as  ht  has 
uttered  to-night  (hould  go  forth  to  the  world  as  the  unanimous  feil-^ 
timentsof  the  Briti(h  Houfe  of  Commons. 

I  did  not  mean  to  fay  any  thing  this  night  on  the  fubjed  before 
the  Committee,  becaufe  I  thought  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
meant  only  to  (late  the  fubjedt  of  a  tax  upon  income,  and  that  the 
ample  detail  of  it  was  to  have  been  referved  to  a  future  day ;  that 
lie  was  not  to  go  into  the  fubjedl  fo  much  at  length  as  he  has  done 
to* night ;  and  therefore,  I  confefs,  I  am  not  prepared  to  contend 
with  him,  for  without  preparation  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  able  at 
any  time  to  contend  with  him.  There  arc,  however,  fome  obfer- 
vations  which  I  am  now  ready  to  make.  On  the  fupply  there  is 
one  thing  which  occurs  to  me,  at  the  firft  glance  of  this  bulinefs, 
which  is,  that,  fuppoGng  we  have  only  one  budget  this  year,  and 
that  we  have  heard  already  of  the  whole  of  f he  fupply,  it  will  then, 
as  they  Hand,  exceed  by  more  than  two  millions  the  fum  voted  ifor 
the  lad  vear.  I  know  that,  on  this  occafion,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  may  fay,  that  this  year  he  has  had  better  means  of  form- 
ing his  calculations  on  the  articles  of  expenditure,  as  well  as  va- 
rious other  ^events.  But  if  he  (hould  fo  tcU  me,  and  promife  fo- 
Icmnly  not  toalk  for  more  money  in  the  courfeof  the  fefTion,  and 
vet  afterwards  demand  a  great  deal,  it  would  not  furpriz«  me,  for  it 
would  jiot  be  the  Brft  time ;  but,  however,  I  hope  he  will  keep  his 
word,  and  that  the  People  of  England  (ball  not,  in  1798,  be  twice 
burdened  for  1799. 

With  regard  to  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  faid 
with  refpcdt  to  tiie  finking  fund,  I  have  nothing  to  fay  againd  it ; 
neither  have  I  any  thing  to  fay  againd  the  tax  impofed  in  the  laft 
fefTion  of  Parliament  upon  Imports  and  Exports,  which  is  com- 
inoaly  called  the  Convoy  Tax.  He,  aflure's  us,  that  they  will 
produce  one  million  fcven  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  and  he 
allcdges,  that  he  has  fomc  regulations  that  will  bc/pf  public   utility 
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in  that  particular ;  agsiinft  none  of  thefe  prints  have  I  any  thing  to 
nige.  Leaving,  then,  all  thefe  points,  I  come  to  the  great  one 
which  is  now  before  us— I  mean  the  tax  upon  Income ;  upon  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  expeds  either  fupport  or  filcnce 
from  this  fide  of  the  Houfe,  for  fo  his  addrefs  to  the  Committee  to- 
night indicated.  To  this  I  anfwer,  he  cannot  expcA  fuppprt ;  he 
can  hardly  cxpeA  filence  fiom  me  ;  becaufe,  having  oppofcd  the 
affefled  uxes  as  I  did,  it  would  be  ftrange  that  I  flioold  be  (ilcnt 
upon  a  meafure,  which  is,  in  my  opinion,  infinitely  nx>re  dcftruc- 
tive,  eveh  than  that  deftruSive  meafure.     But  that  is  not  all ;  for 

I 

I  coniider  what  the  ctkA  is  of  this  Houfe  agreeing  to  any  principle 
laid  down  by  that  right  honourable  gentleman.  This  Houfe  agreed 
laft  year  to  the  principle  laid  down  by  him  in  his  aflefled  taxes,  but 
the  Houfe  had  not  then  the  idea  of  going  the  length  which  he 
i»w  propofes ;  they  thought  the  whole  meafure  had  better  been 
abandoned  altogether,  than  that  it  (hould  caufe  the  difdofure  of  the 
condition  of  every  perfon  in  the  kingdom.  I  know  thefe  were  not 
the  words  ufed  by  any  Member  in  the  Houfe,  but  they  do  not  con- 
tain more  than  the  fenfe  and  feeling  of  the  Houfe  laft  year  when 
that  fubje£t  was  under  difcuflion ;  and  fomethingUke  the  words  was 
very  current  firom  this  fide  of  the  Houfe ;  but  now  the  Minifter, 
having  got  the  Houfe  to  recognize  the  principle  of  his  afifefled  taxes, 
is  emboldened,  and  goes  a  fiep  farther,  and  propofes,  that  the  Houfe 
ihould  follow  him ;  that  propofition  the  Committee  have  now  be- 
fore them,  and  I  will  venture  to  alledge,  that  even  he,  confident  as 
he  was  in  the  majority  that  has  always  fupported  him,  would  not 
have  ventured,  laft  year,  to  have  l^id  before  this  Houfe  the  monffaxHxs 
propofition  which  is  now  before  us.  But  he  fays,  '^  You  need  not 
make  any  difclofure  of  your  condition  in  life."  Whtt  then  ?  If 
the  difclofure  I  do  make  be  not  fatisfiiAory,  has  not  the  Commif- 
fioner  power  to  increafe  the  duty  on  me  according  to  his  difcrcrion  ? 
and  all  thefe  proceedings  are  to  depend  upon  the  evidence  of  an  in- 
famous informer.  By  fuch  evidence,  and  in  fuch  a  way,  Commif- 
fioncrs  are  to  tax  us  at  their  option.  They  are  to  fay,  from  fuch 
fources  of  information,  what  the  refpeAable  merchant  of  the  city  of 
London  (hall  contribute  to  the  defence  of  the  State ;  unleis  he 
chufes  to  difclofc,  to  the  fatisfadion  of  an  informer,  the  whole  cop- 
dition  of  his  affairs.  To  fuch  a  propofition  I  cannot  aiTent.  3ut 
that  is  not  all ;  for  if  this  Houfe  agrees  to  that  propofition  now,  is  it 
too  much  to  fay  upon  experience,  if  this  tax  does  not  come  up  to  the 
fyfiem,  a  general  difclofure  of  all  property  muft  take  place,  and  that 
too  in  the  courfe  of*the  very  next  year  ?  I  fay,  does  not  experience 
warrant  us  in  coming  to  that  conclufion  ?      * 
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I  took  the  liberty,  laft  year,  of  oppofing  the  meafure  now  before 
the  Committee  under  another  name,  and  with  a  lofs  difagrceable 
afpedt  than  it  bears  at  prcfent.  That  meafure  was,  in  appearance, 
lefs  difagreeabic  than  this  ;  by  that,  a  man  was,  in  fome  meafure, 
allowed  to  withdraw  from  luxury  ;  but  here  there  is  nothing  of  the 
kind  allowed  in  any  ihape.  I  oppofed  that  meafure,  becaufe  I 
thought  it,  as  I  do  ftiU,  very  opprcflive.  I  faid  it  was  a  tax  on 
income  ;  the  anfwer  was,  that  it  was  not  a  tax  on  income,  but' that 
it  wjs  the  beft  mode  of  coming  at  property  to  fupport  the  State^ 
This  feems  to  be  a  bolder  meafure ;  for  it  puts  a  tenth  of  the  pro- 
perty of  England  in  requifition- — a  meafure  which  the  French  have 
followed,  in  the  career  of  their  revolutionary  rapine,  and  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has;  with  all  his  eloquence,  juftly 
branded  with  the  hardeft  epithets ;  ofily  it  is  a  little  unfortunate  that 
he  (hould  imitate  what  he  took  fo  much  pains  to  render  deteftable. 

Another  reafon  I  have  for  opposing  this  meafure  is,  that  I  do  not 
think  that  our  refources  are  in  fuch  a  Aate  as  to  render  it  neceflfary. 
I  do  not  like  to  hold  out  any  ideas  of  defpondency  in  our  finaiKial 
afBirs.  I  do  not  think  them  in  a  ftate  fo  defperate  as  to  juftify  this 
^an  of  indifcriminate  rapine  ;  for  a  plan  of  indifcriminate  rapine, 
in  my  opinion,  it  is :  I  fay,  I  do  not  think  our  refources  are  in 
fuch  a  ftate  as  to  juflify  a  tax  generally  upon  income  ;  the  thing  is 
in  its  nature  unjuft,  becaufe  it  is  in  its  nature  unequal.  It  is  of 
9II  things  the  moft  unequal.  Does  the  Minifter  mean  to  fay,  that 
a  perfon  poflTeffing  an  income  for  life,  only  of  a  certain  fum,  and 
another  jperfon  of  the  fame  income  which  he  derives  from  the  in- 
tereft  of  bis  own  capital,  are  equally  rich,  and  can  bear  the  fame 
faxes?  A  widow,  for  inftance,  who  lives" only  upon  a  penfion, 
and  a  peHon  whofe  capital  brings  htm  in  the  fame  money  by  way 
of  intereft  ?  .Certainly  not ;  the  thing  is  too  palpable  to  be  ar- 
gued ;  zAd  yet,  by  this  plan  of  making  income  the  ftandard  of 
wealth,  thefe  two  perfons  will  be  made  to  pay  alike.  But  then  the 
Minifte  get^  over  all  thefe  as  minor  obje6) ions.  He  fays  boldly 
at  once,  "  There  muft  be  fome  injuftice  after  all ;  and  the;  only 
thing  that  can  be  done  is,  to  take  care  that  the  injuftice  (hall  be  as 
little  as  pofTible ;  that  he  has  brought  it  as  near  to  juftice  "as  he 
dan."  To  which  I  Sinfwer,  That  may  be  his  beft  method  of 
bringing  meafures  before  us,  but  it  i^  not  fuch  as  I  ought  to  vote 
for ;  and  thereby  give  up  the  domeftic  comfort  of  the  moft  refpec- 
table  part  of  the  community— upon  the  principle  therefore,  of  this 
meafure,  I  am  bound  to  oppofe  it.  BeGdes,  the  event  may  happen 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  fo  eloquently  antici- 
pated to-night,  namely,  a  choice  between  this  meafore  and  utter  de- 
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ftru6Hon  ;  it  will  then  be  time  enough  to  affeht  to  this.  At  jjrdent 
we  are  in  no  fuch  ft^te ;  and  we  Ihould,  in  my  opinion,  refift  Txith 
fneafures  until  we  are  in  fuch  a  ftaie,  for  nothing  but  fuch  an  alrerna- 
tive  can  juftify  fuch  an  adoption ;  at  all  events,  I  rtiuft  have  it  in  My 
power  to  fay  to  my  tonftituents,  before  I  adopt  this,  that  every 
other  refource  has  been  applied,  and  fexhaufted.  Now  I  cannot  fay 
that,  for  there  arc  others  yet  uiitouched,  which  ought  to  ^o  before 
this  meafure  is  rcforted  to.  There  are  many  valuable  things  under 
the  church  eftablifliment  (not  in  the  fmalleft  degree  beneficial  to  re- 
ligion, but  to  fwell  out  the  pomp  and  pride,  and  imaginary  great- 
ncfs  of  fome  inflated  individuals,  which  ought  to  be  brought  in  aid 
of  the  public  burdens.  The  individuals  poflefling  thefc  things 
ought  to  be  made  to  contribute  their  full  (hare.  The  corporations 
aifo  aiic  liable  in  the  fame  manner,  as. I  conceive — [Hfcre  a  cry  of 
"  Hear  !  Hear !  Hear  !"]  Mr.  Tierney  proceeded.  I  do  not 
precifely  undcrftand  what  gentlemen  mean  by'  this  fort  of  vocJftra- 
tion.  I,  for  my  own  part,  would  not  take  the  property  of  any 
body  of  men  as ^  facrifice  to  the  ftate  altogether;  but,  when  you 
tell  me,  that  violent  hands  muft  be  laid  on  the  property  6f  the  pub- 
lic, then  I  will  tell  you,  it  ought  to  take  another  direction,  and,*I 
am  now  pointing  out  to  you  that  direSion.  This  tax  i^  faid  to  fall 
nearly  equally  on  all  forts  of  property.'  That  is  not  true  ;  Ivvill* 
tell  you  a  property  on  which  it  does  not  fall;  bn  the  prbpeifty  i)f  a 
certain  defcription  of  ftockholdcrs,  or  what  may  be  called  the  leadthg 
London  gentlemen,  a  defcription  of  perfons  extremely  well  krtown, 
whofe  patriotifm  is  mucheftcemed  by  the  Chancellor  of  th«  Exche-^ 
quer.  Thefe  gentlemen  can  pay  off  any  tax,  without  burdening  • 
themfelves,  indeed,  the  greater  the  taxes  are,  the  riche^  they'  be- 
come,  and  they  never  fucceed  better  than  when  the  Mihifter  fgc- 
ceeds  in  taxes.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fays,  that  this  ^ 
jplan  will  not  caufe  the  funds  to  fall,  but  will  occafion  theln  to.rife> 
fo  if  any  gentleman  pofleifes  ao,booI.  in  the  funds,  hj|p  fbrtiine  may 
improve  by  this  duty.  If  you  rife  the  flock  I  fay,  for  inflance,  '2  per 
cent,  he  will  make  a  large  fum  of  money  by  his  capital ;  fo  that,  in- 
Head  of  taxing  thefe  gentlemen,(who  by  the  way  are  the  mbft  able  to 
bear  it),  you  will  increafe  their  fortunes,  while  you  ruin  others  be- 
yond the  power  of  redemption.  Whereas  your  plan,  to  be  worth 
any  thing,  ftiould  compel  the  monied  men  to  take/  at  Icaft,  their 
fhare  of  the  public  burdens.  I  know  that  thefe  obfervations  do 
hot  apply  to  the  mafs  of  ftockholdcrs,  but  I  do  fay  they  apply  to  thofe 
whoni  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  always  chufes  to  favour  ;  I 
mean  thofe  who  are  called  the  monied  men  of  the  city. 

But  there  is  another  point  to  be  donfideted|  and  it  will  foon  turn 
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QOttp  be  an  anfwer  to  the  declaration  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-^ 
chequer^  upon  the  utility  of  his  plan  to  the  public,  and  the  prote<nion 
it  is  to  afToid  to  property  ;  which  is,  that  under  it,  the  lahule  pro- 
perty of  England  will  foon  .fhift  hands.  I  know;,  that  to  a  dry 
financier^  that  is  matter  of  no  concern  ;  it  is,  to  him,  of  no  moment, 
to  whom  the  property  belongs,  provided  it  produces  a  given  fum  to 
the  revenue*  but,  there  are  others  who  will  fee  indefcribable .  mif- 
chief  arifing  out  of  it^  and  will  feel  it  too.  Nor  is  it  diiScult  to 
conceive  how  this  may  happen  ;  for  the  great  mafs  of  the  property 
of  the  country  may  change  owners  in  the  courfe  of  fix,  feven,  eighty 
or  nine  years*  That  will  make  a  great  diflFerence  in  the  ilate  of 
the  country  itfelf ;  for,  if  the  rich  man  in  the  city  buys  the  fmall 
elbtBs  of  a  number  of  gentlemen,  (which  will  be  one  of  the  opers^ 
tions  of  this  plan),  al^ough  the  efiate  will  be  the  fame,  and  the 
revenue  the  fame,  yet,  the  condition  of  whole  diftrids  of  inhabi- 
tants, will  be  materially  altered.  When  a  gentleman  of  fmall 
fortune  fells  his  efbte,  let  him  get  ever  fo  much  for  it,  there  are 
evils  arifing  from  that  fale  to  (bme  parts  of  his  family,  which  are 
never  to.  be  avoided,  nor  adequately  defcribcd.  This  is  a  point 
which,  although  it  may  be  beyond  the  comprehenfion  of  fome 
itvppicd,  ipcn,  is  yet  weU  worthy  the  attention  of  this  Houfe. 

If  I  bad  not  known  the  found  of  the  voice  o(  the  Chancellor 

*of  the  Exchequer^  fp  vydl  as  I  dO)  or,  if  I  had  not  had  the  pLeafuijp 

of  fedi^  him  oppofite  to  me,    I  (hoqld,   from  the  fenfe  of  his  di£- 

'CourfC}  have  thought  it  was  fomebody  who  came  into  the  Houfe  to 

iepr(9acb  the  Minifter  for  bis  eftimates  for  the  laft  five  years.     I 

■t  could.  bardJ;^  have  fuppofed,  from   what  was  faid  to-night  againft 

addins  perpetual  taxes,  and  increafing  the  capital  of  debt,  indead 

9f  caiung  large  fupplies  within  the  year  to  prevent  the  accumulation 

of  the  capital  of  the  debt,  came  from  the  fame  man,  who  has  in- 

^  creafed  continually,   for  the  lad  five  years,  the  permaoeiu  taxes  ; 

Vho  has«  in  that  time  alfo,  added  150  millions  to  the  capiul  of 

the  national  ^ht ;  I  fliould  have  thought  alfo,  when  I  heard  him 

vaunting  upon  the  integrity  and  proud  fpirit  of  his  country,  and  the 

d^(pcration  and  pcrfiJjoufnefs  of  the  enemy,  that  he  was  (jpeaking 

.  of  a  Minifter,   who  never  degraded   himfclf  fo  far  as  to  negotiate 

yf'Mh  the  French  Republic.     I  am  not  calling  in  queftion  his  fincc- 

rity ;  but  I  ani  calUng  inquedion  his  rccollc£tioh,  when  I*  he^i*aii,d 

fee  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  .of  1798  cenfures,  fo  un- 

n^crcifully,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  1796. 

The  Minifter  has  been  pleafcd  to  tell  us  in  very  lofty  language, 
what  Europe  will  thinfc  of  our  proceedings.  I  am  not  bound  to 
care  b  much  for  what  Europe  may  thinki  as  what  the  people  «f 
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England  muft  feel  from  our  proceedings — I  am  a  repreientative  of 
the  People  of  England,  not  a  Member  of  the  Congrefs  at  Raftadt. 
In  my  confcience  I  do  believe  it  is  by  peace^  and  by  peace  only,  the 
Britiih  empire  can  be  fecure  ;  not  fuch  a  peace  as  may  be  had  on 
any  terms,  llill  lefs  on  di(honourable  terms,  bur  on  peace  faiily  to 
be  underftood.  I  am  as  anxious  as  the  Minifter  can  be  for  the  fe- 
curity,  and  the  profpcrity,  and  the  glory  of  England  ;  but  when,  as 
he  eloquently  fays,  the  People  of  England  **  pay  for  the  falvage 
**  of  their  fecurity  "  I  mean  that  they  (hould  pay  for  that  falvage, 
and  for  that  only,  not  for  the  fuppofedintereft,  or  the  fuppofed  ho- 
nour of  others.  There  was  a  time  when  I  could  have  heard  this 
language  with  patience,  but  when  the  people  are  told  openly,  as  they 
arc  now,  that  this  is  ^ot  a  war  for  our  own  honour,  our  own  pHvi- 
leges,  our  6wn  intercft,  or  our  own  (afety,  but  that  we  are  embark- 
ing in  it,  for  the  fuppofed  honour,  the  fuppofed  privilegCB,  the  fup* 
pofed  intercft,  the  fuppofed  fafety  of  Europe  ;  I  (hould  be  unwor- 
thy the  (ituation  I  am  in  ;- 1  fhould  betray  my  truft  if  I  did  not 
lif^  up  my  voice  (infignificant  as  I  am  in  this  Houfe)  againft  a  mea- 
furc,  when  fuch  aVe  avowed  to  be  its  objects.  Whenever  anjr 
Tneafure  whatever  is  propofed  that  tends  to  keep  up  the  dignity  of 
the  Britiih  empire,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  always 
find  me  thjowing  afide  all  political  differences,  and  fupporting  him. 
On  that  ground  I  gave  him  my  fupport  upon  the  vote  of  the  navy 
eftimates.  It  was  without  lofing  (ight  of  that  ground  thJit  I  hefi- 
tated  about  the  eftimates  of  the  army,  and  which  I  then  ftated.  I 
hope  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  nothing  in  view  in  this 
vote  which  he  now  propofes,  but  the  fecurity  of  England  i  and  I 
can  hardly  think  that  any  Minifter  will  be  hardy  enough  to  order  a 
iingle  man  to  go  out  of  this  country  for  any  continental  purpofesj 
or  ftill  more  for  the  fuppofed  interefts  of  other  ftates.  They  have 
none  of  them  any  claims  upon  us  that  renders  that  a  duty  in  us  ; 
the  more  efpecially  ftill  when  he  recoIIe£ls  that  fuch  is  the  ftate  of 
the  Britifh  empire,  that  a  party  of  the  land  force,  conftitutionally 
belonging  to  Great  Britain,  is  now  in  Ireland — Until  we  arc  in  a  def- 
perate  fituation,  I  hope  we  fhall  not  have  any  vifionary  expeditions* 
I'dm  aifured  we  are  not  in  that  ftate  at  prefent.  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  oppofe  this  plan  upon  its  principle.  Perhaps  when  the 
claufes  of  the  bill,  by  which  the  refolutions  will  of  courfe  be  fol- 
lowed up,  come  to  be  laid  before  us^  and  the  blanks  come  to  be 
filled  up,  I  ftiall  enter  more  at  large  into  the  fubjcd): ;  but  I  could 
not  leave  the  I4oufe  fubjcfl  to  the  fufpicion  that  I  was  overpowered 
in  my  judgement  by  the  mere  eloquence  of  the  Minifter,  and  flill 
kfs  (hould  I  be  willing  to  have  it  underftood,  that  i  agreed  with 
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him  on  th6fe  pcnnts  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  maintain  his 
principle. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  iar  as  his  calculations  and 
forelight  could  enable  him' to  judge,  he  did  not  expe6l  ,that  hefiiould 
be  obliged  to  call  on  Parliament  for  a  greater  fupply  than  had  now 
been  laid  before  them  in  the  enumeration  of  the  ways  and  means. 
He  wiflied  it  however  to  be  underflood,  that  by  this  aflTertion  he  did 
ilot  preclude  himfelf  from  calling  for  a  farther  fum,  (hould  unfbre* 
feen  circumftances  or  emergencies  make  it  neceifary,  neither  was  it 
to  preclude  him  from  calling  for  a  vote  of  credit. 

Mr  TIERNEY  faid,  that  he  hoped  he  perfeflly  underftood  the 
riglht  honourable  gentleman,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  fupplles,  the 
ufuaPfupplies  he  meant,  of  the  navy,  army,  &c.  were  now  before  the 
Houfe,  and  that  no  farther  demand  would  be  made  except  the  vote 
of  credit,  whatever  might  be  the  amduntof  that  vote. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  repeated^  that  he  was  not  aware  of  any 
other  demand  that  his  prefent  view  of  circumftancea  would  render 
neceflary.  He  could  not,  indeed,  pretend  to  perfeA  accuracy  in  the 
general  detail  of  what  he  had  advanced  ;  but  he  could  fay  with 
perfeA  truth  that  he  had  no  intention  of  bringing  iiorward  any  fu* 
ture  demand,  except  that  which  he  had  already  ftatcd. 

The  refolutions  were  then  agreed  to»  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 


T*uejday^  Dicember  4. 

Motion  was  made  for  bringing  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Sir  JC^HN  SINCLAIR  faid,  as  the  fubjeft  that  was  now 
about  to  be  fubmittcd  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  was  of  the 
nioft  eflential  confequence,  and  etnt^raced  the  greateft  poflTible  va* 
riety  of  intqrefls,  it  was  his  opinion  it  (hould  meet  with  the  (ulleft 
and  moft  mature  difcuiTion.  He  would  therefore  hint  the  propriety 
of  the  Houfe  being  called  over  previous  to  their  ultimate  determtna« 
tion  on  this  quef^ion.      '    • 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that,  for  more  rcafons  than  one,  *hc 
did  not  rife  lad  night  to  deliver  any  opinion  upon  the  nature  and 
tendency  of  the  meafure,  which  was  now  to  occupy  thCattention  cjf 
the  Houfe.  In  the  firft  place,  he  was  not  fo  vain  as  to  prefume 
that,  at  a  moment  when  the  minds  of  gentlemen  mud  have  been 
dazzled  and  biaifed  \yy  the  very  brilliant  and  eloquent  fpdech  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him  (the  Chancellor  of  tl}e 
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Exchequer)  any  oUicrvations  of  his  i«oul4  have  had  the  Icatft 
weight.  In  the  fecond  place,  he  was  anxious  to  bcftow  a  due  dc* 
gree  of  attention  upon  the  fubje6^,  and  coolly  examine  whether  the 
prcfcnr  fcheme  of  finance,  before  he  attio^npted  to  entec  upon  the 
difculKon  of  it,  wereiikcly  to.  operate  to  the  advantage  or  injury  of 
the  country. 

.  Before  he  proceeded  to  give  his  fcntlments  upon  the  principles  of 
the  plan,  he  could  not  but  remark  how  often  the  financial  proje^is 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  proved  abortive*  With 
refpcdl  to  the  fliop  tax,  ne  was  eager  and  earned;  but  it  had  beea 
abandoned.  He  was  no  Icfs  fanguine  in  his  hopes  of  the  watch  tax, 
but  he  had  been  compelled  to  relinquifh  it:  and  aUhou^  it  had 
V^n  repealed,  yet  a  murxal  blow  had  been  given  to  that  bi:aiich  of 
corpmerce,  from  which  it  would  probably  never  re<K)ver.  To  the 
fchome  of  the  afleOed  taxes  lad  year  the  right,  honourable  gentle* 
nun  was  as  fondly  a^d.  firmly  wedc^tsd.  The  bill  was  ufhcred  into 
tbe  Houfe  with  the  warmed  epcomiuois,  and  with  the  greatedcpo^ 
iidence  in  its  prod uiStlvenefs  and  fuccefe.v  but  he  no^  finds,  and 
CQnfcirc^s  that  this  rcfptircc  has<  failerJ^  or,  at  lead,  has  fallen  (hort 
of  the  lofty  cxpedtationii  he  h^  forreied. 

The  firli  c()nridcrafi()rt  to  which  this  fubje<SI  natur^iUy  g^jvc  rifr 
Wiis,  whether  it  Wim\*\  be  advantageous  to  raife  a  confidejable  por- 
tion of  the  fuppli'-s  \vi:nin  the  year  or  not.  For  his  own  ^ct,  bfi 
ncknowlcd^ed,  chat  when  the  mcaiurc  of  the  airelTcd  taxes  was  under 
the  difcuirjon  of  thelK/UJe,  he  had  felt  great  doubts  whether  pcrfc- 
vciance  in  tl.c  funding  fydem  would  not  be  attended  with  the  moft 
f.it.il  coiikcjucncts  ;  anJ  hence  he  had  grounded  his  oppofitioji  to 
tl>nt  rncafurc,  not  on  the  inipolicy  of  raifing  the  fupplies  to  a  can- 
fi.Icnblc  c>:ti,nt  witliin  the  year,  but  on  its  rct^fofpeiflivc  opet^tion 
nnd  r'p^)rciTi.(:  ctllJis.  All  pcrfons,  he  believed,  agrc!?d  tliat  it 
would  have  been  a  Inppy  thing  for  the  country  if  the  funding  fydem 
hid  never  bt  en  rcfortcd  to  at  all,  and  if  the  cuftpm  had  always  been 
adopted  of  raifing  the  fupplies  within  the  year.  The  funding 
fyftcm  has  been,  if  not  the  parent,  at  lead  the  fodererof  many  un- 
nLCcffary  wars  ;  which  wars  might  have  been  prevented,  if  thcfup- 
pjics  ncccflary  for  maintaining  them  hacf  been  called  for,  and  raifed 
x^  iihin  the  year — for  if  the  people  were  made  to  feel,  on  the  break- 
ing out  of  a  war,  the  full  prclTurc  of  the  burdens  which  it  was 
lihely  to  draw  down  upon  th(  #i,  they  would  not  be  fp  eafily  deluded 
as  they  arc  m>\':  ;  or  fo  patiently  made  the  fport  and  tool  of  a  Ml- 
Tj'.'cr's  ambition.  Such  are  the  evils  which  might  have  been 
avoided,  h^d  the^  funding  fyl^cm  never  been  adopti^d;  and  |f  it 
\vcrc  r.rolongcd  beyond  the  prcfent  period,  when  the  national  debt 
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was  enormous  Tind  tire  taws  fo  bunfcnfomc,  'It  was  impofl?bTc  to- fay. 
where  the  trkifchicf  would  end.  L:<rge  loans  wou^^  dciTcfs  the 
ftocks ;  the  publfc  woaW  fmw  yr^r  to  year  bormw  upon  ftltl  higher 
intereft:  hfttcfe  the  tixes  r  oatd  incrcafe  ,  the  Minil^er  would  be 
able  to  borrow  nt>  more  ;  the 'People  would  be  broken  down  with 
the 'weight  of  their  burdens;  and  national  bankruptcy  and  ruin  be 
the  roniequenec. 

Great  alio,  Vn' his  opinion,  were  the  evils  which  would  rcfult 
frohi  endeavouring,  andcr  the  prefent  circunrjftances  of  the  country, 
to  raifc  the  fopplies  within  the  year.  The  middling  ranks  would 
be  opprcffed  and  annihilated ;  they  would  be  compelled  to  rclin- 
qui(fi  the  (ituation  which  they  were  wonf  to  fill  in  the  Country  :  in 
a  xnord,  >hcy  tnuftceafe  to  form  a  diftinft  clafs  in  the  communicy, 
V  c  two  orders  only  would  henceforward  be  difcoverable  ;  that 
©r  f  he  eminently  wealthy,  and  ofthe  miferably  indigent.  More- 
Over,  by  forcing  fo  large  a  futn  of  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  indi- 
viduals within  the  year,  perfons  in  general  would  be  under  the  ne- 
cefllty  of  pradtifing  the  mod  rigid  fyftem  of  economy,  which,  by  , 
diminifliing  tonfumptlon,  would  injure  manufa6lures,  and  confe- 
quently  Icffen'that  revenue,  from  which  the  iheans.of  paying  the 
public  creditor  arc  derived.  Between  thefe  two  evils,  the  evil  '6f 
perfcvcring  longer  in  the  funded  fyftem,  and  the  evil  of  the  prefent 
attempt  to  raife  a  great  part  of  the  fupplies  within  the  year,  he 
could  not  well  balance  his  mind  ;  and  if,  therefore,  he  had  not  other 
grounds  for  rejefling  the  prefent  mcafore,  he  (hould  feel  himfelf  at 
a  lofs  to  decide  what  vote  he  (hould  give  this  ifight.  Thofe  grounds 
it  was  now  his  duty  to  ftate,  that  he  might  appear  juflified  to  the 
Houfe  for  oppofing  the  bringing  up  of  the  report. 

He  hoped  he  might  be  allowed  to  inquire,  what  would  be  the 
cfFcvSt  of  making  dther  expenditure,  income,  or  property^  the  bkfis 
of  taxation.'  If  expenditure  be  made  the  criterion,  then  the  ava- 
ricious capitalift  would  not  pay  his  due  proportion,  but  the  weight 
would  fall  on  him  ^ho,  in  confequence  of  having  fpent  more  than 
Ue  could  well  afford,  Was  le^fV  liable  to  fupport  it.  If  Income  be 
taken  as  the  tcft,  theni  the  tax  would  operate  with  glaring  inequa- 
lity. The  man  who  hadan  incoftieof  loool.  per  annum  afiOng 
from  capital,  and  the  man  who  gained  the  fame  annual  fum  by  a 
profeflion  or  by  bufinefs,  furely  ought  riot  to  be  afleflTcd  in  the  fame 
degree.  If  two  merchants  had  each  a  thoufand  a  year  from  their 
cornmerce,  they  Ought  not  to  be  taxed  alike  :  becaufe  the  one 
might  be  obliged  to  apply  a  greater  proportion  of  his  income  than 
the  other,  to  the  repair  or  buildings,  or  machinery.  If  properh 
only  be  taxed,  it  m^ht  be  argued,  that  (l^ofc  who  Wd^  the  grcateft 
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property  might  not  have  the  greatefi  income  ;  and  that  the  ncceflary 
erpenditure  of  two  perfoos,  who  had  equal  property*  might  be  very 
different.  On  thcfe  grounds  he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  bdieve, 
that  either  property,  income,  or  expenditure,  (hould  folely  and  ex* 
dufively  be  taxed  ;  fuch  a  bafis  of  taxation  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  highly  unjuftifiable ;  and  the  mod  unexceptionable  one  that 
conld  be  laid,  ought  to  be  formed  out  of  a  combination  of  the 
whole  three.  The  individual  ihould  be  rated  according  to  the 
property  he  pofiefled,  the  income  it  produced,  and  the  degree  of  ex^ 
pendituref  which  his  fituation  in  life,  the  fize  of  his  family^  or  other 
confiderations,  might  demand. 

Befides  the  objedion  he  had  already  offered  to  a  tax  upon  in- 
come, he  had  others  extremely  llrong  and  forcible :  it  was  a  tax 
which  would  flrike  with  peculiar  force  at  induftry  and  the  fruits 
of  induftry,  while  indolence  was  left  untouched  and  encouraged — 
and  what  muft  be  the  natural  confequcnce  of  this  difcouragement  of 
induilry  i  Does  it  not  tend  to  weaken  that  elaflicity,  and  relax 
thofe  fprings  which  give  life  and  adlivity  to  every  branch  of  trade, 
commerce,  agriculture,  &c.  &c.  ?  The  merchant  is  accuftomed 
annually  to  convert  a  part  of  his  profits  into  capital.  If  the  tax- 
gatherers  call  for  a  portion  of  thofe  profits,  he  muft  devote  lefs  to 
the  increafe  of  his  reprodudive  ftock.  Thus  the  prqgrefs  of  our 
trade  would  be  obftru6led.  There  was  a  paffage  in  Sir  James 
Steuart*s  celebrated  work  on  Politieal  Economy  fo  appropriate,  and 
at  the  fame  time  fo  very  (hurt,  that  he  hpped  he  might  be  permitted 
to  read  it.  <'  As  to  the  pure  profits  on  trade,*'  fays  that  eminent 
writer,  *'  although  they  appear  to  be  income,  yet  I  confider  them 
rather  as  (lock,  and  therefore  they  ought  not  to  be  taxed.  They 
refemble  the  annual  (hoots  of  a  tree,  which  augment  the  mafs  of 
it ;  but  are  very  difierent  from  the  feed,  or  fruit,  which  is  annually 
produced,  and  is  annually  feparated  from  it."  Thefe  (hoots  the 
Minifter  was  ix>w  lopping,  and  thus  the  growth  of  the  tree  would 
be  checked :  a  few  years  hence  he  would  probably  cut  down  the 
tree,  that  1^  might  the  more  eafily  lay  his  band  upon  the  fruit. 

Such  were  a  few  of  the  obje£lions  ^hich  prcflcd  upon  his  mind 
againft  the  principle  of  the  propofed  tax,  and  they  appeared  to  him 
infuperable. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  farther  fai<^,  that  he  had  not  ftated  this  tax  to  b« 
a  violation  of  the  public  faith  to  the  fiockholder,  becaufe  he  did  not 
view  it  in  that  light.  Undoubtedly  there  was  a  claufe  in  all  the 
loan  a6b,  fecuring  to  the  public  creditor  his  dividends  '^  free  from 
all  taxes,  chaiges,  and  impofitions  whatever."  But  from  the  mo* 
-nent  the  money  had  found  its  way  into  the  pocket  of  tlie  ibck- 
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holder,  from  that  moment  it  bet!ame  liable  to  taxation.  H$  would 
put  a  cafe*.  Sappofe  a  peribn  had  ^n  income  entirely  derived  from 
the  ftockSj  an  incxxne  upon  which  he  fupported  a  handfome  fabufe, 
carriage,  &c.  If  it  were  argued  that  fuch  incomes  ought  not  to 
be  taxed,  becaufe  they  confided  of  dividends  arifing  out  of  the 
public  funds,  it  would  follow  that  fuch  perfon  ought  not  to  pay  the 
fax  for  his  carriage,  or  for  any  of  the  artides  of  confumption. 
Neither  had  he  infifted  upon  another  cafe,  namely,  that  all  perfons 
from  200I.  per  annum  and  upwards  (hould  pay  a  tenth  part. 
Surely  it  was  upon  the  face  of  it  the  mod  flagrant  injuftice  to  take 
lol.  per  cent,  from  the  man  who  poifefled  but  200I,  per  annum, 
while  he,  who  rioted  in  the  enjoyment  of  40,000!.  yearly  income, 
paid  no  more.  He  (hould  not,  however,  prefs  this  matter  now, 
becaufe  in  the  Committee  an  afcending  fcala  might  be  propofed,  and^ 
he  hoped,  adopted. 

With  refped  to  the  mode  of  levying  this  tax,  he  wifhed  to  ob- 
tain fome  information.  He  b^ed  to  know  whether  the  com- 
mUfioners,  employed  in  fettling  the  afTefTment,  were  to  have  a 
poundage,  or  a  ftipend,  like  the  commlflioners  for  the  redemption 
of  the  land  tax,  out  of,  and  proportionate  to,  the  fum  collected. 
This  would  undoubtedly  z&  as  a  ftimulus  upon  the  minds  even  of 
the  refpeAable  perfons  who  were  to  be  feleded  ibr  that  purpbfe,  to 
force  up  the  tax  to  the  highefi  amount.  Befides,  how  vexatious 
muft  it  be  for  him,  or  for  any  man,  who  thought  himfelf  fur- 
chaiged,  to  lay  open  his  pfbperty  even  to  a  commiflioner  of  the 
higheft  honour  and  character !  In  this  light  furely  the  meafure  was 
cruel  and  oppreffive,  and  carried  with  it  all  the  l^ideous  features  of 
a  requifition. 

As  to  the  produ6tivenefs  of  this  new  financial  projedl,  he  would 
not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  it  was  calculated,  in  fome  refpedls.  to  bring 
}n  more  than  the  late  ad  for  augmenting  the  afleflfed  taxes.  Many 
perfons,  who  did  not  under  that  2l&  pay  a  tenth,  becaufe  they  were 
not  rated  to  that  amount,  would  now  become  liable  to  pay  the  full 
tenth  of  their  incomes.  Befides,  as  the  oath  of  the  parties  was  not 
to  be  final  and  conclufive,  but  the  door  was  to  be  left  open  to  far- 
ther inqufry,  fo  many  would  not  run  the  rifque  of  committing* 
perjury.  But  whatever  the  right  honourable  gentleman  may  think, 
methods  may  be  fourul,  in  many  cafes,  of  defeating  the  operation  of 
the  new  fcheme.  Suppofc  a  perfon  co  have  an  edate  which  is 
mortgaged,'  and  to  follow  a  profefliion — he  now  pays  the  intereft  due 
to  the  mortgagee  out  of  the  rent  of  his  land,  and  lives  upon  the  re- 
mainder joined  to  the  profits  of  his  profefliion — when  this  bill  is 
paffed  he  will  fay,  I  will  contrafit  my  expenccs,  and  live  upon  the 
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profits  of  my  profeflion  merely,  and  place  my  eftate  in  the  hands 
of  trufteesy  with  a  power  to  devotq  the  whole  rent,  not  only  to  the 
payment  of  the  accruing  intereft»  but  to  the  gradual  redudtion  of 
my  capital.  By  thus  reducing  his  income,  he  is  lefs  affeiSed  by 
the  tax.  Is  he  not  free  to  chufe  whatever  method  he  plealics  of 
difcharging  his  debts  r 

Mr.  Hobhoufe,  before  he  concluded,  begged  to  fay  a  few  w<ords 
on  the  ufes  to  which  the  millions,  propofed  to  be  raifed  by  this 
tax,  were  to  be  applied :  it  was  for  the  continuance  of  what  was 
called  a  jufi  and  neceJJ'ary  war.  On  the  propriety  of  thefe  epithets,  he 
had  long  ilnce  expreffed  his  opinion  to  the  Houfe ;  and  when  a 
proper  opportunity  was  afforded,  he  (hould  again  (late,  that  he  oon- 
fidered  the  war,  in  its  origin,  as  unjuft,  as  unnecciTary,  and  as  an 
a£l  of  aggreiTion  on  our  part ;  and  that  many  opportunities  had 
been  lod  of  bringing  it  to  a  fortunate  conclufion.  But  fuppofii^  it 
certain  that  the  war  could  not  now  be  terminated,  it  was  to  be  car- 
ried on,  he  faw,  upon  a  plan  the  moft  cxpenfive  and  the  moft  un- 
wife :  we  were  not  only  to  fubfidize  foreign  powers,  but  al(b  to 
fend  over  bodies  of  our  troops  to  co-operate  in  their  military  expe- 
ditions. He  was  forry  to  be  compelled  to  ufe  a  (Irong  and  coarfe 
cxpreflion,  but  really  he  did  not  expcdl  to  hear  any  thing  fo^bfurd 
from  N^inifters  as,  that  after  the  fatal  experience  and  fatal  fruits  of 
all  their  errors,  they  would  now  propofe  fo  monftrous  a  fchenoe  of 
taxation,  and  that  merely  to  gratify  the  Quixotifm  of  delivering 
Europe  from  the  yoke  of  France. 

For  thefe  rcafons  he  (hould  oppoTe  the  bringing  up  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  C.  W.  TAYLOR  faid  it  went  to  propofe  a  tax  upon  in- 
come, and  the  obvious  operation  of  fuch  a  tax,  mufi  lead  to  an  in- 
quiry and  expofure  of  the  flate  of  each  perfon*s  income  ;  it  was  his 
opinion  that  this  inquiry  (hould  take  place  before  the  bill  went  to 
be  put  in  force  ;  the  appointed  period  for  wliich  he  underftood  tabe 
the  5th  of  April  next.  He  would  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  the  pro- 
priety of  appointing  the  CommifTioners  immediately,  that  they 
might  receive  the  ftatements  which  the  bill  went  afterwards  to  re- 
quire, and  fuch  voluntary  declarations  of  income,  as  merchants  par- 
ticularly would  be  inclined  to  make  before  any  inquiry  was  infti- 
tuted  ;  for  merchants  would  doubtlefs  agree  even  to  larger  fums 
from  their  own  voluntary  impulfe,  rather  than  after  inquiry  perhaps 
to  be  compelled  to  cxpofc  their  books.  The  plan,  in  his  opinion, 
was  a  good  one,  and  it  was  but  juflice  to  the  ftockholder,  to  make 
every  exertion  to  raife  the  funds.  The  flockholders  ought  princi-. 
^Mly  to  be  confidered,  for  in  the  fixth  year  of  the  wa)-,  the  price  of 
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land  continued  as  high  as  ever,  v^hile  the  ftockholder,  at  many 
periods  of  it,  had  loft  near  one  half  of  his  property.  The  flock- 
holder  was  often  compelled  to  fell  out  flock  at  any  price,  for  the 
purpofes,  for  example,  of  paying  legacies,  marriage  portions,  &c. 
Thus  he  may  be  under  the  neccffity  of  felling  at  53,  or  perhaps 
44,  what  he  bought  in  at  98  ;  while  the  landholder  now  may  re- 
ceive as  high  a  price  as  at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  there  would  be  no 
delay  in  appointing  the  Commiflioners,  and  as  to  voluntary  decla- 
rations of  income,  there  would  be  a  claufe  in  the  bill  for  admitting 
them. 

Mr.  JONES  was  a  friend  to  the  principle  of  the  meafure,  but 
he  feared  its  execution  would  involve  many  difficulties  and  incon- 
veniences. He  indeed  lafl  year  had  the  honour  of  fuggefling  a 
flmilar  meafure  ;  but  notwithflanding  the  brilliant  fpeech  which  flill 
vibrated  in  his  ear,  and  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  opened  his  plan  and  avowed  the  generous  defign  of  fuccouring 
opprefled  Europe,  yet  he  could  not  bind  himfelf  to  vote  for  the  mea- 
fure, (hbuld  the  Commiflioners  be  armed  with  any  power  to  trench 
in  the  leaft  on  the  privileges  of  the  people  of  England;  He  never 
liked  any  thing  that  looked  like  an  Inquifltion.  Theory  and  prac- 
tice were  well  known  to  be  often  at  Variance,  and  though  he  ap- 
proved the  principle  of  the  meafure  propofed,  yet  he  would  not  be 
bound  to  adopt  it  if  its  execution  gave  rife  to  the  difficulties  which 
he  forebodied.  '  At  all  events  he  trufted  that  a  fijl  and  fairer 
dtfcuffion  would  be  given  to  it  than  to  the  meafure  of  the  land  tax 
laftyear. 

Mr.  BUXTON  lamented  to  have  heard  fuch  harfli  terms  affiled 
tothc  meafure  now  propofed  by  his  fight  honourable  friend  ;  it  by 
no  means  called  for,  nor  juflified  them  ;  nor  were  the  other  obfer- 
vations  that  were  thrown  out  by  any  means  applicable  to  the  quef- 
tion  before  the  Houfe,  which  was  merely,  that  the  report  be  now 
brought  up.  He  heard  much  ftrefs  laid  upon  die  words  inquifi- 
torial  poiver  ;  for  his  part,  he  could  not  fee  the  meafure  in  chat 
ltght*-on  the  contrary,  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  plan  as  fair  and 
candid  as  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  propofe.  Thofe 
who  were  to  fuperintcnd  its  execution  were  alfo  of  the  moft  une^ 
ceptionable  charader.  They  were  to  be  drawn  from  that  defcription 
of  perfons  to  whom  are  entrufled  the  execution  of  our  civil  and  cri- 
minal laws— It  was  not  therefore  to  be  fuppofed  that  men  of  the 
firft  confequcnce  in  the  country  would  lend  their  countenance  and 
co-operation  to  a  meafure  that  deferved  to  be  branded  with  the 
epithets  which  feme  gentlemen  had  thought  proper  to  indulge  in. 
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As  to  the  difficulties  attending  it,  they  would  not  be  (bund  greater 
than  thofe  which  at  all  times  embarrafled  meafures  of  fuch  various 
and  compreheniive  operation.  He  la(l  year  propofed,  that  if  a  tax 
was  to  be  laid  upon  land,  a  tax  alfo  (hould  be  laid  on  income  of 
every  fort.  It  was  his  wifli  to  fee  all  property  equally  interefted  in 
the  defence  of  the  country,  and  e<i[ually  to  contribute  towards  the 
proteflion  it  received: — Was  not  this  the  qhjcA  of  the  meafure  now 
propofedi  and  why  refift  it,  unlefs  a  &irer  and  more  efiedual  one 
can  bf  fubftituted  in  its  ftead  i  He  was  ajs  (leady  a  friend  as  any 
Member  of  that  Houfe  to  the  real  liberties  of  the  country,  and 
thofc  who  were  friends  to  thefe  liberties,  (hould  not  grumble  at  &* 
crificing  a  few  of  their  comforts  in  order  to  prote£k  aodfccoie  them. 
It  is  objeAed  to  the  meafure  that  its  objedl  is  to  continue  during  the 
war,  and  that  it  was  intended  to  fubfidize  foreign  powers,  in  order 
to  gain  their  co-operation  againft  the  coipmon  enemy.  This^  in 
his  eyes,  was  no  qbje(Etion  ;  on  the  contrary^  he.  was  bold  to  (ay, 
that  no  Minifter  (hould  be  permitted  to  remain  in  power  in  this 
country,  who  was  not  watchful  in  procuring  ^nd  maintaining  fuch 
continental  connections :  for  ^his  ijHand,  however  proudly  fome  gen- 
tlemen may  be  inclined  to  fpeak  of  its  fufiiciency,  is  and  muft  be 
connected  with  Europe ;  and  if  any  Minifter  neglected  to  keep  up 
that  connexion  by  every  pofTtble  means,  he  (hould  be  pronounced 
guilty  of  high  trcafon,  and  puniihed  for  his  guilt.  If  the  powers  on 
the  Continent  want  money,  the  Miniiter  would  not  be  a  true  friend 
to  his  country  if  he  did  not  endeavour  to  fupply  them.  He  trufted, 
therefore,  that  he  would  have  the  fpirit  to  do  fo,  and  that  nothing 
would  be  left  untried  to  make  all  Europe,  to  a  man,  rife  up  and  op>- 
pofe  the  profligate  ambition  of  an  enemy  that  knows  not  where  to 
flop,  till  he  tramples  upon  the  liberty  and  independence,  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  JONES  explained,  and  faid  that  he  had  not.  the  leaft  ob* 
jeflion  to  the  principle  of  the  meafure. 

The  rcfolutions  were  then  read^  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  in  purfuance  of  them. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  faid,  that  what  .he  was  about  to 
(late  would  n9t>  be  trufted,  detain  the  Houfe  for  any  cbn(iderable 
time.  The  motion  he  was  about  to  offer  to  the  Houfe  wasfo  un- 
objefiionable  in  itfelf,  that  he  did  not  believe  the  Houfe  could  fee 
any  impropriety  whatever  in  it ;  and  he  rather  thought  that  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters  themfelves  would  accede  to  it.  He  (hould  there- 
fore read  it : — **  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  a  lift  of  the 
names  of  all  the  prifoners  confined  under  the  adt  of  the  38{h  of 
his  prefcnt  Majcfty^  cntidcd  '  An  aft  to  empower  His  Majef^  to 
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fecure  and  detain  fiich  peHbns  as  he  (hall  fufpe£l  to  be  confpiring 
Tffivlt  bia  perfon  and  gpvemmenty  together  with  the  nam^  of  the 
prifons  in  which  fuch  peribns  are  confined." 

He  then  faid  he  (hould  not  prefs  this  motion  now»  if  he  was 
given  to  underftand  there  was  the  lead  objedion  to  it ;  he  ihould, 
in  that  cafe,  bring  it  forward  on  fome  future  day. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  the  honourable  Baronet  had  done 
rightly  when  he  determined  to  take  time  before,  he  made  this  mo« 
don,  if  it  was  objeded  to  ;  it  certainly  was  not  a  motion  of  courfe^ 
and  therefore  the  honourable  Baronet  would  now  take  an  opportu* 
nity  of  naming  fome  day  for  the  difcuffion  of  it. 
The  motion  was  thjcn  appointed  for  Monday. 
Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  moved  the  other  order  of  the 
day,  which  was  to  take  into  confideration  four  refolutipns  of.  the 
Committee  of  Supply  upon  the  army  ellimates. 
The  Houfe  proceeded  to  confider  the  refolutbns. 
On  reading  that  which  relates  to  the  fupplementary  militia, 
Lwd  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  fcid,  there   were    force  com- 
plaints upon  this  branch  of  the  public  fervice  in  that  part  of  the 
country  in  which  he  lived.     The  expence  was  fuch  that  the  peo* 
pie  could  not  fupport  it.     There  was  a  great  difiiculty  in  procuring 
fubftitutes,  and  when  procured,  they  deferted  very  frequently.  This 
became  a  very  troublefome  bufinefs  to  that  part  of  the  country. 
He  wiibed  Minifters  to  take  it  into  confideration,  and  endeavour 
lo  find  out  fome  relief. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  he  did  not  know  of  any 
particular  grievance  that  belonged  to  one  part  of  the  country  nx>re 
than  another  in  this  particular.  If  the  noble  Lord  had  any  thing 
to  (xiggcA  by  way  of  rero^y,  he  ihould  be  happy  to  hear  it.  In- 
quiry might,  perhaps,  lead  to  fome  fuggeflions  fot  remedies,  but 
until  ibmething  of  that  kind  tool^  place,  he  knew  of  nothing  that 
could  be  done. 

Thai  lefolution  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Wednejdayy  Decemlir  5, 

Mr.  Chancellor. PITT  brought  in  a  bill  for  repealing  the  af- 
fefled  taxes  of  laft  year,  and  impofing,  inftead  thereof,  a  new  duty 
upon  income  ;  which  was  read  a  fir(t  time. 

On  the  motion  that  it  be  read  a  fccond  time  to-morrow, 
Sir  ROBERT  CLAYTON  faid  his  objca  was  not  to  fupport 
men  but  meafures.     If  he  bad  been  in  the  Houfe  the  other  night, 
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he  (hould  hot  have  agreed  with  a  certain  Baronet  in  the  propriety 
t>f  reducing  the  number  of  feanoen;  he  thought  fuch  a  meafure 
would  by  no  means  have  been  right.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
navy^  we  (hould  not  be  in  the  fituation  we  now  were.  While  wc 
had  fuch  a  navy,  we  had  nothing  to  fear  from  invafiony  notwidi* 
Handing  the  flights  of  a  noble  Lord  in  the  other  Houfe  [Here  he 
was  called  to  order].  He  wi(hed  the  public  money  to  be  advanced 
for  the  navy,  but  he  did  not  mufch  approve  of  giving  it  to  the  army. 
He  never  would  give  his  confent  to  continental  connedtons,  nor  to 
any  loads  to  foreign  Princes — he  did  not  like  fuch  fyflems.  He 
was  againft  Mr.  Pitt,  and  for  Mr.  Fox  [Cries  of  order,  and  the 
Speaker  fignified  it  was  improper  to  mention  names].  He  meant 
that  perfon.  He  wiflied  that  another  perfon  would  attend  Parlia- 
ment ;  he  wiChed  that  Mr.  Fox  [Here  he  was  called  to  order].  It 
was  faid  they  could  not  turn  Minifters  out ;  true,  it  was  difficult. 
The  Oppoiition  oppofed  Lord  North  for  fevcn  years  ;  but  if  they 
'  had  not  attended  and  fucceeded,  they  never  would  have  turned  him 
out.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  prefent  Minifkrs  milconduded 
the  public  affairs,  and  if  a  wifer  policy  was  not  adopted,  he  was 
afiaid  we  (hould  loTe  Ireland  as  we  loft  America.  He  was  againft 
the  plan  of  the  aiTeflfed  taxes  ;  but  he  did  not  fwear  off,  but  paid 
them.  He  believed,  however,  that  much  perjury  had  been  com- 
mitted in  confequence  of  thefe  affeffments.  He  was  no  orator,  and 
knew  not  how  to  fpeak  to  advantage  ;  but  his  confcience  dictated  he 
ought  to  fpeak.  He  was  againft  this  tax  upon  income ;  he  was  againft 
laying  open  all  the  accounts  of  the  trader,  the  merchant,  and  the 
banker ;  it  was  to  him  a  dreadful  thought.  But,  if  it  muft  go  on, 
he  hoped  fomebody  would  propofe  that  only  i  o  per  cent,  (hould  at- 
tach on  500I.  a  year,  and  20  per  cent  upon  a  thoufand,  and  ad- 
vance the  rate  as  we  go  upwards.  If  placemen  and  pen(i6ners 
(hould  fupport  that  plan,  then  he  would  fay  they  were  good  Stated* 
men.  With  regard  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  owned 
he  was  a  very  lucky  Minifter :  for  he  tiever  had  to  open  arfeffion 
but  fome  fucceffes  had  juft  previoufly  occurred  to  his  advantage- 
Indeed  the  prefent  Minifter  reminded  him  of  a  Cat ;  for  tofs  and 
throw  him  as  you  will,  he  always  lights  upon  his  feet ;  he  is  always 
upon  his  legs :  he  begged  pardon,  but  he  wifhed  to  declare  his  pub- 
lic opinion  ;  he  thought  the  country  in  fuch  a  (ituation  that  every 
honeft,  indcpendant  man  ought  to  come  forward  and  deliver  his  opt-; 
siion.  He  (hould  oppofp  this  meafure  in  eveiy  (bige  ;  but  if  the 
Hdufe  (hould  be  determined  to  go  on  with  it,  he  (hould  have  a 
claufe  to  propofe  relative  to  all  places  and  penfions  when  the  bill 
came  into  the  Committee. 
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The  bill  was  then  lead  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fecond  time  to-morrow. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  hoped  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man would  alter  his  determination  to  commit  the  bill  upon  Friday, 
becaufe  he  wilhed  the  Houfe  to  be  called  over  upon  this  day  fortnight. 
Upon  all  great  occaiionsy  it  had  been  the  ufual  pradice  to  move  a 
call  of  the  Houfe,  for  enforcing  a  fuller  attendance ;  and  if  that  had 
been  done  upon  former  occafidns,  it  could  hardly  be  fuccefsfully  re- 
iifted  in  the  prefent,  when  fuch  a  variety  of  important  confiderations 
was  involved.  For  a  century  paft  we  have  been  accuftomed  to 
raife  the  extraordinary  fums  diat  were  neceffary,  through  the  me« 
dium  of  the  funding  fyflem  ;  that  plan  had  been  purfued  for  above 
a  century  with  fuccefs,  A  new  fyAem  had  been  adopted  now  ;  and 
fo  far  was  it  from  being  brought  to  perfedion,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  been  under  the  necc^fllty  of  propofing  the  * 
repeal  of  the  firft  attempt  towards  it7  Under  thcfe  circumftanccs, . 
he  entertained  a  coniiderable  degree  of  jealoufy  and  apprehenlion. 
It  occurred  to  htm  alfo,  that  the  prefent  meafure  might  occafion  a 
nice  and  delicate  difcuifion,  which  would  require  the  united  wifdom 
of  the  Houfe.  Among  the  queftions'  to  be  difcuifed,  would  be  the 
pcopriety  of  increafing  the  fcale  according  to  the  wealth  and  in- 
comes of  parties.  He  was  apprehenfive  alfo  of  the  eSkA  of  this 
tax  upon  the  funds ;  and  of  the  operation  of  it  upon  the  property 
of  Britifli  fubjedls,  who  were  refident  in  this  country,  but  whofe 
property  was  iituated  in  foreign  parts.  If,  to  the  load  of  taxes 
which  the  people  had  to  bear,  there  was  to  be  added  this  difclofure 
of  a  man's  circumftances,  he  was  afraid  that  it  would  encourage  a 
fpirit  of  emigration.  The  income  of  the  country  had  been  ftated 
at  100,000,000].  But  gentfemen  feemed  to  foi^et,  that  out  of 
that  fum  we  paid  thirty  millions  for  taxes ;  the  only  free  expendi- 
ture, therefore,  was  feventy  millions  ;  and  that  was  to  be  reduced 
by  the  prefent  meafure  to  iixty  millions.  Beiides,  it  was  juftly  to 
be  feared  that  the  plan  would  tend  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  per- 
manent taxes  of  the  eountry  ;  it  would  alfo  increafe  the  prices  of 
the  neceflfaries  of  life ;  and  though  many  of  thofe  neceifaries  were, 
fortunately,  at  prefent  low,  yet  others  were  fo  high,  as  to  zffcQ.  in  a 
great  degree  the  comforts  of  the  people.  He  thought,  therefore, 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  full  aflemblage  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people,  becaufe  by  the  united  talents  and  wifdom  of  the  Houfe, 
(ame  other  meafure  might  be  devifed  which  would  anfwer  the  pur^ 
pofes  more  eflfeflually  than  the  prefent ;  or  if  no  fuch  meafure 
could  be  found  out,  that  their  attendance  would  render  the  plan 
lefs  exceptionable  than  it  was-  at  prefent.     On  thcfe  grounds  he 
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fubmitted  the  propriety  of  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  on  Friday  fe'im^be, 
or  on  this  day  fortnight,  in  order  that  the  people  mig^t  be  fatisfied 
that  the  fubje^l  had  undergone  the  ftilleft  difcuffion.  (fe  had  only 
to  addy  that  if  in  the  courfe  offuch  full  difcuflbny  die  objediom 
which  he  had  Rated  ihould  be  removed,  and  if  it  (hould  be  proved 
that  no  better  meafure  could  be  produced,  he  was  fuch  a  fifend  to 
his  country' and  its  interefts,  that  he  would  then  wave  any  faither 
oppolition  to  the  prefent  plan.  He  concluded  by  moving,  that  thk 
Houfe  be  called  over  on  thi^  day  fortnight. 

Mr.  TYRWHITT  could  not  fee  any  reafon  for  a  call  of  the 
Houfe,  as  fuch  a  full  attendance  had  taken  place  on  the  day  open 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  opened  his  plan ;  he 
could  not  but  fuppofe  that  the  debates  upon  the  bill  would  alfo  be 
fully  attended.  He  therefore  was  againft  tfiecompulfory  mode 
of  enforcing  a  call  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  MARTIN  was  againR  the  motion.  He  had  long  thought 
that  if  tbofe  who  did  not  attend  the  Houfe  were  to  be  made  to  at- 
tend, the  Houfe  would  not  profit  much  by  their  attendance.  He 
did  not  mean  tp  allude  to  any  particular  perfons,  but  to  meii  of  all 
parties,  who  having  no  buiinefs  in  the  country,  and  being  employed 
upon  nothing  but  idle  amufements,  fo  grofsly  neglected  their  duty. 
He  was  only  furprifed  that  the  conftituents  who  had  elected  them 
did  not  enforce  their  attendance  in  Parliament. 

The  motion  for  the  call  was  n^atived* 

Thurfdayy  Decemier  6. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  aft  of  laft  feflion^  for 
the  fale  and  redemption  of  the  land  tax,  be  now  read. 

The  a£k  being  read  accordingly, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  his  intention  now  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  render  the  faid  z&  more  effec- 
tual, and  to  give  greater  facility  to  the  execution  of  its  provifions. 
This  additional  JEacility  was  in  the  firft  inAance  the  objeA  of  the 
new  bill ;  but  among  the  intended  regulations  one  of  the  firft 
would  be  to  allow  an  extenfion  of  the  time  now  limited  for  the 
redemption.  He  likewife  thought  it  advifeable  to  make  certain 
provifions  for  enabling  perfons  to  make  contraAs  in  fums  of 
moTfcy  for  the  redemption  of  the  tax.  There  were  alfo  perfons 
who  pofleflfed  -eftates  in  different  counties,  and  by  the  laft  bill  fuch 
peribns  were  enabled  to  charge  their  property  in  one  county,  in  order 
O  redeem  their  land  tax  in  another*     This  point,  in  his  mind^ 
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involved  no  difficMlty,  but  it  ftill  gave  rife  to  fome  objedlions  among 
the  CommiffionerSy  which  he  was  now  deiirous  to  remove.  It  was 
another  leading  obje£l  of  the  new  bill  to  make  certain  regulations 
refpeding  ecctefiaftical  property^  and  perfons  pofleiring  property  de- 
vifed  for  liv^s  and  on  long  terms,  and  who  had  no  claim .  to  the 
fame  benefits  as  perfons  enjoying  entailed  eftates ;  he  doubted  not 
but  a  mode  might  be  devifed  of  extending  the  advantages  of  the  zGt 
to  all  fuch  perfons.  Some  obje^ions  alfo  had  arifen  refpeding  the 
inequality  of  aiTeifments  in  different  pari(bes ;  it  was  even  fuppofed^ 
and  perhaps  upon  juft  grounds,  that  there  exifted  fome  inequality  in 
the  afleflm^nts  of  diflkrent  pariflies — that  fome  perfons  had  been 
over- rated  might  be  true ;  it  was  therefore  his  wi(h  to  allow  them  a 
pro  rata  redudion,  in  confideration  of  their  being  fo  over-rated.  In 
fuch  cafes  alfo  where  a  re-afleflfment  had  taken  place,  he  Intended  to 
propofe  that  fuch  perfons  as  had  redeemed  their  land  tax,  (hould  not 
be  liable  to  any  additional  alfeffment.  There  were  many  other 
points  upon  which  he  would  not  at  prefcnt  detain  the  Houfe;  but 
he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  ftate  the  principal  outlines,  that  gentlemen 
might  turn  them  in  their  mind,  and  aflift  him  by  their  obfervations. 

This,  he  trufted,  they  would  be  foon  able  to  do,  becaufe  he  felt 
exceedingly  defirous  to  expedite  the  mcafure,  on  account  of  the  great 
avidity  that  manifeded  itfelf  in  every  corner  of  the  country  to  par- 
take of  the  advantages  which  theadt  held  out.  There  might,  in- 
deed, remain  fome  doubts  upon  point  of  detail,  but  thcfe  he  ex- 
pelled would  be  fully  cleared  away  by  the  provilions  of  the-  new 
ad.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  greater  doubts  and  greater 
objeflions,  that  fome  had  at  firA  raifed  againft  the  meafure,  he  was 
happy  to  be  able  to  fay  that  fuch  doubts  and  objections  would  foon 
appear  to  have  been  wholly  unfounded,  for  the  fuccefs,  he  could 
boldly  aflfert,  had  far  exceeded  his  moft  fanguine  expedlations.  He 
then  concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  enlarge 
the  time  limited  for  the  redemption  of  the  land-tax,  and  to  explain 
and  amend  the  provifions  of  the  bill  introduced  lad  feffion  for  that 
purpofe. 

Mr.  T.  T.  JONES  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  motion 
made  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  efpecially  if  the  mca- 
fure be  bad  in  contemplation  was,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
intimated,  fo  palatable  to  the  public.  But  that  alterations  and 
amendment's  (hould  be  neceflary.to  it,  he  was  not  at  all  furprifed  ; 
fQEite.could  not  forget  the  precipitancy  with  which  the.right  ho* 
nomablegrntlenun  hurried  the  land-tax  bill  through  the  Houfe  laft 
ybar,;no(withfianding  the  earneftfolicitatibns  of  many  refp^^able  gcn- 
,  ftlflini  .that'&nher  time  might  be  allowed  for  a  matwrq.  examination 

Vot.  YII.  T 
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of  its  varict'is  and  complicated  claufes.  He  was  forty  to  uk  any 
thing  like  ofFenfive  or  har(h  expreflionsy  but  he  could  not  help  fay- 
ing that  it  was  a  fevere  rcfledlton  on  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man not  to  have  attended  more  patiently  to  the  folicitations  of  the 
Houfe  upon  that  occafion  ;  it  might  be  faid  that  a  few  alteratiois 
would  render  the  bill' acceptable,  but,  in  his  opinion,  no  alterations 
could  remove  what  was  objeftionable  in  it.  We  had  it  from 
high  authority,  that  the  meafure  had  already  been  produ<^ive  of  the 
happieft  confequcnccs,  yet  we  are  now  told  that  the  bill  cannot  go 
on  as  it  now  (lands.  Indeed  he  felt  fomuch  and  fo  keenly  for  the 
landed  interei^,  that  he  could  not  butconfider  the  prefent  meafure 
as  a  blow  aimed  at  it  in  favour  of  the  monied  intereft,  nor  could 
he  help  adopting  the  opinion  and  the  words  of  an  honourable  Mem- 
ber, that  between  the  landed  and  the  monied  intercft,  property  was 
about  to  change  hands.  The  meafure  he  always  looked  upon  as 
iniquitous,  and  if  no  more  competent  Member  than  himfelf  would 
take  it  up,  he  (hould  feel  it  incumbent  upon  himfelf  to  make  an 
effort  that  an  ad  of  juftice  might  be  done  to  the  )anded  proprietors  ; 
for  the  meafiffe  now  propofed  he  had  no  hefit^tion  in  denominating, 
^/je  Child  (if  inordinate  Power, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  not  more  furprifed  at  the  afperity 
of  language  ufed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  than  at  the  in- 
cohcrcncy  of,  his  arguments.  It  appeared  from  what  he  advanced, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  as  little  attended  to  the  original 
provifions  of  the  a6t,  as  to  the  beneficial  effedls  it  had  produced 
throughout  the  country.  What  was  now  propofed  was  mcrclv 
fome  few  fubordinate  provifions  for  facilitating  the  execution  of  tne 
a<3,  and  fpr  extending  its  benefits  by  a  wider  operation.  Contrary 
to  the  affcrtion  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  not  only  did  not 
fay  that  the  bill  could  not  go  on,  but  he  had  exprefsly  afferted,  that 
it  had  already  been  attended  with  very  great  benefits,  and  thofe 
even  fuch  as  had  far  exceeded  his  mod  fanguine  expcdtations. 
How  true,  how  corredt,  how  difpaffionate  were  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's obfervations,  he  would  freely  leave  it  to  his  cooler  reflec- 
tion to  confider.  The  honourable  gentleman  talks  of  fome  meafure 
of  juftice  towards  the  landed  intereft.  This  again  was  ftrong  lan- 
guage ;  but  he  was  happy  to  fay  that  there  was  no  call  for  any  fuch 
meafure  ;  for  in  fpite  of  the  objedlions  and  oppofitipn'oif  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  of  a  few  of  his  friends,  and  in  ilpiis  of  the  cla- 
mour that  had  been  fo  inidudriouily  raifed  againftthe  meatee,  it 
would  abundantly  appear  that  it  had^  proved  not  onlyliencfidal  to 
the  country  at  large,  but  particularly  advantageous  to^he  landed 
Entered.     The  bill;  in  its  paffage  through  theiioiffciaft^AffioDj 
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had  undergone  many  weeks  difcuffion.;  there  was  no  ftagc  of  it  in 
which  its  principle  or  its  provifions  were  notoppofed,  he  would  not 
fay  by  trite  or  frivolous  arguments,  for  many  of  thofe  that  were 
urged  were  the  rcfult  of  calm  judgement  and  cool  confid^ration  ; 
yet  this  is  the  bill  which  the  honourable  gentleman  contends  was 
hurried  through  the  Houfe  with  unbecoming  precipitancy.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  alfo  pleafed  to  ftile  ic  an  ad  of  power : 
and  moft  unquedionably  wirii  great  propriety,  for  it  was  an  z&  of 
the  Legiflature,  and  he  trufted  that,  adis  of  the  Lcgiflativc  would 
^  long  prove  to  be  ads  of  power.  Nor  did  he  conceive  it  fo  fevcrc 
a  reflection  upon  his  condudl  as  the  hoopurable  gcutlcman  fecmcd 
difpofed  tolnfmuate  :  that  he  fhould  haye  preferred  the  general  opi- 
nion of  the  Houfe  to  that  of  the  honourable  gentleman  and  Ibme  few 
of  his  friends,  and  that  he  was  lefs^  fwayed  by  their  folicitations 
than  by  the  well-founded  arguments  of  thofe  who  framed  and  fup- 
ported  the  bill.  As  to  his  not  forcfceing  the  ncceffuy  of  the  bill 
being  altered  and  amended,  that  was  a  reflexion  which  he  was  not' 
anxious  t(\.  ward  off.  It  was  not  merely  the  fault  of  his  foreiighf, 
but  was  alfo  a  reflexion  upon  the  forefight  of  the  ablcft  law  autho- 
rities in  the  kingdom,  who  never  pretended,  much  Icfs  did  he  pre* 
tend,  to  attain  complete  perfedion  at  once,  efpecially  in  a  meafure 
fo  various,  fo  complicated  and  fo  extenfivc.  He  had  now  been 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  endeavouring  to  bring  forward  meafures  of 
that  nature,  and  he  was  not  afhamed  to  confefs  that  the  firft  fpeci- 
mens  of  his  fchcmes  were  not  as  corred  and  perfed  as  farther  in« 
quiry,  and  more  minute  inve(^igation,  might  have  rendered  them. 
Of  moft  of  his  financial  plans  he  could  fay  the  fame,  but  he  truftcd 
that  by  perfeverance  and  attention  he  had  brought  them  to  fome- 
thing  like  pcrfedion.  He  did  not  therefore  feel  the  Icaft  hurt  at 
not  being  fuppofed  to  have  in  the  firR  inftancc  made  a  bill  more  cor- 
redl^nd  perfect,  that  was  to  be  framed  out  of  new,  difficult  and 
intricate  matter.  As  often  as  he  was  cenfured  for  his  endeavours 
'  to^corred  his  meafures,  fo  often  ihould  he  receive  fuch  ccnfures  as 
compliments. 

Mr.  JONES  explained,  and  contended  that  the  gentlemen  who 
had  formerly  divided  with  him  againft  the  bill,  had  always  urged 
againft  it  the  bcft  founded  arguments. 

Mr.  BURDON  was  fo  far  from  expcfling  the  bill  fhould  have 
met  with  no  obftacles,  that  it  appeared  to  him  furprizing  it  (hould 
have  proved  fo  pradlicable  in  the  very  outfet.'  He  could  not  there- 
fore but  applaud  the  wifdom  of  his  right  honourable  friend  in  adopt- 
ing fuch  alterations  as  would  give  additional  faciliry  to  the  execu- 
tion of  its  proviHonsy  by  which  the  qpuntry  had  already  been  fo  ma- 
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terially  benefited.  But  he  principally  rofe  to  exprefs  a  wi(b,  that 
whatever  amendments  were  neceflary  to  the  bill,  might  be  intro- 
duced as  fpeedily  as  pofliblcy  and  he  particularly  approved  of  that 
which  extended  the  time  oF  payment — here  he  wiflied  as  much 
latitude  might  be  given  as  poflfible  for  fuch  payments,  as  if  made  in 
ftocky  he  would  think  it  more  advifeable.  In  the  progrefs  of  the* 
bill  he  hoped  there  would  be  introduced  a  claufe  to  fettle  the  teft  of 
freeholders  at  eledlions,  which  at  prefcnt  was  a  point  that  fcemed  to 
remain  undecided.  Upn  the  whole  he  was  fatisfied  that  the  bill 
would  ^ot  appear  to  have  had  in  view  the  objed);  which  fome  gen- 
tlemen pretended  to  give  it,  namely,  to  fcrve  certain  political  pur- 
pofes ;  but  that  it  would  be  clearly  demonftrated,  efpecially  when  it 
was  duly  amended,  that  its  operation  would  tend  to  the  genera] 
good  of  the  country — in  that  light  it  (hould  have  his  moft  cordial 
fupport. 

The  'motion  was  then  put,  and  leave  accordingly  given  to  bring 
in  the  bill. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  he  wiflicd  to  fubmit  a  motion  to 
the  Houfe,  to  which  he  could  not  think  that  His  Majefty's  Minif- 
ters  would  make  the  leaft  objection.  Its  objedt  was  to  get  infor- 
mation why  the  charge  in  the  army  edimates  for  ftaif  officers  (hould 
have  fo  far  exceeded  that  of  laft  year. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  objeft  to  the  motion  :  but  faid, 
that  before  the  papers  were  laid  before  the  Houfe,  he  could  farify 
the  honourable  gentleman*s  curiofity,  by  informing  him,  that  a$  laft 
year  a  very  confiderable  body  of  the  Supplementary  Militia  had 
been  called  out  into  actual  fervice,  it  was  natural  that  a  proportion- 
able augmentation  ibould  have  taken  place  in  the  number  of  ftafF 
officers. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  then  moved,  "  that  fliere  belaid  before 
this  Houfe  a  return  of  the  General  and  StaiF  Officers  now  ferving 
within  Great  Britalny  diftinguifhing  the  ranks  of  the  difllerent  offi- 
cers, fpecifying  the  divifions  of  the  kingdom  where  they  arc  now 
ferving,  and  (hewing  the  amount  of  pay  received  by  each  officer. *'^-^ 
^hich  was  ordered. 
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Friday f  Decemhr']* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  a  bill  to  enlarge  the  time  li- 
mited for  the  redemption  of  the  land  tax,  and  to  amend  the  a£l  ffx 
the  fale  thereof,  &c.  which  was  read  a  firft  time. 

On  the  queftion  for  the  fecond  reading, 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  fuggeftcd  the  propriety  of  fome  delay 
in  fo  important  a  matter  as  this. 

Right  Honourable  DUDLEY  RYDER  thought  the  propofi. 
tion  of  the  honourable  Baronet  a  (ingular  one  ;  for  this  matter  was 
amply  difcufled  when  it  was  before  the  Houfe  lafi  year ;  and  this 
was  only  to  give  a  facility  to  carrying  into  effeft  what  Parliament 
had  already  approved  ;  and  fo,  he  believed,  had  the  great  bulk  of 
the  country.  It  was  ftrange  if  the  Houfe  wanted  time  to  deter- 
mine whether  its  own  intentions  (hould  be  carried  into  efFedir 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  (aid,  he  propofed  the  fecond  reading  of 
this  bill  to-morrow  ;  and  as  he  had  no  apprehenfion  that  the  6u{i- 
ncfs  of  the  loan  would  on  Monday  occupy  much  time,  he  (hould 
thiiSk  it  would  be  convenient  to  go  into  a  Committee  upon  this  bill 
on  that  day  ;  that,  indeed,  he  confidered  as  the  proper  ftage  for 
the  difcuflion  :  and  as  the  honourable  Baronet  feemed  to  be  totally 
Ignorant  of  the  contents,  he  (hould  propofe  that  the  bill  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  wi(hed  that  this  bill  might  meet  as  much  dif-- 
patch  as  was  confident  with  the  nature  of  the  thing ;  but  could  not 
help  adverting  to  the  expence  with  which  it  had  been  attended. 
He  thought  it  his  duty,  as  one  of  the  reprefcntatives  of  the  People, 
to  examine  into  fhat  matter.  He  did  not  pretend  to  know  the  real 
ftate  of  the  cafe  ;  but  he  had  heaVd  that  the  expence  already  in* 
curred  was  not  lefs  than  one  million.  He  did  not  ftate  thefe  things 
(lightly  ;  but  if  he  was  mifinformcd,  the  Minifter  would  correct 
him. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  if  the  plan  which  the  bill  was  in- 
tended to  enforce,  had  coft  the  public  the  fum  alluded  to  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  it  would  have  been  cheaply  purchafed  ;  but 
he  had  not  the  moft  diftant  comprehenfion,  or  even  guefs,  how  fuch, 
or  any  thing  like  fuch,  an  expence  could  attend  the  execution  of 
this  a<5l«  He  (hould  be  glad  to  have  fome  fpecific  information 
upon  that  matter. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  could  not  give  the  Minifter  the  particulars. 
But  had  the  right  honourable  gentleman  never  heard  of  this,  nor 
any  thing  like  it  ? 
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Mr.  ChanccUor  PITT— Never. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  to-morrow, 
and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  a  bill  tocontinue,  for  a  time 
to  be  limited,  a  bill  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  accept  of  the  fcfvices 
of  fuch  part  of  the  militia  as  may  voluntarily  offer  themfelves  for 
fervice  in  Ireland,  &c. — ^Which  was  read  a  firft  time  ;  and  on  the 
queftion  for  the  fecond  reading, 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  he  felt  fo  n)uch  difpofcd  to  give 
every  poflible  credit  and  confidence  to  the  noble  Lord  at  the' head 
of  affairs  in  that  country,  that  he  was  ready,  as  far  as  in  him  lay, 
to  put  any  force  whatever  under  the  diredlion  of  that  Noble  .Lord. 
But  feeling  that  mifchief  might  have  been  done,  and  he  was  afraid 
that  incalculable  mifchief  bad  been  done  in  that  country,  he  could 
not  poflibly  fupport  this  bill ;  and  yet  fo  fituated  were  things  there 
at  this  time,  that  he  knew  not  how  to  oppofe  the  meafure  now  be- 
fore the  Houfe. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  to-morrow. 

The  income  bill  being  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfcrved,  that  perhaps  the  Committee 
would  difpenfe  with  formalities  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  this  important 
proceeding,  as  the  amendments  (hould  be  printed,  and  the  bill  be 
afterwards  recommitted ;  and  that  he  propofed  to  have  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  the  meafure  on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  then,  pro  forma^  paiTed  the  Committee,  and  the  report 
was  ordered  for  to-morrow. 


Saturday  t  December  8. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received 
from  Sir  John  Borlafe  fFarrenlhc  following  Letter,  in  jeturn  to  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe,  (ignified  to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker^  in  obedience, 
to  their  commands  of  the  2ift  day  of  November  laft. 

Sir,  Canada,  Barn  Pool,  6th  December,  1798. 

/  beg  leave  fo  acJcnowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  2  2d  of 
November,  inchjing  the  Rcjolution  of  t/janks  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

It  is  difficult  for  me  to  expreft  the  fenfr  i  entertain  'f  the  high  honour 
conferred  upon  me,  byfo  auguji  an  Afj'embly  as  the  H.ufe  of  Commons 
cfXjxc3ii  Britnin,  by  their  vote  of  thanks^  and  their  approval  of  my  con^ 
duff,  with  that  of  my  Brother  Officers,  Seamen  and  Marines,  on  the 
1  ph  of  Odlobcr  laji;  and  which  I  havcj  in  obedience  to  your  com- 
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maridsy  covwiuntcated  this  day  to  the  officers  and  feveral /hips  tfonf  antes 
.  that  compcfcd  the  fquadron. 

The  gy'dteji  encouragement  that  an  officer  can  receive  to  a  faithful 
dif charge  of  his  duty^  is  to  obtain  the  good  opinion  of  his^  Country^  ex- 
frcjjcd  by  their  reprefentatives  in  Parliament  ajfembkd. 

I  a?n  convinced  that  the  officers  and  men y  with  whom  I  aBed  on  the 
above  day^  as  well  as  niyfeif  will  continue  to  freferve  the  mojl  grafefal 
remembrance  of  fo  high  a  diJiinHionf  to  the  latefl  hour  of  their  lives ; 
and  we  rely  upon  your  goodnefs  to  make  thefe  fentiments  known  to  the 
honourable  Honfe  cfCommons. 

J  tuKc  the  liberty  to  return  youy  Sir,  my  bejl  acknowledgements  for  the 
'uery  petite  manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  Jignify  to  me  the 
thanks  of  the  Houfe  ;  ahd  alfo  to  affure  you  that  I  feel  mofl  fenfibijy  the 
favourable  light  in  which  you  are  pleafed  to  cmftder  thofe  events  offer^ 
vice  in  which  I  have  been  concerned  fmce  the  commencement  of  the  xoar^ 
hut  more  particularly  in  the  defeat  ^f  the  armament  commanded  by  Mon* 
ficur  Bompard  ;  as  it  may  have  been  the  means  of  preferving  Ireland 
from  the  calamitous  confequenees  which  foreign  interference  and  imjisfiin 
might  have  produced  in  that  country. 

I  have  the  honour  fo  remain^  with  the  ufmofl  refpe£t^ 
Your  mojl  obedient  humble  fervant^ 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN. 

Tlje  Right  Honourable 
Henry  Addington, 

yr.  i^e.  ^c. 

Monday y  December  10. 

General  TARLETON  faid  he  htW  a  petition  in  his  hand  from 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Bailiffs,  and  Common  Council  of  the  town 
of  Liverpool,  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
improve  and  extend  the  harbour  of  Liverpool.  If  this  petition 
came  only  from  a  refpeflable  commercial  body,  it  would  be  entitled 
to  the  atfcnticjn  of  the  Houfe ;  but  when  it  was  recolleScd  that  the 
town  which  he  had  the  honour  of  reprcfcnting,  had  preffed  forw^d 
when  the  enemy  threatened  our  (hores,  and  evinced  the  highefl 
degree  of  public  fpirii,  by  putting  the  port  of  that  borough  into  iSic 
bell  and  moll  honourable  ftatc  of  fccurity,  fcarcc  waiting  for  the 
•  pcrmiffion  of  the  Legiflaturc,  it  was  with  pleafure  that  he  embraced 
this  opportunity  of  paying  that  juft  tribute  to  their  public  fpirtt,  as 
well  perfonal  as  pecuniary,  as  he  believed  he  fliould  foon  hive  an 
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opportunity  of  making  up  in  jiis  profefllonal  line  for  loft  time,  in  his 
profeflion,  for  the  fafety  and  honour  of  the  country  :— which  pett^ 
tion  was  then  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee.' 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  Ihto  a  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  purfuant  to  the  order  of  the  day, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  ihould  not  be  under  the 
necelTity  of  troubling  the  Committee  at  any  gr^eat  length.  When 
he  had  given  notice  to  the  Houfe  of  his  intention  to  propofe  the 
Ways  and  Means  of  the  year,  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  have 
fubmitted  the  whole  amount  of  the  loan  of  fourteen  millions,  exclu- 
live  of  Ireland.  He  had,  however,  found,  that  it  would  be  much 
more  beneficial  for  the  public  fervice  to  defer  the  bulk  of  it  till 
after  Chrtftmas,  becaufe  he  had  every  rcafon  Co  believe  that  it  might 
be  obtained  upon  better  terms  for  the  public  then,  than  it  could  be 
at  the  prefent  moment,  Th^  opinion  he  had  formed  had  been  con- 
firmed by  what  pafled  at  the  time  of  negotiating  the  loan,  and  by 
what  had  occurred  fince.  He  had  thought  it,  therefore,  to  be  his 
duty  to  raife  only  a  loan  of  three  millions  for  the  exigences  of  the 
public  fervice,  till  after  the  recefs.  It  was  with  coniiderable  fatis- 
fa<£tion  he  Aated  to  the  Committee,  that  numerous  ofiers  had  been 
made  for  this  loan  of  three  millions  ;  that  a  very  great  degree  of 
cordiality  and  zeal  for  the  public  fervice  had  been  manifefied  by  all 
the  parties  ;  and  that  the  loan  had  been  taken  by  an  offer  conlider- 
ably  under  the  market  price.  He  had,  however,  alfo  the  fatisfadtion  of 
knowing  that  the  parties  who  had  taken  the  loan  we];e  not  likely  to 
be  lofers  by  their  bargain.  The  temporary  depreffion  of  the  funds 
had  been  removed ;  and  a  bargain  made  below  tho^  market  price  of 
tlie  day  afforded  now  a  confiderable  premium.  At  the  time  of  ne- 
gotiating the  loan,  the  3  per  cents,  were  at  5  2~,  and  the  reduced 
at  5 1  A. 

For  every  lool.  in  money  advanced,  the  fubfcribers  were  to  have 
lool.  in  the  3  per  cents,  which  was  worth  52I.  los.  and  alfo  a 
proportion  equal  to  about  fevei^  eighths  of  i  col.  in  the  reduced, 
which  was  87I.  9s.  6d.  reduced ;  the  value  of  which  in  money  was 
461.  I2S.  i~d.  In  addition  to  this,  as  the  payments  were  to  be 
made  in- three  infialments  by  the  2  2d  February,  no  difcount  was 
propofed  to  be  given  for  prompt  payment,  becaufe  the  Inflalments 
would  be  foon  enough  for  the  exigencies  of  the  public  fervice.  An 
allowance,  therefore,  \ras  to  be  made  in  lieu  of  the  difcount  00 
prompt  payment ;  which  allowance  would  amount  to  1 3s.  4d. ;  the 
whole  fum  then  given  for  every  i  ool.  advanced  would  be,  viz. 

Vol.  VII.  5t 
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lool.  in  the  3  per  cents,  at  52^  — *  52   10 

Seven-eighths  of  xool.  reduced^  or  87I.  98.  6d. 

reduced  —     .        —         —         —  46    12      1^ 

Allowance  in  lieu  of  difcounc  on  prompt  payment         013      4 
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which  was  lefs  hy  about  ^  per  cent,  than  the  fum  advanced.  The  loan 
(o  raifed  bore  noy  about  2-|-  per  cent,  premium ;  conceivings  there- 
fore,  that  the  defcning  the  bulk  of  the  loan  till  after  the  recefs,  was 
founded  in  prudence,  and  was  beneficial  to  the  public,  be  (hould 
trouble  the  Committee  no  farther,  but  content  himfelf  with  moving 
his  iirfl  refolution,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a 
loan  of  three  millions  be  raifed  by  annuities. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  afked,  whether  on  this,  as  on  former 
occafions,  the  taxes  neceflary  to  defray  the  intcreft  of  this  fum  were 
not  immediately  to  be  voted  i 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  honourable  Baronet  had  not  in- 
ve(ligated  thi^  matter  with  his  ufual  diligence.  He  was  certainly 
not  right  as  to  the  hiftorical  fa£i,  for  until  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  came  into 
office,  nothing  liad  been  more  common  than  to  vote  the  money  for 
tlic  public  fervice,  and  to  provide  the  intereO  for  the  fame  on  a  fol- 
lowing, and  perhaps  a  diftant  day.  He  had  always  made  it  a  rule 
to  vote  the  ways  and  means,  with  the  provifions  for  the  fame,  on 
the  day  when  the  fupplies  were  granted.  On  this  occafion  the 
praflice,  i^  his  opinion,  may  be  difpenfed  with.  It  was  not  necef- 
fary  to  provide  at  prefcnt  for  the  intereft  of  thefe  3,000,000!.  he 
ihould  bring  forward  the  provifions  for  the  intereft  of  the  whole  of 
the  loan  on  a  future  day,  and  when  the  fubjefl  would  be  fcen  in  one 
point  of  view. 

^4r  FRANCIS  BURDETT  faid— I  rife.  Sir,  inpurfuancc  of 
the  notice  I  gave  the  other  day,  of  my  intention  to  briog  forward  a 
motion  I  then  read ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  obje^ion  of  the 
light  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  me,  I  fliould  at  that  time 
have  fubnnttcd  it  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe.  I  thinks  Sir, 
this  motion  derives  additional  confequenccs  from  that  objcdion  hav. 
ing  been  made ;  but,  although  I  am  as  fully  aware,  as  arty  man 
can  be,  how  formidable  muft  be  any  obje<f)ion  from  the  MiniOer  to 
any  meafurc  brought  forward  in  this  Houfe,  notwithllanding  upon 
the  prefent  occafion,  I  do  flatter  myfelf  with  great  hope  of  fuccefe. 
I  truft  the  Houfe  will  feel  it  to  be  its  duty  to  fupport  a  demand  fo 
reafonable  as  that  which  this  motion  contains,  and  which  fo  eflfen* 
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tially  concerns  the  interefts  of  every  man»  botbin  and  out  of  this 
Houfe.  Sir,  the  Houfe  is  already  in  poffcflTioh  of  thf:  contents  of 
the  motion  I  am  now  going  to  recai  to  its  notice ;  and,  I  muft  fay, 
that  upon  this  one  fubjefl  I  do  look  to  its  decilion  with  confiderable 
confidence ;  for,  Sir,  although  gentlemen  may  highly  difapprove  of 
thofe  general  principles  of  liberty  which  I  have  profeffed,  although 
there  may  be,  and  no  doubt  there  are  many  good  and  wife  men  who 
iTiay  think  exaggerated  principles  of  freedom  only  tending  to  defpo-  . 
tjfm  ;  from  fuch  men  I  think  I  have  nothing  of  hot^ility  to  dread 
upon  the  prefent  occafion  ;  nay,  Sir,  (hould  there  be  men  compofed 
of  fuch  bafe  materials,  fo  low  and  grovelling  in  their  nature,  as  to 
have  a  fort  of  innate  prediletS^ion  and  love  of  arbitrary  power,  even 
fuch  men,  I  think,  if  fuch  men  there  be,  will  not,  I  truft,  be  in- 
clined to  give  any  oppofition  to  the  motion  I  am  about  to  propofe  ; 
for.  Sir,  however  defirable  they  lAay  think  it  to  deprive  the  People 
of  all  political  rights  and  privileges,  for  the  better  prefervation  of  that 
peace  and  tranquillity  which  forms  the  conftant  theme  of  their  pa- 
negyric, neverthelefs.  Sir,  tliey  will  fo  far  agree  with'  mc/  that  in 
order  to  procure  that  very  peace  and  tranquillity  at  the  fhrine  of 
which  they  arc  ready  to  facrifice  every  nobler  confidcration-^in 
order  to  relieve  men  from  conftant  anxiety  and  hourly  apprehen- 
fion,  it  is  neceflary  that  fome  degree  of  perfonal  fafety  (hould  be 
ailbrded  to  the  fubjeft  from  the  Siate.  Why  then.  Sir,  if  we  are 
all  agreed  as  to  that  one  point,  I  may,  I  think,  flatter  myfelf  with 
the  hope  of  meeting  with  the  general  conciurence  of  every  part  of 
the  Houfe.  Gentlemen  will  obfcrve,  that  the  motion  under  difcuf- 
iion  does  no^  impute  the  flighted  degree  of  blame,  much  lefs  does  it 
call  for  cenfure,  upon  the  condu£t  of  His  MajeAy's  Miniilers ;  they 
may»  for  any  thing  this  motion  infers,  have  condu£ted  themfelves 
in  the  important  charge  which  has  been  committed  to  their  care  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  not  only  to  be  blamelefs,  but  deferving  of  the 
Itigheft  approbation  ;  they  may  have  exercifed  the  power  with  which 
they  have  been  entrufted  with'  fo  nnjch  wifdom  and  moderation  as 
to  trench  as  little  upon  the  perfonal  fafety  of  the  fubje6l,  as  was  con- 
fident with  the  fecurity  of  the  State,  and  would  in  that  cafe  be  enti- 
tled to  our  warmeft  applaufe :  but  thefe  are  confidcrarions  foreign  to 
the  fubjedt.  Sir,  the  whole  of  this  queflion  lies  within  a  very  nar- 
row compafs  indeed.  This  Houfe  has  judged  it  fit,  and  I  am  not 
now  difputing  its  judgement^  upon  the  reprefentations  of  the  Minif- 
ter,  of  the  perilous  fituation  of  the  State,  to  entruff  to  the  hands  of 
the  Minifter  a  moil  exorbitatit  power,  confefledly  improfper,  and 
only  to  be  juAified  by  the  extraordinary  circumftances  of  the  times  ; 
a  power^  which  every  one  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking,  ought 
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not  to  becntruded  to  any  man  for  a  day— no,  nor  for  an  hour,  nor 
for  a  minute,  beyond  what  that  neceflity  could  juftifvy  and  which 
the  Minil^er  has  now  poiTefied  for  weeks  and  months,  an(f  even 
years,  taking  in  its  different  renewals  ;  for  the  firft  a6l  of  this  kind 
was  pafTed  in  the  year  ninety- four  or  ninety-five  ;  ibali  not  this 
Houfe  then,  which  armed  the  Minifter,with  this  tremendous 
power,  which  removed  all  thcfe  barriers  eredcd  by.our  anccftors  fcr 
the  proted^ion  of  our  perfons,  which  deprived  the  fuhjefi  of  the  be- 
nefit of  that  great  bulwark  of  perfonal  fecurity,  the  Habeas  Corpus 
A6\,  and  thus  ]eft  him  naked,  bare,  and  defencelefs,  and  open  to  the 
attack  of  an  uncontroulable  power  delegated  from  itfelf ;  (hall  it 
not  now  think  it  to  be  its  duty  to  afford  fome  Ihadow  of  protedion 
to  the  fubjedt,  by  exercifing  its  inquifitorial  functions,  and  demand- 
ing now,  towards  the  expiration  of  its  term,  fome  little  account  of 
the  ufe  which  has  been  made  of  it ;  of  the  extent  at  leaft  to  which 
it  has  been  carried.  Surely,  Sir,  the  Houfe  did  not  mean  it,  did 
not  fo  underitandit ;  ,it  could  not  intend,  when  it  granted  thisdread* 
ful  power,  that  no  account  whatever  fhould  be  rendered  of  it.  If 
the  Houfe  did  fo  mean,  fo  intend,  and  fo  underfland,  better  for  this 
country  had  Parliament  never  been  inflituted  at  all,  better  for  this 
coiintry  quietly  to  have  fubmitted  to  all  the  arbitrary  prerogatives 
laid  claim  to  by  the  Houfe  of  Stuart ;  better  had  it  flibmttted  to 
have  been  taxed  at  the  will  of  the  King,  without  the  interference 
of  Parliament,  and  to  have  endured  all  the  grievances  and  vexa- 
tion of  his  excife  officers  and  purveyors — better,  far  better,  had  it 
been  for  our  high-fpirited  ancei^ors  to  have  preferved  their  blood  in 
their  veins,  and  not  to  have  laviftied,  with  the  profufion  they  did, 
the  ineflimable  treafure  for  rights  and  privileges,  and  that  very  Con- 
ftitution  of  ParliameM  which  was  (hortly  afterwards  deftined  tamely 
to  refign  them,  and,  together  with  its  own  fund^ions.  to  make  one 
common  depoiit  at  the  fotftool  of  the  Throne.  But,  Sir,  I  hope 
I  fhould  be  doing  an  injury  to  the  Houfe,  did  I  for  a  moment  faf- 
pe£t  its  condud^  would  judify  fuch  reflections  as  thefe^;  but,  Sir, 
far  othcrwife— I  have  great  hopes  that  its  determinarion  this  night 
will  fliew,  that  it  is  vigilant  and  watchful,  and  defirous  of  affording 
its  protection  to  the  perfonal  fecurity,  at  leaft,  of  the.fubjedl.  In- 
deed, Sir,  upon  the  qucftion  now  under  difcuflion,  fo  far  am  I  from 
feeling  any  appreheniion  on  the  fcore  of  the  vote  of  the  Houfe  in 
favour  of  this  motion,  that  I  even  look  with  confidence  for  the  ac- 
quiefcence  of  the  Miniflers ;  and,  indeed,  I  (hould  be  inclined  to 
believe,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  multitude  of  affairs  preffing 
upon  their  attention,  that  they  would  have  rendered  this  motion 
altogether  unneceiTary,  by  Iaying,^of  their  own  accord^  fuch  a  lift 
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upon  the  table,  as  that  I  am  now  going  to  more  for.  Sir,  thinking 
I  may  fafely  reft  the  motion  Upon  its  own  merits,^!  (hall,  without 
detaining  you  any  longer,  npw  move,  "  That  a  lift  be  laid  upon 
"  the  table  of  this  Houfe  of  the  names  of  the  perfons  committed  in 
**  virtue  of  an  A61,  entitled  an  A&  to  empower  His  Majcfty  to 
•*  fecure  and  detain  fuch  perfons  as  His  Majefty  (hall  fufped  are 
*^  confpiring  agalnft  his  perfon  and  government,  and  of  the  prifons 
**  in  which  they  have  been  confined." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  when  on  a  former  day  he  had 
thrown  out  an  objection  to  the  intended  motion  of  the  honourable 
Baronet>  the  principal  obje£t  of  that  objedion  was,  that  fuch  a  mo- 
tion ihould  not  be  permitted  to  pafs  by  unnoticed  merely  as  a  mo- 
tion of  courfe,  and  in  that  light  only  did  he  then  objc^  to  it :  and, 
had  he  not  how  reafons  in  his  own  mind  for  not  oppoftng  it,  he 
would  not,  perhaps,  from  the  explanations  offered  by  the  honourable 
Baronet,  and^from  the  grounds  upon  which  the  motion  was  fup- 
ported,  be  fo  eafily  inclined  to  give  it  aifent.  Indeed,  on  whatever 
grounds  the  motion  might  have  been  brought  forward,  he  had  no 
diiHculty  in  faying,  that  the  a£t  fo  pointedly  alluded  to  by  the  ho- 
nourable Baronet,  had  been  produ<9ive  of  the  moft  falutary  confe- 
quences,  and  therefore  it  was  a  matter  o(  much  ferious  conHdera-^ 
tion  whether  it  were  fafe  to  lay  afide  its  operation.  As  to  the  ufe 
made  of  it  by  Government,  they  did  not  fear  to  avow  it,  though 
they  would  not  make  any  fuch  avowal  from  compulfion  ;  but  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  as  far  as  the  objedt  of  jhe  motion  invofved  no  in- 
convenience, no  objedlion  would  be  made  to  the  difclofure  of  the 
names,  &c.  now  called  for.  He,  for  one,  felt  that  it  might  be  cx- 
treinely  advifeable  that  fuch  names  (hould  be  laid  before  thc^  HoufCj 
and  even  the  icafons  for  their  imprifonmcnt,  though  not,  perhaps, 
on  account  of  the  motives  which  a£tuated  the  honourable  Baronet's 
motion  ;  for  he  was  far  from  being  advcrfc  to  letting  the  Houfe 
and  the  public  fee  what  ufe  had  been  made  by  Minifters  of  the 
difcretionary  power  entruftcd  to  their  hands.  Upon  the  whole  he 
was  confident  that  the  country  had  derived  the  moft  elTenttal  fer- 
vices  from  it  fince  laft  fclTion  ;  and  however  they  might  feel  exempt 
from  doubts  or  apprehenfions,  yet  he  could  fay  that  the  crifis  of 
danger  was  fo  far  paft  as  to  leave  us  without  a  wifti  to  fee  the  fame 
power  revived  and  continued ;  but  he  would  take  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  this  fubjeft  ;  at  pre- 
fent, he  would  only  fay,  xthat  much  of  our  prefent  fecuriry  and 
profperity  had  arifen  from  the  wife  precautions  hitherto  adopted, 
and  a  due  regard  to  that  fecurity  and  profperity  (hould  make  us  he- 
fitate  on  precipitately  relinquilhing  that  wife  precaution.      This 
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the  Houfc  would  the  more  anxioufly  attend  to,  were  they  acquainted, 
as  they  one  day,  and  foon,  (hoqld  be,  with  the  alarming  dangers 
that  threatened  cycn  this  country  ;  dangers  which  nothing  but  the 
extreme  vigilance  of  Adminiflration  could  have  fucccfsfully  warded 
off.  Great  and  ample,  indeed,  were  the  powers  with  which  Go- 
vernment had  been  armed  ;  but  the  nation,  he  trufled,  was  fenfibie 
that  this  power  had  bc^n  wifely  and  faithfully  employed.  Upon 
tlirfc  topics,  however,  he  would  not  now  enlarge,  but  content  him- 
{f  )f  wirh  obferving,  that  for  the  reafons  he  had  advanced,  the  pre- 
..  •  HKiri  )n  had  his  moft  perfcdl  acquiefcence. 
.  .  .  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

« 

Turf  day,  December  II. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid: — I  rife,  Sir,  in  purfuance  of  a  notice  I 
p;ivc  fome  time  paft  to  make  a  motion,  and  to  fubmit  it  to  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Houfc  at  this  important  crifis  of  public  affairs  : 

"  That  it  is  the  duty  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  to  advifc  His 
"  Majcfty  ngainft  entering  into  any  cngagem.ents  which  fnay  prc- 
**  vent  or  impede  a  Negotiation  for  Peace,  whenever  a  difpofition 
**  (hall  be  fhewn  on  the  part  of  the  French  Republic,  to  treat  on 
**  terms  confident  with  the  fccurity  and  intcrcfls  of  the  Britifli 
"  empire." 

Sir,  I  truft  thit  you  and  the  Houfe  will  believe  me  when  T  fay 
that  no  man  can  be  more  impreffed  than  I  am  with  the  arduous 
nature  of  the  tiillv  I  have  undertaken ;  it  is,  all  circumftanccs  con- 
iidercd,  to  me  particularly  arduous,  for  reafons,  which  are  not  ne- 
ceffary,  all  of  them,  to  be  dated.  I  have  no  other  inducement  to 
corne  forward  than  (hat  which  arifcs  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  my 
duty,  nor  have  I  any  other  motive  whatever  for  what  I  am  now 
doing,  for  1  am  not  a(5^ing  in  concert  with  any  other  individual 
whatever,   being  impelled  fimply  by  the  fenfc  I  feel  of  my  duty, 

which  is  to  me  motive  fufficicnt. 

•I 

When  I  look  at  the  fituation  of  our  affairs  at  this  moment,  and 
compare  it  with  that  which  it  exhibited  fome  time  fince,  and  when 
I  couple  that  fituatiort  with  declarations  from  a  variety  of  quarters, 
as  well  as  from  the  hiiiheff,  which  ncccffarily  procured  great  weight 
wherever tTiey  were  known,  I  own  I  am  impelled  to  make  the  mo- 
tion which  I  have  juft  read  to  the  Houfe.  I  am  led  to  think  that 
the  pacific  diff  ofition  which,  foon  after  the  conference  at  Lifle,.  was 
manifefted  by  His  Majefty's  declaration,  has  been  abandoned,  and 
that  a  nfew  fpirit  has  begun  to  rife  up,  againft  which  I  enter  iViy 
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proteft.  The  fpirit  I  allude  tots  that  which  leads  to  an  extenfivc 
continental  connexion,  which  may,  in  the  opinion  of  many  very 
honcft  men,  be  advantageous  to  tiiis  country,  but  which,  in  my 
opinion,  muft  be  the  reverfc ;  and  this  is  a  matter  of  fo  much  im- 
portance to  the  welfare  of  this  country,  that  I  hope  the  Houfe  will 
not  think  me  too  aiTuming  if  I  requeft  their  attention  to  it. 

The  Houfe  will,  I  dare  fay,  agree  with  me  in  this,  that  the 
fhorteft  courfe  I  can  take  upon  this  occafion  is  moft  likely  to  be  the 
beft ;  and,  with  that  view,  I  think  I  cannot  do  better  than  to  pro- 
ceed to  anfwering 'thofc  points  which  I  conceive  are  likely  to  be 
urged  as  objedlions  to  my  motion.  I  ^ake  this  courfe,  becaufc  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  moft  plain  and  iimple  one  I  can  adopt.  I 
have  taken  all  pofiible  pains  to  learn  what  objedtions  are  likely  to 
be  urged  againft  the  motion.  I  have  looked  them  over  carefully, 
and,  if  I  could  find  that  thcfe  obje^ions  were  well  fourKf^d,  I 
ihould  not  have  felt  any  (hame  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  Ihould  have 
been  proud  to  come  forward  to  acknowledge  my  error,  and  to  aik 
pardon  of  the  Houfe  for  having  once  called  its  attention  to  a 
motion  wluch  I  was  convinced  was  improper  ;  but  the  more  I 
confider  the  matter,  the  more  I  am  convinced  I  was  right  in  my 
firft  conception  of  it. 

I  know  it  may  be  faid,  that  this  motion  is  an  encroachment  ,on 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  that  it  breaks  in  upon  the  un- 
doubted power  which  the  Crown  has  of  making  war  or  peace  ;  but 
I  think  this  is  a  point  which  will  not  be  much  infixed  upon  when  it  '' 
is  conlidered  that  the  power  of  this  Houfe  is  unqucftionable  with 
refpcft  to  gi'anting  ftipplies.  I  have,  as  a  Member  of  this  Houfe, 
as  good  a  right  to  fay,  that  the  fupplies  granted  to  the  Crown  (hall 
be  granted  exclufively  for  England,  as  to  fay,  what  no  man  doubts 
I  have  a  right  to  fay,  ihfte  (hall  not  be  any  fupply.  Nobody  dif- 
«putes  that  right  now  ;  and  I  apprehend  that  as  little  can  be  •  faid 
againft  the  other,  and  therefore  the  objedtion  that  this  motion  is 
an  encroachment  on  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  is  anfwcrcd. 

But  it  may  be  faid,  that  this  motion  has  a  tendency  to  damp  the 
fpirit  which  is  now  ridng  in  Europe.  If  that  fpirit  was  rifing,  and 
was  likely  to  animate  all  Egrope  againft  the  ambitious  projedts  of 
the  common  enemy,  I  (hould  be  fo  far  from  wi(hing  to  damp  it, 
that  i  (hould  wifh  to  infpire  the  ardour  of  it — I  (hould  be  the  lafl 
man  in  this  country  who  would  wi(h  to  difcourage  fuch  a  fpirit. 
[A  cry  of  **  Hear  !  Hear!'*  from  the  Miniftcr.]  But  I  have  no 
idea  that  my  motion  would,  if  aflcnted  to,  have  any  fuch  operation. 
I  fay  this,  becaufe  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  in  Europe  that  fpirit 
which  can  be  at  all  affeftcd  by  fuch  a  motion  as  that  which  is  mvt 
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before  you*  What  principle  there  is  to  govern  the  fpirlt  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  I  have. yet  to  learn  ;  by  what- 1  have  feen,  I  am  led 
to  think  there  is  no  fymptonv  of  any  fpirit  rifing  from  principle  in 
any  quarter ;  and  I  need  not  fay  much  to  convince  the  Houfe,  that 
the  value  of  any  fpirit,  and  even  the  duration  of  it,  mud  depend 
upon  the  principle  on  which  it  is  founded  :  and  yet  this  is  called  a 
plan  for  the  general  deliverance  of  Europe.  I  (hould  be  glad  to 
know  where  I  am  to  look  for  the  fpirit  which  has  this  tendency  ? 
I  haveobferved  the  conduftof  the  powers  of  the  Continent,  but  I 
cannot  fee  any  thing  like  this  fpirit.  Look  at  Pruflia  ;  that  power  has 
been  at  peace  now  for  three  years,  and  the  Minifter  of  the  French 
Republic  is  there  now  treated  with  all  the  refpedt  which  nations 
obferve  towards  thofe  with  whom  rtiey  wi(h  to  continue  a  good  on- 
derftanding  ;  at  leaft  there  is  no  appearance  of  the  want  of  cordi- 
ality between  his  Prufllan  Majefty  and  the  French  Republic.  If 
,  we  look  at  the  Emperor,  we  cannot  fay  there  is  any  difpute  adually 
between  him  and  the  French.  There  is,  indeed,  a  Congrefs  held 
at  Raddadt,  but  that  is,  I  believe,  nothing  more  than  a  trial  for 
each  party  to  make  the  beft  of  a  mere  fquabble  to  the  right  and  left 
bank  of  a  river.  If  you  look  at  RufTia,  you  will  not  fee,  or,  t  con- 
fefs  I  think  you  will  not  fee,  any  thing  interefting.  In  (hort,  I 
confefs  I  can  fee  nothing  from  that  quarter  but  profeflionj  in  which 
fpecics  of  afliftance  to  the  common  caufe,  none  can  go  farther  than 
the  Court  of  Petcrfburgh  ;  but,  really,  what  other  exertions  have 
been  made  from  that  quarter,  I  am  yet  to  learn.  If  we  look  at  the 
Ottoman  Porte,  we  fhall  fee,  at  leaft  I  can  fee,  nothing  like  prin- 
ciple in  the  fpirit  that  has  (hewn  itfelf.  I  fee,  indeed,  fome  refcnt- 
ment  exprcffcd  againft  what  I  undoubtedly  confider  as  a  fudden  aft 
of  ir^uftice.  If  any  body  fuppofes  that  I  do  -not  mean  to  lay  the 
French  have  been  guilty  of  the  moft  fcandalous  injufticC,  he  mif- 

-  takes  me  very  muchv  But  I  fee  nothing  in  the  conduA  of  the 
Ottoman  Porrc,  which  leads  me  to  think,  that  the  refentment  (hewn 
in  that  quarter  is  a  refentment  ariflng  from  any  principle  on  which 
we  can  reckon  for  any  permanency  :  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  to 
be  a  fpirit  that  may  be  appcafed  by  only  altering  the  courfe  of  that 
which  produced  it.  I  fee  nothing  like  a  fydematic  courfe  of  oppo- 
fition  to  the  ambitious  projedls  of  the  enemy  in  general.  The  fpirit 
of  oppoficion  to  the  enemy  there,  will  difcontinue  the  indant  tHcy 
gain  foMhcmfelves  what  they  want.  They  will  have  no  (hare  in 
the  general  deliverance  of  Europe.  Waiting,  therefore,  to  hear 
where  this  fpirit  to  rcfift  the  French  is  to  be  feen,  and  to  be  better 
informed  in  thefe  particulars  than  I  am  at  prefcnt,  - 1  (halL  go  on 

.     with  my  obfervations,  bclicvii^g,  as  I. do  in  my  confciencc,  that  I  am 
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doing  no  injury  whatever  to  the  ardour  of  any  of  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope.    But  it  may  bcfaid,  ^^  although  this  fptrit  dpcs  not  yet  ap- 
pear cvciy  where,  yet  your  motion-ought  not  to  be  made,  for  it  may 
prevent  that  fpirit  from  being  excited,  and  would  not  fuch  an  effed 
be  dangerous  to  the  general  confederacy?"     Certainly,   if  there  be 
fuch  a  confederacy  as  that  from  which  you  expedl  to  work  the  de- 
liverance of  Europe ;  but  I  apprehend  it  will  be  granted  to  me, 
that,  unlefs  the  confederacy  be  general,  it  cannot  be  attended  with 
any  cxtenfive  advantages.     If  only  one  power  or  two  powers  exert 
thcmfelves,  none  of  thofe  fplendid  obje<^s,  of  which  wij  have  heard 
a  good  deal,  can  be  rationally  exped^ed  to  be  accomplifhed.     Now, 
with  refpe£t  to  a  general  confedreacy,  I  am  not  fpeaking  at  random, 
or  on  fpeculation,  for  it  is  a  fubjed^  on  which  t  have  had  pofitive 
experience ;  and  which  experience,   under  all    the  circumft^nces 
with  which  it  comes  before  the  Houfe,  ought  to  make  it  cautious, 
at  leaft,  how  it  a£ls  in  future.     The  great  confederacy  againd 
France  was  when  the  unfortunate  Monarch  was  under  trial,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death — that   was   the   time  when  the  combined 
powers  were  in  the  greateft  force  againft  France  ;  it  was  then  that 
France   was  not  under  the  advantages  of  a   fettled  government ; 
when  all  that  fhe  poflefled  was  employed  only  to  rciift  ad^ual  inva- 
iion  ;  when  her  troops  were  raw  and  undifcipllncd,  and  when,  in 
(hort^  (he  had  nothing  to  depend  upon,  or  to  oppofe  to  all  her  difH-* 
culties,  but  the  energy  of  the  people.     This  was  the  time  when  the 
power  of  a  confederacy  againd  France  was  moft  formidable  to  her. 
Let  gentlemen  coniider  what  are  now  the  boundaries  of  the  French 
Republic,  and  then  let  them  look  at  what  is  to  be  effected  by  a  ge- 
neral confederacy.     Circumftances  muft  materially  have  changed 
from  thofe  of  the  former  before  we  can  reafonably  hope  for  any  ad- 
vantage from  a  new  Confederacy,  or  before  it  can  produce  any 
efkA  different  from  the  lad  ;  and  what  that  efkA  was,  I  have  no 
plcafure  in  detailing  to  the  Houfe.     What  produced  the  difcom- 
fiturc  of  the  Confederates  ?     The  flcill  of  the  French,  or  the  jea- 
loufy  and  indecifion  of  the  Confederates  ?     Take  which  you  will  of 
thefe  two,  and  the  conclufion  will  be  the  fame.     Shall  I  be  told  thaD 
the  fltill  of  the  French  is  Icfs  now  than  it  was  then  ?     That  their 
flrength  is  lefs ;  that  their  Generals  are  kfs  able,  their  army  lefs 
fieady  or  lefs  powerful  ? — I  think  not.   Sir.     Now  take  the  other 
fide,  the  alternative — is  there  now  a  greater  probability  that  the 
allies  will  adhero  to  each  other  better  than  they  did  formerly  ?  Have 
they  a  greater  ardour  for  the  common  caufe  now  than  they  had 
then  ?     Look  at  the  relative  (ituation  of  the  different  powers.      Is 
it  to  be  believed  that  Auftria  will  place  more  confidence  in  Prulfia, 
Vol.  VIL  Y 
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fuppofing  a  nem  confederacy  formed,  than  (he  did  formerly  ?  Can  we 
have  mo^e  confidence  in  either  of  them  after  we  have  been  deferled 
by  both  i    'Will  any  gentleman  fay  that  we  ought  to  vote  iaiger 
fupplies  than  any  that  have  yet  been  voted  for  the  parpofe  of  ad- 
jufling  this  or  that  point  which  may  belong  to  the  left  or  the  right 
fide  of  the  Rhine  P     Can  any  man  fay  that  thefe  are  points  eflen* 
tial  to  the  welfare  of  Great  Britain  ?     Can  any  of  the  powers  ex- 
pert much  from  the  co-operation  of  Ruflfia  ?     Can  the  Emperor 
expe<Sl  much  cordial  fupport  from  thofe  who  have  deferred  him 
already  ?     Can  we  look  with  any  degree  of  hope  from  the  decifive 
and  prompt  adion  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  ?     Will  any  man  lay  his 
hand  upon  his  heart  and  fay,  that  any  of  the  combinations  I  have 
fiated  can  be  of  real  fervice  to  Great  Britain  ?     Well ;  but  the 
queilion  is  altered,  and  other  nations  now  feel  wh^t  their  intercfis 
are  better  than  they  did  formerly,   Thofe  who  re6efi  on  the  terKMir 
of  State  Papers,  on  the  Manifeftoes  of  1793  and  I794f  will  do 
the  parties  combined  againft  France  the  jufiice  to  fay,  that  whatever 
they  may  have  failed  in,  they  did  not  fail  in  foretelKng  the  enorini- 
tics  of  France.     Nothing  that  has  happened  could  have  aftoniChed 
the  confederate  powers,  for  they  predided  all  the  evils  that  have 
happened  in  confequence  of  the  anarchy  of  France — nothing  has 
happened  which  they  did  not  diftin£lly  foretell ;  nor  did  they  fail  to 
afcribe  all  the  evils  that  have  happened  to  French  principles— 'and 
here  it  is  proper  I  (hould  explain  what  I  mean  by  French  princi- 
ples ;  I  think  this  the  more  neceifary,  becaufe  they  are  mifunder* 
ftood  by  fome,  or  at  lead  they  are  differently  underftood  by  different 
perfons.     Some  gentlemen  call  all  defire  for  a  parliamentary  or 
other  reform,  in  any  concern  to  the  nation,   the  refult  of  French 
principles :  with  fuch  men  1  cannot  agree.     But  as  to  thofe  French 
principles  which  have   produced,    and  are  fupporting  the  preient 
t}Tanny  of  France,  no  man  would  rife  up  fooner  than  myfelf  to 
reprobate  or  rejoice  m6re  heartily  at  the  extindion  of  fuch  a  prin- 
ciple.    But  can  you  fappofe  that  any  thing  can  be  done  to  inflame 
the  refentment  of  all  thefe  perfons  more  than  has  been  done  by  the 
French  Republic  ?     Can  you  (bppofe  that  any  thing  can  be  done  to 
excite  deeper  hatred  in  Monarchy  againft  French  principles  than  the 
condudi  held  towards  th^  Monarch  ?     Can  you  believe  that  the 
nobility  of  any  country  can  have  greater  anger  againft  any  thing  than 
they  have  ^infi  tllat  condudl  which  abolifhed  their  whole  order  at 
once,  andVU'orked  the  total  dc(lru61ion  of  their  titles  ?      Do  you 
believe  that  any  thing  would  make  the  prayers  of  the  Church  more 
ferventagainft  anarchy  than  the  overthrowing  altogether  of  all  Church 
cdablifhment  ?     Can  you  imagine  any  thing  more  likdy  to  enrage 
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the  lords  of  manors,  and  fuch  perfons,  than  the  total  confilcalion 
of  feudal  property,  and  the  extindtion  of  feudal  rights  ?  Thefe  are 
the  men  who  once  united  againft  France  ;  and  it  is  from  an  union 
of  thefe  again  that  you  look  for  the  deliverance  of  Europe,  as  it  is 
called.  Can  any  thing  happen  to  increafe  their  abhorrence  of 
French  principles  ?  If  there  can,  I  own  I  do  not  know  what  it  is  ; 
and  I  (hall  wait  to  be  informed  upon  that  fubje^t  finom  gentlemen 
on  the  other  (ide.  I  would  a(k  one  general  qiieftion— Can  you 
fuppofe  that  you  will  fuccecd  by  this  new  confederacy  in  any  one 
thing  that  will  be  of  the  leaft  fervice  to  this  country,  for  you  really 
Ihouki  not  embark  in  any  thing,  unlefs  you  have  a  didind  objed  in 
view  ?  I  (hould  be  glad  to  fee  France  driven  to  her  former  limits  ; 
I  ftlbuld  be  glad  too  if  I  (aw  her  renounce  her  principle  of  ambition, 
and  third  for  extent  of  territory.  I  am  of  opinion  that  (be  (hews 
the  badnefs  of  her  Government,  by  endeavouring  to  fpread  it ;  and 
I  think  I  fee  the  fad  nature  of  her  liberty  by  the  eagernefs  with 
which'{he  endeavours  to  extend  it  to  her  foes — biit  can  you  really 
believe,  that,  after  having  got  Mantua,  Luxemburgh,  and  other 
places,  that  flie  is  more  eafily  to  be  driven  within  her  ancient  limits 
than  (he  was  before  fhe  made  thefe  acquifitions  ?  Or  will  any  man 
fay,  that  this  objeA  is  to  be  accompliihed  without  a  great  evil  hap- 
pening to  this  country  ;  in  fliort,  without  fuch  confequences  to  the 
finances  of  this  country  as  the  moft  famguine  calculator  cannot  look 
ujion  without  difmay  ?  Where  is  youf  line  of  dcmiurcation  to  be 
drawn  i  But  although  you  are  not  to  be  the  conquerors  of  France, 
but  are  only  to  reduce  her  to  her  antient  limits,  do  not  think  that 
other  powers  will  go  on  with  you,  even  in  that  obje£t ;  they  will 
not  aid  and  aflfift  you  in  refloring  to  each  other  what  has  been,  loft ; 
the  confederacy,  if  it  be  formed,  would  diflblve  long  before  that 
objed  could  be  accomplifhed.  But,  if  you  could  accomplt(h  that 
objed,  I  ain  fure  you  may  neverthelefs  adopt  my  motion,  for  there 
is  nothing  in  it  hoftile  to  that  idea— -there  is  not  a  fyllable  in  my 
motion  which  goes  to  prevent  the  powers  of  Europe  from  joining 
againft  France ;  but  indead  of  our  endeavouring  to  extend  the  con- 
federacy, we  (hould  leave  them  to  apply  to  us.  You  fay,  you  will 
bring  about  the  deliverance  of  Europe.  Do  not  fay  fo— you 
cannot  accompli(h  Jt,  and  I  wiih  you  not  to  make  fo  extravagant 
an  attempt. 

Another  point  that  may  be  urg^,  is«  that  my  motion  tends  to  pre* 
vent  others  from  (hewing  their  principles,  and  that  it  tends  to  decide 
upon  the  aggreflions  of  the  enemy  towards  other  powers  ;  by  which 
means,  it  may  fiand  in  the  way  of  the  aflfertion  of  thofe  rights, 
which  lead  to  honourable  terms  of  peace  for  this  country.     This 
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a|>pears  ftrong  at  the  &ft  fight ;  but  if  I  did  not  conceive  there  was 
nn  anfwer  to  it,  you  would  not  have  had  the  trouble  of  hearing  me 
this  day,  for  I  would  not  urge  a  (ingle  argument  that  could  tend  to 
impede  honourable  terms  to  this  country.  But  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  will  have  the  goodnefs  always  to  bear  in  mind,  that 
the  interefl  and  honour  of  the  Britith  empire,  or  rather,  the  terms  of 
peace  that  .inay  favour  the  intereft  and  honour  of  the  Britifli  em- 
pire, are  points  on  which  I  will  not  fay  a  tingle  word.  I  do  not 
think  it  regular  or  decent. to  do  fo ;  they  are  points  which  always 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  confideration  of  Minifters.  I  think  I  fbouki 
be  encroaching  on  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  if  I  were  to  (ay, 
^hat  is  and  what  is  not  for  tht  fecurity,  the  honour,  or  the  intereft 
of  the  Britiih  empire.  But  although  I  (hall  abftain  from  any  de- 
clarations of  my  own  upon  fuch  topics,  yet  Minifters  have  pat  into 
His  Majefty  s  mouth,  after  the  breaking  off  the  conference  at  Lifle, 
words  that  are, tantamount  to  the  fpirit  of  my  motion.  His  Majefiy 
there  fays  nothing  of  the  general  deliverance  of  Europe.  I  do  not 
blame  the  declaration  on  that  account,  on  the  contrary,  I  applaud 
it ;  and  if  the  fpirit  held  out  on  that  occafion  had  been  kqtt  op, 
you  would  not  have  the  trouble  of  hearing  me  on  the  preidnt  coca- 
lion  :  it  is,  becaufe  I  conceive  that  fuch  fpirit  has  been  departed 
from,  that  I  come  forward  with  my  motion.  The  Houfe  will  now 
be  pleafed  to  hear  part  of  His  Majefty's  declaration^  after  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  conference  at  Liflc 

"  While  this  determination  continues  to  prevail.  His  Majcfty's 
earned  wiflies  and  endeavours  to  reftorc  peace  to  his  fubjefts  muft 
be  fruitlefs.  But  his  fentiments  remain  unaltered.  He  looks  with 
anxious  expcflation  to  the  moment  when  the  Government  of  France 
may  (hew  a  difpofition  and  fpirit  in  any  degree  correfponding  to 
his  own.  And  he  renews,  even  now,  and  before  all  Europe,  the 
folcmn  declaration,  that  in  fpite  of  repeated  provocations,  and  at 
the  very  nrioment  when  his  claims  have  been  ftrengthened  and 
confirmed  by  that  frefli  fuccefs  which,  by  the  blefling  of  Provi- 
dence, has  recently  attended  his  arms,  he  is  yet  ready  (if  the 
calamities  of  war  can  now  be  clofcd)  to  conclude  peace  on  the 
fame  moderate  and  equitable  principles  and  terms  which  he  has 
before  propofed — the  rejeflion  of  fuch  terms  muft  now^  more 
than  ever,  demonftrate  the  implacable  animofity  and  infatiablc 
ambition  of  thofe  with  whom  he  has  to  contend,  and  to  them 
alone  muft  the  future  confequences  of  the  prolongation  of  the  war 
be  afcribcd.*' 

[A7//^  Debrett's  State  Papers,  vol.  vi.  fo.  272  and  feq.] 
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Thcfiy  Sir,  I  may  at  kai):  a(k  whether  I  am  not  propodiig  a 
ineafure  on  the  plan  of  ti^u  declaration  I  have  laid  now  befoce 
you  ?  I  am  not  propoling  any  thing  that  (hall  bind  Government 
as  to  terms,  but  I  leave  the  terms  to  Government  to  fettle  ;  I  am 
anxious  only  to  renew  the  fpiric  of  a  declaration,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  did  honour  to  His  Majefty's  Councils  at  the  time  it  ifliied. 
If  this  motion  of  mine  is  to  be  negatived,  I  think  it  is  incumbent  oa 
thoTe  who  oppofe  it,  to  (hew  what  has  altered  the  courfe  we  ought 
to  take  ;  for,  until  that  be  done,  our  fincerity  in  the  new  confederacy 
will  be  doubted  &nd  diftrufted.  It  will  be  impoflible  for  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters  to  perfuade  the  other  powers  of  Europe  that  they 
are  endeavouring  to  deliver  them  all  from  the  enormity  of  Franee, 
until  they  are  able  to  erafe  the  fcal  from  the  declaration,  part  of 
which  I  have  juft  been  reading  to  the  Houfe.  If  theydepait 
from  that  declaration,  they  fliould  fiate  what  it  is  thatjuftifies  them 
for  that  departure.  The  principle  of  the  declaration  is  a  very 
^ood^one ;  and  if  Miniflers  adopt  any  other,  they  (hould  aiSgn  a 
reafon  for  fo  doing.  There  are  but  two  reafons  that  I  know  of 
than  can  be  applicable'  to  the  cafe-— one  is,  the  aggrefHon  of  the 
French  in  Switzerland.  No  man  looks  at  that  event  with  mote 
horror  than  I  do ;  no  man  would  do  more,  if  I  could  do  any  thing 
efiedlual,  to  counteract  it :  but,  remember  that  that  aggreflion, 
great  and  iniquitous  as  it  was,  had  not  the  charms  of  novelty  ^-Re- 
member it  was  the  fame  in  the  cafe  of  Venice— [A  cry  of  "  Hear! 
Hear !  Hear  !"j — Gentlemen  may  prepare  for  another  cry^I  aik, 
does  this  fptrit  of  oppofition  to  the  common  enemy  arife  from  any 
thing  that  is  new  in  the  courfe  of  aggreflion  towards  neutral  powers? 
The  next  reafon  is  the  victory  of  Admiral  Nelfon  ;  it  was  moft 
unqueftionably  great,  lingular,  and  glorious ;  but  it  (hould  not,  in 
my  opinion,  change  thedifpoiition  manifeded  in  that  declaration  I 
have  recited,  after  the  conference  at  Lifle  ;  and  it  (hould  be  recol- 
lected that  the  declaration  was  made  after  the  brilliant  vi<3ory  of 
Lord  Duncan.  I  fay  that  declaration  at  that  time  ought  to  have 
been  revered,  as  I  hope  it  was,  by  all  JSurope,  fince  it  manifeded 
that  even  exultation  and  triumph  did  not  (bnd  in  the  way  of  His 
Majefty's  difpolitions  for  peace  to  Europe.  Am  I  to  underftand 
that  the  lad  fplendid  achievement  of  Lord  Nelfon  is  to  caufe  a  de- 
parture from  thefe  pacific  difpolitions,  which  on  a  former  occafioa 
did  fo  much  honour  to  HisMajedy's  Councils  ? 

The  lad  objedlion  I  believe  is,  that  this  motion  may  operate  as  a 
notice  to  France,  that  we  cannot  any  farther  co-operate  with  our 
allies.  I  fay,  we  (hould  endeavour  to  make  an  honourable  peace  ; 
I  do  not  fay  what  the  terms  are  that  will  entitle  it  to  that  defcrip- 
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tion ;  that  I  lesLVtj  where  I  think  I  ought  to  leave  k,  with  His 
Majefty's  MinifterSy  but  I  do  fay  that  when  that  is  capable  of  being 
€fie^ed>  I  (hould  be  glad  to  hear  any  gentleman  aflfign  any  reafon 
why  this  war  (hould  be  continued  on  our  part  for  one  moment. 
But  is  it  poffible  for  England  to  continue  the  war  without  co-opera- 
ting with  other  powers  ?  I  fay  you  do  co-operate  by  your  naval 
•exertions.  Look  at  your  exertions  of  laft  year ;  have  you  not  moft 
tSEsStuzny  co-operated  with  all  who  oppofcd  the  French  laft  yesr  i 
'Moft  unqucftionably  you  have.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
can  paint  the  effects  of  our  naval  triumphs  much  more  beautifully  ; 
bt  can  defcribe  them  much  more  eloquently  than  I  can  do.  Bat  I 
can  defire  you  to  look  at  the  French  marine.  I  can  affirm  with 
truth  that  no  man  living  rejoices  more  than  I  do  at  our  naval  tri- 
umphs. I  have  to  obferve  alfo  that  the  French  trade  is  now  neatly 
deftroyed  ;  and  fpeaking  from  my  confcience  I  declare,  that  in  our 
naval  operations  we  have  really  done  wonders  ;  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  himfelf  cannot  fay  any  thing  on  that  point  to 
which  I  km  not  ready  to  give  my  hearty  aflfent.  By  the  force  of  our 
'fleet  I  am  ready  to  fay  that  we  Ihould  cooperate  with  other  powers 
againft  France  ;  but  if  hy  co-operation  you  mean  the  fending  of 
troops  to  the  Continent,  I  here  proteft  againft  fuch  co-operation.  If 
you  fend  to  any  of  the  other  powers  any  pecuniary  afliftance  what- 
ever, either  under  the  title  of  loan,  fublidy,  or  otherwife ;  in  the 
•name  of  the  comfort,  or  quiet,  or  fafety  of  this  country,  I  here  pro- 
teft againft  it.  I  do  not  mean  that  you  (hould  meanly  or  pufiUa- 
nimouily  withdraw  from  the  conteft  \  I  am  the  laft  man  that  would 
council  fuch  withdrawing ;  but  we  have  no  necefTity  to  do  fo  ;  our 
courfe  is  marked  out  for  us ;  and  by  purfuing  it  we  (hall  co-ope- 
rate rooft  efFedlually  ;  that  is,  by  the  exertion  of  our  naval 
firength,  as  we  did  laft  year,  always  bearing  in  mind  that  there  is 
net  in  my  motion  one  word  that  tends  to  preventing  fuch  co-opera- 
tion until  we  (hall  fee  an  opening  for  peace  ;  not  a  momentary  cef- 
•fati«n  of  hoftilities,  but  a  peace  that  (hall  be  con(iftent  with  the  ho- 
nour, intereft,  and  real  fecurity  of  the  Briti(h  empire. 

I  lecolledt  one  obje£)ion  more  that  may  be  made  to  my  motion ; 
that  it  (hites  that  which  no  man  will  difpute,  and  that,  therefore,  it 
is  fuperfluous  to  vote  it,  namely,  "  that  an  honourable  peace  is  a 
'good  thing."  It  (hall  be  fo  difpofed  of  if  you  pleafe  ;  but  I  (ball 
have  gained  for  the  country  all  I  wanted  if  I  gain  a  renewal  of 
'His  Majcfty *s  declaration  in  the  year  1 7  9  7 .  I  (hould  not  be  fatisfied 
if  I  &id  much  lefs,  although  fomething  lefs  I  do  fay,  by  the  motion 
which  is  now  before  you.  I  afk  for  nothing  but  a  renewal  of  the 
fame  pacific  temper  which  was  manifefted  by  His  Majcfly  in  1797* 
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His  Maje%*s  Minifiers  are  left,  as  they  ought  to  be,  to  tdce  case 
of  the  terms  that  may  at  any  time  be  the  rcfult  of  fuch  a  dedaia- 
tion,  and  they  are  of  courfe,  as  they  ought  to  be,  to  continue  retpxir* 
fibk  for  the  ufe  they  make  of  the  power  they  poiTefs.     But  perhaps 
tome  gpntlemcn  will  anfwer  me,  by  declaring  they  think  this  an  un* 
£ivourable  moment  to  proclaim  to  Europe  your  pacific  di(jpo(itions«^ 
I  think  otherwife ;  and  I  truft  no  man  will  iay,  that  this  is  a  mean 
attempt  to  fue  for  peace ;  and  I  certainly  have  no  intention  it 
fliould  be  fo  conceived  ;  for  I  really  feel  too  much  of  Afc  pride  of 
an  Englifhman  ;  and  participate  too  much  in  the  triumphs  of  my 
countrymen  to  fuppofe,  that  any  fuch  thing  can  be  fufpeded  ;  bat 
between  fuing  for  peace,  and  holding  out  a  fober  language  of  coiv- 
ciliation,  there  is,  I  apprehend,  a  very  clear  dif&rence.     No  man 
would  do  more  than  myfelf  to  avoid  any  chedc  upon  the  national 
honour,  or  the  national  pride  ;  but  even  thefe  confiderations  muft 
.keep  company  with  others  which  refer  to  the  fituation  of  our  af« 
fairs.     You  Ihould  really  look  at  that  fituation  now,  and  compare 
it  with  that  of  your  fituation  in  1797-     Do  you  fee  in  it  any  thing 
that  encourages  you  to  proceed  and  perfevere  in  aflfii^ing  others  upon 
the  Continent  ?     If  gentlemen  have  ever  thought  it  worth  their 
while  to  think  on  any  thing  i  have  faid  in  this  Houfe,  they  will  do 
me  the  juftice  to  remember  that  I  never  exaggerated  or  deprefifed 
the  ftatement  of  our  finances ;    I  always  fpoke  of  them  as  I 
thought  of  them.     But  I  muft  now  fay  that,  great  and  flourifliing 
as  our  refources  have  been,  our  finances  are  now  in  a  flate  which 
no.  man  who  has  the  intereft  of  this  country  at  heart  can  think  of 
without  anxiety.     We  are  carrying  on  a  war,  the  expence  of  which 
by  eftimate  is  30  millions  a  year  ;  that  is  to  fay,  a  war  in  which 
the  expence  is  two  millions  and  a  half  every  month.     In  fix  years 
you  have  added  nearly  150  millions  fterling  to  your  debt,  by  which 
you  have  created  the  necefiity  of  adding  to  your  annual  burdeQs 
eight  millions,  a  fum  equal  to  the  whole  of  your  expenditure  when      / 
his  prefent  Majefty  afcended  the  Throne,     If  I  were  to  fay  f'*^*^^ 
the  real  addition  to  your  debt  will  at  the  end  of  the  prefent  yea^  ^^. 
180  millions,  I  ihould  not  go  beyond  the  point ;  and  that  th^  ^^• 
nual  expenditure  of  the  country  cannot  be  lefs  than  28,  but' I  will 
fay  26  millions  (for  I  would  not  provoke  difcuflTion  on  ^^>:y  thinjg    . 
that  is  incidental  to  the  main  defign  I  have  in  calling  the  attention 
of  the  Houfcto  what  I  fubmit) ;  but,  taking  things  on  the  moft  mo- 
derate fcale,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
htmfelf,  (anguine  as  he  is,  thinks  that  theaHairsof  this  country  can  . 
be  winded  up  for  a  peace  eftablifhment  without  great  difiliculty* 
only  think  for  a  moment  upon  the  meafure  before  you  already,  by 


\l 


i6«  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commohs. 

which  a  tenth  of  every  man's  income  is  to  be  taken  under  one  head, 
independent  of  all  other  impods,  to  fupport  the  State,  ai^i  that  thi» 
fobjeds  every  man  to  the  inconvenience  of  having  his  accounts  ex* 
amined ;  and,  under  thefe  circumftances,  think  whether  it  is  not 
worth  your  while  to  look  a  little  farther  on  before  you  embark  and 
go  forward.^  I  have  formerly  taken  the  liberty  of  dating  that  the 
great  transfer  of  property  in  this  country  muft  be  attended  intScA^ 
highly  detrimental  to  the  Engli(h  charader  ;  that  in  time  you  wiH 
have  a  beggared  gentry  and  overgrown  merchants,  as  two  clafies  in 
your'fociety.  We  are  called  an  armed  Nation.  I  feel  as  much 
pride  as  any  EngUfliman  ought  to  feel  at  the  readinefs  with  which 
my  countrymen  (hew  their  attachment  to  the  country  by  qualifying 
themfelves  for  defending  it  by  arms  ;  but  this  is  not  a  condition  of 
things  which  can  continue  long  in  this  country— befides,  I  am  ap* 
prehenfive  that  it  muft  inevitably  increafe  the  influence  of  the 
Crown,  which  is  a  great  evil  in  its  very  nature.  This  muft  be 
evident  (6  any  one  who  looks  at  the  coUedion  of  our  revenue  ;  add 
to  this  the  efFed  of  having  under  military  difcipline,  fo  many  who 
are  wanted  in  the  civil  affairs  of  life.  Remember,  alfo,  that  the 
law  has  now  filenced  every  man  in  the  country  every  where  except 
in  this  Houfe :  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad  is  fufpet^ed,  and  that 
no  man  can  fay  he  is  free.  When  all  thefe  things  are  put  together, 
I  would  afk,  am  I  fpeaking  like  a  man  of  integrity  or  not  when  I 
fay  that  the  Conftitution  of  England  cannot  weather  fuch  a  ftorm  as 
this  much  longer  than  the  pockets  of  the  people  can  hold  out  againft 
all  the  claims  that  are  made  upon  them  ? 

As  to  the  other  parts  of  the  empire-^Ircland  for  inftance,  I 
Ihall  fay  but  little  ;  but  I  underftand,  that,  notwithftanding  all  the 
efforts  to  curb  and  rcprcfs  rebellion  there,  farther  exertions  arc  ftill 
wanted  for  that  purpofe.  I  am  here  merely  hinting  at  things'— I 
am  not  to  be  charged  with  arguing  thefe  points ;  that  I  avoid  for 
^ea^  ^  \^  which  the  Houfe  may  eafily  guefs.  If  we  look  at  our 
atwi  *<nients  in  the  Eaft,  we  fhall  fee  very  large  expences.  With 
imir^  to  the  fituation  of  the  enemy,  they  have  now,  if  not  the 
fimfyg^itainly  the  moft  fuccefsful  General  in  Eurc^ ;  he  is  now 
at  the  nead  of  a  large  army  in  Egypt,  where  he  has  been  many 
months  "Without  having,  as  I  underftand,  experienced  any  very  ma- 
terial check,  although^  as  I  have  faid  already,  he  has  been  there 
feveral  months — I  believe  five  or  fix  months.  Should  he  come 
back  again  to  France,  and  fhould  he  turn  his  mind  againft  this 
country,  I  hope  we  fhould  be  able  to  meet  him  ;  hut  it  would  be  a 
very  fcrious  thing.  Then  look  at  the  Weft  Indies — and  here  the 
firft  thing  that  prefcnts  itfelf  to  my  mind  is  the  evacuation  of  St. 


<l>6mii1go.  I  db  not  DMan  die  leaft  reproach  6n  the  gallant  oiEcer 
^Mfho  conduAed  that  evacuation  :  on  the  contrary,  I  am  happy  in 
ttie  opportunity  here  prefented  to  me  to  bear  public  teAimony  of 
the  great  value  of  bis  military  fervices  ;  and  I  hope  for  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  fo  in  private ;  but,  for  reafons  that  do  not  call  in 
qnefiion  the  condud  of  that  able  officer,  the  evacuation  of  St.  Do- 
mingo 18  an  alarming  thing  to  thofe  who  have  any  efteem  for  our 
Weft- India  pofleffions.  Here  was  a  power  to  be  raifed,  that  coft, 
tis  I  underftand,  ten  millions^  of  Britifli  money,  and  ten  thoufand 
Sritilh  fubjefis !  From  this  frightful  expenditure  of  blood  and  money, 
what  was  the  refult  .'50  thoufand  Blacks  ftarted  up  in  arms :  thus, 
widiin  a  few  hours  fail  of  our  Weft-India  Colonies,  there  is  a  force 
of  no  lefs  than  50  thoufand  blackmen  difciplined  and  trained  to 
arms,  and  enflamed  with  enthufiaftie  notions,  concerning  liberty. 
I  have  no  ddire  to  fay  more  on  this  fubjedt  than  is  neceflary  to 
snake  die  thing  intdligible.  If  I  had  the  eloquence  of  the  Chan-* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  could  make  Ais  matter  appear  moft 
Iiorribly  to  the  Houfe  ;  even  without  fuch  powers,  I  could  make 
this  Houfe  very  uneafy  at  this  fubjed  ;  but  I  have  no  fuch  thing 
in  view :  my  objed  is  anfwered,  if  I  imprefs  on  your  mind,  Sir, 
that  from  the  relative  fituation  of  the  Britifti  empire,  we  have 
enough  to  do  for  ourfelves,  without  embarking  in  any  intermediate 
fcheme  for  the  deliverance  of  Europe.  We  have  been  conceme4 
now  for  (ix  years,  in  what  is  called  the  common  caufe,  for  no  de- 
terminate objedl  that  I  ever  could  fee.  It  is  time  for  us  now  to  have 
Ibmefeparate  care  of  ourfelves,  by  which  I  do  not  mean  any  pulilla- 
nimous  or  daftardly  defertion  of  the  conteft ;  but  that  whenever 
France  (hail,  by  force  of  arms,  or  otherwife,  become  moderate  and 
lational  in  her  public  views,  we  may  be  in  a  fituation  to  meet  her 
on  the  fcale  of  prudence  and  difcretion. 

Feeling  as  I  do,  for  the  glory  of  England,  as  a  man,  as  ^ 
Member  of  Parliament,  I  could  not  take  notice  of  the  expreflion 
in  the  fpcech  from  the  Throne,  relating  to  our  own  energy  and 
virtue,  without  wifliing  that  fuch  energy  and  virtue  (hould  be  em- 
ployed in  our  own  behalf,  and  not  to  be  made  in  any  degree  de- 
pendent on  the  energy  and  virtue  of  others ;  I  fay,  let  England 
purfue  the  fame  condudi  as  fhe  did  laft  year,  and  flic  will  purfuc 
her  ihtereft,  and,  perhaps,  may  bring  about  tranquillity  ;  but  if  we 
go  on  with  loofe  and  indefinite  notions  of  the  deliverance  of  Europe, 
fuch  will  be  the  certain  charge  of  it,  that  I  have  no  difficulty  in 
faying,  that  the  tffeA  will  be  a  load  and  a  weight  which  no  re- 
fources  you  have,  or  can  have,  will  enable  you  to  bear.  The  re- 
foarces  of  this  country  arc,  thank  God,  very  great ;  but  perhaps 
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much  of  that  arifes  out  of,  and  is  attributable  to  the  general  con- 
vulfed  (late  of  Europe ;  if  fo,  we  ought  to  be  the  more  careful  of 
our  means.  People  may  praife  the  rcfources  of  this  country  as 
much  as  they  pleafe,  but  we  mud  not  difguife  from  ourfelves  our 
real  (ituation.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  too  much 
candour  and  (incerity  to  deny  that  he  muft  have  great  difficulties  in 
winding  up  the  accounts  of  this  country.  I  (hall  give  no  farther 
opinion  upon  this  point.  .  When  the  energy  of  this  country  rjfes  to 
its  height,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  employed  in  any  vilionary  projeAs, 
but  vvill  be  directed  to  a  clearly  defined  point  for  the  intereft  oC 
Great  Britain.  I  have  now  to  thank  the  Houfe  for  its  kind  atDea- 
tion.  I  have,  perhaps,  trcfpafled  farther  than  I  (hotsld  have  done, 
but  the  Houfe  will  feel  Tome  advantage  from  its  indulgence  to  me  ; 
for  unlefs  fomething  (hould  be  faid  to-night,  of  which  at  prefcnt  I 
have  no  conception,  I  (hall  not  avail  myfelf  of  the  cuftomary  privi- 
lege of  fpeaking  again.  I  thoiight  it  was  my  du^  to  fay  thus  much. 
If  the  French  could  be  driven  within  their  antient  limits,  no  man 
would  more  heartily  rejoice  than  I  (hould  ;  but  if  any  calamity 
(hould  ibllQw  the  fieps  that  are  to  be  purfued  on  behalf  of  this 
country,  it  is  a  confolation  to  me  that  I  have  lifted  up  my  voice, 
feeble  as  it  is,  with  the  beft  endeavours  to  promote  the  real  in- 
tcrefts  of  my  country. 

Mr<  Tierney   concluded  by  making    his  motion   as  before 
ftated. 

Mr.  CANNING  rofc  and  faid :— Mr.  Speaker,  If  I  might 
judge  of  the  impreflion  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech, 
from  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  received,  and  particularly 
from  the  unufual  degree  of  apathy  and  languor  which  has  prevailed 
on  that  (ide  of  the  Houfe  on  which  he  (its ;  I  (hould  be  led  to  be- 
lieve, tliat  the  ardour  manifeOed  on  this  (ide  of  the  Houfe  by  my 
noble  and  hpnourable  friends  who  rofe  at  the  fame  time  with  me, 
was,  perhaps,  ^ore  than  the  occadon  required : — and  I  zffare  you. 
Sir,  I  (hould  not  have  pre(red  myfelf  upon  your  attention,  if  I  had 
thought  the  occa(ion  one  which  demanded  abilities  like  theirs;— ^f 
I  had  not  felt,  that  what  arguments  I  have  to  (Vate  in  oppo(ition  to 
the  honourable  gentleman's  motion,  are  fo  clear  and  plain  in  themy- 
fclves,  as  to  require  little  aid  from  any  talents  in  the  perfon  who 
dates  them. 

The  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  cannot  be  denied  to  b« 
of  an  extraordinary  nature  \  and  he  has  certainly  treated  it  in  a  very 
extraordinary  manner.  I  conceive  it  to  be  confonant  as  well  to  the 
rules  of  the  Huufe,  as  the  reafon  of  the  ttung,  that  the  Houfe  (hould 
not  be  urged  to  the  adoption  of  a  new  and  unufual  meaCure,  with^ 
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out  its  being,  in  the  firft  place,  eftablt(hed,  that  there  exifts  (omc  n^- 
ceffity  for  adopting  it,  or  that  fome  advantage  may  be  gained  by 
doing  fo.     I  did  exped,  therefore,  from  the  honourable  gentlerhan, 
rather  fome  folid  reafons  for  the  meafure  which  he  has  propofcd, 
than  an  anticipation  of  the  objedions  which  he   thought  might  be 
urged  againft  it.     He  has  contented  himfelf,  however,  with  endea* ' 
vouring  to  dcftroy  the  validity  of  fcvcral  argOments  which  he  has' 
heard  out  of  doors,  and  which  he  expeds  to  hear  to-night  againft  the 
motion  that  he  has  made  ;  but  he  has  omitted,  what  feenied  to  me ' 
to-be  more  peculiarly  incumbent  upon  him,  an  explanation  of  the 
motives  which  induced  him  to  make  it. 

I  admit  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been  not  unfuccefs- 
ful  in  anticipating  feveral  of  the  mod  obvious  and  prominent  objec- 
tions againft  his  motion  ;  I  cannot  think  that  he  has  been  equally- 
fortunate  in  removing  them.  I  (hall  certainly  have  occafion,  in ' 
the  courfe  of  what  I  have  to  (ky,  to  reflate  many  or  moft  of  thofe' 
which  he  has  anticipated,  and  not  without  the  hope  of  eflablifhing 
them  to  the  convidion  of  the  Houfe.  I  (hall  follow  him  through 
thefe  objedlions,  as  nearly  as  I  can,  in  the  fame  order  in  which  he 
has  brought  them  forward. 

The  firft  objcftion  which  he  expe6tsto  hear,  but  upon  which  I 
am  certainly  not  inclined  to  lay  the  greateft  fh-efs,  is  the  point  of 
conflitutional  form.     It  is  by  ho  means  my  intention  to  contend, 
that  the  nature  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  motion,  though  extra- ' 
ordinary,  is  wholly  unprecedented,— -much  lefs  to  deny  the  power 
and  the  right  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  offer  its  advice  to  His 
Majefhr,  on  any  fubjcft,  cither  of  negotiation,  or  of  war.     I  know 
they  have  at  feveral  times  interfered  in  both.     It  is,  indeed,  fome-' 
what  fingular,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  (hould  not  himfelf 
have  cited  any  of  the  former  inflances  of  fuch  an  cxcrcife  of  the 
right  of  Parliament.     Perhaps  he  has  fome  recollcflion,  that  a  pe- 
culiar fort  of  fatality  has,  in  almoft  every  inflancc,  fccm^d  to  attend^ 
interferences  of  this  nature ;  that  in  almoft  every  inftance,  from 
the  Revolution  to  our  own  time,  they  have  been  either  nugatory  or* 
mifchievous. 

I  will  mention  two  only,  out  of  the  few  that  have  occurred 
during  this  period  :  the  firft, — that  which  was  neareft,  in  point  of 
time,  te  the  Revolution  ;  the  other, — that  which  is  neareft  to  our 
own  time ;  the  fitfft,*  an  interference  lending  to  prolong  a  war  \  the 
other,  intended  to  accelerate  a  peace. 

The  firft,  the  warlike  meafure,  was  the  famous  vote  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  in  1707,  "  That  no  peace  could  be  fafe  or  honourable 
^<  which  (hould  leave  Spain  and  the  Spani(h  Weft  Indies  in  the 
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<<  pofTeffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon."  It  is  hardlf  neceflary  tCK 
remind  gentlemen,  that  this  vote,  carried  by  the  heat  and  violence 
of  party>  had  no  effcd  whatever ;  that  no  manner  of  regard  was 
paid  to  it,  in  the  peace  which  was  afterwards  negotiated  :•— And, 
whatever  might  be  the  faults  of  that  peace,  or  however  loud  the  aj^ 
againft  the  MiniAers  who  made  it,  I  do  not  think  that  any  man^ 
who  looks  fiiirly  and  impartially  at  that  peace  now,  will  fay,  that  it 
was  any  very  great  crime  in  thofe  Miniflcrs,  that  they  did  omit  to 
cany  this  vote  into  execution. 

The  fecond  es^ample  to  which  I  refer,  is  the  reiblution  voted  by^ 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  refpe(King  the  **  Independence  of  Ame-» 
rica,"  Of  a  tranfafiion  fo  recent  it  is  hardly  polTible  to  fpeak  with 
tbc  freedom  of  hiAory.  I  fpeak,  probably,  in  the  prefence  of  many^ 
who  took  part  in  favour  of  rtiat  revolution,— -of  fome  certainly,  wlu> 
oppofed  it.  Who  were  right,  or  who  were  wrong,  I  do  not  prefume 
to  determine.  But  in  one  thing,  I  believe,  thofe  who  oppofed  and  thofe 
who  promoted  it  will  equally  concur, — that  the  vote  which  carried 
that  refolution  was  an  unfortunaie  vote ;  and  that  it  had  an  inflocooc 
fatal  to  the  intereft  of  this  country,  on  the  peace  which  concluded  die 
American  war.  This  is  a  propofition  whidi  thofe  who  had  to  make 
that  peace  muft,  I  am  lure,  contend  to  be  true ;  and  which  thofe 
who  condemned  that  peace  would  find  it  difficult  to  deny. 

But  whatever  might  be  the  force  of  precedents,  they  would  not 
of  theoifelves,—- even  if  their  bearing  was  as  much  in  fiivour  of  mo- 
tions of  this  kind,  as  unfortunately  it  has  been  agsiinil  tbemy^-^they 
would  not  of  themfelves  be  fufficient  to  juAify  the  honourable  gptn- 
man's  motion.  It  would,  I  prefume,  be  farther  ncceflary  for  hini 
to  (hew  (as  was  fhewn,  or  attempted  to  be  (hewn,  in  all  former  in* 
fiances)  that  fome  necefiity  at  prefent  exifts,  which  calls  for  fuch  an 
interference  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

I  can  conceive  fuch  a  neceflity  to  arife  only  from  one  of  two  cir- 
csumfbnces  :  cither  from  the  circumftahce  of  fome  opening  for  peace 
now  prefenting  itfelf,  of  which  Minifters  do  not  Aew  themfelves 
enough  difpofed  to  take  advantage  ;«--or  from  Minlfters  having  at 
former  periods  evinced  a  difpolition  generally  hoftile  to  peace,  which 
diis  OKKion  is  intended  to  cenfure  or  to  controuK 

That  any  fuch  opening  now  exifts,  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
not  attempted  to  argue.  I  muft,  therefore,  naturally  have  attri- 
buted his  motion  to  a  falfe  impreffion  remaining  on  his  mind  of 
the  condud  of  Mintders  in  former  negotiations  :^<— -I  muft  have  con* 
ccived,  that  he  retained  a  confufcd  and  perplexed  recol}.e<Sion  of 
what  had  paiTed  at  Lifle,-— that  he  remembered  fomethiog  indif-* 
tindly  of  an  embarraffment  having  be^n  thrown  in  the  w^y  of  the 
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negodatbn  by  a  queftioQ  about  uf/ZrVx,— -but  utterly  foi^got  that  the 
allies  who  created  thi^  embarraflment  were  the  allies  of  France  and  , 
not  of  Great  Britain ; — and  that,  under  this  midake,  he  was  brings 
ing  forward  the  reAridion  in  the  wrong  place,  and  applying  to  this 
country,  a  cure  for  the  mifconduA  of  the  enemy.  But  I  am  pre- 
vented from  admitting  even  this  foundation  for  his  proceeding,  by 
the  approbation  which  the  honourable  gentlenan  has  expreflcd  of 
the  Mani&(b  publi(hed  by  this  Government  after  the  breakii^g  off 
of  the  negotiations  at  Hide.  The  honourable  gentlen;)an  didin&ly 
and  fiiirly  acknowledges  that  Manifeflo  to  have  exhibited  undouLced 
pioofs  of  the  pacific  difpofitions  of  His  MajeAy's  Miniilers. 

And  here  give  me  leave  to  obferve  rather  a  lingular  argument, 
which  grows  out  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  peculiar  conduft 
and  fituation.  He  tells  you  that  he  brings  forward  this  motion  as 
oo  '^  unoonneAed  and  unfupported  individual,"  aSing  with  no 
party  or  fee  of  men  whatever.  By  agreeing  to  fhe  motion,  there^ 
foie,  the  advantagp  which  we, are  to  gain  is  his  individual  co-ope- 
latioa.  It  is  hardly  to  be  fuppoTed  that  he  wiU  be  more  convinced 
of  the  pacific  difpofitioa  of  Minifiers  aftei^  this  refolutioniball  have 
\foen  adopted,  than  he  was  after  the  publication  of  the  Manifefio, 
which  he  has  fo  warmly  commended*  What  was  the  firft  ftep  that 
he  took  by  way  of  co*operation  after  that  Mantfefio  was  pub* 
lUbed?  He  voted  agiunft  the  fupply. — Convinced,  that  His  Ma- 
jefty  bad  done-all  in  his  power  to  obtain  peace  ;«-*that  he  had  gone 
aUooft  beyond  what  could  have  been  cxpedkd;  of  him,  in  forbear- 
ance and  moderation  ;,-— that  he  had  (hewn  even  after  the  victory 
of  Lord  Duncan,  the  moft  decided  difpofition  to  make  peace,  upon 
£ur  and  reafopable  terms ;— ^convinced^  that  the  abrupt  conclufion 
of  the  negotiation  at  Lifle  had  been  the  a£t  of  the  enemy  exclu- 
fively  ;<«»that  the  continuance  of  the  cabunidjes  of  war  was  to  be 
attributed  to  the  anogance,  and  wickednefs,  and  pride,  of  the  enemy 
alone  \ — that  His  Majefty  had  no  choice  ; — that  be  muft  of  ne- 
ceffity  continue  to  carry  on  a  war  which  the  mad  ambition  of  that 
enemy  would  not  allow  him  to  terminate  :— -in  this  convidtion,  to 
enable  His  Majefty  to  carry  on  the  war,  the  honourable  gentleman 
^*  unoonneded  and  unfopported,*'  individually,  voted  agc^injl  tie 
Jupplf. 

I  do  not  mean  to  impeach  the  honourable  gentlcn)an*s  condufl  in 
this  inftance.  He  had  no  doubt  his  reafons  for  it.  But  I  do  mean 
to  put  it  to  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe,  whether,  if  it  Ihould  be 
evident  (as  I  truft  it  will  be)  that  no  folid  and  general  advantage 
jb  to  be  derived  to  the  country  from  our  agreeing  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  refolution^— there  is  much  temptation  held  out  to  us 
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to  do  fo,  by  the  profpedl  of  his  future  individual  co-operation  ; 
whether  it  is  worth  while  to  adopt  anr  unufual,  unneceflary,  and 
much  more  a  mifchieyous  meafure  to  evince  our  defire  for  peace,— 
in  order  to  fecure  the  honourable  gentlcnian's  vote  againfi  thefufply 
for  carrying  on  the  war.  This,  however,  would  certainly  be  a  vciy 
inferior  conlideration,  if  there  were  ,any  utility  or  advantage  to  be 
derived  from  the  meafure  propofed.  I  have  not  heard  the  honour- 
able gentleman  flate  any  advantage  as  likely  to  arife  from  it  to  the 
country.  As  he  has  affirmed  nothing  of  this  kind,  I  have  nothing 
of  the  kind  to  deny.  But  there  is  one  way  of  confidering  what  is 
advantageous  to  this  countr)',  to  which  I  confefs  I  am  very  partial ; 
and  the  rather,  perhaps,  becaufe  it  does  not  fall  in  with  the  new 
and  fefliionable  philofophy  of  the  day.  I  know  it  is  a  doArine  of 
that  large  and  liberal  fydem  of  ethics  which  has  of  late  been  intro- 
duced into  the  world,  and  which  has  fuperfeded  all  the  narrow  pre- 
judices of  the  antient  fchool,— that  we  are  to  coniider  not  fo'much 
what  is  good  for  our  country,  as  what  is  good  for  the  human  race  ; 
that  we  are  all  children  of  one  large  family  ;— -and  I  knoW  not 
what  other  fancies  and  philanthropies,  which  I  muft  take  ftiame  to 
myfelf  for  not  being  able  to  comprehend.  I,  for  my  parr,  ftill 
conceive  it  to  be  the  paramount  duty  of  a  Britifli  Member  of  Par- 
liament to  coniider  what  is  good  for  Great  Britain  .—and  where 
no  immediate  advantage  is  pointed  out  as  obviouily  ariiing  from  any 
new  meafure  that  is  propofed  for  our  adoption,— I  bold  it  no  bad 
teft  to  escamine  in  what  way  it  bears  upon  the  interefts  of  France^ 
and  to  conclude,  however  unphilofophically,  or  illiberally,  that  what 
is  gpod  for  the  Entmy^  cannot  be  very  good  for  Vs.  ' 

Nqw,  Sir,  I  beg  to  have  it  underftood, — and  I  aflure  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  that  I  am  very  far  from  meaning  any  thing 
perfonally  difrefpeftful  to  him ; — riiat  I  give  him  full  credit  for 
feeling,  as  ftrongly  as  .  any  man,  every  thing  that  he  owes  to  his 
country,  for  being  as  ready  as  any  man  to  devote  his  talents  and  ex- 
ertions to  her  fervice.  I  appeal,  therefore,  not  to  his  feelings,  but 
to  his  judgement  and  ingenuity,— when  I  defire  him  to  confider,* 
whether  he  could  poiTibly  devifeany  meafure  (capable,  at  theprefent 
moment,  of  being  patiently  entertained  by  this  Houfe  or  by  the 
Public)  which  (hould  have  a  more  dire6i  and  manifeft  tendency  to 
benefit  Fran(:e,  than  the  motion  whkh  he  has  now  brought  forward  i 
What  could  any  man— any  Member  of  this  Houfe,  (if  k  were  poP- 
Able  to  fuppofe  that  there  (hould  be  fuch  a  Member  in  this  Houfe) 
moft  perverfely  divoted  to  the  views  of  the  enemy,  and  bent  upon 
exalting  France  at  the  cspence  of  Great  Britain,'— ^in^hat  more  ef^p- 
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dial  meafure  could  fuch  a  man  take  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  than  by  a 
motion  like  the  prefent  ? 

For  what  is  it  that  the  French  Diredloiy  appear ,  by  all  their 
condufi,  by  all  their  publications,  to  dread  and  deprecate  piore  than 
any  other  thii^  in  the  world  ?  What  is  it  that  all  their  ofiidal 
and  unofficial  papers  mod  labour  to  difcredit  ?  What — ^but  the 
revival  of  a  great  and  general  confederacy  in  Europe,  of  which 
England  (hould  be  the  animating  foul  ?  Why  (hould  we  co-ope- 
rate with  the  French  Directory  ?  What  intereft  can  we  have  in 
.common  with  them,  that  (hould  induce  us  to  take  their  work  out  of 
their  hands  and  complete  it  for  tfiem  ?  What  advantage  can  it  be 
to  us  to  daunt  and  difpirit  Europe ;  and  to  relieve  the  DireAory 
from  the  apprehenfion  of  any  powerful  refinance,  or  the  neceflity  of 
any  extenfive  preparatbn  \  to  maintain  their  influence  abroad,  and 
their  authority  at  home  i 

I  will  put  the  quedion  in  another  way.  I  will  fuppofe  that  we 
were  iK>w  in  the  laft  year  of  the  Monarchy  of  France,  inftead  of  the 
fixth  or  feventh  ye^r,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  of  the  French  Repub^ 
licy  One  and  Indivifiile.  By  the  Monarchy  I  mean,  of  courfe,  that 
cruel,  wicked,  profligate,  abominable  defpotifm,  of  which  we  have 
heard  fo  many,  and,  no  doubt,  fo  juft  complaints, -—which  oppreiTed 
France  with  I  know  not  what  unheard-of  cruelties,— which  infulted 
England,  and  defolated  Europe,  by  crimes  and  calamities  fuch  asisui 
never  be  imputed  to  the  French  Republic.  I  will  fuppofe  that  this 
Monarchy  tud  received  fo  formidable  a  Uow  as  has  been  given  to 
the  Diredory  by  the  Vi£tory  of  the  Nile  ; — that  its  fleets  had  been 
diigraced  and  defeated,  in  different  expeditions  againft  the  Britifli 
empire ;— that  its  faireft  provinces  were  in  revolt  ;-<-that  its 
fubjedts  were  univeriaily  difcontented  ;— >that'its  commerce  was  ex- 
tinguiihed  ;— -its  revenue  deflroyed  ^^-and  its  finances,  by  the  con* 
fefliOns  of  its  aUeft  financiers,  in  a  date  of  utter^  and  irrecoverable 
r^in  and  bankruptcy  ;^»that  againft  the  Monarchy,  thus  fituatcd,  a 
general  fpirit  was  rifing  in  Europe :— I  will  fuppofe  that,  under  thefe 
circumflances,  the  Minifters  of  this  country  had  come  down  to  this 
Houfe,  and  fuggeftcd  the  propriety  of  fuch  a  meafure  of  abjuration 
and  felfdenial  as  is  now  under  confideration;  and  I  will  afk, — what 
would  have  been  the  clamour  raifcd  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Hdufc  ? 
^*how  pointedly  would  the  queftion  have  been  put  to  Minifiers, 

*  What  arc  you  doing  ?  Why  do  yon  interfere  to  arreft  the  downfal 

*  of  this  dctefl^ble  tyranny  ?  Look  on  only— --do  nothing — and  it 

*  will  fall  of  itfelf.      What  bufinefs  is  it  of  yours  to  r«fcue  from 

*  defiru£lion  a  power,  fo  inordinate  ip  its  ambition,  and  fo  hoflile 

*  to  the  happinefs  of  Europe  r ' 
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Sttdi  ttrould  have  been  the  language  that  we  ftould  hav«  heard,  if* 
the  Monarchy  of  France  had  been  the  objeA  of  forbearance,  ahd  tf 
Minlfters  had  been  die  perfons  to  advife  us  to  forbear.  I  ^11  not 
pre(s  fimilar  interrogations  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  impute  to  any  gen- 
tleman imftoper  and  unjuftifiable  partialhies  :*-but  I  cannot  help 
aiking,  whether  the  ^^ent  Government  of  France  be  indeed  one, 
which  has  deferved  fo  well  of  this  country, — which>  to  take  the 
<]tieAion  moft  candidly,  has  deferved  fo  well  of  France,— which,  in 
the  ftill  more  large  and  liberal  cant  of  the  day,  has  deferved  fo  well 
of  Humanity — as  that  we  ihould  feel  ourfelves  called  upon  to  take  (b 
extraordinary  a- ftep  in  its  behalf?  And  I  would  farther  dflc,  whe- 
fher,-^whatever  be  the  prefent  degree  of  weaknefs  or  ftabllity  in  the 
Government  of  France,  (upon  which  I  give  no  opinion) — whether 
the  efFe6t  of  this  motion  muft  not  be  to  pt0p  its  power,  and  to  come 
to  the  aid  of  its  unpopularity ;  whether,  with  this  vote  of  fecurity  in 
one  hand,  the  Direfiory  might  not  boldly  hold  out  the  Gazette  of 
Lord  NeIfon*8  victory  in  the  other,  and  call  upon  the  people  d( 
France,  to  balance  what  had  been  loft  with  what  had  been  gained  ? 

But  admitting,  for  the  argument's  fake,  the  objed  of  the  fao^ 
iKHirable  gentleman's  motion  to  be  advantageous  to  this  oountiy  $ 
it  would  remain  to  be  feen  how  far  that  objed  is  clearly  eiprefled  or 
underftood,  and  how  far  the  means  which  he  fuggefts  are  calculated 
for  attaining  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  takes  credit  to  him- 
felf  for  not  limiting  or  defining,  in  any  degree,  the  nature  or  term) 
of  the  peace  which  it  is  the  duty  of  His  Majefty's  Miniftersto  con- 
clude. If  he  had  not  mentioned  this  omiOion  as  a  point  on  which 
he  takes  credit  to  himfcif,  it  is  that  which  I  fhould  have  been 
tempted  to  feleA  for  peculiar  difapprobation.  It  feems  to  me  at 
leail  a  new  and  unufual  courfe  of  policy,  inftead  of  defining  the 
end,  to  contrad  the  means  of  adion.  It  would  have  feemed  more 
natural  and  more  fair,  to  iay  beforehand,  *  Such  or  fuch  is  the 
'  peace  with  which  the  country  would  be  contented^  and  which 
'  would  t>e  confiftent  with  its  fecurity  and  interefts  ;  but  the  mode 
'  of  arriving  at  that  peace,  is  what  muft  be  left  (or  His  Maje(^*s 
*  Minifters  to  devife,'— this  furely  would  be  fairer  than  to  fay^ 
in  the  language  of  the  prefent  motion,  '  I  will  not  tell  you  what 
<  peace  you  ought  to  make ; — but  1  will  take  from  you  one  great 
'  inftrument  ibr  making  any  peace  at  all.' 

By  this  motion  what  advice  do  you  give  to  Minifters,  or  what 
control  do  you  impofe  on  them  ?      Your  advice  is  certainly  not 
worth  much,— when  you  only  tell  them  how  they  (hall  not  pro- 
ceed ;  but  fay  nothing  of  how  they  /ball  proceed,  or  whether  the/' 
(Iiall  go.     Your  control  cannot  be  very  cfiedtual^«»fincc  it  is  they. 
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it  feemS)  after  all)  who  are  to  remain  the  judges  of  what  is  ''  con- 
$ftent  with  the  fccurity  and  interefts"  of  Great  Britain. 

Thefc  interefts  and  this  fecurity  muft  neceffarily  be  confidered 
with  relation  to  the  different  circumftances  of  the  Enemy  and  of 
Europe.  What  might  be  a  fecure  peace  for  Great  Britain  with 
France  ziedaced  in  power,  and  Europe  at  liberty ,— would  no  doubt 
be  'highly  unfafe  againft  France  in  her  prefent  (^ate  of  force  and 
aggrandixementy  with  great  part  of  Europe  at  her  feet,  and  the  re- 
fimrces  of  other  nations  at  her  difpofal.  It  is  equally  clear,  that  it 
would  be  more  difficult  for  us,  fingle  and  unafTifted,  to  extort  from 
Fn^ice  fuch  terms  as  would  be  confiftent  with  our  interefts,  than 
to  obtain  the  fame  terms^  if  backed  by  a  powerful  confederacy  in 
Europe. 

The  decJaration  conveyed  to  France  by  this  motion,  that  we  are 
determined,  at  all  events,  to  treat  iingly,  would  naturally  inflame 
her  pride,  and  increafe  her  demands.  The .  declaration  that  we 
make  no  common  caufe  with  other  nations,  would  neceffarily  place 
thbfc  nations  at  her  mercy,  or  on  her  fide.  '  . 

TheeflfeS  of  the  motion  muft  therefore  be  todiminifh  alike  the 
probable  advantages  of  the  peace  to  be  obtained,  and  our.  power  of 
obtaining  it.  It  prefcribes  a  more  difficult  end  to  be  accomplifhed, 
with  lefs  efficacious  means.  At  the  fame  time,  it  does  not  tend  to 
faaften  the  conclufion  of  even  fuch  a  peace,  as  with  fuch  means  might 
poffibly  be  obtained  ;  for  it  leaves  Minifters  at  liberty  to  conclude 
no  peace,  which  ihey  do  not  think  **  Confiftent  with  the  fccurity  and 
interefts"  of  the  country : — and  if  they  fhould  choofe  to  think, 
(which  they  very  probably  and  very  laudably  might,)  that  no  peace 
would  deferve  this  character,  which  fhould  not  provide  forthefafcty 
of  Europe  ;— -what  aflTurance  does  this  motion  give  you  againft  a 
hopelefs  prolongation  of  the  war  } 

Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman's  purpofc,  if  I  at  all  comprehend 
it,  required  that  he  ftiould  have  made  the  latter  part  of  his  motiorl 
as  dtftind  as  the  beginning.  If  he  had  done  fo, — if  he  had  fairly  ^ 
fiated  the  idea  which  he  has  in  his  own  ntind, — I  apprehend  that, 
inftead  of  the  circumlocution,  of  a  peace  "  confiftent  with  fccurity 
and  interefts/*  &c.  we  fhould  have  heard  oi  zjeparate  pace, 

I  confefs,  this  was  what  I  was  prepared  to  exp^.  I  e^peftcd  it 
the  rather,  from  comparing  the  general  reafoning  of  the  honouraUc 
gentleman  with  refpedt  to  feparate  wary — with  what  is  reported 
to  have  been  faid  upon  the  -fame  topic  in  another  place  by  a  noble 
Statefman  of  great  confideration  and  celebrity— a  Statefman,  who 
to  a  life  of  political  a£livityhas  had  the  advantage  of  adding  an  age 
of  retirement  and  refledtiont^  .         -: 

Vol.  VIL  A  a 
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Hs  great  authority  (I  undefftand]  recommended,  as  the  only 
fort  of  war  that  fuited  the  circutnftaAOes  of  this  couimyy^^a  tight, 
fitug,  little,  domcftic  war ;  in  which  our  exertions  (hould  be  con- 
fined at  hom6' ;  in  which  we  (hodd  not  ftretch  an  arm  beyond  dit 
circumference  of  our  own  dominions,  but  ihould  lit  down  with  our 
«navy  collected  about  us,  and  turn  round  upon  our  chvn  axis»  without 
reference  to  the  reft  of  the  world.  The  main  advantage  dated  as 
likely  t6  refult  from  this  fyftem  was,  that  our  faihrs  vjould  fpeni 
thelt  wages  at  borne  :^  the  noble  StatcTman  QVi^ht  Id  have  added,  to 
heighten  the  glowing  pi<9ure,  that  they  would  fpend  them  in  ixcift^ 
fiik  commodities. 

This  fyftem  of  feparate  war  was  evidently  calculated  to  lead 
ultimately  to  feparate  peace :  as,  indeed,  its  illufirious  promulgaSor 
avowed.  I  imagined  that  the  honouiaUe  gentlenlan,  in  adopting 
the  premiies  of  the  noble  Statefman,  muft  be  prepared  likcwife  to 
adopt  his  conclufion.  I  fhould  certainly  difappix)ve  of  both*-^ 
becaufe  I  cannot  but  apprehend  that  a  war  lb  very  like  peace  would 
lead  to  a  peace  that  would  be  very  like  war — tliat  a  conteft  (if  ooo« 
left  it  might  be  called)  in  which  we  (hould  be  afraid  to  employ  bur 
forces,  would  lead  to  a  pacification  at  which  we  (hould  be  afraid  to  [ 
diiband  them.     And  this  opinion  I  venture  to  entertain,  in  oppo-  [i 

$tion  to  fuch  high  authority  ;  becaufe  I  think  I  have  on  my  fide  I 

the  eternal  and  immutable  truth,— -that  the  objedls  of  human  defire 
are  attainable  only  by  human  exertion ; — that  never  yet  did  in*  ■ 

adtion  b^et  rcpofc,  or  a  want  of  energy  and  fpirit  fecure  perma« 
pent  and  uamolclled  tranquillity. 

The  fyitcm  of  feparationy  however,  is  defended  upon  atiodier 
ground*  It  is  conceded  ^ith  great  candour,  that  the  condudk  of  I 
France  is  very  bad\  but  it  is  at  the  fame  time  contended,  that  the 
other  powers  of  Europe  are  very  bad  too  \  and  that  the  lefs  we  have 
to  do  with  cither  of  them,  the  better.  I  mud  take  leave,  Sir,  in 
the  firft  place,  to  obferve  upon  the  afTcAation,  which  has  grown  up 
amoqg  tliofe  who  aigue  againft  the  w^r^  of  pairing-off  the  enormities 
of  France  againft  the  imputed  crimes  of  regular  Governments.  No 
Ikiboncr  is  any  frefh  adl  of  atnxrity,  cruelty,  perfidy,  or  injufHce,  on 
tlie  part  of  the  French  Republic  brought  forward  in  argument,  than 
recourfe  is  had  to4bme  dale  trite  topic  of  declamation,  which  has 
been  ufed  a  hundred  and  a  hundred  times,  againft  Rufiia,  Pruflia, 
Auftria,  or  the  Old  Government  of  France.  During  Robcrfpierre's 
reign,  the  favourite /^ir  for  eveiy  one  of  Us  noyades,  znA  fujilladis^ 
his  crowded  dungeons,  and  fweeping  executions,— *was  the  impri* 
fonmeot  of  La  Fayette  1  The  partition  of  Poland  too !— ^a  mca« 
Jure  irhich  I  have  no  thoughts  of  juftifying)  againft  how  nony  de* 
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nfbUCy  impioiiSy  and  tjrnmnical  odtfaget,  invafionS)  confifisitlohs, 
mfim^f  and  maflacres,  of  the  French  GovemmentY  has  not  the  par- 
tilion  of  FcdamI  been  dted  as  a  parallel !  It  has  really.  Sir,  been 
called  into  fervieo  &>  often,  that  it  oQght  no  longer  to  be  confidered 
as  a  fain  It  is  time  to  afree,  that  at  leaft  in  any  future  enormities 
of  France,  fbe  (hall  not  have  a  fet-ofF  in  the  partition  of  Poland. 

But*  after  all,  to  what  does  this  aigument  at  beft  amount  ?  The 
worid  is  a  bad  vmkM,  and  we  are,  dierefbre,  to  withdraw  ourfelves 
from  k*  Good  :<^if  this  were,  indeed,  pradicable ;  if  it  re« 
mained  for  us  to  choofe  whether  we  would  make  a  part  of  this 
world  or  no  ^ 

^'  If  Heav'n  would  make  us  fach  another  lArld 
<*  Of  one  entire  and  perfe£l  chryfolite,'^         ■ ' 

where  all  ihoold  be  pure,  and  perfect,  and  without  a  flaw.  But  if 
we  are,  in  fptte  of  ourfelves,  compelled  to  belong  to  the  world  in 
whidi  we  ate  placed,  I  know  not  whether  it  be  not  more  manly, 
more  Aatefman-like,  and  more  virtuous  too,  to  make  the  beft  of  i^  ; 

« 

— ^to  do  what  we  can  with  the-  materials  which  we  have  ;  and  to 
endeavour  to  work  out  our  own  happinefs,^— even  though  we  (hould 
not  be  able  to  ieparate  and  dtfconnjd  it  from  the  happinefs  of  our 
fellow  creatures* 

I  diink  this  a  more  rational  condu£l  than  the  fort  of  naii<mid  fe-^ 
^i^!i»s  which  the  honourable  gentleman*smotion  gocsto  recommend. 
I  know  of  no  juftifiable  reaibn  forfuch  a  y/t^dir,— I  can  conceive 
no  motive  for  it,  confiftent  with  true  fenfe  of  right,  and  juft  dignity 
of  chancer.  I  know  not  how  we  could  reconcile  it  to  ourfelves  (if 
it  were  pradicable)  to  withdraw  into  gloomy  folitude,  and  ''grim 
repoTc  :*'  vrtiile  we  have  talents  which  God  has  given  us  for  the  Se- 
neik  of  our  fellow  creatures,  and  while  we  have  a  (Vation  which 
aflfords  us  an  opportunity  of  employing  thofe  talents  to  that  purpofe. . 
It  is  not  under  fuch  circumftances  that  I  can  conceive  it  to  be  ex- 
cufaible,  to  indulge  a  whim,  and  fretfulnefs,  and  peevifhnefs  of 
temper,  from  perfonal  fpleen  and  petty  refentment,  becaufe  every 
thing  does  not  go  eKadly  as  wc  would  have  it.  I  can  conceive  no 
eaufe,  except  fulle*  difcontent,  and  difappoihted  ambition,  which 
could  lead  us  to  abjure  communion  with  man^nd.-  # 

'   For  difcontent,  as  a  nation,  God  be  thanked,  wc  have  no  grotind ! 
Ours  has  been  a  generous  ambition, — and .  it  has  .not  been  drigp-, 
pointed.     It  has  not  been  difappointed  fo  far  ^9  we  <are.  oyrfclyes 
concerned  ;  but  it  looks  to  larger  and   more  ctcvatcd  objc£l$^— t 
the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  world.  •  '    .    .^ 

^I.^  indeed,  the  full  gratification  of  .ambitious  ^i^ws  wci'e  a  f u 
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ficlent  rcafon  for  retircmefit,  we  might  fairly  and  proudly  .fetm^ 
and  fay,  with  truth  and  confidencci  that  wc  have  adiqd  our  part. 
If  we  had  undertaken  the  war  for  territorial  aggrandizemeoty^-if 
we  had  been  impelled  to  it  by  a  third  of  naval  glory,*— we  mighty 
indeed,  fit  down  contented  with  our  conquefls*  when  there  is  fcarcely 
any  thing  left  for  us  to  acquire,  we  might  paufe,  fatiated  with  vie* 
tory,  when  we  have  no  longer  an  enemy  to  fubdue.  But  we  jiid 
not  undertake  the  war  for  thefe  objedls. .  .Undertake  it,  indeed,  we 
did  in  no  fenfe :  it  was  forced  upoti  us  by  the  aggreflfion  and  am- 
bition of  our  enemy :  we  were  compelled  to  engage  in  it  for  our 
fafety  and  defence, — not  in  local,  partial,  and  infulated  points ;  but 
in  thofe  points  in  which  our  fafety  is  connedcd  and  bound  up  with 
the  fafety,  honour,  and  intcrcfts  of  Europe. 

*  But  what,'  fay  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfcy 
*  is  the  diftind  oije^  for  which  we  are  engaged  r  '—Gentlemen  put 
this  quefiion, — as  if  an  oije^  were  a  corporeal  fubftance,  as  if  it 
were  fomething  tan^ble,  fpmething  that  could  be  taken  in  the  hand 
and  laid  upon  your  table,  and  turned  round  and  round  before  them 
for  accurate,  ocular,  examination.  In  this  fenfe,  I  profefs  ipyfelf 
perfedily  tinable  to  fatisiy  them.  But  do  they  mean  fomething  lefs 
precife  than  this,  (though  fcarcely  lefs  fo) — the  (latement  of  fome 
one  diftin6i  term,  the  obtaining  of  which  is  to  be  fettled  before-hand 
as  B^/te  fud  nort  condition  of  peace  ?  If  they  do  mean  this,  are  they 
really  prepared  to  argue  that  fuch  a  (latement,  fuppofing  it  could  be' 
made,  would  be  politic,  would  be  prudent, — particularly  with  a 
view  to  the  facilitating  or  accelerating  a  pacification  ?  Do  they  noc 
lylicve,— is  it  not  evident,— that  if  it  had  any  eflFei3,'it  would  have 
an  efFed  exadlly  the  contrary  ?  Do  they  think  that  the  refolution 
of  1 707,  for  inftance,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  had  a  ten- 
dency to  promote,  or  to  retard  peace?  That  refolution,  indeed, 
we  know  was  not  adhered  to.  Was  it  then  politic  to  have  paflfed 
it  ?  Or,  would  the  gentlemen  he  contented  with  the  Aatement  of  aa 
oije^  to,which  we  did  mt  mean  to  adhere  ?  Would  they  gain  any 
thing  by  this  ?  Would  M/V  give  facility  to  peace,  or  vigour  to  war  ? 
Would  it  contribute  to  any  pofliblc  purpofe  that  could  be  in  any 
way  beneficial  to  the  country  ?  •  ^ 

That  wc  have  objc61s,  great  and  momentous  objcfls,  in  our  view, 
there  ist)o  man  that  mufl  not  feel.  I  can  have  no  difficulty  in 
declaring,  that  the  molt  complete  and  defirable  termination  of  the 
conteft  would  be  the  /ieliverance  of  Europe,  I  am  toldi  indeed, 
that  there  are  perfons  wl)o  affeft  not  to  underftand  this  phrafe;  who 
think  there  is  fomething  confufed,  fomething  involved,  fomething  of 
uudicd  ambiguity  and  concealment  in  it.     I  caniU)t  undertake  to 
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aa^cr  for  other  gentkmenV  powers  of  comprehenlion.  The  map 
cf  Eufope  is  before  them.— -I  can  only  fay,  that  I  do  not  admire 
that  man's  im^lledtsy  and  I  do  not  envy  that  man's  feelings,  who 
can  look  over  that  map  without  gathering  fdme  notion  of  what  it 
sneant  by  the  deliverance  of  Europe. 

I  do  not  envy  that  man's  feelings,  who  can  behold  the  fuffcrings 
^  Switzerland,  and  who  derives  from  that  (ight  no  idea  of  what  is 
meant  by  the  Deliverance  of  Europe.  I  do  not  envy  the  feelings 
of  that  man,  who  can  look  without  emotion  at  Italy, — plundered, 
infuited,  trampled  upon,  exhaufled,  covered  with  ridicule,  and 
horror,  and  devaftation  ;<*-who  can  look  at  all  this,  and  be  at  a  lo(s 
to  guefs  what  is  meant  by  the  Deliverance  of  Europe.  As  little  da 
I  envy  the  feelings  of  that  man,  who  can  view  the  people  of  tfic 
Netherlands  driven  into  infurredlion,  and  ftruggling  for  their  free- 
dom againft  the  heavy  hand  of  a  mecilefs  tyranny,  without  enter- 
taining any  ftifpicion  of  what  may  be  the  fenfe  of  the  word  Deliver 
ranee.  Does  fuch  a  man  contemplate  Holland  groaning  under  ar- 
faitrary  oppreflions  and  exadtions  ?  Does  he  turn  his  eyes  to  Spain 
trembling  at  the  nod  of  a  foreign  mailer  f  And  does  the  word 
Deliverance  ftill  found  unintelligibly  in  his  ear  ?  Has  he  heard  of 
Ae  refeue  and  falvation  of  Naples  by  the  appearance  and  the  tri- 
umphs of  the  Britilh  flee^  ?  Does  he  know  diat  the  Monarchy  of 
Naples  nrKiintains  its  exiftence  at  the  fword's  point  ?  And  is  his 
underflanding,  and  is  his  heart,  fliil  impenetrable  to  the  fenfe  and 
meaning,  of  the  Delrveranee  of  Europe  ? 

Sir,  that  we  fljall  fucceed  in  effecling  this  general  deliverance^  I 
do  not  pretend  to  afRrm.  That  in  no  poiTible  cafe  we  (hould  lay 
down  our  arms  and  conclude  a  peace  before  it  is  fully  efFeded,  I  do 
not  mean  to  argue.  But  that  this  is  the  obje^f  which  we  ought  to 
have  in  view,  even  if  we  look  to  our  own  fafcty  only, — that  of  this 
we  ought  to  accompli(h  as  much,  as  our  means,  our  power,  our  ex- 
ertions, our  opportunities  will  allow,— I  do  mofl  anxioufly  contend. 
If  circumflances  (hould  unhappily  arife  to  make  the  attainment  of 
the  object  hopelefs,  it  will  be  time  enough  when  they  do  arife,  .to 
give  up  the  hopes  of  attaining  it :— but  do  not  let  us  run  before 
misfortune,  do  not  let  us  prefume  difappointment,  and  anticipate  the 
neceffity  of  difgrace ! 

But  is  is  contended,  and  juftly  contended,  that  the  deliverance  of 
Europe  cannot  be  effcd)ed  by  our  exertions  alone  :  and  that,  unlcfe 
other  powers  are  fincerely  difpofed  to  co-operate,  we  are  fetting  out 
on  a  romantic  and  abfurd  and  impradicable  enterprize,  which  wc 
have  neither  any  chance  of  accomplifhing,  nor  any  duty  or  call  to 
undertake*     I  perfe^ly  agree,  that  if  other  powers  arc  not  difpofed 
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0  coofcntef  we  htv^  no  feafioaable  chanee  of  fuoeeedfaig  to  Iks 
extent  of  our  wiflies.  But  I  cannot  help  aflciogt  at  the  fiune  time 
-*-If  there  be  no  (uch  difpofition  on  Ae  part  of  other  powers,  where 
h  the  ufe  or  what  is  the  neceffity  for  the  honourable  gentfeoian^s 
motion )  Why  need  Parliament  interfere  to  prevent  His  Majefty'* 
Mimflers  from  taking  advantage  of  difpofitions  which  do  not  exift, 
and  from  accepting  co-operaden  which  will  not  be  ofliered  i  But 
if»  on  the  other  hand,  the  powers  of  Europe,  or  any  of  them^  aie 
Ttady  to  do  their  part  towards  the  commcm  falvation,  and  want  but 
our  countenance  and  encouragement  to  be^n  ;  if  the  train  is  laid, 
•—if  the  fparks  of  enmity  and  refentment  which  the  aggreffions  of 
France  have  kindled  in  every  nation  throughout  Europe  want  but 
our  breath  to  blow  them  into  conflagration  ;— is  it  the  didlateof 
our  duty,  our  intereft,  or  our  feelings,  to  fave  France  from  d^nac- 
tion^-— and  by  a  coarfe  and  haAy  proceeding,  like  that  which  is  now 
recommended  to  us,  to  throw  a  wet  blanket  on  the  flames  ? 

If,  however,  the  co-operatibn  of  allies  (bould  be  ofiercd,  we  are 
called  upon  to  receive  them  with  fuf[Acion  and  diftnift ;  and  to  he 
aflurod,  from  the  fate  of  former  confederacies,  from  the  manner  in 
which  we  have  been  duped  and  deceived  heretofore,  that  no  fideli^p 
to  engagements,  and  no  confiftency  of  conduf)*,  is  to  be  expeAed 
from  the  continental  powers. 

It  fcems  to  me  that  this  is  rather  a  hard,  unfair,  aud  hafty  ju^ge* 
ment.  When  it  is  contended^  that  becaufe  Auftria  and  Pruflia 
have  been  unfaithful  to  our  alliance,  and  have  made  peace  at  <fifier« 
ait  times  in  a  manner  equally  inconfiftent  with  their  engagements 
and  their  interefls,«— RuCTia  and  the  Porte  muft  therefore  he  oonfi- 
dered  as^^equally  £iithlefs,  equally  worthlefr  allies,  as  powers  on 
whom  no  reliance  can  be  placed,  and  from  whofe  exertions  no  ad- 
vantage can  be  expcdted ;— when  the  errors  of  the  guilty  are  thua 
made  to  furnifh  a  ground  of  prefumption  againfl:  the  innocent :««» 

1  have  too  much  refpeA  for  the  honourable  gentleman,  to  fay  tha(t 
he  reafons  falfely,  or  feebly ;-— but  I  muft  fay,  that  if  I  had  ever 
happened  to  meet  with  fuch  a  train  of  reafoning,  upon  any  other  (lib- 
je^^  in  any  other  place,  I  fhould  have  had  little  hcfitation  in  con- 
demning it  as  illogical  and  inconclufivc. 

Of  the  treatment,  indeed,  which  the  Ottoman  Porte  receives,  I 
think  we  have  fome  reafon  to  complain.  Gentlemen  feem  to  think 
that  when  they  have  quoted  the  words  of  His  Majc%'8  fpeech, 
'*  the  vigour  and  decifion  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,"  they  have  en- 
tirely fettled  the  queftion ;  that  they  have  ftafcd  fomething  obvioufly 
and  palpably  abfurd  and  ridiculous :— >and  the  fmile  with  which 
rluh  quotation  is  received  by  thofc  who  furround  them,  muft  very 
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much  eacioonige  dim  indnt  idea.  They  feem  to  tldnk^  that  tie^ 
caufe  the  Grand  Seignior  wears  a  long  beard  and  a  long  gpwif,  and 
is  altogether  a  figure  Aich  as  we  are  not  aocuftomed  every  day  to 
contemplate,— «tD  expe£t  vigour  and  decifion,  or  good  fenfe  or  found 
policy^  from  him,  is  an  expe6lation  in  the  higheft  degree  wild  and 
fantaftical. 

I  cannot,  for  my  life,  bring  myfelf  to  underfiand  where  all  Hm 
ridicule  lies.  I  know  not  why  the  Grand  Seignior  (hould  not  take 
as  oorrefi  a  view  of  his  interefls,  as  any  other  power  whofe  cuf- 
toms  may  be  more  conformable  to  our  own.  I  am  fure  that  the 
declaration  (which  we  have  all  feen)  of  the  motives  which  have 
guided  the  conduA  of  the  Porte,  is  as  able  and  mafterly  a  compofi- 
tion,  as  correA  in  principles  of  juftioe,  and  as  found  in  principles  of 
policy,  as  any  Aate  paper  that  ever  was  publifbed  by  any  Cabinet  of 
Europe.  Ai>d  if  the  drefs  and  decoratbns  of  the  Turk  be  all 
that  ftrikes  the  honourable  gentleman  as  ridiculous; — I  know  not 
why  I  lliould  forbear  to  take  the  benefit  that  might  refult  to  my  ar« 
gunients,  from  cdling  your  attention  to  the  antic  mummeries  and 
tri^coloured  trumpery  of  the  enlightened  Execudve  Direfiory  of 
Fiance.  But  I  know,  if  I  were  to  do  fo,  Sir,  I  (hould  be  cen« 
fured  as  iHiberal,  unphilofophi^al,  and  ^^  (there  is  another  word  la 
fsiihion  which  I  had  alroofl  forgotten)  uncandid.  Allow  me.  Sir, 
only  to  claim  the  fame  candour  and  liberality  for  the  Turk. 

But  your  Turk  is  a  Mahometan,  it  feems,  and  therefore  an  ally 
not  fit  for  a  ChrtfUan  !--^I  do  not  know.  Sir,  but  an  alliance  with  a 
Mahometan  may  be  as  good  as  a  peace  with  an  Atheift  ;  the  fane- 
tion  of  its  engagements  may,  perhaps,  be  as  facred,  and  its  llipula* 
titms  as  likely  to  be  fulfilled. 

But  he  is  a  flugg^fli  Turk ;  How  to  anger,  and  hard  to  be  driven 
into  adion.  If  that  be  his  charader,  what  muA  be  the  provocations 
whidi  have  roufed  him ! 

But  then  comes  the  word  of  all :— the  Turks  and  Ruffians  are 
naturally  enemies ;  and  yet  here  we  find  them  mod  unnaturally 
allied  together  againft  a  common  enemy.  In  the  firft  place,  Sir,  it 
is  a  little  hard,  that,  when  infcvoour  of  France,  all  notions  of  re- 
ceived and  eAablifhed  policy,  and  oif  the  balance  of  power  in  Eu- 
rope, are  to  be  utterly  difregarded,  and  put  out  of  die  queftion,— 
there  is  yet  to  be  no  combination  againfl  France  but  upon  principles 
firidly  conformable  to  them.  But  after<  all,  what  is  there  in  this 
aigument  ?  What  does  it  prove, — but  that  the  aggrcflions  of 
France  have  been  fo  multiplied,  fo  various,  and  fo  extraofdinary, 
as  to  unite  agsunft  her  powers  the  moft  oppofite  in  nature  nnd  in  in- 
tcreft,  as  to  make  the  Jieceflky  of  rcfiftancc,  and  the  duty  of  iclf-'' 
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profervation  {uperfede  every  narrower  confideraUoR}  every  loodte  of 
snore  particular  and  contraded  policy  ? 

Did  gentlemen  fuppofe,  then,  that  there  is  fuch a  mag^c  force. in 
the  hofiillty  of  France,  that  if  ihe  attacks,  at  the  fame  time,  two. 
powers,  najturally  enemies  to  each  other,  the  recollecftion  of  .their 
previous  hoftility  (hall  deprive  each  of  them  of  the  capacity  of  felf-> 
defence  ?  Did  any  body  ever  fee,  or  hear,  or  read  of  an  inftance  of 
fuch  rooted,  and  unconquerable,  and  unreafonable  antipathy  i  Can 
they  conceive  this  in  individual  inftances  ?  If  a  man  comes  againft 
me  with  a  fword  Aained  with  the  blood  of  my  enemy,  am  I  there* 
fore  to  make  no  reGflance  to  his  attack  ? 

For  our  old  allies,  however,  it  is  taken  for  granted  that  no  apolqgy 
can  be  made.  No  good  reafon  (it  is  contended)  can  be  given,  why 
tbfy  (hould  now  be  more  worthy  of  our  coiffidence,  more  Iteady  to 
our  intercAs  and  their  own,  than  they  have  proved  themfelves  in 
the  former  confederacy.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  antici- 
pated an  argument  which  he  is,  apprehenlive  may  be  drawn  from 
the  change  of  circumftances  in  Europe,  and  from  the  conviciion- 
which  is  grown  up  within  this  lail  year,  refpefiing  the  real  views  and 
intentions  of  France.  This  argument  the  honourable  gentleman 
ha^  anticipated,  and  declares  he  fees  nothing  in  it.  The  honourable 
gentleman  is  right  in  his  anticipation.  I  certainly  am  difpofed  to 
ufc  tKis  argument ;  and  I  certainly  am  equally  difpofed  to  diiFer> 
from  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  to  its  force  and  validity. 

I  would  afk  the  honourable  gentleman,  I  would  afk  every  man 
in  the  Houfe,  whether  he  does  not  know— perfonally  and  intimatel/ 
know — many  individuals  in  this  country,  the  whole  courfe  and 
current  of  whofe  ideas,  with  refpeft  to  France,  have  of  late  been 
entirely  changed  ?  Does  he  not  believe  that  the  invafion  of  Swit- 
zerland, for  inftance,  that  the  profligate,  fwindling  trania^ion  with 
America,  that  the  event  of  the  negotiation  at  Lifle,  worked  a  great 
change  in  the  public  mind  in  this  country  ?  Is  not  the  honourable 
gentleman  acquainted  with  great  and  illuftrious  converts  among 
what  fome  perfons  have  deemed  the  mod  able,  the  mod  enlightened* 
and  mod  refpcdlable  charadlcrs  of  the  age  r  And  by  what  rule, 
either  of  judice  or  of  reafon,  does  the  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
pofe  to  limit  the  benefits  ot  experience  to  his  own  countrymen 
alone  ? 

Is  it  not  poflible  that  the   Statefmen  of  Audria  or  of  Pruffia 
may  have  caught  feme  light  from  what  has  paded  upon  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe  ?     May   not  Baron  Thugut  or  Count  Haiigwitz 
have  declared,   (though  not,  perhaps,  in  ^public  tavern f J  at  Berlin. 
or  Vienna,  that  "  France  has  thrown  offthcmajh^  ifeverjhe  won  it  ?'* . 
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Would  not  tbey  be  to  be  believed  if  they,  had  made  fuch  a  declara- 
tion ?  I?  there  any  thing  that  (hould  make  their  profeffion  incrc-^ 
dible,  and  their  conviAion  fufpicious  ?  Or  is  it  to  the  enlightened 
wJfdpmy  to  the  penetrating  and  perft)icacious  fagacity,  t9  the  firm 
and  inflexible  virtue  of  our  own  patriot  Statefmcn  alone,  that  we. 
wotuld  confine  the  pica  of  credulity,  and  reftriS  the  privil^  of  re- 
cantation ? 

I,  Sir,  do  not  fee  the  juftice  of  fuch  a  reftridKpn  and  linaitation.: 
and  I  confef$  I  (hould  try  the  fincerity  of  fuch  a  recantation  by  one 
tcft  a|one ; — by  obferving  whether  or  not  it  were  followed  by  any 
a^  that  correfponded  with  itsfpirit  and  its  meaning. 

It  hafs  been  obferved  by  antient  philofophers,  that  if  virtue  could 
be  brought  to  perfedlion  and  confummation  in  any  human  mind,  the 
poffeflbr  of  it  would  flill  be  an  imperfeS  creature,  forafmuch  as 
the  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  excellence  would  weaken  in  him  one 
0^  the  firft  and  mod  amiable  qualities  of  human  nature — thp  indul- 
gence for  the  frailties  pf  his  fcilow-creatures.  It  is,  I  fuppofe, 
from  fome  fuch  caufe  as  this,  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
of  tbe  Houfe  (hew  themfelves  fo  little  indulgent  to  the  iailings  and 
errors  of  our  allies.  Confcious  that  nothing  of  French  artifice,  or 
French  wickednefs,  could  deceive  or  impofe  upon  them^  they  cannot 
ibrgive  the  folly  and  Cupidity  of  thofe  who  have  fufFered  themfelves 
for  a  moment  to  be  fo  deluded :  nay,  they  are  hardly  content  to 
ai^cribe  the  delufion  to  folly ;  but  are  forward  to  infinuate  a  fufpi^ 
cionof  fympathy  and  fellow-feeling  with  France. 

We,  Sir,  who  have  not  the  fame  confcioufnefs  of  infallibility  in 
ourfelves,  are  naturally  averie  from  fuch  fufpicion^  and  more  dif- 
pofed  to  make  good-natured  allowances.  And  I  proteft  for  one^ 
that  if  the  Minif^ers  whom  I  have  mentioned,  Baron  Thugut,  and 
Cpupt  Haugwttx, — nay,  if  even  their  matters,  the  Emperor  and  the 
King  of  Pruflla,  had  pledged  themfelves  yet  deeper  to  a  miftakcn 
opinion  of  France ;— -if  the  forms  of  the  Houfe  had  admitted  of 
their  being  brought  to  your  bar,  and  there.  Sir,  before  God  and  the 
aoqntry,  fwearing  upM  their  oaths  and  upon  their  honour^  that  they 
believed— nay,  fwearing  that  they  always  would  continue  to  believe, 
—rth^t  the  Government  of  France  was  the  gentkjly  quietefi^  purejl^ 
nobUfif  faithfuUefi^  beji  of  Governments  ;— that  it  abhorred  and  de^ 
tejied  ab<nxe  all  things  ^  the  idea  of  foreign  interference  with  the  go- 
vernment of  other  countries  ;— -^that  the  charaSer  of  the  Directory 
Had  fomethiog  in  it  of  peculiar  candour,  ingenuity,  and  opennefs  ;— 
that  they  (the  witoefles)  fpoke  to  thefe  hSis  from  their  own  certain 
knowledge,— —for  that  they  had  lived  upon  terms  of  the  moji  confiden- 
ial  intercour/e  with  the  Directory,  and  their  communication  had  been 
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fyaft  enlirefyupen/ukjtSsif  apali/ieelnalun: — If,  I  fay,  Sir,  fuch 
lad  been  the  teilimony  in  favmu  of  France,  given  with  all  the 
blcRinity  of  an  oath,  by  the  great  peribnages  to  whom  I  have  re^ 
erred  ; — I  (bould  yet  be  willing  to  allow  fome  credit  to  their  af- 
EveratioR,  if  they  were  now  to  come  forward  and  tell  us,  that  the 
ircumllances  of  the  conduct  of  France  lince  the  time  when  this 
eftimony  was  given, — that,  above  al),  the  dtclaraJions  and  confiffian 
f  Frave  her/tlf,  had  completely  chatted  their  opinion  ;  had  de- 
eded the  fraud  which  had  been  pradlifed  upon  their  judgement,  and 
ad  continced  them  of  the  profligacy,  the  atrocity,  and  the  hypo- 
:rify  of  the  Direflory. 

I  fay.  Sir,  I  ftiould  be  wilVing  to  give  full  credit  to  this  penitent 
etradlion.  1  Qiould  be  willing  even  to  profit  by  Iheir  offers  of  fu- 
ure  co-operation  againft  France.  Nor  do  I  wclL  fee  on  what  ground 
he  honourable  gentlemen  could  reject  fuch  oStJi,  unlcfs  they  are 
irepared  to  argue  [which  if  they  are,  on  their  own  judgements  be  the 
vfponfibilicy, — I  do  not  prefume  to  give  any  opinion  for  or  again!) 
uch  a  propofition)  that  '  no  man  who  has  once  been  contaminated 
by  the  communion  of  French  principlcs,-^who  has  been  drawn, 
however  innocently  or  miftakcnly,  into  an  approbation  and  encou- 
ragement of  perfons  aflirg  upon  thde  principles,— can  ever  a^in 
'  be  a  found  man.' 

I,  for  my  part,  fliould  in  fuch  a  cafe  incline  to  believe  the,  re- 
antation  lincere,  and  to  a£l  upon  it  as  fuch  ;^unle(s  indeed  at  the 
noment  of  making  it  the  fame  perfon  were  to  fay  to  me,  "  I  do 
<  not,  however,  fo  much  diUppruve  French  principles  in  thcm- 
'  fclves:  lonlydoubt  the  propriety  of  iheir  application."— Thtxttia- 
leed,  I  admit,  that  I  [hould  diftruft  him  again  as  much  as  ever. 

So  much,  Sir,  as  to  the  particular  argument  that  the  pafl  con- 
)ti£t  of  our  former  allies  ought  to  lead  us  to  withhold  all  credit 
Tom  their  future  profcfTions.  There  is,  however,  another  and  a 
Ture  general  argument,  comprehending  alike  thefe  and  the  other 
xiwers  of  Europe  \  which,  but  that  it  has  been  dated  by  the  ho- 
lourablc  gentleman,  I  fliould  really  have  thought  fcarcely  worth 
nnfutation.  We,  it  fccms— a  wife,  prudent,  reflcfling  people^ 
ire  much  (truck  with  all  the  outrages  that  France  has  committed 
ipon  the  Continent ;  hut  on  the  powers  of  the  Continent  itfelf,  no 
amng  impreflion  has  been  made.  Is  this  probable  f  Is  it  po0i- 
)le  ?  Is  it  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  the  eaniemflalion  of  the 
vrongs  and  miferics  which  others  have  endured,  fhould  have 
rorked  a  deeper  imprclTion  upon  our  minds,  than  the  Suffering  of 
hofe  miferics  and  wrongs  has  left  on  the  minds  of  thofe  ujpon 
"ham  they  were  a-ayally  infliflcd  ) 
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'<  Segnias  irritant  animoB  demiiTa  per  ,aured 
**  Quam  quae  funt  oculis  fubjedla  fideUbus."< 

Yet  the  echo  and  report  of  the  blows  by  which  other  countries  have 
fallen^  are  fuppofed  to  have  had  more  tSt&  upon  us,  than  the  blows 
themfelves  pnxluced  upon  the  miferable  yidims  who  funk  beneath 
them. 

The  pillage  and  bloody  devaftation  of  Italy  flrike  us  with  hor- 
ror ; — ^^but  Italy,  we  are  to  believe,  is  contented  with  what  has  be- 
fiillen  her.  The  infult$  which  are  hurled  by  the  French  garrifon 
from  the  walls  of  the  citadel  of -Turin  roufe  refenftnent  in  our 
breads  ;  but  have  no  cfiedt  on  the  feelings  of  the  Piedmontefe. 
ff^e  read  with  indignation  of  the  flag  of  Bemadotte  difplayed  in 
mockery  and  infult  to  the  Emperor  and  his  fubjeds ;  but  it  flaunted 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  Vienna  without  exciting  any  emotions 
of  hatred  or  refcntment.  The  invafion  of  a  province  of  a  friendly 
power  with  whom  they  had  no  caufe  nor  pretext  for  hofiility^  has 
created  in  us  ^  decided  deteAation  for  the  unprincipled  hypocrify 
.  and  ambition  of  the  Direflory  ;  but  the  Ottoman  Porte  fits  down 
contented  with  the  lofs  of  E^pt ;  feels  no  injury,  and  deiires  nei- 
ther reparation  nor  revenge. 

And  then.  Sir,  the  wrongs  of  Switzerland !  They,  too,  are 
calculated  to  excite  an  intereft  here ;  but  the  Swifs  no  doubt  en- 
dure them  with  quiet  refignation,  and  contented  humility.  If,  after 
the  taking  of  Soleure,  the  venerable  Magiftrates  of  that  place  wci^ 
firft  paraded  round  the  town  in  barbarous  triumph,  and  afterwards, 
contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  wai;,  of  nations,  and  of  nature,  were  in- 
humanly put  to  death ;  if,  when  the  unoffending  town  of  Sion  capi** 
tulated  to  the  French,  the  troops  were  let  loofe  to  revel  in  every 
fpecics  of  licentioufnefs  and  cruelty,— if  the  women,  after  having 
been  brutally  violated,  were  thrown  alive  into  the  flames  ;  if^ 
more  recently,  when  Stantz  was  carried  after  a  (hort  but  vigorous 
and  honourable  refiftance,  fuch  as  would  have  conciliated  the  eflccm 
of  any  but  a  French  conqueror,  the  wh(»lc  town  was  burnt  to  the 
ground,  and  the  a(bes  quenched  with  the  blood  of  the  inhabitants  :. 
—the  bare  recital  of  thefe  horrors  and  atrocities  awakens  in  Bririfh 
bolbms,  I  trud  it  does  awaken,  I  trull  it  will  long  kcep^alive,  an 
abhorrence  of  the  nation  and  name  of  that  people  by  whom  fuch 
execrable  cruelties  have  been  pra£tifed,  and  fuch  terrible  calamities 
inflidled  :  but  on  the  Swifs  (we  are  to  underftand)  thefe  cruelties  and 
calamities  have  left  no  lading  impreflion  ;  the  inhabitants  of  So- 
leure, who  followed,  with  tears  of  an^ifli  and  indignation,  their 
venerated  magiftrates  to  a  death  of  terror  and  ignottiiny  \  the  huf- 
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bands  and  fathers  and  fons  of  thoTe  wretched  viAkias  "who  expired 
in  torture  and  in  (hame,  beneath  the  brutality  t>f  a  fav'age  foldier/ 
at  Sion  ;  the  wretched  furvivors  of  thofc  who  perilhed  in  the  ruins 
of  their  country  at  Stantz ;  they  all  felt  but  a  tranfient  pang  ;  their 
tears  by  this  time  are  dried  ;  their  rage  is  hu(hed  ;  their  refentment 
lilenced  :  there  is  nothing  in  their  feelings  which  can  be  (Simulated 
into  honourable  and  eflfcdlual  a£lion  ;  there  is  no  motive  (6r  their 
exertions,  upon  which  we  can  fafcly  and  permanently  rely  ! 
Sir,  I  Ihould  be  afhamed  to  wade  your  time  by  arguing  fi^  a 
queHion. 

If,  however,  with  fuch  allfes  as  there  Is  a  probability  of  obtain* 
ing,  with  fuch  a  chance  for  the  fidelity  and  (lability  of  thofe  alli- 
ances as  the  circumflances  to  which  I  have  alluded  appear  to  fur- 
nifh,  we  are  yet  to  be  told  tliat  therd  is  no  fafety  in  fuch  a  fyftem  : 

f  li  it  may  be  worth  while  to  cqrifider  very  (hortly,  whether  a  greater 

degree  of  fecurity  would  belong  to  a  feparate  treaty  of  peace  with 
France  concluded  at  the  prefent  moment,  if  at  the  prefcnt  moment 
it  were  poflible  to  conclude  it.  I  certainly  have  no  thoughts  of 
troubling  you  at  length  upon  this  part  of  the  fubje<9,  becaufe  there 
j  1  is  not  one  word  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  which  implies 

the  belief  (it  would  indeed  be  (Irange  if  he  could  believe)  that  any 
peace  on  any  terms  is  at  prefent  within  our  power.  But  if  the 
faith  of  other  powers  be  doubtful,  the  perfidy  of  France  is 
certain. 

Need  I  enumerate  the  fevcral  inftanccs  of  dire<&  and  profligate 
^  breach  of  faith  which  have  djftinguithed,  or  rather  which  have 
marked  in  almoft  equal  degree,  every  diplomatic  afl;  of  the  French 
Republic  ?  Need  I  recall  to  your  memory  how  the  preliminaries 
of  Leoben  (firft  granted  to  the  Emperor  to  extricate  Buonaparte 
from  the  difEculties  of  the  fituation  into  which  his  rafhnefs  had  pre- 
cipitated him),  were  withdrawn  and  cancelled  by  the  French  Go- 
vernment, under  the  pretence  that  to  claim  the  execution  of  them 
was  to  impoie  oh  the  generofity  of  die  Republic  r  How  in  their 
room  was  fubftitutcd  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio  r  And  how  the 
treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  after  being  violated  in  innumerable  in- 
flances,  has  been  almoft  didindly  abrogated  and  renounced  in  the 
confederacies   at  Radftadt  ?     Need  I   defire  you  to  rccolleft  the 

^  :  ,  fraud  and  violence  by  which  the  French  took  poflefTionof  Venice, 

[j  '  I  and  the  (hamelcfs  injuftice  with  which  they  the  next  day  transferred 

that  poffcflion  to  the  Emperor  ?  Need  I  return  again  to  Switzer- 
land to  remind  you,  that  the  invafion  of  that  devoted  country  was 

'%  the  work  not  of  arms  fo  much  as  of  treaty  ;  that  the  way  for  pillage 

'^^    ^  and  dcvaftation  was  opened  by  the  pretext  of  fuperintending  and 
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'fjiJOOMtxiihg  afew  PtirUmnentai^  Refirmsf  Can  vft  remeinber 
thefe  Ihing^y  and  yet  pretend  to  doubt  if  we  (hall  have  as  good  fecu- 
Itkf  for  die  fidelity  of  our  allies  in  the  profccution  of  the  conteft,  as 
iNre  codld  boiid  on  the  fddi  of  France  for  its  fafe  and  honourable 
torminadon  ? 

Thtire  is  yet  another  point  of  view  in  whidi  this  argument  tnay 
i)e  oonfidered.  Let  as  compare  the  expefiations  which  we  may  be 
allowed  to  form  of  our  atttes^  widi  the  charaAer  and  fituation  of  the 
fevefal  allies  of  France.  If  we,  in  renewing  the  great  confederacy 
of  the  powers  of  die  Continent,  are  weaving  a  rope  of  fand ;-— let 
us  examine  whether  the  cdnneAions  of  France  are  bound  to  her 
"by  a  chaun  which  nothing  can  loofen.  If  the  ground  upon  wluch 
we  fland  is  falfe  and  hollow,  let  us  fee  whether  the  alliances  of 
France  reft  upon  a  more  ftable  and  folid  foundation  • 

If  the  only  furt  foundation  of  permanent  alliance  between  nations 
muft  be  laid  in  community  of  intereft  and  of  fentiment,  in  the  fenfe 
of  mutual  benefits,  or  in  the  interdiange  of  protefiion  on  the  one 
fide,  and  attachment  on  the  other  r—- let  us  look  round,  Sit,  among 
the  States  which  are  immediately  cbnneAed  with  France ;  let  us 
examine  the  benefits  which  dicy  derive  from  her  friendfhipt  and  it 
will  not  be  difficult  to  eftimate  the  affedion  which  diey  muft  owe 
to  her  in  return. 

Is  it  in  the  Cifalpine,  the  Roman,  the  Ligurian  Republics,  thofe 
deformed  and  ricketty  children,  upon  whom  the  Mother  Republic 
has  laVifhed  fo^much  of  her  care,— is  it  in  thefe,  however  they  may 
bear  the  precious  referoblance  of  their  parent,  that  we  are  to  look 
for  the  fondnefs  of  filial' duty  and  attachment? 

Are  we  klok  for  it  in  the  Cifalpine  Republic,  whom,  in  prefer* 
enoe  to  the  others,  (he  appears  to  have  fcleded  as  a  living  fubje^l 
for  her  experiments  in  political  anatomy  ;  whom  (he  has  delivered 
^p  tied  and  bound  to  a  feries  of  butchering,  bungling,  philofophical 
profefTors,  to  diftort  and  mangle,  and  lop,  and  flretch  its  limbs  into 
all  forts  of  fantaflical  (hapes,  and  to  hunt  through  its  palpitating 
frame  the  vital  principle  of  republicanifm  ? 

Is  the  infant  Roman  Republic  fo  gratified  by  the  prefent  which 
France  has  made  to  it  of  five  Confuls  inftead  of  two ;  as  to 
forget' all  the  miferies,  the  robbery,  the  confifcation,  and  the  blodd, 
by  which  this  invaluable  acquifition  has  been  purchafed  ? 

Does  the  proteflion  which  (he  has  afforded  to  the  Ligurian  Re- 
public, entitle  her  to  their  affefiionate  acknowledgement  and  pious 
devotion'  ?  Obferve,  I  beg  of  you,  in  what  a  fituation  thofe  un- 
fortunate Ligurians  have  been  pla^d  by  her.  They  are  forced  into 
^aflsbf  outrsgc  and  hdfKtity  agatnft  Englan^^     We  dccUirc-  war 
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ainft'tfaem  ; — and  fudt  Is  thdr  confidence  in  the  proteSion  of 
ancc,  that  no  iboncr  hat  that  war  been  declared,  than  they  come 
iwling  upon  their  knees  to  implore  our  pi^  and  forbearance  I 
nnatural  Ligutians !  if  they  are  not  thankful  for  fuch  an  inltance 
the  parental  folicitude  of  France  for  their  welfare  ! 
Look,  next  at  that  unfortunate  Prince,  whofc  dominions  border 
on  thcfe  wretched  Republics  ;  and  aflC)  by  what  tics  of  gratitude 
the  King  of  Sardinia  bound  to  his  ally  !  The  King  of  Sar- 
ila,  it  is  true,  has  not  yet  been  precijatated  from  his  throne  :  but 
fits  there  with  the  fword  of  a  French  gartifon  fufpendcd  above 
:  head.  He  retains,  indeed,  the  Hyle  and  title  of  Kii%  ;  buc 
■je  is  a  French  General  to  be  Viceroy  over  him.  A  piifoner  in 
:  own  capita],  furrounded  by  thefpies  and  agents,  and  hemmed 
by  the  arms  of  the  Directory,  compelled  to  dtfmifs  from  hia 
luncils  and  his  prefencc  all  thofe  of  his  fervants  who  were  moil 
■ched  to  his  perfon,  and  mofl  zealous  for  his  interens  ;  compelled 
preach  daily  to  his  people,  the  morti^'ing  and  d^rading  leflbn 
that  patience  and  humility,  of  which  he  is  himfelf  a  melancholy  . 
imple,  to  excufe  and  extenuate  the  infults  oficred  by  his  allies  to 
fubjci£ls,  to  reprefs,  even  by  force,  the  rcfentment  of  his  fub- 
ts  againfl  his  allies:  is  this  a  fituaiion  in  which  the  King  of 
'dinia  can  be  ftippofed  to  derive  comfort  from  the  alliance  of 
ince,  and  repay  it  with  thankfulnefs  f  Would  he  not,  even  if 
s  were  to  be  the  extent  of  his  fufFering  and  degradation ;  would 
not,  if  he  inherits  the  fpttit  of  his  great  anceliors,  if  their  blood 
x^s  in  his  veins  4  would  he  not  fcize,  even  at  the  rifle  of  his 
wn  and  of  his  life,  any  opportunity  that  might  be  afforded  him, 
emancipate  himfelf  from  a  connection  foburdenfome,  to  dukeofF 
weight  of  a  friendOiip  fo  intolerable  i 

But  he  well  knows  that  he  has  not  yet  fufTered  all  that  is  pre- 
ed  for  him.  He  knows  full  well  that  he  i&  allowed  to  occupy 
n  this  fliadowy  and  tottering  throne,  to  grafp  the  "  unreal 
ckeiy"  of  a  fceptre,  only  fo  long  as  he  fhall  be  neceflary  as  Fur- 
or for  the  French  army  in  Italy  ;  or  until  it  fhall  pteafe  the 
ripious  cruelly  of  his  tyrants  to  end  his  difgracc  by  annihilation, 
baps  the  fupplics  for  a  campaign  may  be  more  readily  procured 
ibe  operatiuns  of  a  regular  government,  than  tlicy  could  be  by 
new  upllart  revolationaiy  power,  in  a  country  agitated  by  the 
nent  of  poliiical  change.  Perhaps  the  lu(t  of  deftroying  muy 
rbear  this  prudential  canlideratlon.  But,  at  all  events,  the  war 
[taly  once  ova,  whether  it  be  in  the  tide  of  vidory,  or  in  the 
:  and  reflux  of  defeat,  that  the  French  armies  return  through 
Jmont,  their  paffage  will  alike  be  fatal  to  this  unhappy  Monarch 
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and  to  his  people ;  they  will  equally  fweep  away  with  tbenif  in  a 
torrent,  whatever  remains  of  royalty  and  of  eftabli(hed  government ; 
and  will  leave  behind  them  the  fame  wrecks  the  fame  ihapeleft 
ruins,  with  which  the  fair  face  of  the'  neighbouring  countries  is 
iilready  encumbered  sind  deformed. 

But,  perhaps,  with  more  powerful  and  more  refpe£led  allies, 
with  thofe  whofe  names  were  brought  forward  with  fuch  difplayand 
oftentation  in  the  negotiation  at  Lifle,  as  infeparably  conneded  with 
the  honour  and  interefts  of  the  French  Republic ;  perhaps  with' 
Holland  and  with  Spain  a  greater  degree  of  forbearance  has  been 
obfervcd ;  a  more  friendly  and  liberal  intercourfe  has  been  efta« 
blifhed  \  a  more  honourable  and  independent  fyftem  of  oommuni* 
cation  has  b^en  maintained. 

The  friendfbip  of  Holland !  the  independence  of  Spain  !  Is 
there  a  man  fo  befotted  as  to  fuppofe,  that  there  is  one  hour  of  peace 
with  France  preferved  by  either  of  thcfe  unhappy  countries,  that 
there  is  one  fyllable  of  friendfliip  uttered  by  them  towards  France ; 
but  what  is  extorted  by  the  immediate  prefihre,  or  by  the  dread  aiKl 
terror.of  French  arms  ?- 


**  mouth-honour,  breath 


^<  Which  the  poor  heart  would  fain  refufe,  but  dare  not!" 

Have  the  regenerated  Republic  of  Holland,  or  the  degraded  Mo- 
narchy of  Spaini  fuch  reafon  to  rejoice  in  the  protedion  of  the 
French  Republic,  that  they  would  voluntarily  throw  themfelves  be- 
tween her  and  any  blow  which  might  menace  her  exiftence  r 

Holland  once  had  wealth,  had  induftry,  had  commerce.  Where 
are  they  now  ?  Gone  ;  fwallowed  up  in  the  all-devouring  gulph 
of  French  bankruptcy.  Holland  once  had  flourifhing  colonies ; 
them,  perhaps,  France  has  preferved  for  her.  The  flag  of  the 
enemies  of  France  is  flying  in  Ceylon,  and  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  Holland  had  once  a  navy,  a  navy  of  flrength  and  gallantry 
and  reputation,  a  navy  which  has  often  contended  even  with  our 
own,  and  contended  with  no  mean  exertion,  for  the  maftery  of  the 
fea  ?  Where  is  it  now?  Where  fe  the  (kill  which  direded,  the 
promptnefs,  courage,  and  vigour,  which  manned  it  ?  All  utterly 
dcftroysd  and  gone.  The  ban<*ful  touch  of  French  fraternity  has 
blaited  the  reputation,  has  unmanned  the  ftrength,  has  bowed  the 
fpirit,  of  the  people,  in  the  fame  proportion  as  it  has  exhaufled  the 
refourccs  of  the  country.  The  fpirit  of  the  people  is  bowed,  it  is 
true  ;  but  let  us  truft  that  it  is  not  broken ;  let  us  hope  that,  if 
an  opening  fhould  be  prefentcd,  it  may  yet  fpring  up  with  fuddcn 
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ind:  irrcfift^bk  violence,  to  the.aftonidvneitt  »d  over^fow  of  itq 
il^ffois! 

Spain,  however,  it  may  be  faid,  it  lUll  pawerfu],  and  fUll  sMo- 
iurchf  i  to  Siuin,  thercfbcc,  the  friendlhip  of  Fiance  mud  have, 
xen  ofTercd  on  more'  equal  and  durable  terdit.  An  alliance  with 
I  Bourbon  cemented  with  Bourbon  blood  cannot  but  be  lalfa'ng. 
[  lode  at  Spain,  Sir,  and  11*^0(1  be  owned  I  find  her  ftjll  a  ]^(t>- 
tarchy :  fhe  has  not  yet  received  the  bleflings  of  a  Direflory  afw^ 
:wo  Councils.  But,  I  confcfs,  I  perceive  nu  one  of  thofe  feature^  ' 
by  which  the  Monarchy  of  Spain  has  heretofore  been  dil^inguiOied. 
[  fee  nothing  of  power  ;  I  can  difcovcr  nothing  of  pblicy.  I  know, 
ihat  to  be  engaged  in  an  impolitic  war,  is  not  of  itfelf  an  unheard- 
>f,  or.  an  unaccountable  novelty.  Spain  has,  no  doubt,  been  often, 
»igaged,  uS  well  as  other  powers,  in  wars  of  pride,  in  wars  of  am- 
iMtion,  in  wars  of  doubtful  or  miflaken  intercfl.  In  an  abfolute 
Monarchy ^too,  like  Spain,  it  muft  often  have  happened,  that,  in 
natters  of  W7r,  or  alliance,  aa  well  as  of  ifiterRal  regulation  and 
lomcftic  policy,  the  will  of  the  Prince,  guided  either  by  Qtajlpn 
bvouritifm,  or  by  crooked  inirigue,  has,  at  times,  adopted  ma-r 
Tures  prejudicial  to  the  welfare  of  his  fubjc6)s.  A  powerful  and 
liaughty  nobility,  a  numerous  attd  highly- privileged  clergy,  may  at 
9thcr  times  have  given  an  impulfe  to  the  direfiion  of  affairs  'agree- 
d>le  only  to  their  own  prejudices  and  partial  inteiefls.  At  other 
^ct,  again,  the  tempcft  of  popular  fuiy  hat  overborne  both  the 
nil  of  Uic  Prince  and  the  power  of  the  AriAocracy,  and  drivo* 
the  tnachiiK  ctf  Government  wholly  txit  of  its  natural  couifc  and 
liredion.  But  a  lituation  of  things,  in  which  the  Crown  is  en> 
;hralled,  the  ariftocracy  humbled,  and  the  nation  in  general  Aor 
graded  and  impoverilhed,  not  by  the  efic^ls  of  iptenul  ftruggle,  or 
iic  pcrverie  preponderance  cf  any  one  party  or  member  of  (he  State* 
Nit  by  the  palpable,  undiiguifed,  and  oppreflive  agency  <tf  a  fbrcigtt 
lower :  this  is,  indeed,  an  unufual  tituadon  for  an  independent 
cingdom.  Such  ii,  however,  the  lituation  of  Spain.  The  povor  t>f 
:he  Monarch,  the  prejudices  and  privileges  of  the  higher  orders^  the 
ximfoit,  happinefs,  and  almoin  fubfidence  of  the  mafa  of  ^  peppUi 
ire  all  embarked  together  in  a  war,  of  which  the  fuccefs  or  the  fiu- 
ure  muR  be  equally  fital  to  them  all :  a  war,  which  bft  commkle^ 
hat  country  with  an  enemy  whom  it  dares  not  face,  aild  has  lin^efl 
t  to  the  fortune;,  and  fub|ei3cd  it  to  the  wilt  of  ait  «Uy,  whofii 
riendlhip  is  more  formidable  than  hoftility :  a  war  whidi  Imb 
>rou^kt  into  contempt  the  authority  of  the  government,  aitd  the 
:haTii3er  of  the  natjon  ;  which  has  exhauRcd  their  cemmcrciat  v)d 
innihilated  tlicir  military  marine :  vhich,  in  prcducting  tbeil  uttSK- 
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courfe  with  their  colonies,  has  cut  oiF  the  fprings  of  wealth  that  fed 
the  ftate,  and  the  ftreams  of  commerce  that  enriched  the  country^: 
a  war,  which  has  done  more  in  two  (hort  year$,  under  the  aufpices 
of  FraiKCy  to  carry  into  execution  that  vote  of  the  Britiih  Parlia- 
ment in  1707,  to  wreft  the  Mpnarchy  of  Spain  and  the  Spanifli 
Weft  Indies  from  the  poiTeflion  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  than  all 
the  exertions  of  this  country  could  ever  have  effeded,  and  than  all 
its  enmity  could  ever  have  defired. 

So  fetal  ha^  been  td  Spain  already  the  friendfhip  of  tht  French 
Republic  ;  and  fuch  are  the  obligations  by  which  (he  is  bound  to  it 
in  perpetual  allegiance  and  fidelity  !  But  this  is  not  yet  all ;  the 
King  of  Spain  has  yet  to  drink  the  bitter  dregs  of  mifery  and  de- 
gradation. 

Sir,.when  Louis  XIV.  broke  up  the  conferences  of  Gertruyden- 
berg  rather  than  fubmit  to  the  propofal  of  turning  his  arms  againft  his 
Grandfon  ;  wh*^tever  our  diflike  of  his  former  infolence,  or  our  de- 
teftation  of  his  ambition  may  be,  we  cannot  refufe  our  approbation 
to  this  juft  difplay  of  fpirit  and  of  feeling.  Fallen  as  he  then  wa^ 
from  the  fplendour  of  his  high  fortunes,  and  in  fome  meafure  ^t  the 
mercy  of  his  enemies  ;  we  cannot  but  applaud  the  honourable  pride 
with  whichi  while  conceding  territory  and  dominion  as  the  price  of 
peace,  he  yet  rejeded  peace  itfelf,  when  it  was  to  be  purchafed  with 
ignominy.  I  think  too,  we  cannot  but  condemn  the  cruel  and  un- 
generous policy  which  di£hited  the  demand  of  fuch  a  j^crifice. 
But  this,  we  arc  to  recollect,  was  the  demand  of  a  triumphant 
enemy.  Mark  now  the  extortbn  of  a  protedling  friend !  The 
King  of  Spain,  exhaufted  in  his  relburces,  and  difgraced  in  his  arms, 
fay  a  war  carried  on  at  the  inftigation  and  for  the  exclufive  intereft 
of  the  French  Direflory,  is,  in  return  for  thefe  exertions,  commanded 
by  that  Diredory  to  employ  what  remsuns  of  the  ftrength  and  power 
of  his  kingdom,  for  the  conqueft  of  Portugal,  for  the  fubverlion  of 
the  throne  to  which  his  daughter  is  heir.  Have  we  the  feelings  of 
men,  and  do  we  doubt  what  fentiments  of  indignation  and  difguft 
this  outrageous  command  muft  have  excited  in  the  bofom  of  a  Fa* 
thcr  and  a  King  ? 

Now,  Sir,  there  is  a  ftory,  and  it  was  a  good  one  till  the  French 
got  hold  of  it— -the  ftory  of  ff^lliam  Tell.  I  think  I  need  hardly 
make  the  application.  Would  it  appear  to  us  a  furprifing  or  an 
unnatural  thing,  if  the  King  of  Spain,  urged  and  finally  compelled 
to  point  his  laft  weapon  at  the  Crown  of  his  Daughter,  ftiould  turn 
round  in  the  fury  of  defpair,  and  sum  it  at  the  bofom  of  the  .tyrant 
who  dictated  the  blow  ? 

I  have  not  tioilbled  the  Houfe  with  this  enumeration,  as  ccn- 
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ceiving  it  to  hold  out  in  itfelf  inducements  and  temptations  for  the 
continuance  of  the  war ;  fuppofing  that  we  had  any  choice  as  to 
continuing  or  concluding  it.  But  forced  as  we  are  to  perfevere  in 
the  conteft,  and  expedient  as  it  appears,  that  we  (hould  furnifli  our- 
fclves  with  whatever  means  we  can  procure  for  conducing  it  to  a 
terfnination  confident  with  our  fafety  and  our  honour^  and  convinced, 
as  I  think  every  man  muft  be,  that  the  co-operation  of  other  powers 
affords  at  lead  one  great  indrument  for  fuch  an  exertion  ;  it  does, 
I  think,  feem  mareriaU  when  againft  the  fyftem  of  alliances  no  ar- 
gument is  fo  loudly  urged  as  the  probability  of  thofe  alliances  prov* 
ing  unfaithful  and  unfound  ;  it  does,  I  think,  feem  material  to  af- 
certain,  whether  this  hazard  is  peculiar  to  our  (ituation  alone  ;  or 
whether,  if  on  the  one  harid  we  have  but  feeble  afTiftance,  we  are 
likdly,  on  the  qther  hand,  to  have  any  thing  but  feeblenefs  to  op- 
pofe.  Committed  with  our  enemy  fingle  handed,  France  to  Eng- 
land, what  (hould  we  fear  ?  But  if  the  acceflion  of  allies  is  to  us 
an  accefTfon  of  weaknefs,  is  it  not  fomething  to  be  affured  that  to 
France  it  is  not  an  acceflfion  of  permanent  and  formidable  ihrength  i 
that  if  France  has  the  means  of  feducing  our  allies,  we  have  the 
'  iatisfadtion  of  feeling  that  our  intereft  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the 
allUs  of  France  ?  that  even  when  men  called  on  her  fide  and  fitt- 
ing under  her  banners,  they  cannot  fail  in  their  fecret  hearts  to  pray 
that  the  vidlory  may  be  on  our  fide  ? 

I3  not  this  the  cafe  ?  Do  we  not  know  it  to  be  fo  ?  Who  is 
there,  that  has  not  heard,  and  heard  with  heartfelt  delight,  that  the 
glorious  viiSory  of  the  firft  of  Auguft  communicated  a  fenfatkm  of 
triumph  and  of  joy,  not  only  to  the  heart  of  England  ;  not  only  to 
the  bofom  of  thofe  nations  whofe  deliverance  is  more  immediately 
eifedted  ;  not  only  to  nations,  neutral  in  name,  but  who  feel  in 
fpite  of  their  neutrality  that  their  independent  exigence  is  involved 
in  the  iffue  of  the  conteft,  but  even  to  nations  nominally  hoftile  to 
Great  Brtain,  to  Governments  the  (laves  of  the  power  or  creatures 
of  the  caprice  of  France  \  The  prefence  of  a  French  Ambaifador 
could  fcarce  reprefs  the  burft  of  exultation  in  Courts  that  ti(;embled 
at  his  frown.  The  whifpered  fatisfaflion  went  round  in  circles 
where  an  open  manifeftation  of  joy  would  have. been  treafon.  And 
even  the  valTal  Republics  leaped  in  their  chains. 

Oh  !  but  however  willing  the  allies  of  France  might  be  to  feize 
a  favourable  opportunity  for  (baking  off  thp  yx)ke  of  her  protediion, 
were  we.  even  able  to  rally  them  on  our  fide  in^he  outfct  of  the  con- 
tcft,  their  aflTiftance  would  be  nothing  worth.  £xhau(kd  and  difpi- 
rited  as  they  are,  they  have  neither  the  heart  nor  ()rengtb  to  fight  the. 
battle  of  independence !    True,  Sir,  they  have  been  cruejlly  reduced 
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and  broken  down.  It  b  true,  that  many  of  them  have  been  moulded 
and  diflorted  into  (hapes  fo  flrange  and  unnatural ,  that  they  fcarce 
have  limbs  to  ufe,  or  the  power  of  felf-motion  remaining  ;  but  yet, 
even  fo,  tbcy  are  not  wholly  without  vigour  and  vitality, 

'^  SppUatis  arma  fuperfunt." 

The  arms  which  they,  have  remaining  are  the  arms  mod  terrible  to 
tyrants,  their  wrongs,  their  defperation,  the  defire  of  revenge.  Let 
France  appeal  to  the  bad  paflions  of  our  aUies  ;  let  her  cajole  their 
fears,  or  inflame  their  appetite  for  a^randizement.  The  founda- 
tions of  our  tacit  but  intimate  alliance  with  the  alius  of  France  are 
already  laid,  in  their  juft  refentment,  in  their  proud  indignation,  in 
every  virtuous  and  every  honourable  foeling.  When  did  fuch  a 
ecmteft  terminate  in  giving  ultimate  and  permanent  preponderance 
to  evil  ?  If  I  do  not  venture  to  anticipate  a  fortunate  refult  amount- 
ing to  the  full  completion  of  our  fanguine  and  juflifiable  expe6ta- 
tions,  I  may  furely  afk,  what  has  France  done,  to  deferve  that  the 
ordinary  courfeof  human  events  (hould  be  reverfed  in  her  favour  P 

But  then,  Sir,  another  and  a  graver  doubt  is  Aated.  It  is 
doubted  whether,  with  half  the  world  in  arms  on  our  (ide,  the  ob- 
je^s  which  ^e  might  hope  to  obtain  would  be,  in  any  juft  and  po- 
litic fenfe,  Britijh  objeSlsn  I,  Sir,  have  not  fat  long  enough  in  this 
Houfe  to  remember  the  time,  but  a  time  I  am  told  there  was,  when 
if  I  had  ventured  to  heiitate  a  doubt  whether  or  not  the  (ituation  of 
the  powers  of  the  Continent,  relatively  to  us  or  to  each  other,  and 
the  general  balance  of  Europe,  (as  it  is  called)  were  objeiSs  of  Bri- 
ti(h  concern,  I  ffaould  have  been  fcouted  and  laughed  at  as  a  dri- 
veller and  an  idiot,  or  reviled  as  a  prcfumptuous  arraigner  of  the 
wifdom  and  policy  of  our  anceftors.  I  underftand  that  all  this  is 
now  changed.  I  underftand  that  the  great  authorities,  from  whom 
I  ihould  more  particularly  have  expe£led  fuch  a  cenfure  if  I  had 
ventured  fuch  an  opinion,  have  entirely  thrown  away  and  abandoned 
their  favourite  (yftem  ;  and  are  now  more  ftrenuous  in  decrying 
thofe  who  maintain  it,  than  they  were  before  in  propagating  it 
themfelves.  I  cannot  account  for  thefe  excentrlcities ;  but  Ido 
not  prefume  to  blame  them.  They  at  4eaft  teach  me  to  proceed 
with  caution  ;  and  rather  to  inquire  with  great  humility  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  whether  or  no 
fuch  and  fuch  thirigs  are  objeds  of  intereft  to  our  country  ?  than  to 
ftate  any  affirmitive  opinion  of  my  own  upon  the  fubje£t. 

The  honourable  gentleman  mentioned  the  Eaft  Indies,   and 

alluded  to  the  expedition  to  Egypt  as  having  threatened  our  poflef- 

.  fions  in  that  quarter.     Is  then  the   deliverance  of  Egypt  from  a 

.  gc  a 
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i'rench  army  a  Britijh  eijea  ?  Does  the  honourable  gentleman, 
r  docs  any  nun,  believe,  that  if  peace  had  been  concluded  at  Liflcj 
his  c:;pedition  would  at  all  the  lefs  have  been  undeiiakcn  I  Doct 
le  believe  that,  in  (hat  cafe,  to  defeat  the  expedition  wQuld  have 
lecn  equally  a  Briiijh  chjeli  F  And  does  he  think  that,  after  the 
icacc  made  at  LiHe,  wc  fhould  have  been  equally  in  a  condition  to 
lefeat  it  r  WoulJ  not  the  co-operation  bf  the  Turk  have  been  then 
lelirable,  to  enable  us  to  cSciX  this  pur|)ofc  ?  Is  it  lefs  detiiable 
lowr  Jf,  by  his  co-operation,  we  are  enabled  to  conibund  and 
xpcl  that  horde  of  robbers,  and  buccaneers,  who  have  taken  poT- 
eQion  of  his  Egyytlan  territory,  or,  (what  I  (huuld  like  much  bct- 
er,)  to  (but  Ihcm  up  on  all  (ide^,  and  leave  them  there  to  be  quietly 
ir>d  gradually  exterminated — is  thit  no  advantage  lo  Great  Britain  i 
iVas  the  purpofe  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  motion  lo  preclude 
he  polTibilityof /<&/(  event? 

If,  by  the  jcunt  aGTiflance  of  Ruflia  and  the  Porte,  we  could 
weep  the  Levant  and  the  Mediterranean  of  the  fcattered  remnants 
if  Ibis  piratical  armament ;  if  the  coads  of  Italy  were  thus  rendered 
inafTailable  by  the  enemy,  and  the  fouihern  coaf^s  of  Fraixe  tbtn 
aid  open  to  our  attack,  and  the  ports  and  commerce  of  the  Medi- 
erranean  and  Levant  fecured  to  us ;  arc  iheje  Brisijb  abjeas  ? 

Arc  the  Netherlands  a  Br'tiijb  ohjtfi  ?  I  have  heard  that  the 
]ependcncc  of  the  Netherlands  on  Fiance,  has  in  former  times  been 
^nlidcred  as  fo  prejudicial  to  this  country,  that  there  was  no  cafe 
n  which  ihat  objed)  alone  would  not  have  been  a  fuflicient  caufe  for 
;irolonging  or  for  even  engaging  in  a  war.  I  do  not  aHert  that  this 
is  fo.  But  if  there  be  any  truth  in  this  opinion,  and  if,  by  a  vigorous 
:o-operation  on  the  part  of  Auftria  or  Pruflia,  or  both,  we  might 
iave  a  chance  of  wreHing  this  polfeQion  trum  France, — will  the 
honourable  gentleman,  i^ill  any  other  man  in  (he  Houfe,  be  the  per- 
bn  to  get  up  and"  fay,  '  This  you  might  zSoGt,  but  I  will  pit- 
^ent  you  f ' 

If,  by  the  help  of  Pruflia,  we  might  hope  to  rcfcue  Holland 
"tom  her  prefent  fiate  of  fcnitude  and  degradaiion,  to  raifc  her 
lead  once  more  among  the  independent  powers  of  Europe,  a  rich)  a 
lourithlng,  and  n  happy  conntrv,  connected  with  us  by  old  habits, 
ximmon  intcren,  and  the  reciprocation  of  Commercial  advantage*  ; 
viU  any  man  fay  that  this  would  not  be  a  BriiiJh  ebje£l  ?  will  any 
nan  lay  in  his  claim  now,  woulJ  any  man  be  proud  hereafter  to 
lave  entitled  himfclf,  to  (he  iTedliof  havii^  thrown  an  infuperable 
mpcdimcnt  in  the  way  of  the  rcfcue  and  rcrtoration  of  Holland  ? 

And  yet,  Sir,  Holland  has  heretofore  been  thought  to  be  fo  intt- 
nately  intctcAing  to  this  country,  cfpccially  by  gcnilcincn  who  ufed 
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to  fit  on  that  fide  of  fbc  Hoofe,  and  to  whofe  fbnner  opinion^  on 
foreign  politic^  I  haye  been  accuflomed  to  attach  no  fmali  degree  of 
refpedl  and  confideratkm,  that,  if  I  am  rightly  informed^  (for  it  is 
much  beyond  my  memory  in  Parliament)  the  only  aA  of  my  r^t 
honourable  friend's  AdminiAration  which  has  had  the  good  fortone 
to  receive  the  approbation  and  applaufe  of  thofis  gentlemen,  and  upon 
which  they  laviflied  as  large  and  unqualified  praife  as  bis  warmeft 
fupporters  could  have  aflForded  him,  was  the  fpirited  and  judicious 
exertion  by  which,  in  the  year  1787,  thedefigpsof  France  in  Hol-p 
land  were  defeated  (at  the  rifque  of  a  war)  and  the  afeendancy  of 
this  country  fecured. 

.  I  cannot  believe  that  if  we  were  now  debating,  if  it  poffibljc 
<)ould  be  fit.matter  for  this  Houfe  to  debate,  '  Whether  or  no,  hav.« 
^  jng  an  opportunity  to  conclude  a  peace  in  all  other  refpeds  defir 
*  lable,  we  (hould  continue  the  war  for  the  fingle  purpofe  of  the 
'  deliverance  of  Holland  alone,'  I  cannot  believe  that  thofe  perfons 
to  wh(»n  I  have  referred,  holding  the  principles  which  they  have 
heretnfore  profeffed,  could  hefitate  to  give  their  vote  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

If  I  am  wrong  in  this  fuppolition,  I  delire  only  to  be  informed, 
wherty  and  when,  and  how,  the  change  in  the  policy  of  the  country 
took  place  ?  Is  the  ambition  of  France  lefs  formidable  now  ? 
Is  her  defire  of  aggrandizement  lefs  notorious  ?  Is  her  power  lefs 
terrible  ?  Is  her  hodility  to  this  country  lefs  acrimonious  !  than 
when,  in  the  year  1786^  the  commercial  treaty  with  France  was 
arraigned,  by  the  fame  perfons  whofe  maxims  of  foreign  policy  I 
have  already  quoted,  -not  as  unfavourable  to  Great  Britiin,  but  as 
likely  to  take  off  the  edge  of  our  national  antipathy  againft  France  } 
When  my  right  honourable  friend  was  attacked  and  reviled  for 
having,  in  a  paltry  fearch  after  mercantile  profit,  wholly  abandoned 
the  doiStrines  of  our  anceftors,  and  improvidently  thrown  away  the 
fafety  of  pofterity,  by  admitting  the  poflibility  of  any  relations  be- 
tween this  country. and  France,  e;ccept  thofe  of  jealous  rivalry  or 
open  conted ;  for  having  attempted  to  lull  England  into  the  belief 
that  the  ambition  of  France,  becaufe  not  a^ve  at  the  moment,  was 
extinguifhed  ;  that  her  power,  becaufe  not  exerted,  had  ceafed  to 
be  formidable  :  that  her  profcflions  of  friendfliip  could  mean  any 
thing,  but  to  gain  time  and  ftrength ;  that  her  apparent  pacific  dif- 
poGtion  could  be  any  thing  f^ut  a  drawing  of  breath  againft  the  re- 
newal of  hoftinties  ? 

If  all  this  is  changed,  allow  me  to  inquire  of  thofe  who  can  in- 
ftruA  me,  by  what  procefs  the  change,  has  been  wrought  ?  and  at 
what  period  i  What  is  its  origin  and  date  ?  Did  it  come  in  with  the 
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nv  flyle  ?  Wu  it  on  firmuii,  diioS,  or  fiEr^-a^',  in  what  month, 
id  in  what  year,  of  the  [iew.Rq)ublicair  Calendar  \  Did  the  old 
Hem  exjiurc  in  September,  and  the  new  one  begin  with  FmSidor  f 
really  alk  for  infornmion.  I  do  not  mean  to  quellion  the  pro- 
iety  of  tbe  alteration,  but  to  get  at  the  reafon  of  it.  I  am  not  (oo 
d  to  learn.  But  I  cannot  take  it  upon  authority  alone  ^  and  (hat 
o,  an  authority  which  has  always  hitherto  been  on  the  other  fide, 
muft  continue  to  repeat  my  old  catcchifm,  until  i  am  fuflidcntly 
Ittcninated  to  undeiftand  the  articles  of  the  new. 

Till  then,'l  muft  continue  to  alk  with  fome  degree  of  cameRciefs, 
r  any  one  of  the  objects,  which  I  have  enumerated,  may  poflibly 
;  obtained  by  an  alliance  with  the  powers  of  the  Continent,  much 
lore  if  we  could  be  fanguine  enough  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  an  open- 
ig  might  acifc,  as  would  lead  to  the  attainment  of  them  all,  «& 
ould  lead  to  the  iedu£lion  of  France  within  her  antient  limits, 
id  to  the  replacing  Europe  nearly  in  the  lituation  in  which  it  flood 
ifcre  the  commencement  of  the  war ;  whether  or  nu  it  is  p;>niblc 
ir  a  Member  of  the  Brililh  Parliament  to  entertain  fo  exiraoiJiniry 
id  pcrverfe  an  ambition  as  to  be  dclirous  of  havln^  it  to  fay  litre- 
fier,  '  All  this  might  perhaps  have  been  accompliflied,  but  by  a 
r^lc motion  I  prevented  itall  V 

Underfland  me,  Sir,  however,  that  I  do  not  mean  to  nncin:  ke 
lat  if  the  honourable  frentlcman's  motion  Ihould  mt  pafs,  all  fitis 
ill  therefore  be  accomptifhed.  We  arc  debating  now,  not  whc- 
ler  or  no  fu^h  and  fuch  exertions  will  lead  to  fuch  and  fuch  rc- 
ilts ;  but  whether  or  no  we  (hall  gmtuitoully  throw  away  the  only 
lance  which  we  have  for  the  exertions  being  made.  The  honour- 
}Ic  gentleman  does  not  affirm,  that  Europe  cannot  be  faved  ;  he 
ily  defires  that  wt  may  have  nu  ihare,  that  we  may  give  no  en- 
)UragenKnt  for  faving  it.  In  anfwcr  to  fuch  a  propofition,  it  is 
)t  necelTary  for  me  to  argue  (what  is  not  denied)  that  the  fucccfa 
r  the  experiment  is  probable  \  \\  is  only  necelTary  for  me  to  aflc, 
i/hether  its  fuccefs  isfu  improbabSe,  and  its  nature  founinfercfling, 
lat  you  will  determine  beforehand  that  it  ought  not  to  be  tricd-f 

The  honourable  gentleman,  however,  for  his  part,  declares,  that 
:  '*  wafhcs  his  hands  of  the  whole  budncfs."  The  honourable 
tntlcman  has  a  habit,  Sir,  (which  I  do  not  mention,  to  difapprove 
I  of  appealing  to  the  teftimony  of  his  confcience,  and  of  holding 
It  to  this  oi^ncntsthe  miferics  which  muft  accrue  from  "  pil- 
ws  fluft  with  thorns,"  Has  the  honourable  gentleman  evercon- 
iercd  the  prefent  fituatiun  of  Switzerland,  in  this  point  of  view  \ 
nd  is  he  fo  eager  to  "  wafti  his  hands"  of  any  (hare  in  her  pofli- 
e  cmancrpatiun  ^    Is  it  necellaiy  as  a  balm  to  his  confcience  ? 
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Will  ie  ftrew  bis  pillow  with  rofes,  to  be  abl6  to  fay  to  bimfelf : 

*  If  the  people.of  Switzerland  fucceed  in  breaking  thegaHing  fetters 
<  of  an  intolerable  and  bloody  tyranny,  thank  God>  /  have  given  no 

*  aid  to  their  efforts,  /can  lay  my  hand  upon  my  heart  and  de- 
^  dare,  that  for  ought  /  would  have  done  for  them,  or  would  have 
'  encouraged  them  to  do  for  themfelves,  the.  Swifalhouid  have  con- 

*  tinued  to  groan  in  bitternefs  of  forrow,  in  abafement  and  defpoir. 
'  Fight  your  own  battles,  miferable  Swifs! — England  has  nofym- 

*  pathy  with  your  fuflferings  !  -^Bind  tighter  their  fetters,   fangui- 

*  nary  Direflory— You  have  nothing  to  dread  from  Englilh  in» 
terference ! 

*'  Bleed,  bleed,  poor  Country ! 
**  Great  Tyranny,  lay  thou  thy  bafis  furc, 
"  For  Goodnefs  dares  not  check  thee !" 

Such,  Sir,  is  the  language  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  mo- 
tion«  But  fuch,  I  trufi,  is  not  the  fenfe  of  thofe  who  have  heard 
it.  I  too  will  appeal  to  the  confcientious  feelings  of  individtiiits. 
I  might  appeal  to  their  recorded  profeflions  in  the  aInrK)ft  onani« 
mous  vote  upon  the  addrefs  to  His  Majefty  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feffion  ;  but  I  confefs  when  I  can  reach  the  heart  and  fpirlt,  I  pre- 
fer a  dired  appeal  to  them,  to  any  argument  that  refts  on  mere  for- 
mal ties  or  technical  obligations.  I  might  remind  every  gentleman 
who  hears  me,  that  he  has  concurred  in  an  addrefs  to  ?he  Throne^ 
expreflling  his  hearty  hope  that  the  opening  afibrded  by  the  glorious 
fucceffes  of  His  MajeAy's  arms  may  lead  to  *'  the  general  deliverance 
•f  Eurefe  ;"  and  pledging  himfelf,  in  no  equivocal  manner,  to 
aflTift  with  his  voice  and  council  in  the  profecution  of  this  important 
cbjeiSt.  I  might  require  them  to  reconcile,  if  they  can,  the  pledge 
there  taken  with  a  motion  which  contradidls  both  its  letter  and  its 
meaning.  But  I  prefer  going  home  with  every  man  to  his  own 
bofom,  and  deiiring  him  to  remember,  what  were  his  iirft  individual 
impreflions  upon  receiving  the  account  of  Lord  Nelfon's  flupiendous 
achievement  ?  What  was  the  language  of  every  fociety  in  which 
he  happened  to  be  convcrfant  ?  The  firft  fentiment  undoubtedly 
was  that  of  thanks  and  praife  to  the  heroes  who  had  thus  exalted 
the  name,  the  power,  and  the  glory,  of  their  country,  and  of  hum- 
ble gratitude  to  that  providence  which  had  fo  fignally  profpered  their 
exertions.  But  next— what  occurred  to  every  man's  fcfelings  and 
underftanding  ?  what  was  the  queftion  which  immediately  fuc- 
ceedcd  to  the  firft  burft  of  wonder,  the  firft  tranfport  of  thankful- 
nefs,  the  firft  emotions  of  rapture  and  delight  ?  I  fee  I  am  antici- 
pated,  "  ff^at  effect  wiU  this  have  upon  the  powers  of  the  Continent  r 
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hii  was  the  qocflion  afked  and  echoed  bf  a  thoufand  tongues, 
^hat  then  was  the  meaning  of  this  qucftion?  '  Was  it  the  off- 
ring  of  cold  fpeculation  i  of  idle  curiofity  ?  No.  It  fprut^ 
m\  the  inRantaneouE,  and  idmofl  inOindtive,  conviAion,  that,  in 
itc  of  all  the  ii^hifVcated  ai^ument  that  may  be  urged  to  difTuadc 

from  a  generous  fympathy  with  the  fates  and  fortunes  of  other 
itions,  we  have  an  interctl  in  the  liberties  of  the  Continent ;  that 
r  afluraiKc  is  doubly  fure  when  thofe  around  us  are  prefervcd 
>m  deltruAion  ;  that  uv  can  be  but  precarioufly  fzfe,  fo  long  as 
ere  is  no  fafety  for  the  rtft  of  Europe. 

Depend  upon  it,  Sir,  in  all  queflions  which  partake  equally  of 
ifon  and  of  feeling,  the  firft  imprcQioiw  of  a  good  heart  and  found 
ind  are  rarely  to  be  difhtifled.  Tbey  may  be  fanguine  ;  they 
ay  be  romantic ;  they  may  rcprefcnt  the  obje£)  dcflred  as  much 
arcr,  than  in  the  practical  purfutt  it  turns  out  to  be ;  but,  as  to 
;  objcdt  itfelf,  they  are  feidom  mifdircficd.  And  I  believe  that 
y  man  of  honcft  and  liberal  fieclings,  who  can  rccollcfl  what  were 

1  firll  imprcflions  upon  any  fubjcd,  in  the  conlideration  of  which 
:  heart  as  well  as  the  underflandtng  was  engaged,  will  find  that, 
confulting  thofe  imprefltoni,  he  has  not  been  led  aftray- 

How  (lands  the  cafe  in  the  prcfent  inftance  i  Have  we  any  rea- 
1  to  repent  or  to  be  afhamcd  of  the  wifltci  that  fprung  up  in  our 
foms  upon  this  occation  •'  Was  the  impulfe  too  generous,  and 
Lilt  it  be  retrained  f  Was  the  benevolence  too  large,  and  mull  it 
contradted  !  What  new  drcumflances  have  arifcn  to  vary  our 
^al  view  of  the  fubjeft  ?  Has  England  beonne  lefs  powerful 
interfere  ?  Has  the  flavcry  of  the  Continent  been  lightetied  f  or 
r  tyranny  of  France  foftened  or  fubdued  ? 

Or  has  fome  djfpolition  for  peace  been  manifefted  by  the  enemy ! 
:h  as  throws  difficulty  in  the  way  of  any  boflile  and  c^niive  ope- 
ions  againfl  them  ;  and  requires  that  we  (hould  teft  on  our  arms 
til  their  intentions  fhall  be  more  clearly  exi^ained  I  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  this  fort — Has  the  honourable  gentleman  ?  He  has 
rntioned  nothi/ig  of  it.  He  has  not  pretended  that  France  is 
lling  To  negotiate.  He  has  not  advifed  that  vie  Ihould  propofc  a 
Totialion. 

He  has  indeed  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  peace  is  dclirable  ;  and 
has  drawn  fome  arguments  to  this  efFcdt  from  Ireland,  from  the 
ft  Indies,  and  from  St.  Domingo.  I  (hall  not  follow  him  into 
fe  arguments  ;  both  bccaufc  I  think  that  they  may  all  of  them, 
h  much  greater  propriety,  be  refcrved  for  feparaie  difculGon  in 
ir  due  time ;  and  becaufc,  untefs  this  motion  were  to  be  under- 
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ilood  diftindly  as  a  motion  for  peace,  I  do  not  fee  how  they  can 
•  be  made  to  b^r  upon  the  preicnt  difcuflion^ 

But  does  the  honourable  gentleman  intf  nd^  his  motion  as  a  mo- 
tion for  peace  ?  Then  indeed  I  (hould  have  a  worfe  opinion  of  it 
th^n  I  had  before.  For  is  this  the  way  to  go  about  fuch  a  bufinclii> 
with  any  profpef^,  or  with  any  ferious  appearance  of  a  defire,  of 
fuccefs  ?  If  the  honourable  gentleman  really  thinks  this  a  moment 
for  opening  a  n^ptiation-^why  has  he  not  the  candour  and  manlL- 
nefs  to  fay  fo  i  Let  him,bring  the  matter  diftindly  to  a  queftion  ; 
and  let  us  argue  it.  I  have  no  hefitation  in  faying  that  it  is  my  de- 
cided opinion  that  this  is  not  the  moment.  3ut  my  opinion  is 
more  decided  ftill^  that,  if  this  were  the  moment,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  chofen  the  very  word  poffible  way  for  availing  our- 
.  jTelves  of  the  opening. 

Is  it  dignity,  and  etiquette,  and  national  honour,  that  ftand  in 
.die  way  of  a  more  dire£l  attempt  at  negotiation )  Is  it  neceflfary 
in  the  honourable  gentleman's  judgement  that  France  (hould  make 
the  iiijd  overtures  ?  I  confcfsi  Sir,  I  have  no  fuch  delicacy  :  and 
if  the  moment  feemed  to  me  proper  for  any  overtures  at  all,  I 
(hould  not  raife  much  fquabble  about  who  (hould  ofler  or  who 
(hould  receive  them.  But  if  the  honourable  gentleman  has  this 
delicacy,  mark,  I  intreat  you,  how  delicately  he  manages  it.  He 
will  not  fpeak  to  France,  but  he  would  fpeak  at  her.  He  will  not 
propofe— -not  he— that  we  (hould  fay  10  the  Diredory,  "  Will 
you  make  ppace  ?"  No,  Sir,  we  are  merely  to  fay  to  ourfelycs, 
loqd  enough  for  the  Directory  to  overhear  us,  ''  I  wi(h  thefe 
''  French  gentlemen  would  make  an  overture  to  us.'*  Now,  Sir, 
does  this  fave  the  dignity  of  the  country  ?  or  is  it  only  a  fneaking, 
ihabby  way  of  doing  what,  if  (it  to  be  done  at  all,  muft,  to  have  any 
ferious  effcfi,  be  done  openly,  unequivocally,  and  diredly  ?  But  I 
beg  the  honourable  gentleman's  pardon :  I  mifreprefent  him  ;  I 
certainly  do.  His  motion  does  not  amount  even  to  fo  much  as  I 
have  ftated.  He  begins  farther  oflfl  The  foliloqny  which  he 
prompts  us  by  his  motion  is  no  more  than  this— ^*  We  muft  con- 
**  tinue  to  make  war  again(l  France,  to  be  fure*-*and  we  are  ibny 
<<  for  it— but  we  will  not  do  it  as  if  we  bore  malice.  We  wiU 
*'  not  make  an  ill-natured,  ho(Klc  kind  of  war  any  longer— that 
<<  we  won't.  And  who  know^  but,  if  they  (hould  happen  to 
<<  overhear  this  refolutton,  as  the  Oiredtory  are  good-natured^at 
'<  bottom,  their  hearts  RUiy  foften  andgrow  kind  towards  us — and 
*^  then  they  will  offer  to  make  a  peace !"  And  thus.  Sir,  and  thus 
only,  IS  (he  motion  a  motion  for  peace. 
.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  reproaches  His  Majefty's  Mini£- 
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e«  that  flicy  have  loft  alt  their  pacific  difpofitions  ;  that  they  arc 
become  invctcratdy  and  incurably  warlike;  that  thcfpirit  of  mo- 
deration which  he  (o  mnch  commended  in  the  Manifcno  of  latl  year 
is  evaporated  ;  and  that  however  thcj'  aay  have  flood  out  agalnfl 
Lord  Duncan's  viflory,  that  of  Lord  Ndfon  has  intoxicated  and 
inflamed  them  to  madncls. 

That  the  confidence  of  the  country  if  indeed  high,  I  am  happy 
to  acjcnowledge ;  and  that  the  Government  partakes  the  f[»rit  of 
the  people,  I  am  equally  willing  to  believe.  But  that  ttiis  fpirit 
has  fbiTtcd  fuddenly  out  of  the  bte  viiflor]',  and  is  exclufively  to  be 
ittributcd  to  it,  I  cannot  agree.  It  was  confirmed,  indeed,  by  that 
viflory,  a  vii^ory  which  would  have  created  a  fpirit  if  tt  had  not 
found  one.  But  that  the  fpirit  cxiiled  before  the  event  of  the  firft 
of  Augult,  is  no  derc^arion  to  the  glory  of  that  day,  and  is  a  proud 
accefiion  of  dignity "^o  the  charadler  of  the  country.  It  adds  new 
luAre  to  the  chara^er  of  the  country,  it  places  in  a  more  conrpicuous 
light  the  talents  and  reputatitHi  of  Lord  Nelfon,  that  before  we 
were  in  polTefiion  of  the  confidence  which  grew  out  of  his  viScsy, 
we  had  the  confidence  to  prefume  it. 

Let  us  recoiled  only  the  days  and  months  of  anxiety  which  we 
paOed,  befvre  the  intelligence  of  that  memorable  event  had  reached 
us.  It  was  an  anxiety,  not  of  apprehenlion,  but  of  impatience. 
Out  prayers  were  put  up,  not  for  fuccefs,  but,  for  an  opportunity  qf 
Jeferving  it :  we  afked,  not  that  Netfon  might  con<]uer  Buonaparte, 
lut,  that  Buonaparte  might  not  have  the  triumph  of  deceiving  and 
:fcaping  him ;  not  that  we  might  gain  the  battle,  but,  that  we 
night  find  the  enemy :  For  the  rcll  we  had  nothing  rofcaf.--..  ■ 

*'  Concurrant  paritcr  cum  ratibus  rates  ; 
"  Speflcnt  Numina  Pontl,  et 

"  Palmam,  qui  meruit,  ferat !" 

Standing,  tficn,  in  our  prefent  proud  and  exalted  (ituation,  (arti- 
ied  by  that  rontidcnce  which  lias  its  foundation  in  the  good  fenfe, 
he  fpirit,  the  unexampled  profpcrity  of  the  nation,  and  which,  by 
he  blefling  of  Providence,  the  fignal  and  glorious  fuccefTes  of  our 
rms  have  eflablifhed  and  confirmed,  what  is  the  bpR  advantage  that 
an  be  made  uf  fuch  a  fituation  i  '  Hoard  up  your  fafety  for  your 
own  ufc,'  Ktys  the  motion  of  the  honour^le  gentleman.  *  Lend 
a  portion  6f  it  to  other  nations,  that  it  may  be  returned  lo  you 
tenfold,  in  the  prcficrvation  and  fccurity  of  the  world,'— is  the 
iSate  of  a  Inrger,  and,  I  chink,  a  (bunder  policy. 

But  the  nations  of  the  Continent,  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
ill  us,  fiood  by,  while  we  were  engaged  tn  a  Aruggte  in  which  «ur 
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very  exi(}ence  was  at  fiake,  without  offering  any  affiflancc,  or  ilia* 
ntfefling  any  intercA  in  our  prcfcrvation :  undoubtedly,  fo  they  did; 
Mdp  undoubtedly,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  infinuates,  our  re- 
venge is  now  in  our  power.  We  may  tell  thofe,  who  abandoned 
us  art  that  moment  of  peril,  that  it  is  now  our  turn  to  take  breath, 
while  they  are  contending ;  that  -to  us  is  now  the  refpite,  and  to 
them  the  toil ;  that  as  they  left  us  contentedly  to  our  fate,  we  con* 
fign  them  unpityingly  to  theirs.  We  may  do  this  in  ftri<Et  retali- 
ation :  but  I  think  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  will  feel  that  we 
have  a  nobler  vengeance  in  our  power.  We  have  it  in  our  power 
to  fay  to  the  nations  of  Europe  :  ''  You  deferted  us  at  our  utmoft 
need  ;  but  the  firfl  ufe  that  we  make  of  our  profperity  is  to  in- 
vite you  to  partake  of  it.  We  difdained  to  call  you  in,  r6luc« 
tant  as  you  appeared,  (o  mare  our  danger  ;  but,  we  are  now  by 
our  own  exertions  fecure ;  come  now,  and  take  (belter  under 
"  our  fecurity." 

Sir,  they  were  wife  words  that  were  fpoken  by  a  great  flatefman 
and  orator  of  antient  times,  under  circumftances  not  wholly  unlike 
the  prefent'circumAances  of  the  world.  '*  If  by  any  fuper-human 
teftimony,  for  tofi^cha  paradox  noteftimony  merely  human  could 
poflibly  obtain  belief,  if  by  an  Angel  from  Heaven  I  were  to  be 
aflured,  that  the  farther  the  enemy  pufhed  his  cooqucds  over  other 
countries,  the  more  territory  he  acquired — the  more  Governments 
he  fubverted-— "the  more  nations  he  fubdued,— -by  fo  much  the  more 
quiet,  the  noore  harmlefs,  the  more  friendly  neighbour  he  wouM 
be  to  this  country :  I  proteft  that  I  would  not,  even  with  this'^view, 
and  under  thefe  conditions,  confent  to  give  my  vote  for  the  flavery 
of  Europe.  But  if  there  be  no  man  upon  earth  who  will  venture 
to  aifert  (b  mondrous  a  propofition  ;  if  the  very  reverfe  of  all  this 
be  demonftrably  true  ;  if  every  ftep  that  the  enemy  takes  upon  the 
Continent  is  a  Aep  to  the  accomplifhn^ent  of  our  deftrudiion,  if 
every  city  that  he  ranfacks,  every  diftrid  that  he  acquires,  is  a  fund 
of  wealth,  and  a  levy  of  foldiers,  to  be  employed  hereafter  in  an 
exterminating  war  againd  us  :  then,  in  God's  name,  to  what  do 
we  look  i  or  wherefore  are  we  hefitating  f" 

Since  then.  Sir,  this  motion  appears  to  me  to  be  founded  on  no 
principle  of  policy  or  neceflity  ;  lince,  if  it  be  intended  for  a  ceilfure 
on  Minifters,— it  is  unjud  ;  if  for  a  control,— «it  is  nugatory  ;  as  its 
tendency  is  to  impair  the  power  of  profecuting  war  with,  vigour,  and 
to  dimini(h  the  chance  of  negotiating  peace  with  dignity,  or  conclu- 
ding it  with  fafety  ;  as  it  contradidls  without  reafon,  and  without 
advantage,  the  eftablilhed  policy  of  out;  ancefiors  ;  as  it  muft  de* 
grade  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  the  charader  of  this  country  ;  as  U 
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ift  carry  diCinay  and  terror  throughout  Europe ;  and,  above  all,  a^ 
mud  adminiller  confolation,  and  hope,  and  power,  and  conlidena! 
France  ;  I  fhall  give  it  my  moll  hcarly  and  decided  negative- 
Mr.  JEK.YL  &id  ; — I  cxpe<acd,  Sir,  that  the  motion  whrch 
$  been  this  night  propofed  by  my  honourable  friend  in  fo  plain, 
t  in  fo  able  a  manner,  would  have  tieen  attended  with  at  Icaft  this 
vantage,  that  it  Would  have  procured  to  the  Houfc  the  (attsfac- 
n  of  knowing  the  precife  object  of  the  war.  My  honourable 
end  over  the  way;  {if  he  will  permit  me  to  call  him  by  that  name), 
>wever  did  not  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  aflbrd  us  any  certain 
[Mind  of  judgement  upon  this  point.  From  fomc  parts  of  his 
gument  we  Ihould  have  been  led  to  imagine  that  we  were  row  to 
ige  a  war  of  vengeance  againft  the  atrocities  which  Hie  French 
ive  committed ;  fometimes  it  was  to  be  for  the  delivenmce  of 
iirope  ;  but  after  all,  we  are  ftill  left  in  the  dark  whether  it  has 
ly  definite  objedl  at  all.  The  fubjcft  was  indeed  handled  by  my 
mourabte  friend  oppofite  to  mc  in  a  fpeech  of  no  lefs  ability  than 
'  preparadon,  and  to  the  talent  which  it  difplayed  I  am  ready  to  pay 
juft  tribute  of  applaufc  j  but  1  mufl  take  the  liberty  to  aniitiad^ 
;rt  upon  fbmc  of  the  argumenis  which  he  employed.  My  honour- 
tie  friend  alluded  to  the  apathy  with  which  the  motion  has  been 
ccived  by  this  fide  of  the  Houf^  on  the  prefcnt  occalion.  Where 
;  difcovcred  this  apathy  I  am  furc  I  cannot  tell.  It  is  true,  in- 
;ed,  that  our  organ  is  rather  thin  ;  we  are  but  few  performers, 
>d  we  arc  not  very  confident  in  the  fupport  of  our  audience.  Wc 
ive  not  indeed  the  wdl-difciplined  phalanx  by  which  the  honour- 
)te  gentleman  is  fupported.  In  the  prefcnt  military  difpofition  of 
ic'  country,  it  is  no  wonder  that  (he  gentlemen  oppofite  fhoutd  be 
irrcdt  in  their  evolutions,  and  that  they  fholtld  be  fo  trained  that 
ic  #hole  of  the  front  ranks.  Ihould  move  together.  As  to  the 
rindple  of  a  dcicnfive  war,  upon  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
as  b  facetious,  and  the  fentiments  of  an  eminent  Statefman,  I 
lall  perhaps  fay  a  few  words  by  and  by.  The  honourable  gcntle- 
lan  thought  proper  to  flate  that  my  hon*urabie  friend,  in  making 
is  motion,  had  no  reference  to  peace.  On  the  contrary,  the  mo* 
DO  had  fo  for  peace  in  its  con  temp]  atitm  as  it  was  the  dire€l  purpofe 
fit  {  to  avoid  all  engagements  which  could  tend  to  impede  a  peace 
1  fecure  and  honoorable  terms.  The  honourable  gentleman 
tudcd  to  the  vi£tory  of  the  Nile — afubjc£t  upon  which  every  En- 
ilhman  mufl  have  but  one  opinion.  He  afks,  what  was  the  fen- 
tion  which  this  glorious  achievement  produced  ?  I  will  tell  the 
anourablc  gentleman  then,  that  the  fenfation  of  joy  which  it  occ^ 
9ned  was  combined  ^rith  the  hope  that  it  might  tend  to  the  refto* 
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radon  of  peace  between  this  country  j^nd  France.  Ncvw,  however, 
it  is  thrown  out  that  not  peace  but  war  was  the  great  confequenc^ 
to  which  it  led,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  rejoice,  not  in  its  pacific 
cffe6^s,  but  in  its  tendency  to  give  new  vigour  and  extenfion  t6 
fchemes.of  warfare  and  coalition.  If  the  moment  in  which  we 
ftand  on  the  proud  eminence  of  fuch  a  triumph  be  not  the  moment 
to  think  of  peace,  in  what  flate  of  our  afi^irs  can  we  turn  our 
thoughts  to  this  great  chjcSt  with  propriety  ?  I  do  not  fpeak  of 
oflferiAg  rerm^  of  peace  in  the  way  of  foliloquy,  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ridicules  ;  I  would  not  recommend  any  fuch  (X)m- 
promife^  becaufe  the  dccafion  does  not  require  fo  (hallow  a  device. 
I  fee  no  ill  confequence  that  could  refult  from  making  offers  of 
peace  frankly  and  diredHy.  This  country,  however,  is  again  to  be 
embarked  upon  the  ocean  of  continental  politics  ;  we  are  again  to 
enter  the  lifts  without  knowing  the  purpofes  for  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, or  the  extent  to  which  we  may  be  involved.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  thinks  that  no  man  can  fleep  with  rofes  on  hii 
pillow,  unlefs  he  can  fay  that  he  has  taken  a  (hare  in  refcuir^  Swit- 
zerland from  the  tyranny  of  France.  What,  then,  are  we  to  engage 
in  a  continental  war  to  revenge  the  wrongs  of  the  Swifs,  a[nd  to 
punifh  the  perfidies  of  France  ?  What  does  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman fay  of  the  pruSicability  of  the  attempt,  and  how  will  he  re- 
concile his  warm  and  generous  feeling  for  the  unfortunate  with  any 
pradical  policy,  or  juftify  it  by  a  reafonable  chance  of  fuccefs  ?  He 
tells  us  too,  that  the  allies  of  France  are  hollow,  that  they  are  ready 
to  defert  her.  This  argument,  however,  perhaps  will  be  found,  if 
it  proves  any  thing,  to  prove  too  much.  Spain  is  diflfatisfied  with 
her  haughty  ally — 'Holland  is  weary  of  her  bppreflfor !  What; 
however,  has  been  our  own  fortumc  with  our  allies  ?  Have  we 
mtfufcd  our  allies,  have  we  oppreifed,  plundered  or  ihfulted  them  i 
They  too  have  lefV  us.  We  find  that  allies  who  have  been  treated 
with  generoiity,  are  as  little  to  be  relied  upon  as  thofe  who  are  th^ 
vi£tims  of  injuftice.  On  a  fubje£t  like  this,  perhaps,  the  honoura- 
able  gentleman  might  have  dire^ed  us  to  a  fafer  guide  than  even 
his  own  powerful  reafoning.  Experience  has  diftinfily  and  recently 
taught  us  what  we  have  to  exped :  PrufTia,  after  receiving  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  our  money,  deferted  us ; — ^th(i 
Emperor,  after  fo  many  loans  and  advances,  likewife  abandonedlthd 
common  caufe  ; — the  King  of  Sardinia,  after  receiving  two  hundred 
thoufand  pound  for  fcveral  years,'  withdrew  from  the  contcft.  After 
thefe  proofs  of  the  temper  of  our  allies,  had  we  any  reafon,  as 
Statefmen,  to  place  any  more  dependance  on  their'  fidelity  to  a  new 
coalition  ?     Shall  we  defert  our  experiencci  and  cheriQi  the  hope 
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that  new  fenlinnnts  will  afluate  fo  many  power*  by  whom  we  hav 
already  been  deceived  i  The  honourable  genileman  fay*,  howevci 
that  the  faith  of  treaties  with  Trance'  is  not  to  be  irufted.  If  th« 
be  any  thing  in  fuch  an  objeOion,  it  muft  be  an  objection  to  al 
peace  ;  it  reduces  us  again  to  the  ieiium  in/irnecinum.  He  fays  tta 
although  the  ncgociaiion  of  I*aris  or  Lifle  had  concluded  in  a  treaty 
the  expeditiun  to  Egypt  would  nevcrfhelcfs  have  taken  place.  Oi 
this  principle  then  we  are  never  to  make  peace  bccaufc  treaties  ma; 
be  t^oken.  On  this  principle  the  wars  which  have  been  wago 
between  this  country  and  France  muft  have  been  eternal,  becauf 
certainly  we  could  not  be  furc  that  treaties  would  not  be  violated 
Thus  we  arc  again  brought  back  to  the  war  of  extermination,  whid 
I  thought  had  now  been  exploded  on  both  fides  of  the  Houfc.  Bii 
it  fcems,  as  the  phrafe  is,  we  are  to  roufe  Aullria  and  Pruflia  to  fe 
cond  the  magnanimity  of  RufTia,  and  the  vigour  of  the  Porte  on  thi 
occafion.  Is  there  any  man,  however,  who  undcrftands.evtn  thi 
grammar  of  poliiics,  that  can  look  for  any  thing  of  et!icicnt  co-ope 
ration  towards  any  great  objefl  of  general  concernment  to  Europe : 
Who  does  not  know  the  fchemcs  of  aggrandizement  which  Rufft: 
meditatCB  at  the  expence  of  Turkey  ?  Who  did  not  apprehenc 
that  when  a  Ruflian  fleet  was  allowed  to  pafs  ihe  Dardanelles,  thi 
Ottomans  had,  as  it  were,  confented  to  their  own  ddtnittion  ?  O 
the  Ottoman  Poitc,  lamfure,  I  viiih  to  fay  notliir^offenfive,  and  1 
am  fure  my  honourable  friend  behind  me,  in  alluding  to  it,  fpoki 
of  the  Tiitks  with  as  much  gravity  as  any  man  could  difplay  ot 
fuch  a  fubjcift,  I  was  indeed  furpiifed  to  obfcrve  the  tone  of  ridiculi 
which,  in  allusion  to  the  Turks,  pervaded  the  honourable  gentle 
man's  fpeech.  He  alone  confidcred  the  Turkifti  aid  as  matter  fbi 
merriment.  He  told  us  of  their  gowns  and  beards,  and  their  fmok- 
ing  tht^ir  pipes,  and  in  his  defi-nce  cxpofed  them  to  a  ridicule  witt' 
which  they  had  not  been  affailed.  Indeed,  if  I  may  employ  a  vul 
^r  expreflion,  he  fcemcd  to  be  in  a  humour  to  juiz  the  Turks. 
Surely  the  embalTy  of  a  noble  perfon,  who  is  faid  to  be  going  tc 
Conftantinople,  is  not  intended  to  quiz  the  Grand  Scignror.  We 
lave  heard  of  cnnveril-itions  between  Buonaparte  and  the  Imans  and 
Wuftis  of  Egypt  in 'the  Pyramids,  but  furely  we  are  not  to  cxpcfi 
hat  the  noble  perfon  to  whom  I  have  alluded  is  to  perform  uny  fara 
jf  a  {imilar  nature,  or  to  quiz  the  gowns,  turbans,  beards,  and  to- 
53CCO  pipes  of.  ihe  Muifulmcn  ;  circuml^anccs  which  muft  hav< 
truck  the  honourable  gcndeman  as  very  likely  to  produce  divifion. 
3ut  ferioufly,  wiiat  kind  of  vigour  do  we  expert  to  be  difplaycd  bj 
he  Ottoman  Potte  in  this  new  fchcmc  of  coalition  ?  Does  no( 
very  body  know,    thai  however  grave  and  refpcflable  perfonagci 


Dec.  ir.]  DEBATES.  '  207 

the  Turks,  nay  individuals,  be  in  fplte  of  their  gowns  and  beards , 
as  a  nation  the  I'urks  are  the  mofl  inert,  the  moft  ignorant,  the 
mod  fluggifh  people  on  the  face  of  God's  earth  ?  Have  we  not  proofs 
before  our  eyes  of  their  debility  and  impotence  ?  Do  we  not  fee 
that  they  have  been  baffled  and  defeated  by  one  of  their  own  Rebel 
Pachas  ^  How  then  can  men  of  common  obfervation  and  under- 
ftanding  talk  to  us  of  the  importance  of  the  Turkifh  co-operation 
for  any  efficient  attack  upon  the  power  of  France  ?  They  may 
make  a  (hew,  with  a  da(hing  manifefto,  drawn  up  in  the  fiile  and 
fpirit  of  more  leered  Cabinets  and  Statefmcn;  they  may  be 
mighty  civil  with  their  prcfents  of  Pellices  and  Aigrettes,  and  per- 
fedly  refpedable  in  fpite  of  their  gowns  and  beards,  but.  as  impor- 
tant and  efficient  allies  how  can  they  be  conlidered  ?  What  part 
can  they  perform  in  the  great  fchemes  which  are  to  be  attempted 
for  the  deliverance  of  Europe  ? 

In  the  courfe  of  his  fpecch  my  honourable  friend  who  propofed 
this  motion  fuggefted  that  the  plans  for  the  deliverance  of  Europe 
and  foreign  alliance,  would  probably  be  accompanied  with  a  fubfidy. 
The  honourable  gentleman  in  reply,  however,  faid  nothing  to  this 
point)  and  I  am  furprized  that  he  (hould  have  omitted  a  conGderation 
lb  important  tothe  prefentqueftion;  I  hope  (lill  that  we  (hall  to-night 
hear  fomething  fatisfac^ory  on  this  head.  During  the  former  coali- 
tion, when  this  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  fandtion  loans  and  fub(i- 
dies  to  Pruflia  and  Auftria,  we  were  told  that  it  was  impo(nble  for 
thefe  powers  to  go  on  without  pecuniary  aid  from  this  country. 
What  are  we  to  expe^  now  then,  (hould  they  be  roufed  into  adion  ? 
Is  there  a  greater  chance  that  they  will  feel  an  intereft  fo  powerful 
as  to  prompt  them  to  contribute  to  the  deliverance  of  Europe  with- 
out being  (Simulated  by  the  wealth  of  England  ?  I  hope  we  (hall 
know  exactly  to-night  whether  we  (hall  be  called  upon  for  new  fub- 
iidies.  I  am  afraid  indeed  that  continental  connexion  is  too  furely 
the  forerunner  of  foreign  fubiidy.  This  confideration  is  one  of 
ferious  and  weighty  importance.  I  am  not  one  who  is  inclined  to 
defpondence,  nor  do  I  think  this  a  moment  in  which  fuch  a  fenti* 
ment  ought  to  enter  the  mind  of  an  £ngli{hman.  If,  however, 
our  financial  (ituation  is  not  calculated  to  excite  defpondence,  it 
ought,  as  Members  of  Parliament,  to  teach  us  caution.  If,  how* 
ever,  as  there  is  but  too  much  reafon  to  fufped,  thefe  ne\i^  coalitions 
will  call  upon  us  to  remit  vaft  fums  to  our  continental  allies,  we 
ought  to  remember  with  ferioufnefs  the  remonftrances  and  the  ftate- 
ments  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  on  this  fubjedl  at  the  time  tho 
Bank  flopped  payment.  They  then  demonftrated  to  the  right  ho- 
iioumbk  gentleman  the  ruinous  confequences  of  fueh  remittances. 
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If  fubfidies  are  to  be  granted,  to  fend  our  fpecie  abroad  muft  be  the 
neceflary  conCequencet  and  to  what  that  might  lead  it  is  impoflible 
to  fay.  We  have  already  had  the  experience  of  the  danger  which 
it  occafioned.  At  prefent  the  ilTues  of  paper  p^fs  current ;  the 
public  is  habituated  to  it.  The  clamours  and  the  fears  whic^  the 
ftoppage  of  the  Bank  produced  have  again  fub(ided>  and  all  goes 
fmoothly.  If,  however,  a  (imilar  event  (hould  again  occur,  it  i$ 
not  eafy  to  fay  with  what  mifchief  it  may  be  attended.  Former  re- 
medies could  not  again  be  applied,  and  a  fecond  panic  could  not  be 
fo  ealily  allayed.  Things  ^f  this  fort,  i^ndeed,  in  the  prefent  hkv- 
mentous  times,  were  fcarce  confidered  (to  ufe  the  vulgar  faying)  a 
nine- days  wonder.  Things  which  formerly  would  have  furprifed 
and  alarmed',  crowd  on  us  fo  fad  as  to  diminifh  our  fenfe  of  their 
danger  and  their  confequences.  We  have  feen  new  fchemes  of 
finance ;  we  have  feen  the  land  tax  fold  ;  we  now  fee  the  tcDjth  of 
every  man's  property  about  to  be  put  in  requifition.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  faid  a  good  deal  of  the  reciprocity  of  argument, 
which,  on  certain  points,  diftingui(hed  the  gentlemen  on  this  fide  of 
the  Houfe.  In  the  adoption  of  fchemes  which  owe  their  origin  to 
the  French  Revolution,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  displayed 
this  reciprocity  in  an  eminent  degree.  The  financial  operations  of 
the  French  have  ever  been  the  theme  of  declamation  to  gentleipen 
on  the  other  fide,  though  they  are  not  lyiwilling  to  imitate  the  prin- 
ciple of  what  they  difapprove.  I  will  venture  to  afiert  then,  that 
hardly  apy  meafure  of  Roberfpierre  went  beyond  the  operation  of  the 
meafure  of  finance  which  has  lately  been  propofed.  Spies,  under 
the  name  of  ^Surveyors,  are  to  be  employed  in  the  colle^ion  of  the 
revenue.  Men  are  to  be  obliged  to  make  difcoveries  of  their  cir- 
cumfiances,  or  to  be  taxed  by  an  arbitrary  afleflment.  Such  is  die 
fituation  of  our  financial  refources  at  a  moment  when  new  fubfidics 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  demanded.  I  remember  a  curious 
faying  of  a  very  worthy  charader,  Mr.  Serjeant  Hill,  which  i3  very, 
applicable  to  this  fubje£l.  Mr.  Serjeant  Hill  one  day  obferved  in 
converfation,  that  if  he  was  a  Member  of  this  Houfe  he  would 
move,  that  it  (hould  be  a  fianding  order  that  a  pair  of  loaded  pif-> 
tds  (hpuld  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  if  any  man  rofe  to . 
move  that  a  guinea  (hould  be  fent  out  of  the  country,  it  (hould  be 
the  duty  pf  Mr.  Ley  or  Mr.  Dyfon,  direflly  to  (hoot  him  through 
the  head.  Tihe  right  honourable  gentleman,  however,  could  find 
means  of  fending  money  to  the  Emperor  without  the  formality  of  a 
projpofal,  and  would  be  able  to  avoid  the  inconvenicrnce  to  which 
fuch  a  regulation  would  expofc  him.  No  man  in  th^  country,  I 
«ip  fure,  can  feel  m^re  dian  I  do  the  fplcndour  of  Lprd  Nelibp's , 
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vifiory  ;  but  wh3e  this  Uoih  of  triumph  fits  upon  die  face  of  this 
country,  there  is  a  difeafe  upon  its  vitals  which  inuft  excite  fonie 
alarm.  This  is  the  ftate  of  our  finances.  On  this  fubjed  we 
have  the  refult  of  the  laborious  invefiigations  of  a  Committee  in 
cart  loads  of  (latements  whidi  there  feems  no  inclination  to  difculs. 
It  is  a  fubjedy  however,  to  which  our  attention  is  immediately  di- 
rected, when  the  meafures  whicb  are  to  be  adopted  neceflfarily  lead 
to  fubfidies.  At  the  time  when  the  firA  coalition  was  put  in 
motion,  a  famous  report  appeared  in  France  from  St.  Jufiy  which 
was  much  talked  of  in  this  Houfe,  in  which  he  predi<Sed,  as  after- 
wards  happened,  that  the  Members  of  the  confederacy,  having  each 
a  particular  intereft  to  purfue,  would  ioon  defert  the  common  caufe* 
Is  there  then  any  probability  that  a  new  coalition  will  exclude  views 
of  particular  interefts^  or  that  it  will  be  animated  with  a  purer  or 
more  perfeveiing  profecution  of  a  general  obje<^  ?  We  are  tpld' 
that  many  of  tbofe  powers  on  whom  the  fcourge  of  French  tyranny 
has  fallen  are  fo  exhauded,  that  they  have  not  phyfical  refources  left 
to  enable  them  to  throw  oiF  the  yoke  under  which  they  labour* 
What  a  profpedt  does  this  open  to  us — what  unlimited  demand  for 
fubfidies  and  pecuniary  aid  oiF  every  kind  from  this  country  !  Thefe 
deficiencies  mud  be  made  up  by  England,  and  her  exhauded  re- 
fources muft  be  ^Ued  upon  to  fupply  the  means  of  new  continental- 
war,  and  to  tempt  new  coalitions.  The  honourable  gentleman 
made  fome  allufions  to  what  had  been  faid  in  another  place  refpeid* 
ing  the  infular  policy  of  this  country,  and  I  am  fure  the  exprefiions 
which  he  quoted  were  not  in  the  ftile  by  which  the  eminent  Statef- 
map  is  diftinguifhed.  What  the  honourable  gentleman  means  by^ 
a  *^  fnug)  tight,  domeftic  war"  I  cannot  tell  ;  but  I  am  fure  that 
the  principles  laid  down  by  that  perfon  for  the  infular  policy  of  this 
country,  are  the  true  principles  of  our  profperity.  What  other  gen- 
tlemen who  are  now  abfcQt  may  have  faid  refpeding  the  foreign 
politics,  and  foreign  interefis  of  this  country,  I  know  not.  For 
my  own  part,  I  never  have  been  a  party  man  ;  1  have  ever  thought 
that  the  policy  of  this  country  was  to  avoid  continental  connections, 
and  our  mod  eminent  writers  have  recommended  this  policy,  aft 
particularly  appears  from  fome  of  their  works  lately  publifhed. 
Such  was  the  opinion  of  Bolingbroke,  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Lord 
Townlhend,  &c.  Thefe  men  thought  that  the  only  high  ground  on 
which  this  country  could  fiand,  was  to  adhere  to  our  infular  poUc/^ 
and  to  avoid  continental  connexions. 

Sir  JAMES  MURRAY  PULTENEY  faid,  that  after  the 
very  able  fpecch  of  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Can^' 
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ning),  he  fhould  not  detain  rhc  Houfc  with  many  remarks.  Thcr 
was  one  point,  however,  which,  in  the  great  variety  of  argumcn 
which  the  fubjcft  involved,  feemcd  to  have  efc.iped  him.  He  al 
tuded  to  what  had  been  faid  refpcdling  our  fucccfTes  in  the  courfc  a 
thelafl  year.  It  could  nnt  be  fald  (hat  during  this  period  wc  wcr 
quite  deftitute  of  allies.  It  was  well  known  that  the  firuation  <i 
the  Continent  was  fuch  as  to  oblige  the  French  to  make  great  pre 
puations  both  on  the  Rhine  and  in  Italy,  which  might  be  conii 
dered  in  fome  meafure  equal  lo  a  campaign.  This  circumOanc 
muft  have  operated  greatly  in  favour  of  this  country.  He  was  nc 
quite  fure  if  Europe  had  been  perfc<£lly  trinquil,  and  France  ha< 
feen  all  the  Continent  at  her  feet,  if  the  enemy  had  kept  up  a  gru 
force  on  their  cual^s,  and  expended  the  fums  they  have  fpent  in  mili 
tary  preparations  by  land,  upon  their  marine,  perhaps  it  might  hav 
been  more  dilKcult  and  dangerous  to  detach  fo  large  a  (fiYiGon  of  ou 
navy  to  the  Mediterranean,  by  which  the  fplcndid  vidoTy  of  Lor 
Nelfon  was  achieved.  Of  that  viflory  no  Englishman  could  b 
iitfenfiblc  of  the  value,  and  it  was  needlefs  now  to  infin  upon  ii 
No  man  had  felt  more  anxioufly  the  fufpence  which  we  underwer 
during  the  crui-K  of  that  fleet,  or  rejoiced  more  finccrcly  in  the  re 
full  of  the  engagement.  With  rcfpcfl  to  the  deliverance  of  Eu 
rope,  it  was  an  expredion  to  which  dilFerent  meanings  might  be  al 
tachcd.  For  his  part  he  underllood  it  not  as  a  philanthropil 
merely,  but  as  it  was  connc£)ed  with  our  fafety,  and  as  it  might  b 
con(idered  as  a  Brtti{h  caufe. 

Mr.  DICKENSON,  Jun.  faid,  that  though  he  diflrered  fror 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  refpcfling  the  ex 
pediency,  he  by  no  means  imputed  to  him  any  improper  motives  o 
party  views.  It  was  the  common  prafliceof  thofc,  however,  wh 
oppofvd  the  war,  to  dwdl  upon  the  expcncc  with  which  it  was  at 
tended.  This  was  an  obju-dtion  applicable  to  all  wars  that  had  eve 
been  fiiwc  the  world  began.  When  eiigaged  in  war  it  was  nccefibr 
that  it  (liould  be  fupportcd.  He  differed  from  tliofc  who  thougli 
thit  the  motion  wjs  an  encroachment  on  ihe  King's  prerogativt 
He  confidtrc<l  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  lie  a  place  where  the 
could  cunverfe  with  His  M-ijefly  and  his  Minifters.  The  motio 
would  be  attended  with  many  mifchievousconfcquchces,  none  of  th 
leaO  of  which  was,  that  to  ihofe  abroad  who  were  iwt  acquainte 
with  the  nature  of  our  Conditution,  it  might  appear  to  be  a  {iroc 
of  a  ditTercnt  inttreft  between  the  King  and  the  Parliament,  an 
that  his  Miijefty  was  not  free  to  regulate  all  matters  of  peace  an 
war,  a  fuppolition  peHe£lIy  unfounded.  It  no  doubt  would  tend  like 
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wife  to  damp  the  fpirit  of  Europe,  and  to  deprive  thofe  nvho  ftrug- 
gled  under  the  tyranny  of  France,  of  the  hopes  of  fuccefs  and  aflift- 
tnce,  while  it  would  remove  the  apprehenlions  the  enemy  entertained 
of  being  aflfailed  by  a  new  coalition.      It  appeared  to  him  that  there 
was  a  great  difference  between  the  (ituatioh  of  Francd  now,  and  the 
fituation  of  France  at  the  beginning  of  the  laiV  coalition,  a  difference 
which  mud  operate  greatly  on  the  people  in  every  country  of  Eu- 
rope.    At  firft  the  FrencB  began  with  declarations  againft  other 
Governments  and  againft  religion.     Now  they  had  afled  upon  what 
they  had  announced,  and  proved  to  all  Europe  that  their  condud  had 
been  more  mifchievous  than   their   declarations   had   threatened. 
Their  trade  and  commerce  was  deftroyed,  their  navy  was  annihi- 
lated, their  refources  were  almoft  exhaufted  ;  they  had  no  longer  the 
pieans  of  plunder  they  had  formerly  pofTcfTed — they  had  no  longer 
the  eftates  of  the  nobles  and  the  clergy — they  had  no  longer  the 
oonfifcated  property  of  thofe  they  murdered  !     He  contended  there- 
fore, that  in  every  point  of  view  the  chance  of  checking  their  power 
was  now  more  favourable  than  it  had  ever  been  ;  and  on  thcfe 
grounds  he  difapproved  of  the  motion.     He  (hould  not,  however, 
detain  the  Houfe  longer  in  (bating  arguments  which  already  had  been 
fo  ably  enforfed. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  and  Mr.  CANNING  faid  each  a  few  words 
in  explanation  ;  after  which  the  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
divifion. 
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A  RETURN  of  the  GENERAL  and  STAFF  OFFICER: 
now  fcrving  within  Gnat  Britain :  dirtinguifliing  the  Ranks  c 
the  diflTercnt  Officers;  fpeeifying  the  Divifiom  of  the  Kingdor 
where  they  are  now  fcrving  i  and  (hewing  the  Amount  of  Pa 
received  hj  each  Officer. 
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DEBATES. 
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A  LIST  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  BRITISH  MANUFAC- 
TURKS  exported  from  England  in  the  Quarter  ending  the 
loth  of  Oaober  1798  :  with  the  RATE  PER  CENTUM 
which  the  declared  Value  by  the  Exporters  exceeds,  or  is  lefs 
than  the  Rates  or  Eftimates  by  which  the  fame  Goods  are  valued 
in  the  Books  of  the  Infpedor  General  of  the  Cuftoms. 


Apothecary  ware 

Beer  -        - 

fiooks,  printed  -        -     s  - 

Brafs,  wrought    .        «        - 

Candles,  tallow  •  -  - 

Chariots     -        -  -  - 

Coaches    -        -  -  • 
Copper,  wronghc 

■  unwronglift    - 
Cordage    -        -        -        - 
Coarie  glaf^  and*  eartbem  ware 

Glafs  for  windows 

■  white  flint  - 
Gunpowder         .        .        - 

Haberdaihery 

Hats,  beaver  ... 

felt  -  .        .        . 

Horfis      -  -        .        . 

Iron,  wrought    .        •        • 

Lead         .        •        .        . 
Leather,  tanned  •      — 

■  wtought 
Linen,  pbun  for  bounty 


RATE  per  CcntumplATEpcrCcn. 
which  the  declared  turn  which  the 
value  exceeds  the  official  value 
official  val^e.  exceeds  the  de«' 

clared  value* 


Rate  per  Cent. 

333  o  o 


106 

447 
158 

5« 

158 

>9 

i»4*9 
61 

334 


116 
Z08 


o 
o 
o 

I 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
6 
o 
o 
o 


207  o  o 

436  o  o 

106  o  o 

i,«47  o  p 


o  o 
o  o 


J03  o  o 

S3  o  P 

a83  o  o 

60  o  o 


Rate  per  Cent* 


10  o  o 


13  o  • 


PARLIAMENTARY 


fCoUHOKS. 


RATE  per  Centum 
which  the  dechred 
valae  exceeds  the 
official  value. 


VixrilcDgoodt 


RATEperCen- 

Hm  which  the 
official  value 
exceeds  the  de- 
clared value. 


Rate  pK  Cent. 


THOMAS  IRVING, 

Inrpe^t  General  of  the  Inipom  ud 

Exports  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 


iThe  Infpcflor  Geaeral  (hinktit  necefTaty  to  annex  the  following  expla- 
atory  note  of  the  mode  by  which  the  above  Ratct  pet  CeniDio  an  ob- 

The  qnaniitiei  exported  to  every  part  of  the  world,  with  the  declticd 
aloes  Ijy  the  mcrcfaants  exporten,  are  extrafted  from  the  bills  c£  entry, 
nd  upte  the  lame  quantities  the  valuci  are  catl  agreeably  to  the  irrcient 
Rta,  by  which  the  manufaAnres  of  thii  kingdom  exported  have  been  efti- 
lated  in  the  hookt  of  the  Inrpeftor  General  for  upwards  of  a  centnry 
ott ;  from  whence  it  vrill  apptar  in  what  proportion  the  value,  at  now 
:ated  by  the  declaratioh  of  the  exporter,  differs  from  the  cftimalcd  value 
n  which  the  accounts  have  been  heretofore  afcertained. 

By  thus  extracting  the  entries  of  the  qaantltj  and  dectated  ralne  ex- 
orted  to  everr  country,  the  true  average  value  is  afcertained,  particutarty 
<n  thofe  anicKS  which,  tboogh  claQed  under  one  general  bead,  vary  ma- 
erially  in  the  conftltuent  parts  in  quality  and  price,  foch  at  in  wrought 
ton,  from  ihe-fineft  article  of  polifhed  Heel  to  the  plooghQtai^  Ice. 

lofpeftoT-Gcneral's  Office,  Cuftom  Houfe. 
London,  December  3, 179S, 


isxxtes. 


a^^ 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Valiic  of  the  FOREIGN  MERCHAN- 
DIZE  exported  from  England  in  the  Three  Quarters  ending 
the  lothof  Oftober  1797  and  the  loth  ^(  Odob^r  179$  : 
diftingiiilhing  each  Article 'and  each  Period. 


A(h9>  pead        -*-         * 

"f      '  '  ■  pot  — -      '  » 

Barilla  

Bead$«  Mother  o'  Pearl    ^ 
Brin^ne  -« 

Bugk,  great         ^ 
Canes,  walking    »-r        " 
China  ware  -^        - 

Conii  wheat         —      .  - 
Drugs,  Almonds^  bitter 

■  -^  Borax*  refined 

*  ■     ■'  unrefined 

■  Carophire,  refined 

■  Caffia/fiftuia 

Lignea 


Caftoreum 
Cortex,  Peru 
Ginfang 


■  ■  Gum,  Senegal 
■■■     I      Rhubarb 
>■    I  ■     Saccarum  Satomi 

'  Succus  Liquoritiae 

Dry  Stuffs,  Annotto 

■  Cochineal 

.^ Fqftic         — 

m Indigo         — 

■  —  Logwood 
— — —  Madder         - 
— —  Mahogany 

■  —  Nicoragua 

Red  Wood 

— — — —  Saffron        — 
Shellack 


Elephants'  teeth     -        — 
JPi(h,  cod  —  ^  — 

ftock 

Flax,  rough 


Three  Quarters, 
ending  io|h  Odober 

»797- 


/. 

o 
10 

4 
8 

6 


4.3  7« 

'»457 
2,590 

8,606  17 
^06    o 

3*528  3 

38,373  10 

1,222  6 

8,866  II 

8,772  II 

2,465  6 

9' 
3.070 

7t578 
4.313 

1,552    o 

48,611 

1*169 

60 

1,961 

43*819 
18,324  II 

3M17    9 
2f33^ 
4,091 
3,016 

5*^54 

474  « 

4*457  n 
5,926 

20,518 

38 
^»J97 


»3 
i6 

7 
I 


ti 

o 

4 
7 
3 


"7 
10 

16 
7 


4 
o 

18 
o 


o 

I 
o 

o 

7 
o 

o 

10 
o 

4 
o 

6 

e 
I 

o 
6 

3 
o 

o 

3 
o 

o 

II 

9 

z 

4 
C 

10 

o 

o 

4 

o 

6 

3 
o 

9 

o 


Three  Quarten,' 

ending  lOtK  OAober 

1798. 


10,896  17 

17,677  12 

3*650  s 

^575  S 

2,750  10 

4,664  19 

348  o 

1*53^  4 

16,779  10 

305  4 

3,271  16 

3*3^7  o 


493 


I 


2,226 

1,808     2 

2,482     7 
904  16 

i»i29    4 

18,643  ^5 

105  12 

2,454  10 

5,906  10  10 

2,859 
12,039 


if. 
8 

9 

6 

8 
o 
6 
p 
I 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
6 
o 
o 
o 
6 
o 
o 
o 


.1 

^47.965  13 

r6,28i  10 

3.39»    o 

3*449     » 
2,835     i 

1,97^    • 


4 

2 

8 
o 
6 

u 

9 

o 


238  14  10 


***> 


1,22 

4*369 

20,043 

45 
5*54« 


2  10 
15    8 
o    p 

9 

1 


3 
18 


Vol.  VII. 


ili 


MKtIAMENTAKY 


Hats,  chip        —  — 

Hemp,  lODgh  ^— 

Hidet,  Iphan  ••— 

Ox  or  Cow  — 

Iron,  bar       —  —— 

linen,    CanvH,  fpnic« 

—  Gmnaay,  narrow 

■            Irifl),  no  bounty 
6d.to  i8*^ 


■  —  M  Tiluc 

— —  Lawni,    not    Hbl- 
Uhd,  W*.     — 

Rnffia,  broad,  ab.  iii 

ab.j.l 

ab,  36 

Oi],  oidinarv        —       — 

fallad         —        

Piece  Goodil  r;.„;,_, 
of  India,    /  ^^J^o* 
-  — — 1.»  Mufliiu 
■  Nankeens 

—  '■    ■  Frohibiied 

FrovifioQ*,  beef  —  — 
T-  buittt  — 

■  pork     -        — 

Salt-petr  —  — 

Seedi,  linfeed  —  — 
Silk,  Ben^l  raw  -  — 
'  China  raw  —  — 
-;  —  Italian  raw  -  -i- 
— -■      ■  —  thrown        — 


TklcQaumt, 
tading  louO^tober 

ThneQurten, 
cadiog  loihOftobei 

"79)- 

1798. 

/.-     ..     A 

iC- 

/.   y. 

4.404  IS    0 

«4.3o5 

,8    9 

34.7'3    0    « 

'     5 

»,9-!.««4    «    5 

4.313.459 

7    » 

Hit    J     6 
J,.87  IS     s 

34.»<'7 

10    0 

".530 

0    7 

14.019    1    0 

•8.764 

10    4 

1.090    1    6 
1.167  IS    4 

10,550  14    0 

4.111 

S  10 

M8.«.i     4    ♦ 

171.144 

0    4 

IJ.OJ4  13    « 

9,808 

iS    6 

100     e  10 
44.807    8   9 

1.860 

9    3 

47.064 

11     1 

1S81  16    0 

40J 

6    0 

941*84  lo    4 

I.01Q.781 

7    9 

1IS.341     7  "O 

313.69; 

■4    9 

1.710  19     1 

4,408 

5    5 

»7S     8    4 

3.007  10    0 

17,165 

1    0 

48.591     7    0 

■6.8,7 

8    0 

30,047    8    0 

7.9»9 

!    ' 

4«.,j8  18    0 

3".539 

'3    « 

1.475     ■  '» 

3.339 

•9     5 

18,980  17    4 

4'.649 

9  to 

10,051     7     1 
118,947     6     9 

7'«8, 

14    0 

I68fli8 

■  4     6 

573     3     ' 

'.'94 

17     0 

8,110    0    0 

3S.73S 

0    0 

1.6    0    0 

865 

8    0 

10,314  19    s 

7.796 

5    ■> 

■,899     ■     ♦ 

1.031 

0    0 

15,103  10    0 

30.706 

■.'♦3     7     5 

1.085 

■I    I 

789     7     0 

■•543 

'."93.079    7  '0 

977.317 

10         I 

S4i,6j8  11     8 

184.307 

>         ^ 

18,313  19    5 

■<'.757 

'     3 

516.041  19     3 

S«7.4»9 

10    3 

11.171  11     4 

I4.<i!9 

>     4 

10.857  .9    7 

34.049 

3     » 

17,903     4    0 

41.469 

'7-    4 

11,033  '5     7 

'6.735 

9    4 

1,711     7    0 
15,(146  11    0 

340 

19    0 

'1.536 

It     0 

1,100  18    0 

'.991 

11     0 

—       — 

I.IIO 

8    0 

11,917    0    0 

S4.'3S 

0    • 

DEBATES, 


aa7 


Skins.  Bfar,  black 

Beaver     — 

»— ^  Deer  in  hair 
r  Martin    — 

■  Mink        - 

■  .Otter 
.i—  Raccoon 

Wolf       — 

Spirits,  Brandy    — 
I    ■■        Geneva     - 

■  Rum 
Sted,  Long        — 

Tallow        

Tar         —         —  * 
Tobacco  — 

«  mannbdtorpd 

Turpentine  — 

Wine,  French 

Madeira     • 

,  Port        — 

— Rhenifli  — 

. Spanilh    •— 

Wood  Staves        — 
Wool,  Cotton 
.  Spani(h 

Yarn.  Mohair 
Other  articles   • 


TOTAL 


Three  Quarten, 
ending  lotli  October 

Three  Quarters^; 
ending  lothOdtobef 

^797- 

1798. 

/. 

#: 

^. 

£.     s.    i. 

6,647 

0 

0 

a,o34  18    0 

6,290 

18 

P 

3,130  14    6 

31.665 
5,926 

3 

0 

14,182  16    0 

i 

10 

6,847    0    0 

a»685 

13 

0 

2,697    0    0 

8,623 

16 

0 

6,385    0    0 

M37 

»7 

4 

3,052     2    0 

3»394 

4 

0 

Z>^iS    4    0 

5,289 

0 

0 

19,483  10    P 
8,034    0    0 

5*469  15 

0 

xo6,o66 

4 

0 

46,698    0.0 

48 

10 

0 

250    12      4 

759 

5 

I 

3,750  10    0 

3»663 

16 

a,3"4    0    0 

290,017 

0 

9 

164*982    4    6  . 

a  1,7  20 

I 

0 

12,625    0    0 

loa 

»3 

7 

147  11     4 

4«»337 

H 

10 

98,563     2     6 

2,084 

IS 

2 

1*504    5    • 

>9i9^3 

6 

7 

ao.779  «3    4 

87a 

7 

X 

1,226  11     4 

1             ^     ■ 

5»«'9 

0 

6 

10,092  x6    0 

6,481 

17 

10 

8,148  XI     0 

16.146 

18 

> 

16,317    .5    4 

i,3S8 

6 

0 

6,403  14    0 

13,831 

12 

0 

1,471  12    0 

98,468 

2 

8 

152,332  10    6 

8»654.o93 

»5 

9 

9*692,094    12      8 

InfpcAor-Gencrars  .Office, 
Cuftom  Houfe,  LondoUi 
December  3d>  1798* 


THOMAS  IRVING. 
InfpeAor  General  of  the  Imports  and 
Exports  of  Great  Briuini  &c. 
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ii  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

Wedntjday,  Dutmter  i  2. 

The  Hcmfe  rcfolved  itfelf  intoa  Committee  on  die  bill  forcom- 
fitfini;,  for  i»  time  to  be  limited,  an  aS  paffcd  l«ft  rdTion  for  en»- 
Ing  His  Msjefty  (o  accept  of  the  voluntary  pficrt  of  the  EngliDi 
lililia  regiments  to  extend  their  ferviccs  to  Irtland. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  only  to  remtrit  to  the  Com- 
littcc,  that  the  time  ro  which  he  wiflrcd  to  limit  the  oprrarion  o: 
le  bill  W3S  toorte  mdnth  after  the  commenceftieht  of  the  oex 
flion.  He  had  alfo  a  claufc  to  propofe,  which  would  fuffidentlj 
iira^lcrtzc  the  I^irit  of  thca£t,  and  the  objeA  of  this  claufe  was 
(at  i\o  pcrfons  (hould  be  called  upon  to  fervc,  but  fuch  Si  hat 
'ready  tAadc  a  voluntary  offtr  of  their  ferviccs,  or  who  mi^t  here- 
fier  voluntarily  engage  in  fuch  fcrvicc. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  feid^  he  ]aft  year  h«i  oppofcd  this  WU 
ecailfe  he  thought  it  unconftitutfonal ;  cventiow  he  wHhcdttlobi 
nderdood,  that  he  did  not  confeni  to  It.  He  took  this  opportuniti 
f  faying,  however,  that  the  condu<^  of  the  noble  MarqtHs,  who  nov 
^efided  ovfl-  the  affairs  of  ireland,  had  his  -perfeft  concwrence 
e  now  faw  the  affairs  of  Ireland  in  4  better  (ituation  than  the; 
ad  been  for  n^any  years.  He  both  faw  and  felt  this  to  b 
lie  qafc. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftjd,  that  «  it  had  frc^ciflljf  been  thi 
raflice  with  gentlemen  ftho  laft  year  rcprobalcd  the ^ftem  purTuei 
1  Ireland,  he  wilhed  to  fay  a  few  words  againfl  the  concluGoi 
riiidi  this  language  was  intended  to  infer.  He  was  perfedll; 
ware  of  the  merit  of  the  nohle  Marquis  now  ac  the  head  of  affair 
n  Ireland  in  every  fituation  he  had  filled :  at  the  fame  time,  h 
vulS  not  blind  to  the  merits  of  others.  This  much  he  was  read; 
0  fay,  that  to  the  firmnefs*'  the  tnoderation,  the  wifdom,  and  thi 
igour  of  the  noble  Lffrd  who  preceded  the  noble  Marquis,  was  i 
iwing  that  the  latter  had  an  opportunity  lo  purfue  at  all  any  mca 
urcs  for  the  fafcty  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  hoped  nothing  that  had  dropped  fron 
lim  Ihould  in  the  lead  be  conllrued  into  any  thing  like  blame  01 
he  conduct  of  the  noble  Earl  who  preceded  the  noble  Marquis 
^c  had  the  honour  of  fome  perfonat  acquaintance  with  that  nobli 
larl,  and  it  was  impotTible  for  ^ny  words  he  could  make  ufe  of,  ti 
lo  juflice  to  the  candour,  the  mildnefs,  the  moderation,  and  gene 
oGty  of  that  worthy  Noblemtln  (  ifaoth  to  his  private  and  public  vir 
acs,  he  was  always  ready  to  pay  a  due  tribute  of  applaufe. 


D«c.  13-]  DEBATES.  2*9 

Mr.  JONES  had,  on  a  former  OQcaHt>n»  voted  for  tht  bill  as  a* 
incafure  of  State  necrffity,  though,^  in  a  conftiturional  point  of  view, 
he  neither  then,  nor  could  he  now,  approve  of  it.  In  his  opinion, 
Ireland  was  tinder  great  obligations  to  the  Minifters  of  the  country, 
and  he  hop^  they  would  purfue  every  fiiir  means  of  reftoring  fafcty 
and  tranquilliry  to  that  diOraAcfd  country. 

Mr.  ELLISON  faid,  he  would  vote  for  this  bill,  and  for  every 
fuch  bill  which  Mmiftcrs  would  introduce  for  extinguifhing  any 
thing  like  Rebellion,  or  averting  the  dangers  to  which  it  might  ex- 
pofe  us  :  for  their  conduA,  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  they  had  his 
mod  heartfelt  gratitude,  as  they  ought  to  have  that  of  every  well- 
wifher  to  the  fafcty  and  profperity  of  the  Brictfli  empire,  and  he 
tru(ted  they  would  not  relax  in  their  vigilance  and  adtivity  as  long 
as  there  remained  in  Ireland  a  fingle  Rebel  in  arms. 

The  claufe  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 


T/jurfdajf  Ihcmhr  13. 

Mr.  ChanocBor  PITT  moved  tht  order  of  the  day  for  the 
Hoqfe  10  tdieAveMelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoofe  on 
the  bin  to  dlffsr,  amend,  «nd  efilaige  the  jprovifions  of  the  Land-tax 
Sale  Bill. 

The  ^itrtAtDn  betf)g  pttly  thoit  ibe  Speaker  do  mow  leave  the  diair, 
Mr.  JONES  f«W,  it^ws  of  very  little  life  for  fo  hclplefs  an  in- 
dhri<Mal  11^  taimfctf  to  fay  any  thing  upon  this  bill,  after  the  marked, 
manifeft^  avid  avowed  iwMMffirence  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
«!he^«)- Wf^«d6  eveiy  «hing  that  wate  faid  againd  the  meafore.  TMs 
bill  was  dffd  no  be  a  meafiireto  pMt  effisA  fo  the  'former^ill ;  and 
lb,  iMdMd,<he  pi«ftmbhe  indicated.  He  could  ndt  oppofe  any  modi- 
fication ^f  tfie  former  bxA,  after  all  (haft  had  been  faid  upon  it.  Jf  ft 
ftouM  uppeat  from  one  comer  cf  this^idomry  to  the  other,  that  this 
bill  #as  a  good  Mty  tMMvwer  vfolont  he  had  been  againft  it,  (and 
agHiiM  ?t  9ie  "Was  f«oni  princiifle,}  he  fliouid  be  glad  to  hear  it. 
He^iad  it9M  iipcm  rMs  meafore  from  bis  own  judgement.  If  he 
in^s  wiong,  -he  AoiarM  liave  Adbody  to  blame  ;  if  right,  nobody  to 
^praHc  for  it.  However,  he  retained  his  opinion  upon  one  part  of 
the  Ml,  ^rtd  *w  had  no  idea  that  any  thing  could  ever  change  it  ; 
that  was,  that  the  bill  was  an  uiiconWtutional  meafure.  Good,  or 
^d,«inanj'  orlitfr  tefpe^,  it  was  a  violence  to  the  Conftitution  ot 
tnglahd.  Ht  'believed  he  was  "borne  out  in  fliat  affertion  by  the 
^ft  authority  ;  he  meant  De  Lolmc,  on  <he  Conftitution  of  Eng- 
land ;  viho  'ftated,  fliat  the  tortd  tax,  if 'made  perpetual,  might  be 
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applied  to  the  payment  of  a  Handing  arnijr-  He  Ibbuld  fay  no 
more,  but  leave  (he  bill  ta  the  country,  to  conlider  whctheiit  was 
good  or  bad- 
Mr.  Speaker  then  left  the  chair ;  and  after  various  daiifcs 
were  ofFered  by  the  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer,  and  adopted  by 
the  Comtniitec,  who  went  through  the  bill,  the  Houfe  being  rc- 
fumcd,  the  report  was  received,  immediately  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  ukcn  into  farther  conltdcration  on  Monday  next. 


Friday,  December  14. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  bill  for  repealing  the  Aflcffcd  Taxes,  and  impofing  in  their 
Head  a  general  tax  on  income.  On  the  queftion  that  the  report  be 
taken  into  farther  confideration, 

Sir  JOHN   SINCLAIR  fpoke  to  the  following  efiWt : 

I  ariTe,  Sir,  to  oppofc  the  motion  made  by  the  right  honouraUc 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Pitt),  for  taking  into  our  farther  confideration  the 
bill  which  he  has  propofed,  from  the  full  conviction,  that  the  prc- 
fent  is  To  exceptionable  a  meafurCt  that  it  is  impt^ble,  by  the  ef- 
forts of  any  Committee  whatever,  to  make  it  entitled  to  tfie  appro- 
bation of  the  Houfe ;  and  I  am  induced  thus  early  to  take  the 
liberty  of  addrelTing  myfetf  to  you,  becatdie  I  think  that  it  is  a  duty 
pceuliarly  incumbent  upon  thofe,  who  havediredcd  iheir  attention 
totinanciil  inquiries,  to  prevent,  by  every  pcrflible  exertion,  the  paf- 
fing  of  fuch  a  bill  into  a  law.  I  fhall  endeavour,  however,  with  as 
much  brevity  as  the  importance  of  the  ({ueftion  will  admit  of,  to 
explain  .i^at  has  occurred  to  me  on  this  interefting  fubjcfi. 

The  Houfe  is  fully  aware,  that  for  raiting  thofe  extraoidinatT 
fuf^lies  which  are  necefliiry  to  dchray  the  cxpenccs  d  war,  one, 
of  four  meafurcs,  has  been  ufually  adopted.  In  fotne  countries,  a 
treafure  has  been  accumulated  for  that  purpofe  in  time  of  peace ;  in 
others,  the  necclIiaTy  fupplies  have  liccn  rai&d  within  the  year.  Ac- 
cording to  S|  third  plan,  the  fums  n-anted  have  been  levied  \tj  com- 
pullivc  loans,  of  which  there  was  btely  an  inftance  under  the  direc- 
torial tyranny  of  France.  The  laft  plan,  is  that  of  railing  money 
by.  means  of  voluntary  loans,  or  through  the  medium  of  wliat  is 
:alled  ikt  fuiiding  Jyjiem' \  a  mode  of  railing  money  which  fomc  gen- 
tlemen are  inclined  to  reprobate,  becaufe  they  only  contemplate  its 
jefc£[»,  but  which  I  have  ever  conliderc^  as  the  climax  of  financial 
nvention,  the  grcatcll  of  all  political  dircoverict,  the  meft  valuable 
nine  that  ever  a  nation  wa*  poJieired  of,  and,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
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the  fource  of  the  ftrength,  the  prbfperityy  and  the  happine&  of  this 
country.  Indeed,  Sir,  (without  tiring  the  Houfe  by  a  ftatement  of 
the  variety  of  arguments  that  oiight  be  urged  in  its  favour,  with 
which  I  am  perfuaded  that  every  individual  who  now  hears  me, 
muft  be  already  familiarly  acquainted),  it  may  be  fuf£cicnt  to  re- 
mark, that  if  we  had  attempted  to  carry  on  our  wars  on  any  other 
plan,  in  confcquence  of  the  inability  of  the  fubjeS  to  bear  the  pref- 
fure  of  additional  taxes,  either  thofe  wars  muft  have  been  in  the 
higheftvdegree  unfuccefeful,  from  the  want  of  funds  to  carry  them 
«n,  or  the  people  would  have  been  driven,  by  oppreffion  and  dcf- 
pair,  into  a  ftate  of  infurredlion  ;  nor  could  we  have  preferved,  as 
we  have  hitherto  been  fortunately  enabled  to  do,  amidft  all  the  ca- 
lamities of  war,  that  bed  fource  of  public  profperity,  the  means  of 
induftry  and  of  re-produ£lion. 

But,  we  are  told,  that  we  have  funded  too  much  already  ;  that 
the  price  of  flocks  19  low  ;  that  money  cannot  be  borrowed  in  laige 
fums,  except  on  very  difadvantageous  terms  ;  that  we  ought  to  huf* 
band  the  &nding  fyftem  ;  that  we  muft  pay  a  falvagefor  the  protect 
tion  of  our  property  ;  and,  above  all,  that  we  are  now  under  the 
neceflity  of  rcforting  to  a  new  financial  eicpedient,  namely,  that  of 
borrowing  a  part,  and  of  ralfing  the  remainder  of  the  extraordinary 
fupplies  by  taxes  within  the  year. 

There  can  hardly  be,  in  my  opinion,  a  more  erroneous  idea.  If' 
the  funding  fydem  is  at  all  to  be  abandoned,  inflead  of  purfuing  this 
miferable  expedient,  the  refult  of  irrefolution  and  timidity,  we  ought 
manfully  to  refolye  to  raife,  not  the  half,  but  the  whc^  fupplies 
within  Uie  yeai'.  By  following  the  plan  that  is  propofed,  we  (hall 
neither  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the  one  fyflem,  nor  of  the  other, 
whilft  we  muft  feel  the  difadvantages  of  both. 

If  all  the  taxes  were  raifed  within  the  year,  the  money  of  the 
kingdom  would  not  be  colleded  in  the  metropolis,  for  the  purpofes 
of  a  loan ;  fo  that  there  would  be  a  greater  quantity  of  wealth  in  ^ 
country,  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  extraordinary  taxes  to  be 
impofed ;  whereas,  if  we  have  both  a  loan  in  London^  and'extra- 
ordinary  contributions  in  the  country,  it  is  abfurd  to  imagine,  shat 
the  eiiculating  wealth  of  the  nation  will  be  equally  divider;  hence, 
there  muft  be  richer  a  deficiency  of  money  in  the  countr)s  id  pay  the 
taxes,  or  a  want  of  money  in  the  capital,  to  fumiJfh  the  loan. 

It  is  next  contended,  that  the  new  fyftem  has  already  ^nfwercd 
in  pfa£Kce ;  and  to  it,  we  are  told,  ought  to  be  attribut^d,^  the  pre- 
fent  Houriftiin^  ftate  of  our  public  credit,  and  what  is  called  the 
high  price  of  rtocks.     There  never  were  more  groundlefs  allenions;. 

Durif^  the  Amerioin  war,  the  loweft  price  that  the  funds  ever 
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■hed,  was  in  February  1782,  when  the  3  ptreenft.  were  nevor 
er  (han  5  34-,  though  no  anificUl  means  were  made  ufe  of  to  buoy 
n  up  by  means  of  weekly  purchares.  When  the  ba^n  forth* 
1  was  concluded  in  April  la(^,  the  3  ftr  cent,  conlbli  were  above 
;  they  are  now  at  54.     Is  it  pofTible  tofuppofe,  therefore,  that 

plan  has.  at  all  materially  contributed  to  incrofe  the  price  of 
ks :  the  ditference  is  6  ferttnt.  Can  no  other  caufe  be  alTigned 
that  rife,  but  the  fucafure  now  under  contemplation  P  Is  nothing, 
inftance,  to  be  attributed  to  the  lind-^x  redemption  bill,  which. 
;ii  informed,  has  partially  fuccecded  in  particular  dinrifls,  and 
beneficial  confcquences  of  which  we  hea»  lb  mudi  of  on  other 
ifions }  nothing  to  the  atloniOiing  incresfe  of  out  commercial 
1th,  and  the  improvement  aS  our  agricultural  refourcca ;  aod 
ling  to  our  naval  viflorics  i  to  which,  indeed,  more  than  to  tha 
ncial  meafuTcs  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Pitt], 
prefent  profperous  fituation  ought  to  t>e  afcribcd.  In  flnrt, 
r  caufes  arc  ifligned  for  this  rife  of  6  ^r  cent,  as  fuits  befl  the 
venience  of  the  Minider.  Let  us  give  each  of  them  2  fair  pro- 
tion,  namely,  i  ^  per  cent.     Let  us  fuppofc  [hat  we  have  occalion 

twenty-five  millions  this  year,  and  that  we  borrow  thewhtdc, 
cad  of  raiting  a  part  on  the  new  principle,  within  the  year,  the 
ercnce,  at  the  rate  of  i^pir  cent.,  is  but  375000L  andibr  that 
ry  and  miferabic  fum,  the  whole  nation  is  to  be  fubje^led  to  the 
vous  opprefTion  of  this  intolerable  mcafurc 
\xt  us  admit,  however,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  that  it  is  wife 

politic  (o  raife  a  part  of  the  fupplics  within  tiic  year,  and  that 
as  been  fouod  beneficial  in  practice  ;  it  next  becomes  a  matter 
[ueflion,  whether  the  alTclled-tax  bill  of  latl  year,  is  not  as  fair  a 
le  of  raifing  that  contribution,  as  the  new  fyflcm  dtat  is  fug- 
cd  ?     And  after  all  the  arguments  ufed  in  favour  of  that-  bill, 

the  Hrong  language  in  which  it  was  fupported  in  both  Houfes, 

a  circumftancc  hardly  to  be  credited,  that  it  Ibould  now  be  pro- 
id  to  repeal  that  plan,  and  to  fubtlitutc  another  in  ie  ftead.  If 
Members  of  this  Houfe  in  particular,  were  to  recoiled  the  many 
ng  declarations  which  were  made  in  its  favour,  from  authorities 
'  are,  in  general,  accuftomed  to  liften  to  with  peculiar  attention 

rcfpcS)  they  would  probably  hcfitate,  in  regard  to  the  adoptifHi 
1  new  fyAem,  for  raifing  any  part  of  the  fu[^lies  within  the 

Indeed  die  queRton  is,  whether  it  is  i»t  better  to  have  fome  cri- 
in,  than  none  at  all  \  By  having  a  criterion,  you  (land  foine 
Ke  of  preventing  evafiun,  and,  above  all,  you  rcndcf  a  harfh 
lifitOTiai  difclofure  of  prc^rty  unneceflary :    but  if  you  have 
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none,  unlefs  the  moft  qspreffive  and  tyrannical  fyftem  is  purfued,  the 
whole  income  you  can  cxpcA  to  derive  from  the  meafure,  will  de- 
pend on  the  voluntary  feal,  andy^unfortunately,  the  lax  morality^  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people^  who  have  already  (howh,  what  may 
be  expeded  from  them,  when  you  appeal  to  their  confciences  on  the 
fubjedt  of  taxation. 

But  if  a  new  plan  muft  be  adopted,  and  if  property^  inftead  of 
expenditure,  muft  be  attackcdi  it  becomes  a  matter  of  nice  difcuf- 
iion,  whethinr  the  extraordinary  contribution  (hould  be  raifed  by  z 
tax  on  capital,  or  a  tax  on  income,  or  by  blending  the  two  together, 
which,  though  the  moft  complicated,  yet  being  cinquefiionably  the 
jufteft,  ought  to  be  preferred.  What  I  mean  is,  that  every  man 
ihould  pay,  inftead  of  i  o  per  cent,  on  his  mcome,  ^  per  cent,  on  his 
capital,  and  5  per  cent,  on  his  income,  by  which  perfons  who  had 
no  capital,  would  be  greatly  relieved,  and  thofe  who  were  poiTefled 
of  confiderable  property,  would  pay  more  in  proportion  to  their  opu- 
lence, than  under  the  fyftem  that  is  propofed. 

Almoft  the  only  objedion  to  this  plan  is,  the  difficulty  of  afcer-^ 
taining  the  value  of  a  man's  capital.  But  is  it  not  the  fame  in  re* 
gard  tohis  income,  unlefs  it  arifes  from  fome  fixed  and  regular  fti- 
pend,  and  is  liable  to  no  uncertainty  of  dedudion  i  Let  us  con- 
iider  this  important  part  of  the  fubjeA,  in  the  three  great  lines,  of 
a  landed  income,  of  a  commercial  income,  and  of  a  profeffional 
income. 

A  landed  income  may  be  fuppofed  the  moft  certain  and  perma- 
nent, and  in  ibme  particular  inftances  it  may  be  fo ;  but,  in  gene- 
ral, a  perfon  of  landed  property,  after  deducing  every  public  tax 
or  impofition  to  which  he  is  liable,  is  fubjed  to  a  variety  of  burdens. 

In  the  firft  place,  he  is  frequently  under  the  neccffity  of  being  at 
very  heavy  legal  expences  for  prcferving  his  property,  and  he  is 
clearly  entitled  to  dedudl  thofe  expences,  as  it  is  propofed  that  the 
public  (hall  avail  itfelt  of  that  part  of  his  income,  by  taxing  the 
gentlemen  of  the  law.  In  the  fecond  place,  he  is  under  the  necef- 
•fity  of  fpending  money  in  the  improvement  of  his  efiates,  as  in  drain- 
ing, fencing,  building,  &c.  And  in  the  third  place,  any  perfon  of 
landed  property  is  fubjecft  to  a  variety  of  dedudipns  in  confequence 
of  the  rank  he  holds  in  the  (iatc  ;  he  is  obliged  to  ad^  as  (heriiF,  as 
juftice  of  the  peace,  and  other  public  fituations,  without  any  recom- 
-  pence  or  emolument  whatfoever ;  and  if  any  plan  is  in  agitation 
for  building  a  bridge,  for  making  a  turnpike  road,  or  forming  a 
canal,  which  may  ultimately  prove  of  material  confequence  to  the 
neighbourhood,  a  gentleman  of  landed  property  muft  fubfcribe  for 

Vol.  VII.  H  h 


334  PARLIAMENTARY  [Common« 

all  Tuch  mcafures,  unlefs  it  U  intended  to  check  by  law  the  progicf 
of  public  improvement. 

It  is  ttill  more  difficult  to  arcertain  ihc  income  of  the  conrimer 
4;iat  individual,  whufc  capital  and  income,  indeed,  arc  in  faf)  to  inti 
matcly  combined  together,  that  it  is  impollible  to  feparate  them 
The  incomr  of  a  commercial  man,  alfo,  depends  upon  a  variety  o 
circumdances  belid(.'S  his  capital ;  it  depends  on  the  lituation  ii 
which  he  happens  to  be  placed,  the  connections  which  he  has  tbrnici 
or  inherited,  ilie  talcrits  which  he  employs  in  his^bLtlinefs,  and  th 
indullry  with  which  he  profecuCes  it.  Arc  we  to  tax  lituation 
That  was  given  up  in  the  cafe  of  the  famoas  (hop.-tax.  Arc  w 
to  tax  the  advantage  derived  from  connection  ?  It  would  be  th 
firll  lime  that  any  individual  ever  paid  any  demand  to  the  Exchc 
quer,  for  having  a  number  of  friends,  and  probably  deferving  ihctn 
Arc  we  to  tax  talents  ?  It  would  be  a  llrange  circumRance  i 
finance  to  impofe  burdens  upon  thufc,  by  whofc  ingenuity  new  an 
were  difcovercd,  orthcold  ones  improved  ;  who  contribute  fo  cflcn 
tially  to  enrich  the  nation,  and  who  are  judly  accounted  the  fure 
fourcc  of  its  commercial  profpcrity.  Or,  above  all,  are  we  to  ta 
indudry  ?  If  fo,  the  man  that  is  idle  and  profligate  will  pa 
nothing ;  whereas  the  fobcr  and  induftrious  will  be  burdened  i 
proportion  to  their  exertions. 

Let  us  next  confider  how  profeflional  men  can  afcertain  the! 
incomes.  To  what  a  variety  of  cafualiies  arc  they  not  expofed 
They  may  be  difablcd  by  fickncfs ;  they  may  be  injured  bf  ill 
founded  perfonal,  or  even  political  prejudices  entertained  again 
them  ;  or  their  profits  may  be  impaired  by  putilic  calamity  an 
diftrcfs :  indeed,  many  of  them  muft  be  ruined  by  this  bill,  whic 
mufl  dlminifh,  in  various  Innances,  their  profeltional  bufmefs ;  an 
all  of  them  will,  be  entitled  to  the  dcduCliOn  of  a  full  third  of  the 
clear  income,  which  every  prudent  profefTionat  man  does  ufuall 
deduct,  to  form  a  provifion  for  himfelf  in  his  old  age,  and  a  capiii 
for  his  family  at  his  death. 

Thefe  ctrcumnances  prove,  that  it  is  as  difficult  to  cftimatc  ir 
come,  as  to  afccrtain  the  value  of  capital,  and  arc  ftrongly  in  fiivoi 
of  that  blended  fyflem,  which  (ccms  to  be  the  only  jull  {vinciple  o 
which  fuch  a  tax  or  contribution  as  this  can  be  impofed. 

Indeed,  how  is  it  poiTiblc  to  demand,  at  the  fame  rate,  from 
perTon  who  has  an  income  without  a  capital,  and  from  one  who  ha 
both  income  and  capital !  One  perfim,  for  infbiKe,  draws  his  fubtifl 
ence  from  an  income  of  600I.  a  year,  from  the  profefTion  of  th 
law;  at  10  perniU.  he  is  chat^  with  60I.  to  the  Exchcquci 
which  he  miiA  deduct  froni  bis  income.     Another  pcrfon  ha 
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2o,oooI.  of  3  per  cent,  confoltdatcd  annuities,  producing  him  600I. 
At  1  o  per  cent,  he  will  only  pay  60I.  alfo,  though,  by  felling  only 
about  1 20I.  of  his  3  per  cents.  ^  according  to  the  price  of  the  ftocks, 
he  pays  his  tax,  and  only  lofcs  about  3I.  1 2S.  per  annum  of  his  in-^ 
come.  Where  then  is  that  boafted  cqualit}',  which  1s  faid  to  be  fo. 
much  in  favour  of  this  plan,  and  which  renders  it  fo  infinitely  fu- 
perior  to  every  other  ? 

On  xhck  grounds  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  if  the  meafure 
is  at  all  to  be  adopted,  it  ought  to  be  altered  on  the  principle  which 
I  have  now  taken  the  liberty  of  recommending,  namely,  that  of  lay- 
ing the  tax,  partly  on  capital  and  partly  on  income. 

Let  us  now.  Sir,  prdceed  toconfider  the  fpecific  plan  that  is  fub- 
mitted  to  our  confidcration  in  the  prefent  bill. 

The  Houfe  muft  dill  recoiled)  the  elaborate  fpeech,  in  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  laid  before  us  a  general  view  of  the  in- 
come, fuppofed  to  be  enjoyed  by  all  the  various  clafles  of  the  com- 
munity. In  fome  points  I  m^y  differ  with  him;  and^when  I 
heard  the  right  honourable  gentleman  expreflTmg  himfelf  with  fo  much 
doubt  refpedling  various  particulars,  and  reding  on  the  antiquated 
notions  of  Davenant,  and  the  guefles  of  modern  authorities,  I  could 
not  help  wiflung  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  given  more 
afliflance  to  an  inftitution  I  had  the  honour  of  fu^efling ;  I  mean, 
Sir,  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  by  whom  'all  thefe  points,  had  it  been 
properly  fupported,  would  have  been,  before  this  time,  fully  afcer- 
tained.  It  has  ever  been  a  favourite  opinion  with  me,  that  no 
country  could  be  well  governed,  unlefs  its  real  fituation  was  tho- 
roughly known — "  Jd  conjilitm  de  repuhlica  dandunij  caput  efi^  nojft 
**  rempuHicam.**  Indeed,  had  not  the  progrefs  of  that  inftitution 
been  checked,  by  thofc  who  were  regardlefs  of  the  intcrefts  of  the 
country  they  governed,  provided  they  could  gratify  their  own  pcrfo- 
nal  fpleen  and  refentment,  we  (hould  now  have  been  debating,  not 
on  loofe  calculations  and  uncertain  data,  but  on  a  general  report  on 
t\\t  ftate  of  the  country^  founded  on  authentic  information,  which 
it  would  have  been  in  my  power,  before  this  time,  to  have  laid  upon 
the  table  of  this  Houfe. 

But  let  us  fuppofe  that  the  calculations  of  the  right   honourable 

gentleman,  if  not  perfeAiy  juft,  yet  are  fufficiently  accurate  for  the 

purpofes  of  difcufiion ;  and  that  the  various  dafles  of  the  community,^ 

which  he  has  enumerated,  have  an  income  of  one  hundred  millions 

per  annum  ;  yet  I  queftion  miKh,  whether  they  reatly  can  afford  to 

pay  any  thing*  like  fo  large  a  fum  as  ten  millions,  in  the  courfe  of 

one  year,  in  addition  to  the  thirty  millions  (including  the  expence  of 

the  colledion)  which  they  already  yield  to  the  Exchequer. 

H  h   ^ 
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The  perfons  who  will  be  fubjeded  to  this  new  tax  on  incont 
may  be  divided  into  three  claffes. 

The  firtl  confifts  of  thofe  whp  alreadjr  fave  a  part  of  their  income 
and  who,  by  this  i&,  will  be  obliged,  however  reludantly,  to  pai 
with  a  portion  of  thofe  favings  which  ihcy  were  anxious  to  lay  u[ 
It  is  the  principal  objci5l  of  this  bill,  to  get  it  this  dcTcription  of  in 
dividuals.  But  I  do  not  think  that  (his  rcfonrce  is  any  ihir^  lilc 
lb conliderable  as  gentlemen  imagine.  If  we  fuppofe  that  there  stt 
3,000  perTons  who  enjoy,  at  an  average,  i,dooI.  each  (whicb^  i 
ihefc  luxurious  times,  will  include,  I  am  perfuaded,  all  the  milcrs  i 
the  kingdom],  the  total  income  they  pofTels  will  not  etccc 
3,000,0001.  ftr  annum,  and  the  tax  wilt  not  produce  abov 
300,000!. 

Another  defcnption  of  pcrfons,  are  thofe  who  formerly  lived  u 
to  the  full  extent  of  their  income,  or,  perhaps,  beyond  it,  but  wh 
will  now  begin  to  favc,  and  to  reduce  their  eftabliftments,  in  orde 
io  pay  this  new  contribution-  I  am  afraid  this  clafs  will  be  a  ver 
numerous  one,  and  that,  to  the  full  amount  thry  are  compelled  t 
pay  to  this  tax  on  income,  we  Ihall  lofc  in  the  excite  and  cuHom! 
and  other  branches  of  the  revenue. 

The  only  remaining  clafs  confifts  of  thofe  who  will  continue  t 
live  as  formerly.  Perhaps,  indeed,  they  cannot  retrench,  owii^  t 
the  largenefs  of  their  family,  their  profcflional  fitualions,  and  varioi 
other  ci re umftances.  Having  neither  faved  the  money  before,  nr 
being  able  to  fave  it  iww,  they  mul^  cither  deduct  it  from  their  ca 
pital  (if  they  have  any),  or  borrow  it  where  they  can  find  it. 

And  this  leads  me  again  to  allude  to  the  great  difadvant^  < 
blending  the  two  fyf^ems  tc^thcr,  namely,  that  of  borrowing  monr 
fbr  the  public  fervicc,  and  of  railing  the  fupplies  within  the  yeai 
Theconfcquenccof  a  public  loan  is,  that  all  (he  moncyof  the  king 
dnm  not  only  flocks  into  the  metropolis,  but  alfo  into  the  hands  ( 
a  particular  fet  of  individuals  who  job  in  the  funds.  What  fol 
lows  }  It  is  evident  that  any  private  perfon  cannot  borrow  mone 
alinoff  on  any  terms.  Whereas,  if  there  were  no  loan,  the  circuh 
ting  wealth  of  the  kingdom  would  be  fpread  over  the  whole  furfac 
of  (he  country  ;  the  loan-mongers  of  London  would  be  glad  to  Icn 
their  money  on  refpe^abie  private  fccutities,  and  lefs  difficult 
would  be  found  in  railing  the  whole  of  the  fupplies  within  the  yea 
than  the  pn^rtion  which  it  is  propofed,  by  this  t»lt,  fhould  t 
levied. 

We  Ihall  fuppofe,  however,  that  the  nation  is  able  to  pay  the  pn 
pofed  tax  of  I  o  'per  cent-  on  itKome  ;  yet,  when  I  conlider  the.  va 
lious  objections  whiA  may  be  urged  againft  it,  fomo  of  whkh  { 
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i%  the  veiy  root  of  the  meafure,  and  others,  which,  though  they  afied. 
only  particular  branches  of  it»  yet  are  almoft  of  equal  moment,— -I 
can  fcarcely  think  that  the  Houfe  will  be  difpoTed  to  pafs  fuch  a 
bill  into  a  law. 

The  radical  objections  are  three ;  namely,  that  the  meafure  i« 
queftion  will  promote  emigration^  will  diminifh  the  produce  of  tlW 
old  taxes,  and  will  raife  the  price  of  all  the  neceflTaries  of  life. 

There  is  no  circumflance  fo  likely  to  be  apprehended  from  this 
meafure,  as  the  emigration  of  the  indudrious  claiTes  of  the  commu- 
nity. If,  in  addition  to  all  the  ufual  taxes  to  which  the  peo{de  of 
the  country  are  fubje6led,  and  which  are  in  general  reckoned  toleca* 
bly  oppreffive,  perfons  are  alfo  ipade  liable  to  a  compullive  difclo- 
fure  of  propeityy  which  has  ever  been  accounted  fo  odious  and 
vexatious  a  meafure,  and  alfo  to  have  tliat  property  feverely  taxed, 
i^  mud  induce  great  multitudes  of  individuals  to  defert  a  i:ountty, 
where  they  are  fubjeded  to  fuch  grievous  oppreflion,  and  to  £nd 
out  fome  quiet  afylum,  where  they  may  cfcape  fuch  rapacity.  If 
,  fuch  a  circumAance  were  to  take  place,  and  it  is  evidently  not  im>- 
poflible,  nor,  in  my  opinion,  improbable,  it  would  be  the  fource  of 
infinite  ipifchief  to  this  country.  If  the  ingenious  mechanic,  the 
indudrious  artifan,  the  adventurous  manufadturer,  the  hardy  fea- 
man,  the  intelligent  merchant,  and  the  Ikilful  hufbandman,  op- 
prefTed  by  financial  exactions,  are  driven  from  this  formerly,  happy 
iiland,  what  will  becoilne  of  the  boaftful  power  and  opulence  of  the 
Britifh  nation  ?.  Some  are  already  gone,  and  others  are,  perhaps, 
preparing  to  follow  their  foot(lcps.  The  pafTmg  of  fuch  a  law  as 
this,  muft  confirm  any  refolution  they  have  taken,  and  may  banifli 
for  ever  from  this  country,  fome  of  the  mod  valuable  fubje<^  it 
can  at  prefent  bead  of. 

Another  material  objediion  is,  that  it  will  occafion  a  very  fatal 
reduAion  in  the  produce  of  the  old  taxes.  Many  luxurious  grati- 
fications, which  fumi(h  an  ample  revenue  to  the  £xchequer,'muft  be 
curtailed  or  abandoned.  Many  people  are  already  confidering, 
whether  they  ought,  or  ought  not,  tp  replenifli  their  pipes  and  fnuiT- 
boxes,  on  which  depends  a  branch  of  revenue  (that  on  tobacco),  yield- 
ing to  the  amount  of  700,0001.  ^r  annum.  Other  articles  muft  fuf- 
fer  in  proportion.  If  the  national  income,  as  dated  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  is  one  hundred  millions,  we  pay  abou^ 
thirty  millions  of  that  fum  to  the  Exchequer  at  prefent ;  for  which 
fome  allowance  ought  to  have  been  made  in  his  datements  ;  and  if 
We  are  reduced  to  the  private  expenditure  of  fixty  indead  of  feventy 
inillioris,  there  mud  be  a  confideraA>le  defalcaiion  from  the  thirty 
•tnUlions  formedy  paid ;  and  if  the  fpirit  of  econaroy  is  once  intro^ 
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:ed  into  the  dlabtiAments  of  private  familiei,  which,  I  thiiA,  is 
:ly  to  be  the  rcfult  of  fo  violent  a  meafure,  (hat  cold  ecammj  may 
itinuc  ;  in  which  cafe  we  Oiall  lofe  a  permancM  for  a  temponry 
'antagc  ;  and  thofc  taxes,  on  the  produce  of  which  depend  the 
ment  of  our  public  creditors,  and  the  fubfiUcnccof  our  fleets  and 
nies,  may  became  inadequate  to  the  purpofe.  This  is  a  pcnnt* 
which   many  pcrTons  who  now  hear  me,  are  deeply  intereQed^ 

0  are  thinkinf;  little  al  prcfcnt  how  much  they  arc  perfonally  con- 
ned in  thefc  difcufiions. 

A  third  railical  objeflion  is,  the  cffefl  that  this  tax  will  have,  15 
ling  the  price  of  all  the  nccelTariea  of  life  ;  infomuch,  that  the 
ddling  and  lower  orders  of  the  community  will  find  it  difficult  to 
ifift  under  it.  Several  articles  of  general  confumption,  as  &I1, 
ar,  coals,  &c.  are  already  exorbitantly  Ingh,  and  mufl  bceonc 
t  more  fo.  Indeed,  if  we  feverely  tax  thofc  who  latfe  or  pro- 
■X  the  ncceflaries  of  life,  and  thure  who  deal  in  them,  it  is  evi- 
it,  that  they  will  endeavour  to  throw  the  load  off  their  own 
lulders,  and  will  contrive  to  make  the  unfortunate  confucner  pay 
ifold,  for  the  taxes  to  which  they  themfclves  are  fubjefled. 

1  (hall  now  proceed  to  ftate  fomc  objeflions  of  a  lefs  important 
ure,  jKcaufe  they  arc  capable  of  being  removed ;  but  which,  at 
fame  time,  uiilefs  they  can  be  obviated,  ought  to  prove  &tal  to 

t  meafure. 

The  firn  point  I  {hall  touch  upon,  under  this  head,  relates  to 
:  taxing  of  the  funds,  which  mud  alarm  every  one,  attached  to 
■■  old  financial  fyflem  and  do^rincs  of  this  country,  in  oppolilion 
the  new  political  dogmas,  which,  in  thefe  days,  arc  fo  boldly  ii>- 
cated.  By  the  laws,  as  they  now  (land,  the  interefts  or  dividends 
d  to  the  public  creditors,  are  protected  againfl  all  charges  and 
es  whatsoever  ;  but,  for  the  firft  time,  they  arc  now  introduced 
D  the  budget  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
It  is  faid,  that  there  is  no  dire6i  tax  upon  the  funds ;  that  we  do 
;  intercept  the  money,  as  it  goes  into  the  pocket  of  the  creditor^ 
that  we  only  put  our  hands  into  his  pocket  afterwards,  and  inform 
n,  whether  he  confents  or  not,  he  mull,  at  his  peril,  (the  words 
the  precept  of  the  Commifliioners  are,  "  thereof  fail  not  at  your 
leril")  deliver  over  to  us,  a  tenth  part  of  that  fum  of  money, 
ich  wc  allured  him,  when  he  tent  the  principal,  was  to  be  ex- 
ptcd  from  all  la^ces  and  charges  whaifuevcr.  What  a  miferablc 
ifion  !  Indeed,  if  this  principle  of  indirect  and  involuntary  tasa- 
1  is  once  admitted  in  r^ard  to  the  funds,  there  is  no  faying  to 
»t  height  it  may  be  carried.  What  is  (be  re(nedy  J  The  re- 
dy  is  an  eafy  one,  and  has  been  praflifcd  on  all  ockAvm,  wb<n 
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the  principle  or  the  intereft  of  the  public  creditor  has  been  affcded, 
let  books  be  opened  for  receiving  the  names  of  all  the  creditors 
ix-ho  aflent  to  this  new  mode  of  holding  their  property,  and  let  ic 
go  no  farther  \han  to  the  perfons  who  fubfcribe.  I  trud  that  a  very 
large  majority  of  the  creditors,  if  not  the  whole  of  them,  would 
agree  to  the  propofal,  and  voluntarily  fubje6t  themfelves  to  the  new 
tax.  At  any  rate,  no  con(idei;ation  whatever  ought,  In  my  opinion, 
10  induce  this  Houfe  to  countenance  any  paltry  evafion,  by  which 
its  folemn  faith,  pledged  to  the  poblic  creditors^  can^  to  the  fmalleft 
poflible  extent,  be  violated. 

The  next  point  I  wi(h  to  allude  to,  can  alfo  be  remedied  in  the 
Committee  on  the  bill.  It  relates  to  the  idea  of  taxing  perfons  re* 
fiding  in  this  country,  for  the  property  which  they  poflfefs  in  other 
parts  of  His  Majeity's  dominions  ;  for  inftance,  in  Ireland  and  the 
Wed  Indies.  This  feems  to  me  unjuil  in  its  principle  ;  and,  fo 
far  as  my  information  reaches,  without  example  in  the  financial 
biftory  of  this,  or  any  other  country.  Both  in  Ireland  and  in  the 
Wed  Indies,  there  are  feparate  legiflatures,  who  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  impofing  taxes  on  the  property  of  thofe  who  are  fubje£t  to  their 
refpeAive  jurifdi£lion  ;— >a  privilege  which  they  exercife  to  a  confi- 
derabfe  extent.  Taxing  property  in  other  places,  by  the  authority 
of  the  Britifli  Parliament,  is  reviving  the  old  and  exploded  doc- 
trines, which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  unfortunate  war  with  Ame^ 
rica.  But,  Sir,  I  doubt,  firft,  the  right,  and,  fecondly,  the  policy 
of  this  meafurc.  In  regard  to  (he  right,  taxes  are  defcribed  to  be 
*'  a  portion  which  each  JuhjeS  cmtriluUi  of  his  property^  in  order  /• 
'^  /ecurethe  remainder'^  If  this  definition  is  a  juft  one,  and  it  is 
Judge  Blackftone's,  we  have  no  right  to  take  the  produce  of  the 
property  of  Ireland,  except  to  defend  Ireland  ;  nor  the  produce  of 
the  property  of  Jamaica,  except  to  defend  Jamaica.  In  regard  to  the 
impolicy  of  the  attempt,  It  is,  if  poflible,  dill  clearer.  The  eifcdt  of 
impofing  fo  heavy  a  burden  upon  perfons  refiding  here,  with  their 
property  elfewhere,  muft  be,  not  only  to  drive  them  out  of  this 
country,  but  alfo  to  prevent  others  from  coming  into  it ;  in  which 
cafe  we  (hall  not  only  lofe  the  propofcd  exadlton,  but  alfo  the  taxes 
which  they  pay  in  various  other  ways  ;  and  alfo,  all  the  advantages 
we  derive  from  the  circulation  of  from  five  to  fix  millions  per 

The  only  other  point  I  wifli  to  touch  upon  at  prefcnt,  relates  to 
the  new  inquifitorial  power  about  to  be  efiablifiied. 

That  foroc  r^ulations  are  neceffary,  in  order  to  prevent  evafion, 
can  hardly  be  queftioned  ;  but  that  they  fliould  be  fo  very  firi£^,  or 
rather  fo  boldly  tyrannical,  as  thofe  which  are  pointed  oat  in  this 
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,  feeina  to  me  CDtnpletcIy  inadmifliblc.  To  tempt  a  nun  to 
ury,  and  to  ful^jo^  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  an  inquilitorixl 
•cr,  inordcrto  make  himeondcmnhimfclf,  is  the  height  of  cruelty 
ii^uftice.  For  my  part,  I  think  it  infinitely  prefcTablc  that  wc 
Ad  loTe  fonne  money,  than  run  the  riik  of  eftablifhing  principles 
orrent  to  that  free  conftitution  which  thlB  country  has  htiheito 
(ted  of.  Tliis  is  a  part  of  the  fubjeft,  however,  which  will  re- 
re  to  be  difcuBcd  with  peculiar  anxiety  in  a  future  fhge  of  our 
:cedings. 

But,  Sir,  it  may  be  faid,  that  this  is  certainly  a  harfh  meafure, 
I  liable  to  endlefs  objeflions ;  at  the  fame  time,  What  can  be 
le  i  .Some  great  meafure  of  finance  is  now  effendal  for  die  public 
ly  ;  and  if  you  oppofc  this  meafure,  you  ought  to  fuggcfl  foroe- 
ig  elfe  that  may  anfwer  in  its  room. 

[  cannot  poflibly  fubfcribe  to  that  do6lr)ne.  No  Member  of  the 
ufe  is  bound  to  do  more,  than  to  deliver  his  fcntiments  on 
ilic  meafurcs,  as  they  are  re fpeflively  brought  forward.  Nopri- 
e  individual  can  have  accefsto  that  minute  information,  without 
ich  it  is  impofTible  to  judge  whether  a  meafure  can  be  prejudicial 
he  public  intereft  or  otherwlfe.  But  if  there  is  any  doubt  re- 
ding the  beft  mode  of  railing  the  fupplics,  let  a  ic\c&  committee 
the  Houfe  be  appointed  for  the  inveftigation  of  that  fubjefi, 
led  with  authority  to  fend  for  pcrfons,  papers,  and  records.  The 
ufe  and  the  Public  may  be  afTured,  if  a  proper  felcA  committee 
re  appointed,  that  all  the  financial  difficulties  wc  are  involved  in 
old  be  removed ;  and  furely,  fince  we  had  out-of-doOT  com- 
tecs,  gravely  deliberating  on  the  beft  mode  of  levying  taxes,  and 

0  have  ^vourcd  us  with  their  public  declarations  on  the  fubjed 
Snance,  there  can  hardly  be  any  well-grounded  obje(^ton  to  the 
afure  I  have  fuggefted ;  and  I  hope,  from  the  geftures  of  the 
It  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt])  that  he  approves  of,  and 

1  fupport  the  idea. 

It  n-ill  naturally  be  expefled,  that  on  fuch  an  occafion,  I  fliould 
lin  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  the  attention  of  the 
ufe,  that  mofl  valuable  of  all  rcfources,  I  mean  economy.  Wc 
told  by  a  celebrated  Statefman  of  aniiquity,  whofe  orations  the 
It  hunourable  gentleman  has  fo  frequently  perufed,  and  fo  clofely 
tates,  1  mean  Cicero,  "  optimum,  fj  in  privatis  famlliis,  W  in 
republica,  vefiigal  fft,  parfimonium :"  and  I  am  pcrfeflly  fatls- 
I,  there  would  be  no  difliculiy,  inftead  either  of  borrowing  the 
1  in  quellion,  or  raiHr^  it  by  means  of  an  extraordinary  and 
fh  contributi<Hi,  to  fave  a  large  proportion  of  it,  by  a  rigorous 
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fpirit  of  Tetrcnchment  in  all  our  edabliihments^  both  of  income 
and  expenditure. 

With  a  view  of  afccrtaining  the  difpofition  of  the  Houfc  towards 
economical  arrangements,  I  thought  it  advifeablc  to  embrace  the 
happy  opportunity,  which  our  late  glorious  naval  fucceflcs  had  fur- 
nilhcd,  of  fuggefting  a  very  moderate  reduflion  in  our  favourite 
fcrvicc  of  the  navy  ;  becaufc  I  am  fully  pcrfuaded  that,  if  it  could 
be  Introduced  there,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  extend  it  after- 
wards to  all  our  other  eftablifliments,  I  knew  well  it  would  be  an 
unpopular  fuggeftion,  but  I  could  not  hefitate,  from  any  apprehen- 
fion  of  that  fort',  to  recommend  a  mcafure  which  fcemed  to  me  fo 
ncceflary  and  fo  ufeful  to  the  Public  ;  and  which,  if  the  war  fhould 
continue  much  longer,  muft,  fooner  or  later,*  be  adopted. 

Indeed,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  could  raife  more  the  chara£ter  of 
the  nation  abroad,  or  give  more  fatisfa£lion  to  the  people  at  home, 
than  our  Aiforcing  a  fyftem  of  economy.  It  is  well  known;  that 
in  private  life  that  individual  is  alone  independent  and  refpedable, 
who,  without  being  too  parfimonious,  is  yet  attentive  to  his  expen- 
diture. The  fame  is  the  cafe  with  nations.  In  regard  to  the  people 
at  home,  the  Miniftcr  may  fuppofe,  as  they  have  fubmittcd  quietly 
to  fo  many  burdens,  that  they  will  continue  patient  under  more :  he 
may  find  himfelf  miftaken.  By  a  profufe  expenditure  of  the  public 
money  he  may  fecure  the  cry  of  thofe  who  are  preying  on  the  vitals 
of  the  Public,  and,  perhaps,  for  the  moment,  the  affiftance  of  cor- 
rupt and  profligate  men  ;  but  he  will  foon  lofe,  what  every  wife 
Minifte'r  would  prize  above  all  other  acquifitions,  the  fatisfadion  of 
his  own  mind,  the  confidence  of  a  generous  Sovereign,  and  the  fup- 
port  of  a  great  country. 

I  (hall  now.  Sir,  ftate  fome  additional  confiderations  to  the 
Houfe,  which  feem  to  me  decifively  hoRile  to  the  meafure  in 
quedion. 

The  iirft  is,  the  great  tendency  that  the  pafling  of  fuch  a  bill 
will  have,  towards  perpetuating  the  war,  and  protnoting  public  pro- 
fufion.  As  foon  as  it  is  afcertained,  that  ten  millions  of  additional 
revenue  can  be  raifed  upon  the  Public,  it  will  be  conddered  as  a  fund 
for  borrowing,  and,  at  5  per  ccnU^  would  pay  the  intcrcft  of  two 
hundred  millions,  of  money.  What  a  temptation  to  continue  the 
war,  when,  perhaps,  peace  might  be  obtained  on  rcafonable  terms, 
and  to  carry  it  on  with  the  moft  unbounded  extravagance  and 
profuflon ! 

BePides,  Sir,  is  it  poflible  to  imagine,  if  this  taxis  once  impofed, 
that  we  fhall  ever  get  rid  of  it  ?  Whilft  the  war  continues,  it  is 
certain  we  cannot ;  and  if  peace  were  to  be  proclaimed  to-morrow, 
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it  is,  at  Icaft,  (tueOionable,  whether  fuch  an  addition  to  the  puUic 
.revenue,  would  not  be  nccedaty,  from  the  enormous  peace ctlablifh- 
ment,  which  the  ctrciimftances  of  the  times  may  occafion,  at  Icaft  in 
ihe'opinionof  thole  with  whom  cold  economy  is  no  particular  fa- 
vourite. And,  indeed,  if  it  (hould  not  be  found  neccflary  on  ac- 
count of  "our  peace  cftablifliinent,  fuch  an  addition  to  the  public 
revenue,  will  be  extremely  convenient  to  alTift  in  difcharging  the 
national  debt  as  a  commutation  for  other  uses,  or  on  fome  fuch 
Umilar  pteccnce. 

It  is  farther  neccflary  to  obfcrve,  that  this  bill  lays  a  foundation 
for  cndlcfs  vexauous  esaciions.  The  Miniftcr  now  very  moderately 
requires  only  a  tenth  part  of  our  income;  but  he  et^abliniet  a 
principle,  that  the  Government  of  thii  country  is  entitled  to  demand 
a  certain  part  of  the  income  of  each  individual,  and  is  alfo  entitled 
10  enfurcc  that  cumpulHve  rcquilition,  by  the  ftriftcd  and  harOtcd 
rcguUtions.  Formerly,  Sir,  our  principal  taxes,  arifing  from  con- 
fumption,  and  not  extending  ;o  many  of  the  real  comforts  and  t>c- 
celTaries  of  litV,  were  in  a  manner  voluntary.  The  Exchequer 
was  enriched,  and  the  people  were  happy  ;  and  the  profulion  of 
Gnvernmcnt  was  fortunately  checked  by  the  conviSion,  that,  if  the 
taxes  were  carried  beyond  a  certain  length,  the  pmduce,  inl>ead  of 
increafing,  would  diminilh.  But,  Sir,  if  this  bill  paffes,  the  whole 
property  of  the  country  will  in  future  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the  Mi- 
niver ;  and  though  he  now  propofcs  to  cxa€l  but  a  tenth  part,  what 
is  to  hinder  him,  next  year,  from  demanding  a  6fth,  or  even  a 
third  of  our  refpcflive  incomes  f^AlIow  me  to  aflc,  how  long  it 
can  be  especlcd,  that  either  the  wealth  or  the  indullry  of  the 
people  can  hold  out,  under  even  the  apprehenfion  and  terror  of  fuch 
exaifliuns  ? 

Such,  Sir,  arc  the  objeflions  which  have  occurred  to  me  againil 
this  fatal  meafure  ;  one,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Houfc,  and 
of  the  Public  at  large,  cannot  be  too  carncftly  and  anxiouHy  di- 
rcflcd.  The  only  anfwer  likely  to  be  given  to  thcfe  objedlions,  and, 
indeed,  the  only  arguments  that  can  be  urged  in  fupport  of  the 
meafure  ilfelf,  arc  thofe  philippics  againft  the  French  Dlrcflory, 
with  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends  arc  ac- 
cufiomcd  to  interlard  their  orations,  and  by  which  they  endeavour 
to  inflame  the  patTlons,  and  to  perplex  the  underl^andings  of  a  par- 
tial auditory.  Permit  me,  however,  to  take  the  liberty  of  afking. 
What  have  fuch  declamations  to  do  with  the  prefent  queftion  ? 
I  dctelVthe  atiibitious  projefls  of  the  Frerwh  Direflnry  as  much 
abtliat  right  honourable  gentleman pr  his  friends,  and  will  go  as  great 
lengths  to  refill  them.     But  becaufc  the  French  Direi3ory  arc  am- 
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bitiousy  tinuft  the  people  of  England  be  opprefTed,  and  mud  we,  on 
that  account,  give  way,  and  fubmit,  even  without  a  (Snaggle,  to  fuch 
a  mifchievous  proje6t  as  the  bnc  now  under  confidcration  ;  a  pro- 
jeft.  Sir,  which  could  only  have  been  occafioned  by  the  mod  un- 
bounded profufion,  could  only  have  originated  in  the  harfhcft  ty- 
rannical principles,  and  muft  either  terminate  in  the  difgrace  and 
ruin  of  the  bold  projeflpr,  or  the  deftruflion  of  the  nation  ? 

I  have  thus,  Sir,  ftated  at  fome  length,  but  not  longer  than  the 
importance  of  the  queflion  demands,  my  fcntiments  regarding  It ; 
and  I  earneftly  intreat,  that  the  Members  of  this  Houfe,  divefling 
themfelvis  of  partiality  for  one  individual^  and  of  prejudice  againft 
others,  will  confider  the  fubjefl  itfelf  difpaflionately,  a^s  one  on 
which  depends  the  future  happinefs  of  this  country.  Let  them 
refolve,  inftead  of  taking  a  meafure  of  this  moment  blindly  upon 
truft,  becaufe  it  happens  to  be  introduced  by  a  favourite  Minifter,  ' 
let  them  refolve,  on  the  prefent  occaiion,  to  fee  with  their  own  eyes^ 
to  hear  with  their  own  ears,  and  to  be  direded  by  their  own  judge- 
ment. Let  them  be  aflured,  if  they.fuflfer  this  bill  to  pafs,  that  it 
will  be  an  event,  which  they  themfelves  will  feverely  repent  of, 
when  it  will  unfortunately  be  too  late,  and  which  their  pofterity 
will  have  juft  caufe  to  lament,  as  one  of  the  grcateft  calamities 
that  could  poflibly  have  befallen  that  country  they  were  doomed  to 
inherit.  Let  them  alfo  be  aflured,  if  fuch  a  bill  as  this  meets  with 
their  approbation,  that  the  Briti(h  Houfe  of  Commons  will  no  longer 
be  coniidered  as  that  refpedlable  Senate,  whofe  condud  has  for<- 
merly  been  looked  up  to,  with  admiration  and  refpeft,  both  in 
this  country  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe ;  but  that  it  will  be 
accounted  a  degraded  chamber  of  commerce  and  finance,  cal- 
culated folely  for  the  purpofe  of  rcgiftering  the  edifts  of  a  Mi- 
nifter,  witho;it  knowledge  of  their  contents,  or  conviflion  of  their 
utility. 

Mr.  SIMEON  faid,  the  honourable  Baronet  was  perfeflly  right 
in  calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  this  iniportant  meafure  ; 
indeed  all  queftions  of  finance  were  peculiarly  within  the  province 
of  that  Houfe.  He  approved  alfo  of  the  requeft  of  the  honour- 
able Baronet,  to  lay  afide  all  prejudice.  The  (ingle  queition,  in  the 
firft  place,  was^  whether  or  not,  confidering  all  circumftances,  it. 
was  wife  to  raife  a  large  fum  of  money  within  the  ye^r  ?— upon 
which  he  believed  there  was  but  little  variety  of  opinion.  The 
next  point  would  be,  whether  it  was  wife  to  continue  the  aflfefled 
taxes,  or  adopt  the  prefent  meafure.  Upon  the  funding  fyftem,  it 
was  not  proper  to  fay  we  (hould  go  as  far  as  we  could  ;  that,  he 
was  convinced,  wc  had  not  done  yet,  but  we^'fhould  flop  in  due  fea- 
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fon,  and  this  meafure  faid  you  muO  ftop  upon  the  funding  fyftcm, 
injtbecaufc  you  cannot  gs  on,  but  becaufc  prudcnco  advifcs  you  to 
Aop  here.  He  hnd  not  heard  any  gcnilcman  fay  it  was  wife  to  con- 
tinue ih^  afltiTcd  taxes.  He  oppofcd  thofc  aflelfed  taxes  laft  year, 
becaufe  he  thought  ihc  plan  would  iK>i  anfwcr  i  but  he  was  glad  the 
ineafure  had  been  tried,  becaufc  it  has  had  the  effed  of  ripening  th< 
public  mind  for  another  mcafurc  which  was  now  before  thcHoufc, 
He  could  not  agree  with  the  honourable  Baronet,  with  regard  to  a 
tax  upon  capital  in  real  eflate  ;  bccauf;  he  thought  It  would  be  im- 
poflible  to  afcertain  its  value,  or  the  value  of  the  intcreft  which  each 
individual  who  enjoyed  it  had  in  that  eftate.  The  fame  obje£tior 
would  apply  to  fumi:  other  fpecies  of  capital  ;— as  to  capTal  in  tht 
Funds,  the  idea  of  taxing  it  was  Dnjuft  in  the  highelt  degree,  inaf- 
much  as  it  might  be  the  ruin  of  the  holder,  by  compelling  him  tc 
fell  out  to  an  immenfe  difadvantage.  The  cafe  was  quite  dilicrcni 
upon  income. 

He  then  proceeded  to  tnke  twticc  of  hints  that  had  been  throwr 
out  upon  a  former  occafion,  relative  lo  the  takir^  the  property  to  b< 
found  in  Corporation  and  Church  Lands,  for  the  ufe  of  the  State. 
He  hoped  that  would  never  be  deliberately  propofed  in  that  Houfe. 
Corporations  were  extremely  ufcfui  for  the  piirpofeof  adminiAcring 
local  judicc  i  and  whicli  they  did  admini()cr  as  regularly,  and  as 
well,  as  it  was  adminiflkired  in  WcHminner  Hall ;  and  he  believed 
there  was  no  complaint  upon  that  fuhjedt  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom. 
As  to  the  manner  in  which  Corporations  fometlones  Ihewcd  theii 
hofpiiality,  he  faw  no  reafon  to  complain  of  It }  to  put  men  occa- 
fionally  in  good  humour,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  harmlcfs  thing, 
and  no  rcafon  why  the  property  Should  be  taken  away.  As  to  the 
Church  Lands,  he  warned  the  Houfe,  but,  indeed,  it  wanted  no 
warning,  of  the  effcdl  of  fuch  a  meafure  in  another  country  ;  it  led 
to  anarchy  and  confufton ;  and  fu  it  would  here ;  for  the  Clergy 
were  the  great  prop  of  the  State,  by  the  influence  they  had  upon  the 
morals  of  the  people  ;  when  that  prop  was  taken  away,  the  build- 
ing  muft  fall.  But  wc  (hould  not  be  fo  unwife  as  to  follow  the 
example  that  was  fet  to  us.  Ha  believed,  indeed,  that  religion  wai 
fpreading  over  tills  country  by  the  interpofitioi>  of  t>ivine  Pro- 
vidence- 
Gentlemen  faid  that  thi$  meafure  was  hard  j  he  tfifbcd  ihey 
would  tell  him  what  they  meant  by- the  word  hard(hip — Suppofe 
thirty  millions  were  to  be  raifed  by  a  Loan,  and  taxes  were  to  be 
impofcd  for  the  payment  of  the  intcreft  of  the  motley,  would  not  that 
appear  to  be  hard  ?  What  was  the  hardfliip  ?  It  was  tiM  in  the 
tax  i  it  was  in  the  caufc  of  the  tax— that  cattfe  waa  the.  wai  i  and 
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until  we  had  pe^ce^  thehardfli^p  ipuftxrontinue.  Tod)tain  peace, 
we  bad  done  every  thing  that  a  great  and  dignified  nation  could 
confcnt  to  do.  Indeed  hardlhip  was  to  be  judged  of  by  compa- 
rifon.  We  thought  our  condition  hard  in  England ;  would  we 
change  with  Switzerland  ?  Would  we  changp  with  any  other  part 
of  Europe  ?  Would  the  London  merchant  change  conditions  with 
the  merchant  of  Amfterdam?  Why,  then,  talking  of  hardftiip, 
wichout  taking  it  in  a  comparative  view,  was  talking  without 
fenfe. 

He  knew  of  no  better  way  for  difcuiTrng  the  policy  of  this 
meafure  than  by  looking  at  the  efTedt  it  was  likely  to  have  on  the 
price  of  the  articles  of  life.  Would  they  rife  in  proportion  to  the 
fum  raifed,.  which  muft  be  the  cafe  when  a  Loan  was  made  ?  By 
no  meaps :— he  took  it  to  be  clearly  otherwife  ;  for,  as  it  afic6)ed 
every  individual  alike,  there  was  no  chance  of  charging  mote  upon 
any  article  of  trade  now  than  formerly  ;  for  each  individual  will  be 
governed  by  prudence  ^s  far  as  regards  himfelf ;  and  that,  from 
its  very  nature,  will  keep  the  prices  of  the  articles  of  life  wh^re 
they  are,  or  nearly  (b,  the  buyer  and  feller  being  aflcdled  by  this 
plan  actually  alike. 

As  to  the  probability  of  emigration,  be  had  not  apy  of  the  appre- 
henfions  exprefled  by  the  honourable  Baronet.'  In  the  firft  place, 
this  plan,  afiedled  no  man  whofe  income  was  under  60I.  a  year; 
and  therefore  it  was  not  likely  to  affcd  the  price  of  labour.  If, 
indeed,  the  price  of  labour  could  be  atfeded  by  the  mcafure,  there 
would  be  fomething  to  be  apprehended  from  emigration ;  but*  a 
man^  whofe  income  was  200I,  in  this  country,  whether  by  trade  cr 
otherwife,  was  not  very  likely  to  emigrate.  He  fliould  be  glad  to 
know  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  where  men  were  to  go  ?  Would 
they  go  to  France  ?  or  would  they  crofs  the  Atlantic  ?  He  be- 
lieved very  few  perfons  of  200I.  a  year  would  try  the  fpcculation  ; 
each  individual  would  confider  he  was  as  well  off  as  his  neighbour, 
and  remain  where  he  is,  in  hopes  of  better  times.  Which  mufl; 
*    arrive  when  peace  comes. 

He  proleffcd  himfelf  an  enemy  to  all  fpccies  of  declamation  upon 
this  fubjed.  He  thought  that  mifchief  miglit  be  produced  by 
calling  this  an  inquiiitorial  meafurc.  Many  honeft  people  anuing 
the  public,  for  want  of  opportunity  of  being  better  informed,  alio- 
dated  ideas  to  words  in  a  manner  very  different  from  the  meaning 
of  gentlemen  who  ufcd  certain  words  in  that  Houfe.  Thus,  for 
infiance,  when  the  word  ''  Inquifition"  was  uttered,  a  great  pait 
of  the  public  annexed  to  it  the  idea  of  "  Racks  and  Tortures."  So 
again^  when  a  furveyor  was  called  a  fpyi  the  public  annexed  mean 
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ind  difhoneft  ideas  to  that  office ;  but,  in  h&,  thefc  were  to  be 
neti,  whofe  diity  it  was  to  be  ferviccable  to  the  public ;  and  ai 
iTcII  might  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  be  called  fpics,  bc- 
aufe  they  inflituted  inbrmations  againft  thofc  who  mifconduded 
hemfelves.  Indeed,  he  thought  this  an  abfolutcly  ufeful  as  well 
IE  neceflary  meafure :  and  he  believed  it  was  approved  in  cveiy 
omcr  of  this  country— Our  enemies  had  made  this  mcafuTC  nc- 
«flary,  for  they  had  not  left  us  in  doubt  what  their  objcdl  was  ;  it 
vat  avowedly  the  detlruAion  of  this  country,  Tliat  had  evidently 
initet)  us  all ;  it  ought  to  unite  us  all. 

As  to  the  idea  of  the  honourable  Baronet  in  having  a  Com- 
nittec  of  the  Houfe  to  conlidcr  of  a  better  plan  than  the  prefent, 
lehad  no  doubt  but  that  any  Commitieeof  that  Houfe  would  bea 
enfible  Committee,  efpecially  if  they  had  the  honourable  Baronet 
It  their  head  ;  but  ftill  he  did  not  fee  why  thej-  fliould  be  wifcr 
han  the  whole  Houfe,  He  then  defended  the  particular  provitions 
if  the  hill  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  appoiniing  CommilTioners, 
ind  concluded  with  obferving,  Jhat  he  thought  the  mcafurc  altoge- 
hcr  a  very  good  one,  and  that  the  oppolition  to  it  could  only  tend 
o  damping  the  heart  of  the  people.   ' 

Mr.  MICHAEL  ANGELO  TAYLOR  ftid,  that  if  he 
bought  tlus  ineafure  would  produce  all  the  advantages  which  his 
earned  friend  who  had  juft  fpoken  had  faid  it  would  produce,  he 
bould  be  one  of  the  firft  to  approve  of  it.  But  as  this  was  a  mea- 
lire  which  deeply  affected  the  principles  of  the  Conftrtution  of  Eng- 
and,  hrwiftjed  it  to  be  gravely  and  candidly  argued,  and  (hat  no 
opics  of  declamation  againfl  the  t^•r;lnny  of  France,  or  on  thc'dan- 
pr  of  French  principles,  had  mingled  in  the  dircuflion.  If  the 
ncaftire  was  good,  why  not  difcufs  it  freely  and  fairly  !  If  bad, 
10  declamation  would  alter,  although  for  a  motncnt  it  might  fup- 
lurt  it.  Perhaps  fomc  gentlemen  might  think  that,  although  the 
neafure  might  contain  fome  provihons  which  ought  not  to  be 
ffentcd  to,  yet  that  it  ought  to  go  into  a  Committee  that  the  dc- 
tQa  might  there  be  remedied  ;  but  be  was  of  opinion  that  he  had 
bjeiElions  to  ui^e  againfl  the  general  fpirit  of  the  meafure,  which 
lo  Committee  could  remove. 

He  gave  notice  lafl  fcflion  of  Parliament,  that  he  fliould  early  in 
firs  move  for  the  repeal  of  the  AlfelTcd  Taxes  Bill ;  but  from  the 
iformation  he  received  from  the  Miriifter  Hmfclf  he  found  that  to 
e  uaneceflary,  fmcc  he  was  himfetf  about  to  repeal  that  bill,  and 
'hich  indeed  was  propofcd  to  be  done  by  the  prefent  meafure,  which 
wafure,  however,  he  fhould  have  oppofcd  fooncr,  but  that  he  had 
ecn  confined  by  illncfs.     There  was  one  thing  which  he  could  not 
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help  faylngy  although  it  had  not  an  immediate  bearing,  in  his  view 
of  the  cafe,  upon  the  prefent  fubje£(,  yet  it  liad  in  the  view  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  :^  that  was,  as  the  Minider  had  ftated, 
there  were  many  inflances  of  the  AffofTed  Taxes  Bill  being  (hame- 
fully  and  fcandaloufly  evaded  ;  and  he  wondered  that  people  who 
lived  under  a  firee  Government  fliould  behave  fo  di(honeftly,  and 
come  forward  and  fwear^to  what  was  known  to  be  falfc.  He 
knew  many  inftanccs  of  this  himfelf.  This  he  lamented  as  much 
as  he  held  it  to  be  criminal ;  for  however  he  might  oppofe  any  mea- 
fure  while  it  was  ip  that  Houfe,  and  that  he  had  a  right  to  do,  nay*, 
it  was  his  duty  (b  to  do  if  he  thought  it  a  wrong  meafure  ;  yet  after 
it  had  received  the  fandion  of  the  Legiflature,  he  con(idered  him- 
felT  in  confcience^  as  well  as  in  duty,  bound  to  obey  it ;  a  contrary 
dodrine  tended  to  dellroy  all  notions  of  obedience  to  law,  and  he 
iaw  no  difference  between  defrauding  the  public  of  its  property,  and 
defrauding  an  individual,  except  that  in  the  one  cafe  he  was  liable 
to  be  tranfported,  and  in  the  other  he  was  orUy  liable  to  a  penalty. 
This  dodrine  he  was  convinced  of,  and  he  did  not  efteem  it  the 
lefs  from  having  heard  it  maintained  by  a  worthy  man,  the  late  Mr. 
John  Lee.  The  evafion  to  which  he  alluded  was  the  more  glaring,  as 
it  was  praSifed  by  thofe  who  pretended  tQ  be  ready  to  give  their  laft 
guinea  for  the  fupport  of  the  war  ;  but  when  they  came  to  be  tried, 
fb  far  were  they  from  being  willing  to  give  the  laft  guinea,  that  they 
did  not  Wifh  to  give  the  iirft. 

But  now,  to  come  to  the  meafure  before  the  Houfe— ^if  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  could  fatisfy  him  (and  he  hoped  he  was  not 
very  difScult  to  be  fatisfied}  that  this  meafure  would  be  attended 
with  none  of  the  inconveniences  he  was  goiiig  to  (late,  he  would 
certainly  give  him  his  vote  ;  for  he  had  no  fixed  hatred  agaioA  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  nor  had  he  any  piftol  in  his  pocket  to 
(hoot  the  Minifter — a  fate  that  was  faid  to  have  befallen  another 
great  man  lately  in  another  part  of  the  world,  for  attempting  to  raife 
a  contribution  among  the  people. 

The  firft  objection  he  liad  to  urge  againft  this  meafure  was,  that 
it  would  caufc  a  general  difclofurp  of  property.  It  was  indeed  faid, 
that  the  Aatc  of  each  individual's  property  (hould  be  kept  a  fecret : 
but  fiov/  was  this  fecrely  to  be  kept  up  ?  Did  not  every  man  give 
his  cuifwer  10  the  tax-gatherer  at  the  door  ?  Any  perfon  in  the  vii- 
LigQ  in  which  a  man  lived  might  know  the  ftate  of  his  property. 
1  low  ivas  this  money  collefled  ?  By  the  common  tax-colle6lor. 
Vw'as  ic  not  childifh  to  fay.  that  any  fccrefy  could  accompany  fuch  a 
pr(;c;'L;ding  ?  SccVcfy,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  was  abfolutely  impoillblc. 
lie  was  not  able   to  fay  how  fuch  a  meafure  as  this  would  afFcft 
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nerchanci  and  manufafttmrs  :  they  muft  ju<%e  for  thcmTclves,  bu 
t  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  meafure  that  would  fubjefi  them  to  rrAin 
Irous  inconveniences.  In  fome  cafes  fpecularion  was  not  only  in 
lulgcd,  but  contliluted  part  of  the  wealth,  or  rather  was  the  meat 
vhercby  a  man  procured  wealth  in  certain  fituations  in  commerce 
He  really  thot^t  that  this  mcalTure  would  affcfl  a  number  of  perfon: 
n  this  rcfpcft — It  would  affcd  the  credit  of  many  men.  I-'or  in 
bncc,  if  a  merchant  paid  ten  per  cent,  on  i  o,oool.  and  it  appearcc 
har  he  lived  in  a  very  fplendid  (tile,  he  owned  that  he  Ihould  no 
ike  a  bill  of  fuch  a  man  for  a  lai^  fum  of  money,  becaufe  he  knew 
hat  lOjOool.  a  year  would  not  ftipport  very  great  fplcndour,  ant 
he  merchant  would  have  no  means  of  concealing  this ;  nothing  wa: 
nore  eafy  than  for  any  one  to  know  it.  Again,  to  take  the  cafe 
rf  a  private  gentleman :  was  the  Houfc  totally  un^quaintcd  witl' 
he  cafe  of  fome  gentlemen  of  property,  who,  in  the  early  part  ol 
heir  lives,  had,becn  imprudent,  and  had  brought  fome  incumbrance! 
jpon  their  eftates?  Would  fuch  perfons  like  that  thefc  thii^fhoolc' 
)e  difclofed?  And  yet  fuch  muft  be  the  cafe  under  the  provilionsol 
his  bin.  Many  individuals  might  have  expeflations  from  rich 
'clations,  which  cxpe^tions  would  be  all  difappointed,  when  th( 
lautioQS  per&n  came  to  fee  the  imprudence  of  the  objefl  of  his  in- 
ended  bounty  ;  for  rich  perfons  in  general  were  very  avcrfe  to  tht 
dea  of  leaving  tlicir  property  to  any  but  thofe  whom  they  thoughi 
*ould  take  great  care  of  it. 

His  learned  friend  had  faid,  that  the  office  of  the  perfon  who 
vas  to  make  the  inquiry  into  the  income,  was  a  refpedablc  office, 
ind  that  he  might  as  well  have  called  the  Attorney  and  Solicitoi 
General  fpies,  as  call  Ibis  perfon  a  fpy  ;  for  his  part,  he  expeflcd  his 
earned  friend,  the  Solicitor  General,  to  get  up  with  great  wannih, 
IB  being  compared  to  fuch  a  charaflcr  as  one  of  thcfc  (urveyors,  as 
hey  were  called ;  for,  by  this  the  learned  Solicitor  was  made  to  ap- 
pear, as  if  he  was  one  of  the  moft  contemptible  men  in  the  king- 
lom.  But  what  timilarity  was  there,  in  point  of  {»&,  between  the 
>olioitor  General  and  one  of  thefe  fpies — what  did  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
leral  know  of  the  property  of  any  individual  ?  His  office  was  abovt 
my  fnch  contemptible  inquiry.  He  caufed  men  to  be  brought  tc 
ultice  who  mifeondu'^ed  themfelvcs,  and  his  office  was  an  honour- 
ible  one ;  he  was  led  to  fay  thefe  things,  becjufe  the  office  of  theft 
nformcrs  had  been  treated  with  too  much  dignity  to-night.  Ht 
:ncw  how  the  cafe  flood  already,  with  regard  to  thofe  who  arc  em- 
iloyed  by  Government  to  examine  into  people's  fortunes:  they 
?cre  employed  by  Government  to  look  how  far  people  arc  accuratt 
n  the  payment  of  their  taxes,  and  whether  they  arc  fairly  alTelTed, 
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or  not.  Thefe  pcrfons  go  round  at  random,  and  furcharge,  without 
caring  what  they  do.  TTie  mUchief  of  this  was  in  many  cafes  mon- 
ftrous  ;  fbf  inftancc,  he  himfclf  livc^  160  miles  from  London'; 
fuppofe,  while  he  was  in  the  country,  he  was  unfairly  furchnrgcd  in 
London;  hefhould  have  no  remedy,  but  by  appeal  before  the  Com- 
iniilioners  in  London  ;  the  expencc  of  his  coming  to  town  to  obtain 
redrefs,  would  amount  to  more  than  the  fum  he  was  overcharged, 
and  thus  he  muft  fubmit  to  be  cheated,  for  he  had  no  adequate  re- 
medy for  the  evil.  If  this  bill  ever  went  into  a  Committee  (which 
he  hoped  it  would  not)  he  (hould  have  to  propofe  a  claufc  to  re- 
medy the  evil  of  which  he  had  been  fpeaking,  and  to  give  cofts  to 
any  party  who  (hall  be  furchar^ed  unfairly. 

Another  objection  he  iiad  to  this  meafure  was  of  a  conflitutional 
YiatDre.  The  genius  of  the  Conftitution  of  England  was,  that  a 
man'd  property  is  facred.  It  was  upon  the  ftrength  of  that  principle 
that  every  man's  houfe  was  called  his  caftle  in  this  country  :  it  was 
from  that  principle  that  the  excife  laws  had  always  been  held  fo 
odious  in  England.  If  excife  laws  were  odious  in  this  country, 
what  was  to  be  thought  of  the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe  f  An 
excifeman  came  to  a  man's  dwelling  to  fee  whether  he  had  taken 
into,  or  fent  out  of  his'  houfe,  feme  particular  articles,  without 
having  previoufly  paid  a  given  fum  to  the  revenue  ;  but  here  a  fpy 
comes,  not  only  into  the  houfe,  but  opens  the  cabinet  or  bureau  of 
every  man,  and  becomes  acquainted  with  all  his  mod  fecret  con- 
cerns. A  man  muft  (hew  to  this  fpy  his  bills,  his  notes,  his  bonds, 
and  all  his  fecurities.  This  was  monftrous,  but  the  Minifter  feemed 
to  take  this  as  if  there  was  to  be  a  remedy  for  it  ^  if  thet-e  was,  he 
(hould  try  to  find  it ;  at  prefent  he  knew  of  none.  He  knew  it 
would  be  faid  "  There  was  no  occaHon  to  difclofe,  unlefs  the 
{)arty  liked  it ;"  but  it  was  forgotten  that  the  CommiflTioners,  if  a 
man  did  not  difclofe  to  their  fatisfadion,  had  power  to  charge  him 
what  they  think  right;  and  by  the  proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Jui^icci 
If  a  man  was  called  upon  to  produce  his  books,  and  did  not  produce 
•  them,  every  prcfuhiption  was  to  be  againft  him  ;  fo  it  wuuid  be  in 
fhid  cafe,  bccaufe  it  could  not  be^'otherwife. 

He  knew  that  a  tax  on  income  had  the  appearance,  upon  a  glance 
at  it,  of  being  an  equal  tax  ;  but  to  try  this  for  a  monvrnt,  he  would 
alk,  what  fort  of  equality  there  was  between  ten  per  cent,  u^ori  in- 
come merely,  and  ten  per  cent,  upon  that  income  which  is  the  pro- 
duce of  a  capital  ?  For  inftancc,  let  us  fuppofe  a  gentleman  of 
6, cool,  a  year  With  two  daughters,  and  that  the  edate  goes  away 
at  his  death  to  fome  other  branch  in  favour  of  male  iflue,  what  docs 
Ibch  a  man  do  ?  he  faves  as  much  money  as  he  can  to  provide  fojc 
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is  daughters  at  his  death.  Now  fuppofc  another  pcrfon  of  the 
ime  income  exaflly,  but  whofc  cftatc  devolves  upon  his  children, 
f-hat  is  the  cafe  with  him-  i  why,  he  may  enjoy  (he  whole  of  hia 
ftatc  during  his  whole  life,  and  yet  leave  his  children  better  pro- 
idcd  than  the  other  who  faves  half  his  income  for  his  life,  and  yet 
hefe  two  perfons  being  of  the  fame  irtcomc  mud  pay  the  fame 
noney  under  this  bill,  viz.  6ool.  a  year  each. 

There  was  another  fpccics  of  property  which  was  of  a  peculiar 
lature,  he  meant  chat  which  belonged  to  a  church  eilabliHiment ; 
nd  whatever  he  might  wiHi  to  be  fettled,  if  we  had  to  b^in  again, 
le  could,  from  his  confcicnce  dccla'i:,  hchoped  in  God,  he  Should 
lot  wi(h  to, live  (o  fee  any  alterations  made  in  the  church-  He 
n»  a  friend  to  a  church  eftablilhmcnt ;  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
ilcrgy  were  very-  ferviceabic  to  every  community  where  they  were 
;nown,  for  they  inRrufled  the  mafs  of  the  people  in  their  duty.  He 
Fould  aik  any  man,  whether  any  perfon  having  a  thoufand  a  year 
n  the  church,  ought  to  pay  the  fame  fum  as  a  perfon  of  a  ihoufand 
year  landed  property  f  Befidcs  this,  he  ohjeScd  to  the  fcale  of 
luty.      It  was  faid,  that  men  may  reduce  their  ex pences,  in  order 

0  enable  them  to  pay  (Ms  impuil.     A  gentleman  of  only  i,oool. 

1  year  cannot  reduce.  He  then  read  fomc  calculations  that  were 
nade  by  very  able  calculators,  to  (hew  the  monftrous  inequality  of 
he  fcale,  as  it  now  Oood  in  the  bill,  which,  however,  might  be 
imcnded  in  the  Committee,  and  the  minifler  was  welcome  to  thefc 
alculations,  if  he  thought  they  could  be  of  ufe  to  him.  He  then 
>roceedcd  to  ftate  fome  more  general  objcifiions  to  this  meafure.  He 
nnlidered  a  tax  upon  income  as  a  tax  upon  induftry,  and  fuch  as 
vould  make  men  unwilling  to  labour.  They  would  argue  with 
hcmfelves  thus :  why  (hould  we  labour  when  government  runs 
iway  with  the  effeft  of  it  ?  Thi^  was  the  great  objcdion  that  had 
ilways  been  taken  to  tythes,  and  as  far  as  it  went,  it  was  certainly 
inanfwerable.  From  this  one  point,  if  there  were  none  other  againft 
[,  he  was  perfuadcd  that  this  bill  would  become  very  unpopular. 
•ie  did  not  wi(h  to  fay  much  upon  this  bill  now,  becaufe  if  it  went 
nto  a  Committee,  frequent  opportunities  would  occur  to  fay  more ; 
lut  he  did  not  fee  why  he  (hould  have  faid  lefs  than  he  did  ;  for 
ic  really  thought  the  mcafurc  extremely  dangerous,  inafmuch  as  it 
vould  check  the  vigour  and  energy  of  the  merchant  and  manu6u:- 
urcr.  There  was  an  author  who  had  made  great  noife  in  the 
rorld  {Mr.  Paine,)  who  was  profecuted  for  his  book,  part  of  which 
*as  brought  into  his  mind  by  the  bill  before  the  Houfe.  He  quoted 
hat  author  the  more  readily  as  he  dilTered  frorn  him  in  the  outline 
if  his  work,  and  therefore  was  the  Icfs  partial  to  any  thing  he~wrotc. 
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"  Wc  differ  a  little/*  faid  Mr.  Taylor,  *  for  he  happens  to  fike  a 
Republic,  and  I  deteft  it.  He  defpifes  a  church  eftablilhment,  and 
I  revere  it.  Thcfc  works,  however,  I  read  by  way  of  obtaining 
negative  inftrqflion.  They  (hew  me  what  I  am  to  avoid."  Here 
he  read  a  paflage  from  Mr.  Paine's  publication,  the  fubftance  of 
which  is,  that  Government  always  take  to  themfelves  all  the  pro- 
duce of  the  induftpy  of  the  people,  under  the  head  of  revenue,  &c. 
He  faid  that  this  bill  reminded  him  of  that  paflage.  He  obferved 
that  if  this  bill  was  fuppofed  to  affed^  chiefly  the  rich  gentlemen  in 
the  country,  it  was  a  miflake.  It  hurt  not  the  rich  man,  it  only 
made  him  retire  from  his  former  fltuation  of  fplendour ;  and  who 
fuflered  ?  not  him,  but  hundreds  of  the  induflrious  people  who  were 
employed  and  paid  for  their  trouble  in  attending  upon  or  working 
for  that  fplendour.  Better  far  would  be  a  tax  that  was  to  be  borne 
generally  by  all  clafles  of  people  in  the  community.  There  was 
one  thing  more  which  he  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  in  anfwcr  to 
his  learned  friend  who  had  preceded  him  in  this  debate.  It  had 
been  flated  as  if  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Tierney)  had  faid  that 
corporations  and  church  lands  fliould  be  laid  hold  of  for  the  flate. 
His  honourable  friend  had  faid  no  fuch  thin?.  He  had  faid  that  if 
any  property  was  to  be  made  a  facrifice,  that  might  be  facriflced 
with  the  refl  ;  but  that  he  hoped  none  would  be  facriflced.  He 
ihould  be  glad  to  hear  his  honourable  friend  explain  that  matter. 
He  concluded  with  obfcrving  that  he  had  taken  up  more  of  the 
time  of  the  Houfe  than  perhaps  he  ought,  but  he  was  compelled  to 
fay  the  things  he  did  becaufe  he  felt  them. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  the  manner  in  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down  had  fpoken  of  him, 
called  for  his  acknowledgement ;  but  he  could  by  no  means  concur 
in  the  arguments  he  had  ufed  againfl  the  bill.  If,  when  the  Lc- 
giflature  were  compelled  to  impofe  a  tax,  they  were  to  ,wait  until 
they  found  one  which  was  perfcflly  popular,  he  was  afraid  they 
would  wait  long  enough :  for  all  the  obfervation  which,  from  his 
fltuation,  he  had  been  led  to  make,  induced  him  to  believe  that 
mod  people  were  inclined  to  evade  the  payment  of  taxes.  He 
did  not  mean  to  fay  that  all  men  would  a6t  in  that  manner,  but  he 
believed  there  were  many  men  who  feemed  to  have  made  it  a  kind 
of  fyftem  to  think  there  was  no  harm  in  evading  the  payment  of 
public  taxes,  though  they  would  on  no  account  attempt  to  defraud 
a  private  creditor.  Tlie  honourable  gentleman  and  the  honourable 
Baronet  feemed  to  think  that  the  principle  of  the  mcafure  they  were 
then  difcuflTmg,  difl^ered  from  that  which  was  paffcd  laft  year,  viz. 
the  afl^jcflfed  taxes.     He  conceived   the  honourable  gentlemen  were 
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iflaken  in  their  opinion,  for  the  principle  of  the  two  meafure*  wa« 
c  f  imc,  though  the  mode  of  carrying  them  into  execution  wct« 
fFcicnt.  And  therefore,  «hcn  it  was  propofcd  to  repeal  the  Af- 
Ved-tJM  Bill,  and  ro  fubftltute  this  tnodc  of  colleflion,  the  prin- 
plc  was  jjrcfcrvfci,  ilmugli  the  means  were  altered,      A  great  dc'al 

whit  had  fallen  fn  tn  [he  honourable  gentleman  who  fpokc'laft, 
Utcd  princiiijUy  tu  the  caeA  this  tneafurc  would, haye  upon  coun- 
f  gentlemen  ;  but  it  af  ;it,ircd  to  him,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
an  hod  not  conlidercd  this  fulije^l  with  his  ufual  accuracy.  The 
lel^ion  W.1S  not  whether  there  fbould  be  a  tax,  but  how  a  given 
m  of  money  was  to  be  rnifcd  in  a  manner  the  motl  beneficial  to 
e  public,  ^nd  leaft  opprefiivc  to  individuals.  The  experience  of 
a  year  had  fully  proved  the  wifdom  of  raifing  a  conliderabic  part 

(lie  fupplics  wiihin  the  year.     The  honourable  Baronet,  who  was 

well  read  in  the  hiftory  of  Finance,  muft  know,  that  the  novelty, 
IS  the  imrcduflion  of  the  funding  fyftem,  and  not  the  raiGng  ihc 
pplies  within  the  year ;  he  mu{l  be  aware  that  formerly  the  flip- 
ies  were  always  raifed  within  the  year.  The  fyfiem  of  borrowing 
id  funding  certainly  afforded  greater  facilities,  but  ftill  it  ought  not 

be  carried  to  too  grear  an  extent.  It  feemed  to  be  jull  upon 
ery  principle,  that  we  ought  for  a  time  Eu  pay  more  than  ufual, 
ther  llun  to  throw  the  whole  burden  upon  pollcrily.  The  pro- 
iecy  of  adopting  the  principle  of  raifing  the  fupplie*,  or  at  leatl  a 
nlidcrable  part  of  them,  within  theycar,  having  been  judified  by 
pcricncc,  and  having  been  fo  often  approved  of  by  the  Houfc,  it 
IS  wholly  unneceCTary  for  him  to  fay  any  more  upon  that  pait  of 
e  fubjcdt.  The  principle  of  the  mearute  which  was  agreed  to  Ull 
ar  was  this,  that  a  tenth  part  of  the  income  of  every  pcrfon  Ihould 

contributed.  Tlicqucftion  that  occuncd  when  the  principle  was 
reed  to,  was,  How  that  tenth  part  was  to  be  afcetiained  i  It  was 
lagined  that  the  extent  of  a  man's  income  nnght  be  afcertained  by 
e  amount  of  his  taxes.     It  was  on  this  fuppoRiion  that  the  us 

lafl  year  was  adopted,  under  the  idea  that  it  would  produee  one- 
1th  of  the  general  income.  Wherever  the  operation  of  the  tax 
IS  fuch  as  to  take  more  than  one-tenth  from  any  individual,  then 
e  bill  pointed  out  the  means  by  which  he  might  obtain  relief  ^ 
lerever  it  touk  lefs  than  one-tenth,  then  it  was  fo  far  defedive. 
it  in  thufe  cafes,  where  ihc  affeffed  Uxcs  did  not  take  one-tenth, 
fn  the  individual  had  the  means  of  makii^  up  the  deficiency  by 
luntary  contributions,  and  many  petfons  had  adopted  that  mode 

paying  the  deficiency.  Every  pcribn  was  not,  however,  quite  fo 
eral ;  for  he  was  forry  to  fay,  that  many  men  had  taken  ver^ 
proper  means  to  evade  the  payment  of  the  tax. 
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This  circumftanee  led  to  a  revifion  of  the  meafurc,  and  it  be* 
came  neceflfary  to  endeavour  to  find  out  fome  plan  by  which  thefe 
inconveniences  might  be  avoided,  and  the  tax  co11e6led  in  a  more 
equal  way,  that  is  to  fay,  of  finding  out  fome  means  of  afcertaining 
the  tepth  of  every  man's  income,  amounting  to'  200I.  and  upwards. 
He  was  perfedly  aware  that  the  p)an  which  was  then  before  the 
Houfe,  would  not,  in  every  individual  inftance,  produce  the  tenth 
of  a  man's  income.  It  was  impoffible  to  fuggeft  any  plan  which 
would  not,  in  fome  inftances,  be  liable  to  evaiion.  But  if  they 
could  not  obtain  perfed  equality,  they  ought,  at  leaft,  to  adopt  fuch 
meafures  as  feemed  the  mod  liicely  to  produce  that  eifed.  This 
was  the  objedl  of  the  prefent  bill,  viz.  to  give  effed  to  the  principle 
of  the  meafure  c^  laft  year.  With  refped  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  related  to  the  gradations  of  income,  the  honourable  gentle-* 
man's  calculations  feemcd  to  be  particularly  inaccurate,  and  inap* 
plicable.  The  obje^  of  the  bill  was  to  give  relief  to  perfons  pof-« 
feifing  incomes  of  lefs  than  200I.  a  year,  in  proportion  to  their 
income ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  feemcd  to  think,  that 
from  60L  up  to  200I.  per  annum,  a  man  ought  to  pay  in  the  fame 
proportion  as  he  paid  at  60I.,  which  would  be  extitmely  unjuft.— ^ 
The  principle  of  the  meafure  of  laft  year  had  been  approved  of  by 
the  Houfe,  and  had  been  fan£iioned  by  experience!  and  he  was  con- 
fident the  Houfe  viiouldr  not  now  think  right  to  alter  their  c^pinion* 

The  honourable  Baronet  had  made  fome  obfervations  gpoo'taxa' 
tion  of  capital,  and  uxation  of  income,  and  feemed  to  be  of  opi*^ 
Dton,  that  capital  ought  to  be  taxed  as  well  as  income.  He  was 
furprized  to  find  that  the  honourable  Baronet  was  an  advocate  fbr 
taxing'  capital,  becauCb  it  feemcd  to  be  an  opinion  almofi  aniver- 
fally  agreed  to*  that  income,  aad  not  capital,  was  the  proper  obje£k 
of  taxatis>iK  It  was  upon  this  principle  that  mod  of  our  taxes  were 
founded*  What  were  the  land  tax,  the  county  rates,  the  rates  for 
Uuildrng  bridges,  the  poor  rates,  &c«  but  taxes  upon  income.  Taxes 
upon  capital  had  beea  attempted,,  but  it  was  found  that  they  pro- 
duced great  ineqjuality.  In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
AnaCf,  there  was  an  attempt  made  ta  tax  capital,  by  a  meafure 
which,  except  that  it  applied  to  capital  as  well  as  to  income,  was,  in 
rnaoy  reipcSs,  like  the  prefent  one  :  the  provifions  of  that  a£l  were 
infinUely  more  objediunabte  than  thofcof  the  prefent  meafure ;  but 
it  never  was  fuggcilcd  at  that  period  thai  they  were  unconfiitu* 
tional.  It  certainly  inas  found  that  they  were  not  efiedlual,  as  far 
as  they  related  to  capital ;  but  as  far  as  they  related  to  income,  they 
proved  to  be  c^dtual :  the  refult  was,  that  the  tax,  as  far  as  it  af- 
icStciji  capital)^  was  gWcAi  u]j ;  ]>\it^  with  re^pe£i  to  income,  it  was 
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:6.  It  muft  be  obvious  to  the  Houfe,  that  an  attempt  to  tax 
I,  with  relpeft  to  land,  would  be  wholly  impraaieablc.  How 
it  be  poflihlc  for  commifTioners  to  examine  into  the  various 
of  cftares  and  the  Hiflbrrnt  intcrefts  which  diFcrent  people 
have  in  the  land  ?  Hnw  could  they  diftint-iiifh  between  fettled 
nfettkd  eftates  r  If  they  were  to  tax  the  tenant  for  life  ac- 
g  to  his  intercft,  then  the  revcrfioners  would  not  be  taxed  zt 
In  many  cafes,  thofe  who  leaft  deferved  it  would  be  moft  fa- 
1  i  and  <Mi  the  other  hand,  thofe  who  had  the  greateft  title  to 
cnce  would  receive  the  Icaft.  A  man  who  married  a  woman 
jt  a  fortune,  would  be  taxed  in  a  greater  degree  than  a  man 
fame  fortune  who  married  a  lady  of  large  fortune.  It  was 
3Tcobvious,'  that  to  attempt  to  lax  the  capital  of  land  would 
the  firft  place,  nearly  impraflicahle  ;  or,  if  it  could  be  ef- 
,  would  be  produdtivc  of  the  greiteft  inequalities.  But  if  the 
pie  of  taxing  capital  was  applied  to  money,  the  inequality 
be  much  greater,  becaufc  the  value  of  money  depended,  in 
'  great  degree,  upon  the  mode'  in  which  it  was  employed,  A 
F  money  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  might  be  inRnitcIy  more 
>lc  than  an  equal  fum  in  the  hands  of  another.  There  were 
lerahic  modes  of  employing  money  for  the  advantage  of  the 
;  much  depended  upon  the  (kill,  the  induftry,  and  the  perfe- 
:e  of  the  perfon  who  employed  it.  But  "a  tax  upon  capital 
tnake  no  fuch  diftiniSions ;  and  two  perfons  pofleffing  the 
urn,  maH  pay  the  fame  tax,  though  the  value  of  the  capital 
be  five  times  greater  to  one  than  to  the  other.  He  did  not 
to  fay  that  a  t,ix  upon  income  was,  in  every  inflance,  free 
:herc  objeflions.  He  knew  that  it  was  not  poffible  to  devife 
ode  of  taxation  which  (hould  operate  equally  upon  all.  But 
lught  that  a  tax  which  would  take,  as  nearly  as  poflible,  the 
miportion  of  income  from  all,  would  be  the  moft  equal,  and 
uently  the  moll  defirable  one  that  could  be  impofed.  One 
advantage  ariling  from  this  mode  of  taxation  was,  that  that 
was  raifed  came  into  the  public  cot^r,  and  had  not  the  cfl^ 
Jog  the  price  of  any  article  of  confumption.  It  was  not  a 
:  tax,  as  many  taxes  which  were  laid  upon  articles  of  con- 
on  certainly  were.  When  a  tax  was  laid  upon  any  article, 
ler  of  that  article  not  only  incrcafed  the  price  of  that  article 
ir^  to  ihe  amount  of  the  tax,  but  in  general  advanced  it 
:rably  upon  the  eonfumcr.  There  certainly  could  be  no  mode 
ing  money  more  economically  to  the  Public  than  the'  prefent, 
c  Ihe  fum  that  was  raifed  went  immediately  into  the  Public 
iry,  and  no  more  was  raifed  for  tht  advantage  of  individuals. 
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Perfons  who  had  only  life  interefts  in  eftatcts  felt  a  tax  upon  articles 
of  confumption  in  a  much  grejiter  degree  than  others,  becaufe  they^ 
were  articles  which  they  could  not  in  general  difpenfe  with :  and 
therefore  an  argument  which  was  very  often  ufed  was  not  ju(^,  be- 
caufe  though  it  might  be  faid  that  a  man's  expenditure  was  volun-* 
tar}%  yet  if  he  did  IciTen  his  expenditure  to  any  great  degree,  he 
mud  not  only  do  that  which  was  dated  as   likely  to  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  prefent  bill,  viz.  defccnd  from  the  rank  he  had  been 
accudomed  to  hpld  in  lifc^  but  he  mud  alfo  deprive  himfelf  of  fome 
gf  the  comforts  of  life.     Another  objection   to  this  meafure  wak» 
that  admitting  the  propriety  of  the  principle  of  ratling  a  part  of  the 
fupplies  within  the  year,  ftill  the  means  of  carrying  it  into' execution 
were  objcdlionablc.     In  the  fird  place,  he  begged  to  obferve,  that 
with  rcfpcd  to  any  of  tb.e  provifions  of  the  bill,  they  were  open  to 
alteration  in  the  Committee.     If  gentlemen  would  coniider  the 
fubjc(fl  with  that  coolnefs  and  deliberation  which  a  fubjedl  of  this 
importance  dcferved,  they  would  Bnd  that  it  would  be  an  extremely 
difficult  tafk  to  difcover  other  means  by  which  the  fame  beneficial 
eiFeds  could  be  produced  with  as  little  inconvenience.     He  widied' 
to  aflc  gentlemen  to  date  fairly,  what  would  be  the  refiilt  of  this 
meafure  i     The  Commidioners  who  were  to  ad)  under  this  bill  had 
been  defcribcd  in  the  mod  invidious  manner.     Suppofe  for  a  mo» 
inent  that  all   the  inhabitants  of  a   pari(h  were  alfemblcd  for  the 
purpofc  of  laying  a  certain  tax  upon  themfelves,  he  wiftied  to  know* 
whether  the  perfons  who  were  to  adt  as  Commidioners  under  this 
bill  were  not  the  perfons   who  would  be  the  mod  likely  to  be 
chofen  to  adefs  each  man's  proportion  of  the  tax  ?     He  was  very 
far  from  contending  that  the  bill  was  perfect  in  all  its  parts,  or  that 
no  modification  ought  to  be  adopted.      But  if  it  was  admitted  that 
it  was  ncced*ary  to  raife  a  laige  part  of  the  fupplies  within  the  year, 
and  if  the   plan   now  propofed  was  the  mod  efficacious  and  the 
cheaped  mode  of  raidng  thofe  fupplies,    then  he  conceived,  that 
whatever  objcdions  gentlemen  might  have  to  particular  regulations, 
they  could  not  with  any  cuniiderKy  oppofe  going  into  a  Committee, 
in  which  their  objcdiions  might  be  obviated.     Another  argument 
ufed  againd  this  bill  was,  that  the  people  could  not  bear  the  tax  ; 
but  the  experience  of  lad  year  had  proved  that  this  obfervation  was 
not  corredi,  becaufe  under  the  operation  of  the  Afioiredtax  bill,  it 
happened  in  a  great  many  indances  that  country  gentlemen  .paid  a 
full  tenth,  and  in  fome,  more  than  a  tenth  of  their  income,  and  this 
they  had  not  only  done,  but  done  with  great  chearfuincfs.     The 
tEk&  of  this  bill  would  be  fa  far  from  an  oppredive  meafure  to 
this  clafs  of  perfons,  that  it  would  be  to  a  great  degree  a  relief  to 
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them  in  a  great  imny  inibnces.  There  were  many  who,  at  he  had 
^d  before,  by  voluntary  contribution,  had  taxed  themlclvcs  up  to 
the  extent  nhich  the  Affelled  Taxts  were  intended  to  <^Tate,  viz. 
one-tenth.  That  a  gnat  many  pcribiis  had  found  means  to  evade 
the  payment  of  that  lax,  he  was  forty  to  fiyhc  coutd  not  deny ;  and 
it  wat  equally  (Tuc,  that  tbof«  who  had  cfcaped  were  not  in  general 
the  perfons  who  were  the  leaft  aHc  to  pay  it.  He  fpokc  from  his 
own  obfcrvation  when  he  faid,  dial  he  had  every  reafun  to  bcliere 
that  that  tax  was  in  general  paid  without  great  inconvenience,  even 
by  thofc  who,  fronv  tbeir  lituation,  hefhould  have  thought  the  leaft 
able  to  bear  it ;  and  it  gave  him  great  fatisfa£lion  to  flate,  that  many 
of  thufe  perfons  under  this  bill  would  not  be  ca1)ed  upon  to  paf  fo 
much.  Thefe  wete  the  grounds  upon  which  he  (hould  fupport 
this  bill.  He  had  heard  nothii^  from  the  gentlemen  on  thcothcr 
fide  of  the  Houfe  which  in  any  degree  altered  his  opinion  ;  he 
therefore  fhould  give  his  vote  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  rofc  to  give  his  entire  affent  to  the  principle 
on  which  this  mode  of  taxation  was  founded.  In  contiderii^  the 
propriety  of  agreeing  to  this,  or  any  other  mode  of  taxation,  it  was 
givrXp  ncceflary  to  bear  in  mind  the  nature  of  the  conteft  in  which 
we  were  at  ptdcnt  engaged,  and  the  important  objefls  for  which  we 
were  contending.  It  was  a  circumllanee  which  contributed  much 
to  the  happincfs  and  profperity  of  this  country, '  that  all  the  links  in 
the  chain  of  its  focicty  ran  raturally  the  one  into  the  other ;  that  it 
was  impofliblc  to  mark  where  one  rank  of  focicty  began,  and  where 
another  ended,  they  were  all  fo  blended  together ;  and  it  was  upon 
this  principle  that  he  Itad  found  fault  widt  the  mcafure  of  laft  year, 
becaufe  there  were  many  people  whdly  exempted  from  its  operatbn. 
It  was  highly  unjuft  to  fay,  that  otk  fet  of  men  fliall  pay  a  tax  be- 
caufe their  property  is  of  a  certaiirdefcription,  and  atxithcr  (hall  not. 
The  moR  valuable  property  that  man  could  have  was  enjoyed  equally 
by  all  the  fubjefis  of  this  empire,  and  that  was  the  advantage  of  the 
British  Cotinitution,  the  proteSwn  of  his  property,  his  liberty,  and 
•very  thing' that  was  dear  to  him.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  the  lead 
valuable  part  of  a  man's  property^  was  that  which  he  carried  in  his 
pocket:  where,  thereforc,air  were  concerned,  all  (hould  come  within 
the  reach  of  the  tax.  This  was  the  effect  of  this  tax,  and  therefore  he 
Ibould  give  it  his  nloft  hearty  a(Ti;nt ;  aiKl  unlcfs  thofe  who  oppofed 
it  would  (hcwhim  very  (Irong  grounds  indeed,  he  (hould  not  change 
Us  opinion.  The  honourable  gentletnan  h^d  (tated,  that  in  con- 
fidering  this  bill  they  ought  not  to  take  into  their  view  any  extra- 
neous ciicumftances,  and  that  in  that  point  of  view  the  da'ngcts  of 
French  princii^es  bad  nothing  to  do  with  this  dificuITion. 


TiuB  was  a  propofltion  to  which  he  could  by  no  means  accede. 
It  .ilxined  Co  him  the  tooA  obvious  thing  in  the  world,  that  wheh  a 
run  was  cfillcd  upon  to  pay  money,  he  had  not  only  a  right  to  afk. 
how  h€  was  to  pay,  bat  why  he  was  to  pay  it ;  and  furely  a  more 
fatlsfaSory  tcafon  for  paying  money  could  not  be  given^  than  that 
it  was  Co  preferve  the  country  from  all  the  horrors  which  followed 
tbofe  puDcifrfes.  But  it  was  urged,  in  oppofition  to  this  meafure, 
Aat  it  would  have  been  better  to  adhere  to  the  funding  fyOem.  Be- 
lore  this  c^union  was  implicitly  adopted',  it  (hould  be  recollcdled 
that  we  were  a  commercial  people,  and  that  gr^at  care  (hould  be 
CxdLen  that  our  wealth  fiiould  not  be  diverted  from  our  commerce, 
to  which  we  owed  allx)ur  greatnefs,^  into  qther  channels.  Now,  the 
natural  confequence  of  pufhingthe  funding  fyi^em  to  an  extreme, 
would  be  to  raife  the  intereft  of  money  to  a  degree  that  would  be 
tdttremely  dangerous,  becaufe  if  men  could  get  an  extravagant  in- 
tereft fbr  money,  without  expofing  It  to  the  rifles  of  commerce,  they 
Would  be  much  inclined  to  lay  out  their  money  at  intereft,  and  thus 
all  commercial  enterprizc  would  be  checked.  If  then  thefe  incon- 
Vjeoiences  would  arifc  from  pufliing  the  funding  fyftcm  to  an  ex- 
•treme,  it  certainly  was  good  policy  to  ycfort  to  another  mode  of 
raifing  money.  But  one  of  the  ftrongeft  obje^ions  urged  by  an  ho- 
nourable Baronet  againft  this  meafure  was,  that  it  would  compel  a 
,dHclorfure  of  every  man's  private  affairs.  He  was  by  no  means  in- 
clined to  confider  this  in  the  point  of  view  in  which  it  ftruck  the 
4)onourable  Baronet.  In  the  Weft  Indies,  and  in  many  parts  of 
America,  a  man  could  not  have  a  bond  ot  note  without  irs  being 
xegiftered,  and  confequently  to  a  certain  degree  difclofing  his  pro- 
ipercy ;  and  yet  he  did  not  know  that  it  ever  was  confidercd  as  an 
inconvenience,  or  had  ever  produced  any  prejudicial  efttdls. 

He  begged  to  take  this  opportunity  for  one,  of  returning  his  moft 
fincere  thanks  to  His 'Majefty's  Minifters,   for  the  great  vigilance 
and  attoitjon  they  had  (hewn  in  the  proted^ion  of  the  Weil-India 
Iflands.     Th6  effeA  of  that  vigilance  was,    that  thofe  poffelTions   - 
410W  enjoyed  all  the  benefits  of  the  moft  profound  tranquillity.     He 
^was  alfo  happy  to  fay,  that  one  of  the  iilands  which  had  been  ovcr- 
xon  iqrthe  enemy,  was  now  in  as  profpcrous  a  (ituation  as  if  no  fuch 
4itfaftrou8  event  had  ever  taken  place.      Another  objediqn  which 
iiad.been  pr^ed  againft  this  bill  was,  that  it  invefted  the  perfons  * 
,who  were  to  coUedl  the  tax  with  inquifitorial  power ;  but  this  ob- 
Jedion  did  not  appear  to  him  more  valid  than  the  others  ;  becaufe, 
■If  every  man  was  allowed  to  give  in  a  llatcmentof  his  property  juft 
as  he   pleafed,  and  no  perfon  to  inquire  into  the  accuracy  of  the 
^bteifient,  the  confequence  would  very  obvioufly  be,  that  vay  little 
Vol.  VI L  .LI  j^ 
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money  would  be  raifed*  If  it  was  left  to  the  honour  of  evety  man 
to  tax  himfelfi  every  profligate  man  9«rould  certainly  pay  nothing. 
He  by  no  means  faw  how  this  inquiry  could  be  fo  painful  to  a 
man's  feelings.  Who  were  the  perfons  by  whom  the  inquiry  was 
to  be  made  ?  Why  juft  by  that  defcription  of  perfons  to  whom 
every  man  voluntarily  fubmitted  the  inveftigation  of  qucftions  re- 
fpeAing  his  property  and  his  life.  If  then  they  were  perfons  of  a 
charaAcr  fit  to  be  truAed  with  fuch  important  concerns  as  pn^erty 
and  life,  upon  what  ground  could  any  man  be  afraid  of  being  in- 
jured and  opprefled  by  their  prejudices.  If  he  was  inclined  to 
fufpeifl  them  capable  of  being  aduated  by  prejudice^  it  would  be  by 
a  prejudice  on  the  other  (ide,  for  it  was  more  likely  that  they  fliould 
feel  a  bias  in  favour  of  thofe  among  whom  they  livedo  and  with 
whom  they  were  intimate^  than  for  Government. 

The  fad  was,  that  it  was  necelTar}'  to  raife  a  very  contiderable 
tax,  and  to  eSe6t  that  object  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  have  re- 
courfe, toa certain  extent,  to  coercive  meafures.  If  they  did  not 
adopt  them,  then  they  would  leave  the  payment  of  the  tax  wholly 
in  every  man*s  chbice,  and  the  confequence  would  be  very  obvious. 
If  then  it  was  neceflary  to  raife  a  large  fum  of  money,'  and  that  co- 
ercive means  were  alfo  necelfary,  then  the  only  remaining  queftion 
was,  whether  the  means  now  propofed  were  not  the  beft  that  could 
be  fuggeOed  ?  If  any  gentleman  could  point  out  any  body  of  n^en 
better  calculated  to  infpef):  into  this  buiinefs,  and  lefs  liable  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  improper  motives,  he  might  propofe  it  in  the  Com- 
mittee. But  as  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  it  (hould  have  his  en- 
tire fupport,  becaufe  he  was  convinced  that  we  had  now  arrived  at 
the  true  principle  of  taxation,  in  which  all  perfons  were  called  upon 
to  contribute  in  proportion  to  their  means,  at  lead  as  far  as  tbofe 
means  could  be  afcertained. 

Mr.  ELLISON  faid,  that  when  the  honourable  gentleman  op- 
pofite  to  him  (Mr.  Taylor)  began  his  fpeech,  he  requefled  the 
Houfe  to  drive  from  their  recolledlion  all  that  they  heard  about 
French  principle%  becaufe  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  fubjed, 
which  he  contended  ought  to  be  decided  upon  its  own  merits,  with- 
out a  reference  to  any  extraneous  fubjefls.  This  was  a  requeft  he 
could  not  comply  with  ;  nothing  could  efl[ace  thefe  imprefBons  from 
his  mind.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  the  tongue  of  Men 
and  of  Angels,  he  could  not  take  from  his  mind,  or  from  his  heart, 
the  impreffion  that  had  been  made  upon  them  t)y  the  dreadful  tSk&s 
of  French  principles.  He  was  happy  to  fay^  that  it  was  not  only 
the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  but  their  conftituents,  who  had  al(b 
felt  the  danger  of  thofe  principles.     They  now  felt  unanimoufly 
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what  they  owed  to  thcmfdvcSy  to  thdr  King,  to  their  Countryy  and 
to  pofterity.     He  had  heard  the  Majority  of  that  Uoufe  termed  a 
I^berticide  Majority,  becaufei  under  the  prcflure  of  a  mod  important 
criiis,  they  had  taken  ftrong  and  efitdtual  meafures  for  the  ultinriate 
fecurity  of  genuine  Liberty.  They  had  fucceeded  in  their  efR)rts»  and 
be  now  hoped  the  time  was  not  far  diftant  when  they  would  in  tran* 
quillity  enjoy  the  happy  confequences  of  their  efforts.     The  honour- 
able gentleman  faid,  that  his  objedion  was  to  the  principle  of  the 
billy  which  could  not  be  cured  in  a  Committee :  he  was  furprtfed» 
after  that  declaration,  to  hear  <he  honourable  gentleman  exprefs  his 
intention  of  attending  the  Committee.^     The  principle  of  this  mea- 
fure  appeared  to  him  exactly  the  fame  as  that  of  laftyear  ;  but  he 
liked  the  means  now  adopted  for  carrying  that  principle  into  efiedk. 
infinitely  better  than  the  criterion  of  aflefled  taxes.     He  begged  the 
Houfe  to  recoUe6ty  that  laft  year  he  had  given  his  entire  approba* 
rionto  the  principle,  though  he  then  exprefled  his  opinion  that  the 
means  of  enforcing  it^would  be  found  to  be  defedive.    He  did  not 
mean  to  fay  that  the  plan  now  propofed  was  abfolutely  perfeA,  and 
would  operate  with  perfe£l  equality  in  every  inftance  ;  but  he  be- 
lieved It  reached  as  nearly  to  equality  as  poffible.     The  reafon  why 
he  fo  Arongly  fupported  this  meafure  was,  becaufe  it  would  effe^ 
that  which  he  was  anxious  for,  namely,  that  every  man  (hould  pay 
alike,  becaufe  every  man  was  equally  jnterefted.     They  knew  they 
were  all  Engliflimen,   and  they  knew  how  much  they  were  inte- 
reftcd  in  proteding  their  rights,  and  repelling  the  common  enemy. 
Gentlemen  had  talked  of  this  as  a  new  and  unheard-of  meafure, 
and  that  we  ought  to  adhere  to  the  funding  fyftem.     He  by  no 
means  confidered  this  a  new  nibafure  ;  and  as  to  the  funding  fyf- 
tem,  it  furely  was  right  not  to  pufli  it  to  an  extreme,  but  tp  adopt 
other  itoeafures  in  time.     He  thought  the  Minifters  of  this  country 
entitled  to  their  thanks ;  they  had  met  uncommon  dangers  with  un- 
common fortitude,  by  meeting  dangers  half  way ;  they  had  got  the 
vantage  ground,  and  had  faved  the  country.     They  had  aded 
with  wifdom  and  with  vigour  ;  they  had  not  put  off  till  to> morrow 
that  which  they  could  do  to-day.     He  had  witnefled  the  (hong 
fpirit  difplayed  bv  all  clafles  and  defcriptions  of  people ;  he  had 
witncfled  the  gallantry  of  our  failors,  and  of  every  dcfcription  of  our 
forces  ;  and  he  was  led  to  hope  we  (hould  foon  arrive  at  the  haven 
of  peace,  which  we  all  fo  much  de(ired.     He  admitted  there  were 
many  things  in  this  bill  which  might  require  fome  nKxlification  ;  but 
that  was  a  fubjedk  fit  only  for  the  con(ideration  of  the  Committee- 
He  would  not  detain  the  Houfe  any  longer,  except  merely  to  an- 
fwer  an  obfervation  which  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  gentle-  ' 
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nrran  cm  the  ofher  fide  of  the  Houft.  The  hononrable  gerrflaffiM 
had  talked  of  this  as  a  meafure  of  requifition :  whatt  analogj^  there 
was  between  the  tax  and  a  requiiitton,  he  could  not  concerve.  No 
Minlfter  in  this  country  would  ever  dare  to  attempt  a  reqoiiitibh. 
But  it  feemed  to  him  rather  extraordinary,  that  a  meafure  to  which 
the  people  gave  their  aflent  by  means  of  their  r^pref^tativcvy 
could  be  for  a  moment  compared  with  a  lawlefs  requifition/ 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  did  not  rife  to  oppofc  the  objea  M 
the  bill-^it  called  for  the  fupplies  which  the  exigencr&t  of  the  ftat€r 
made  it  necefifary  to  raife  within  the  year,  am)  to  this  be  woidd  noe 
obje^  ;  neither  did  he  object  to  a  fimiiar  plan  propofed  laft  year, 
and  this  condu3  he  was  induced  to  adopt,  not  merely  ttt  provide  foi' 
dur  temporary  fafety,  but  more  particularly  for  the  permnnelit  pre- 
fervation  of  our  finances.     He  was  not^  however,  without  his  ob- 
je£)ions  tofeveral  parts  of  the  plan — it  was  as  liable  to  evafTdn^  atid 
even  more  fo,  than  that  of  lad  year.     He  efpecially  obferted  the 
tenor  of  the  bill  with  refpedt  to  commercial  ofcgeds,  and  there  her 
was  convinced  it  would  be  evaded,  and  frauds  comfmitted  beyond 
any  thing  it  was  poflfible  to  conceive.     A  learned  gentleman  (the 
Solicitor  General)  had  made  fonie.  diflindtion  between  a  tax  upon 
income  and  a  tnx  upon  capi,tal.      With  regard  to  thit  on  income, 
he  feemed  to  think  there  could  be  no  evafion-^in  (bme  meafure  tiie 
learned  gentleman  might  be  right ;  but  with  regard  to  trade,  he 
mod  certainly  was  in  the  wrong,  for  in  commerce  the  bill  would 
be  liable  to  evafions  and  frauds  without  end :  there  would  be  marrr 
who  would  try  ta  evade,  and  thofe  who  could,  moft  probably  would. 
A  man  may  have  a  large  income  in  trade,  yet  his  property  cannot 
be  afeertained ;  even  could  it  be  come  at,  there  ztc  occafions  where 
it  ftiould  not  be  touched.     There  was  nothing  that  fhould  have  a 
ftronger  claim  on  the  protedlion  of  Govcrnrtient,  than  creative  ta- 
lents in  mercantile  purfiiits  ;  here  exertion  (hould  be  anxioufly  faf- 
tered.     Where  induOry  is  engaged  in  accumulating  property^  it 
ihould  be  encouraged,  not  cramped  nor  difpirit^.    The  induftrious 
and  enterprizing  fhould  be  prote(5ted  ;  at  leaA  he  (hould  tvox  be  mo- 
lefted  white  engaged  in  producing  a  capital — when  it  is  prodticed, 
let  it  then  be  taxed  ;  but  while  he  is  engaged  in  the,  purfuit,  no 
furveyor,   no  infpeftor  (hould  pry  into  his  affairs  ;  but  when  he 
creates  a  capital,   then  it  may  be  liable  to  taxation.     Again,  it  is 
faid  to  be  proved  in  the  bill,  that  when  a  merchant  is  examined 
upon  oath,  ^e  is  not  to  be  obliged  to  produce  his  books.       If,  how- 
ever, he  is  furcharged,  can  he  avoid  paying  the  furcharge  unlefs  he 
produces  his  books  P     Indeed,  if  thb  merchant  is  difpofed  to  con- 
ceal his  property,  the  Commiflioner^  might  puzzle  tbomfelv4$  fof 
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Bat  mbnthiB,  nkjr  ibr  HfAvty  and  AHt  itot  be  abte  lb  come  at  his  in- 
come. In  every^  mercantile  account  or  operaltiony  when  there  ia 
^(tton  of  6h>fing  it,  it  gi&neraHjr  receives  the  fouch  of  the  differing; 
hami  of  the  maAdf.  Soine  portmn  is  put  to  profit-- anothiir  to  ex«- 
pnditQrc  ;  Kut,  under  the  operation*  of  this  bil]>  the  difledling  hand 
of  the  rnafter  ifrill  not  appear  at  M — there  will  be  nothing  carried 
to  profit,  and  this  may  prove  of  ferious  confequence.  But  the  manu- 
ia^urihg  and  trading  part  of  the  community  will  be  able  to  evadie 
the  biil  ftill  more  elFcdtual'ly :  as  tl<^etr  proper^  is  generally  in 
ftock,  the  hianufadlurera,  &c.  will  be  induced  to  undervalue  if,  and 
thus  avoid  the  tax  altogether.  From  what  had  pafTed  at  the  Bank 
yefterday,  he  was  induced  to  put  the  following  queflion  :—  Arc  divi- 
dends liable  to  be  taxed,  or  only  the  profits  upon  dividends?  What 
tliei^,  in  either  cafe,  is  to  becomeof  the  profits  of  corporate  bodies? 
Indeed  the  diflkrulty  k\  thefe  cafes  amounts  td  an  impoflibility. 
The  idea  of  this  meafure  feems  to  have  been  b6t:r6wed  from  the 
Dutch.  But  to  Holland  it  might  occafion  no  injury  ;  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Dutch  is  far  different  from  that  of  the  people  of  this 
ootmtry  ;  there  the  meafure  was  nbt  accompanied  with  an  oath. 
Here,  he  was  forry  to  fay,  that  a  merchant,  from  the  nature  of  his 
bofinefe,  was  often  obliged  to  take  more  oaths  in  a  week,  than  a 
Dutchman  ever  took  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  Irfe.  He  did  not 
fay  this  by  way  of  throwing  any  reflexion  upon  the  morality  and 
integrity  of  our  mevehants,  but  merely  to  fhew  the  many  difScAii- 
ties  to  which  they  were  expofed.  Thefe  were  the  grounds  which 
made  him  diflike  the  meafure,  and  augur  ill  for  its  fuccefs. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  complained  of  the  indecent  preci- 
pitation with  which  the  Minifter  feemed  to  hurry  a  meafure  of  fuch 
/  importance  through  the  Houfe.  Only  four  or  five  days  were  to 
be  allotted  to  the  difcuf&on  of  a  fubjed  In  hs  nature  fo  intricate  a/id 
multifarious  ;  but  this  was  the  leaft  of  his  6bje£lion$.  Weref  ft  the 
objedt  of  the  mssLfytt  merely  to  raifo  ten  millions  wiAii n  the  ^dar , 
as  far  as  that  Wsts  its  objeA  he  was  r^ady  to  agree  to  it  with  his  ho- 
nourable friend^  the  wonhy  Bamfiet,  Sir  Francis  Baring.  H\i  ob- 
jedions  did  not  lie  againO  the  fum  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  had  fd  far 
his  approbation,  ahd  l()  far  he  thought  it  a  wife  plan.  Thus,  if  a 
bill  was  brought  into  Parliamefit  for  making  aH  men  wife  and  good, 
no  perfon,  he  believed,  would  objc<5t  to  the  principle  of  it,  but  if  it 
was  provided  in  (he  bDI  to  hatig  every  man  whom  a  furveyor  ihoiM 
pleafe  to  think  a  knave,  then  it  would  be  r^afded  as  abfurd  and 
impradicable,  as  h*.ngifig  every  fifth  mait  in  order  to  render  alt  nffen 
'  wife  arid  good.  Btft  it  is  afferted,  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  is 
the  fame  as  that  trf  the  alftifed  taxe^  laH  year  ;  as  far  as  it  goes  to 


262  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commoms. 

raife  a  certain  portion  of  the  fuppKes  within  the  year,  undoubtedly 
the  principle  is  the  fame ;  as  it  relates,  however  to  the  criterion  |]^ 
which  the  means  of  contributing  are  to  be  afcertained,  it  differs 
widely  from  that  of  lad  year ;  the  criterion  eftablilbed  lafi  year  was 
a  voluntary  criterion  ;  a  man  might  think  himfelf  able  to  fpend  a 
certain  fum  of  money,  but  his  expenditure  was  at  his  option  ;  but 
his  income  cannot  be  faid  to  be  voluntary  criterion  ;  over  it  he  has 
no  control.     An  honourable  gentleman  has  (aid  we  (hould  all  put  a 
hand  to, the  plough,  and  free  the  bill  from  all  its  inconveniences  ; 
but  he  would  aik  that  honourable  gentleman  whether,  if  he  thou^t 
the  bill  unconAitutionaly  unjufl,  oppreflive  and  cruel,  he  might  alfo 
add  fraudulent,  would*  he  then  afTift  in  forcing  it  on  the  Houfe  and 
the  Nation  ?  Such  was  his  opinion  of  the  bill  \  he  could  not  there- 
fore put  a  hand  to  the  plough.     He  would  alfo  aik  the  iupporters 
of  the  bill,  upon  what  principle  of  political  economy  could  they 
pronounce  that  meafure  to  be  wife,  honeft,  politic  ahd  jufi,  which 
vrould  impofe  an  equal  tax  upon  indolence  and  induftiy  ?     But  this 
the  prefent  bill  goes  diredlly  to  do  ;  if  the  contrary  could  be  proved, 
his  firft  and  principal  objection  to  the  meafure  would  be  done  away; 
if  not,  the  objedion  to '  him  was  infuperable.     One  man,  for  in^ 
ftance,  m^  draw  a  dividend  from  the  funds  of  500I.  per  annum, 
the  whole  of  which  he  has  acquired  by  the  exertions  of  his  induftry ; 
while  the  other  enjoys  the  fame  fum  without  its  ever  having  coil 
him  any  labour.     This  bill  will  alTefs  both  equally.     Is  not  then 
induftry  confounded  with  indolence  ?  for  no  inquiry  is  made  how 
that  fum  has  been  procured.     It  is  not  aflced  whether  the  one  be 
not  a  farmer,  who  has  earnt  it  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow  ;  or  whe- 
ther the  other  may  not  be  a  mere   mifcreant,  who  loads  the  earth 
with  an  ufelefs  incumbrance.     One  man  may  have  500I.,  part  in 
the  three  per  cents,  or  part  in  an  annuity  on  Exchequer  bills,  while 
another  poflTefles  a  fimilar  fum,  the  whole  in  landed  property  :  he 
who  pofleiTes  the  land,  may  fell  it  at  30  years  purchafe ;  while  the 
holder  of  the  annuity  may  be  able  to  fell  it  at  only  three  years  pur- 
chafe  :  no  difference,  however,  is  to  be  made  between  the  two  cafes* 
They  are  liable  to  the  fame  afieiTment — what  a  flagrant  injudice ! 
Is  it  pofTible  to  ena£k  a  more  fraudulent  rule  ?     He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  Houfe  would  agree  to  fome  great  effential  alteration 
in  this  part  of  the  bill,  and  not  tamely  permit  the  drone  and  the 
bee,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  to  be  thrown  prpmifcuoufly  together 
under  the  prefTure  of  a  cruel,  oppreflive,  and  indifcriminatipg  tax* 
The  inquiry  of  this  meafure  would  appear,  perhaps,/  more  ftrongly 
to  the  Houfe,  when  (hewn  in  the  words  of  an  able  writer,  wbofe 
name  be  had  the  honour  to  bear ;  for  the  authority  of  that  author 
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ifToald  doubtlefs  have  more  weight,  and  was  better  known  than  his 
(Mr.  Snnith's)  fpeechesi  The  opinion  of  that  celebraced  writer, 
Mr.  Adam  Smith/  would,  he  trufted,  bear  him  out  in  his  firft  aflfer- 
tion,  and  he  would  recommend  the  careful  perufal  of  him  to  every 
Member  of  the  Houfe  before  they  gave  their  aflfent  to  the  prefent 
meafure.  With  rcfped  to  the  objedion  I  have  urged,  this  valu- 
able writer  fays :— •*•  Capitation  Taxes,  if  it  is  attempted  to  pro- 
portion them  to  the  fortune  or  revenue  of  each  contributor,  bjecome 
altogether  arbitraiy.  The  ftate  of  a  man's  fortune  varies'  from 
day  to  day,  and  widiout  an  inquifitson  more  infokrabk  than  any  tax, 
and  renewed  at  leaft  once  every  year,  can  only  be  guefled  at — hit 
affeflVnents  therefore  muft,  in  moft  cafes,  depend  upon  the  good  or 
bad  humour  of  his  afleflbrs,  and  muft  therefore  be  altogether  arbi- 
trary and  uncertain."  This  is  his  decided  opinion  throughout  the 
wbde.  The  next  obje£t  he  would  touch  upon  are  the  profits  ari- 
ling  from  agriculture  and  trade,  and  this  is  evidently  an  objed  not 
diredly  taxable.  The  fame  author  adduces  a  variety  of  reafons 
why  it  (hould  not  be  taxed  diredly — for  this  profit,  he  fays, 

**  Is  the  compenfation,  and  in  mod  cafes  it  is  no  more  than  a 
very  moderate  compenfaaon,  for  the  riik  and  trouble  of  employing 
the  (lock.  The  employer  muft  have  this  compenfation,  otherwife 
he  cannot,  confiftently  with  bis  own  intereft,  continue  the  em- 
ployment." 

Pfere  therefore  is  induftry  to  be  recompenced,  and  hot  confounded 
with  indolence.     The  author  next  proceeds  to  (hew,  that 

**  The  quantity  and  value  of  the  land  which  any  man  poflcifcs 
can  never  be  a  fecret,  and  can  always  be  afcertained  with  great  ex- 
adtnefs.  But  the  whole  amount  of  the  capital  dock  which  he  pof- 
fcflfes  is  almoft  always  a  fcerct,  and  can  fcarce  ever  be  afcertained 
with  tolerable  exa£lnefs.  It  is  liable,  befides,  to  almoft  continual 
variations.  A  year  feldom  pafles  away,  frequently  not  a  months 
fometimes  fcarce  a  fingle  day,  in  which  it  does  not  rife  or  &11,  more 
or  lefs.  An  inquifition  into  every  man's  private  circumftances,  and 
an  ihquifition  which,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  tax  to  thera, 
watched  over  all  the  fludiluations  of  his  fortune,  would  be  a  fource 
of  fuch  continual  and  endlefs  vexation  as  no  people  could  fupport.** 

England,  however,  feems  doomed  to  fupport  it—Though  he 
could  not  well  imagine  that  Engliftimen  would  tamely  fubmit  to  a 
fyftem  of  taxation  that  difcourag^d  induftry,  and  favoured  indolence, 
and  which  put  a  furveyor,  or  a  fpy,  over  every  man's  property.  But 
it  is  faid  here  there  is  no  rnquifitorial.power  becaufe  you  may  make 
a  declaration— >to  what,  however,  does  this  declaration  amount,  ac- 
cording to  the  iamc  au^r  ?«»He  fays. 
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.juivate  pevfoo^'has  boen  .c;ai^pUy  avoided. 

*^  At  Uambi^rgb  xveiy  iqhabiti^  ^  obt^d  to  p9y  IP  the  (bite, 
.one-fo|irth  ppr  cent,  of  aH  |))at  4>e  f^SMScB  ;  an<f  a^  4he  .wf^lth  of 
the  .people  of  Hao^iirgh  confifl^  prisiQipaUy  ip  jfloek,  this  tax  may 
be  confidered  as  a  :tax  Ufpon  ftoo)c.  Every  .n)a(i  a^cfles  i>mfe)f, 
/aod»initbe.pc6(<^nGe  of  the  :4>iu^iftcaie,  .pu^  jannuall^  int^  the  p^bAic 
.coffer  a  coitaio  f^fn  of  ,nK»npy,  w^ich  ht  dcqlaire^  upon  oa^  tQrbe 
^ne*founti  per  ceqt  of  §Al  tbac  he  ppilofr^s,  bt|t  wkbout  declaring 
what  it .4i(nouots  tOj-or  (being  Jiiabk  to. any  Axaaiiinatiqn  lyxHi  that 
iubj<ja." 

The  .difclofuKe  qf  ctrcufnfianccs,  me  ave  ^l(b  told,  is  not  to  be 
dreaded.     Yet  t^ear  Adam  Smith  ;■■ 

**  Merchants  ongagied  in  the  hg^rdbus  prqieiAa  of  trade,  all 
tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  being  obliged  at  all  times  to  expose  the 
tzc^l  date  of  their  ciKcpiril^ances.  The  ruin  of  'iheir  credit  and  ifae 
.mifcarriitge  of  their  projc<ii6,  they  forefee,  would  loo. often  be  tbe 
confequence.  A  fober  and  parlimonious  people,  who  are  ftrai^cfs 
.to  all  fuch  proje^lsy  dooot  feel  that  they  have  occafion  for  any  fuch 
.concealment." 

Perhaps  the  people  of  Einglapd  are  this  fober  and  patGmonioua 
^oplc :  yet  they  may  feel  that  th^  haye  occafion  for  this  conceal- 
ir.enty  and  that  thry  (hould  not  have  their  property,  and  the  fources 
from  which  it  arii«s,  expofcd  to  the  whim,  caprice,  or  fancy  of  a 
Government  furveyor — who  even  from  idle  curiofity,  might  tbc 
tempted  to  en(er  a  backer  or  a  merchant's  Houfe,  and  require  to 
infpe^l  his  bpoks. 

Mr.  Smith  fh^n  proceeded  •  to  fl)ew  with  what  fevedty  and  qu 
price  a  furv^or  freight  attempt  to  harafs  thofe  whom  he  mi^t  fuf* 
pe<^  to  be  f^fiie  of  tbe  incpr^igible  Jacobins  :  the  cafe  was  .not  im^ 
poffible ;  on  (he  ^ntrary,  it  was  natural,  the  fiirveyocs  might  often 
a£t  fo,  in  order  to  court  (he  favour  of  their  emplc^ers  ;  befides,  a 
furveyor -might  think  Ithis.jntereft  (o  employ  a  vexatious  ad^ivity  in 
the  performance  of  his  <;aliipg,  and  make  400I.  wher^^at  .firft  he 
cxpc^ed  to  g^tl^t  aool.  Apini)  .thcfe  vexations  he  could  foe 
Do.iccurity  ;  tf»r.what  was  to  be. depended  on  but  the  probity  or 
religious  fcrupjesof  an  infi^rior  officer  of  the  revenue  ?  Mr.  Smith, 
after  ,rf probating  maqy  Qth^r  abufes  tp  which  the  .proviiioQs.of  the 
prelant  bill  might. give  x\(q,  agajn.«xprefljed:his  carneft  atifli  that  a 
long^er  period,  thanthat  of  three  pr.four  days  (hould  be  allowed,  fer* 
its  examination  .and  dircf}(Con,<tbat,t!be  people  might  inquire,  and 
l^now  to. what  a  fy8«iP:th^y  were,  going  lo  beffnbjcaed, 
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Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  declared,  he  was  not  a  litde  furprized 
at  the  conduA  of  two  gentleaien  who  bad  juft  fpokcn.  Thofe  two 
gentlemen  in  the  very  outfet  of  their  fpeeches  conceded  to,  and  ap- 
proved. of»  the  principle  of  th^  bill — they  approved  of  the  plan  of 
xaifiif  the  fupplies  within  the  year  for  the  fervice  of  the  year,  after 
fuch  a  full  and  unqualified  approbation,  each  fet  out,  one  after  the 
other,  in  niifing  doubts  and  obdacles  that,  if  really  founded  in  fad» 
would  lender  that  principle  nugatory.  The  honourable  Baronet 
who  had  roTe  early  in  the  debate  confined  his  obfervations  exciu- 
fiirely  to  the  commercial  part  of  the  bill ;  it  was  not  his  wiih  to 
confumc  the  d  me  of  the  Houfe  in  making  obfervadons  on  all  that 
had  fidlen  from  that  honourable  Baronet  on  tha^  and  fome  other 
points  immediately  conneded  with  it,  he  thought  the  Committee 
the  proper  ilage  for  difiruffion  ;  the  only  queftion  then  was,  *^  Shall 
ure  or  fliall  we  not  go  to  a  Committee  T'  where  thofe  provifions  are 
remediable^  He  was  truly  fenfible  of  the  magnitude  of  the  meafure  ; 
it  was  his  earned  with  to  court  information  from  evety  quarter,  and 
he  alTured  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Smith},  that  if  the  bill 
Ihould  go  into  a  Committee,  he  would  cordially  unite  with  him  in 
the  adoption  of  every  regulation  that  would  carry  up  the  proviiions 
of  the  bill,  fo  as  to  meet  the  principles  of  it ;  for  he  would  afiure  the 
honotirable  gentleman  (Mr.  Smith)  that  this  was  the  only  objed 
which  he  had  in  view.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  expreffed 
an  entire  approbation  of  the  principles  of  the  bill,  becaufe  it  was 
calculated  to  raife  the  fupplies  of  the  year  within  th>t  fpace.  Hav- 
ing  thus  united  in  the  outfet,  he  hoped  that  he  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  Would  travel  as  cordially  to  the  end  of  it,  on  thi^  fair  and 
candid  propofidon,  that  if  the  regulations  (hould  be  of  fuch  a  nature 
as  to  carry  the  principle  of  the  bill  into  full  atK)  fair  ciFed,  that  he 
would  join  in  lending  his  aid  in  the  attainment  of  that  important 
objedl.  [Mr.  Smith  anfwered,  I  will.]  With  refpeft  to  the  ob- 
servations made  by  the  gentlemen  who  fcemcd  to  indulge  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  arreft  the  progrefs  of  the  bill,  they  would  apply  with  the 
fame  force  againd  all  fyftems  of  taxation  whatfoever— tor  inftance, 
on  fugar,  or  any  other  article  of  confumption.  The  true  principle 
of  taxation  was,  that  a  fum  ^*as  to  be  raifed  on  property,  without; 
any  particular  attention  as  to  ,the  manner  in  which  that  property  was 
accumulated.  It  was  not  the  practice  in  the  impoiirion  of  taxes,  or 
the  diftribution  of  them  over  the  fubjeds,  to  enter  into  any  diflinAion 
of  men  ;  it  was  not  the  pradice  to  call  this  man  by  one  name,  and 
another  man  by  another  name^  to  point  out  one  clafs  as  indolent, 
and  a  nuifahce,  becaufe  he  happened  to  live  on  an  eftate,  which 
had  defcended  through  a  long  line  of  anceftors,  or.  purchafed  by 
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the  indiiftry  of  a  more  immediate  |)erlbri ;  nor  yet  to  caU  another 
Irian  afiive  who  was  excited  to  that  very  a^vity  by  the  hopes  of 
pladng  himfelf  c»:  his  children  in  the  fame  (ituation.  He  was  at  a 
lofs  to  know  what  good  could  refuk  from  fuch- invidious  diffioAiom, 
fuch  as  drones  and  bees.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  not  been 
lefs  fpartng  of  his  epithets  on  thofe  who  were  to  be  employed  in  the 
.coiledion  of  the  tax  under  this  bill>  if  it  pafled  into  a  law ;  it  was 
neither  liberal  nor  generous  to  involve  any  one  body  of  men  in  a 
'  general  profcription.  But  there  was  another  clafsof  men  whom  he 
really  thought,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  did  riot  think  entided  to 
praife,  he  might  have  paiTed  over  without  tnvedive  ;  he  meant  Ac 
gentlemen  who  had  (Vepped  forward  fo  patriotically  at  the  Manfion- 
houfe ;  when  the  honourable  Member  mentioned  this  refpefiable 
fupport,  he  certainly  did'fpeakof  their  honour  and  uprightnefs,  but 
he  had  not  proceeded  very  far  in  thisftrain  when  he  fatd,  he  fuppofed 
there  were  fome  fcabby  (hcep  amongfl  them.-  This  certainly  was 
not  a  very  polite  expreflion.  Without  entering  into-  any  detail  of 
the  bill,  even  as  it  flood,  he  would  affure  the  Houfe,  that  no  one 
regulation  (hould  exift  in  the  bill  that  would  not  be  found  neceflary 
to  a  £iir  and  moderate  execution  of  it.  It  was  in  the  detail  of  the 
bill  that  this  defirable  end  could  be  accomplifhed,  and  he  pledged 
himfelf,  that  if  any  gentleman  could  prave  or  (hew  any  clauie  that 
n'as  not  cflentially  neceflarjfor  that  purpofehe  would  wipe  them  out 
of  the  bill.  He  could  not  fit  down  without  adverting  once  more  to 
the  meeting  at  the  Manfion-houfe  ;  inilead  of  fcabby  ihecp,  thofe 
who  attended  thofe  refolutions  werfe  men  of  fair  &me,  and  honour- 
able character.  He  hoped  that  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Smith),  would  find  himfelf  difappointed  in  his  expectation,  and  that 
the  country  would  be  able  and  willing  to  bear  this  bill,  and  that 
afterwards  they  would  be  able  to  refift  the  enemy,  and  from  the  pa* 
triotic  fpirit  which  pervaded  the  country,  he  felt  himfelf  juftly  en- 
titled to  indulge  this  pleafing  hope,  nay  he  would  go  ^rther  and  fay, 
Aat  the  country  was  anxious  and  defirous  of  this  bill,  becaufe  the 
people  were  wife  and  fober  enough  to  fee  that  their  fafety  was  in- 
volved in  the  meafure,  that  that  fafety  was  to  bemaiotalned,  fii|>- 
plies  were  therefore  cheerfully  granted,  and  the  ctittny  fucccfsfuUy 
refifted.  .  The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Smith),  had  been  pleafed 
to  call  the  refpedlable  body  which  met  at  the  Man(ion*houfe,  Loan 
Mungers  and  Contradtors.  Was  the  honourable  gentleman  ap- 
prized of  the  fpirit  which  had  exhibited  itfelf  ih  the  city  which  he 
liad  the  honour  to  reprefent ;  the  city  of  Glafgow  had  evinced  the 
(iime  laudable  emulations^  but  this  fpirit  was  not  confined  to  thefe 
tt\o  opulent  cities^  it  bad  extended  to  Liverpool,  and  feme  &f  the 
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firft  tiadiiig  towns  in  the  kingdom.  Would  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  th^n  fay  that  they  were  all  contractors  and  loan  jobbers  in 
Gla%pWy  Edinbutgh>  and  Liverpool  i  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  touched  on  a  houfe  in  the  city,  he  was  forry  that  circumfianco 
was  not  touched  on  with  more  delicacy. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  explained.  He  faid,  his  notice  of 
the  Houfe  which  he  had  introduced  in  his  fpcech  was  a  matter  of 
accident,  and  it  had  occurred  in  his  mind  as  immediately  applica- 
ble to  the  queftion  which  was  then  under  confideration. 

Mr.  MARTIN  approved  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  ex* 
preflfcd  his  hopes  that  it  would  be  fully  carried  into  eScSt. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fpoke  to  the  following  eStA ; 
Sit,  impreflcd  as  I  am  with  the  convidHon,  that  the  prefent  is  the 
moft  important  which  has  ever  occupied  the  attention  of  Parliament, 
and  as  fome  points  have  been  thrown  out  and  relied  upon  by  gen- 
tlemen oppoGte  to  me,  which  did  not  exadly  apply  to  the  fubjaft 
under  difcuflion,  but  tending  to  excite,  prejudices  in  the  public 
mind,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  notice  them  before  we  fcparate.     They 
have,  I  muft  obferve,  in  the  oourfe  of  their  obfcrvations,  taken  upon 
rtiemfelves  to  objed\  to  others,  that  of  which  they  have  been  guilty 
chemfelves.     It  is,  however,  fome  fatisfadion  to  me,  that  I  have  no 
reafen  to  think  any  gentleman  objects  to  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
but  the  honouraole  Baronet  who  opened  the  debate.     I  have  confe* 
quemly  to  oppofe,  on  that  ground,   but   one  folitary  antagonift 
[a  general  laugh] ;  and  I  muft  fay,  that,  however  great  that  honour- 
able gentleman's  authority  may  be,  and  it  unqueftionably  ftands 
very  high,  he  has  not  ftated  one  fingle  argument  in  fupport  of  his 
oppofition.     Other  gentlemen,  who  are  liberal  enough  to  admit 
the  propriety  of  adopting  the  principle  of-raiiing  the  fupplies,  or  a  ' 
confiderable  portion  of  them,  within  the  year,  feel  themfelves  never- 
thelefs  at  liberty  to  endeavour  to  ihut  the  door  againft  all  farther  in* 
vefligation  of  the  meafure  which  in  the  outfet  meets  their  coticur- 
rence  and  approbation,  ^md  peremptorily  and  decidedly  oppofe  the 
profecution  cf  a  plan,  which  they  admit  to  be  neceflary  for  the  fal- 
vatton  of  the  country.     This  they  attempt  to  do,  not  upon  the 
grounds  of  its  final  impradlicability,  not  upon  arguments  applying 
to  the  queftion,  but  by  conjuring  up  every  thing  which  their  inge- 
nuity could  fupply,  or  which  they  could  ranfack  from  their  imagina* 
tions' without  adverting  to  what  is  contained  in  the  bill.     One  ho- 
nourable gentleman  fays,  I  agree  to  the  principle  of  the  bill ;  but  if 
it  goes  to  raife  the  fupplies  by  a  general  tax,  then  I  am  no  friend  to 
^he  bill.     A  moft  valuable  conceOTion  truly  \     The  honourable 
gentleman  will  not  tell  me,  if  it  be  neceflary  to  raife  the  fupplies 
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within  the  year,  that  it  (hould  be  objeded  to  becaufe  fteoutfe  maSt 
be  had  for  that  purpoTe  to  a  general  tax.  I  will  fqppofe  that  the 
fum  of  ten  millions  was  to  be  raifed  by  a  fudden  tax  upon  all  arti- 
cles of  confumption,  and  it  would  follow,  according  to  his  mode  of 
arguing,  that  not  one  of  them  could  be  free  from  the  objcfikm 
which  he  has  fuggefted.  For  inftance,  in  the  cafe  of  all  loans,  the 
fame  defcription  of  taxes  would  be  neceffary,7et  they  could  not  be 
refortcd  to  becaufe  they  would  be  generaL  I  wi(h  clearly  to  on* 
deriland  the  honourable  gentleman.  If  he  does  admit  that  ten 
millions  cannot  be  raifed  by  a  tax  upon  articles  of  confumptlon,  then 
I  contend  that  they  cannot  be  raifed  any  other  way  than  by  the  ge- 
,  neral  taxation  of  property ;  and  in  order  to  afcertain  the  capital  of 
the  country,  the  only  proper  criterion  that  ofiers  itfelf  is  that  of  in- 
come. The  meafure  propofed  goes  to  affefi,  in  a  juft  and  equal 
manner,  the  commerce  of  the  country,  aU  proprietors  of  land,  all  on 
whom  the  commerce  and  economy  of  the  country  depended,  all 
thofe  through  whom  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  took  place,  all.  to 
v(hom  the  protection  of  the  poor  attached,  and  all  who  formed  the 
great  and  important  links  iq  the  vaft  chain  of  fociety.  It  went  ef- 
fectually io  do  away  that  light,  bending,  flippant  rheofy  of  the 
moment,  which  rcprefented  them  as  not  afl^Aed  in  proportion  Id 
the  fhare  they  had  in  the  common  intereft  and  in  the  common  dan* 
ger.  I  will  leave  thefe  confiderations  out  of  the  ^ueftion  at  pre^ 
fcnt ;  but  if  I  could  give  credit  to  what  has  been  advanced  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  with  refped  to  'the  fituation  of  commercial 
men,  I  certainly  would  concur  in  opinion  with  him,  though  fubjeda 
of  this  nature  will  more  properly  be  difcuflfed  in  the  Committee. 
The  great  difpute  between  htm  and  me  is,  whether  capital  or  in- 
come ihould  be  taxed  ;  but  he  declares  that  he  would  be  fatisfied 
with  a  bill  that  taxes  all  in  an  equal  manner.  Yet  that  on  which 
the  whole  of  tiis  catalogue  of  infuperable  difficulties,  on  which  his 
mofVmatertal  objection,  on  which  his  defpondtng  hope  that  the 
people  of  this  country  will  be  able  and  willing  to  refift  the  opera* 
tion  of  the  Mil  refts,  is  the  difclofure  of  income.  When  he.objoAs 
TO  the  difclofure  of  income,  which  he  fays  is  ruinous  and  unjuft,  does 
he  mean  to  preclude  all  capital  of  men  in  trade  ?  Does  he  mean  it 
(hould  be  taken  upon  a  loofe  declaration,  after  the  manner  of  lafi 
year  ?  Does  he  mean  to  propofe  other  regulations  more  calculated 
tfx  promote  the  great  object  in  which  we  are  at  prefent  engaged,  atid 
of  which,  as  to  the  principle,  he  avows  himfelf  a  fupporter  ?  If  not. 
Sir,  he  means  nominajly  to  profefs  to  raife.the  fupplies  within  the 
year.  But  even  when  he  is  fuddcniy  become  a  profelyte  and  a  con- 
vert to  the  new  zeal  with  which  he  is  infpirod  for  his  country,  he 
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agites  to  tbe  prindpk,  and  objefts  to  tbcmeafuresneoeflary  forcar- 
lying  it  into  efied.  I  believe.  Sir,  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  fome 
way  muft  be  devifed  and  afied  on  to  raife  the  fupplies.  The  ho^ 
murable  gentleman  has  in  his  fpeech  gone  through  a  detailed,  I  beg 
leave  to  (ay,  not  an  accurate  view  of  the  daufes  :  but  I  agree  with 
my  right  honourable  friend  near  me,  that  fuch  a  difcuiTion  is  not  in 
carder.  Though  he  might  a£l  in  that  way  on  the  ground  of  argu* 
ment,  it  could  not  be  maintained  that  it  was  not  a  condu6t  difor* 
derly  and  irrational  to  enter  into  a  minute  inveftigatiori  of  particulars 
in  the  prefent  early  ftage  of  the  bufinefs.  If  the  bill  did  not  appear 
comfrfete  rn  all  its  branches  to  the  honourable  gentlemen,  he  knew 
that  tbe  Committee  was  the  proper  place  for  him  to  propofe  his  ob« 
jeAions  and  alterations.  I  mud  therefore  obferve,  that  he  has 
been  inoorrcA  in  both  points  of  view,  with  refpe<^  to  the  principle 
and  the  claufes ;  for  admitting  the  firft,  it  was  unneceflfary  for  him 
to  difcufs  it;  and  obje<f)ing  to  the  latter,  this  is  not  the  time  to  argue 
them.  The  honourable  gentleman  talks  highly  of  the  good  effeds 
produced  by  him  and  his  friends  on  the  Affeflcd-tax  Bill,  when  they 
honoured  the  Houfe  with  their  prefehce  lad  fefiion,  during  the 
amendment^  that  were  made  in  it.  But  let  us  fee  if  the  objec- 
tions to  this  bill  are  fuch  as  to  make  it  hopclefs  to  have. the  principle 
of  it,  on  which  there  is  little  difference  of  opinion,  carried  into 
cSc&,  In  the  firft  place,  there  is  one  anfwer  which  will,  I  hope, 
diminifh  the  defpair  with  which  he  is  fo  deeply  imprefled  on  the 
fubjed.  He  has.  Sir,  thought  proper  to  introduce  that  very  elegant 
and  gentlemanly  language  by  which  he  has  given  the  name  of  fpies 
to  the  furveyors — a  language  which  whofoever  ufes,  only  ilrives  to 
bring  into  dlfcredit  and  diigrace  tbofe  officers,  without  whom  the  pub- 
lic fervice  muft  be  totally  at  a  ftand.  He  has  ftated,  that  the  furcharge 
was  laid  on  by  the  furveyors,  and  his  reafoning  on  that  point  is  curious 
beyond  example:  for  taking  up  what  has  been  advanced  by  his  ho- 
nourable friend  above  him  (Sir  Francis  Baring),  that  the  fpace  of  fix 
nnonths  would  not  be  fufficient  to  underfiand  the  ftate  of  a  merchant's 
books,  he  argues,  that  as  a  fair  itatement  could  not  be  obtained  in 
that  time,  it  would  be  impofTible  to  make  fuch  a  furcharge,  and  yet, 
notiftlthftanding  the  impoQibility  of  it,  the  furcharge  muft  afiually 
.take  place.  The  h&  is,  that  no  furcharge  is  carried  into  tScSt  by 
the  furveyor,  the  obfervations  of  that  oiHcer  are  merely  fubmitted  to 
the  judgement  and  dcciiion  of  the  commiftioners,  who  may,  as  they 
think  proper,  after  a  full  and  impartial  review  of  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  rejeA  or  confirm  the  furcharge.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  read  much  to  the  Houfe,  but  he  does  not  appear  to  have 
read  the  bill  to  any  accurate  end  ;  for  he  declares,  that  pending  the 
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appeal  InAituted  by  the  farveyor,  the  tax  may.  tie  kvted*  Bat  I  beg 
lave  to  aiky  what  tax  ?  not  all  the  tax,  but  the  tax  agreed  to  agamft 
whichan  appeal  is  made  by  the  furveyor.  If  therefore  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  comes  Forward  with  objefiions  a^inft  provifiocis 
which  he' does  not  fecm  to  ander(landy  does  not  this  (hew  at  once 
the  neceflity  of  our  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  i  When 
I  fpeak  of  the  powers  entrufted  to  the  furveyors,.  and  of  the  ftate- 
ments  which  they  aro  authorized  to  make,  I  defire  it  may  be  dearly 
underftood  that  they  do  not  come  properly  before  us  now,  and  that 
they  will  be  the  fdbjedl  of  deliberate  difcuflion  in  the  Committee* 
But  it  is  maintained  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  no  evafiom 
have  taken  place  to  defeat  the  operation  of  the  AiTcfled-tax  Bill 
which  pafled  lad  feflion.  He  is  peculiarly  fortunate  in  the  inOances 
which  have  occurred  to  him  with  refped  to  the  patriotifm  of  hia 
friends  ;  but  he  has  rated  their  zeal  beyond  the  mark.  It  is  rartier 
(ingular  that  he  has  not  takjcn  the  opportunity  of  extolling  their  libe^ 
rality  in  fubfcribing  to  the  vcduntary  contributions.  The  pbferva- 
tions  made,  by  the  friends  of  Government  are,  however,  of  a  very 
different  kind.  His  muft  have  been  a  chofen  circle,  yet  others 
were  as  large  as  the  honourable  gentleman *s  before  the  new  lights 
broke  in  upon  him.  But  ndtwithdanding  the  aflertion,  I  muft  fay» 
that  great  and  notorious  inftanccs  of  the  concealment  of  prc^rty 
have  occurred,  the  check  provided  by  tiic  Legiflatiire  has  been 
fbtind  infufScient  to  produce  any  adequate  end  ^  and  the  dedara-^ 
tions  which  have  been  given  in,  have,  oh  various  occafions,  eluded 
the  expefled  operation  of  the  a6t. 

Let  me  now  put  the  cafe  with  refpedt  to  the  prefefit  bill,  and 
aflc,  is  not  the  check  provided  to  enforce  the  general  taxation  of  in* 
come  as  tnild  as  the  nature  of  oircumftances  will  admit,  anda^  con* 
(iilent  with  the  benefits  and  experience  before  us  as  can  be  devifed 
by  the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  f  The  duties  of  the  furveyor  are 
clearly  defined,  and  muft  be  perfedly  underftood.  He  is  only  em- 
powered to  bring  forward,  after  the  necefTary  inquiries,,material9  for 
the  inftirmation  of  the  commifiioners,  and  they  are  bound  to  aA 
according  to  their  oath  for  the  advantage  of  the  public.  With  re- 
fpe£t  to  the  influence  which,  it  fsfaid,  the  furveyors  poifefs  at  paro- 
chial and  other  meetings,  I  draw  a  concluiion  diredly  oppofite  in 
their  favour  ;  for  if  they  are  fuppofed  to  pofTefs  any  weight  or  influ- 
er>ce  with  men  of  fuch  high  and  eftabliflied  reputation  as  the  com«- 
miflioners,  is  not  this  a  ftrong  proof  that  their  own  chara£lecs  are 
f:iir  and  honcft*?  But,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  has  another 
i)hjci51ion,  and  tells  you,  that  the  oath  is  not  fuificient  to  enforce  the 
collc^^ion  of  the  tax  ;  yet  the  furlieyor  is  the  only  perlbn  bound  by 
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^  cacdi,  at  diat  taken  hf  the  party,  is  altogether  voluntary*  And  let 
me  notice, .  that  there  is  a  little  diilerence  between  the  perfon  ac 
quieting  bimfelf  of  a  taflc  10  which  his  own  intereft  is  materially 
involved,  and  another  acting  folely  from  views  dilated  by  his  duty. 
If  we  will  not  have  recourfe  in  all  cafes  to  the  oath  of  the  par^,  wc 
muft,  at  leaft,  endeavour  to  obtain  ibme  particular  ftatement  of  in- 
come ;  and  the  firft  (iep  of  the  prefent  bill  gives,  it  is  contended, 
power  to  the  furveyors  to  fcarch  into  records  and  books  ;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  adds,  into  die  accounts  of  all  public  com- 
ponies.  ■  If  he  will  be  fo  kind  at  to  look  into  the  ad,  he  will  fee 
that  they  only  poflefs  the  power  of  infpeding  thofe  books  which  any 
others  might  exercife,  and  that  they  have  no  accefs  to  records  or 
papers,  but  what  every  other  perfon  from  curiofity,  or  ainy  other 
motive,  may  claim. 

^his,  Sir,  is  one  of  the  objedions  to  the  bill,  which  is  much 
mifconcelved  and  mifreprefentcd ;  yet  it  is  flated  and  urged  as  ^ving 
a  power  to  afcertain  the  amount  of  all  income,  while  it  confers  no 
snore  right  to  learn  the  amount  of  the  quantity  of  3  per  cent,  con- 
ibis  poiTelTed  by  any  merchant  in  London,  than  that  which  may  be 
exercifed  by  others  already  privileged.  The  leading  propofition  ap- 
pears to  be,  that  furveyors  only  are  invefted  with  the  power  of  col- 
iefting  information.  If  gentlemen  are  induced  to  give  credit  to 
that  ftatement,  I  truft  every  objedion  arifing  from  it  will  be  com«> 
pletely  obviated  when  1  do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  there  is  not  the 
firnalleftgmuivl  for  it  in  the  bill.  If  gentlemen  will  take  the  trou- 
ble to  refer  to  the  daufe,  they  will  be  convinced,  that  thefe  officers, 
fo  far  from  being  authorized  to  coUedt  information,  do  not  poflTeis 
the  power  of  putting  a  fingle  quefiion  to  t^e  parties,  or  of  infpeSing 
any  papers  whatever,  except  public  books  for  the  information  of  the 
commiilioners. 

It  muft,  Sir,  occur  to  the  mind  of  every  perfon^  that  the  cheeks 
propofed  will  become  the  fubjed  of  minute  difcuflion  in  the  Com- 
mittee,  and  that  they  may  be  rendered  milder  by  future  modifica- 
tion and  detail ;  but  tooppofe  the  prefent  progrefs  of  it  by  advanc- 
ing reafons  that  regularly  belongs  to  farther  inveftigation,  is  neither 
orderly  nor  rational. 

But,  Sir,  to  return  to  what  ought  to  be  taken  as  the  criterion  TSli 
the  tax  without  the  eftablifliment,  of  which  the  principle,  which  is 
allowed  to  be  unexceptionable,  Cannot  be  e(Fe£led,  the  gentlemen 
who  oppofe  the  meafure  have  dwelt  upon  a  great  variety  of  objec- 
tions to  (hew  the  inequality  of  a  general  tax  upon  income.  I  do  not 
wifh  to  pafs  over  thefe  objeflions,  as  they  have  originated  from  a 
comparifon  of  different  dcfcriptions  of  pcrfons  and  propeny  •,  but 
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this  fingular  fitality  attaches  to  the  .honouiable  gcndcman's  ftate- 
ments  with  refpefi  to  thcfe  comparative  views,  that  diey  apply  di- 
ledljr  in  a  contrary  fenfe  ;  and,  I  tnift,  I  Audi  be  able  to  prove  ina 
fiitisfiifloiy  manner  to  thcHoufe,  that  even  according  to  his  own 
propofitions,  the  claufes  of  the  bill  evidently  go  to  corred  the  ine- 
qualities of  which  he  complains,  and  which  eufted  in  the  ad  of 
the  laft  feflion.  The  honourable  gentleman,  aiguing  upon  that 
head,  fets  out  with  Aating  the  dreadful  inequality  between  landed 
property  and,  a  life  eftate.  He  fuppo&s  a  man  poflefled  of  500I. 
a  year  arifing  from  induftry,  and  another  enjoying  5ool.  a  year 
from  his  paternal  ellate.  They  both  pay  50I.  or  i-ioth  of  thdr 
incomes.  Where  then  is  the  inequality  complained  of,  fince  after 
having  equally  furni(hed  to  the  exigencies  of  the  public  fcrvice, 
they  have  the  fame  fum  or  4501.  left.  In  order  to  make  out  the 
validity  of  the  objedion,  either  one  ought  to  have  more  or  one  lefs. 
This  argument  refem|)les  more  the  new  theory  of  property,  of  whidi 
the  honourable  gentleman  does  not  appear  to  be  cured  more  than  of 
any  thing  elfe.  If  we  did  not  tax  all  In  the  fame  proportion,  we 
ihould  leave  fome  inequality,  and  if  we  were  to  proceed  in  confbr- 
mity  to  the  fpirit  of  the  obje^ion,  we  (hould  tax  the  landed  man 
greatly,  and  the  induftrious  lightly,  againft  all  the  principles  of  fiHind 
reafoningy .  and  all  the  experience  which  have  occurred  during  a 
period  of  4,000  years.  But,  Sir,  let  me  a(k,  where  is  this  ine* 
quality  to  be  found  ?  Is  the  adivity  of  the  mechanic,  is  the  induftty 
of  the  manufaciurcr  of  lefs  importance  or  lefs  comprehended  in  the 
general  welfare  of  the  country  than  the  more  permanent  intereft  of 
ibc  landed  proprietor  ?  Let  us  look  more  dofely  into  this  fpecies  of 
argument,  and  we  (hall  find  it  dill  more  defedlive  than  it  feems  to 
be  on  the  firft  view.  The  honourable  gentleman  fays  diftinAly  and 
deliberately,  that  every  degree  of  induftry  deferves  the  protedion  of 
the  State.  This  is  a  pofidon  which  no  man  will  venture  to  conteft, 
but  applying  to  his  own  dedudlions,  we  (hall  find  that  virtue  will 
be  its  own  reward.  We  are  naturally  led  to  inveftigate  the  manner 
in  which  eftates  are  acquired,  and  feveral  ftrong  cafes  may  prefent 
themfelves  to  our  minds.  One  man  may  have  500!.  which  he 
has  purchafed  by  a  capital  of  I5,€00l.  accumulated  by  adivity  and 
perfeverance  in  trade,  yet  that  capital,  after  the  purchafe,  muft  re- 
main unimproved  by  farther  exertions,  and  he  is  content  to  receive 
3  per  cent,  on  it.  Another  obtains  5  per  cent,  for  his  money  ;  and 
a  third  contrives,  by  fpeculation  in  commerceimd  diligence,  to  make 
1 5  per  cent,  on  a  fimilar  fum.  If  we  take  from  them  that  pro- 
portiun  which  is  required  by  the  bill,  we  leave  them  in  a  fituadon 
rcfpcdiivcly  conformable  to  their  feparatc  profits. 
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I  have  now  to  confidcr  what  has  fallea  from  an  honoiirable  gen- 
tleman oppofite  to  me  (Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor).  He  talks  in  defpondent 
language  of  the  difcouragcment  which  induftry  muft  teccivc  from 
the  operation  of  the  bill.  But  in  what  way  is  this  difcouragement 
tf)  take  picice  ?  What  are  his  authorities  ?  They  appear,  in  this 
inftancc,  to  be  derived  from  ncwfpapers ;  and  he  afks,  "  is  not  this 
a  tythcr"  The  ditference,  however,  is  material  and  obvious.  This 
is  a  regulation  on  grounds  which  mult  put  our  fellow  citizens  in  a 
more  advantageous  iituation  than  ever.  Another  curious  inference 
may  be  drawn  from  the  obfervations  made  againO  the  hardOiips  in- 
curred by  pcrfons  poflcffed  of  life  eftafcs,  of  temporary  ones,  and  of 
thofe  who  receive  the  rew^ards  of  laborious  employments.  It  hap- 
pens lingularly  enough  that  the  public  offices  held  under  Govern- 
ment, uniting  in  their  nature  profits  derived  from  labour  and  tem- 
porary eftates,  are  included  in  the  operation  of  the  bill. 

Now,  Sir,  thefc  gentlemen  who  oppofe  it,  have  propofed  on  for- 
mer occafions,  as  a  great  refource  for  the  national  expenditure,  that 
all  thofe  of^ces  (hould  be  made  to  contribute  largely  to  the  public 
fcrvice — I  do  not  mean  finecures,  for  they  wifhed  to  fupprefs  them. 
The  calculations  furniftied  this  night  are  not  more  exadt  than  thofe 
of  the  honourable  Baronet  on  that  occafion  ;  the  references  certainly 
were  not  thofe  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  [a  general  laugh]  ;  but 
the  honourable  Baronet  had  made  the  prodigious  difcovery,  that  if  all 
the  public  offices  were  placed  on  a  reduced  eftabliflimcnt,  and  others 
fuppreffcd,  that  the  fum  of  ten  millions  would  be  f^ved  to  the  public. 
I  was  highly  pleafed  with  the  proje<ft,  and  fincerely  wiihed  for  the 
execution  of  it;  but  I  was  always  unfortunately  flopped  in «vcry 
attempt  I  made  to  go  on  with  it,  by  finding  that  the  entire  expences 
of  the  public  offices  only  amounted  to  one  tenth  of  the  prodigious 
faving  which  was  fo  confidently  held  out.  The  honourable  Ba- 
ronet's attention  has  been  taken  up  with  agricultural  ftudies  and 
military  ta£)ics,  or  he  might  have  known,  that  a  Committee  ap« 
pointed  for  the  exprefs  purpofe,  had  made  a  very  different  calcula- 
tion. But  it  fo  happened,  that  the  object  of  the  Committee,  which 
connpued  for  nearly  two  years,  was  either  enknown  to  the  honour- 
able Baronet,  or  that  the  Committee  did  not  think  his  attendance 
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necefTary,  however  inftru<5)ivc  and  profitable  to  the  State  it  might 
have  been.  I  only  mention  this  in  confequehce  of  the  public  offices 
being  comprehended  in  the  operation  of  the  bill.  But  the  honour- 
able  gentlemen  would  have  us  not  to  lay  a  tax  on  income,  but  on 
the  capital.  I  would  wi(h  to  know  by  what  means  the  amount  of 
the  capital  o  landed  property  could  be  eftimated  i  Gentlemen, 
when  they  confidcr  this  fubjcA,  would  do  well  to  aiicertajQ  die 
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legal  defcription  of  different  edates :  they  will  then  fee  how  gneat  a 
difference  there  is  in  their  value.     A  lifc-eftatc  would  fell  for  ten 

r 

years  purchafe,  and  a  fce-fimplc  eftate  for  thirty.  Are  wc  then  to 
enter  into  fuch  wife  and  unufual  dillindions  as  to  cflimate  the  dif- 
'  ferent  taxes  which  muft  be  paid  out  of  thcfe  two  defcriptions  of 
property,  according "  to  the  fums  th\!y  would  fell  for  ?  On  what 
principle  can  fuch  a  pofition  be  maintained  ?  What  is  our  object 
now,  or  what  is  it  that  we  intend  to  do  by  the  bill  before  the 
Houie  ?  It  is  nothing  more  or  Icfs  than  that  nf  raiiing  a  fvpply  of 
ten  millions  within  the  year;  and  how  is  that  to  be  raif^dv  .except 
from  the  general  income  of  the  year  r  Arc  yon  to  raifc  it  by  layii^ 
a  burden  on  the  defccndants  of  landed  gentlemen  r  by  laying  a 
mortgage  on  their  poftcrity  ?  There  fcems,  therefore,  to  be  a  total 
snifconccption  of  the  tax ;  which  is  only  a  tax  for  the  year.:  and  a 
fec-fimple  of  rate  produces  an  income  only  by  the  year.  But  if  it 
is  admitted  that  the  principle  of  this  tax  is  jufi,  you  cannot  maintain 
that  there  is  any  injuftice  in  the  mode  it  is  intended  to  be  laid  on- 
If  we  (ball  have  the  courage  to  adopt  it  and  carry  it  into  cffed  in 
our  own  time,  it  will  in  other  times,  and  in  future  emergencies, 
)>c  always  reforted  to  as  a  meafure  the  moil  conducive  to  the  genend 
good  of  mankind  ;  and  fo  often  as  it  (hall  recur,  fo  often  will  the 
pernunent  property  of  any  man  be  liable  to  the  fame  taxation  while 
the  property  Aill  continues  in  poiTcfrion  of  his  defccndants :  the 
fame  family,  therefore,  may  be  faid  to  lie  under  a  concintiation  of 
this  tax.  But  it  will  be  very  different  with  refpe<fl  to  a  lifc-eftate, 
put  pf  which,  after  the  deccafe'of  the  prefent  proprietor,  a  different 
perfQn  will  have  to  pay  the  tax.  Has  not,  therefore,  a  man  pof- 
feiTing  the  perpetual  intcreft  of  an  eflate,  a  right  to  fet  off  the  recur- 
ring charges  upon  his  eftate  at  any  future  period  ?  Now.  as  to  •  the^ 
income  which  a  man  makes  by  his  indu(hy,  and  out  of  which  he  is 
to  lay  up  a  certain  fum  yearly,  how  can  we  make  a  di  Ain£lion  in  thi^ 
cafe  ?  Whatever  thefe  inequalities  may  be,  have  we  the  means,  to 
corrcft  them  ?  ^  We*  muft  take  the  fituations  of  men  as  wc  have 
found  them.  No  human  legiflation  can  regulate  differently.  The 
clear  principle  appears  to  tne  to  be  this  :  That  one.  rule  of  privatioi:| 
•ppli^s  equally  to  all  that  income,  of  whatever  kind  it  may  be, 
l^hich  any  man  receives  within  the  year*;  and  whatever  a  man  i$ 
in  the  habit  pf  £aving,  a  portion  of  his  income,  or  fpending  it  all* 
be  ihall  have  one-tenth  Icfs  to  fave — one-temh  lefs  to  fpend  in  a 
year*  Any  other  financiabfyffero  which  we  may  be  called  on  to 
gdopt,  is  beyond  our  depth,  and  may  lead  us  into  inconvenienciea 
which  we  cannot  now  forefee  ;  and  infiead  of  cpnfulting  the  intcrcfla 
vf  individualsi   you  w^ll  only  couniera^  thpfe  principles  upoi^ 
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Vrhich  their  real  profperity  is  founded.     There  is  one  circumftance 
for  which  a  provifion  is  made  in  the  bill ;  perfons  ivho  are  anxious 
to  lay  up  a  provifion  for  their  offspring,  have  no  furer  way  of  doing 
fo  than  by  making  a  fmall  infurance,  which  is  to  be  dedudled  front 
the  tax  on  their  income.     This  mu(l  at  once  annihilate  all  the 
arguments  that  haVe  been  urged  on  that  head.     It  is  my  wilh  that 
thfs   fneafure  maybe  canvaffcd  over  again;  fori  am  fure,   that 
the  ofrcner  it  is  difcufledy  the  mors  will  gentlemen  be  impreifed 
with  the  propriety  and  fairnefs  of  the  plan  as  it  now  ftandst     I  feel 
its  importance  fo  much,  that  I  would  not  hazard  an  idea  to  which 
I  h»ie  not  given  the  fulled  and  moft  matiiro  coofideration.     I  (hall 
jufl  make  an  obfervation  on  what  had  been  faid  concerning  the  fop4 
pofed  emigration  to  which  this  meafure  would  give  rife.     There 
have  been  two  kinds  of  emigration  mentioned;  that  of  people 
leaving  the  kingdom  for  the  purpofe  of  fettling  in  a  foreign  country^ 
and  that  of  perfons  quitting  their  refidence  in  the  country  to  come 
and  live  in  great  towns.     ^9  to  the  fird,  our  fituation,  thank  God, 
is  happily  fuch,  and  fuch  is  imhappily  the  fltuation  of  other  coun- 
tries, that  I  do  not  believe  it  is  the  difference  of  i  p,  or  even  20 
per  cent.  tl)at  would  induce  any  man  to  go  away  out  of  England 
for  the  purpofe  of  fettling  in  any  other  country.     With  reipedt  to 
the  fecond  kind  of  ^em]gTartion,'  which  an  hooqikrable  gcntlem;nt 
(Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor)  mentioned  when  he  exprefled  his  fears  that 
perfons  would  iquit  the  country,  and  come  and  live  in  cities.  I  will  • 
leave  the  honoural>1e  gentleman  to  (ettle  tliat  point  with  his   next' 
neighbour  (Sir  John  Sinclair),  and  (hall  make  no  other  obfervation 
upon  it,  than  that  of  reverting  to  what  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
feem  to  have  forgotten.     They  forget.  Sir,   that  when  the  bill  of 
daft, year  was  introduced,  all  thefe  dreadful  confequences  were  then 
held  out,  juft  as  they  are  now  ;  and  not  one  of  the  predictions  of 
iKefe  gentlemen  has  been  verified.     There  is  part  of  the  honour- 
al^le  gentleman's  fpeech,  on  which,  before  I  lit  down,  I  muft  make 
an  obfervation*     He  has,  with  a  lingular  prefervation  of  ingenuity, 
attempted  to  fix  a  mod  indecent  and  unwarranted  imputation  on  a. 
bodyofreg)e6bble  gentlemen,  who,  from  principles  of  the  pureft 
padiotifm*  have  ftood  forth  in  aid  of  the  public  fervice,  zf\d  to  ani-. 
n^pjrhc  wholp  conntiy  by  ^^eir  laudable  example.   Does  he  thtnk^ 
tha(  when  he  aflures  us  that  the  profits  they  may  derive  as  loan, 
cpDfx^OTB  ^ya$  the  pdncipalobjed  which  engrofled  their  attention  i^ 
ti^s^jhertbiiik,  I  fay,  that  their  ftake  In  the  country,  or  their  pro- 
Su(i  orife  out  9f  the  pirofits  of  the  kxins  i     If  he  does  nor,  thC; 
whplo  of  his  obfervation  *  was  imtuitous,  unfair,  and  uncandid^  Yet 
thefc  gentlemen,  who  ;;reto  derive  fo  great  a  profit  from  loans^  have 
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^ne^hat  which  will  make  the  loans  every  future  year  ten  miUions 
lefs  ;  they  have  been  conrpiriog  how  they  could  diminilh  their  fu- 
ture  profits.  As  this  was  the  objeft  of  their  meeting,  it  was  un- 
candid  and.  unfair  in  the  honourable  gentleman  to  weaken  by  his 
cold  fuggef^ion,  the  cSeA  which  their  example  muft  have  bad 
throueh  all  the  great  trading  towns  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  for  the  rc-confidcration  of  the  bill— 
For  it,  183;  Againft  it,  23.     Majority,  160. 


The  following  gentlemen  voted  againft  the  re  commitment  of 
the  bill : 

Str  F.  Baring,  G.  Ticrnc}% 

Sir  F.  Burdetf,  W.  J.  Denifon, 

J.  Brogdcn,  C.  Grey, 

Sir  J.  Sinclair,  J- Jckyll, 

B.  Hobhoufc,  W.  Plumer, 
f,.  Wigley,  J.  Nicolls, 
H.  C.  Combe,  W.  Huffey, 

C.  C.  Weftem,  Hon.  St.  A.  St.  John. 

D.  North, 

r/fllfri—W.  Smith  M.  A/ Taylor. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday 9  December  !']• 

•  •• 

Mr.  HoBART  prefbnted  from  the  Hot^fe  of  Commons  the  bill 
for  conrinuing  the  aft  of  the  laft  fefllon,  refpefting  the  fervicc  of 
the  Britifh  Militia  in  Ireland:  and  on  the  queftion  for  the  fecond 
reading, 

The  Earl  of  RADNOR  rofc  and  expreffed  his  unqualified  dif- 
approbation  of  the  meafure.  His  Lordfhip'gave  Minifters  ample 
credit  for  the  general  tenour  of  their  conduft  ;  but  of  fome  parti- 
cular meafures^e  difapproved  ;  among  which,  the  prefent  was  de- 
cidedly one.  His  leading  objeftion  againft  the  bill  was,  that  it 
went  virtually  to  diflblvq  the  Compad  originally  entered  into  be- 
tween the  Country  and  the  Militia  Force— a  meafure  of  the  lund 
was;  he  conceived,  unprecedented  in  the  legiflative  annals  of  the 
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-country.  He  obje^ed  alfoag^ioft  the  meafure,  as  operating  inju- 
rioufly  with  refped  to  the  difcipline  of  the  Militia  ;  and  one  of  the 
worft  effcdJs  it  obvioufly  muft  have,  would  be  the  prevention  of 
men  of  property  from  ferving  in  the  Militia.  His  Lordfliip  then 
adverted  Co  the  hurried  progrefs  of  the  bill ;  and  on  this  head  he 
declared  his  opinion,  that  the  worft  bill  which  any  Minifler  might 
be  difhoneft  enough  to  carry  through  the  Legiflature — even  a  bill  to 
fubvert  the  Monarchy,  and  to  fubftitutc  another  governing  power  in 
its  room,  and  rendered  in  fjrty- eight  hoyrs  for  the  royal  aflent— - 
may  be  called  as  good  law  as  the  bill  in  queAion,  brought  forward 
in  the  prefent  manner. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a. 
fecond  time  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday i  December  17. 

.  On  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill 
for  impofing  a  tax  upon  income  being  ready 

Mr  TIERNEY  wifticd  to  know,  whether  it  was  intended  to 
go  into  the  Committee  on  this  meafure -to-night  ?  He  thought  that 
the  Houfe  (hould  enter  orx  it  with  their  minds  fre(h  and  prepared. 
At  prefent  they  had  been  occupied  with  a  great  number  of  claufes 
on  the  X^nd-tax  Bill;  and,  for  one  at  leaft,  his  mind"  was  not 
futS^iently  fre(h  and  prepared  to  enter  upon  fo  important  a  dif- 
cufllon. 

Mr.  ChancelloryPITT  faid,  he  could  not  think  that  the  Houfc 
was  fo  exhauded  with  attention  to  a  number  of  claufes,  chiefly  of 
mere  form,. as  to  be  unfit  for  the  difcuflion  ;  and  it  was  not  yet  half 
pail  feven  o'clock.  He  did  not  think,  after  the  full  difcuflion  the 
principle  had  undergQne,  that,  on  the  quedion  for  the  Speaker  leav- 
ir^  the  chair,  it  WQ^]d  be  thought  neceflary  to  detain  the  Houfe 
firoip  the  confideration  of  the  detail.  The  Committee  might  now 
proceed  as  far  as  they  found  convenient. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  knew  the  Houfc  might  go  into  the  Com- 
mtttee,  and  might  (it  till  .four  o^clockin  the  morning,  if  they., 
pleafed ;  he  only  fpoke  of  what  he  confidettd  of  general  con- 
venience. .  " 
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*  Mr.  BUXTOK'tlioTight  it  *Wasof  Importance  that  the  mcafufe 
Ihcuid  he  in()rD;d(ately  taken  into  confideradon,  as  the  Chriflmas 
holidays  i^ere  at  hand. 

'  Mf.  WILLIAM  SMITH  faid,  he  had  confiderable  doubts 
Whether  he  ought  not  srgaiti,  on  the  prcfcnt  oceafion,  to  bring  the 
principle  of  the  bill  under  difcuflion.  He  knew  that  fuch  a  pro- 
breeding  was  hot  ex^i^ly  ufual,  though  perfedly  confident  wir^i 
fbriti.  But  He  recoHe^cd  too^  that  if  to  bring  the  principle  again 
into  confidcration  niightbc.new  andunufaarl,  themeafure  itfelf  was 
like^fe  new  and  uttufual.  •  If,  however,  it  wasantendcd  to  hurry  ori 
the  bill  through  the  Houfe  before  Chriftmas  holidays,  he  certainly 
ih(fcAd  think  himfelf  juftified  in  oppofing  all  the  forms  of  the  Houfc 
to  fuch  rapidity  in  a  meafure  of  fuch  confeqoence.  The  forms  of 
the  Houfe  were  intended  ^topr<^yent  imprgper  rapidity.  He  did  not 
mean  to  fay  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  wiftied  any  haftc  which 
titcy  might  confidcr  improper ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  thofe  who 
confidered  the  ba^le^propofed  improper,  could  not  be  accufed  of  add- 
ing from  imprgpcr  motives  in. endeavouring  to  prevent  it.  It 
ieen^ed  to  be  confidetjcd  a  ground  for  rapidity  that  the  fentiments  of 
the  country  werein  favx>ur  of  the  itieaftife.  l)e  did  not  know  this 
to  be  the  cafe.  They  certainly  could  not  be  acquainted  with  the 
JetaitSk  The  bin  ha4  been  printed  only  a  week,  confeqoeritly 
the  country  could  not  have  tiftu:  to  exprefs  any  opinion  as  to  its  de-* 
fail^,  although  they  Aoight  applrt)V€  of  the  principle  of  raiGng  a  part 
df  the  fuppUes  within  the  j^ear.  He  did  not  think  that  any  bad 
oon(equences  eould  arife  frOnfi  poftponing  the  bill  till  after  the  holi- 
4ay«.  it  was  not  intended  to  take  effeA  till  the  firft  of  Aptil  $ 
ahd  eVert  were  the  holidays  to  continue  two  months,  there  would 
be  Abtind&nce  .6f  time  to  ^afs  the  bill,  aod  to  let  it  have  its  full 
cffea.   .  .  » 

Mr,  tJhancellbr  tlTT  faid,  that  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  avowed  hi's  intention  to  oppofe  every  obftacle  in  his  power  w 
the  progrcft  of  the  bill,  this  was  a  rcafon  why  thofe  who  were  friendly 
to  It  (hould  wi(h  to  ferfng  it  on  immediately  \  he  (hould  therefore; 
Brtove.that  the  Speakefr  do  nOw  leai^e  the  chair. 

•  '-Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  certainly  no  man  had  a  qirfckor  in- 
t^FkiSl  tban  the  right-  h^mourable  geAtleittori  %  he  could  not  het^ 
being  furprized  to  hear  the  nght  honourable  gentleman 'miftatc  what; 
hi  had  (aid  fo  foon  after  it  had  been  uttered.  He  Had^faid^  that,  if 
djfpdfctf,  he  fhould  «Mnk  hfmfelf  juftified,  by  the  importance  of  thisi 
nrK?afoiiv  in  the  peculiar  drcorliitance^  of  the  cafis,  Jn  oppoTiiig  every, 
obftacle  to  prevent  its  being  hurried  on  with  what  he  muftcoijiidcir 
as  improper  hafte.    He  might,  fiar  inftancc,  in  every  ftsge,  on  every 


^daufc,  divide  thU  Houfe,  or.f{)eak  fo  loiy  as  N  was  aj^U.*  ^e  d(d 

.not  fa  J  that  he  would  do  fo.     He  knew  C09:  ^cU  yahsiX  ^s^pwifC 

.to  the  Houfe,  and  to  his  own  charaderr  to  ^fjlQ^jpcourfe  Uy ,  fu^  g 

mode  of  proceeding.  '-^.  '•.    ,  .  : 

Mr.  W.  DUNDAS  thought,  that  the  explanation  was  qotsBo^- 
iiftcnt  with  tvhat  the  honourable  gct^tlcman  had  fir$  iaid*.  .      /      ; 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  repeated  his  explanation,    ,  .  »       • 

On  the  queAion  for  the  Sp^akdr  leafing  the  fhair,  thfr;HouiiB 
.divided  ;  -  , 

Againft  it,   3;  For  it,   n6.     Majority,  X13. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  oppofed  the  motion  fbr{K>ft()oning  the  prc9fi>- 
We  of  the  biU.    .  -       .     ;  «-'  ';•  -  j 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  conteiti^J^t.,tRo;preambIc  (houl4  \$i 
poftponed  as  a  matter  of.  courfe.  'vSjj^^^ 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY^  a  variety  of  objc0ian$  tp 
the  meafure  now  under  difcuflion,  but.  he  would  at  prefent  content 
himfelf  with  putting  it  to  the  ferious  confidcration  of  the  Committee 
— lA^  Whether  it  was  a  meafure  that  could  be  adopted  withonjt 
confiderable  danger  to  the  conHitultion  i  ^    tfJIy^^Whetbefeilfke  at* 
tempt  to  enforce  it  was  not  an  infult  added  to  fii^njxirj  tYtii,  arofe 
from  it  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  i     The  principle  of  the  mear 
fure  adopted  laft  year  appeared  to  him  to  l>e  far  Icfs  objedionable  % 
and  it  was  his  opinion  that  ir  (bould  not  be  thus  precipitately  aban- 
doned, ;t}Ut  that,  on  th«  contrary,  it  (houlc)  be  fully  and  fairly  tried 
^— it  is  difficult  for  any  man  to  difcover  with  accoracy  what  is  the 
real  amount  of  another  man*s  propcct>;*-*it  is  oply  from  appearances 
that  he  can  fucceed  in  drawing  any  thing  likea  probable  conjedlurei 
And  on  this  ground  the  bill  cf  laR  year  prqcccded,  and  on  this  ground 
it  proceeded  properfy^  becaUfe  it  is  optional  with  a  man  to  make, 
what  appearance  he  pleafes,  or,  in  other  words,  to  limit  or  increafa 
his  expenditureas  he  may  think  proper.     But  the  nature  of  the  pr&f 
'  fen{^is  altogether  of  a  diSerenr  complexion.     It  makes  no  inquiry 
into  yifible  appc^aiai^es :  •  its  pbvious  principle  and   final  end  is  an 
afleflment  on  bis  incon^^not  upon  his  expenditure.     He  is  caljed 
Vpon  to  declare  the  amoQ|ic;<vf  that  income  ;  and,  if  he  does  not 
rate  It  as  h.igh  as  the  Qommiflioner^  ipay  be  pleafcd  (o  rate  it,  he 
muft  produce  his  books,  or  other  written  documents,  to  prove  the 
fcal  amount  of  bis  property.     No  aliemative  is  left  him  between 
cither  paying  too  much,  or  fubmitdng  to  the  dticlofure  of  his  pri* 
vate  affairs..     This  was,  in  the  mind  of  the  honourable  Baronet, 
an  jnfnrmountable  difficulty,  and  he  would  earnel^ly  deprecate  at-* 
tempting  fucfa  ftroog  mtafures— ^meafures  that  muft  prove  equally 
.  harajBtog  ta  individuals,  and  daiigerous  to  the  Confiitutlon.     Tho 
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Affcflcd-tax  bill  of  laft  year  was  calculated  to  producfe  fevcn  mil- 
lions and  a  half;  it  is  now  acknowledged  it  has  brought  in  above 
four  millions.  From  what  this  defalcation  in  that  part  of  the  rcvc- 
nue  has  arifen,  no  proof  has  been  adduced.  For  his  part  he  would 
again  infift  that  the  meafure  of  the  aflcfltd  taxes  had  not  been  fairly 
tried,  nor  for  a  fuflicient  length  of  time.  Another  circiimflancc  lie 
would  allude  to  was,  the  voluntary  contributions  ;  under  that  de- 
nomination two  millions  have  been  paid  in.  This  was  a  greater 
fum  than  they  were  expc6ted  to  amount  to,  animore  th»n  4ix  miN 
lions  were  raifed  by  thefc  two  modes.  There  were  therefore  no 
if^ry  fatisfa£lory  rcafons  for  thinking  that  the  meafure  of  the  afleffcd 
taxes  had  been  evaded  to  any  confiderable  extent.  All  taxes,  in- 
deed,  are  evaded  more  or  lefs  ;  but  the  fpirit  that  has  manifefted 
itfelf  throughout  the  country  of  voluntarHy  coming  forward  with 
wds  to  povcrnment  is  no  fmall  inducement  to  believe  that  the  cva« 
lion  of  thofe  taxes  was  not  very  confiderable ;  befides  the  afleflment 
of  laft  yejir  arofe  in  many  infianccs  above  a  tenth  per  cent,  it  is  not 
now  propofed  that  it  (hould  be  raifed  higher.  Thofe  whofc  divi- 
dends  were  above  6ol.  alfo  contributed  laft  year  to  the  affcffed 
taxes.  There  was  confcquently,  in  his  opinion,  no  ncccdlty  of  re- 
linquifhing  the  former  plan,  efpecially  as  upon  the  whole  it  appeared 
lefs  unconftitutional  than  the  meafure  now  propofed  in  its  room. 
Befides,  the  mode  of  carr)'ing  it  into  execution  muft  be  found  into- 
lerable and  infulfing  to  the  pride  and  feelings  of  the  country.  Its 
principle  plainly  went  to  fay  that  the  people  of  England  were  not 
fit  to  be  trufled,  or  confulted,  'with  regard  ^o  any  mode  of  taxation. 
Neither  their  heart,  it  fecms,  nor  their  under ftanJing,  '^'as  to  be 
apppealcd  to  when  they  are  called  upon  for  money.  Are  whips  and 
lafhes  then  fo  be  applied  in  order  to  extort  it  from  them  ?  Surely 
the  adoption  of  fuch  har(h  and  opprcflive  meafures,  argues  ignorance 
of  their  temper  and  charaflcr.  The  amount  of  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions conveys  a  very  different  idea  of  their  difpolition,  and 
abundantly  proves  that  they  (hould  experience  a  very  different 
treatment ;  they  cannot  but  feel  that  while  the  prefcnt  meafure  re- 
flects fo  ftrongly  and  fo  unjuftly  upon  their  generofity,  it  alfo  ftrikes 
deeply  at  the  fafety  of  the  Conftitution.  In  either  light  he  would 
ftrenuoufly  oppofe  it.  ' 

The  Right  Honourable  D.  RYDER  flatcd,  that  nothing  was 
more  ufual  than  the  motion  that  had  been  made,  and  he  was  only 
furprixed  that  there  (hould  be  found  any  gentleman  to  oppofe  it ; 
in  all  cafes  it  was  propofed  to  poftpone  the  preamble  of  a  bill,  ^nd 
nothing  now  was  afked,  but  what  was  uniformly  purfued  on  ftich 
occalion^.     The  confidcration  of  the  preamble  could  not  .well  be 
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jpne  Into  befoce  <be  tliUfes  had  been  duly  exnmned,  odierwtfe 
maekf  cf  them  siighc  afterwards  be  found  to  be  inconfiftent  with 
Ae  pfvambk.  He  did  not,  however,  mean  to  fay  that  Ats  obfer- 
yttdkm  ¥ras  applicable  to  the  prefent  bilL  As  to  the  truth  of  the 
fiatetnent  of  the  preannble,  he  thought  it  fufficiently  grounded,  ad 
the  preamble  now  flood,  and  whether  the  provifions  of  the  bill  had 
Ixeh  -evaded,  or  not,  and  precifely  to  what  eictent,  it  was  now  diffi- 
x*(At  to  prove.  The  Houfe  had  already  before  tfiem  all  the  infor- 
mation they  could  have  on  that  fubjed,  and  it  was  generally  acknow* 
-iedged  that^feveral .  perfons  had  not  beeii  alTefled  in  a  juft  proportion 
to  their  circumftances,  which  was  enough  to  fobftantiate  the  latUT 
{>an  of  the  preamble.  Before  he  iat  down  he  had  aUb  to  obferv^ 
-that  this  was  not  the  moment  for  difcuffing  the  princijple  of  the  bill^ 
-and  efpectaily  he  could  not  bear  to  hear  it  fpoken  olf  in  terms  lb 
4iarfh^nd  Polentas  thofe  made  ufe  of  by  the  honourable  Baronet. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  bill  that  could  judify  them  ;  and  diey 
came  with  an  extreme  bad  grace  from  a  perfon  who  favoured  the 
-principle  of  raifing  a  part  of  the  fupplies  within  the  year,  and  who 
acknowledged  the  danger  of  the  crifis  in  which  the  country  was 
now  involved.  They  wese  words  fovery  violent,  indeed,  as.(hpuld 
never  be  applied  to  any  meafare  that  had  been  fuffered  to  be  dif- 
cufTed  even  for  a  moment  by  that  Houfe.  He  would  not  fay  that 
foch  language  was  intentionally  ufed  as  inflammatory,  but  neither 
could  he  forbear  marking  it  with  that  cenfure  which  in  his  opinion 
it  jiiftly  called  for. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  confeflcd  that  the  words  alluded 
'to  were  ftrong  ones  ;  but  he  was  alfo  ready  to  prove  that  they  were 
not  Wronger  than  what  might  be  defervedly  applied  tofeveral  claufes 
of  the  bill.  This  he  would  prove  when  they  came  under  difcufiion. 
He  would  alfo  objed  to  the  power  with  which  it  was  to  arm  the 
Executive  Government ;  it  might  eaiiiy  be  carried  to  dangerous 
'lengths,  and  thefe  extremes,  whoever  wifhed  well  to  the  Conlilitu- 
tton,  (hould  jealoufly  guard  againft.  The  fame  jealouiy  dire£)ed  us 
not  to  arm  civil  or  criminal  magidrates  with  too  ihong  a  power, 
which  might  be  carried  to  lengths  that  would  afFedl  the  innocent. 
The  tame  caution  was  wifely  obfervcd  when  there  was  queftion  of 
granting  tomagiftratesthe  power  of  taking  up  reputed  thieves.  An 
e^^ually  vigilant  caution  ihould  watch  over  plans  of  taxation  i  be- 
caufe  a  tax  may  have  b^n  evaded,  is  furely  no  reafon  why  a*  power 
ihotdd  be  given  to  opprefs  a  man  who  never  had  any  intention  to 
'  evade  it,  in  order  to  enable  Government  ro  get  at  thofe  who  may 
have  in  reality  avaded  it.  Thb  would  be  arming  the  Executive 
<jovemment  with  a  very  extraordinary  and  a  very  dangerous  powet  2 

Voi.  VIL  O  o 
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but  we  are  told  the  meafure  muft  be  refoited  l0|  bficau&,  by  the 
failure  of  the  former  one,  the  revenue  loft  two  oiillions.  But  two 
XDiUions  were  well  loft,  in  his  opinion^  fooner  than  we  (hould  lofe 
the  integrity  of  the  Conftitution.  But  he  denied  that  the  revenue 
could  fuftain  any  lofs ';  on  the  contrary,  it  would  gain  more  bf 
placing  more  confidence  in  the  good  will  and  liberality  of  the  peo^ 
pie.  By  gentle  means  every  thing  may  be  had  from  them  ;  by 
force,  nothing.  The  character  of  the  people  (hould  not  be.  miC- 
taken  — if  they  are  taken  by  the  generous  hold,  there  would  be  no 
end  to  their  generoiity :  we  (hould  therefore  be  watchful  to  prevent 
tbetr  good  difpofition  from  being  infulted  and  abufed. 
.  Mr.  WIGLEY  confeiTed  that  it  was  the  ufual  prafiice  of  the 
Houfe  to  podpone  the  preamble  of  moft  bills,  but  he  did  not  fee 
why  that  practice  (hould  be  perfifted  in  if  the  fad  contained  in  the 
preamble  was  a(rerted  to  be  &lfe,  which  was  the  cafe  on  the  prefent 
occafion. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  a(rured  the  Committee  that  he  had 
never  before  heard  a  debate  upon  this  ftage  of  a  bill,  and  it  was  his 
wi(h  to  clofe  it  in  a  fair  manner.  To  poftpone  the  preamble  of  a 
bill  was  furely  as  much  a  matter  of  courfe  as  almoft  any  of  the  forms 
of  the  Houfe ;  but  to  prevent  the  procraftination  and  delay  of  the 
bufinefs,  which  feemed  to  be  the  objedl  of  fome  gentlemen,  he  was 
willing  to  humour  them  in  the  prefent  inftance.  He  would,  how- 
ever, appeal  to  the  feelings,  to  the  honour,  to  the  candor,  and  to 
the  information  of  every  gentleman  who  had  a  knowledge  of  the 
country,  whether  profiting  by  that  information  which  they  derived 
from  dieir  local  (ituation,  and  putting  their  hand  upon  their  hearts^ 
they  were  not  ready  to  agree  that  the  affelfed  taxes  had  been  (hame* 
fully  evaded.  They  were  confequently  convinced  that  the  pream- 
ble of  the  bill  ftated  nothing  but  the  truth  ;  indeed,  there  could  be 
fcarcely  found  any  one  that  entertained  a  doubt  of  it.  On  this  he 
would  move  that  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  be  now  taken,  waving  the 
ufual  cuftom  of  poftponing  the  preamble. 

Mr«  LLOYD  profefled  himfelJFa  firm  friend  to  the  prefent  mea- 
fure ;  and  he  had  often,  he  faid,  heard  the  condud  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Pitt)  arraigned  for  not  having  brought 
forward  a  fimilar  plan  fooner,  when  every  fubjeft  in  the  kingdom 
was  ready  and  willing  to  contribute  towards  the  exigencies  of  the 
State.  He  would  beg  his  pardon  ;  but  he  muft  fay  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  hitherto  been  miftaken  in  his  pjan,  for 
the  plan  the  country  wifhed  for  was  one  that  (hould  tax  all  equally. 
The  plan  of  laft  year  did  not  anfwer  their  wifhes  in  that  re(pe^  ; 
the  prefent  qoe  doe$^  for  all  defcriptions  are  defirous  to  fee  the  (aa^ 


I 


Dec.  17.]  DEBATES.  aSj 

fall%  equally  upon  atl— «induftry  had  hitherto  been  heavily  tzxcd^ 
nvhile  thofe.who  poiTefled  immenfe  fums  from  mortgages,  and  in 
the  funds,  were  left  untouched,  and  without  ever  having  been  caHed 
upon  to  bring  in  their  mite  towards  tihe  public  exigencies  of  their 
country.  He  hoped  every  gentleman  would  arteft  that  this  was  the 
general  wi(h  of  the  nation.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  dofo,  and  that 
duty  he  was  ready  to  perform. 

The  question  was  thtn  put,  that  the  preamble  do  (land  part  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  objcfled  to  the  preamble's  (Wnding  part  of  the 
bill :  he  agreed  with  an  honourable  gentleman,  that  har(h  word^ 
fhould  not  be  ufed — harfli  words  were  always  impolitic  ;  but  words 
which  were  applicable  to  the  meafure,  which  defcribed  it,  and  bj 
which  it  would  be  recognifcd  and  known,  werefurely  proper  to  be 
ufed.  Now  in  his  mind  the  preamble  was  a  dircA  and  grofs  charge 
.upon  alt  the  gentry  of  England,  and  if  the  henourable  gentleman 
complains  of  harfh  words,  he  will  find  them  in  the  text  of  his 
preamble.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  fays, 
let  every  man  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  fay,  whether  he  doe» 
not  know  that  the  aflfefled  taxes  were  evaded.  Let  us  firft'  know 
ivhat  he  mrans  by  evafion.  If  he  means  that  under  this  tax,  gen- 
tlemen kept  fewer  horfes,  fewer  carriages,  fewer  houfes,  and  abridged 
the  luxuries  in  which  they  formerly  indulged,  and  i(  he  calls  thi» 
evafion,  they  may  have  evaded ;  but  was  not  this  diminution  of 
luxury  rendered  neccflary  by  the  circumAances  of  the  times  i  If 
the  accumulated  weight  of  the  burdens  of  the  war  had  obliged  men 
to  retrcndi,  was  ihis  to  be  called  evafion  ?  Mr.  Ticniey  had  not 
in  his  own  indancc,  kept  a  horfe  lefs>  but  was  there  any  blame 
imputable  to  the  man  who  had  from  prudence  or  from  neceflity  Icf^ 
fened  his  expence  ?  For  all  evafions  which  could  be  conceivedji 
this  new  bill  had  provided  retnedies,  and  furety  there  was  no  argu^ 
ment  for  fctting  out  with  a  harfh  imputation  on  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  England  ;  the  words  could  admit  of  no  other  confirudion. 
When  gentlemen  fwore  oflTon  the  fcore  of  income  from  the  afTefled 
taxes,  to  call  this  evafion  was  to  fay  that  they  had  been  guilty  of 
direct,  wilful  and  grofs  perjury.  But  he  would  now  beg  leave  to 
aflc,  at  what  particular  period,  and  under  what  circumfiances  was  it 
that  the  country  was  to  be  thus  branded  as  not  being  fit  to  t)e  tfufied 
upon- their  oath  ?  Was  k  not  after  the  right  honourable  gentlenuia 
had  eftimated  the  Yental  of  the  nation  at  one  hundred  .millions  flerN 
ing,  and  after  the  fum  raifod  for  the  exigencies  of  the  lad  year  had 
amounted  to  30  millions  ?  .Was  it  not  then  after  the  country  h^s 
willingly  given  one  third  of  their  property  for  the  public  feivicc  ^ 
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It  was,  therefiire,  peculiarly  haidj  when  new  taxes  were  now  to  bo 
i:aifed,  that  they  (hould  not  be  called  for  in  more  decent  terms.  It 
wasdoubtlefs  (till  harder  to  be  fubjeded  to  the  imputation  of  per- 
jury>  without  any  means  of  getting  rid  of  the  imputation,  for  fliould 
a  man  be  fuppofed  b^  the  furveyors  to  have  under-rated  his  income^ 
what  means  has  he  of  proving  that  he  has  not  incurred  this  foul  im* 
putadon  ?  Againft  fo  monftrous  a  plan  he  muft  raife  his  v<mcc  iiv 
khalf  of  the  people  of  England,  whom  he  could  not  patiently  fee 
thus  taxed,  not  only  in  pocket,  but  in  charafter. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  W.  Smith  and  Mr.  EUifon  the 
preamble  vjas  agreed  to. 

Loni  HAWKESBURY  faid  the  words  in  the  preamble  «  fundry 
ini^ances"  did  not  juAify  the  aflertioi\,  that  it  was  a  charge  of  fraud 
and  evafion  againft  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  of  England,  in 
which  light  the  honourable  gentleman  hadreprefented  it. 

Mr.  JONES  thought  the  preamble  only  refleded  upon  the 
<'  iiindry  in(famces,"  and  did  not  affed  the  great  ma(s  of  the  people. 

He,  therefore,  did  not  obje£t  to  the  preamble,  though  he  ad- 
mitted there  were  feveral  claufes  in  the  bill  of  an  unconfiitutional 
and  inquiiitorial  nature,  to  which  he  could  not  aflent. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  pcrfeflly  ^rced  with  Mr.  Ticmcy, 
that  if  there  were  only  a.  few  inftancesof  evaiion,  they  could  form 
no  fufficient  ground  for  a  new  legiflative  a£t,  as  would  be  the  cafe 
had  the  de£dcation  been  to  a  great  amount.  But  by  the  modifica- 
tions introduced  into  the  aflfefled  taxes  bill,  the  eftimate  was  reduced 
to  4,500,0001.  and  it  was  ftated  that  it  had  produced  4,ooo,oooL 
fo  that  in  h£k  the  deficit  was  only  one  ninth,  a  variation  not  more 
Gonfiderable  than  had  been  often  found  in  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's eftimates  and  calculations. 

Mr.  ELLISON  conceived  the  propofed  delay  frivolous ;  that 
the  preamble  recited  the  real  h&,  and  ought  immediately  to  be 
read. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  cenfured  the  laft  gentleman  for  applying  fuch 
a  term  as  frivolous  to  the  debate  upon  a  queftioh  which  he  confi- 
dered  as  highly  important. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  that 
the  preamble  (hould  be  read  and  ftand  part  of  the  bill. 

When  the  firft  claufc  was  read, 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  (hould  oppofe  this  claufe,  becaufe  he 
confidered  it  as  a  great  breach  of  faith,  inafmuch  as  it  repealed  the 
afTcfTed  taxes,  which  were  pledged  to  a  certain  extent  to  pay  off  the 
loan  of  fifteen  millions,  ralfed  for  the  fcrvice  of  laft  year.  Thofe 
who  lent  their  money  in  that  loan  did  it  upon  the  faith  that  it 
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wo^jki  be  paid  off  in  a  pven  time,  by  the  opeiation  of  die  affefled 
taices.  But  they  were  now  to  be  told  that  Government  did  not 
chqofci  to  keep  their  word.  This  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  violatioa 
of  the  terms  which  had  been  agreed  upon.  It  was  no  anfwer  to 
fay  to  thofe  who  have  lent  their  money,  we  have  done  you  no  injuiy  ; 
that  was  a  point  he  did  not  feel  himfelf  bound  to  argue  ;  it  was  fuf^ 
ficicnt  for  him  to  ftate,  that  Government  bad  not  kept  theb  faith 
with  tbe^  public.'  He  really  felt  a  ferious  difficulty  upon  this  fub* 
y^&f  and  he  wi(hed  the  right  honouraUe  gentMftan  would  fatisfy 
his  doubts  upon  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  was  ha^^pjr  to  have  it  in  his 
fower  to  relieve  the  honourable  gentleman  from  ai^  difficulties  he 
might  feel  upon  this  fubjedl.  In  the  firfl  place,  if  there  was  in 
Kality  any  foundation  for  this  objeSIon,  it  could  not  apply  to  this 
claufe,  becaufe  it  merely  repealed  the  aiTeffed  taxes,  and  impoicd 
other  duties  in  their  room,  which  other  duties  the  Houfe  had  un* 
doubtedly  the  right  of  difpofing  in  any  manner  they  pleafed.  Par* 
liament  might,  if  it  pleafed,  apply  the  duties  to  be  raifed  under  the 
prefent  bill  to  the  fame  purpofe  as  the  aflefled  taxes,  which  wtNild 
haveth^  efFed  of  doing  that  in  one  year  which  would  otherwifebe 
dooc  in  two  or  thfee  But  it  was  faid  there  was  a  breach  of  fiiith  x 
be  wifhed  to  know  with  whom  ?  There  was  no  agreement  of  aiiy 
kind  with  the  perfom^*  with  whom  the  loan  was  contrafled  as  to  the 
period  at  which  it  wai5  to  be  paid  off.  The  fydem  adopted  la(l 
year,  of  appropriating  the  amount  of  the  afleflisd  taxes  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  loan  in  a  given  period,  was  not  the  reAilt  of  any  con- 
tfntSt  whatever  with  thofe  who  advanced  their  money  on  the  lodUi* 
But  it  furely  could  not  be  conlidered  as  breach  of  f^th  with  them* 
if  by  the  application  of  a  much  larger  fum,  the  debt  was  paid  off>  in 
a  much  fhorter  time.  Whatt  ver  alteration,  therefoit,  was  made  iit 
their  fituation,  was  evidently  nnuch  to  their  advantage.  The  pro* 
duee  of  the  afleffed  taxes  were  applicable  in  the  fame  manner,  m 
the  finking  fund,  and  the  one  ^ler  cent,  i^on  all  ^  loans  wMck 
were  now  made. 

Mr.  Tierncy  and  Mr.  ChancclIoT  Pitt  feverally  explained. 

The  claufe  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  fecond  claufe  being  read, 

Mr.  WIGLEY  objcfted  to  it  on  the  ground  thatk  affefied  a* 
property  in  an  equal  manner.  If  th«  ivas  merely  a  tax  for  one 
year,  he  ffaould  not  have  fek  himfelf  k  ound  to  ohjcd  to  it  in  fe 
fixong  a  manner,  but  as  he  fuppofed  it  woa  W  be-of  much  longer  du- 
ration,  he  fhould  trt)uble  the  Committee  fhortly  with  flating  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  fhould  objed  to  it.^ 
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The  great  bbjcflion  he  had  to  it  was,  that  it  made  no  dHKn6Kon 
between  the  difFcrent  degrees  of  property,  but  made  a  man  who  waa 
only  a- tenant  for  life  gay  as  much  as  a  man  who  was  poflfefled  of 
an  eAate  in  fee  limple.  It  made  a  man  who  had  only  a  (hort  an- 
nuity contribute  equally  with  a  man  who  had '  the  mod  beneficial 
landed  eftate.  There  were  innumerable  cafes  he  might  ptft,  to 
fliow  the  great  inequality  of  this  tax.  Suppofe  a  man  had  a  bene- 
ficial leafe  which  was  to  expire  in  one  year,  why  he  would  pay  as 
much  for  that  one?  year,  which  was  in  faft  his  capital,  as  the  mad 
with  a  fee-fimple  would  for  that  which  was  his  income. 

But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  upon  a  former  occafion 
dated,  that  in  thcfe  cafes  a  man  might  infure  his  life,  which  would 
put  him  in  the  fame  (ituation  with  a  man  who  had  a  mote  beneficial 
intereft.  There  were  a  great  variety  of  cafes  in  which  a  man 
could  not  infure  himfelf ;  for  inftance,  a  profeflional  man— how- 
could  he  infure  himfelf  in  the  continuance  of  his  prefent  income  f 
There  were  many  circumftances  which  might  render  him  incapa- 
ble of  providing  in  the  fame  manner  for  his  family.  Profeflionat 
cnK>Iument  depended  upon  a  man's  health,  and  often  upon  popohr 
opinion,  which  could  not  be  infured.  A  man  who  was  in  trade 
was  in  the  fame  iituation.  The  only  way,  in  his  t>pinion,  to  re^ 
medy  this  inequality,  where  infurance  was  poflible,  would  be  to 
dedud^  the  infurance  out  of  the  tax,  and  this  would  in  fome  degree 
put  the  perfon  who  had  only  a  temporary  income  upon  a  footing 
with  a  man  who  had  a  permanent  eftate.  He  (hould  therefore^ 
move,  in  claufe  two,  which  runs  as  follows,  to  leave  out  the  words 
in  italics,  and  inftead  of  the  words,  <<  Whether  any  fuch  income 
as  aforefaid,"  the  word  "  which"  (hould  be  infertcd  : 

<<  And  during  the  term  hereinafter  mentioned,  there  (hall  be 
<<  raited,  levied,  celledled,  and  paid  annually  unto  and  for  the  uk 
*<  of  His  Majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceflbrs,  throughout  the  kingdom 
•*  of  Great  Britain,  iqwn  all  income  arifing  from  property  in  Great 
^*  Britain  belonging  to  any  of  His  Majefty's  fubjedls,  although  not 
**  refident  in  Great  Britain,  and  upon  all  income  of  every  perfon 
'^  refiding  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  ever)'  body  politic  or  corporate, 
^'  or  company,  fraternity,  or  fociety  of  peffons  (whether  corporate 
'*  or  not  corporate)  in  Great  Britain,  whether  any  fuch  income  as 
•*^r(f/ir/rf  [which]  fhall  arife  from  lands,  tenements,  or  hcrcdi- 
**  taments,  wherefoever  the  fame  (hall  be  (ituate,  in  Great  Britain 
**  or  elfewhere,  or  from  any  kind  of  perfonal  propfrty,  or  other  pro* 
"  perty  whatever^  or  from  any  profejjion^  office^  employmentf  trade,  or 
"  vocation,  thefeveral  rates  and  duties  following.*' 
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*Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  (hould  hot  hive  oocafion  long 
to  trouble  the  Committee  upon  this  fubje£t,  as  it  was  one  which  he 
had  before  difcufled  at  fome  length.   He  wiflied  gentlemen  ferioufly 
to  confider  before  they  gave  their  fupport  to  the  amendment  whidi 
had  been  moved,  becaufe  if  they  agreed  to  that  amendment,  they 
would  deftroy  the  very  fundamental  principle  on  which  that  biU 
was  founded.     Before  he  proceeded  any  farther,  he  wifhed  to  know 
whether  he  was  corred  in  fuppoiing  diat  the  Houfe  had  given  their 
-approbation  to  the  principle  of  railing  a  large  part  of  the  fupplies 
within  the  year.     If  then  they  were  to  raife  a  part  of  the  fupplies 
within  the  year,  it  muft  obvioufly  mean  that  they  were  to  be  raifed 
from  funds  exifting  within  the  year,  and  that  in  raifing  the  money 
they  were  to  confider  only  the  year  in  which  the  fupply  was  to  be 
raif^.     This  was  a  plain  and  uniform  propofition,  and  confident 
with  general  policy.     If  they  were  to  attempt  to  raife  the  tax  upon 
any  other  principle,  it  would  no  longer  be  a  tax  upon  income,  but 
a  tax  upon  capital.     There  was  no  diftindlion  in  point  of  fad, 
whether  Government  raifed -the  money  by  a  loan,  or  whether  they 
raifed  it  by  a  tax  upon  individuals,  compelling  them  to  have  re* 
courfe  to  individual  loans.     In  either  cafe  they  were  not  raifing  tho 
fupplies  within  the  year,  becaufe  they  were  impofing  burdens  upon 
pofterity,  and  rendering  them  lefs  able  to  fuftain  the  burdens  which 
might  then  be  neceflary.     This  was  not  the  principle  of  the  prefent 
meafure,  ic  was  to  raife  the  fupplies,  or  a  large  part  of  them,  within 
the  year,  and  confequcntly  from  funds  exifiing  within  the  year ; 
Ibis  he  avowed  was  the  policy  of  the  prefent  meafure.     But  it  was 
£ud,  that  a  man  who  had  a  permanent  eftate  ought  to  pay  more  than 
a  man  who  had  only  a  temporary  or  lifs  eibite.     He  contended, 
that  upon  die  principle  he  had  laid  down,  there  was  no  foundation 
for  fuch  an  argument,  becaufe  a  man  of  a  permanent  edate  had  no 
more  means  of  paying  out  of  his  income  than  a  man  who  had  a  lefs 
beneficial  efiate.     If  they  were  to  make  a  man  pay  a  greater  propor- 
tion to  this  tax  becaufe  he  had  a  permanent  eOate,  what  would  be 
the  confequence?     Why,  that  he  would  pay  at  once  for  ths  prefent 
and  for  the  future ;  but  by  paying  for  the  future  it  would  not  ex** 
cmpt  his  pofterity,  for  they  muft  alfo  pay.     Suppofe  a  man  had  a 
life  efiate  of  i,oooL  a  year,  and  that  he  died  at  the  end  of  thq  yc^r, 
and,  the  eftate  went  to  a  ftranger  ?     Suppofe  another  man  had  an 
cfbite  of  the  fame  amount  in  fee-timple,  and  that  he  was  to  pay^  ac- 
cording to  gentlemen's  calculations,  three  times  as  much  as. another. 
If  the  latter  died  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  eftaie  defcend^d'to 
his  fon,  the  confequence  would  be,  that  the  tatter  efiate  would  have 
.{Kiid  fisi  times  as  muqb  as  the  other.  .  The  mor^..<hi$  meafure.  was 


its  PARLIAMENTARY  tCouuoHM. 

Jttsely  to  neur  ikmi  die  general  convi£Uoa  of  itejbeing  faigbly  be- 
aefichil  to  the  pAlic,  the  ftivMiger  thn  argufnent  was. 

With  rc^6t  to  what  had  been  (aid  lefpedtng  infurance,  he  beg- 
ged to  iay  a  word  or  twa  He  never  faid  (bat  a  fnan  pofifeilmg  a 
lefs  beneficial  income  nnuft  inffure  himfelfy  in  order  to  put  himfelf 
l^x)n  an  equality  with  a  man  who  had  a  more  pennaoent  one  ;  be- 
caufe  upon  the  principle  he  had  juft  laid  down>  viz.  of  their  both 
]Kiyingoat  of  tbeir  income,  their  fituations  would  be  equal ;  but  be 
oikided  to  the  pottbtlity  of  infurance,  in  anfwer  to  fome  argu- 
meats  which  had  been  urged  on  the  ground  of  individual  hardftip:  ^ 
A  man  m4»  from  Ms  income  was  able  to  lay  up  a  large  fum  an- 
fwallyy  certainly  was  not  entitled  to  ihe  compaflion  of  the  'Com- 
laittee.  An  honourable  Baronet  had,  a  few  nights  ago,  ftated  the 
iMimbcrof  this  dais  of  perfons  to  be  3,000,  but  upon  what  Jafu 
ht  had  (bonded  Ins  calculations  he  had  not  informed  the  Houfe. 
But  ceitainly  tbufe  perfons  whefe  income  was  barely  fuffieient  to 
jnaintain  (their  (unilies,  could  not  rake  a  cheaper  mode  of  providing 
ior  them,  than  by  infuring  (heir  lives.'  Another  cafe,  however,  was 
pot,  asibeing  a  ^ill  fironger  one,  viz.  that  of  a  perfon  who  had  laid 
«ut  Ms  money  in  the  purchafe  of  (hort  annwties*  He  coiild  hardly 
duppofe  the  cafe  of  a  inafi  invefting  the  whole  of  his  property  in 
tfhort  annuities,  and  refervtng  no  provision  far  the  remainder  <if  his 
life  after  the  termination  of  thefe  annuities^  He  could  hardly,  he 
faid, believe  thata  nran  would  choofe  to  be  rich  for  a  (hort  <^eriod  of 
;his  life,  with  die  ceitainty  of  beggary  for  the  remainder  of  it :  but 
even  in  that  cafe,  he  might  infure  his  annuity.  He,  however,  faw 
no  rcafon  n^hy  a  perfon  who  chofe  tolive  like  a  rich  man,  ihould  fiet 
contribute  like  a  ridi  man.  , 

With  refpeA  to  the  various  interefls  Which  men  might  bavc  in 
landed  ^ftates,  he  wouM  defy  all  the  lawyers  in  £n^and  to  define 
them  with  predion,  aiui  he  would  defy  all  the  calcula^yrs  in  Eng- 
land (if  they  could  undetftand  the  drfinitions  of  the  lawyers]  to 
calculate  their  different  value.  Under  thefe  grounds  he  ihould  give 
the  amendment  of  the  learned  gentleman  his  moft  decided  ne- 
gative. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  had  no  oppotition  to  offer  to 
the  principle  of  the  bill ;  the  Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  bad 
ftated  that  it  was  not  a  meafure  of  duty  upon  capital,  or,  in  other 
words,  upon  property,  but  -upon  income.  The  principle  of  the  bill, 
however,  was  departed  from  in  fome  particulars;  he  m^Hnt  this 
*obfervation  to  apply  to  Short  Annuides.  He  did  not,  however,  op- 
pofc  any  part  of  the  bill,  but  he  muft  ex^rcTs  a  hope  that  it  roi^t 
Aindergo  -fome  modifications^     He  had  tdhferred  with  hb  -toB- 
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fikuents,  and  he  was  happy  in  being  able  to  inform  the  Committee, 
that  his  conftitucnts  had  no  obje6)ion  whatever  to  contribute  from 
their  mercantile  income  to  the  fervice  of  the  Statc^  although  they 
felt,  that  by  this  meafure  they  were  taxed  double  the  proportion  they 
could  have  been  called  upon  in  any  other  mode  of  tapiation  ;  or 
rather,  they  paid  double  to  that  which  perfons  living  upon  an  in- 
come which  was  not  the  produce  of  their  induftry  paid.  There 
were  fome  parts  of  the  meafure  which  he  thought  rather  unconftitu- 
tional — he  meant  the  mode  of  enforcing  theadt — but  this  and  fome 
other  points  he  hoped  would  be  modified. 

Mr-  DENT  faid  it  was  a  tax  not  only  on  income,  but  on  pro- 
perty aU(),  and  was  calculated  to  create  very  invidious  diftindions 
with  rcfpedl  to  the  funds ;  for  no  man,  after  it  palTed,  would  wifli 
to  be  a  holder  of  (hort  annuities, 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  if  there  was  a  diftinc- 
tion  made  with  refpe<£t  to  (hort  annuities,  it  would  equally  apply  to 
every  other  fpecics  of  income  not  permanent,  and  the  adoption  of  it 
would  ncceffariljf  bring  this  meafure,  in(iead  of  being  a  tax  on  in- 
come, to  be  a  tax  on  capital.  The  di(lin6tion  attehipted  to  be  made 
between  cftatcs  in  fee-limple  and  for  life,  could  be  only  productive 
of  effects  wholly  prejudicial  to  and  deftru£tive  of  the  meafure.  The 
principle  on  which  all  taxes  had  been  founded  was  that  of  taxing 
income.  Where  attempts  had  been  made  to  tax  capital,  they  had 
always  failed.  The  original  land  tax  of  4s.  in  the  pound  was  a  tax 
on  the  landed  income  of  the  country.  It  was  a  fifth  of  the  landed 
income?,  not  only  of  the  tenant  in  fee-(imple,  but  of  the  tenant  for 
life  :  no  diftindlion  had  ever  been  made  between  them,  nor  had  he 
ever  heard  anv  objedlion  made  to  placing  them  on  the  fame  foot* 
^ng  ;  the  reafon  was,  it  was  acknowledged  as  the  ordinary  principle 
of  taxation.  He  conceived  what  was  now  propofed  as^  an  amend- 
ment, a  departure  from  the  principle^  of  the  bill,  inafmuch  as  it 
(ought  to  convert  a  tax  on  infcomc  into  a  tax  oji  property. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  expre(red  himfclf  furprizcd 
at  the  amendment.  That  in  a  tax  upoa  income,  there  (hould  occur 
a  vafl  number  of  difficulties,  was  obvious  ;  that  in  a  tax  on  capita], 
there  (hould  occur  a  vaft  number  of  difficulties,  was  obvious  ;  but 
the  circumftance  which  more  particularly  furprized  him  with  regard 
to  the  amendment  was,  that  it  was  not  a  fubditution  of  a  tax  on 
capital,  in  lieu  of  a  rax  on  income,  but  a  tax  on  a  part  of  a  ca- 
pital fubjedl  to  more  inconveniences  than  even  a  general  tax.  It 
had,  he  confcfTcd,  ftruck  him  forcibly  at  firft,  that  an  equal  tax  on 
a  tenant  in  fee  fnnple,  and  a  tenant  for  life,  whofc  cftate  was 
limited,  was  uniurt ,  but  when  he  reflcded  on  the  various  modifi- 
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catloTiij  of  property,  and  the  limttations  of  whidi  cftates  were  fcf- 
ceptibk,  he  was  perfuaded  that  a  different  fyftem  would,  trith  rc- 
fpcifl  to  the  tenant  in  fec-fimple,  be  injurious,  and  with  regard  to 
the  tenant  for  life,  inapplicable.  He  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  excufc  him  for  laying,  that  he  confidered  bis  firil  opinion 
upon  the  fubjedt  the  moft  ignorant  propofirioh  hrs  mind  had  ever 
adopted.  Were  the  tenant  for  life  to  be  taxed  in  a  lefs  propcfrtion, 
according  to  his  income,  than  the  tenant  in  fee,  the  confequcnce 
might  be,  that  the  former,  who  might  be  without  any  family,  and 
whofe  eftatc  was  limited  to  a  ftranger,  would  pay  comparatively 
trifling  to  what  would  be  paid  by  the  tenant  in  fec-fimple,  with, 
perhaps,  a  large  family.  Befides,  thofc  who  wifhcd  to  introduce 
fudha  diftinflion  -did  not  feem  to  be  aware  of  fuch  things  as  bene- 
ficial leafcs  for  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  at  a  pepper-corn 
rent ;  they  were  n<>t  aware  of  executors'  devrfes ;  they  had  forgot 
there  were  in  the  law  what  were  called  contingencies  and  doubU 
"contingencies,  terms  which  the  Committee  could  not  undcrftand, 
nor  he  explain,  unlefs  he  had  brought  his  law  books  down  with 
him.  The  difference  ftated  to  exift  with  refpeft  to  the  Income  of  a 
man  who  had  300I.  a  year  in  fliort  annuities,  and  one  who  had 
300I.  a  year  on  a  perpetuity,  feemed  to  him  very  cxtraordinaiy ;  it 
brought  the  argument  entirely  to  this  point,  i^hether  they  would 
have  a  tax  on  income  or  capital  ?  He  had  the  fame  difficulty  in 
perceiving  the  neceffity  for  fuch  a  diftinflion,  as  he  had  in  anfwcring 
a  perfon  who  onee  applied  to  him  for  legal  advice,  ftating,  that  an 
eftatc  for  fife  had  been  left  him  during  life,  but  not  to  commence 
till  after  the  death  of  the  widow  of  the  pei:fon  who  left  the  eftatc* 
She  was,  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  tcftator,  forty  ;  and  when 
the  tenant  for  life  came  to  aflc  advice,  (he  was  ninety.  He  com- 
plained heavily  of  the  hardfliip  of  being  kept  fo  long  out  of  poffef- 
fion,  and  afked  if  there  was  any  equity  ?  He  next  proceeded  to 
ftate,  that  perfor^l  eftate  was  fubjcdl  to  fuch  infinite  divcrfity  and 
modifications  as  brought  it  within  the  fame  rule  as  that  refpcdling^ 
eftatcs  for  life.  Upon  the  whole,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  attending 
to  the  nature  of  landed  cftates,  either  in  fee  or  for  life,  perfonal 
eftate  and  income,  the  tax  was  fo  general,  that  if  it  were  defirable 
at  all,  no  relief  could  be  given  without  deftroying  the  very  principle 
of  it.  He  then  referred  to  what  Mr.  Alderman  Lulhington  had 
obferved.  He  faid,  what  the  Alderman  had  ftated  was  an  honour 
to  a  commercial  country.  For  himfclf,  he  was  proud  to  have  it  in 
his  power  toaftcrt,  that  the  public  mind  had  at  laft  become  fatisficd 
the  exertions  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons  Tiad  fecurcd  public  happi- 
ncfs  by  fccuring  the  Conftitution.     He  happened  to  hold  his  high 
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oficc  ill  times  peculiarly  tvoublefome ;  but  he  believed*  no  one  had^ 
ever  held  it  in  times  arduous  as  the  prefent,  vho  had  beea  able  to 
(hte  to  a  Jury  what  be  had  lately  flated  upon  a  public  occaiion  ; 
nor  did  he  believe  there  was  a  country  in  the  world  where  a  perfon, 
fituated  as  be  was,  would  have  been  able  to  have  Hated  as  much 
after  fuch  a  ftruggle  as  we  had  been  engaged  in.  The  great 
biefling  of  the  country  was,  that  the  people  felt  their  independence, 
and  were  fenfible  the  laws  afforded  them  (he\ter,  and  (bed  over  them 
a  kind  of  fuilering  influence,  which,  in  gratitude,  demanded  their 
fupport  in  favour  of  that  Government  and  Conditution  by  which 
they  were  fupported.  He  agreed  with  the  worthy  Alderman,  that 
a  bill  operating  in  fo  increafed  a  proportion  as  this  would,  ought  to 
be  as  little  oppreffive  as  poflible.  He  was  well  perfuaded  that,  in 
the  profeflion  to  which  ho  had  the  honour  to  belong,  a  great  many 
would  pay  more  than  double  what  the  eftabli(hed  principles  of  tax. 
ation  had  ever  called  op  them  to  pay^^  He  could  not  esprefs  his 
fentiments  of  that  high'  profcfiion,  to  which  he  owed  every  thing, 
without  reverence  and  efteem  ;  and  fure  he  was  all  belonging  to  it 
would  be  ready  to  contribute  to  their  utmoi^  in  fupport  of  the  Law 
and  the  Conflitution.  For  himfelf,  he  repeated,  he  owed  every 
thing  to  the  fodering  principles  of  the  Conilitution  ;  and  for  its 
fupport  and  defence,  h^  was  ready  and  deilrous  of  making  every  fa- 
cri^e  in  his  power. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  was  fatisfied  he  could  in  no  better  way  (hew  his 
2eal  toward^  his  country,  than  by  endeavouring  to  make  men  con- 
tented with  it ;  and  it  was  bccaufe  the  prefent  mcafure  was  calcu- 
lated to  produce  difcontent,  that  he  rofe  to  oppofe  it.     He  confefled 
that  aU  the  Members  who  had  fpoken  on  the  oppofnc  (ide  had  dealt 
openly,  fairly,  and  with  the  utmoft  candour  ;  for  they  had  plainly 
told  the  Committee,  if  the  bill  was  to  pafs  at  all,  it  mufl  pafs  in  it^ 
prefent  fhape.     He  did  not  mean  to  fay  it  was  not  to  be  fubjedi 
to  modifications,  but  only  that  the  principle  of  adtion  on  ^*hich  they 
proceeded  was,  that  every  man's  income  was  to  be  taxed  alike.  Now 
there  was  a  wide  diflindion  between  taxing  men  according  to  their 
means,  and  taxing  them  alike*     He  believed  there  was,  as  the 
Attorney  General  had  obferved,  a  fpirit  in  the  country  to  defend  its 
Conftitution  ;  that  the  people  loved  and  would  fupport  laws  which 
they  were  convinced  were  calculated  for  (heir  happinefs.     No  man 
was  more  anxious  to  fofter  that  fpirit  than  himfelf,  but  he  believed 
fuch  a  meafure  as  this  now  propoicd  was  but  ill  calculated  to  give 
it  eflTecl.     The  worthy  Alderman  had   ftatcd,  that  the   city  of 
Irondon  had  arrived  at  a  pitch  of  patriotifm  almoft  unexampled. 
{i^  (bpuld  have  been  pleafed  had  they  evinced  their  patriotifm. 
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fooner ;  but  late  as  it  was,  he  welcomed  and  was  happy  to  find  it. 
He  knew  they  had  been  formerly  more  diftlnguiflied  for  profcflions 
than  any  thing  clfe.  In  oneinftance,  they  had  come  forward  with 
what  they  called  the  Loyalty  Loan  ;  but,  perhaps,  the  Committee 
would  not  be  able  to  recoiled  any  circumftancc  rcfpefting  that  mca- 
fure  which  would  induce  it  to  pay  much  attention  to  their  profcf- 
lions, for  a  greater  clamour  never  was  raifed  than  was  afterwards 
produced  by  that  very  loan  which  had  been  fo  difintereftedly  ad- 
vanced. The  queftion  with  him  was,  whether  he  qovild  agree  to  a 
tax  on  all  income  in  Great  Britain  as  well  as  out  of  it  ?  He  feared 
it  would  be  difficult  to  prevent  thofe  perfons  who  refided  out  of 
Great  Britain,  and  felt  the  efFe6^  of  this  tax,  from  faying,  that  it 
was  a  tax  on  the  funds.  **  Suppofc  (faid  Mr.  Tierney)  I,  from 
the  increafing  preffure  of  my  affairs,  had  been  unable  to  continue 
in  this  country,  and  had  gone  abroad  in  order  to  bring  my  eriibar- 
•  raffed  circumftances  round  ;  what  property  I  might  have  poflelfed 
I  fliould  have  placed  in  the  funds,  where  it  would  have  neither  been 
fubjeft  to  the  rifle  of  bankruptcy,  nor  the  expence  of  agency,  but 
would  have  been  always  forthcoming.  After  having  done  fo, 
(hould  I  be  told  that  I  was  only  to  have  nine-tenths  of  what  I  had 
left  upon  the  faith  of  receiving  the  whole,  and  on  which  fpeculation 
I  had  made  by  eftablifhment  ?  And  is  it  not  a  circumftancc  ma- 
terially affe6ling  the  credit  of  the  country,  to  put  it  in  the  power  of 
any  one  to  fay  you  have  taxed  the  funds  r"  He  added,  take  a  man 
who  embarks  his  money  in  mines  and  canals,  his  fpeculation  was 
not  fo  much  for  income  as  to  get  back  his  capital ;  and  therefore 
when  his  income  was  taxed,  it  was  equally  the  fame  as  taxing  his 
capital.  Perfons  who  expofed  their  property  on  hazardous  x>r  ad- 
venturous enterprifes,*  did  fo  with  a  view  of  receiving  back  their 
capital ;  how  then  could  the  Committee  flatter  itfelf,  that  while  a 
tax  was  laid  on  fuch  enterprifes,  it  was  a  tax  on  income  ?  It  was  to 
all  intents  a  tax  on  capital — a  tax  calculated  to  check  that  fpirit  of 
advefiture  and  entcrprifr,  which  had  been  moft  produdlive  of  the 
advantages  the  country  enjoyed.  With  refpeiS  to  the  farmer,  the 
argument  was  the  fame  :  a  man  took  a  farm,  perhaps,  with  a  long 
Icnfe  and  out  of  rcp.nr,  he  employed  his  capital  in  agriculture.  By 
fuch  a  tax  as  this,  l;c  would  be  prevented  from  laying  it  out,  as  the 
progrcfs  of  its  return  would  be  impeded.  Thus,  whether,  with  re- 
gard to  commerce  or  agriculture,  the  tax  would  have  the  effed  of 
putting  a  ftop  to  that  energy  which,  for  the  profperity  of  the  country,, 
ough:  always  to  be  encouraged.  He  had  no  wifti  to  intcrpofe  any 
delay;  but  in  confequence  of  the  broad  principles  he  had  laid  down, 
he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him,  in  the  firft  inftance>  to  fet  his  face 
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againft  the  meafure.  Me  farther  fiated,  that  a  tax  on  incMie  never 
could  operate  equally ;  for  inftance,  take  the  funds — to  be  f]re  it 
might  be  replied  to  what  he  was  about  to  obferve,  th^it  men  made 
their  eleflion,  whether  they  would  purchafe  land,  or  into  the  funds, 
with  their  money  ;  but  fuppofe  one  man  was  contented  with  three 
per  cent,  for  the  fake  of  having  hnd,  another  got  fix  per  cent  in 
the  funds ;  under  fuch  circumOances  tax  all  equally ,  and  them 
would  be  no  injuflicc  ;  but  there  were  perfons  who  embarked  in 
the  funds  when  tliey  could  only  get  three  per  cent.  In  1792  a  maa 
might  have  bought  as  much  confols.  for  io,oool.  as  would  have 
brought  him  300I.  a  year.  War  continued  to  be  carried  on,  and 
his  property  became  lefs  valuable  every  day  ;  but  take  the  man  who 
made  his  money  by  the  war,  and  he  would  purchafe  at^  the  rate  of 
360I.  a  year  for  5,000!. ;  then  he  would  aflc,  Whether,  on  any 
principle  of  jufilce,  an  equal-tax  was  right  under  fuch  circumftancesf 
H^  next  referred  to  the  fituation  of  widows  left  with  jointures,  ob- 
ferving,  that  there  could  be  no  one  who  mud  not  feel  for  a  poor 
infirm  old  woman,  whofe  pittance  was  reduced  by  fuch  a  tax  as  this* 
He  next  proceeded  to  conlider  the  hardfhip  of  it  on  officers  in  the 
navy  and  army,  particularly  the  ftaff  officers.  He  read  with  a  great 
deal  of  humour  an  anonymous  letter  from  one  of  the  latter  de- 
fcriptton,  dating,  that  he  had  nothing  to- live  on  but  his  pay  ;  but 
Government  did  not  pay  him.  They  afked  for  a  tenth  of  his  in- 
come ;  his  income  confined  of  his  pay,  and  his  pay  exifted  only  ia 
the  imagination  of  Minifters.  He  faid  he  had  ever  been  a  can- 
didate for  perfons  in  high  offices  having  high  falaries  ;  but  when  the 
prefcnt  bill  paffcd,  he  (hould  confidcr  i  o,oocl.  a  year  too  much  for 
any  man  to  polTefs  for  any  ferviccs  he  might  perform  ;  fcvere  re- 
trenchment would  beabfolutely  neceffary.  He  then  referred  to  the 
fubjed  of  Corporations ;  their  expcnces  had  been  termed  innocrnt 
hofpitality ;  but  he  would  fay,  the  inftdnt  the  widow's  mite  wai 
taken  away,  that  innocent  hofpitality  ought  to  be  termed  gluttony. 
He  faid,  in  our  prcfent  fituation^  fome  of  the  greater  emoluments  of  ' 
the  Church  ought  to  be  taxed.  With  rcfpc6t  to  inferior  clergy,  he 
believed  nothing  could  be  more  efFc6tually  detrimental  to  religion 
than  the  fituation  in  which  many  of  them  were  kept.  To  break 
down  the  refpe^ftability  and  reduce  the  rank  of  the  mitiitlers  of  re- 
ligion, tended  more  than  any  one  thing  to  injure  the  do6^rine  they 
were  appointed  to  inculcate  ;  and  if  the  prefent  bill,  fo  injurious  to 
the  clafs  he  was'fpeaking  of,  paficd,  we  might  dill  have  the  anthem, 
the  organ,  and  the  mace,  in  C3ur  cathedrals  ;  but' in  our  villages,  the 
real  piety  of  the  Chriftian  religion  would  be  gone.^  What  couUi  *bc 
morcgalling  than  that  a  man  of  500I.  a  year,  wboiabourei)  for  it. 
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faxes  he  was  compdied  to  pay  by, that  bill  were  quite  as  much  as 
'.he  could  afford ;  but  he  thanked  the  Alderman  for  having  mentioned 
them,  as  it  called  to  mind,  the  noble  and  truly  patriotic  condu6t  of  a 
gentleman  in  bufinefs,  and  a  l^lcmber  of  that  Houfe,  whofe  liber- 
ality and  public  fpirit  muft  warm  the  heart  of  every  one  who 
thought  on  them,  and  with  whom  it  really  was  an  honour  to  live  in 
the  (ame  cpuntry  ;  he  would  fay,  if  "he  did  not  know  it  was  difor- 
derly  to  name  him,  Mr.  Peelc,  of  Manchefter.  This  gentleman  s 
.houfc  alone  had  fubfcribed  50,000}.  while  many  of  the  firft  houfcs 
in  the  city  of  London,  which  were  worth  millions,  and  boaftcd  of 
their  public  fpirit,  excited  contempt  by  comparifon,  having  given 
.only  a  paltry  I, cool. 

Mr.  SIMEON  faid  a  few  words  in  fupport  of  the  claufc.  . 

Mr.  ROBERT  THORNTON  congratulated  the  Houfe  and 
the  country  on  the  propofcd  bill,  and  the  general  fupport  it  received. 
Who  would  have  fuppofcd,  two  years  ago,  that  this  Dutch  tax 
would  have  met  with  fo  much  approbation  ?.  A  tax  on  income  wa^ 
the  mod  equal  that  could  be  propofed,  as  it  would  fall  equally  on 
•all  property,  which  was  in  itfclf  very  unequal,  fome  men  having  no 
property  at  all.  An  honourable  gentleman  had  fpoken  ludicroufly 
of  cutting  a  (lice  off  mens  heads  to  make  them  equal ;  in  doiqg  fo 
he  might,  perhaps,  go  down  to  the  neck,  and  cut  the  head  off  alto- 
gether, as  they  had  done  in  France.  This  was  a  French  principle 
of  which  he  was  not  very  fond.  The  merchants  of  the  city  of 
London,  a  clafs  to  which  he  had  the  honour  of  belonging,  had  been 
much  didreffed  by  the  war;  but,  he  admitted,  they  were  better  3bl,c 
to  druggie  through  its  difficulties  thap  other  claffes,  as  they  had 
opportunities  of  repaying  themfelvcs  by  advantages  in  one  way  what 
they  loft  in  another.  They  were  doubly  taxed,  but  they  were 
doubly  able  to  bear  it.  Notwithftanding  thefe  circumftances,  they 
had  come  forward  with  fpirit  on  every  occafion  in  fupport  of  the 
coantry.  In  all  public  ft bfcriptions  they  took  the  lead.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  mentioned  their  want  of  fpirit,  with  regard 
to  the  Loyalty  Loan,  but  if  they  found  it  neccffary  to  fecurc  them^ 
felves  againft  a  heavy  lofs,  he  could  not  blame  them.  He  (Mr. 
Thornton)  had  had  a  part  of  that  loan,  but  he  never  made  any  ap- 
plication on  the  fubjcdt.  Others,  however,  might  ftand  in  a  dif- 
ferent fituation.  Verj'  good  and  loyal  men  might  calculate  on 
Jofing  five  or  fix  per  cent,  by  their  fubfcriptions  ;  but  when  the  lofs 
extended  to  1 5  or  20  per  cent,  they  might  not  be  prepared  to  meet 
ic,  and  yet  be  good  loyal  men  notwithftanding.  He  approved  of 
the  principle  and  generality  of  the  bill ;  but  there  were  fome  claufes 
which  he  fliould  propofe  to  amend  when  they  came  under  the  con- 
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fideration  of  the  Committee.  Particular  clafle$  (hould  be  favoured. 
Such  as  women  with  a  fmall  pittance.  Single  women  who  canhot 
undertake  laborious  employments^  (hould  alfo  be  confidered.  It 
was  not  in  their  power  to  afTift  themfelves  in  a  way  in  which  men 
can  do  it.  Another  clafs  of  people  that  {hould  be  fpared  were  cler- 
gymen and  curates,  with  fmall  incomes. 
Mr.  DENT  faid  a  few  words. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  thought  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Tierney) 
had  been  completely  juftificd  in  all  he  had  faid  refpeding  the  mer- 
chants of  London,  by  the  acknowledgments  of  the  honourable  gen^ 
tleman  (Mr.  Thornton).  They  felt  the  effefls  of  the  war  lefs 
than  other  claffes,  and  might  therefore  be  more  ready  to  give  it  fup- 
port ;  but  Mr.  Smith  denied  that  their  opinion  (hould  pafs  as  th6 
fentiments  of  the  city  of  London  at  large,  compofed  as  it  was  of 
numerous  and  various  clafTes.  Mr.  Smith  then  made  (ome  ob- 
jedions  totheclaufe. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  replied. 
Sir  G.  P.  TURNER  f^id  he  had  juft  arrived  from  the  country 
two  hours.  As  all  knew  war  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
money,  and  this  plan  he  thought  the  beft  for  railing  it,  a  tax  on  in- 
come was  the  beft  of  all  taxes :  he  had  long  recommended  it.  He 
believed  he  was  the  (irft  to  propofe  in  that  Houfe  this  very  tax.  He 
had  long  recommended  a  tax  on  the  funds ;  and  he  thought  he  need 
not  fay  he  was  interefled  in  fuch  a  meafure :  this  bill  taxed  the 
funds,  and  that  part  of  it  he  alfo  confidered  as  of  his  originating. 
The  ladies  had  been  fpoken  for.  He  wi(hed  alfo  to  fpeak  in  behalf 
of  the  farmers.  If  the  income  of  farmers  was  curtailed,  the  con- 
fequence  would  be,  they  would  raife  the  price  of  corn,  and  then  pro* 
vifions  woyld  grow  dearer,  till  God  knows  where  the  evil  would 
end.  He  approved  of  the  bill,  and  he  took  great  credit  to  himf(jK 
for  having  always  fupported  the  prefent  Minifter.  He  tru(ted  thaC 
this  bill  would  (hew  the  defperate  French  we  can  lay  a(ide  our  luxu- 
ries, and  give  up  a  part  of  our  income  to  defend  our  Conftitution 
and  laws.  Sir  Gregory  concluded  by  hoping  this  bill  would  be  fo 
modified  as  to  do  away  all  thofe  little  jealoulies  of  one  man  paying 
more  than  another. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  faid  a  few  words  in  reply.  He  would  not  di- 
vide the  Houfe  on  particular  parts  of  the  claufe,  but  he  would  wait 
till  he  could  divide  againl)  the  claufe  altogether. 

The  CHAIRMAM  put  the  queflion   on  inferting  thc^  wor^s 
'*  office,  fiipend,  penfion,*'  which  was  carried.     The  que(lions  on  * 
the  fcale  of  charge,  and  on  other  parts  of  the  firft  claufe,  were  after- 
wards put  and  carried  without  a  dlvifion. 
Vol.  VII.  Q^q 
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Mr.  TIERNEY  moved,  that  the  word  "  air  (income)  be  left 
out.  H&did  not  wifh  to  give  trouble  ;  but  his  objcS  in  this  .was, 
to  make  the  bill  fall  properly  on  incomes.  His  motion  was  nega* 
tivcd ;  and  the  queftion  being  put  "  that  the  whole  of  the'  firft 
**  claufedo  pafs,"  the  Houfe  divided — Ayes,  123  ;  Nocs^  9. 

The  Committee  reported  progrcfs,  and  alked  leave  to  fit  again 
to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuefday,  December  18. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill  for  enabling  His  Majefly  to  accept  the  fcrviccj; 
of  fuch  Britifh  Militia  regiments  as  {hould  be  willing  to  ferve  in 
Ireland. 

Lord  HOLLAND  oppofed  it.  That  the  meafure  was  not  fuch 
as  (hould  be  pafled  as  a  matter  of  courfe  ;  tha^  it  was  one  which 
Involved  a  queftion  of  great  delicacy  and  importance;  and  that 
would,  at  leaft,  leave  the  poflibility  of  an  imputation  on  the  Legif- 
laturc.  Having  violated  their  pledge,  and  broken  their  contradi, 
were  propofitions  fo  clear,  that  it  would  be  a  waftc  of  breath  and 
time  to  infift  upon  them  ;  and  it  was  not  neceffary  to  refer  to  the 
arguments  ufcd  laft  year  to  eftablifti  them>  fincc  even  ihe  fupporters 
of  the  bill  at  that  time  admitted  them.  Taking  it  for  granted, 
therefore,  that  fuch  was  its  nature,  and  viewing  it  in  every  other 
light  as  conne<5\cd  with  the  fafety  and  liberty  of  this  country,  he 
could  not  help  conceiving  it  an  imputation  on  His  Majcfty*s  Minif- 
ters  that  they  did  not  move  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe  on  a  quef^ion  of 
fuch  great  importance,  and  that  they  chofe  rather  to  hurry  it  forward 
with  a  thin  attendance  than  have  it  maturely  and  deliberately  dif- 
cuffed  in  a  full  one.  That  no  argument  could  be  drawn  from  its 
then  adoption  in  favour  of  repalfing  it  now,  the  time  of  rcafoning 
which  W9js  adopted  in  its  fupport,  was  fufficient  to  prove — The  fup- 
porters of  the  l^ill  were  then  fo  ftruck  with  the  danger  of  the  mea- 
fure, that  they  all  expreffcd  fears  for  the  Condi tution  of  the  country ; 
nay,  fome  pafled  the  only  night  (that  clapfed  between  its  mention 
and  its  becoming  a  lawjinfleeplefs  anxiety.  It  was  true,  indeed,  that 
on  the  Secretary  of  State's  (under  whofe  aufpices.it  was  introduced 
in  that  Houfe)  declaring,  that  it  was  neceffary  (and  it  was  furely 
natural  that  he  would  exprefs  an  opinioa'that  his  own  nteafure 
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was  neceflary)  their  fcruples  were  hufhed^  and  their  apprehenlions 
vani(hed  :  -bufby  this  line  of  conda^d,   though  they  admitted  the 
uiigent  ncccflity,  they  even  deprecated  and  exprelTed  their  abhor- 
rence of  the  principle  :  'and  their  condui5t  proved,  if  it  proved  any 
thing,  not  that  they  thought  fuch  a  proceeding  right  in  itfclf,  but 
merely  judifiable  by  immediate  and  urgent  ncceflity.     For  his  part, 
•he  thought  the  ples^^  of  ncccflity  fhould  not  have  been^  fp  readily 
acquiefced  in^  and  that  he  would  not  be  juflified  in  giving  his  aflent, 
unlefs  thofe  exigencies  were  moft  clearly  and  fatisfacBorily  made 
out  on  which  fuch  an  unconftitutional  flep  was  fought  to  be  de- 
fended.     It  was  then  faid,  he  admitted,  that  there  was  a*  Rebellion 
in  Ireland  ;  but  he  believed  between  the  fituatioo  of  that  country 
then  and  now,  there  exifted  a  very  material  dificrence.     Had  he 
been  convinced  at  that  time  by  the  Secretary  of  State  that  there 
was  an  abfolute  ncccflity 'for  fending  the  militia  to  Ireland,  and  that 
it  was  an  efficacious  remedy  for  the  fuppreflion  of  the  Rebellion, 
he  might,  perhaps,  reluAantly  ((or  it  would  always  be  reludlantly 
that  he  fliould  make  the  ilighteft  deviation  from  fo  important  a 
general  principle)  have  given  up  to  the  claim  of  the  mon^ent,  the 
control  of  the  legiflature    to  the  militia  and  the  people.     But  at 
prcfent  the  cafe  was  very  different ;  there  was  no  Rebellion  in  Ire* 
land ;  and  if  the  difcontents  that  exifled  there  were  to  he  made  the 
pretext,  he  thought  the  noble  Lord  fhould  come  forward  and  ex- 
plain how,  and  in  what  manner,  the  prefence  of  the  miiicia  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  allay  thefc  difcontents,  and  rcftorc  perfcdl  tranquillit}\    If 
the  fyflem  of  governing  that  country  by  coercfon  was  to  be  aban- 
doned, and  oi)e  of  conciliation  henceforth  purfued,  the  noble  Lord, 
fhould  have  been  ready  to  give  fome  fatisfadlory  explanation  on  that 
point,  and  flate  his  reafons  for  confldering  the/ervices  of  the  militia 
eflential  to  the  purpofe,  and  how  long  they  would  be  neceffarily  re- 
()uired.     When  the  exiftence  of  a  rebellion,  or  the  apprehcnfion  of 
an  invader,  was  Urged  as  the  pretext,  at  leaft  the  necefTity,  if  ad- 
mitted at  all,  was  great,  and  the  profpcA  of  the  meafure  remedying   . 
the  evil  was  plaulible.   "  When  that  rebellion  is  crufhed  (the  people 
might  fay),  or  when  that  army  is  repelled,  the  militia  will  return  to 
their  country,  and  the  temporary  fufpenfion  of  the  contract  and  devi- 
ation from  the  principle  will  be  compcnfated  by  the  advantages  :" 
but  when  they  are  told  that  tbcir  militia  are  fcnt  to  Ireland,  to  pre- 
vent infurre£tion,  to  keep  /do^n  difcontent,  and  to  preferve  peace  in 
the  country,  and  are  not  to  tell  when  or  how  meafures  are  to  be 
taken,  to  reconcile  the  xiifcontented,  and  to  calm^) the  minds  of  the 
people,  then  they  may  exclaim  with  truth :   "  Our  militia  is  taken 
from  us  ;  the  taith  of  Parliament  is  broken  ;  it  is  not  fent  on  the 
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urgency  of  the  mbment,  it  is  converted  into  the  ftanding  army  of 

another  kingdom,  and  employed  to  maintain  the  peace,  and  keep 

down  the  people  in  Ireland."     Much  weight  had  been  laid  by  thofe 

who  fupported  the  meafure  lad  feffion  on  the  circumflazKe,  that  the 

fcrvice  was  to  be  voluntary.     He  would,  however,  recommend  it  to 

thofe  who  were  influenced  by  that  confideration  to  look  back,  and 

fee  how  far  they  were  juftifie4  by  experience  to  conclude  that  the 

fervice  was  really  voluntary,  and  that  the  militia  regiments   ^ho 

went  to  Ireland,  or  thofe  who  Aaid  behind,  a6led  from   the  pure 

impulfe^pf  their  free  will  and  difcretion.     So  far  from' that  being 

the  cafe,  reports  had  reached  his  ears,  the  truth  of  which  he  had  no 

reafon  to  doubt,   that  in  many  regiments  which  had  volunteered 

their  fervices,  thofe  men  who  diflTcred  from  the  majority  of  their 

companions,  and  refolved  to  adhere  with  (irmnefs  to  the  principle  of 

their  eftabliftiment,  which  confined  them  to  domeftic  fervice,  were 

ordered  to  appear  in  the  ranks  with  their  coats  turned,  and  treated 

.with  every  other  mark  of  ignominy  and  diigrace.     In  others,  that 

ihewed  no  difpofition  to  l^ve  home,  indire£t  means  and  folicitations 

were  ufed  by  their  officers,  who  happened'  to  be  particularly  inter- 

cfted  in  that  country,  to  gain  their  confcnt ;  while  others  were  kept 

back  by  their  fuperiors,  who  did  not  wi(h  to  undertake  fuch  fervice, 

from  fimllar  motives  of  prudence  and  local  interefl.      In  (hort, 

while  thefe  fervices  were  fuppofed  to  be  perfeflly  voluntar}',  th^  were 

almoft  in    every  inftance  influenced   and  controled,  and  attended 

with  as  much  canvafling  and  interceffion  as  a  borough  eledion.  By 

this  improper  exercife  of  the  meafure,   the  promife  held  out   that 

none  but  voluntar}*  fervices  would  be  required,  was  violated,  and 

the  difcipline  of  the  militia  had  materially  fufiered.      For  thefe  rea- 

fons  he  thought  a  call  of  the  Houfe  was   neceflary,  in  order  that 

a  meafure,  objeflionable  on  fo  many  grounds,  (hould  receive  a  full 

and  deliberate  inveftigation.      It  could  not  be  faid  of  it  as  of  other 

jneafu res  that  had  been  once  adopted,  that  the  principle  was  already 

fully  difcufled  and  approved,  and  (hould  be,  therefore,  taken  as  a 

point  fettled-     The  principle  of  the  prefent  meafure  was  never 

approved,  even  by  its  mod  drenuous  advocates.     It  was  admitted 

to  be  unconftitutional,  and  only  juflified  by  necclTity.     But  a  ma- 

terial  diflerence  in  the  circumftances  under  which  this  neceffity  was 

urged,  and  which  governed  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe  on  its 

former  adoption,  had  (ince  taken  place,  fo  that  the  queftion  was 

now  as  new>as  if  this  was  the  firft  time  the  meafure  was  brought 

forward.     His  Lordfhip  begged  pardon  for  troubling  the  Houfe  fo 

long.     He  felt  all  the  incoavenicnce  of  prefling  an  ungrateful  fub» 
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!Jed,   and  aiTured  their  Lordfliips  he  would  not  have  done  fo  if  he 
did  not  conceive  it  to  be  his  duty. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  faid,  if  his  Lordftiip  had  been  more  ac- 
cuftomcd  to  the  rules  and  proceedings  of  that  HouTe,  he  would  have 
fcarcely  chatiged  it  as  an  imputation  on  HisMajefty's,  Minii^ers  that 
they  did  not  fummon  a  full  attendance  for  the  difcuflion  of  the  prefent 
meafure.  It  was  not  his  privilege  inorc  than  any  other  Mcmbcr'sj  to 
move  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  the  noble  Lord,  if  he  thought 
the  qucftion  was  one  that  made  fuch  a  proceeding  neceflary,  was 
competent  to  enforce  it.  For  his  part,  he  thought  otherwife  before 
he  came  down  to  the  Houfe,  and  nothing  which  he  had  heard  from 
the  noble  Lord  had  inclined  him  to  alter  his  opinion^  The  noble 
Lord  had  ftated  that  the  meafure  was  unconOitutional,  and  that 
that  point  was  fo  clear  and  obvious,  he  conceived  it  would  be  un- 
necefTary  to  argue  it.  For  his  part,  he  thought  very  differently. 
Whatever  might  be  the  original  terms  of  the  militia  cftablifhment, 
dn  the  faith  of  which  men  might  enter  into  that  fervice,  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament  were  the  truftccs  of  thofe  terms,  which  were 
to  be  adted  upon  under  their  difcretion.  But  in  the  ftridled  fenfe 
and  interpretation  of  the  principle  of  the  militia  e(^abli(hment,  as 
an  armed  force  for  the  defence  of  England,  he  did  not  confider  a 
meafure  authorifing  their  ferv ices  in  Ireland  as  a  violation  of  it. 
For  he  would  put  it  to  every  man  in  the  country,  and  he  would 
afk,  in  whatever  point  of  view  it  was  conlidered,  if  there  was  any 
thing  more  eflential  to  the  defence  of  England  than  the  fafety  of 
Ireland  ?  It  was  to  the  glorious  exertions  of  the  militia,  who  fo 
generouily  offered  to  protedl  their  brethren  in  that  kingdom  from  the 
bleilings  of  French  fraternity  and  French  liberty,  that  the  whole>  or, 
at  all  events,  the  greater  part  of  it,  did  not  become  a  prey  to  a  mod 
horrible  and  favage  rebellion  ;  a  rebellion  fomented  by  the  word 
of  treafons,  by  profefled  and  recorded  traitors,  adding  in  combina- 
tion with  France  for  the  ruin  and  difmemberment  of  the  empire, 
and  in  aid  and  profccution  of  her  ultimate  dcfigns  againd  the  liber- 
ties and  exigence  of  England.*  In  this  point  of  view,  therefore, 
he  conceived  that  the  British  militia  could  not  have  more  effedually 
contributed  to  the  defence  of  this  country,  than  by  their  meritorious 
fervices  in  Ireland  ;  and  therefore  that  their  acquiefcence  in  fuch 
fervices  was  ftriflly  conformable  to  the  fpirit  of  their  inftitution. 
As' to  what  was  required  by  the  noble  Lord,  refpedlingthe  duratioa 
of  fuch  fervice,  he  was  not  competent  to  give  a  pofithre  anfwcr. 
Minifters  could  not  fee  into  the  womb  of  futurity,  and  declare  what 
things  (hall  come  to  pafs,  or  regulate  the  courfe  of  events.  The 
ri^beUion  in  Ireland  was  curbed  and  rcftraincd ;  flill,  however,  a 
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domeftic  Craitors,  totally  siboftive.  His  Lordfiiip  faid,  he  (hould 
not  trouble  the  Houfe  any  longer,  but  on  thefe  grounds  reft  the  pro- 
priety of  the  fecond  reading* 

Th^  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  tinne. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuefdayy  December  18. 

There  not  being  a  fufficient  number  of  Members  toconftitute  a 
J^oufe,  an  adjournment  took  place.  ^ 


JVedneJdayj  December  19. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  for  enlarging  the  time  limited, 
for  the  redemption  of  the  land  tax, 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  fpokc  to  the  following  effefl:  — 
I  certainly  muft  oppofe  the  third  reading  of  a  bill,  the  objedl  of 
which  is,  to  confirm,  and,  perhaps,  to  perpetuate  regulations,  to  the 
paffing  of  which,  when  the  meafure  was  originally  propofed,  I  felt 
the  ftrongeft  repugnance,  and  of  which  nothing  I  have  fince  heard 
has  tended  to  give  me  a  more  favourable  impreflion.  It  is  not  my 
intention,  however,  at  this,  time,  to  dwell  on  the  various  objcdlions 
which  might  be  urged  againfl  the  plan  In  general,  namely,  that  for 
redeeming  the  hnd  tax,  having  ftated  them  at  fome  length  in  the 
courfe  of  a  former  fcflion.  But  I  think  it  neceflary  to  touch  upon 
fome  particulars,  which  feem  to  me  peculiarly  entitled  to  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe,  being  intimately  conne(3ed,  not  only  with  this  bill, 
but  alio  with  another  meafure  now  depending,  namely,  that  for  im- 
pofing  a  tax  on  income  \  as  I  fliall  undertake  to  prove,  if  the  plan 
for  redeeming  the  land  tax  had  been  wifely  formed,  and  if  this  bill 
had  been  properly  drawn  up,  no  tax  on  income  would  have  been 
necefTary. 

To  explain  my  meaning,  Sir,  I  muft  begin  with  remarking,  if 
the  land  tax  ought  to  be  redeemed,  it  would  have  been  infinitely 
better  that,  from  the  beginning,  it  had  been  fold  for  ready  money, 
inflead  of  being  converted  into  ftock.  In  fliort,  Sir,  it  fliould  have 
been  made  a  direct,  and  not  a  circuitous  mode  of  furnifliing  afupply 
to  the  Exchequer  :  according  to  the  plan  that  has  been  adopted,  a 
great  political  operation  will  be  carried  through,  much  to  the  dif- 
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facisfa(Slion,  and,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  injunr,  of  that  refpedable 
clafs  of  the  community,  the  landed  intereft,  without  the  public  de- 
riving from  it  any  immediate  or  pofitive  advantage ;  whereas  bj 
felling  about  550,0001.  of  the  now  perpetual  land  tax,  for  ready 
money y  at  only  eighteen  years  purchafe,  it  would  produce  the  ten 
millions  wanted  to  be  raifed,  without  augmenting  our  funded  debt 
a  (ii^le  (billing,  and  the  tax  on  income  might  be,  at  lead,  poftponed 
until  the  refources  ariling  from  the  fale  of  the  land  tax  were  ex- 
hauiled. 

To  this  alt<^ration  in  the  plan  of  redeeming  the  land  tax,  I 
cannot  at  prefent  forefee  any  poflible  objed^ion  that  may  not  be 
completely  obviated  :  for  in  the  firft  place,  the  only  material  ad- 
vantage derived  |)y  the  public,  from  cxading  the  propofed  tax  on 
income,  is,  the  raifing  of  ten  millions  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
1799,  without  making  any  addition  on  that  account  to  the  funded 
debt  of  the  nation.     By  the  plan  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  fug- 
gcfting,  you  would  not  only  raife  that  Cum,  but  you  would  avoid  any 
new  and  oppreflive  mode  of  levyjng  it.      In  the  fecond   place,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  price  of  (locks  would  be  as  high,  if  this 
fyftem  were  adopted,  as  under  any  other  plan  ;  for  we  are  to  con^ 
fider,  that  only  eleven  millions  remain  to  be  borrowed  for  the  fer- 
vice of  the  year  1799:  of  thefe  four  might  be  taken  from  the  (ink- 
ing fund  \  and  if  the  loan  in  February  were  reduced  to  feven  mil- 
lions, the  price  of  (locks  would  be  high,  and  the  loan  would  pro- 
bably be  obtained  on  very  advantageous  terms.     The  price  of  the 
funds,  it  is  true,  would  not  be  kept  up  by  purchafe  on  account  of 
the  redemption  of  the  land  tax  ;  but  can  thofe  purchafes  be  fo  very 
confiderable  if  the  tax  on  income  is  impofed  t     Can  gentlemen 
imagine,  that  if  that  tax  is  enforced,  that  it  will  have  no  effedl  upon 
the  (locks  ?     It  has  already  reduced  the  price  of  fhort  annuities. 
That  is  admitted.     Many  muft  fell  out  of  the  funds,  or,  at  leaft, 
will  not  buy  what  otherwifc  they  would  purchafe,  if  they  are  under 
the  nece(fity  of  paying  their  (hare  of  the  tax  on  income  ;  and  what- 
ever people  may  fuppofe,  that  unfortunate  meafure,  extending  to  the 
(locks  themfclves,  will  make  many  prudent  people  more  cautious  in 
getting  into  the  funds,  and  more  eager  to  get  out  of  them.     In  the 
third  place,  let  the  tax  on  income  be  reforted  to,  if  it  (hould  prove 
ultimately  ncceflfary :  but  can  any  man   imagine,  that  the  fum  of 
teo  millions  now  wanted  will  not  be  raifed,  or,  at  leaft,  contraded 
for,  to  be  fumilhed  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfaing  year,  if  the   public 
is  certain  that  no  tax  on  income  will  be  impo  *ed,  if  the  money  is 
found  from  the  fale  of  the  land  tax  ?    The  landed  proprietor  will 
naturally  make  every  poflible  exertion  to  raife  as  much  as  he  can,  as 
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it  will  prevent  him  from  being  expofed  to  an  oppreffive  tax,  and  to 
the  difclofure  of  his  property ;  and  if  he  muft  borrow  the  nioncy,  it 
is  for  the  advantage  of'thenrionied  intereO,  with  the  fame  views,  to 
aflift  him  on  very  moderate  terms,  for  his  whole  income  may  thereby 
be  exempted  from  decimation.  In  (hort,  it  is  for  the  real  benefit 
of , the  whole  community  toconour  in  this  mode  of  redeeming  the 
land  tax  ;  nor  can  there  be  a  (ingle  doubt  of  the  fuperior  advantage 
of  this  plan,  and  the  prbpriety  of  adopting  it,  unlefs  it  is  thought 
neceilary,  at  all  events,  to  impofe  a  tax  upon  income,  for  the  purpofe 
of  trying ;  firft,  what  is  the  amount  of  the  income  of  the  people  of 
this  country ;  next,  what  they  can  affor'd  to  pay  out  of  it ;  and 
thirdly,  to  what  oppreiTive  regulations  they  will  patiently  fubmit,  for 
the  purpofe  of  exading  the  payment. 

I  thought  it  ne^^eflary  to  mention  this  idea  to  the  Houfe  upon  the 
prefent  occafion,  becaufe  if  the  plan  1'  have  pow  fuggefted  had  the 
good  fortune  of  being  approved  of,  it  might  not  yet  be  too  late  to 
carry  it  into  efie6t,  by  reconfid^ritig  the  regulations  contained  in  this 
bill,  and  by  abandoning,  or,  at  lea(^,  poftponing,  the  threatened  tax 
upon  income. 

But,  Sir,  if  the  meafure  I  have  now  fuggeAed  is  not  to  be 
adopted,  I  have  a  ftrong  obje<5lion  to  our  pafling  this  bill,  and 
thereby  facilitating,- by  any  means  whatfoever,  the  fale  of  the  land 
tax,  as  this  is  a  very  improper  time  for  carrying  the  plan  into  e(Fe6t ; 
and  we  are,  in  fad,  throwing  away  a  mod '  valuable  refource|  of 
which,  at  a  future  period,  we  might  have  availed  ourfelves  infinitely 
niore  to  the  public  advantage. 

Hctt  I  muft  take  the  liberty  of  obferving,  that  this  plan  is  far 
from  being  a  new  idea  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  fuggefted  to  me, 
from  various  qu^irfers,  in  the  courfe  of  fome  financial  inquiries  in 
which  I  happened  to  b^  engag^  fome  Vears  ago,  and  more  parti- 
cularly in  a  letter  from  one  of  the  modfefpeftable  Members  of  this 
Houfe,  the  fublYance  of  which  I  mutt  take  the  liberty  of  reading. 
In  tM8  letter,  which  is  dated  September  4.;  1792,  it  is  faid,  **  thzf 
*^  an  idea  was  then  getting  abroad  that  the  land  tax,  at  its  prefent 

rate,  might  be  offered  to  the  refpedive  landholders  at  even  thirty 
^  years  purchafe.  That  the  money  thus  raifed  might  be  applied  in  aid 

of  the  annual  million;  that  many  inconveniences  might  be 
'<  (lated  to  arife,  which  might  be  obviated,   were  a  Committee  to 

be  appointed  for  the  particular  purpofe  of  confidering  the  fubjeft ; 

that  the  decreafing  rate  of  the  interedof  money  at  that  tinr^ 
^*  app«ired  to  make  the  period  when  that  letter  was  written  (4Ch  of 
'^  September,  1792,)  particularly. favouraUe  for  fuch  an  attempt ; 
<<  and  if  I  would  undertake  to  make  fu^  a  motion  rovfelfi  or  con- 

Vol.  VII.  R  r 


<i 


€1 


3o6  PARLIAMENTARY  [Comuwn. 


<<  Mtrcd  It  a$  a  plan  Ukely  Co  be  ^  finrvice  tp  the  puUk,  he  (ihc 
«  writer  of  the  letter)  would  rake  every  opportunity  in  hit  povfr  of 
<<  confuUiog  the  gpn^  fenfe  of  the  pepple  in  his  nmsbbomliPQd  on 
•*  thatfttbjcft." 

From  tbi«  letter  it  appears  an  idea  was  entertaiapd*  that  the  bad 
t^H  mig^  he  fold,  in  1792,  pot  sit  e^(hleen»  but  even  as  hi^  as 
thirty  y^ts  purchafe.  It  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  dut 
this  (hould  be  cpnfidered  a  very  improper  period  for  brif^ng  fuch  a 
meafiire  fprwar4«  £ven  at  that  time,  and  with  a  chance  of  its  fcUing 
at  thirty  years  purchafe,  I  did  not  confider  it  as  a  fcheese  likely  to 
be  advantageous  to  the  public,  otherwifo  it  might  have  been  brought 
under  the  conKderation  of  this  Houfe  above  fix  years  ago ;  and  it 
was  not  out  of  political  hoftility  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
but  from  a  full  convldion  of  the  ine^cpedienq^  of  the  meafure  that  I 
took  fo  active  a  part  laft  ftffion  in  endeavouring  to  prpveat  its  puflSing 
into  a  law. 

The  only  other  point  conneAcd  with  the  gener^^l  plan  for  redoen^ 
ing  the  land  tax,  irhich  I  ttuU  touch  upon  at  pitfent,  relates  to  the 
public  and  private  expcnces  which  it  muft  neceflarily  oecafion.  lo 
regard  to  the  public  es^pehces,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  ultiniately  dicy 
will  be  very  conliderable,  and  they  ought  to  be  watdisd  with  very 
peculiar  jealoufy-  Such  a  train  of  Commiffionecs,  clerks,  and 
other  oiBcerSj  are  not  to  be  fed  and  paid  for  nothing ;  and  it  is  ra- 
ther a  fufpicious  circumfiance,  that  it  is  propoTed  tt>  pad  this  bill, 
previous  to  our  receiving  an  account  of  the  expences  alveady  in- 
curred, and  an  eOimate  of  thofe  likely  to  be  incurred  in  cheexeeu-^ 
tion  of  the  bill.  In  regard  to  the  expences  of  individuals,  I  was 
always  appreheniive  that  they  would  prove  very  confiderable,  amd 
th?t  apprehenfion  was  coniiderably  firengtheoed  by  what  diopt  fiom 
a  great  legal  authorityy  in  the  courfe  of  a  late  difcuflion,  '*  if  you 
'<  alter  that  claufe,"  he  faid,  ^*  in  the  .manner  that  is  propofed,  the 
^^  expences  of  the  fale  will  amount  to  more  than  the  value  of  the 
'^  land  fpld."  Indeed  what  elfe  can  be  cxpe^ed  from  a  fubji^  fo 
extenfive,  and  fo  full  of  doubt  and  intricacy,  which  has  already  re- 
quired two  large  z&e,  befides  one  with  which  we  are  threatened 
from  Scotland,  and  which,  at  leai^,  require  half  a  dozen  more  be- 
fore it  can  be  completely  executed  in  otie-tentl)  part  of  the  kingdofli  ? 
The  ads,  indeed,  on  this  fingle  fubjed,  will  become  fo  numerous 
and  fo  voluininousj  that  we  (ball  probably  be  under  the  nooeffi^  of 
havi[\g  a  feparate  table  for  holding  the  new  code. 

I  mud  now  proceed  to  confider  the  leading  db}c&  of  this  bill, 
namely,  that  of  enlarging  the  time  limited  by  the  former  law, 
within  |?hich  proprietors  had  a  preference  in  purcbafing  the  land 
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.  fsit  drthdiC  rtfy^rt  efWifes.  ^ueh  an  exfctifion  is  pttli^ly  eort^ 
Srttm  #itli  the  views  of  the  right  honoui^blc  gentleman  who 
Molighf  iti  thi^  bllli  Who  feems  rdfrived  to  m^ke  any  facrifice  for  the 
purfyoTe  of  railing  the  price  of  Aoel^y-  bettering  the  funds,  and  grati- 
fjping  th^  mtAnied  inter^ft  for  the  moment ;  hot  in  every  other  point 
i6f  vtt^,  the  proofed  prolon^idn  iS  highly  excepfiotftable.     No 

•  ttslil  f^  tnbtt  defirou^  thaii  I  ani,  6n  proper  priticiplesy  to  fee  oar 
public  feeuritiesy  of  every  defcriptton,  felling  at  a  high  price.  Biit 
I  cafinot  agree,  (toM  any  wiih  of  that  fort,  to  facrifice,  or  even  to 
retard,  the  irhproveihem  of  the  couhtty.  If  our  laitded  gentlemdi 
dre  tempted  by  this  prolongation  to  lay  out  any  fi»rns  of  money  th^ 
fnay  hare  at  their  cofunnand,  in  redeeming  their  land  ta^,  inftead  of 
innrpi^ving  fheir  efhtes,  the  price  of  docks  may  receive  a  tenl^rary 
impiilfe ;  but  the  r^al  foundation  of  our  nations^  wealth,  and  the 
heft  fecurity  of  the  public  crdtiitor,  natneiy,  the  prqgreffive  improve- 
ment of  the  country,  will  be  neglefied. 

I  am  particularly  led  to  make  this  remark  from  obferving,  that 
much  fbwer  petitions  for  bills  to  promote  private  improvements  have 
beeh  ptefett^  th%s  feffion  than  in  the  courfe  of  almoft  any  that  I 
esin  at  prefent  I'ecolled.  The  Hoiife  and  the  PuUi6  will  then  fee 
fhe  fiital  tendiency  anid  the  ultimate  effed  of  the  meafu^es  we  ai'e 
now  purfoing.  If  country  gentlemen  are  on  the  one  hand  6|^- 
preflfed  by  taxes,  and  on  the  other  tempted  to  lay  out  any  money 
th^y  can  simrd  in  the  purchafe  of  their  land  taK,  how  can  they  improve 
their  eftates  r  They  cannot  lay  out  mon^  for  aH  thofe  purpofes, 
dnd,  the  nK)ft  important  of  the  Whole,  for  Ae  pMit  intereft,  may 
be  either  defpifed  oi*  forgotten.  I  (h6uld  lefe  dwell  on  this  point, 
i^ei^  the  fide  of  the  land  tax  to  prevent  dfie  threatened  tax  on  in- 
come, and  all  the  pernicious  confici^nces  which  muft  refolt  from 
th^  meaftnt. 

fiefide^,  Sir,  it  is  pM>ik>fed,  that  our  formers  and  our  country 
^Mlemen  (hall  not  only  be  dieprived  of  the  means  of  carrying  on 
):nfi>|^v<emtnrs,  but  that  tfiey  (hall  beeome  ftock  jobbers ;  and  if 
this  iheafure  fucceeds,  according  to  the  expedationS  and  withek  of 

*  chofe  who  have  introduced  it,  I  fliould  not  be  furprized  to  hear 
Squire  diis,  and  Farmer  that,  boafting  of  dieir  knowle^e  in  thd 
ptiec  of  ftbcks,  ahd  all  the  arcana  of  the  funding  iyftem,  inllead  of 
What  foi-merly  ufod  to  be  thdr  pride,  naihely,  (kill  in  the  managef^ 
meot  of  their  eflates,  and  knowledge  in  the  art  of  agriculture.  The 
Boaindof  Agriculture  muftof  courfe  transfer  its  fittings  to  I^loyd's 
Goflce  Houfe,  or  Change  Alley,  and  the  formers*  club  wiH  be  rtd 
Ibng^  held  at  the  Thatched  Houfe,  but  at  the  Londoh  Tavern; 
tn:  fhort,  Hr,  i  am  afraid  t&tt  dlisc  plan  of  compelling  our  hulbimd* 
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men  to  become  flock  jobbers  will  contribute  to  alter  th6  nstture  of 
their  purfuits  and  the  whole  turn  of  their  ideas.     Whether  we  (hall 
gain  any  thing  by  the  change,  I  (hall  leave  to  the  judegment  of  the 
Houfe  to  determine  ;  but  the  apprehenlion  of  the  efied  tint  it  might 
havei  induced  me  to  refift  the  mcafure  when  it  was  originally  pro* 

^  pofed,  and  now  to  fuggeft  to  the  Houfe  the  plan  of  felling  the  land 
tax,  for  ready  money,  inftead  of  ftock,  which,  fo  far  aa  I  can  judgo, 
is  a  meafure,  in  every  point  of  view,  infinitely  to  be  preferred. 

But,  Sir,  we  arc  told,  that  the  liberty  of  purchaling  the  land  ux» 
even  on  the  prefent  terms,  is  »boon  to  the  landed  intereft ;  that  it 
has  fucceeded  to  a  confiderable  extent,  and  that  as  foon  as  this  bill 
pafles,  it  will  be  carried  much  farther.  For  my  part,  Sir,  fo  far 
as  my  knowledge  or  information  reaches,  there  is  no  (olid  founda-  ^ 
tion  forfuch  affertion.  In  particular  difh'i^s,  fume  friends  or  dc^ 
pendents  of  the  Minifter^  to  give  the  meafure  fome  eciat,  or,  per- 
haps, fome  rujiic  Jimpktons^  inexperienced  in  political  artifices,  and 
dieluded  by  the  emiflaries  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  may 
have  taken  fome  fleps  for  purchafing  i  but  the  gcncraluy'of  land- 
holders have  too  much  good  fenfe  to  be  taken  in.  Indeed  what 
man  of  common  underftanding  would  lay  out  his  money  at  5  per 
cent.,  when,  by  expending  it  on  the  improvement  of  his  cftate,  he 
might  get  from  7  to  i  o,  with  the  fatisfadion  alfo  of  giving  employ- 
ment to  the  induflrious  poor  in  his  neighbot^rhood,  and  of  promoting, 
in  the  mod  e(Fe(5lual  manner,  the  general  advantage  of  the  country  ? 
I  admit  that  the  cafe  would  be  different,  if  the  fale  pf  the  land 

*  tax  could  prevent  the  tax  on  incoine,  the  eSeds  of  which  muft  be 
fo  extenfively  fatal  to  all  the  clalTes  of  the  community^  and  to  the 
landed  intereft  among  the  reft,  that  no  facriiice  would  be  too  greats 
to  efcape  its  deflrudive  operations. 

I  have  now.  Sir,  done  my  duty,  in  urging  thefe  objediions  to 
the  bill.  I  know  well.  Sir,  that  in  the  prefent  temper  of  thefe 
delirious  times,  it  is  ipipo(ribIe  to  expect  fuccefs,  in  attempting  to 
oppofe  any  meafure  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  bringi 
forward  :  at  the  fame  time  I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  rtie  to  (late  my 
fentiments,  nK)re  efpecially  on  fuch  a  fubje6t  as  the  prefetit ;  ^ho;ugh,  * 
the  exertions  of  an  individual,  in  thefe  days^of  triunnphant  majori* 
ties,  muft  be. unavailing.  I  (hall  only  add.  Sir,  that  however 
much  I  diTapprove  of  the  whole  of  this  meafure,  unlefs  it  were  al« 
tered  in  the  manner  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  fugge(ting, 
there  is  another  plan  of  a  limilar  nature,  I  mean  the  ty the- redemp- 
tion bill,  which,  {  underhand,  is  under  the  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman's  confideration,  which.  I  earneftly  wi(h  he  would  propofe 
Co  the  Houfe.     There  is  nothing  in  the  whole  range  of  political 
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,  ngulation  that  could  riflier  be  (b  Ufdul  to  the 
table  to^thc  indtvi^oalt  who  had  the  good  fottu 
fuoccTsfuDy. 

The  Right  Honoursible  D.  RYDER  the 
fary  to  fay  much  ;  he  only  (hould  comment  a 
of  the  honourable  .Baronet's  fpcech.  The 
.  the  honourable  Bannet  wai  for  a  moft  lingi 
give  all  the  evils  that  could  be  attendant  upui 
without  any  of  the  bctulits  of  the  prcTent  meai 
the  purpoTe  of  giving  relief  to  the  landed  get 
purpofe  of  c<Hivertit)g  the  meafure  into  a  pla 
[dies  iur  the  year  ;  and  yet  the  honourable 
Houfe^th^t  none  would  purchafe  but  a  few  r 
at  the  fanle  time  the  honourable  Baronet  laid, 
would  purchafe  at  30  per  cent,  hut  now  they 
cet«. — fuch  was  the  rcafoning  of  the  honours 
ther  apprehenfion  of  the  honourable  Baronet 
founded ;  he  was  apprchcniive  that  the  land 
would  lum  (lock- jobbers,  but  he  dtought  this 
prevent  fuch  incmvcnlence,  by  allowii^  them 
money.  It  took  the  ftock  out  of  their  hand 
future  fpeculation.  If  the  Board  of  Agricu 
apprehended  by  the  honourable  Baronet,  ever 
Stock  Exchange,  and  the  members  become  lit 
example  of  their  Prefidmt,  the  nation  mud 
vamages,  as  appeared  from  the  fpecimen 
evitKcd  by  their  head.  He  did  not  think  it : 
any  farther  a^ument,  but  Ihould  rctl  conten 
already  faid. 

Sir  J.  SINCLAIR  eitpUihed. 

Mr.  LEFEVRE  faid,  he  was  pne  of  the 
demned  by  the  honourable  Baronet.  He  v< 
the  meafure,  and  believed  no  a3  was  ever  a 
fo  linlc  expence  to  the  country.  He  knew  it 
any  account  of  fhe  expence  before  the  Houfe 
was  before  them  it  cpfld  not  be  cxa£l,  but  he 
■  fxceed  loo.oooU'     ,,  - 

Mr.  ELLISON  fpc^?  m  favour  of  the  b 

Mr.  BUXTON  tl)ought  that  .one  of  ih 
(neafurc  ytas  to  prevent  farmers  havir^arv] 
flocks,  by  alloHdng  thetn  to  purchafetur  rtud] 
:  The  biU~waf!llMajcad,a,third  time,  and 
by  way  of  ijfleoi.  ■.. .  ,-.:  ■)  :-i/o  '■  ':/' ' 
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upon  the  qtleAion  that  the  bill  do  pifk/ 

Sir  W.  GEARY  ftld»  he  <fid  not  rife  t<>o(ipole  the  ^ng  df  M% 
bill,  but  for  a  very  great  and  important  purpofe  ;  to  fpeak  td  the 
Mkr  of  the  proceeditigs  of  that  Houfe«  He  had  obferved  :l  vaft 
fttimber  of  elaufes  introduced  after  ihe  third  reading  of  this  and 
itiany  other  bills;  whtn  firft  he  conceived  a  wifii  to  beeoine 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  EngUnd  ia  PMiament, 
kb  iirft  dbje^  V9U  to  preferve  and  to  hand  down  to  pofterky  rtie 
pTaAical  txcellenoe  of  the  Conftitution  of  England,  aa  it  had  been 
tfartfolitted  to  ua  by  our  anceflors,  in  doing  whidh  he  eoold  not  ibr- 
get  die  importance  of  the  fottiis  of  proceeding  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
moitt ;  they  were  all  eftabliihcd  for  the  wife  purpofe  of  afibnfii^ 
tidie  for  deliberation,  and  tD  enable  the  Hoofe  to  €orre6^  the  errors 
of  tiK  Execntiye  Government.  It  waa  in  the  Comtnittee,  and  in 
the  Coinititttee  only,  that  elaufes  ought  to  be  conlMerdd,  for  that 
waa  the  flage  allotted  for  th^m  ;  it  w»  bigMy  improper,  lAaiffNOeh, 
as  ft  waa  inconfiftent  with  deliberation,  that  a  great  number  of 
daufe^  (botfld  be  added  in  a  few  minutes,  after  fSht  thhd  reading 
of  a  bill.  He  did  not  fay  this,  from  an  idea  that  the  MitfAffer  had 
ihnodnted  any  claufcs  that  weie  improper  into  the  preferit  bd)  ;  •  he 
only  rofe  to  fay,  that  the  prafiice  waa  become  much  too  comnon, 
and  that  it  fbould  be  dtfcontihoed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ob(erved,  it  waa  defiraMe  that  every  propofitkm 
made  In  that  Houfo  (hould  pafs  through  all  the  ftagea  which  the 
l^ifdom  of  our  anceftors  had  deelared  to  be  necefiary,  in  order  to 
sflbrd  to  every  Member  an  opportunity  of  delivering  Ma  fetwtfAenfs 
vpon  it ;  if,  ho^ev^r,  geAtlemefi  inFiagined  it  waa  an  tnvafion  of  the 
otd  and  eftaMiihed  pra^iee  of  the  Houfe  to  propofe  ctaufea  oh  the 
report,  or  after  the  third  reading  of  a  bill,  that  imagination  waa 
erroneous ;  the  pradice,  however,  of  briftgirlig  up  clauliss  after  the 
iQport,  or  the  diirif  rsadir^,  ought  to  be  Waiched  with  jealoiify ;  and 
in  iiich  fh^es  no  daisfe  oaght  to  be  propofed  that  tended  ta  iiiaiie 
ftttf  material  akciration  in  the  bitl.  &icK  daufes  as  fended  tiy  ftcU 
Httte  the  eatecmlbify  of  the  potpofes  of  the  bill,  arid  to  darry  into  tSkSt 
more  oerfveniently  thofe  m^afares  which  the  Houfe  had  apploved 
^  #ef<>  not  Kabla  to  obj^^lon  either  on  the  depart  or  af^r  the 
third  reading  ;  but  any  daufe  that  introduced  any  novtliy  ift  point 
of  fubftance  into  the  bill,  after  it  had  pafied  the  Co^mitVee,  ought 
ndl  10  be  aeeedeot  to:  he  obfer vedy  however,  that  in  theprefent 
eafe  her  claufe  had  been  offered  that  was  of  a  nature  inconflAeni 
with  the  tenor  of  the  bill,  ard  therefcMte  did"  not  tiA\  fof  the  ifiwft- 
fcetitoof  the  Houfb;  The  Houik,  howexisr,  v^a^^  nor  be  prevented 
from  exercifing  a  watchful  jeabufy  over  every  clauftl  that  Was  ^itiy 
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poTed  to  be  addiod  to  a  Mil  after  the  wpoet     It  waia  jealoiify  tiwl 
was  quite  ponfiftent  with  fhc  duty  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.'  Chancelbr  PI1*T  faid^  it  wa$  pcvfc&ij  eotnpelea^  to  anf 
Member,  if  he  fotind  in  any  cUufe  a  fyUahle  that  he  diiapproved»  to 
eppoft  that  clause  after  the  third  reading  of  the  biU,  as  ivcU  as  if  it 
vas  propo&d  in  a  Comnoittee.  He  was  in  the  reoolkflion  of  tfadfb 
who  heard  the  clauCes,  and  he  appealed  to  them  tofiiy  whether  ang^ 
one  of  the  claufes  he  had  propofed  this  night  was  inconfiftent  wUk 
the  general  icope  of  the  bill :  he  was  entitled  then  to  (ay  that,  how- 
ever true  the  general  dofirine  laid  down  tonight  might  be,  k  migjhc 
afi  well  be  faid  of  ai^  other  meafuie  as  pf  that  which  was  now  in 
the  Spi*aker's  hand. 

Sir  VV.  PULTENEY  agreed  to  every  thts«  that  had  been  tui 
of  the  iiecciTity  of  watching  with  a  jealous  eye  every  claufe  that  was- 
prqpoied  after  the  report.  The,  Committee  was  undoubtedly  the 
ik^  fcv  the  difcuffion  of  claufes ;  and  ham  the  piaflice  of  receiviwf 
them  on  the  report,  or  after  the  third  leadiog,  the  Houle  might  h» 
Vi^ry  much  impoied  upon.  He  did  not  attend  to  the  daufes  wbldt 
were  piopo(ed  tp-night ;  he  could  not  underftand  dif  m  if  he  toA 
attended,  for  the  nolfe  would  have  made  that  impoQible :  howe^f^ 
he  to^k  it  for  gpranted  that  they  were,  as  the  Speaker  had  ftated 
thcin,  agreeable  to  the  tenour  of  the  bill.  But  this  introduAion  o£ 
claufes  after  the  Committee  was  over,  was  a  very  bad  pnafiioe,  andk 
ought  to  be  checked ;  for  which  purpofe  perhaps  it  would  not  be  a 
had  expedient  to  make  an  order,  that  no  clauies  fliouU  be  received 
after  a  bill  had  paffed  a  Committee,  unlefi  there  was  at  leaft  a,  (ky  V 
nQti<^  of  an  intention  to  produce  them* 

Sir  W.  GEARY  faid  a  few' words. 

Mr;  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  many  of  the  moft  experienced^ 
Members  of  the  Houfe  had  ftated  to  him  great  inconveniences  that 
arofe  ftom  the  manner  in  which  bilb  are  difcuffcd  upon  a  re-^om^ 
mttment*  Iiideed  he  was  aware  gentlemen  had  felt  the  confiiflow. 
and  embaraflm^t  to  be  almoft  cndlefs  in  (bmc  cafes.  This  ap^* 
peared  tahim  to  be  capable  of  remedy.  The  mode  now  was  to 
print  a  bill  when  it  was  ordered  to  be  re-oomnutted,  in  the  lame 
manner  as  if  it  was  printed  withoiit  a  view  to  its  being  rs-com- 
mitted,  that  is,  the  bill  and  amendments  were  primed  diftinAI]^ 
from  each  other,  and  when  they  came  to  be  dKcuffed  on  the  re«oom* 
mitment,  the  amendments  were  all  referred  to,  inftead  of  fi>Ilowing 
it  in  order  :  dicfe  refceenccs  created  gieat  embarrafiment ;  to  vt^ 
medy  wM^h,  he  iobmitted,  that  inflead  of  making  references  to  the 
amendmentf,  the  bill  with  the  ampod^ients  fiiould  be  printed  alto- 
gdtfaer  in  the  tufc  nwiQor  as  if  tbe  order  made  .for  printiiig  had 
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been  made  before  the  fecdnd  leadingy  in  order  that  the  Houfe  m^ 
ice  the  whole  bill  and  amendments  as  they  aftually  ftood,  inftead  of 
making  references  to  the  am^dments.  This  he  only  iuggefted  as 
one  way  of  obviating  much  difficulty.     The  bill  was  then  pailed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  (or  the  Houfe 
to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  conHder 
iartfaer  of  the  income  bill.  The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Com* 
mittee. . ' 

Mr.  WIGLEY  objeded  to  the  claufe  which  extended  the  jwo- 
vifions  of  the  bill  to  fuch  perfons  as  might  have  gone  out  of  the 
country  for  any  temporary  purpofe.  In  his  opinion  it  was  extremely 
bard  that  thofe  perfons  (hould  be  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the  bill, 
merely  becaufe  a  notice  might  have  been  left  at  their  laft  place  of 
xefidence  previous  to  their  departure. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  could  by  no  means  coindde  in  ibc  opi- 
nion of  the  learned  gentleman,  for  he  could  fee  nothing  like  a  hard- 
flup  in  calling  for  the  contributions  of  thofe  who  poflefled  wealth 
ill  the  country y  wherefoever  they  might  be  in  periqn,  efpecially  as 
Ibeilr  temporary  abfence  might  be  occafioned  by  the  purfuit  of  fome 
gainful  objefi.^ 

Colonel  MARK  WOOD  urged  nearly  the  fame  objefiion,  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  adhered  to  his  former  leafon  for 
nc>t  thinking  the  objtdion  admiflible. 

The  claufe  wzi  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  the  next  claufe  refprded 
die  appointment  of  the  Commiflioners  who  were  to  be  entnifted 
with  the  execution  of  the  billy  be  would,  before  the  Committee  pro- 
ceeded farther  in  the  confideration  of  the  daufes,  take  the  prcTcnt 
cfpportunity  of  alluding  to  certain  regulations  which,  upon  a  rocon- 
lideration  of  the  bulinefs,  he  thcAight  it  might  be  expedient  to  intio* 
duce  into  the  inquiry  it  might  be  necelTary  to  m^ke  into  mercantile 
property.  Thefe  regulations  were  fuggeded  to  him  by  th&  infor- 
mation  he  received  this  morning  from  a  number  of  gentlemen  who 
had  the  fuccefs  of  the  meafure  now  before  the  Committee  extremely 
at  hearty  and  who  aflured  him  that  the  adopting  of  thofe  regulations 
would  not  only  remove  the  objection  arifing  from  the  difclofure  of 
mercantile  accoiintSy  but  would  alfo  coniiderably  contribute  to  im- 
prove the  billy  by  fecuring  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  while  it 
eflFedually  avoidtd  the  ultimate  publicity  of  the  private  concerns  of 
commercial  nnen.  .With  refped  to  the  other  denominations  of 
property,  he  did  not  fee  that  the  (ame  reafon  exifted  for  propofing 
any  new  regulations.  The  general  mode  already  adopted  in  the 
bill  was,  in  his  opinion,  fully  adequate  to  thofe  purpofcs.     But  by 
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fhc  mode  which  he  had  to  p^opofe  for  afkertaining  the  iiiliount  of 
coinmercia]  property,  an  opportunity  would  firft  be  afforded  to  the 
furveyor  and  the  comniiflioners  to  exarnine  into  the  (latement  of 
property  delivered  in  ;  it  next  gave  an  opportunitj''  to  tfie  Cortimif- 
fioners  of  calling  for  a  fchedulc,  if  they  fhould  deem  it  neceflary  ; 
and  it  then  furnifhed  a  fubfcqucnt  opportunity  to  the  furveyor,  after 
having  duly  heard  evidence,  to  proceed  to  the  ordinary  mode  of  col- 
Icdling  the  tax*  Here,  however,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  impofe 
fome  reftriflions  on  the  powers  grantjpd  to  the  furvcyors.  The  fir(V 
modification,  therefore,  which  it  might  be  proper  to  adopt  was,  that 
a  fchedule  (hould  not  be  inlVfted  on  at  the  mere  pleafure  and  fiig- 
geftion  of  the  furveyor,  who  (hould  not  be  warranted  in  calling  for 
the  fchedulc,  unlefs  the  major  parjt  of  the  CommifTioncrs,  after  duly 
examining  into  the  Oatementof  income  voluntarily  given  in,  (hould 
judge  it  neceffary  to  have  a  fchedule  produced.  The  next  modi- 
fication he  would  propofc,  which  would  icmove  a  material  objc6^ ion j 
was,  that  the  furveyor  (hould  not  be  prcfent  at  the  examination  of 
the  fchedule,  (hould  it  be  called  for  by  a  majority  of  the  Commif- 
(ioners,  though  afterwards  it  would  be  neceffary  to  acquaint  the  fur- 
veyor with  the  rcfult  of  the  examination,  in  order  to  enable  him  to 
perform  his  duty^  By  adopting  this  fpecial  mode,  and  applying  it 
to  the  afcertaining  of  commercial  income,  the  defired  fccrecy  would 
be  completely  obtained.  For  inl^ead  of  returning  the  (\atement  of 
their  inconf>e  immediately  to  the  furveyor  or  afi'cffor,  the  commer- 
cial parties  concerned  may  fend  it  in  fecretly  to  the  Commiffioners^ 
which  will  prevent  Its  paffmg  through  the  medium  of  a  Common 
affeffor.  He  had  moreover  to  propofc,  that  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  bufinefs  of  the  Commiffioners,  a  certnin  number  of  affirtants . 
fhould  be  appointed  in  each  diflridl  out  of  the  mercantile  body,  to 
whom  the  Commiffioners  might  refer  the  fchedules  delivered  in  to 
them,  and  to  whofe  opinion  they  may  have  rccourfe  in  order  to  af- 
certain  the  fituation  of  the  parties,  and  examine  into  the  fum 
charged  upon  them,  in  order  to  fee  how  far  it  coincides  v;ith  the 
ffatement  voluntarily  delivered  in.  Should  the  commcrcir.l  nffiff- 
ants  pronounce  the  fum  charged  by  the  affcllbr  not  to  exceed  what 
he  was  juftified  in  charging,  then  the  affeffor  would  be  cmpc>wercd 
to  in(i(t  upon  the  produdlion  of  the  fchedule  ;  but  not;  fo  unlefs  it 
Hvas  the  opinion  of  (he  major  part  of  the  Commiffioners  that  tl^e 
fchedule  (hould  be  produced.  The  commercial  affiftants  fntriifrcd 
with  thefe  powers,  (hould  be  tied  down  uiuicr  an  oath  of  fecrccv, 
and  therefore  all  publicity  would  be  avcidcd,  and  no  difclofure  of 
private  circumffances  m^de  but  to  gentlemen  of  a  different  defer! p- 
tion  from  the  furvcyors,  engaged  in  commercial  purfulis,  and  equally 
Vol.  VII.  S  s 
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interefted  with  themfelves  in  concealing  their  proceeding^.  In  the 
next  place,  in  order  to  prevent  the  refult  of  the  final  judgqnent  of 
the  Con^miflioners  from  tranfpiring  and  becoming  public,  by  up- 
turning to  the  furveyors  the  an[K)unt  of  the  fum  the  parties  concerned 
are  adjudged  to  pay,  a  fecret  book  fhould  be  keept  by  the  Commif- 
fioners,  with  numbers  correfponding  to  the  names  of  the  dificrent 
parties,  while  thofe  parties  (hall  be  at  liberty  through  themfelves  or 
their  agents  to  pay  int6  the  Bank  of  England,  or  to  the  Receiver 
General,  the  fum  in  which  they  are  afleflfed.  The  parties  afterwards, 
en  the  produ£lion  of  a  certificate  to  the  Special  CommifliionerSy^hat 
the  fum  in  which  their  numbers  are  afleflfed,  'has  been  paid,  fliall 
have  their  names  written  off  by  the  Commiflioners.  But  in  cafe 
of  non-payment  after  a  certain  time,  the  Commiflioners  (hall  be 
empowered  to  open^  the  fecret  book,  and  to  proceed  by  public  prooeis 
to  recover  payment  from  the  parties  fo  failing.  For  the  fuggeftkxi 
of  thefe  improvements  he  was  particularly  indebted  to  gentlenaen 
much  experienced  in  commercial  concerns,  who  recalled  to  his  re- 
colle<Slion  how  this  very  mode  had  been  fuccefsfully  pradtifcd  in  a 
buiinefs  of  a  far  more  delicate  nature  than  the  prefent.'  What  he 
alluded  to,  was  the  fecret  aid  granted  by  Parliament,  in  17931  to 
many  reipe<£lab]e  commercial  gentlemen,  who  then  laboured  under 
a  temporary  cmbarraflment.  The  difclofure  of  their  (ituation  ;  the 
degree  of  aid  they  each  folicited ;  and  the  nature  of  the  fecurity 
given  by  them  for  fuch  aid,  were  communicated  only  to  perfons  in 
fimilar  circumftances  with  tliemfclves,  and  to  fuch  as  it  is  now  pro- 
pofed  to  make  fomething  of  a  (imilar  difclofure :  it  never  then  tranf- 
pired  who  were  the  individuals  that  received  the  aid,  or  to  what  ex- 
tent it.  was  granted  to  theno.  By  adopting  in  the  prefent  meafure 
a  like  mode  of  proceeding,  mercantile  men  muft  feel  that  they  are 
entirely  relieved  from  all  dread  of  bringing  publicity  on  their  private 
concerns,  or  difcloiing  the  Aate  of  their  property.  Thus  much  he 
thought  it  neceflary  to  throw  out  refpedingthe  intended  regulations ; 
of  which  he  would  enter  into  a  more  detailed  explanation  when  the 
particular  claufes  containing  them  came  regularly  under  difcuflion. 

Colonc)  MARK  WOOD  approved  in  a  great  meafure  of  this 
improved  plan  ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  flill  more  perfed,  if 
it  were  made  more  general,  and  if  all  commercial  men,  as  well  as 
of  thers,  were  compelled  to  balance  their  books  upon  a  certain  day 
every  year,  and  declare  the  amount  of  their  profits. 
.  Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  highly  approved  of  the  propofed  regu- 
lations, and  was  ready  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  give  them 
efFcft  ;  he  was  confident,  they  might  be  enforced  with  the  ut0K>ft 
iVcrecv,  for  he  had  the  honour  of  being  one  of  the  Commiflioners  in 


Die.  19.}  DEBATES.  315 

the  bufincfi  of  1 793,  alluded  to  by  his  right  honourable  friend,  and 
from  his  own  knowledge,  he  could  fairly  fay,  that  it  'had  completely 
anfwered  its  propofed  obje£t.  ,  , 

Mr.  H.  BROWN  cxprcffed  his  apprchenfions,  that  thcfc  new 
regulations  might  tend  to  weaken  the  bill,  to  which  he  profefled 
himfetf  a  very  warm  friend. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  wifhed  to  fave  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee by  again  ftating  his  former  obfefvations,  that  no  fchedule 
ihould  be  required,  unlefs  a  great  majority  of  the  Commifiioners 
agreed  that  it  ought  to  be  produced.  They  would  take  care  that 
the  ground  upon  which  it  was  called  for,  (hould  be  grave,  and 
weighty  enough  to  induce  their  aflent. 

Mr.  JONES  wi(hed  to  know  whether,  if  the  Commiffioners 
divulged  the  fecret,  and  violated  their  oath,  they  (bould  be  indldta-^ 
bte  for  perjury  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  this  was  not  the  moment 
for  anfwering  that  queAion.  He  was  ready,  however,  fo  far  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  honourable  gentleman  as  to  tell  him  that  the  oath  in  quef- 
fion  was  a  promiffory  oath,  and  that  as  fuch,  in  the  nature  of 
our  laws,  it  did  not  make  thofe  who  violated  it  indidablc  for 
perjury. 

Mr.  JONES  contended  that  it  (hould  be  viewed  in  the  light  of 
a  contentious  oath. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  objefled  to  the  powers  cntrufted  lo 
the  office  of  furveyor  ;  they  were  entirely  new,  and  if  added  to  the 
powers  granted  lad  year,  would  prove  inordinate.  He  wifhed  to 
fee  them  defined  by  a  particular  claufe  ;  it  was  alfo  his  defire  that 
the  fhtements  given  in  by  commercial  houfes  (hould  be  given  in  in 
the  name  of  the  general  concern,  and  not  individually  by  each  part- 
ner, and  that  the  private  property  of  each  partner  (hould  be  diflin- 
guifhed  from  the  profits  of  the  trade. 

The  Chairman,  Mr.  SMITH,  here  fuggcfled  the  propriety 
of  flicking  to  the  claufe  now  before  the  Committee,  which  he 
again  read. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  did  not  difappjove  of  the  new  modifications  ; 
he  rofe  only  to  afk  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman to  have  the  bill  reprinted  after  the  new  claufes  were  brought 
up,  or  thus  he  might  not  have  an  opportunity  of  examining  them 
previous  to  their  difcufTion.  He  could  not,  however,  omit  obfcrv- 
ing,  what  a  marked  difference  was  now  drawn  between  the  mercan- 
tile and  the  landed  intoreit.  The  one  was  permitted  to  benefit  their 
common  interell,  and  to  impofe  taxes  upon  themfelves,  under  tlie 
pretence  of  com^nercial  expediency,  while  the  landed  gentry  were 

S  s  a 


31 6  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commok$. 

obliged  to  fubmit  to  whatever  might  be  propofe^y  and  be  thu3  dng<> 
ged  through  the  dirt,  (ndced  the  city  patriotifniy  as  appeared  be* 
fore  on  another  pccafion,  proved  very  (hort  lived.  One  worthy 
Alderman  (Mr.  Curtis)  highly  approved  of  the  meafure,  while 
another  (Mr.  Lufliingcon)  was  clamorous  for  modifications. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  thflt  there  was  a  degree  of  can^ 
dour  in  the  firft  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech,  which  the 
latter  part  of  it  did  not  betray.  He  wifhed  the  bill  to  be  reprinted  that 
he  might  ftudy  the  nature  of  the  propofed  claufes,  but  after  confcf- 
fing  his  ignorance  of  them,  he  proceeded  to  invcigjl  againft  the  pre- 
dilection they  rtjcwcd  for  the  mefc^ntile  intereft,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  landed  gentry.  Indeed  the  honourable  gentleman's  diflideticp 
fcemed  to  be  as  (hort- lived  as  the  patriotifm  of  the  oity  ;  for  he  muft 
I^ave  recovered  from,  or  rclapfedin  tp  his  nature,  for  the  fake  ofiodulgT 
ing  in  an  inveclive  againft  tl  C  commercial  intcreft,  though  they  liKl? 
defcrved  if,  as  at  their  exprcfs  defire  they  came  forward  to  contri- 
bute their  fall  fliare.  .  Had  he  not  been  deprived  of  an  opportunity 
yeftcrday  by  there  being  no  Houfe,  he  would  have  then  brought  for- 
ward the  regulations  he  now  propofed ;  but  from  itiformation  he 
had  received  this  morning,  and  from  the  delay  that  was  afibrded 
hijTi,  he  was  happy  to  fay  that  he  could  now  bring  them  forward  in 
a  more  regular  and  better  digeftcd  ftate,  which  perhaps  he  could  not 
have  done  wich  equal  efFe6l  ycficrday.  He  could  not  fee  that  this 
was  a  ni<)(nent  for  reporting  progrefs  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought 
the  be  ft  way  was  now  to  go  into  the  claufes.  The  new  ^rlaufes 
might  then  be  as  open  for  difcuflion,  as  thofe  now  printed.  It  was 
indeed  his  intcntior)  that  the  bill  fhould  be  reprinted,  but  it  was  alfo 
his  wiili  that  no  time  (hould  be  loft,  but  th^t  the  difcuflion  might 
take  place  on  the  report. 

Mr.  TIERNEY,  in  explanation,  faid,  that  it  were  as  well  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  mentioned  the  drcumftance 
of  there  being  no  Hotifc  yefterday.  Thofe  vyho  were  in  fuch  a 
hurry  to  pafs  the  bill  before  the  Chriftmas  holidays,  (hquld  doubt- 
lefs  have  l.ccn  in  their  places  at  four  o'clock,  while  thofe  who  op- 
pofed  that  hurry  niight  be  permitted  to  come  down  a  few  minutes 
after ;  only  thirty-fix  gentlemen  however  thought, proper  to  attend 
on  a  hufincfj  of  fuch  weighty  importaticc,  and  which  they  pretended 
iliouid  be  carried  into  dVcS  without  delay. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSIJINGTON  begged  leave  to  fay  a  word 
in  fupport  of  hiif  conliftcncy,  which  he  trufted  was  as  evident  as 
that  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Tierney).  All  he  had 
f  lid  was,  that  ho  and  his  conftituents  approved  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  but  that  he  had  firong  objections  to  particular  parts  of  it,  which 
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he  traded  would  be  done  away,  as  he  felt  particular  fatisfadion  at 
the  explanation  given  by  the  right  Honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  ;  in  all  this  he  hoped  he  was  perfedJly  confident. 

Mr.  WILBEIRFORCE  was  of  opinion  that  the  fevere  animad- 
verfions  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney),  on  thofc  whom 
he  thought  fhould  not  have  failed  in  making  a  Houfe,  could  be  in- 
tended only  to  injure  the  charad^er  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  called  to  order,  and  fajd,  that  thefe  obfervations 
were  foreign  to  the  bufinefs  before  the  Committee. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  alfo  called  to  order,  and  wilhed  to 
know  what  was  the  queftion  before  the  Houfc  ?  , 

The  CHAIRMAN  faid,  there  was  no  quedion  before  the  Com- 
mittee, but  he  was  now  going  to  read  the  claufes.  '  ' 

Sir  W.  PUlrTENEY  contended  that  the  regulations  now  pro- 
pofed  in  favour  of  commercial  men  put  the  bill  altogether  in  a  new 
light ;  it  was  not,  therefore,  wrong  to  enter  upon  the  difcuflion  of 
it,  when  its  whole  fydem  and  tenor  feemed  to  be  changed. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  rofe  and  contended,  that  this  claufe  ojught  to 
be  podponed  ;  on  which  a  converfation  arofe  on  the  point  of  order, 
when  it  was  decided,  that  it  was  neceflary,  in  the  fird  place,  to«dif- 
pofe  Tegularly  of  the  claufes  of  the  bill. 

Upon  the  claufe  for  regulating  the  fandlions  of  furveyor,  Mr. 
Tierney  fuggedcd,  that  the  Coitimiflioncrs  (hould  have  the  power 
pf  difcharging  him,  in  cafes  where  he  was  officious  and  oppreflive 
\n  hi?  fqrchaiges.  .  It  had  happened  lad  ye^r,  in  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln, that  a  furveyor  had  occadoned  much  vexation  and  trouble  by 
furcharges,  which  were  afterwards  all  difcharged  by  the  Com- 
iniflioners. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid,  that  the  very  cafe  alluded  to, 
proved,  that  if  fuch  an  abufe  exided,  there  already  was  a  difpofi- 
fion  to  correft  it.  The  furveyor  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  was 
refufed. 

To  a  quedion,  whether  the  Commiflioners  were  to  be  paid 
for  their  trouble  ?  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  they 
were  not. 

An  amendment  was  likewife  made  to  the  claufe  refpefling  the 
powers  of  the  furveyor,  by  which  the  Commiflioners  ate  left  to 
judge,  whether  they  are  to  proceed  to  iifue  any  precept  upon  the 
Surcharge  made  by  the  furveyor ;  and  to  confider  and  to  cx^mme 
^he  reafons  he  had  for  making  it,  and  decide  accordingly. 

Upon  this  point  fome  converfation  tpok  place  between  Sir  Wil- 
liam Pulteney  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  for- 
mer faid,  that  the  amendment  now  propofed,  had  madevcty   mate- 
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rial  adterations  in  the  bill ;  when  in  its  original  ftate,  it  oofifefTed  a 
very  dai^rous  and  oppreflive  power  on  the  furveyor^  to  harafs  any 
peribn  he  chofc,  by  calling  upon  him  by  a  furcharge,  to  give  a  fiate- 
ment  of  his  affairs. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  if  fuch  an  alteration  (certainly 
material^  bat  perfedlly  confiftent  with  the  fpiritof  the  meafure}  had 
reconciled  the  honourable  Baronet  to  the  bill,  how  could  he  juffify 
the  inflammatory  langui^e  he  had  ufed  refpefting  it,  when  he  faid 
it  applied  whips  and  fcourgcs  to  the  people  of  this  country  ? 

Si5  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  h6  wanted  none  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  alTiftance  to  defend  his  confiflcncy. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  retra6t  a  word  of  what  he  had  faid  of  the 
bill  in  the  (hape  it  was  firft  brought  forward. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  oppofed  that  part  of  the  bill  which  empowered 
the  Commifiioners  to  call  for  a  fchedule  with  a  detailed  (biteraeiKt 
of  a  man's  circumftances. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  likewife  oppofed  this  claufe.  He  faid^  that 
before  fuch  vjolcnt  means  were  ufed,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man  might  try  what  mildnefs  would  do.  Even  laft  year's  cxpefi^ 
ment  might  induce  him  to  do  this  ;  for  although  there  might  hare 
been  cvafion,  yet  a  great  part  of  the  fum  eftimated  had  been  ob- 
tained. It  would  be  better  to  try  to  raife  even  a  part  of  this  fum 
without  calling  for  fuch  difclofure. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  to  do  what  the  honouraUe 
gentleman  recommended,  would  be  to  enable  thofe  who  were  urt- 
willing  to  contribute  to  cfcapc,  while  it  would  lay  the  burden  on 
thofe  who  in  other  cafes  had  evinced  a  difpofition  to  contribute  to 
the  public  exigencies. 

The  Committee  then  divided  upon  the  claufe  enabling  the  Com- 
miflloners  to  call  for  the  diiclofure*-* 

For  the  claufe,  80  ;  Againft  it,  4. 

On  the  claufe  which  provides  that  an  appeal  (hall  be  allowed 
from  the  decifion  of  the  Commiflioners  to  other  Commifiioners, 
and  that  the  appeal  (hall  be  allowed  vy  the  furveyor,  as  well  as  to 
the  perfon  charged,  a  debate  arofe,  in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  th'c  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Simeon,  Mr.  Percival  and 
others,  fupported  the  claufe,  and  coniidered  it  as  only  a  queftion  like 
of  civil  fuir,  and  granting  a  new  trial ;  and  Mr.  Ticrney,  Mr. 
Wiglcy,  and  Sir  W.  Geary  pppofed  it,  and  confidered  the  allow- 
a:Kc  of  appeal  to  the  furveyor,  Ukc  giving  an  accufer  the  power  of 
having  a  man  tried  a  fecond  time  for  a  crime  of  which  he  had  been 
a^  quitted  ;  for  .although,  in  (Iriflnefs  of  language,  it  was  not  a 
C!  Ime  that  a  man  was  accufed  of  when  he  was  charged  with  having 
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given  in  a  falfe  account  of  his  income ;  yet,  as  it  involved  his  cha- 
mber as  a  man  of  honour  or  of  nooralityy  the  chaige  partook  of  the 
nature  of  a  criminal  chaige. 

The  Committee  divided-— 

For  the  appeal,  59  ;  Againft  it,  9. 

The  Houfe  being  rcfumedy  progrefs  was  reported,  and  leave  was 
given  for  the  Chairman  to  fit  again  the  following  day. 


Thuffday,  December  2o, 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  before  the  Houfe  proceeded 
to  other  bufinefs,  It  was  his  wilh  to  bring  forward  a  matter  which 
had  prcffcd  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  weight  upon  his  mind. 

Here  the  Ufhcr  of  the  Black  Rod  came  to  demand  the  imme- 
diate attendance  of  the  Houfe,  to  hear  His  Majedy's  commiflion 
read  in  the  Houfe  of  Pcsrs. 

Mr.  SPEAKER,  upon  his  return,  reported,  that  His  Majcfty's 
aflent  wa^  giVen  by  commiflion  to  the  bill  authorizing  regiments  of 
Englifh  militia  to  continue  their  fsirther  ferviccs  in  Ireland,  for  a 
time  to  be  limited, -and  to  feveral  other  public  and  private  bills. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  then  proceeded.  He  faid  he  wifhcd 
"te  draw  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fubje£t  which  had  once  and 
again  forced  itfelf  upon  his  mind,  and  been  much  in  his  thoughts  ; 
it  was  a  fubjeA  which  nearly  concerned  the  charaAer  and  dignity  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  of  every  individual  Member  in  it* 
Whether  the  matter  which  he  meant  to  bring  forward  would  lead 
to  any  motion,  or  farther  meafures,  muft  depend  in  a  great  mea« 
fure  on  the  fentiments  and  wiflies  which  other  gentlemen  might  ex* 
prefs,  and  the  reception  which  the  Houfe  would  give  to  the  remarks 
he  wiflied  to  throw  out.  Mr.  Wilb^rforce  faid,  it  was  well  known 
to  be  a  landing  order  of  the  Houfe  to  exclude  Grangers  from  the* 
gallery,  but  this  order- had  not  been  rigoroufly  enforced  ;  and  fome 
how  or  other,  by  the  admiflion  of  (hangers,  or  otherwife,  ftatements 
had  been  made,  even  in  the  public  newfpapers,  faid  to  be  the  re- 
'  port  of  what  pafled  within^  that  Houfe,  but,  in  various  in^binccs 
which  had  come  within  his  knowledge,  they  had  given  mifreprefen- 
tations,  and  with  an  evident  tendency  to  prevent  and  prejudice  the 
public  mind  againft  the  deliberations  of  Parliament,  during  the  dif- 
cuflion  of  important  meafures.  It  became  the  Houfe,  therefore, 
fcrloufly  to  confider  whether  it  was  not  high  time  to  take  fome  mca- 
fure  calculated  to  meet  the  evil  of  which  he  complained,  and  to 
prevent    the  mifreprcfcntaiion    of   gentlemen's   fpecches,  tending 
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both  to  pervert  the  public  mind,  and  to  prejudice  Members  ^n  the 
opinion  of  their  conftituents.  For  his  own  part,  he  emertained 
little  doubt  that  the  objed  of  fome  of  thofe  parliamentary  reports 
to  which  he  referred,  was  to  aim  a  blow  at  the  Conftitution,  hj 
means  of  an  attack  on  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  its  Members. 

If  it  was  merely  the  cafe  of  an  individual  who  had  been  thus 
injutcdj  or  of  himfelf  in  particular,  he  confeffed  he  fliould  not 
think  he  a£ied  with  becoming  propriety  in  taking  up  the  time  and 
attention  of  the  Houfe,  by  prefllng  this  (natter  upon  their  cofifider- 
ation  :  but,  for  his  pai't,  he  had  thought  for  years  paft  that  there  had 
exi/led  a  (ludied  and  wilful  defign  to  mifreprefent,  and  even  vilify 
the  Members  and  proceedings  of  this  Houfe.  He,  for  one,  had 
been  told,  when  in  the  country,  that  he  had  both  fpoken  and  voted 
differently  from  what  he  had  done ;  at  the  fame  time  he  had  the 
fatisfa<9ion  to  know,  that  any  attempts  of  that  kind,  with  refpc6l 
to  bis  fentimcnts  or  character,  had  not  b^ch  fucccfsful — and  he 
trufted  that  he  (lood  as  fair  as  ever  in  the  eOeem  of  his  conftituerits. 
But  the  fubjcdt  to  which  he  alluded  applied  to  the  character  of 
every  individual  Member ;  and  he  would  repeat  it,  that  he  had 
heard  perfons  in  the  country  again  and  again  exprefs  themfelves 
with  afloni(hment  at  the  fpeeches  and  votes  of  Individual  Mem« 
hers,  to  which  they  had  been  led  by  the  mifreprefentations  which 
had  gone  forth  in  the  public  papers.  Some  of  thofe  vehicles  had 
contented  themfelves  merely  with  ftating,  that  fome  honourable 
Member  had  made  a  very  able  or  eloquent  fpeech,  whilft  the  fpeech 
of  another,  in  oppofition  to  it,  had  been  given  at  great  length  ;  the 
evident  defign  of  this  was  to  bias  the  public  mind  againft  their  con* 
flituents.  An  evil  of  fuch  magnitude  was  fuch  as  he  thought 
ihould  be  remedied  fome  way  or  other.  He  could  not  l^ut  be 
anxious,  not  only  that  his  charader,  but  that  alfo  of  every  honour- 
able'  gentleman  within  thcfe  walls  (hould  be  reprefented  fairly. 
He  was  afraid  that  the  mifreprefentation  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  Houfe  were  wilfully  given  with  a  view  to  lower  and  ftigmattze 
the  Houfe  of  Commons^  its  Members  and  proceedings.  There 
never  exi(led  a  time  which  difcovered  more  evidently  than  the  pre- 
fent,  a  defign  to  aim  a  blow  at  the  Conftitution  through  the  me- 
dium of  an  attack  upon  Parliament.  He  was  far  from  objeding, 
nay  he  was  willing  and  dcfirous  that  every  thing  tranfafied  widiin 
that  Houfe  (hould  be  fairly  reprefented ;  but  if  it  was  found  im- 
poffiblc/to  have  this  account  fairly  given^  and  that  they  could  not 
adopt  any  mcafure  to  fecurc  themfelves  from  fuch  attacks,  it  would 
then  become  matter  for  fcrious  confideration  whether  the  Houfe 
(hould  not  fay,  either  tliat  what  pafiTed  tlicrc  fhould  be  fairly  ftated 
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or  fidC  at  alK  On  the  one  hand,  he  w98  unwilling,  ^^th  a  view  of. 
preventing  mifrepcefentationy  to  (hut  up  the  door  againd  alt  ftran- 
g^9>  and  on  the  other,  be  was  defirous  to  have  a  fair  (htement  of 
the  ptocecdings  of  the  Hoofe.  He  was  undetermined  wherher  he 
ihould  make  any  motion  on  the  ftA>je£t|  but  he  fhould  confidcr  of  it> 
and  whether  an  .increafing  evil  did,  not  call  for  a  fpecial  remedy. 
Mr.  Wilberferce  faid,  diat  what  particularly  induced  him  to  (late 
Ms  matter  at  prefent,  was  in  confequence  of  a  remark  lately  made 
by  an  honourable  Memt)er  (Mir.  Tiem€y}i  that  on  Tucfday  laft  there 
'  wen  not  above  3.6  Members  met  at  four  o'clock  to  carry  through 
the  new  tax  upon  income^  and  from  thence  it  was  inferred  that 
diofe  who  were  for  the  bill  were  not  very  anxious  in  its  fupport. 
He  knew  what  cffeds  fuch  ftatem'ents  were  likely  to  produce^  from 
the  venom  of  fimilar  remarks  formerly^  which  had  dtfFufed  them- 
felves  through  the  community^  and  had  produced  very  injurious 
confequences.  He  thought  it  therefore  important  to  the  charaAer 
of  Piarliament  that  it  (hoold  be  known,  that  the  reverfe  of  this 
statement  was  the  fafi,  and  that  it  was  becaufe  geiKlemen  were 
anxious  and  xealous  in  favour  of  this  meafure  of  finance,  that  they 
ivetts  not  prefent  before  four  o'clock  ;  gentlemen  generally  came 
early  when  they  meaitt  to  go  away  early  \  but,  when  they  expeded 
a  late  night,  and  intended  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  bufinoTs,  it 
Was  ufual  for  them  to  dine  firfi,  and  finifh  the  buftnefe  of  the  day  . 
befiins  they  camie  down  to  the  Houfe ;  fo  that  on  Tuefday  laA,  it  was 
becaufe  they  meant  to  attend  the  progrefs  of  the  bill  through  the 
Committee  that  many  gentlemen  did  not  come  to  flie  Houfe  till  a 
"ittle  after  four  o'clock. 

He  had  thought  proper,  particularly,  to  notice  this  circumftance, 
becaofe  it  was  one,  owing  to  which  the  charaiSler  of  the  Houfe  had 
been  maliciouflv  traduced.  It  was  for  the  Houfe  to  confider  what 
fteps  fhould  be  taken  to  remedy  the  evil  of  which  he  complained  ; 
as  to  himielf,  he  had  felt  it  a  matter  of  the  utmofl  importance  to 
make  the  obfervations  he  hadjuft  thrown  out. 

No  Member  having  arifen  to  fsy  a  word  on  the  fubjed  of  Mr* 
WilberfDice's  obfervations,  the  matter  dropped  of  courfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  circumftances  which  at 
firfl  rendered  it  neeeffiiry  to  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  ASt  ftill 
made  the  continuance  of  this  fufpenfion  fo  forcible  as  to  prevent  his 
enlarging  on  the  fufajed,  he  would  nnove^  therefore,  that  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  A&  for  a  time  to  be  limited. 

Leave  beiftg  given,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  brought  up  the  UU, 
Vol.  VII.  T  t 
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which  was  read  a  firfi  time,  aod  ordered  to  be  read  a  fccotid  time 
to-morrow. 

•  Mr.  WIGLEY  wiOied  a  regulatioo  to  be  intnoduced  in  the 
claufe  which  refpedted  the^  qualification  of  attorney's  clerks,  and 
th^t  they  might  be  allowed  to  enter,  althcNigh  they  had  not  ferved 
five  years  to  ^he  attorney  wirh  whom  they  were  firfl  articled^  pio- 
vided  they  had,  with  the  confent  of  that  attorney^  ferved  five  ycais 
to  another. 

Mr*  ROSE  did  not  fee  that  this  propolition  came  within  the 
meaning  and  defign  of  the  indemnity  bill  *.  he  thought  it  better  to' 
be  n^ade  the  matter  of  a  feparate  bill. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  faid,  that  undoubtedly  it  was  an  indemnity 
wiih  regard  to  them  ;  for»  owing  to  a  miftake  of  an  7&  of  Birlia- 
ment,  or  through  inadvertencci  fevcral  gentlemen  had  ferved  part  of 
their  time  to  another  attorney,  although  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
gentlemen  to  whom  they  were  firfl  articled. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  thought  it  unfit  that  things  of  fo  diflfe- 
rent  a  defcription  (hould  be  mixed  together,  and  that  it  would  be 
wifcr  that,  adopting  this  regulation,  it  be  an  inftrudion  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  divide  the  other  matters  introduced  into  the  Indemnity 
Bill,  and  that  thisclaufe  (liould.be  added  to  them. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid  that  there  was  a  propriety  in  the  remark, 
that  different  matters  fhould  not  be  introduced  into  one  bill ;  he 
thouglit,  therefore,  that  it  fhould  be  an  inftrudion  to  the  Committee 
to  divide  the  Indemnity  Bill,  and  to  confine  the  bill  itfelf  to  tbofe 
who  have  negledied  to  qualify  according  to  the  Corporation  Ad. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  explained. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid'  he  wifhcd  to  divide  all  that  had 
been  introduced  into  the  bill  relative  to  the  flamp  duties,  and  to  con- 
fine it  to  what  related  to  the  Tefl  and  Corporation  ASs,  which  was 
a  matter  of  public  national  policy. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  then  moved  that  it  be  an  inftrudlion  to  the 
Committee  to  receive  a  claufe,  '*  enabling  the  Judges  to  admit 
perfons  as  Attornies  who  have  not  ferved  five  years  to  the  Attornies 
to  whom  they  were  articled,  provided  they  have  ferved  five  yean 
to  fome  other  Attornev." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  it  be  an  inflrudion  to  the 
faid  Committee,  that  they  have  power  to  divide  the  Indemnity 
Bill  into  two  bills.— -  Ordered  ;  and  the  Indemnity  Bill  to  be  com- 
mitted to-morrow. 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day  for  tho  Com- 
mittee for  the  farther  confideration  of  the  Income  Duty  Bill — 
Mr.  Smith  in  the  chair. 


I 
•      I 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  propofcd  a  claufe,  purporting,  that  where 
a  perfon  delivered  in  a   fchcdulc  upon  oath  before  the  Commif- 
itoners,  that  the  infpeAor  or  furveyor  ihould  not  have  power  in 
-fuch  a  cafe  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Commiflioncrs  of  Appeal,  pro- 
vided the  firf^  Commiffioners  were  fatisfied.  1 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  doubted  whether  this  conccflion  was  [ 

not  more  favourable  to  the  individual  than  to  the  public.  He 
thought  if  no  appeal  from  the  firft  Commiflioncrs  by  the  Surveyor 
was  allowed,  that  this  would  rather  tend  to  caufe  the  fchedule  of 
income  to  be  more  frequently  called  for. 

Colonel  MARK  WOOD  thought,  that  in  cafes  where  the  Sur- 
veyors could  not  fubAantiate  the  grounds  of  an  appeal  to  the 
Commiflioncrs,  that  they  fhould  be  liable  to*all  the  expences  of 
fuch  appeal. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  objeaed  to  this,  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  was  more  likely  that  individuals  would  ad  diftioneftly 
than  that  furveyors  would  aA  vexatioufly.  He  hoped  (he  Houfe 
would  do  its  duty,  and  fee  that  the  tax  be  impofed  juflly  and  equally, 
and  not  gvve  way  to  a  falfe  tenderncfs  or  to  clamour,  atid  to  the  ten- 
dency of  jhofe  fpceches,  which  had  for  their  only  objcdt,  to  make 
this  tax  unpopular.  He  wiflied,  therefore,  the  claufe,  as  it  now 
flood,  might  not  be  expunged. 

Mr.  I.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  was  of  opinion,  that  there 
flibuld  be  an  appeal  from  the  firft  Commiflioners  to  the  Commif- 
fioners of  Appeal,  and  that,  not  only  on  the  behalf  of  the  indi* 
vidual,  but  of  the  public.  He  thought  an  Infpedor,  in  the  lawful 
execution  of  his  duty,  deferved  encouragement  rather  than  difcou- 
ragement ;  he  therefore  muft  objefl  to  the  idea  of  his  being  obliged 
to  pay  the  cofts  of  an  appeal,  if  that  appeal  fhould  be  unfuccefsful ; 
and  he  was  of  opinion  that  there  (hould  be  an  appeal,  'in  certain 
cafes,  from  the  firft  to  the  fecond  fet  of  CommifTioners. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  amend- 
ment of  the  claufe  did  not  do  away  hi^  objeftion  to  the  Surveyor's 
having  any  right  to  make  an  appeal  after  the  firft  CommifTioners 
had  decided  on  the  tax  to  be  paid.  He  felt  hi mfelf  bound  to  op- 
pofe  the  bill  in  all  its  parts.  He  denied  what  he  ftiled  the  coarfe 
iniihuation  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (the  Solicitor  General), 
that  he  was  courting  popularity.  Were  that  his  objedt,  the  moft 
dextrous  courfe  he  could  take,  would  be  for  him  not  to  interfore  at 
all.  fint  he  was  not  forry  he  had  interfered  as  he  had  done ;  for 
what  had  been  the  confequcnce  ?  He  had  brought  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  his  fenfes  ;  and  he  now  faw  the 
nccefiity  of  introducing  corKcfTions,  alterations,  and  amendments* 
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So  far  from  being  deterred  from  doing  his  doty  hy  any  foch  Impvi- 
tationsi  he  found  encouragement  from  what  he  had  feen  to-day,  to 
perf  vcre  in  making  fuch  remarks  as  was  his  duty. 

The  right  honourable  D.  RYDER  faid,  if  any  tfiing  could  in- 
duce him  to  oppofe  any  modifications  introduced  after  mature  deli- 
berationsy  it  would  be  fuch  affronting  infinuations  as  ^ofe  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Tiertiey),  of  his  having  brought 
right  honourable  friend  to  his  fenfes.  By  fuch  Janguage  he 
throwing^he  Arongefl  tejnptations  in  the  way  of  friends  to  the  bill 
attending  to  modifications,  to  be  told  that  they  are  brought  to  their 
fienfesy  if  either  by  any  change  of  opinion^  or  acquiefcence  in*  the 
opinii4is  of  others,  they  propofed  any  modifications.  With  regard 
Co  the  amendment,  he  was  of  upinion«  that  even  though  no  appeal 
was  allowed  from  the  firft  Commiflioncrs,  after  giving  in  a 
flatcmcnt  of  income  upon  oath,  yet  there  (hould  be  liberty  of  xe- 
fcrence  to  the  Judges,  as  the  dernier  refert  in  fuch  cafes. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  faid,  that  every  modification  propofed  was  to  him  and  his  friends 
fo  much  clear  gain ;  whilA  he  had  told  the  Houfe  that  he  was 
againU  the  whole  bill,  and  that  every  nuxiification  was  a  weakening 
of  the  effedt  of  the  bill.  As  to  the  honourable  gentleman  s  idea  of 
clear  gain  by  fuch  nriodificatiuns,  he  was  in  hopes  he  would  be  dif- 
appointed  ;  but  he  evidently  faw  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
willing  to  heap  upon  the  bill  every  degree  of  obloquy :  but,  per- 
haps, although  contrary  to  his  real  intention,  he  might,  by  his  op- 
pofition  and  fpeeches  fuggef^  fome  things  which  might  tend  upon 
the  whole  to  make  the  bill  more  efledual  in  its  operations ;  and 
he  (Mr.  PIrt)  owned,  that  this  was  the  chief  revenge  which  he 
wifhed  to  be  gratified  in.  He  had  had  occafioQ  to  fee  a  great  many 
fimilar  infiances,  ^hen  nothing  had  given  more  mortification  and 
regret  to  thofe  gentlen^ien,  than  when  they  found  that  die  objedioiis 
which  they  had  thrown  out  had  producc^d  the  tendency  of  ftrength- 
eiuog  a  meafure  entirely  the  reverfe  of  what  they  had  intended.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  talked  of  acquiring  popularity  hj  hoc 
ioterfering  at  all ;  he  wiflied  to  know  from  what  quaner  he  ex* 
pe3ed  it  ?  Would  it,  he  would  afk,  be  a  recommecidadon  to  die 
People  of  England,  and  the  beA  road  to  popularity,  for  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  to  fay,  ^^  I  have  been  prefenc  at  the  difcuffion 
of  a  greai  meafujre ;  and  I  have  withheld  my  opinion,  either  whe- 
ther the  meafure  Was  opprefiive,  odious,  or  practicable*  which  I 
could  at  the  fame  time  have  oppofed,  and,  perhaps,  with  foccefs  ?" 
The  honourable  gcntletnan  had  taken  to  himfclf  the  merit  of  every 
amendment^  by  indiredly  iaying,  **  this  is  owijug  to  what  I  have 
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Aid  apinft  the  bill/'  He  could  noc  avoid  remarlaiig»  that  he.  had 
JKK  heard  from  that  bonourable  gentleman,  or  any  ether  of  his 
friends  in  Oppofition,  any  remedy  propofed  to  any  objectionable 
dbaufe.  He  rather  fuppofed  that  they  had  ftudiouily  abilained  from 
any  fuggeftion  which,  as  they  (diought,  could  produce  a  remedy. 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  denied  that  the  amendment  he  had  pro- 
pofed was  any  departure  firom  the  fpirit  of  the  daufe  as  it  originally 
ftood. 

After  Mr.  Yorke,  Mr.  Vanfittart,  and  others  had  fpoken,  the 
claufe»  with  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt's  amendment,  was  carried  without 
adivifion. 

Some  farther  claufes  and  provifions  of  the  bill,  with  fome  amend- 
iHenis  made  thereto,  were  then  agreed  to  by  the  Committee. 

That  part  of  the  fchedule  of  the  bill  being  read,  whidh  went  to 
provide  fof  the  payment  of  a  certain  portion  of  income  arifing  from 
lands  occupied  hj  the  vwturs  ther€tfy  it  was  propofed  by  the  rule,  in 
iuch  part  of  th6  fehedule,  that,  in  efHmating  the  annual  value  of 
tbefe  lands,  &c.  the  iame,  in  no  cafe,  (hould  be  talLcn  or  reduced 
to  Ujs  than  the  amount  of  one  and  a  quarter  year's  rent,  according 
to  the  rate  at  which  fuch  lands  vc -xmrib  to  be  Ut  by  the 
year,  &c. 

This  provifion  it  was  propofed  to  amend,  by  the  fupporters  of 
the  bill,  by  adding,.  '^  or  rated  at  higher  than  a  year  and  a  half.'* 

The  general  principle  of  the  rule  in  increafing  the  eftimate  be- 
yond the  bare  yearly  rent,  met  with  a  ftroog  oppoGtioo  from 
ieveral  gentlennen,  and  a  defultoiy  converfation  of  fome  length 
enfijed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  defended  the  rule,  as  originally  propofed 
in  the  fchedule,  and  the  amendment,  with  his  accuftomed  ability. 
It  was  intended,  he  (aid,  that  a  difcrettonary  power  (hoald  be  vefted 
in  the  ComniifTioQers,  to  vary  their  calculations,  according  to  ctr-> 
cumftanccs,  from  a  year  and  a  quarter  to  a  year  and  a  half's  rent ) 
by  this  mode,  the  befi  under  aH  the  drcumOances  of  the  cafe  that 
could  poflibly  be  ftruck  out,  the  individual  cuuld  be  in  no  danger  of 
being  aggrieved,  or  the  pu^  *  'o  of  fuuL  rin^. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  fpoke  iLorily  in  (»;.jijprntauon  of  fixhig  liie 
mmmum  in  fuch  a  manner. 

JMr.  ELLISON  onitnutd  for  the  difi'nilties  v»hich  he  con- 
coved  the  Comn^ifi;oi:%  rs  v  oiJd  labour,  under  Tuch  vp.gue  and  in- 
definite ru'cs  for  their  conuiic.l.  He  was  cc^ni^dc^t  that,  in  iunie 
eafcs,  ihty  muit  be  at  a  !<  5  l.wv  to  ai3<  he  sdib  brggcd  limply  to 
be  in*Vrrrud  how  C6m?ni^*i';»icvs  coulH  calculate,  wiih  any  dc^re::  of 
preci^o;^  the  value  of  land  •  '•'  uccupied. 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  acknowledged  the  difiicuUy  of  arcertain- 
ing  precifeljr  the  annual  value  of  fuch  lands  ;  but  there  were  a  va- 
riety of  circumftances  to  guide  the  affeflfors-^as  the  nature  of  the 
land  itfelf>  whether  it-  was  arable,  or  pafture,  or  what  particular 
fpecics  it  nnight  be,  the  mode  of  cultivating  the  land  by  the  oocu- 
pier,  whether  with  a  view  to  profit  or  to  pleafure ;  the  opinion  of 
perfons  of  repute  in  the  neighbourhood,  rcfpe£ling  the  real  value  of 
the  land.  In  fliort,  a  variety  of  other  ways,  perfefily  known  to 
perfons  more  converfant  in  thefe  affiiirs  than  he  could  be  expeded 
10  be. 

Mr.  BURTON  and  Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  de- 
fended  the  rule  and  the  amendment  at  fome  length. 

Some  farther  objedtions  being  made  to  thefe,  by  gentlemen  who 
.oppofed  the  bill, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  contended,  that  the  mode  propofed  by 
the  amendment,  of  allowing  the>  Commiflioners  a  difcretionary 
power  of  varying  their  calculations  according  to  circumftances,  firom 
a  year  and  a  quarter's  rent  as  far  as  a  year  and  a  half,  would  be 
found  infinitely  preferable  on  experience,  to  tying  the  CommiiTioners 
down  to  a  fixed  limitation,  or  uniform  ftandard,  as  preffed  by  gen« 
tiemen  oppofite  to  him. 

The  Committee  divided,  when  t];iere  appeared,  in  favour  of  the 
rule  amended  as  above,  48  ;  Againft  it,  32.     Majority,  16. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfervcd,  that  on  account  of  the  length 
of  the  fchcdule,  and  the  variety  of  amendments  which  were  propofed 
to  be  offered,  it  would  be  impofTible  to  get  through  the  bill  at  any 
reafonable  hour  that  night.  He  therefore  fubmitted,  whether  it 
would  not  be  the  better  way  to  dired  the  Chairman  to  report  pro* 
grefs,  and  aik  leave  to  (it  again. 

Mr.  BAKER  took  the  opportunity  to  a(k,  what  were  the  right 
honourable  g€ntleman*s  intentions  yvith  refped  to  the  arrangement 
of  the  future  progrcfs  of  the  bill  r 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  fecondary  to  expediting  a 
meafure  of  fo  great  importance,  with  all  reafonable  difpatch,  his 
wiflics  were  directed  to  the  accommodation  of  the  Houfe.  He  ima- 
gined, that  with  a  reference  to  the  enfuing  recefs,  gentlemen  would 
wifh  rather  to  be  detained  a  little  longer  than  ufual  in  town,  even  at 
this  fcafon  of  the  year,  than  have  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  their 
country  feats,  and  partaking  of  domeftic  enjoyments  there,  for  a  very 
(hort  period,  which  mufl  be  the  cafe,  were  the  completion  of  the 
meafure  deferred  until  after  the  holidays.  .  He  had  hoped  the  bill 
would  have  been  perfcd^ly  gone  through  that  night,  in  which  cafe 
the  whols,  with  the  amendments,  might  have  been  printed  without 
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dday»  given  out  to  the  Memberty  and  die  geheral  fubjedl  taken  into 
feither  confideration  on  Monday  next.  His  wUhes  were^  however, 
as  he.  already  ftated,  keeping  in  view  every  reafonable  difpatch  to  a 
-meafure  of  fach  importance^  direded  to  the  accommodation  of  gen- 
demen  on  thefe  points. 

A  converfation  refpeAing  the  future  arrangement  of  the  progvefs 
of  the  bill,  between  Meffrs.  Baker,  Pierrepoint,  Tierney,  Biagge, 
H.  Browne,  and  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  then  took  place :  the  general 
jcfult^f  which  was,  that  the  remainder  of. the  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, fhould  be  gone- through  to*  morrow  night ;  the  report  received, 
fro  forma  J  that  the  whole  (bould  be  printed,  and  delivered  to  the 
Members,  with  as  little  delay  as  poflible,  and  the  report  taken  into 
farther  confideration  on  Wednefday  next. 

The  Chairman  left  the  chair,  and,  on  the  refumption  of  the 
Houfe,  reported  progrefs,  and  the  Committee  was  ordered  to  lit 
agam  to-morrow. 

Friday i  Decemler  2i» 

The  Houfe  having  rcfolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  In- 
demnity Bill,  Mr.  Rofc  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ftated,  that  he  had  looked  into  the  nature  and 
praftice  of  indemnity  bills  with  great  care  fince  laft  evening,  and 
was  convinced,  by  the  rcfult  of  his  inquiry,  that  it  would  be  much 
more  peripicuous  and  convenient,  that  alt  objcd^s  of  the  fame  im- 
port fhoald  be  included  in  one  bill :  it  Would  aiibrd  a  clearer  fort 
of  relief,  and  would  operate  better  for  the  protcftion  of  the  fubjeft, 
and  the  fccurity  of  the  revenue.  He  therefore  recommended,  that 
the  Committee  would  not  avail  itfelf  of  the  leave  given  them  to 
divide  the  bill  into  two,  but  comprehend  all  the  claufes  under  one 
bill.  He  conceived  it  woujd  be  the  beft  mode  of  preventihg  mif- 
takes  and  mifconception. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  concurred  in  this  opinion  ;  after  which  feveral 
claufes  were  received,  granting  indemnities  to  attomies*  apprentices, 
whofe  indentures  had  not  been  ftamped  ;  to  attornies  who  had  not 
been  able  to  enter  their  certificates  in  the  different  Courts,  &c. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for 
continuing  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas-Corpus  Adt.^ 

Mr.  TIERNEY  obfcrvcd,*  that  when  the  bill  forYufpending  the 
Habcas-Gorpus  A(5^  was  introduced  in  the  laft  fcffionof  Parliament, 
grounds  were  ftated  for  adopting  it.  This  was  not  the  cafe  with 
the  prefent  bill,  for  the  bringing  forward  of  which  no  reafon  what- 


PARLIAMENTARY,  '  {CouwomM. 

d  been  aflSgned.  Ffideed  he  ^8  at  a  kGi  to  conceive  what 
could  be  urgsd  finr  condnuing  this  meafure.  The  right  ho*- 
ic  gentleinan  had  not  thought  proper  to  mention  any  :  per- 
:  thought  the  motives  which  ought  to  induce  the  Hoofe  tm 
i  the  bill  were  fi>  obvious,  diat  it  was  unneceflary  to  point 
it.  To  him,  however,  thejr  were  not  obvious  ;  and  until 
d  fome  folid  grounds  dated  for  the  meafure,  he  muft  be  ck-^ 
'  he  withheld  his  aflent  from  the  bill. 
Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  ftafed  yefterday,  yi^en  he 
for  leave  to  bric^  in  the  bill,  that  the  motives  which  indaceri 
life  to  adopt  this  meafure  laOfeilion  ftifl  exifted,  at  leaft  the 
n  of  pqUic  ailUrs  was  fuch  as  to  dtmonftrate  the  polucy  and 
y  of  continuing  it.  This,  he  believed,  was  too  obvious  to 
any  illuihation  ;  but  he  muft  obferve,  that  he  neither  was 
3r  ever  could  at  any  other  time  be,  at  a  lob  to  ftate  nafons 
he  was  convinced,  were  more  than  fufficienr  to  indocc  die 
to  continue  the  fufpeniion. 

COURTENAY  faid,  he.fliould  take  the  liberty  of  ftating 
rords  upon  the  queOion  before  the  Houfe.  **  Every  Mem- 
that  Hoo(c,"  he  obferv/cd,  *^  muft  venerate  a  law  which  ie- 
the  perfonal  liberty  of  EnglKhmcn—* a  law  which  every  po- 
(writer  has  made  the  fubjcA  of  his  higheft  eulogium,  and 
lias  contributed  fo  much  to  the  fgrofperity  and  happinefs  of 
Britain.  It  is  needlefs  for  mo  to  utge  to  the  Houfe,  that 
:at  bulwark  of  Briti(h  Liberty  ought  ta  be  touched  with  a 
hand,  and  that  nothing  but  the  moA  obvious  neceffity  fliould 
ded  in  excufe  for  its  fufpenfion.  I  cannot,  therefore,  give 
nt  to  a  meafure,  theobjed  of  which  is  to  deprive  the  people, 
ill  longer  period,  of  one  of  the  greateft  Ueflings  handed  4own 
I  by  their  anceflors,  which,  while  it  is  allowed  to  operate, 
perfonal  protefikvi  to  every  individual,  and  which  at  one 
dcred  the  liberties  of  this  country  paramount  to  thoie  of  any 
untry  upon  earth. 

^c  muft  admire,"  fays  an  elegant  and  phitofophical  writcTi 

gufon,  '^as  the  key  ftone  of  civil  liberty,  the  ftatute  which 

&  fecrets  of  every  priVon  to  be  revealed,  the  caufe  of  every 

nent  to  be  declared,  and  the  perfon  of  the  accufed  to  be 

,  that  he  may  claim  his  enlargement  or  his  trial  within  a 

ime.     No  wifer  form  were  ever  oppofcd  to  the  abufes  of 

It  is  upon  an  inftitution  like  this  that  tbofe  Statcfmen 

to  fubvert  liberty  wiU  naturally  comhi^ence  their  actackf. 

en  been  afiallcd,  and,  as  the  fame  author  well  o^erves,-^ 

aires  a  fabric  no  Icfs  than  the  whole  political  Conftitution 
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of  Great  Brftaiii,  a  fpirlt  no  Mi  than  the  turbnlent  and  refraAbiy 
zeai'of  this' fortunate  people  to  fccure  its  efleAs;"'  I.  am  mucK 
afndd'that  this  *  turbulent  fpirit  no  longer  exifts:  if  it  had,  the 
honouiiable  gentleman  -would  not  have'  l^en'  fo  fuccefsful  in  thi^ 
fhearure. 

Bat  let  us  look  at  the  efle^  whiph  the  fufpenfion  of  this  aA  ha^ 
produced.  A  number  of  perfons  were  antfted  laft  year,  |  believe, 
nor  lefs  than  feventy  or  eighty  :  Has  there  not  bden  time  m  bring 
them*  to  a  trial'?  To  have  arraigned  and  convi£ted  th^fe  perfons' 
would,  in  my  opinion,  have  been  the  bed  reafon  that  could  be  urged 
Ibr  continuing  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas-Corpus  AS.  .Two 
terms  have,  however,  elapfed  without  an  attempt  being  made  to.  try 
one  of  the  perfons  who  have  been  confined  in  confcqtience  of  the' 
extraordinary  powers  given  to  the  Executive  Government.  I  (hould' 
be  glad  to  know  what  reafon  caii  be'  ailigned  for  continuing'  this 
power  any  longer  in  the  hands  of  Hiis  Majefty's  Minifters.  Has' 
there  lately  exified  any  fymptoms  of  rebellion,  or  have  any  infur* 
i^ions  taken  place  in  any  quarter  of  the  country  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, I  believe  the  right  honourable  gentlenrtan  oppofite  to  me  can- 
not point  oat  any  period  fince  the  Revolution,  when  morcf  loyalty 
and  more'  attachment  'to  the  Government  was  difplayed  than  at 
prefent.  It  furely  will  rwt  be  pretended  that  we  have  now  an/ 
thing  to  fear  from  invalion.  The  fleets  of  the  enemy  have  becrf 
defhx)yed,  and  the  country  is  covered  with  foldiers :  I  believe  we 
have  not  lefs  than  between  2  and  300,000  men  in  arms.  Now, 
under  all  thefe  circumftances,  prote61cd  by  fuch  a  force, 'atld  by  the' 
general  difpofition  of  the  people,  no  appearance  of  any  attempt  to* 
dlfturb  the  interrial  tranquillity  of  the  country,  and  fecured-  againft* 
a))  dangers  from' without,  why  continue  to  fufpend  an-  act  upon' 
Which  the  liberty  of  the  fubje^  depends  ? 

There  is  another  reafon  I  (hall  ftate  to  the  Houfc  why  I  think 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas- Corpus  A£l  ought  to  ceafe,  and  I  (late' 
it  upon  good  information.  Indeed,  if  I  did  not  think  that'  I  had' 
important  information  to  give,  I  (hould  not  trouble  the  Houfe  With 
any  remarks  on  the  fubjed.  Was  it  not  for  this  confideration,  f 
flioold  not  have  prefun^ed  to  hiold  up  my  faint  and  glimmering* 
rbfh-light,  wkeh  the  great  and  fplendid  luminarj'  of  Oppofition  is' 
withdrawn.  The  reafon  is  this ;  the  perfons  imprifoned  under  tHc 
a&,  which  it,  is  now  propofed  you  fhould  continue,  are  moft  cruelly 
u(ed.  I  do  not  aflert  this  fronl  hearfay,  bur  frorh  my  own  perfonal* 
obi^rvadon.  Having  heard  a  great*  many  reports  refpedting  their 
fltuation;  I  refolved  to  go  and  fee  them,  and  inquire  jnto  the  fa6k. 
An  honoarabte  fKend  of  mlne'tSlr  F.  Burdett)  ^•as  rather  cava^ 
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lierlf  treated  when  he  hinted  at  the  fituation  in  which-thefe  unfortu- 
nate men  were  placed,  and  I  was  refolved  to  afcertain  the  true 
ftate  of  the  qucftion.  I  procured  an  order  from  a  Magiftrate,  and 
I  went  to  fee  the  prifoUi  in  company  with  my  honourable  fricnc^  and 
another  gentleman,  who  is  not  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  but  who 
Is.diftinguilhed  by  his  hutnanity,  and  by  relieving  many  diftre(fed 
families  of  perfons  imprifoned  under  this  a£l,  on  the  information 
offpies.  But  I  (hall  make  no  invidious  obfervations  on  this 
fubjcA.  I  ought  to  recoiled,  that  I  lately  (in  a  high  Court  of 
Jufiicc)  heard  an  eulugium  pronounced  on.  fpies  and  informers-— 
who  were  hailed  as  the  guardians  of  die  State— *as  the  tutelary  deities 
of  the  Conditution.  If  they  betrayed  their  former  aflbciates,  trca- 
(cm  was  fublimed  into  loyalty,  and  treachery  into  virtue,  as  if  poiicn 
could  be  medicated  by  additional  venom. 

I  went  to  vifit  the  prifon,  and  I  muft  confefs  that  I  found  the 
reports  that  liad  reached  me,  of  the  fituation  of  the  perfons  under 
confinement,  liad  been  exaggerated — [A  cry  of  **  Hear  !  Hear  !"j 
Yes,  they  were  exaggerated  ;  for  had  they  been  true,  the  cruelties  ex- 
ercifed  in  this  prifon  would  have  far  exceeded  any  oppreffion  that 
ever  was  committed  under  the  horrible  tyranny  of  Roberfpierre, 
Still,  however,  I  muft  fay,  that  their  fituation  was  extremely 
wretched,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  treated  unexampled 
ih  feverity  and  rigour.  I  found  them  without  fire  and  without 
eandle — denied  every  kind  of  fociety— ^xpofed  to  the  cold  and  rain, 
which  in  that  inclement  feafon  (it  was  about  a  month  ago)  entered 
by  the  iron  bars  of  their  cells — only  allowed  to  breath  the  air  out  of 
their  cells  for  about  an  hour— denied  every  comfort^  every  innocent 
<amufement— excluded  from  all  intercourfe  with  each  other,  and 
each  night  locked  up  from  all  the  reft  of  the  world.  Now  I  appeal 
to  the  gentlemen  who  hear  me,  whether  they  could  havp  imagined 
thatfuch  a  pradice  exifted  in^this  country,  and  whether  they  think 
tliat  there  was  any  neceffity  for  treating  State  Prifoners  in  this 
manner.- 

I  do  not  believe  that  His  Majefty's  Minifters  were  privy  to  thofe 
proceedings.  I  cannot  fuppofe'  that  the  ufage  thefe  unfortunate 
men  experienced  was  known  to  any  perfon  in  Adminiftration  ;  but 
the  feverity  they  experienced  was  greater  than  I  can  deforibe  it,  and 
fuch  as,  for  the  fake  of  humanity,  and  the  honour  of  the  country,  I 
(hould  hope  will  not  again  be  permitted.  Among  the  prifoners,  I 
faw  a  gentleman,  with  whom  I  was  acquainted  above  thirty  years 
ago;,  an  officer. diflinguifhed  in  the  fervice;  and  amiable  in  his 
charafter  and  manners — I  mean  Colonel  Defpard.  I  am  happy, 
however,  to  (late,  that  I  underfiand  his  fituation  has  fince  been 
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-  ameliorated.     I  am  told  he  has  lately  been  put  into  a  xoom  witha 
fire ;  and  this  diange,  I  am  informed,  he  owes  to  the  humane  in« 
tcrfcrcnce  of  Mr,  John  Reeves.     1*ill  the  a  5th  of  laft  month,  he 
'  \vas  confined  in  a  folitary  cell,  where  even  his  wife  was  not  allowed 
to  vifit  him,  though  we  were.     TheTe  cells  are  fo  cold,  that  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year,  it  is  fcarce  poflible  to  exift  in  them.     The  cold 
may,  in  fome  degree,  be  .tempered  by  cloiing  the  wooden  (butters ; 
but  if  the  unhappy  prifoner  wifhes  to  be  cheared  by  the  air  and  the 
light  of  heaven,  he  muft  admit  the  rain  and  chilling  blafts  of  Winter 
*  at  the  fame  time.     This  ufage  appeared  to  me  fo  extraordinary, 
that  I  was  at  fome  trouble  in  inquiring  of  fcveral  gentlemen,  emi- 
nent in  the  profeffion  of  the  law,  if  ever  they  had  known  of  fuch 
pradices  in  this  country.  They  uniformly  anfwered,  that  they  never 
had  heard  of  fuch  feverity ;  that  they  confidered  the  treatment  I  had 
defcribed  to  be  altogether  unprecedented ;  and  that  they  could  not 
imagine  that  any  men  were  ufed  in  fuch  a  manner  in  this  country. 

I  fuppofe  it  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  the 
prifon  of  which  I  have  been  fpeaking  is  that  which  is  commpniy 
called  the  Baftile.  [Acryof^^  Hear!  hear!"]  Do  gentlemen  doubt 
it  ?     I  can  aifure  them  it  is  very  well  known  by  that  name.   When 
I  took  a  coach  in  Oxford- road,  in  order  to  viGt  the  prifon,  I  de- 
fired  the  coachman  to  drive  me  to  the  Baflile.     "  Very  well,  Sir," 
was  the  anfwer  I  -  received.     Being  carious  to  know  whether  he 
really  underftood  the  place  I  wanted  to  go  to  by  this  name,  I  faid 
"  You  know  It  then  r"  "  O  yes,  I  know  it — why  every  body 
knows  the  Baftile  in  Cold  Bath  Fields."  Indeed  it  is  not  furprifing 
that  fuch  a  name  (hould  have  been  given  to  this  prifon,  for  when 
another  Baftile  formerly  exifted  under  a  certain  regular  Gevemment, 
which  fonoe  gentlemen  pretend  very  nduch  to  admire.  State  Pri- 
foners  were  treated  better  there  than  they  have  been  treated  in  this. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  inquired  under  whofe  diredion  this  prifon  is 
placed.     I  underftaod  that  fome  reverend  gentlemen  are  among  the 
Magiftrates  who  manage  it.     Gentlemen  of  whom  I  do  not  mean 
to  fpeak  in  any  way  refembling  terms  of  difrefpefk.     I  dare  fay. 
they  aA  from  the  pureft  motives.     Perhaps  they  kindly  fubjeAed 
thefe  prifoners  to  fo  much  pain  in  this  world,  that  the  lefs  puniih* 
mcnt  might  be  inflidled  on  them  in  thp  next,     [if  ery  9/**  Hear! 
hear!"']     Well,  if  this  motive  does  not  pleafe  gentlemen,  I  cannoc 
help  it.     Let  them  affign  a  better  if  they  can,  and  I  Ihall  give  up 
this ;  but  I  aflure  them  it  is  the  beft  I  can  think  of. 

But  it  is  not  to  perfons  fufpeded  of  flate  crimes  alone  that  the 
rigour  I  have  defcribed  is  extended.  Many  other  perfons,  charged 
ivith  ofl^ces  of  various  dcfcriptions,  undeigo  the  fame  treatment.  A 
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..sn^  iiqaUince^  ,tQ  ii;anrir9pQicnt  {qx  feilfliog  ^  .j^ittphlec  trailed  Ac 
)il]gbts  of  Citizcnfljkipi  ba^sbcen  .oq]:\i(ii;ie<i  in  onciof  tbefctcells.  His 
name  is  Smith.     Now  I  (h^ld  be  gUd  to  Jcnow  .whetl;\c;r  tjbis  ^ 
the  jipode  in  vi^jch^a  man  convaSed  of  a  libel  ought  to  be  puiuCbed* 
To  be  feparated  from  hisiamily,  and  fhi^t  up  in  ap  oii^l^naxy  gaqlt 
during  the  tim^  of  his  fentence^  one  would  think  a  fufficient^exiecii- 
tion  pf  the  icf^cence ;  but  under  this  xegimen  «tbe  cidpnt  was  not 
only  prevented  irom  exercifing  his  indui^cy  to  fupport  a  wife  aad 
rbildcen,  but  his  ^alth  is  deftcayed,  s^nd  jperhaps  tu's  xoi^d  dazogsi, 
for  it  woi^  not  be  at  all  furprixing  if  perlbns  in  Xuch  a  £euiKtioa 
wece  afflidtcd  .with  infantty.     I  muft  not^  bowevjer,  ^pmit  to  fiatc, 
^at  this  poor  mjin  was  fome  time.ago,  in  confequence  qi  indifpofi* 
^ion,  xemoved  from  his  cell^  and  placed  in  the  iick  fW^d,  and^  as 
the  time  ^/ his  unprifooment  is  j»^ly  .expined,  and  t;be -foodiqg  hi«i 
^k  i^o  his  cell  ^i^igbt  oocafioo  a  ^elapfe,  be  by  I  upderAand^  to  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  fiQk-w.ard  until  lie  is  difchaqged.     I  ai^ 
^PPy  ^^  ^^^^  ^"  opportunity  of  j^ciog  this  a£i  o^  h^nMuiity  •  The 
^ext  petjfqn  who£e  jcafe  I  (hall  rnention  is  tbatpf  a  ,di{brderly  wsomaR* 
^as  (be  was  callcdi  tj^at  is*,  one  .of  jthofe  unfort^inate  creaturqs  wbp 
walk  the  fireets.     She  was  not  convi^ed  of  any  felony,  but  fb(i 
was  coniitied  in  a  cold  damp  cell.     She  was  at  the  fame  lime  ill  9f 
that  difcafe  with  which  women  of  the  town  are  pretty  frequendy 
.^fflitSied.     I  leave  it  to  the  humanity  of  the  ^oyfci  whether  it  was 
{^opqr  to  pl^ce  dus  poor  unfortunate  woman  in  sc  fituation,  whichy 
^ded  to  the  yi^^^ulence  of  her  diforder>  was  likely  to  endaqger  her 
life.     In  another  difmal  celUI  found  a  boy,  confined  there  for  dif- 
obedience  to  his  maAer,  a  punilbment  which  I  believe  was  rieyer 
before  heard  of  for  an  offence  of  the  kind* 

Such  ,wcre  fome  of  the«ipej£taclcs  I  witneiled  on  tbi^  viQc.  I 
have«  however,  no  doubt  thaJt  aniy  abulcs  which  fxi^y  les^ifi  will  be 
.corre^ed  when  they  x:ome  to  the  knowledge  of  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
iii(let«.  I^eed  I  ao>  inffqrmed,  th^t  the  fiate  prifoner^  arc  now 
femovcd  into  a  warm  rqogi,  w^ere  |hey  have  free  intercourfe  with 
each  othcf;  and  that  tt\ey  are  rendered  <9S  comfortable  as  a  toation 
of  confineqieiu  v^Ul  admit  ^  but  what  I  have  dated  |to^  Houfe  i# 
fufficient  to  (bcw  tl^at  my  honourable  friend  was  not  lyu&nfonncd 
when  he  hinted  that  the  ilate  prifoners  w^re  improperly  ucajCcd.  For 
y  conoplaint  of  this  kind,  I  fmcercly  believe,  there  c^n  only  he  a 
^pnd^tion  when  the  circumOances  are  unknown  to  His  Msjefiy's 
MiniAers.  Stajte  prifoners  are  more  particularly  under  their  care, 
Slice  they  are  confined  in  confequ/^e  of  warrants  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  i  there  can,  therefore,  )^  no  dovibt  but  that  Minifters  are 
defimus  they  (houid  not  be  treated  with  any  nqoc^cfbty  feverky. 


With  Kffod^o^fOf  imhtt  atgucDentiB  :dttt  I  mi^t  be  abk  Co 
jUige  agaioft  thC'biUy  r^s  tbey  would  pediaps  have  little  or  no  weight 
with  ^  Houfe^  I  (ball.therefoce  forbear  to  ftate^em ;  but  I  can- 
not conclude  without  .lamenting  that  an  honourable  gentleman,  ce« 
kbrated  for  his  huflianity,  has  not  Vifited  this  prifon.  I  am  con- 
vinced diat  honourable  gentleman's  principles  of  fQtal  Cbrifiianity 
(principles  which  indeed  I  have  read  in  his  boolc)  would  have  in- 
duced him  to  exert  hamielf  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  thefe  un- 
happy people.  I  am  certain,  however,  that  the  bonounUe  gentle- 
man will  not  any  longer  fuffer  it  to  be  faid  by  the  unfortunate, 
**  I  was,  in  prifon,  and  you  vifited  me  not."  I  wiflt  the  honour- 
gUe  gentleman  had  been  with  me  when  I  went  to  fee  this  prifon. 
I  am  certain  that  his  feelings  would  have  been  greatly  aifefied, 
mod  then  his  eloquence  in  defcribing  them  would  have  been  much 
fuperior  to  any  .thing  the  Houfe  has  yet  heard  on  the  fubje^. 

Mr*  Secretary  DUNDAS  oblerved,  diat  the  queftion  before  the 
Houfe  was,  whetbor  this  bill  (bould  now  be  read  a  fecond  time  or 
not'  i  The  honourablcHgeotleman  who  had  juft  fpoken  had  flated 
a.number  of  fa£ls,  whether  they  were  fiiithfully.ftated  of  noe,  they 
.certainly  had  no  earthly  conne£Uon  with  the  bill  now  before  rhe 
Houfe.  They  rda^ted  to  the  fuppofed  bad  conduA  of  this  gaol,  and 
Ihey  might  as  well  he  faid  to  be  aimed  at  the  fuppofed  badneb  of 
ffols  in  general  throughout  this  kingdom,  but  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  power  which  the  Legiflature  had  given  to  the 
Executive  Goveriunent  of  ^his  country,  and  to  continue  which  for 
a  limited  time  was  the  objed  of  the  bill  now  before  rhe  Houfe. 
From  this  view  of  the  fubje£t  he  was  perfefily  at  liberty  to  draw 
this  concluiion,  that  with  all  the  humanity  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  difplayed  to-night,  he  Itelieved  every  particle  of  it 
svould  have  remained  at  red  if  the  bill  rx>w  before  the  Houfe  liad 
not  been  moved  ;  k  was  this  bill  that  caufed  the  honourable  gen- 
lleman  to  fommon  up  the  humanity  of  the  Houfe.  If  this  bill 
had  not  appeared  the  humanity  of  the  honourable  gentleman  wouid 
have  repofed  under  a  dead  (IciKe  ;  for  if  the  cafe  were  otherwife, 
why  did  he  not  exhibit  Uis  complaint  iong  ago  ?  The  points  which 
he  urged  to-night  having  no  earthly  conne£iion  with  the  bill  before 
the  Houfe,  might  as  well  have  been  urged  at  any  other  time,  or 
any  other  occa&on,  as  the  piefcnt.  Indeed  the  matter  was  of  fuf- 
licient  importance  to  be  brooght  forward  fpeciikally  if  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  fiiould  third:  fit  to  do  fo.  To  all  he  had  faid  tbia 
night  there  was  this  general  obfervation  to  foe  applied-— If  there 
exiftcd  any  abufe  in  the  management  of  any  of  die  gaols  of  thia 
kingdom^  tfaeiJB  vaa  an  eafy  remedy^-^thece  was  not  one  of  diem 
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that  was  not  either  under  the  care  of  a  SherifFor  fome  Magiftrafe 
or  other.     If,  therefore,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  led  from 
general  humanity  to  pity  the  condition  of  all  prifoners,  or  was  led 
from  fympathy  to  deplore  the  conditfon  of  thofe  who  were  accufed 
of  fedition,  his  courfe  was  to  have  gone  to  fome  Magiftratc  with  his 
complaint.     If  he  thought,  however,  that  the  bad  condnd  of  gaols 
Was  fo  general  that  no  remedy  could  be  efie^al  but  a  general  mo- 
tAn  upon  the  fubjed  in  that  Houfe,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
the  honourabte  gentleman  from  bringing  forward  any  motion  he 
ihould.  think  neceiTary  upon  the  /ubjedt.     If  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  any  thing  to  urge  againft  Government  on   account  of 
the  fcparate  confinement  of  any  prifoners,  or  on  any  other  account, 
let  the  honourable  gentleman  make  his  accufation,  and  then  fome 
one  or  other  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  might,  perhaps,  endeavour 
to  aniVer  him  ;  but  it  was  furely  not  enough  to  throw  out  the  bill 
which  was  now  before  the  Houfe,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
fhould  alledge  that  fome  prifoners  had  been  ill  treated.     The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  given  to  the  Houfe  a  fiicetious  account  of 
a  hackney  coachman,  who  might  have  learnt,  from  a  dialogue  of 
two  or  three  gentlemen  whom  he  carried,  to  call  this  prifon  a  Baflik. 
He  dared  to  fay  that  a  (hilling  would  fatisfy  a  hackney  coachman 
that  any  prifon  in  the  kingdom  ought  to  be  called  a  Bafiile^  pro- 
vided  the  gentleman  who  gave  him  that  (hilling  (hould  be  pleafed 
to  call  any  prifon  by  that  name^     'That  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
hiftory  of  this  fame  witticifm  of  the  hackney  coachman  who  had  the 
pleafure  of  drivitig  the  honourable  gentleman  to  the  prifon  in  quef- 
tion  :  but  none  of  ihefe  things  were  reafons  why  the  Houfe  (hould 
now  withhold  the  power  which  the  Legiflature  had   fo  recently 
thought  wife  to  entruft  to  Executive  Government.     In  order  to 
(hew  that  this  meafure  ought  not  to  be  now  continued,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  (hould  (hew  that  there  now  did  not  eitiil  any  trea- 
fonablc  (editious  fpirit  any  where  in  this  country.     Did  he  mean 
to  fay  there  was  nothing  of  that  kind  dfcovered  at  Maid(h}ne? 
Upon  one  fad  the  honourable  gentloinan  would,  agtee  with  him-*— 
That  at  Maiddone  there  was  only  one  man  convided  of  high  tr ea- 
fon,  and  that  there  were  four  acquitted  :  but  he  hardly  believed 
that  at  this  time  of  day  it  would  be  feriouily  contended,  that  becaufe 
a  man  had  been  acquitted  of  high  treafon,  it  muft  be  conlidered  as 
a  proof  that  he  never  had  been  guilty  of  hi^  treafon.     He  had 
heard  dodlrine  to  tbateffe£k  maintained  in  that  Houfe,  but  he  hoped 
he  (hould  never  hear  it  again.     It  was  not,  however,  on  the  guilt 
(^one  or  two  individuals  diat  this  meafure  before  the  Houfe  was 
founded ;  it  waa  founded  on  a  conrpiracy  and  combination  of  per- 


Dec.  21.]  DEBATES.  j3S 

ions  aAiDg  in  coocert  at  home-  for  the  dcArudion  of  the  ftate,  and 
Vfhok  views  extended  alfo  to  a  concert  with  the  enemies  of  this 
fountry  abroad  whenever  any  ad  for  that  purpofe  could  be  attempted 
with  the  hope  of  fecurity  to  its  projedors.  This,  indeed^  was 
now  become  nuher  a  forlorn  hope  ;  for  perfons  with  fuch  inten- 
tions could  have'but  few  to  ri{h:n  to  their  plans,  for,  thank  God, 
^e  eyes  of  the  people  of  England  were  pretty  well  opened  s  but 
their  fufpicions  of  the  intentions  of  fome  few  among  them  were  not 
yet  entirely  gone.  Under  ^  convidion  of  thefc  points  he  appealed 
to  the  Houfe  to  fay  whether  they  thought  they  ought  now  to  with* 
draw  the  power  which  prudence  had  induced  them  to  grant  to  the  ^ 
Executive  Government. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  wilhed  to  explain  one  cLrcumilance  alluded 
to  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  It  certainly  was  his  intention  to 
hakve  communicated  tlic  information  he  had  that  night  Aated  to  the 
Houfe,  as  foon  as  poflible  after  he  himfelf  became  acquainted  with 
the  fads ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  this  could  be  fo  regularly  done 
until  the  lit^  of  the  perfons'  names,  moved  for  by  his  honourable  « 
friend,  had  been  laid  upon  the  table  ;  and  the  Houfe  would  recoi- 
led that  it  was  no  fooncr  brought  up,  than  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  iox  continuing  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad.  It 
appeared  therefore  to  him,  that  the  bed  opportunity  he  could  then 
take  for  bringing  forward  the  fads  he  had  (tated,  would  be  fome 
time  in  the  progiefs  of  that  bilL 

Mr.  TIERNEY  hoped  that  the  Houfe  would  indulge  him  with 
the  liberty  of  faying  a  few  words  upon  the  queftion  now  under  dif- 
cufiion.  He  had  given  his  vote  for  the  bill  of  laft  feflion,  and  he 
il)ould  wi{h  to  (hew  that  he  did  not  ad  inconfiftently  in  oppoGng 
the  prefent.  His  reafons  for  this  difference  of  opinion  were  (hortly 
thefe.  Laft  feiTion  a  mcffage  was  brought  down  from  His  Majefty, 
flating,  that  there  was  imminent  danger  of  an  invafion,  aided  by 
difaffeded  and  treafonable  perfons  in  this  country,  and  a  bill  of  in- 
didment  had  been  found  by^a  Grand  Jury  at  Maidftone  againft 
five  perfons  for  high  treafon.  •  Combining  thefe  two  circumdances 
together,  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to^eny  that  a  cafe  was  made  out, 
which  warranted  the  temporary  fufpenfton  of  the  Habeas-Corpus 
Ad.  The  (ituation  of  the  country  was  now,  however,  completely 
altered.  No  one  whor  had  read  the  King's  fpeech  at  the  opening 
of  the  prefent  fcffion,  could  fuppofe  that  His  Majcfiy's  Miniftcrs  had 
now  any  apprehenflon  of  an  invafion.  Then,  ^with  regard  to  cor- 
refpondence-with  the  enemy,  he  had  heard  of  none  carried  on  irom 
this  country.     There  was,  however,  proof  of  currefpondence  with 
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Irdafid  ;  but  he  learned  from  the  fame  aothority  upon  which  h€ 
admitted  this  fk£l,  diat  there  was  no  cbnne£Hon  bdtween  the  ibcietiei 
extfting  in  Ireland  and  thofe  in  Great  Britain,  and  that  any  imprc# 
^r  correfpondence  that  might  have  pafled  between  the  twocountriei 
muft  have  been  through  individuals  only.  He  had  ^  right  to  main-* 
tain  that  this  hA  was  proved,  for  if  the  s^uthority  he  alluded  tb 
was  (o  be  relied  upon  in  one  cafe>  it  was  equally  gbod  in  the  other* 
The  number  of  perfons  w^o  had  been  arrefted  in  confequence  of 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas*  Corpus  A&,  hid  been  dated  to  be 
between  70  and  So,  who  were  now  all  difchat^ed,  excepf  a  fewy 
and  thefe  were  not  brought  to  trial,  though  detained  in  confinement 
fince  laft  April.  This  feemed  to  indicate  that  there  was  not  much 
reafon  fur  continuing  the  meafure,  and  it  certainly  was  but  fkiir  that 
fome  new  motive  (hould  be  (hewn  before  the  Houfc  was  required 
to  agree  to  the  bill.  Whether  his  conduct  had  been  right  or  wrong 
in  voting  for  the  bill  of  lai^  fcflion,  it  was  evident  that  reafons  were 
then  adduced  for  the  meafure,  which  were'  totally  wanting  in  the 
prefent  cafe.  It  h^d  been  faid  that  the  obfervations  of  his  honourable 
friend,  relative  to  the  ufage  of  the  ftate  prifoncrs,  had  no  connexion 
with  the  bill ;  he,  however,  thought  that  they  were  very  much  in 
point.  They  tended  to  (hew  the  manner  in  whicH  the  powers  giyeii 
by  that  bill  had  been  excrcifed,  and  deferved  the  particular  ifftentibn 
of  the  Houfe.  It  appeared  that  thofe  who  were  taken '  up  under 
the  aft  were  not  confiiled  in.  the  ufual  matiner  of  perfons  meitly 
fufpeded  of  an  offence,  but  that  they  were  treated  as  if  they  had 
been  convidcd  of  fome  great  fdony.  He  knew  that  very  confi- 
derable  differcfnces  of  opinion  prevailed  amortg  Magi(lrates  relative 
to  the  utility  of  folitary  cortflnemertt ;  but  he  never  yet  heard  it^ 
warmefV  fupporters  fay,  that  an  Englifhman,  who  had  been  con- 
vifled  of  iio  crime,  (hould  He  conflnedlrt  one  of  thofe  cells.  He  trufted 
that  the  Hou(fc  would  feel  the  importance  of  ptcvcnting  in  future 
fucb  an  improper  abufe  of  power.  They  had  heard  the  extent 
to  which  it  had  ^been  carried:  A  man  of  rank,  a  Colonel  in  the 
army,  was  among  the  perfons  his  honourable  friend  had  (lated  to 
Be  treated  with  fo  much  inhumanttv.  Whether  he  (tarM  derive 
popularity  or  unpopularity  from  his  vote  on  tfie  prefent  occafion,  he 
fliould  give  It  as  he  gave  the  fbrmtfr,  confcientioufly.  He  faw  nb 
gt^dtondfofcominuing'the  fufpenGon  of  the  Habeas-Corpus  Ad*.  It 
*  ik«s  pofliblir  trifcrc  might  be  a  few  lurking  traitors  in  the  country  ; 
but  there  wiitf  thrbotthour  ai!  England  a  general  fpirit  of  loyalty  that 
would 'rcndiv  it  Impoffible  for  their  arts  to  fucceed.  The  right  Ho- 
itouraHle  genilfcman  oppofitc  to  him  had,  wiih  all  the  eloquence' fin* 
nlhich  he  wasH<»  confJ)ituour,  dcfcribcd  this  fpirit  in  the  lAoft  glowing* 
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colours.  He  then  cordially  rejoiced  wifh  His  Mj'jerty's  Minifters; 
and  none  were  moie  hnppy  than  he  wfts  to  behold  this  fpirir.  With 
regard  to  French  principles,  he  fhould  have  thought  tliat'thcy  would 
have  by  chis  time  ceafed  to  give  alarm.  There  was  little  danger  to 
be  apiTchcnded  froits  that  quarter.  He  believed  the  delufion  of 
French  principles  had  no  longrr  any  cfFt^  even  upon  the  moft  illitc- 
rarr  pcrfons  in  the  country.  The  French  Diredtory  had  dene  more 
to  difgracc  their  principles  than  all  the  bills  ever  brought  into  Par* 
liament.  For  thefc  reafons  he  could  not  agree  to  fufpcnd  the  li- 
berty of  Engliflimen  any  longer.* 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  there  was  nothing  he 
Jbmuch  regretted  as  his- not  being  prefent  when  the  laft  honourable 
gemleinan  but  one  fpoke.  He  was  defirous  to  hear  the  opinions 
and  fcntiments, of  every  gentleman  on  this  qucftion,  and  did  hope, 
that  every  tnind  difpofed  to  candour  would  receive  fuch  impreffions 
fifom  the  remark  it  was  his  intention  to  make,  as  would  lead  to  a 
convtdion  of  the  falfehbod  of  moft  of  thofc  charges  which  had  been 
alledged  againft  the  officers  of  Government,  and  of  the  neeeffity  of 
continuing  in  tlic  hands  of  Jfis  Majefty's  Minifters,  the  power  they 
derived  from  the  fufpcrifion  of  the  Habcas-Corpus  A&.  Before 
he  proceeded  to  ftate  theteafons  upon  which  was  founded  his  de- 
cided approbation  of  the  meafures  purfued  in  confequence  of  fufpend- 
ing  this  z&,  he  thought  it  not  inconfiftcnt  with  his  duty,  and,  not 
unconnefled  with  the  prefent  difcuflion,  to  remind  the  Houfe  of 
what  an  honourable  gentleman,  who  appeared  to  confidcr  it  his 
duty  to  abfent  himfelf  from  Parliament,  not  long  fince  faid  of  the 
manner  in  which  libels  are  puni(hed  by  the -laws  of  this  country. 
That  honourable  gentleman,  at  a  time  when  the  ftate  of  Europe 
was  very  different  from  what  it  is  at  prefent,  thought  fit  in  a  public 
iitifation  to  fay,  that  the  punifhment  for  this  offence  is  particularly 
fcvcre  ;  and  as  thisTcfle<fHon  involved  the  Court  pf  King's  Bench 
in  a  very  ferious  manner,  he  had  been  led  to  examine  its  records,  to 
trace  the  hiftory  of  its  proceedings  in  this  rcfpefl:.  The  refult  of 
his  mqurries  aurhorifed  him  in  dittindtly  affirming,  that  never  fince 
the  law  took  cognizance  of  libel  were  the  fcntcnces  of  the  courts 
fcfs  'rigorous  and  fcverc  than  for  the  laft  fix  }'ears.  When  libel 
was  fir  from  being  fyftematic,  in  other  words— before  the  circum- 
ftances  of  this  offence  were  fo  much  aggravated  by  the  inrtifcrimi- 
natc  abufe  of  every  perfonagc  and  inftitution  rn  the  country,  that 
inftcad  cf  being  grofely  calumniated  defcrvcd  to  be  reverenced  and 
•praifed,  the  law  of  libel  was  adminiftcred  with  a  feveriCy  unexam- 
pled in  our  days.  If  gentlemen  would  only  take  the  trouble  to 
^compare  the  fentcnces  of  thcCotirt  of  King's  Bench  paiTed  in  the 
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period  he  fpoke  of  with  thofe  of  any  other  period  fince  the  revolu- 
tion,  fure  he  was  that  it  would  he  feen  the  judges  of  our  timei  with- 
out* negleding  their  duty,  had  much  foftened  the  charader  of  pu- 
nifhments  in  general,  and  that  the  punifliment  for  libel  in  particular 
was  not  fuiHciently  fevere.  Formerly  the  pradice  had  been  for 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  Crown  to  dire£l  the  punifliment  when 
perfons  were  brought  up  for  judgement,  but  he  had  adled  upon  a 
fentiment  of  a  diftinguifhed  and  infinitely  able  lawyer,  the^ttorney 
General  of  a  difiant  period,  whom  he  then  regarded  with  aflfedlion, 
and  dill  revered  and  valued— -he  meant  my  Lord  Thurlow.  This 
great  man.  was  the  firft  who  difufed  the  immemorial  praSice  of 
dirediling  punifliment ;  and  if  the  tempered*  and  mild  judgements  of 
the  court  did  not  wholly  arife  out  of  this  circumflance,  certainly 
much  kindnefs  and  lenity  fucceeded  it.  Would  gentlepen  contend 
that  the  libels  of  the  prcfent  day  lefs  outrage  decency,  and  lefs  of* 
fend  againft  the  laws  ?  Let  them  look  to  the  ftate  trials  of  the 
year  1794.  In  thofe  trials  they  will  find  that  public  meetings 
were  in  many  places  held  for  the  purpofe  of  propagating  fedition : 
that  not  merely  the  Miniflers  of  the  Crown  were  libelled,  biit  every 
inflitution  religious,  poDcical  and  moral,  with  every  individual,- in 
whatever  confpicuous  fituation  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  laws  or 
the  Government  of  his  country  he  may  have  been  placed.  [A  cry 
of  "  Hear !  hear  /"]  Gentlemen  might  attempt  to  embarrafs 
him  by  their  interruptions,  but  he  would  repeat  it.  There  were  at 
the  period  he  alluded  to,  Correfponding  Societies  and  Correfponding 
Clubs,  indituted  and  affiliated,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  making  the 
Members  of  that  Houfe  refponfible  for  their  condu£b,  or  to  procure  a 
conftitutional  reform  of  any  abufes  fuppofcd  to  have  entered  into 
the  pradlical  part  of  Government,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying 
that  Houfe-^of  eredling  a  Convention  on  its  ruins,  of  fubverting 
and  overthrowing  the  Government,  and  in  its  ftead  to  introduce 
the  wild  and  gracelefs  fyftem  of  a  neighbouring  country.  It  could 
not  be  that  gentlemen  approved  of  thofe  proceedings  ;  and  yet  what 
was  there  peculiar  in  their  charadlef  but  thofe  features  he  had  juft 
defcribed  :  and  did  not  the  leaders  of  difafTcdion,  the  members  and 
agents  of  the  Correfponding  Society,  juftify  every  libel,  and  encou- 
rage every  outrage  on  the  character  and  conduct  of  Parliament  and 
the  Crown  ?  But  to  fpeak  more  immediately  to  the  qiieftion  before 
the  Houfe.  What  truly  was  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  whom  in 
ftrains  of  lamentatioi^  an  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  fo  much } 
Why  this— he  had  been  Secretary  of  the  Corrcfpondirig  Society  ; 
cenainly  it  might  not  he  illegal  to  have  beenfo,  but  it  was  no  high 
,  proof  of  loyalty  in  any  man.     He  had  publifhed  libel  upon  libel. 
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and  if,  as  perhaps  was  his  duty,  he  had  profecutcd  him  for  every 
lib^l  publiihed  at  his  fhop,  no  (ingle  life  could  have  longevity  enough 
to  pafs  through  the  fcries  of  the  years  of  imprifonmcnt  to  which 
the  law  in  its  wifdom  would  have  confignedhim.  Did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ever  read  the  book  for  which  this  man  was  profc- 
cuted  ?  It  had  fuited  his  purpofe  indeed  ludicroufly  to  mention 
it  only  as  a  pamphlet  called  the  Duties  of  Citizenfliip.  But  the 
perufal  of  it  would  have  taught  him  to  conffder  it  as  inculcating 
anarchy  and  treafon.  He  would  have  found  thnt  every  thing  fa- 
crcd,  honourable,  and  good,  in  the  nature  and  charadler  of  inftitu- 
tions  and  men,  is  there  blafphen^oufly  and  wickedly  libelled  and 
traduced.  He  would  have  found  religion  and  its  Miniilers  held 
up  to  ridicule  ;  the  law  and  its  ofHccrs  mifreprefented  and  vilified  ; 
His  Majcfty  upon  the  Throne  mentioned  with  contumely  ;  and  that 
Conftitution  under  ^hich  fo  many  and  fuch  exclufive  blefUngs  are 
enjoyed,  made  the  conftant  theme  of  rude,  unfounded,  and  unpro« 
voked  invective.  It  was  the  honourable  gentleman's  duty  to  have 
read  this  book  before  coming  down  to  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons  to  reflcft  on  the  fentence  and  proceedings  of  the  Court  of 
King's'  Bench.  No  man  could  completely  judge  of  the  mode  ii) 
which  the  officers  of  the  Crown  performed  their  duty,  without  ck- 
amining  with  great  care  the  ground  they  proceeded  on,  and  leaft  of 
all  could  the  honourable  gentleman  completely  judge  of  the  kind  of 
proceeding  againft  Mr.  Smith  without  reading  the  book  alluded  to. 
It  was  not  merely  his  own  charafler  that  he  fought  to  refcue  from 
the  afperfions  and  reproach  of  the  honourable  gentleman  on  this  oc- 
cation  :  he  owed  it  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  "thus  to  remind 
that  honourable  Member,  that  it  is  a  delicate  fubjedt  at  any  time  to 
difcufs  the  nature  and  circumdances  of  verdids  of  Juries  and  the 
fentences  of  Judges,  but  to  comment  without  difcrimination  on  the 
a£is  of  a  Court  of  Law,  to  comment  on  legal  fentences  in  a  Aate  qf 
perfedl  ignorance  of  the  circumftances  under  which  they  are  pafled, 
(hews  not  lefs  of  temerity  than  want  of  candour,,  and  in  any  crifis 
of  the  aflFairs^of  a  country  not  only  unkind  but  inflammatorj'.  [Here 
Mr.  Courtenay  attempted  to  explain,  that  he  was  far  from  meaning 
to  cenfure  the  fentence  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench.  But  the 
Speaker  called  him  to  order,  informing  him,  that  he  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  explaining'  after  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man' concluded  his  fpcech.]  The  Attorney  General  proceeded. 
He  faid  he  could  believe  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  not  un« 
judty  and  indifcriminatcly  to  afperfe  the  chara£)er  of  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  or  its  Judges,  but  might  not  he  be  deceived  by  truft- 
ing  too  implicitly  to  information  loofcly  and  inauthoritatively  coi>- 
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vcyed  to  hun,  and  come  down  to  that  Ho^fc  without  giving  the  fub- 
jcA  that  deliberate  confidcration  it  was  cntiilcd  to  ?      With"  rcfpcfl 
to  the  proceedings  againft  Mr.  ISmith,  and  his  t'tatment  fince  hi^ 
confinement,  he  could  affure  the  Houfe  nothing  fcvere  or  harfii  M'a« 
done  on  the  part  of  Government  or  its  officers.     That  prifoncr 
could  not  but   remember   with  how   much  rcadinefs  Government 
allowed  the   State  Prifoners  in   1794,  every  indulgence  fuitcd  to 
men  in  their  firuation  that  was  confiftrnt  with  the  meafures  taken 
for  their  fafe  cullody.     And  here  he  could  nor  help  remarking,  that 
the  charges  againft  them  were  of  the  moft  ferious  nature.    A  charge 
which' if  not  fupported  by  pro6f  of  legal  treafon,  moft  certainly  the 
evidence  gWen  on  the  trials  fully  (hewed  that  there  did  cxift  grounds 
of  accufation,  for  never  in  the  world  was  a  conspiracy  againft  a  Go- 
vernment, and  for  the  fubvcrfion  of  all  order  and  all  Jaw  fp  clearly 
unfolded,  and  the  intentions  of  the  men  who  compofed  it,  fo  mani-. 
feftly  wicked.      If  gentlemen  would  but  caft  a  glance  back  upon 
this  memorable  aera,  they  would  perceive  that  the  accufcd  were  not 
only  treated  with  kindnefji,  but  he  mqft  think  with  too  great  lenity: 
and  had  Mr.  Smith   made  any  rcprtfcn-ation  to  the   Secretary  of 
State  of  unneccflary  rigour  or  unmerciful  treatment,  he  was  furc  it 
would  be  attended  to.     Mo  fuch  reprefcntation  was  made,  and  he 
was  free  therefore  to  conclude  there  exifted  no  grounds  for  reafonaUe 
complaint.     On  what  an  honourable  gentleman  h^.d  thought  proper 
to  fay  of  the  prifon,  by  them  caMed  tlic  Baftile»he  muit  be  permitted 
to  make  a  few  ohfcrvations.      It  was  rcferved  for  our  time,  for  the 
beneficent  and  moderate  age  of  philofcphy  and  the  rights  uf  man, 
to  call  thofe  places  Baftilcs,  which  were  inftituted  for  the  imprifon- 
mcnt  of  the  oflFenders  againft  this  Irivv.     Would  gentlemen  look  a 
liitle  at  theor'gin  of  this  kind  of  fcandal,  and  at  the  kind  of  per* 
fonsby  whom  it  isufed  ;  it  claimed  clofe  kindred  with  the  rcvolu* 
tionifts  of  France,  for  oor  prifons  were  firft  called  Baftilcs  by  the 
orators  of  Copenhagen  Houfc  and  Pancras  Fields,  who  ufed  it  not 
only  in  their  public  harangues,  but  in  confidential   letters,  fo  that 
we  trace  it  moft  diftin(^>ly  to  the  hot-bed  of  anarchy  ;  and  now  it 
is  only  ufed  by  perfons  willing  to  propagate  French  principles,  and 
deftroy  the  Englifn  Conftitution  and  the  Englifti   Government. 
And  he  moft  fincerely  believed,  that  at  the  moment  he  was  fpeak« 
ing,   had  not  the   Legitlaturc   pailed  the   a6ls  fo  much  inveighed 
againft  by  this  kind  of  people,  wc  ihould  not  have. that  Conftitution 
to  which  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ticrney)  had  that  night 
profpfled  his  attachment ;  and  for  himfelf,  inftead  of  being  occupied 
in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  he  believed  he  would  not  be  in  old 
England,  nay,  not  any  where  ;  fo  malignant  and  deftrudltve  would 
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tvive  been  the  operation  of  the  now-fangkd  dodrine.     But  to  re- 
turn 10  (he  cafe  of  Smith. 

An  honOiiraLle  gentleman  had  particularly  alluded  to  the  prcK 
ceedings  in  Courr,  and  one  circuml^ance  he  would  mention  which 
xnufty  in  every  impartial  mind,  produce  entire  convidion  that 
nothing  could  be  more  remote  from  the  wi(h  of  the  noble  Lord  who 
prefided  there,  than  unneccifirily  to  treat  prifoners  wiih  rigour. 
When  it  was  known  to  the  Court  that  Smith  had  made  a  rcprefen- 
tation  of  the  feveiities  of  his  confinczncnty  my  Lord  Kenyqn,  ^ 
MagiBrate  of  great  firmnefs^  dirc<S)ed  an  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  the' 
cafe,  9nd  the  refult  was,  that  the  Governor  of  the  Prifcn,  and  the 
Phyfician>  both  tediiied  that  It  was  a  proper  place  of  confinen)ent, 
and  that  every  ppiTible  degree  of  attention  was  paid  to  the  he^lthi 
&c.  of  the  prifoners.  If,  however,  it  could  be  proved  that  (ince 
the  fufpenlion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  that  in  a  few  cafes  perfon$ 
were  treated  with  fevcrity  ;  naVy  if  even  there  exifted  many  cafes  of 
this  kind,  much  as  he  mufl;  lament  it,  it  would  not  be  fufficicnt  to 
fenftble  cninds  not  tofufpend  the  adt.  He  did  not  know  who  were 
the  vifitors  of  places  where  fufpeded  perfoi)s  are  confiiied,  he  bc<* 
lieved  they  were  many  of  them  of  high  chara(f)cr  ;  but  furcly  they 
might  have  inquired  of  the  Sheriffs  concerning  the  truth  or  lalfe« 
hood  of  the  reprcfentations  of  prifoners.  Had  gentlemen  done  fo, 
they  would  have  found  that  it  had  been  attempted  to  impofe  upon 
them,  and  the  Houfe  would  never  have  heard  the  accufation  of  that 
evening.  He  had  himfclf  been  2{pplicd  to  by  fome  of  the  State 
Prifoners;  but  under  (landing  thatjthey  were  affociated,  and  kept  a 
ihop  f&r  the  fale  of  books  filled  with  all  kinds  of  wicked ncfs,  books 
that  no  man  would  have  dared  to  fell  any  where  clfi; ,  and  for  which 
they  bad  been  (eparated,  he  referred  them  to  the  Sheriffs,  w  ho  foon 
afterwards  informed  him»  that  they  had  done  whatever  was  necef- 
fary.  An  honourable  gentleman  had  plcafed  himfelf  by  relating 
an  anecdote  pf  fome  coachman  ;  but  when  gentlemen  went  in 
coaches  to  the  Baftile,  it  might  be  afkcd,  '^  Do  they  employ  them- 
felv^s  properly  when  there  r'*  It  muft  be  evident  their  inquiries 
arc  mifguidrd,  and  theirVefults  fuch  as  do  not  by  any^n.eans  juftify 
<he  tone  in  which  gentlemen  accufe  Government  of  w^nt  of  lenity. 
Had  they  purfued  the  inquiry  in  a  proper  manner,  the  Sheriffs  muft 
have  been  applied  to,  and  other  pcrfons  examined  whofe  local  fitu- 
ation  renders  their  information  indifpenfablc  to  a  conclufive  opinion. 
If  the  Sheriffs  were  found  to  blame,  it  would  bp  a  grave  point  to 
proceed  upon^,  but  nothing  of  this  fort  was  alledged.  Here  he 
iDcntioncd  the  State  Trials  at  Maii!flone,  and  reminded  Mr.  Tier- 
pey,  that  his  votp  for  tl>c  Sufpenfion  of  the  .Habeas  Corpus  in  the 
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kft  fellion  was  given,  becaufc  the  Giand  Jury  had  found  a  bill  of 
indidment  for  high  treafon.  The  parties  were  tried,  one  was 
found  guiltjy  the  reft  were  acquitted  ;  but  after  what  had  paflcd  in 
Ireland,  was  it  not  now  evident  that  all  were  implicated  in  a-delign 
to  invite  France  to  the  invafion  of  England — to  favour  the  invafion 
of  Ireland  ?  Gentlemen  might  fay  the  evidence  againft  thefe  men 
wascoUeded  from  fpies  ;  but  it  muft  be 'remembered,  that  this  de- 
fcriptbn  of  perfons  is  always  the  more  calumniated  as  they  fpeak 
truth.  Minifters  would  not  be  juftified  to  let  the  Government  take 
its  chance  againft  internal  traitors,  by  not  taking  meafures  of  fafety* 
on  the  evidence  of  fuch  men.  Talking  of  the  United  Irifti,  he 
•  obferved,  that  United  Iri(hmen  could  make  United  Britons  ;  and  tf 
as  a  Society  they  did  not  correfpond  with  Societies  here,  as  indivi- 
duals they  propagated  their  mifchief.  An  honourable  gentleman 
might,  if  he  chofe,  flander  the  Adminiftration  of  this  country  and 
its  meafures,  by  comparifons  with  the  Government  of  France  and 
Its  condud.  But  would  gentlemen  refledl  on  the  clofe  alliance 
in  principle  between  the  United  Irifh  and  the  French  :  that,  like 
them,  they  had  their  Executive  Direflory,  that  in  that  there  was  a 
Government  within  a  Government,  fceking  the  ruin  of  their 
country,  but  audacious  enough  to  promire  the  deluded  people  of 
Ireland  fuccour  from  the  (Ac  of  the  eftales  of  the  Gentry  of  Ire- 
land ?  .  Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  was  ncceffarily  his  duty  to 
fupport  the  motion. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  fpoke  (hortly  in  explanation. 

Mr.  BURDON  fai(J,  that  no  one  could  fairly  fuppofe  that  a 
Houfe  of  corredion,  built  after  the  plan  of  the  piiilanthropift 
Howard,  was  deficient  in  whatever  would  tend  to  the  health  and 
advantngc  of  thofe  in  confinement  ;  and  when  the  thicknefs  of  the 
walls  and  the  ftrudure  of  the  building  were  ccinfidered,  he  muft 
conclude  that  it  was  wholcfome,  and  in  every  refpcdl  fit  for  prifoners 
to  he  in.  When  he  went  to  vifit  it,  fo  far  from  perceiving  the 
, parties  fcnt  there  by  warrant,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  fuffer  by 
any  rigorous  confinement,  he  faw  them  walking  about  with  each 
other,  and  pcrfcdly  undifturbed.  They  had  the  means  of  enjoy- 
ing both  air  aijd  excrcife  at  proper  hours  ;  nor  had  they  any  reafon 
to  complain  as  to  the  means  of  fubfiftence,  having  an  allowance 
from  Government  of  13s.  4d.  a  week.  Since  the  time  that  they 
had  more  liberty  allowed,  they  had  been  the  means  of  interrupting- 
the  tranquillity  of  theotlier  prifoners,  and  of  pronvoring  confufion, 
which  vifitors  had  fcen  reafon  to  regret.  He  had  attended  there  as 
a  Magiftrate  for  the  County,  and  had  witncflcd  the  greateft  regula- 
rity and  propriety  in  the  management  of  the  prifoners ;  and  he  was 
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perfuaded  that  any  perfbn,  who  would  venture  to  aflert  the  cohtraiy, 
would  feel  the  accufation  they  brought  fall  upon  their  own  heads. 
For  his  own  part,  his  mind  was  fo  fatisfied  on  the  fubjeft,  as  well 
as  from  what  he  had  heard  fo  ably  ftated  by  the  Attorney  General, 
that  he  was  determined  to  fupport  the  motion. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  faid,  that  it  certainly  was  the  in- 
tereft  of  Government  adling  under  the  law  for  th^  Sufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas-Corpus.  A£ty  that  thofe  men  who  were  taken  up  (hould 
not  be  more  feverely  treated  than  the  circumftances  required, 
and  more  feverely  than  he  thought  that  men  cOnvidied  of  the 
crimes  laid  to  their  charge  (hould  be  treated.  Upon  the  fubjedl  of 
that  treatment  it  certainly^  was  important  that  there  Qiould  be  no 
exaggeration.  He  was  convinced^  however,  that  great  feverity  had» 
in  fome  inAances,  been  ufed.  The  honourable  gentleman  wha 
fpoke  lad  might  not,  in  walking  round  the  gallery  in  the  prifon, 
have  obferved  any  fymptoms  of  this,  and  in  lojking  into  the  cells 
he  might  not  perceive  any  ofFcnfive  fmell,  and  might  (be  that  the 
place  was  clean  waihed.  Was  it  confidered,  however,  what  muft 
be  the  (ituation  of  a  cell  fcvcn  feet  fquare^  after  a  perfon  had  been 
in  it  fome  hours,  or  when  perfons  were  confined  for  many  weeks 
without  being  permitted  to  go  out  but  for  a  few  minutes  to  walh 
themfelvcs  ?  In  thcfc  calls  there  was  no  wood  nor  paper  to  keep 
the  perfon  confined  from  the  contaA  of  the  wall ;  arid  in  wet  wea- 
ther, or  after  a  frofl,  it  was  evident  that  a  brick  wall  muft  bo  fo 
damp  as  to  be  extremely  infalutary  where  no  fire  was  allowed.  He 
agreed,  however,  that  thefe  matters  were  not  Aridly  in  point  on  the 
conlideratlon  of  the  bill  before  the  Houfe.  The  future  opportunity 
might  occur  for  that  difcuflion,  and,  perhaps*  he  might  feel  it  necef- 
fafy  to  move  an  inquiry  on  the  fubjedt.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Houfe  to  take  care  that  the  extraordinary  powers  which  it  granted 
fhould  not  be  abufed  ;  it  was  in  its  power  to  grant  fuch  an  inqueft 
as  was  necelTary  for  that  obje6l|  and  it  would  be  its  duty  to  grant  it, 
(liould  there  be  rcafon  to  think  that  oppreflions  had  been  exercifed. 
The  learned  gentleman  oppofite  to  him  (the  Attorney  General)  had 
defended  the  proceedings  of  Government,  and  the  judgements  of 
the  Courts  of  Law  in  cafes  of  libel.  Certainly,  however,  that 
matter  was  not  connedled  with  the  prefent  fubjedt,  nor,  had  it  any 
thing  to  do  with  the  treatment  of  perfons  taken  up  under  the  a^ 
fit  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus.  There  was  a  cafe  of  great 
i..«rdfhip,  of  which  he  had  been  informed.  A  number  of  perfons 
w  ,e  brought  up  to  town  from  Manchefier.:  they  were  loaded  with 
^nns  ;  in thisfituation  they  travelled,  and  when  they  arrived,  they 
ivcre  lodged  in  the  Correfiion  Houfe  in  Cold-bath  Fields.     From 
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tlic  cfirfls  of  travelling  in  this  ftatc,  their  legs  iRrre  very  much 
fwelled,  and  ^hen  lodged  in  the  prifon,  the  Bow-ftrcct  officers  or- 
dered the  irons  to  be  knocked  ofF,  which  was  then  a  very  painful 
operation.     They  then  i^TCre  thrown  into  places  quite  unprepared 

•  for  their  reception,  and  next  day  taken  before  the  Ptivy  CounciU 
They  were  expofed  to  great  inconvenience',  as,  though  fcveral  of  them 
were  manufacturers,  they  had  rjo  opportunity  of  giving  dire<S)ionft 
about  their  affairs,  nor  of  obtaining  redrefs,  as  nobody  was  per- 
fnitted  to  fee  them.  Now,  however,  he  urwierftood,  that  the  fil- 
iation of  thefe  perfons  was  much  improved,  and  that  they  had  all  the 
accommodation  of  which  their  fituation  would  admit.  ObjedKons 
trad  been  taken  to  the  word  Baftile.  Certainly  that  word  was  em- 
ployed merely  to  denote  a  prifon  ;  as  to  any  comparifon  wiih  the 
Saflile  under  the  old  Government  of  France,  that  was  not  the 
queAion  ;  for  whatever  might  be  thought  of  a  power  in  any  Go- 
Yernrtieint  to  arreft  without  any  caufe,  aud  to  detain  for  an  unlimited 
time,  it  was  generally  admitted  that  perfons  confined  in  the  BafKie 
ihad  every  accommodation  which  a  flatc  of  confinement  allowed. 
As  to  the  bill  before  the  Houfe,  no  grounds  had  been  (tated  for  it, 
'TAuch  liefs  was  there  any  caufe  for  the  precrpitation  with  which  it 

'  liad  been  hurried  on.  He  had  come  down  ydktxlay  to  (late  his 
feafons  agairtft  it,  but  he  found  that,  at  a  very  early  period  of  the 
evening,  it  had  been  difpofed  cf.  It  was  a  meafure,  however, 
whidh  demanded  all  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  ;  it  was  more  im- 
portant than  any  meafurc  of  finance  could  be,  inafmuch  as  men's 
perfons  were  of  more  confequence  than  their  property.  He  was  the 
more  forprized  at  this,  becaufe  when  he  made  his  motion  for  a  lift 
erf  perfons  taken  up  under  the  aft  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus, 
to  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to 
agree  for  reafons  of  his  own,  and  not  for  thofc  which  were  ihited  in 
fupport  of  It,  a  kind  of  threat  was  throri'n  out  that  a  renewal  of  the 
bill  would  be  moved,  and  that  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman 
•ihould  then  unfold  the  dangers  with  which  the  country  was  threat- 
ened, and  bring  forward  the  proofs  of  the  confpiracies  which  had 
exifted.  No  ground  had,  in  his  opinion,  been  flated  on  which 
tht  Hoiife  could  furrendes  fo  important  a  bulwark  of  the  liberties  of 
the  fubjca. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— I  wifh  to  fet  (he  honourable  Member  right. 
The  bill  was  not  hurried  through  the  Houfe,  for  a  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  bring  it  in  was  given  fome  days  before  by  the  St* 
eretaryof  State,  and  it  was  -not  till  after  the  Hooie  had  gone 
through  fome  public  bofinefs,  being  near  five  o'clock,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  brought  in  the  bill. 
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Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  if  there  were  any 
inftances  of  improper  treatment,  the  means  of  redrefs  were  to  be 
had  ;  but  it  was  fair  to  infer,  that  whefe  ho  grievainces  had  beeti 
heard  of  for  any  length  of  time,  that  probably  there  was  no  juft 
caufe  for  complaint.  But  whatever  complaints  might  have  been 
made,  had  ceafed,  under  proper  reprefentation.  He  thought  fuch 
hiatters  could  not  be  urged  now  with  any^  fcrious  view  cf  oppofing 
the  bill  before  the  Houfe,  biit  father  from  calumny,  add  a  wi(h 
9)  court  popularity.  It  had  become  a  fremient  method  of  late  tt> 
hold  out  every  meafure  brought  forwifd  on  nis  fide  of  the  Houfe  as 
fimilar  to  the  coridud  of  Roberfpierre  ;  and  he  fufpefled  that,  with 
this  view,,  the  term  Baftik  had  been  applied  to  (he  New  frifon* 
Such  conduA  was  both  ungenerous  and  culpable.  The  honourable 
Baronet  had  demanded  ori  what  grounds  this  motioi)  was  fupported  ? 
He  (the  Solicitor  General)  (hould  have  thought  that  whsit  had  paffcci 
and  been  difclofed  at  the  late  trials  at  Maldftone,  as  well  as  what 
had  taken  place  in  the  neighbouring  country  df  Ireland,  were  fuf- 
ficient  reafons  for  the  Houfe  continuing  the  meafure  propofed. 
This  was  not  a  bill  of  novelty ;  it  had  been  repeatedly  adopted 
in  times  of  danger^  not  only  in  the  {)refcnt  reign,  but  on  former 
pccafions. 

The  bill  for  fufpending  the  Habeas- Cbrpus  Aft  originated  in  the 
reign  of  King  Williani,  in  confequence  of  dangers  to  which  he  was 
^xpofed,  and  which  would  have  made  it  neccflfary  to  brihg  Xb  trial 
perfons  confpiring  againft  his  Government,  had  it  not  been  that  fuch 
legal  evidence  of  their  guilt  was  wanting  as  would  have  induced  a 
Jury  to  find  them  guilty.  In  the  year  17  ^  ^>  when  this  fufpenfiort 
was  renewed,  the  mod  falutary  confequcftccs  had  followed.  Owing 
to  the  firmnefs  of  Government  in  apprehending  a  number  of  per- 
fons, againft  whom  no  legal  charge  was  brought,  atid  who,  after  th6 
datiger  was  over,  were  difmifled,  the  fafety  of  the  country  was  fcn- 
fured.  This  precaution  having  been  omitted  In  the  year  174^1 
left'  the  country  in  a  much  mote  dangerous  ftate  thin  it  Was  in 
17 15.  Whoever  had  impartially  remarked  what  had  lately  pafTed 
in  Ireland,  as  well  as  in  this  couritry,  muft  have  feen  that  the  focicty 
of  United  iriflimen  Was  that  which  enabled  the  confpiracy  td  dif- 
fufe  itfclf,  till  at  length  it  burft  forth  in  adls  of  open  rebellion,  and 
which,  from  the  very  plan  of  thefe  focictieF,  drew  a  veil  cf  fecrccy 
Over  their  proceedings,  which  made  it  difficult  to  bring  home  a 
charge  of  guilt  upon  individuals.  Strong  attempts  had  been  made 
€oe^abli(h  limilar  locieties  in  this  country — Hence  Cortcfpondiiig 
Societies  had  been  cdablifhed  with  their  Executive  Commitfees, 
&c. ;  an  intperium  in  imp&h  hail  been  introduced,    which  was 
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nothing  elfe  but  a  germ  of  treafon  and  rpbellioni  which»  if  not 
timely  nipped  in  the  bud,  would  foon  have  difoovered  itfelf  in  a 
more  open  form.  Now  fuQh  Ibrt  of  treafon  was  not  cafy  to  be 
brotjght  home  to  ihe  convi<5lion  of  a*  Juryman,  becaufe  adual  trea-' 
fon  was  concealed  in  the  matter  that  was  to  bring  it  forth ;  and  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  that  minds  not  habituated  to  confider  the 
fubjedV  with  the  greateft  attention,  could  be  led  to  fee  the  danger 
that  furrounded  them.  Thus  in  Ireland,  under  the  pretence  0 
Catholic  Emancipation  and  Parliamentary  Reform,  nothing  Idb  than 
the  feparation  of  Ireland  from  England,  and  the  eredion  of  the 
former  into  an  Independent  Republic,  was  the  objeA  aimed  at.  So 
here,  the  pretence  of  a  Reform,  &c.*  had  been  afTumed  ;  but  would 
gentlemen  fay  that  this  was  a,  cloak  that  concealed  nothing  ?  The 
Executive  Government  afluredly  would  not  have  done  its  duty,  had 
they  not  made  ufe  of  all  lawful  means  to  thwart  the  deligns  of  per- 
fons  who  had  engaged  themfelves  in  fuch  combinations,  and  to  break 
the  firepgth  of  fuch  confederacies ;  and  if  they  had  no.t  made  appli- 
catbn  to  Parliament  to  give  them  that  power  to  effeduate  the  pur* 
pofe  which  was  the  objed  of  the  prefent  bill  to  impart — a  bill  which 
had  been  formerly  ufed  with  fuccefs  upon  former  occafions.  And 
nothii^  having  been  urged  to  (hew  that  this  power  had  been  abufed, 
he  thought  it  was '  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  empower  Minifters 
to  take  the  medlires  neceflQiiy  to  be  adopted  for  the  fafcty  of  the 
countiy. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  laid,  that  as  he  was  in  fome  degree  im- 
plicated in  what  had  been  faid  on  the  fubjeS  of  the  treatment  of 
the  Stftte  Prifoners,  it  was  to  beobferved,  that  the  Cor  region  Houfe 
in  Cold-bath  Fields  had  not  been  efiabliihed  for  any  fuch  purpofe 
as  that  for  which,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  it  had ,  been 
found  neceffary  to  employ  it.  With  regard  to  its  management,  he 
could  fay,  that  there  were  none  of  the  abufes  fiated.  The  keeper  of 
that  jail  was  a  perfon  of  great  humanity  and  attention  to  his  duty, 
and  every  care  was  exerted  for  preferving  the  health  and  comfort  of 
perfons  confined.  He  ^as  fure  that  there  was  not  a  more  comfort- 
able place  of  the  kind  in  the  ^whole  country,  or  one  in  which,  in 
proportion  to  the  numbers  confined,  there  was  lefs  iicknefs.  Every 
thing  was  provided  for  the  State  Prifoners  in  the  moft  liberal  man- 
ner. He  did  not  know  to  what  the  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  Francis 
Burdett)  had  alluded,  when  he  faid,  that  the  prifoners  were  out  only 
for  a  few  miimtes ;  they  were  out  every  day  for  feveral  hours,  and 
he' now  underflood  that  they  were  allowed  to  be  all  together  in  the 
fame  lOom.  Of  the  propriety  of  fuch  an  indulgence,  he  was  not 
called  upon  to  (hy  any  thiiig ;  but  if  he  had  been  confulted .  as  a 
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Magiflhtte  refpe£ling  fuch  a  thing,  he  fliould  have  oonfidered  it  his 
duty  to  refufe  it.  Unqueftionably  great  mifreprefentation  niuil'have 
been  given  of  the  ftate  of  perfons  confined  in  this  prifon,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  regulated. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  as  a  great  deal  of  mifreprc- 
fentation  had  arifen  upon  this  fubje^,  it  was  extremely  important 
that  it  Oiould  be  fully  explained,  and  that  the  falfe  impreflions  which 
it  had  been  attempted  to  make  on  the  minds  of  the  public  (hould 
.be  removed.     A  day  or  two  ago,  he  had  received  a  letter  from  a 
friend  of  his,  informing  him,  that  certain  repfefentations  had  been 
made  to  gentlemen   in  this  Houfe,  commonly  called  Members  of 
Oppoiition,  refpedting  the  fituation  and  treatment  of  State  Priibners, 
which  were  very  likely  to  be  incorredl.     His  friend,  therefore,  to 
enable  him  to  judge  of  the  fubjeft,  had  fent  him  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Magilfarates  who  fuperintend  the  condud  of  the  pri- 
foners,  with  remarks  on  the  (late  of  the  prifon  ;  to  this  fubjed.he 
had  not  bad  an  opportunity  to  turn  his  attention,  as  his  mind  bad 
been  occupied  with  the  important  plan  of  finance  before  the  Houfe. 
He  had  now,  however,  revifed  the  documents  and  obfervations  fent 
by  his  friend,  and  they  would  be  found  to  be  of  great  importance 
in  clearing  up  the  fubjcd  of  the  treatment  of  the  State  Prifoners. 
He  was  aftonifhed  at  what  the  honourable  Baronet  had  faid,  refpe6t- 
ing  the  fituation  of  the  prifon  in  Cold-bath  Fields ;  he  had  been 
there  as  well  as  the  honourable  Baronet,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  vifit- 
ing  any  particular  perfons  there,  or  on  the  fpur  of  the  occafion,  but 
to  examine  the  general  Aate  of  the  place,  and  to  view  the  fituarion 
of  the  prifoners.     He  had  likewife  been  in  the  habit  of  correfpond- 
ing  on  the  fubjed,  before  there  was  any  idea  of  its  being  a^tated  . 
here,  and  the  accounts  he  had  heard  were  very  diflerent  from  what 
fome  gentlemen  had  dated  to-day.     He  had  been  informed,  that 
by  the  prudent  regulations  which  then  prevailed,  feveral  perfons  had 
been  reclaimed  from  habits  of  vice  and  idlenefs,  to  indufiry  and 
good  behaviour,  and  had  been  reftored  to  fbciety  as  ufeful  fubjedls. 
The  charge  which  had 'been  Aikde,  was  certainly  of  a  very  ferious 
nature,  it  was  no  light  thing,  to  fay,  that  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment could  be  fo  malignant,  as  to  exercife  any  (cverity  againft  the 
^peribns  taken  up,  farther  than  was  neceflary  for  fafe  cu(bdy,  and 
to  prevent  them  firom  tainting  the  minds  of  thofe  with  whom  they 
had  communication  in  confinement.    It  was  a  chaige  either  againft 
his  right  honourable  friend,  or  againft  the  nobfe  Puke,  more  imme- 
diately at  the  head  of  this  department ;  or  againft  thofe  who  were 
more  direAly  employed  in  the  cuftody  and  fuperintendance  of  the 
prifoners.     The  latter  were  perfoiis  who  in  their  flation  were  no 
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Icfs  rcfpcdlablc  than  his  right  honourable  friend,  and  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  and  who  inuft  equally  feel  for  their  cb^rafter ;  nobody 
imputed  to  his  right  honourable  friend,  or  to  the  noble  Dukei  any 
particular  inclination  tp  rigpur,  and  the  MagiArates  to  whom  the 
fuperint^ndance  of  the  prifon  belonged,  were  therefore  implicated  if 
say  extraordinary  fcverity  was  exercifcd.  From  the  documents  of 
hi§  friend  he  was  enabled  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  ^reat  deal  of 
fatisfacf^ory  information.  It  ^as  proper  in  the  firft  place  to  6b- 
fcrye,  that  the  regulations  which  prevailed  in  this  prifon  were  mat^ 
of  them  founded  upon  the  principles  recommended  by  the  excelletit 
Mr.  Howard,  and  fuperintended  by  feveral  perfons  who  had  an 
aSive  and  laborious  (hare  nvith  that  benevolent  chara6)er  in  his  in- 
quiries  upon  this  fubjed.  Different  boards  exited  to  fuperintend 
the  regulations  apd  to  receive  information  refpeding  the  date  of  the 
prilbn.  One  of  thcfe  bo;i^rds  met  at  le^ft  once  a  week,  .and  the 
minutes  of  (heir  proceedings  would  be  found  to  contain  much  mas- 
ter which  would  throw  light  on  the  prefent  queftiont  As  he  was 
fading  the  account  of  the  prifon  in  thefe  documents,  and  heard  the 
reprefentation  given  of  it,  he  could  not  conceive  any  contraft  mo^e 
finking.  It  reminded  him  of  the  ftory  in  "  Jofcph  Andrews,"  of 
the  different  remark's  which  were  made  by  two  travellers  in  a  flage 
coach  on  the  charadier  of  a  gentleman  whofe  eftate  they  paffcd. 
One  faid  that  he  was  the  bed  hufband  and  farther,  the  mod  generous 
friend,  that  oxifted.  The  other,  who  had  been  aflcep  during  this 
panegyric,  a^i'oke,  and  remarked  the  fine  eftate  they  paifed,  and 
lamented  that  it  belonged  to  fuch  a  rafcal.  Parfon  Adams,  in  the 
limpHcity  of  his  heart,  cqncludcd  that  the  gentlemen  nluft  have  been 
fpeaking  of  difllerent  perfons  ;  and  when  he  hi mfelf  compared  the  re- 
prcfentation  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  with  the  documents  before 
him,  he  was  almod  tempted  to  think  that  gentlemen  on  the  other 
lide  could  no(  be  talking  of  the  fame  perfon.  Nothing  can  be  more 
fatisfaAory  than  the  account  which  his  friend  gave  of  the  ftate  of 
the-  prifon,  as  to  the  health  and  treatment  of  the  prifoners.  The 
gentleman  who  wrote  the  letter,  a  refpe^able  Clei^yman,  flated 
[here -Mr.  W.  read  fcvcral  cxtraflsj  that  he  had  feen  the  fbodin- 
tended  for  the  prifoners,  which  confided  of  as  good  legs  of  mutton 
and  pieces  of  beef  as  he  had  ever  feen  at  his  own  table  ;  that  the 
uttpoft  cleanlinefs  prevailed  throughout  the  place  ;  that  of  the  num- 
ber of  which  the  prifon  contained  at  any  one  time,  which  was  two 
hundred  and  forty,  the  fick  were  only  three,  and  the  deaths  for  the 
whole  year  only  two,  though  if  the  fituacion  of  many  of  the  perfons 
when  they  came  in  was  confidered,  the  place  rather  refemblcd  an 
hofpital  than  a  prifon.     The  minules  of  the  fittings  of  the  Magif- 
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trates,  to  which  he  had  alluded,  would  ferve  to  (hew  what  had 
been  the  conduct  of  fome  of  the  prifoners^  and  the  neceflity  there 
was  to  watch  thehi  with  care.  It  appeared  in  thefe  minutes  that 
it  was  dated  by  the  Chaplain  that  two  of  the  perfons  confined  in 
this  place.  Burkes  and  Smith,  had  behaved  fo  ill  at  church,  had  fo 
openly  exprefTed  their  contempt  of  the  worfhip,  that  he  propofed 
that  their  attendance  ihould  in  future  be  difpenfed  with.  Tht(e 
minutes  likewife  contained  the  meifage  of  Lord  Kenyon  on  the  ocr 
cafion  alluded  to  by  his  learned  friend  (the  Attorney  General),  and 
teftified  his  Lordfhip's  approbation  of  tht;  conduct  of  the  MagiftrateS| 
and  the  management  of  the  prifon  in  the  higheft  terms.  It  was 
ib  very  important,  now  that  the  fubje6l  was  under  difcuflion,  that  the 
rnifreprefentations  which  had  gone  abroad  (hould  be  thoroughly  cor* 
re£ted,  that  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  forgive  his  dwelling  upon  it 
with  fome  minutenefs  qf  detail.  What  then  was  the  fituation  of 
the  fadls  in  the  cafe.  On  the  one  (ide  there  was  the  evidence  of 
the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Magiilrates  in  fuperintending 
the  'ftate  of  the  prifon,  and  on  the  other,  the  accounts  which  gentle- 
men had  received  from  the  parties  themfelves.  They  had  proceeded 
to  inquire  into  the  fituation  of  the  parties  confined  in  the  fame 
manner  as  Don  Qiiixotte  examined  the  galley  (laves  on  the  crimes 
which  had  reduced  them  to  that  fituation,  and  no  doubt  the  one  as 
well  as  the  other  would  endeavour  to  reprefent  themfelves  as  fuf- 
fering  without  juft  caufe.  If,  however,  the  evidence  of  the  par- 
ties themfelves  was  to  be  taken,  it  would  be  necefifary  to  take  their 
evidence  both  ways.  Mr.  Smith's  authority  was  quoted  for  the 
hard(hip8  he  fufFered  ;  it  would  be  necelTary  then,  as  fometimes  was 
feen  in  law  cafes,  to  produce  Smith  ver/us  Smith.  It  appeared  that 
Smith  himfelf  entertained  no  great  idea  of  the  motives  which  in- 
duced fome  gentlemen  to  intereft  themfelves  about  him,  and  im- 
puted it  rather  to  a  wi(h  to  bring  the  matter  as  a  motion  before 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  than  from  any  regard  to  him.  It.  ap- 
peared alfo,  that  though  Mr.  Burkes,  in  an  intercepted  letter,  com- 
plained that  he  was  dying  for  want,  the  minutes  of  the  Board  fiated 
that  on  his  coming  before  them,  they  found  if  nece(rary  to  recom- 
mend to  him  cleanlinefs  in  his  perfon.  The  fame  Smith  too,  in 
a  letter  to  his  wife,  fiated  that  he  was  in  a  better  fituation  than  (he 
could  imagine,  that  he  refle6led  againfi  the  ufe  that  had  been  made 
of  fome  things  he  had  (tated,  and  particularly  difapproved  of  the 
comments  of  thofe  who  ftiled  the  prifon  a  Bajiile,  All  thefe  hSts 
and  confcfTions  clearly  proved  that  the  honourable  gentlemen  oppo- 
fite  had  been  impofed  on,  and  that,  from  too  creduloufly  lifiening 
to  the   information    they  received^    they  had  brought  a  ferious 
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charge  againft  a  very  worthy  and  honourable  fet  of  MagiOrates. 
This  indance,  however,  (houM  not  only  teach  gentlemen  not  to 
take  up  their  opinions  fo  lightly  on  fuch  fubjedls,  but  it  ought  to 
teach  the  public  to  diftruft  reprefentations  given  on  fuch  partial  aui* 
thority.  It  was  of  great  impoxtance  that  falfe  impreiTions  fliould 
.  not  be  given  ;  for  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  root  them  cut.  To 
prove  afterwards  that  they  were  falfe  does  not  corredi  the  evil  they 

.have  produced^  or  ferve  as  an  antidote  to  the  poifon  they  have  dif- 
fufed.  The  credulity  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  themfelves 
could  not  be  accounted  for  but  in  this  manner  ;  after  what  they  have 
faid,  tooy  of  the  dangers  w  hich  threatened  the  country-— after  con- 
virion  had  ilaihed  on  their,  minds  from  what  had  paiTed  here  and 
in  Ireland,  it  was  matter  of  -  wonder  that  they  were  not  over- 
whelmed with  remorfe  and  confulion  for  what  they  had  formerly 
maintained  ;  it  was  matter  of  furprife  that  their  minds  were  i!ecled 
againft  the  incontrovertible  evidence  of  fads,  and  it  could  oply  be 
imputed  to  the  early  bias  their  minds  had  received.  For  his  own 
party  he  trufted  that  he  was  not  the  lad  to  feel  what  was  due  to  fuf- 
feringy  but  at  the  fame  time  there  were  feelings  of  another  kind 

^  which  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  He  never  could  forget  the  fay- 
ing he  had  read  early  in  life  of  that  great  and  good  man  Lord  Hale, 
an  ornament  not  only  to  the  profcflion  of  the  law,  but  to  his  country. 
When  aiked  how  he  felt  when  he  pronounced  fentence  of  death  on 
a  criminal,  he  replied,  "  That  he  felt  for  the  fituation  of  the  pri- 
foner,  but  he  felt  likewife  for  the  country.''  <He  begged  leave  to 
recommend  the  example  of  Lord  Hale  to  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  of  tke  Houfe.     They  feem  to  be  tremblingly  alive  to  the  fitu- 

,  ation  of  thofe  who  were  taken  up  on  fufpicion  of  the  greatcft  crimes; 
but  they  did  not  feem  to  be  alive  to  the  danger  of  the  country. 
They  "ought  not  to  be  fo  ready  to  lend  themfelves  to  thofe  who 
abufed  their  credulity. 

There  was  another  point  on  which  he  felt  himfelf  obliged  to 
make  a  few  remarks.  He  had  often  heard  things  which  had  been 
faid  with  much  mirth  and  pleafantry  here,  which  were  afterwards 
repeated  with  mod  mifchievous  cunfequences  elfcwhere.  An  ho- 
nourable Baronet  talked  of  the  Baftiles  which  were  eredled  in  this 
country.  The  praftice  of  giving  thcfc  names,  however,  was  of  the 
moft  pernicious  ten4cncy.  £vcry  one  muft  recoiled,  that  thofe  who 
had  formed  themfelves  into  (bcieties  in  this  country  for  the  {}urpofe 
of  following  in  pradice  what  they  admired  in  France,  adopted  the 
names  of  every  cuftom  and  eftablKhment  to  which  the  new  ftate  of 
things  in  that  count/y  gave  rife.  Thefe  men  adted  well  and  wifely 
for  the  purpofcs  they  bad  in  view.     They  were  wife  children  in 
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<faeir  generation.  They  knew,  that  if  they  6outd  bring  the  names 
into  life,  they  would  prepare  the  way  for  the  things.  Shakefpeare, 
the  great  mafter  of  the  human  heart,  in  his  play  of  King  John,  re- 
prefents  the  fondnefs  of  the  mother  as  dweHing  on  the  pretty  words 
of  the  child 

''  Grief  fills  the  room  up  of  my  abfent  child, 
**  Lies  in  his  bed,  walks  up  and  down  with  me, 
**  Repeats  his  pretty  words,  puts  on  his  looks." 

So  thefe  gentlemen  might  have  ufed  thefe  **  pretty  words,"  and 
put  on  thefe  **  pretty  forms,"  in  order  to  (hew  their  ^^6lion  for 
French  principles.  He  did  not  much  like  a  ludicrous  ftory,  but  as 
it  tended  to  illuftrate  a  ferious  argument ;  he  remembered,  however, 
an  eledion  in  a  large  city,  where  feveral  perfons  came  to  the  poll, 
and  voted  for  Citizen  fuch  a  thing,  and  againft  the  other  Candi- 
date, who  was  a  banker.  Some  of  the  mob  propofed  that  they  (hould 
go  and  fack  the  Baftile,.  and  let  out  the  guineas,  from  a  confine- 
ment more  rigorous,  probably,  than  that  which  an  honourable  Ba- 
ronet had  detcrfbcd  to  be  thcimprifonment  of  the  old  Baftile* 
Gentlemen  might  thus  fee  in  what  light  their  metaphors  may  be 
taken  up,  and  with  what  purpofes  they  may  be  connefted.  With 
regard  to  the  meafure  before  the  Houfe,  there  was  ground  enough 
for  the  under  (landing  of  every  man  who  impartially  viewed  the  ftate 
of  the  country,  arid  recoUeded  late  events.  Thofe  who  have 
thought  that  there  was  danger ;  who  think  ftill  that  the  danger  is 
not  entirely  over,  would  not  relax  their  efforts,^  or  deprive  the  Exe- 
cutive Government  of  thofe  means  by  which  they  had  been  enabled 
to  provide  for  the  fafety  of.  the  country.  He  was  hajppy  that  the 
prefent  opportunity  had  occurred  of  removing  the  ialfe  impreilions 
which  had  arifen  on  this  fubjedl,  and  ho  hoped  that  thofe  gentlemen, 
who  muft  fee  they  had  been  deceived,  would  come  forward  and  con-> 
fefs  that  they  had  advanced  this  very  ferious  charge  without  fuf- 
(icient  grounds.  It  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  that  men,  who  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  fufpicion,  mud  often  incur  the  difadvantages  of 
guilt.  Men,  therefore,  (hould  be  cautious  how  they  gave  occafion 
kr  fufpicion.  The  fafety  of  the  State  required  that  we  (hould  re- 
gard it  no  lefs  than  the  cafe  of  individuals.  It  was  a  falfe  com- 
paflion  which  felt  only  for  individuals*  hard(hips,  and  was  callous 
to  the  general  dangers  of  the  country. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  when  he  cime  down  to  the  Houfe 
he  had  no  idea  that  the  debate  would  have  taken  the  turn  it  had. 
The  great  thing  was,  that  every  idea  of  the  prifoncrs  being  ill 
treated  was  entirely  removed;  and. her  had  na  difficulty  ii?'ilattii£^ 
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that  His  Majedy's  Miniftcrs  had,  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  judgp, 
exercifed  the  difcretion  entrufted  to  them  in  as  kind  and  as  tender  a 
manner  as  poffibie.  When  he  meant  to  fugged  doubts  refusing 
the  propriety  of  fufpending  the  Habeas-Corpus  Afi,  it  was  on  this 
ground,  that  a  cafe  had  not  been  made  out  fo  ffrong  as  to  induce 
him  to  fupport  the  motion.  Would  it  not  be  a  prudent  meafurc  to 
fend  to  a  Seled  Committee  the  grounds  upon  Which  Minifters  con- 
ceived that  a  fufpenfion  ought  to  take  place  ?  After  paying  a  com- 
pliment to  the  mildnefs  and  moderation  with  which  the  Attorney 
General  difcharged  the  duties  of  his  office^^  he  faid,  that  in  the  pro- 
fecution  and  puniihment  of  libels  there  had  been  no  har(hnefs.  lie 
alfo  thought  it  right  to  fay,  that  libels  had  been  circulated  with  a 
view  to  gain  men  from  their  allegiance.  As  to  Citizen  Smith  and 
others,  he  had  feen  mod  of  their  publications,  and  more  diabolical 
ones,  in  his  opinbn,  never  exifted.  But  ftill  there  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Attorney  General  (the  power  to  profecute,  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  Court  the  power  to  punifli ;  he  therefore  conceived 
that  there  were  not  grounds  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  a£t.  When 
i|  had  laft  been  fufpended,  there  exided  a  dread  of  invalion,  and 
then  it  was  right  to  adopt  fuch  a  meafure  ;  that  dread,  however,  re- 
mained no  longer. 

Mr.  ELLISON  faid,  he  (hould  certainly  give  his  vote  for  the 
bill,  becaufe  he  thought  the  circumllances  of  the  country  rendered  it 
necedary  to  veft  thofe  .powers  in  the  Executive  Government ;  and 
be  was  the  more  inclined  to  fupport  it,  becaufe  it  was '  admitted  on 
all  hands,  that  the  powers  with  which  Minifters  had  been,  already 
trufted,  had  been  well  exercifed.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  if 
Aatemcnts  could  be  obtained  from  eveiy  Magiftrate  in  the  kingdom, 
it  would  appear  that  prifoners  of  every  defcription  were  treated  with 
humanity.  He  had  himfdf  the  honour  of  adting  as  a  Magiftrate 
in  two  counties,  and  as  far  as  his  obfervations  extended.  He  could 
make  that  afTertion  without  the  danger  of  cpntradid^ion.  He  knew 
periedtly  well  that  the  jails  were  infpeded  regularly  by  the  Magif- 
trates,  who  did  not  walk  through  the  jails  with  the  cold  feelings  of 
jailers,  but  they  went  to  fee  that  the  prifoners  had  proper  accommo- 
dation and  good  treatment — to  fee  that  they  were  employed  in 
work,  and  that  they  were  not  allowed  to  drink  too  much.  He 
wiQied  the  honourable  Baronet,  who  feemed  to  think  the  prifoners 
were  treated  with  feverity,  would  affift  as  a  Magiftrate  in  the 
county  in  which  he  refided,  aild  then  if  he  faw  any  improper  prac<« 
tices,  he  would  have  an  opportunity  of  corredling  them< 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  explained  :  hp  faid,  the  ho- 
nourable  Baronet  feemed  to  fuppofe  that  his  objedt,  in  fuppOrting 
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the  meafure,  was  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  men  in  confinement. 
So  far  from  being  influenced  by  fuch  an  unworthy  motive,  or  con- 
fidering  the  meafure  as  an  a6t  of  fevcrity,  he  really  looked  upon  it 
as  an  sl6\  of  mercy,  being  done  with  a  view  to  prevent  others  from 
being  involved  in  the  fame  fituation.  But  he  would  put  it  to 
gentlemen,  and  he  would  call  upon  them  confcientiogfly  to  declare, 
whether  • 

[Here  the  Speaker  faid  he  fhould  confine  himfelf  to  expla- 
nation.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General  fubjoined,  that  he  was  going  merely  to 
ftate,  that  the  trials  at  Maidftone,  and  the  confinement  of  chofe  now 
in  prifon,  arofe  from  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas- Corpus  A61  hav- 
ing been  fufFered  to  expire. 

Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  thought  that  five-and-twenty  men, 
which  he  believed  was  the  number  now  in  prifon  under  the  a£^, 
could  not,  if  let  loofe  on  fociety,  do  any  harm  in  the  prefent  (late  of 
the  public  mind.  The  fpirit  of  the  country  had  been  tried,  and 
was  now  proof  againft  every  effort  of  fuch  a  body  to  poifon  or  per- 
vert it.  He  therefore  could  not  confent  to  the  continuance  of  this 
reftraint,  as,  from  the  ftate  of  the  country,  he  faw  no  neceflity 
for  parting  with  what  he  confidered  the  great  bulwark  of  our 
liberty. 

Mr.  WESTERN  faid,  that  as  no  grounds  had  been  ftated  to  the 
Houfe  to  (hew  the  neceflity  of  this  meafure,  he  could  not  fupport  it. 
He  thought  there  never  was  a  period  in  which  the  domeflic  fafety 
of  the  empire  was  in  lefs  danger  than  it  was  at  prefent.  But  though 
he  could  not  confent  to  the  renewal  of  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus,  it  was  not  becaufe  he  thought  Minifters  had  mifufed  tht 
powers  with  which  they  had  been  cntrufted  ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
thought  they  had  ufed  them  with  great  moderation.   ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  perfedlly  agreed  with  a  worthy  Magif- 
trate  who  had  fpokcn  very  lately  in  the  debate,  that  a  great  and  for- 
tunate change  had  taken  place  in  the  fituation  of  the  country  ;  but 
while  he  exprcflcd  the  warmeft  fatisfa6)ion  at  hearing  it  flared  from 
al  quarters  that  the  fituation  of  this  country,  both  with  refpedi  to 
its  foreign  and  domeftic  affairs,  had  been  fo  greatly  improved,  hie 
could  not  but  remind  the  Houfe,  that  this  change,  which  was  now 
fo  ftrongly  felt,  and  fo  univerfally  acknowledged,  had  only  been  ob- 
tained by  the  adoption  of  thofc  meafurcs,  by  a  perfcvcrance  iri  that 
fyftcm  which  fonrie  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  now  exulted  in- our 
fafety,  had  reprefented  as  calculated  to  produce  difafler  abroad,  and 
to  dcftroy  the  Conftitution  at  home.  He  had  heard  gentlemen 
talking  of,  and  reprobating  the  treafonable  attempts  of  mcD|  ihti- 
Vot.  VII.  Z  z 
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mately  conneded  with  the  avowed  and  implacable  enemies  of  th^ 
country — attempts  which  the  unremitting  vigilance  of  Government 
had  deteSed  and  fruflrated.  He  had  heard  gentlemen  fpeak  in 
terms  of  the  higheft  congratulation  at  the  fortunate  efcape  of  this 
empire  from  the  united  efforts  of  foreign  hoflility  and  domeftic 
treafon  ;  but  he  rccollecSed,  that  when  His  Majefty's  Minifters  were 
looking  at  thofe  dangers  in  profpeft,  which  were  acknowledged  now 
that  they  were  paffed — when  they  were  calling  upon  Parliament  to 
adopt  meafures  to  avert  them,  they  heard  from  the  fame  quarter  not 
only  a  bold  denial  of  their  exiitencei  but  repeated  and  inflammatory 
ftatements  of  every  topic  which  ingenuity  could  fuggcft,  as  calcu- 
lated to  awaken  public  jcaloufy^  and  to  prevent  Parliament  from 
inveOing  Government  with  thofe  powers,  which  it  was  now  ad« 
initted  had  been  fo  beneficially  and  fo  moderately  exercifed. 

If  the  fkuation  of  the  country  was  fo  changed,  it  was  a  proof  of 
the  midaken  opinions  of  thofe  gcntlemeni  a  proof  in  addition  to 
thofe  arifing  from  ci^rcumflances  dill  frefh  in  their  memories,  and  to 
which  it  was  not  ncceffary  for  him  more  particularly  to  allude.  If 
the  meafures  which  had  been-  adopted  by  the  wifdom  and  firmnefs 
of  Parliament  had  anfwered  the  erids  for  which  they  were  defigned  { 
if  they  had  refcued  the  country  from  thofe  dangers  which  were  now 
no  longer  reprefented  as  imaginary,  furely  it  was  a  moft  lingular  ar- 
gument to  fay,  that  at  the  moment  in  which  they  were  mutually 
congratulating  each  other  upon  the  advantageous  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  our  affairs,  they  ought  to  feled  that  moment  to  throw 
away«thofe  very  means  by  which  that  advantage  had  been  obtained. 
Did  the  honourable  gentlemen  think,  that  becaufe  hitherto  we  had^ 
by  the  wife  and  vigorous  meafures  we  had  adopted,  fo  fortunately 
efcaped  the  perils  with  which  we  were  menaced,  that'  they  might 
now  with  fafety  abandon  their  effi)rts,  and  relax  their  precaution  ? 
Did  theyfuppofe,  th:it  if  exulting  in  the  idea  of  confcious  fecurity, 
they  were  to  fink  into  inattention  and  fupinenefs,  that  thefe  dangers 
inight  not  again  occur  ?  Had  thefe  gentlemen  read  fo  little  of  hu- 
man nature— -had  they  fccn  fo  little  of  it  jn  its  mod  .perverted  and 
deformed  date,  in  the  fhape  of  modern  Jacobinifm  ?  or  had  they 
collected  fo  little.from  their  obfervation,  as  not  to  know,  that  though 
Jacobinifm  might  be  curbed  and  reprclTcd,  yet  while  the  principle 
remained  unextinguifhed,  its  efforts  would  not  ceafe  ?  Jacobinifm, 
to  all  that  was  detedable  and  abhorrent  to  every  moral  and  religious 
idea,  added  one  quality  which  increafed  its  malignity,  and  that  was 
an  incorrigible  obdinacy,  a  wicked  deter nru nation  to  be  influenced 
by  no  arguments,  to  be  convinced  by  no  fadls,  which  led  its  pro- 
fcflbrs  to  perfid,  if  not  openly,  at  lead  unremittingly,  in  their  profc- 
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cution  of  their  atrocious  dcfigns.  But  that  prefeverancie  which  in  a 
bad  caufe  was  wicked  obfttnacy,  in  a  good  one  was  highly  com- 
mendable. He  therefore  hoped,  that  the  Parliament  of  England 
would  not  fhew  lefs  perfe  vera  nee  in  the  defence  of  the  innumerable 
blefTings  we  enjoyed,  than  the  Jaicobins  did  in  their  efforts  to  deftroy 
them. 

The  People  of  England  had  learnt  enough  of  the  nature  of  Jaco- 
binifm  not  to  know,  that  while  the  principle  of  it  exifted,  the  mod 
unremitting  vigilance  and  the  greateft  firmnefs  were  neceffary  to  op- 
pofe  it.  They  had  learned,  that  they  ought  never  io  be  for  a  mo- 
ment off  their  guard,  while  they  had  among  them  men  whofe  a£li- 
vity  was  unceafing,  who  never  walked,  who  never  flept  without  a 
dagger  by  their  fide ;  they  were  convinced  that  until  the  weapon 
which  threatened  their  exiftence  was  annihilated,  the  (hield  which 
protefted  them  could  not  be  laid  afide. 

This  was  the  anfwcr  he  (hould  give  to  thofe  gentlemen  who 
thought  prefent  fecurity  a  ground  for  future  negligence.     He  trufted 
that  the  fuccefs  that  had  hitherto  attended  thefe  meafures  would  be 
an  argument  for  their  continuance.     The  only  other  point  on  which 
he  wiflied  to  fay  a  word,  lay  in  a  very  narrow  compafs.     An  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Taylor)  had   fuggcftcd  the  propriety  of 
appointing  a  Secret  Committee,  to  inquire  into  the  neceflity  of  con- 
tinuing the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,     That  honourable 
gentleman  feemed  to  him  to  have  difplayed   more  candour  in  his 
fpeech  than  he  had  in  the  conclufion  which  he  had  come  to,  which 
he  could  only  account  for  by  fuppofing  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man fpoke  from  his  own  feelings,  but  voted  with  his  compan]^.    But 
the  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  have  no  doubt,  that  if  a  Secret 
Committee  had  been  appointed^  their  report  would  leave  no  doubt 
of  the  propriety  of  adopting  this  meafure  :  if  then  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  fure  that  their  report  would  have  juflificd  the  fuf- 
penfion, it  was  a  fair  inference  to  fay,  that  they  had  that  honourable 
gentleman's  authority  for  faying,  that  the  fituation  of  the  country  re- 
quired the  meafure.     It  was  upon  this  very  principle  that  he  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill  without  making  any  preface.     It  was 
becaufe  the  propriety  of  the  meafure  was  too  obvious  to  render  proof 
neceffary.     What  farther  proof  could  be  neceffary  after  they  had 
feen  what  paffed  in  Ireland,  when  they  knew  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  their  hopes  of  fuccefs  againfi  us  were  founded  upon 
the  chance  of  finding  fome  fortunate  moment  to  affift  our  domefiic 
traitors,  when  they  knew  that  it  was  through  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus,  that  the  plans  of  thofe  traitors  had  been  detected, 
whofe  confeffions  feemed  td  have  made  fuch  a  change  in  gentlemen's 
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opinions— when  they  knew  all  thofc  circumftanccs,  they  muft  feci 
that  there  was  no  necefiity  for  a  Secret  Committee  to  examine  eyi- 
denpe  to  prove  the  expediency  of  the  meafure.  A  time  might,  and 
he  hoped  would  come,  during  t^e  prefent  feffion,  when,  through 
the  medium  of  a  Secret  Committee,  the  public  might  be  put  in 
pofleiTion  (as  far  as  was  confident  with  fafety)  of  many  circum- 
ilances,  of  which  they  now  could  have  no  conception—- Circum- 
fiances,  which  would  more  fully  difplay  that  fyftem  of  treafon 
which  had  been  carried  on,  and  which  would  difplay  thofe  links  by 
which  Irifh  traitors  were  conne6ted  with  traitorous  focieties  in  this 
^  country.  But  at  prefent  he  (hould  be  afhamed  to  think  that  they 
(hould  have '  recourfe  to  a  Secret  Committee,  to  juftify  them  in 
adopting  a  meafure,  of  the  expediency  of  which  they  were  at  this 
moment  fo  perfectly  convinced.  Thofe  inquiries  to  which  he  had 
alluded  might,  at  another  time,  and  for  anotlier  purpofe,  take  place  ; 
but  in  the  mean  time,  gentlemen  were  not  to  fqppofe  that  thofe 
fadts  did  not  exid,  bccaufe  they  were  not  now  brought  forward. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  explained,  as  did  Mr.  Alderman 
COMBE. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
now  let  the  Houfe  into  his  intentions :  it  now  appeared  that  this 
fufpenlion  was  to  be  made  into  a  fyftem.  He  faid,  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  unjufUy  charged  him  with  having  always 
reprefented'that  no  danger  exifted,  whereas  he  had  lad  year  voted 
for  the  fufpeniion  of  this  bill,  on  the  ground  of  his  apprehenfion  of 
danger. 

Mr»  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  did  not  allude  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  particular,  but  to  other  gentlemen  with  whom  he 
ufed  10  vlQ,  and  who  had  uniformly  held  the  language  he  had 
defcribcd. 

The  Houfe  then  divided — For  the  bill,  96;  Againfi  it,  6. 
Majority,  90. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  rofe  to  move  for  a  bill  for  granting 
beriefits  to  volunteer  corps,  which  were  embodied  not  merely  for  the 
defence  of  one  fpot,  but  whofe  fcrvices  extended  to  the  diftrid  in 
which  they  were.  He  faid  there  was  one  duty  which  he  had  been 
anxious  to  perform,  and  no  time  feemed  more  fit  for  it  than  the  pre- 
fent, and  that  was,  to  make  the  acknowledgements  of  the  country  to 
the  country,  for  the  unequalled  zeal  and  energy  which  it  had  mani- 
feftcd.  The  Houfe  gould  not  but  recoUc^^  that  about  twelve 
months  ago  the  country  was,  he  would  not  fay  in  a  panic,  but  cer- 
uinly  in  expedtation  that  the  enemy  would  make  an  attempt  ta  in- 
vade this  country.     The  period  be  alluded  to  was  juft  after  the  riip- 
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ture  of  the  negotiations  at  Lifle.  The  whole  of  the  force  which 
at  that  tispc  exifted  in  thi$  country,  amounted  in  infantry,  in  regu- 
lar militia,  volunteers,  &c.  to  84,000  men  ;  the  cavalry,  regulars, 
volunteers  and  yeomanry  amounted  to  about  20,000,  making  the 
whole  number  of  armed  men  in  this  country  at  that  time  1 04,000. 
But  in  confequence  of  the  threats  of  the  enemy,  the  people  of  Eng- 
land felt  that  they  oughr  to  teach  the  enem"^,  that  any  attempt  to 
invade  this  country  would  be  followed  by  the  total  deftrudion  of  the 
invaders,  and  the  mode  which  Englifhtnen  took  to  teach  that  leflbn 
to  the  enemy,  was  to  put  themfelves  in  a  poAure  of  the  moft  com- 
plete defence.  Since  that  period,  out  of  the  force  which  he  had 
mentioned,  about  2,000  men  had  been  captured  at  OAend,  who, 
having  efFeded  the  purpofes  of  the  expedition,  had  been  prevented 
by  the  weather  from  re-embarking.  Belides  thefe,  a  body  of  5,000 
men  had  been  fent  to  India.  It  had  been  judged  right  to  fend 
3500  upon  a  fccret  expedition  into  the  Mediterranean.  In  addi- 
tion to  all  thefe,  this  country  had  fpared  no  fewer  than  25,000 
men  to  the  aifiilance  of  Ireland,  making  together  a  body  of  above 
35,000  men  out  of  the  1041000  he  had  mentioned.  He  had 
now,  however,  the  happinefs  to  ftate,  notwithftanding  fo  large  a 
body  had  been  fent  out  of  the  kingdom,  that  this  country  was,  by 
the  mod  unparalleled  exertions,  prutcded  by  the  zeal  and  courage 
of  240,000  men  in  arms.  If  the  country  remained  true  to  irfelf 
r»if  it  kept  up  that  zeal  which  it  had  hitherto  difplayed,  he  would 
announce  with  confidence,  that  it  would  remain  in  a  (late  of  impreg- 
nable fecurity.  He  (lated  this  with  the  (incereft  fatisfadion,  and 
he  confidered  it  as  a  proud  day  for  England  that  he  was  able  to 
flate  it.  That  we  were  in  this  proud  fituation  was  due  to  the  Peo* 
plo  themfelves — to  them  alone  the  merit  belonged.  They  had 
ihewn  by  their  condudl  that  they  were  determined  to  proteA  dicir 
Conftitution  and  thofe  laws  under  which  they  had  enjoyed  fo  much 
happinefs.  He  had  faid,  we  were  in  a  Aate  of  impregnabU  fecurity  : 
he  would  not  have  ufed  fuch  ftrong  words,  if  he  had  not  confidered 
the  nature  of  the  force  by  which  we  were  defended.  Protedled  as 
we  now  were,  he  certainly  looked  upon  the  idea  of  invafion  with 
derilion.  But  he  wifhed  no  man  to  infer  from  his  prefent  fecurity, 
that  the  continuance  of  his  zeal  and  of  his  exertions  were  not  ne- 
ceffary. 

At  prefent  every  part  of  the  country  was  amply  fupplied  with 
forces  to  refift  any  attempt  which  .the  enemy  might  venture  to 
make.  This  was  the  ftate  of  the  remoter  parts  of  the  country — In 
the  Southern  diftri£l  there  were  above  32,000  men,  under  the 
command  of  that  able  veteran.  Sir  Charles  Grey.     In  the  Eaftem 
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diftrid  there  were  no  lefs  than  80,000  inen,  under  the  connmand 
of  another  moft  able  General.     Befides  thefe,  the  forces  were  ar- 
ranged in  fuch  a  manner,  that  in  two  or  thrte  days  time,  the  forces 
in  rhefc   diftrids  might    be  augmented   by  above  20,000  men. 
This  was  the  fituation  of  the  country  with  refpeft  to  its  defcncc- 
Thc  country  was  determined  to  remain  free,  and   it  refted  for  de- 
fence upon  its  own  fpirit  and  determination.     When  upon  former 
occafions  he  had  moved  for  fome  of  the  bills  for  arming  the  people, 
fome  gentlemen  exprefled  a  little  alarm  at  putting  arms  into  their 
hands.     He  faid  then,  what  he  was  convinced  was  true,  that  by 
far,  very  far  the  greater  body  of  the  people  were  found  :  and  be- 
fides,  he  knew  that  thd  bed  way  to  make  men  feel  a  Ipve  for  their 
country  was  to  put  th<^m  in  a  way  to  defend  it.     He  was  fure  that 
at  the  time  this  fyftem  of  arming  began,  many  men  had  not  the 
fame  feelings  which  they  had  now  ;  but  by  having  the  means  of 
defending  the  cotlntry  put  into  their  hands,  they  bad  learnt  to  value 
It.     This  had  contributed  much  to  that  fortunate  and  happy  change 
upon  which  they  congratulated  each  other.     He  concluded  with 
moving.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  exempting  per- 
fons  ferving  in  volunteer  corps  from  being  balloted  for  the  fopple- 
mentary  militia  under  conditions. 

Honourable  E.  BOUVERIE  exprefled  a  wifli  that  care  (hould 
be  taken  that  this  bill  did  not  interfere  with  the  fupplementaiy 
militia.  ' 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  thanked  the  rigfit  honourable  gen- 
tleman for  the  compliment  he  had  paid  the  country.  He  then  de- 
fcribed  a  corps  to  which  he  belonged,  and  which  he  thought  entitled 
to  the  exemptions  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  pro- 
pofed.  .     ' 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  from  the  defcription  which 
the  honourable  Baronet  had  given  of  the  corps,  he  fuppofed  it  would 
fall  within  the  exemptions. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  thd  bill,  and  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas  and  the  Secretary  at  Wat  were  ordered  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  fame* 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  con(ider  farther  of  the  bill  for  taxing  income  in  an  equal 
manner,  Mr.  J.  Smith  in  the  chair. 

The  loth,  nth,  and  I2th  claufes  were  read  and  agreed  to, 
after  fome  amendments  in  diiferent  rules,  in  the  difcuflfion  of  which 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr.  Attorney  General; 
Mr.  Simeon,  and  Sir  W.  Geary,  took  part. 
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The  rule  refpe6ling  the  criterion  of  eftimating  the  income  of 
farms  was  the  principal  topic  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Com* 
mittee  was  direded,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  income  (hould  not 
be  taken  at  Icfs  than  one-half,  or  at  more  than  two-thirds,  where  the 
rent  was  under  300I.  nor  at  lefs  than  three-fifths,  or  at  more  than 
three-fourths,  where  it  exceeded  300I. 

When  the  13th  claufe  came  to  be  coniidered,  Mr.  Chancellor 
Pitt,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Wigley,  propofed,  in  confcquencc 
of  the  latenefs  of  the  hour,  that  the'Committee  (hould  defer  the  dif- 
cuffion,  and  report  progrefs.  The  Houfe  being  refumcd,  progrefs 
was  accordingly  reported,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  Committee 
(hould  refume  the  farther  confideration  next  day. 

Mr.  HUSKISSON  brought  up  the  bill  for  exempting  certain 
volunteers  from  ferving  in  the  militia.  Read  a  firft,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time  next  day. 

After  fome  (hort  obfervations  from  Mr.  Chancellor  ritt,  Mr. 
Wigley,  and  the  Speaker,  refpedihg  the  printing  of  the  report  oa 
the  bill  for  a  general  tax  upon  income,  and  the  confixferation  of  i^ 
pn  Wcdnefday  next,  the  Houfe  adjourned. 
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An   ACCOMPT  of  all  Additions  which  have  been  made  to 

the  Annual  Charge   of  thc^UBLIC  DEBT,  by  the  Intcrcft 

or  Annuities  of  any  Loan  that  hath  been  made,  or  Annuities 

created,  fubfequent  to  the  pafling  of  an  A&.  27  Geo.  III.  Cap. 

1 3  ;  as  required  by  the  7  2d  SeSion  of  the  faid  A&, :  and  alfo, 

of  the  Produce  of  the  fcveral  Duties,  granted  for  defraying  the 

Charge  incurred  in  refped  of  the  fame  ;  in  the  Year  ended  the 

loth  Dayof  Odobcr  1798. 


An  ACCOMPT  of  all  Additions  which  have  been  made  to 
the  Annual  Charge  of  the  PUBLIC  DEBT,  by  the  Intetcft 
or  Annuities  for  or  on  Account  of  any  Loan  which  hath  been 
made,  or  any  Annuities  which  have  been  created,  fubfequent 
to  the  pafTing  of  an  Aft  of  the  27  th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his 
prefent  Majcfty,  intituled,  "  An  A&  for  repealing  the  fevcral 
*'  Duties  of  Cuftoms  and  Excife,  and  granting  other  Duties  in 
"  lieu  thereof,  and  for  applying  the  faid  Duties,  together  with 
"  other  Duties  compofing  the  Public  Revenue ;  for  permitting 
the  Importation  of  certain  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandize, 
the  Produce  or  Manufaflure  of  the  European  Dominions  of 
the  French  King,  into  this  Kingdom  \  and  for  applying  cer- 
"  tain  unclaimed  Monies  remaining  in  the  Exchequer  for  the 
•*  Payment  of  Annuities  on  Lives,  to  the  Redudion  of  the 
«  National,  Debt.*' 

By  virtue  of  an  aft  29  Geo.  III.  the  fum  of  187,000!. 
was  raifed  by  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  7I.  95. 9d. 
per  cent,  per  annum,  for  the  term  of  x8|  years,  from 
the  jthof  April  1789,  and  then  to  ceafc  ;  which  an- 
nuities were  direfted  by  the  faid  aft  to  be  added  to, 
and  made  one  joint  flock  with,  certain  annuities, 
granted  by  two  ads  of  the  i8th  and  i9tb  years  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  Majcfty,  payable  half-yearly  at  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  charged  upon  the  confolidated 
fui]d  ;  the  amount  whereof,  with  the  charges  of  .ma-  £.  u  tL 
nagement  for  the  fame,  for  the  year  ended  the  loth 
of  Oftobcr  1798,  —  141I59     ^  10  . 

By  virtue  of  one  other  aft  of  the  fame  feflion,  the  fum  of 
1,002,5001.  was  direfted  to  be  raifed  by  annuities  on 
lives,  with  the  benefit  of  furvivorlhip,  diftributed  into 
claffes,  and  to  be  paid  at  the  Exchequer,  and  charged 
(jpon  the  cofolidated  fund  (but  by  certain  pcrfonsneg- 
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ledUng  to  toifiplete  their  whok  payments  a  deficiescv 
was  occafioned^  whereby  the  fum  on  which  the  annni- 
des  were  eranted  amoanted  to  the  fum  of  1 9002,09^!.) 
part  of  which  faid  annuities,  by  aa  afV  of  the  50th 
year  of  his  (aid  Majefty's  reign,  were  converted  into 
annoities-for  a  certain  term  of  6q\  years,  from  the 
lotb  of  O^bcr  1790,  and  were  Qird^Ved  by  the  faid 
a^  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with, 
certain  annuities  granted  by  two  ads  of  Parliament  of 
the  firft  and  fecond  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
Majcfty,  and  fevenl  foUeqoent  a^,  payable  at  the 
Bauc  of  England,  viz. 

The  charge  for  the  anodities  on  lires, 
psryable  at  the"^  Excheooer,  or  one       £,      /.    d. 
yisar«from  the  lothof  OAober  1797 
to  lOChOAober  1708  —       42«S6|     i    o 

WheiCQf  has  been  refbnred  at  the  Esc- 
dieqner  lor  the  ofe  of  the  Pnblic, 
tad  carried    to  the  oonfolidatcd  . 
fiinds  iA  lefpcA  of  the  iiomiiiees  ap- 
poiiittd  by  ttieCom- 
miiEoiiers     of   the 
Tcea&ry,   for  the     £.     t.    i* 
^piarter  ended  the  5th 
of  Janoanr  1708       12,205    ^  '^ 

Refervedalto  at  theEx« 
cfaoquer,  to  he  carried 
to*  the  coniblidated 
fond,  fi>r  the  quarter 
ended  the  5th  of  July 
1798       —       —  12.196.    3    4 

■-  i4t4-0«    4    * 

Whereby  the  charge  to  the  Public  is 
ledncedto       —       -.       .*       1^,460  \i  10 

The  charge  for  annui- 
ties and  managementi 

rayable  at  the  Bank  of 

l^gjaiMJ^  for'annuidn 

to  continoe  69}  years, 

for  one  year,  ended  £\      t*    d4 

the  xoth  of  OAober 

1798  -  -  24,639  72 
The  chargemcnned  by 

Geoige  Atwoody  £f^. 

infpector  of  Tontta 

certificates,  to  defray 

the  expence  attending 

the  execntion  of  the 

dboTO-nkntioned  alts 

ofPariialnent    —  700    o    o 

The  charge  for   the 

ckrka  in  the  office  of 

Voi.  VII.  3  A 
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the  cletk  of  the  Pdj^ 
lor  tbeir   fervice  in 
^ecoting     the    fidd 
adbp  for   one  year,      £.    u    i* 
ended  the  loth  OQo- 
ber  1798        -        '*     880.  00 
The  charge  for  necef- 
farips  furniflied  by  the 
Ulher   of    the    Ex- 
checpier  to  the  officers 

for  managing    thcfe  £•     .u.d* 

annuities     -        -         420    8    9I  .1      *  . 

.. 26»639  xj  ii} 

4S»'QO  »*    9$ 

59,159  t  J    7f 
Surplus  of  this  fund  for  the  year  ended  the  16th  of 

OAober  1798        —  —  ^  — . .  57,7x1   13.5 


116,981     9    o| 


An  ACCOMPT  of  the  Produce  of  the  Duties  impofed  for  the 
Purpofc  of  defraying  the  increafed  Charge  occafioned  by  the 
Annuities  granted  iti  purfuance  of  the  following  Adts,  viz. 
An  Act  of  the  29th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prcfcnt  Majcfly, 
intituled,  '*  An  A£l  for  raifing  a  certain  Sum  of  Money  by 
"  Way  of  Annuities  ;"  and  of  one  other  A3  of  the  fame  Sef- 
iion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  ^'  An  A6V  for  raiiing  a  certain 
"  Sum  of  Money  by  Way"  of  Annuities,,  attended  with  the  Bc- 
'*  nefit  of  Survivorfhip,  in  Clafles  \"  Part  of  which  Annuities 
were^  by  an  A(\  30  Geo.  III.  Cap.  45,  converted  into.  An- 
nuities for  an  abfolute  Term  of  Years,  viz.  . 

The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  horfes,  granted 

from  the  5th  of  July  1789,  for  one  year,  to  the  loch 

ofOAoberi798  i—  -—  — 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  carriages,  granted  from 

ditto,  for  the  fame  time        —  —  — 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  newfpapers,  granted 

from  the  xft  of  Auguft  1 789,  for  the  fame  time 
Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  advertifements,  ditto 
Ditto  of  the  additional  duty  on  cards,  ditto  — » 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duty  on  dice,  ditto  — 

Ditto  of  the  duties  on  legacies  or  ihares  of  perfonal 

eftates,  ditto  — .  _  — 

Ditto  of  the  duties  on  probates  of  willsi  ditto        - 
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By  Virtue  of  an  AA  33  Geo.  III.  the  Sum  of  4y5^oo»oool.  was 
Wiowed  (or  the  Service  of  the  Year  1793  ;  the  Contributors 
whereof  were  entitled,  for  every  72I.  contributed  and  paid,  to 
xool.  Capital  Stock,  after  die  Rate  of  3I.  per  Centum  per 
Annum,  amounting  to  6,250,000!.,  and  to  be  added  to,  and 
made  One  Joint  Stock  with,  the  3L  per  Centum  Annuities^ 
oonfdidated  by-Adts  25,  28,  29,  32,  and  33  Geo.  II.,  and 
feveral  fubfeqqeiit  A6b,  and  to  commence  from  the  5th  of  Ja-^ 
nuaiy  1793. 

The  chaige  in  refpeft  of  the  fame,  for  one  year*!  annuity      £*      1.    d» 
wad  managenieatsWkMints  to     — >  —        i90,3ta  xo<  o 

In porfoance  of  an  aA  32Geo.IIL  cap.^^.  direfting 
the  ooe-hondiedth  part  of  any  loan  or  capital  ftock 
created  after  the  pafling  the  faid  a6t.  there  is  fet  aoart 
at  the  Exchequer^  in  refpeA  of  the  laid  capitu  of 
6,35o,oooL»  and  iffaed  quarterly  to  the  fiank  of 
Engbnd,  to  be  by  them  pbced  to  the  accoont  cS  the 
Cotnmiffionen  for  redacing  the  National  Debt,  the 
annual  fom  of       —  —  —       •»        52»;oo    o    o 


vfzfi'xi  10    o 


An  ACCOMPT  of  the  Produce  of  the  Duties  direded  by  an 
Aa  33  Geo.  in.  to  be  applied  in  Aid  of  the  ConfoUdated 
Fund,  in  rdpe A  to  the  Chaige  thereupon  by  the  Annuity  and 
Management  on  6,250,000!.,  papble  out  of  the  faid  Fund, 
viz. 

m 

The  prodoce  of  the  additkmal  dntiet  on  Britifli  fpiriu       £•      s*    dm 
continued  by  the  above-mentioned  aft,  in  die  year 
ended  the  loth  of  Oftober  1798        —  —        86,949    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  foreign  ^nritt,  con- 
tinned  by  ditto,  for  the  fame  time        —        —        130,^14    o    o 


217,463    o    o 
Deficiency  of  this  fund  to  anfwer  the  chaige        35t349  10    o 

3$2,8l3    10     O 


3  A  a 
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By  Virtue  of  an  A&  34  Geo.  lU.  the  Sum  of  1  x  ,ood,ooo].  wat 
borrowed  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  i794»  upon  the  following 

Terms,  viz. 

•  • .  «     •   .         ■ 

T^ie  contributors  tob^  cwtitkj,  for  every  lobl.  cbfttH-  ^ 

buted  and  paid,  to  locH.  capftaf,  at  5I.  pd*  centtfnt'per  ^^'' 

vtmntA,  to  cofflmence  from  die  rth  of  Jkuiiat^  i794* 
to  bo  adUed  |o,  afi4  tnade  one  joint  fioek  w^di»  tbe. 
5!*  per  cent,  annuities,  confoUdated  by  a<^-3$t  28, 
ao,  32,  and  33Geo.II.  and  revend  fuD(k[uefit  i^;  .    J^»      /•    J, 
wiiich  for  one  year,  ended  the  5th  day  of  July  I798*»« 
with  4«9;ol,  per  annum  for  management,  amounts  to  3j[4»9(o    o    o 

And  10  aii.^ditional  capimi  of  25!.  at  4!.  per'ctnt*  pe^ 
amum^  to  commence  from  the  1  oth  of  O^ober  I79|# 
making  a^capital  ftock  of  2,750,000!.  tobe added  to^ 
and  made  one  joint  ftoek  with,  the  capital  flock  of  ^« 
per  cent.  annuities»eftaUi(hed  by  two  a(ts  of  the  a  tiC/ 
and  2  2d  years  of  the  reign  of  His  prefeni  Ma(jcily,  and'  . 

feveral  fubfeqaent  a& ;  which  for  one  year's  annuity* 
together  with  if^t/l.  ios«  for  chacges  of  manage- 
ment* due  tothOoobcr  1798,  amounts  to        <-..      iri»f3.7  to    o 

And  alfo  to  a«  annuity  of  i  is.  5d.  per  cent*  on  the' (aid 
J  i«QCo»oool.  to  commence  from  the  faid  loth  of  Oc^ 
t«^r  1793^  to  continae  for  the  term  of  66|  years, 
and  ^o  be  added  to  the  joint  ftock  of  annuities,  which 
by  two  a^is  of  the  ift  and  2d  years  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  were  granted  for  09  add  08  years, 
from  the  5  th  of  January  1761,  and  the  5  th  oi  January 
1762  refpcdtively,  amd  then  to  ceafe ;  which  annuity 
for  one  year,  togetficrwitb  7b6L  8s;  i|d.  {brcb^rgea 
of  management,  dae-ioihotOdober  1798,  aniountt 
to       —  -•  _  ^  ^       61^^    I     ji 

In  porfaance  of  the  aA  32  Geo.  III.  dire^ng  the  one- 
hundredth  part  of  any  loan  or  capital  dock'  created 
after  paiHng  the  faid  a^,  there  is  fet  apart  at  the  Ex- 
chequer, in  refped^of  the  faid  ii,ooo,oool«  in  3!.  per 
cent,  annuities,  aUd  Iffbed' quarterly  t6  the  Banlc  of 
England,  to  be  by  ibK  a  carried  to  the  aecount'of  the 
Commifliooers  for  leUucing  the  National  Debt,  the 
annual  fum  of        —      •  —  —  —        uo^coo    o    o 

And  in  rcfpeflof  the  capital  of  2,750,0001.  ii^  4I.  per 
cent,  annuities,  crc;;tcd  by  the  (aid  a<fl  34.  Geo.  III. 
the  farther  annual  fum  of       —  .—        --.         27,500    o    o 

And  alfo  in  refpe^l  of  the  future  annual  value  of  the 
dnnuttiei  granted  for  6tiJ years,  at  the  end  of  45  ycar#, 
the  farther  annual  fu  01  oi        —         —  —        9,6^0    e    o 

Ifytwoa^s  34  Geo.  III.  for  gran  ing 
aonutact  in  lieu  of  Navy  and  Vu-^ 

tu ailing  fiilU,  fuch   proprietors  of  « 

Navy  and  Vi^ii ailing  Bills  ai  wrco 
nSade  out  on  or  bclorr  ihc   y[[  of 


Ma>cb  1 793«  who  (hould  ddiver  op 
their  billi  to  be  cancelled^  were  to 
be  entitkdf  fi»r  cveiy  xooL  con- 
fSiided  in  filch  bills^  to  a  capitid  of 
lOfk  ib  amiQitiflt,  at  eU  percent* 
per  aaaom^  to  be  added  to»  ai»i 
aiade  ozie  joint  ftock  with^  certain 
cl.  per  cent,  annnitiet,  eftablifiied 
oy  two  a^  of  the  a4th  and  2  cth 
years  of  the  reign  of  his  prelent 
Majeftjy  and  to  comneace  from  the 
5th  or  January  1 294»  whereby  an 
addition  wu  nune  to  the  iaid  ca- 
pital ftock  of  cL  per  centoin  auno- 
itki»  granted  hy  the  laid  a^  i^sh  - 
and  25th  Georlll.  of  i, ^26,^2 cU 
,  &2S,  ed.  The  annuity  payable  ior 
the  ume^  together  wim'866L  28a.       £».     s.    dm 

•  S^d.ibrdt^nagement^foi'oncyear, 

amoonu  to        -*--«-*       ->*-     97»i93    4'    3\ 

In  parfdanoe  of  the  above-mentioned 
aft  of  the  jad  Geo.  IIL  diretling 
the  one-handrcdth  part  of  any  loan 
or  capital  ftock  created  in  rcipeft  of 
tlie  faidTaA,  there  is  fct  apart  at  the 
Excheqaer,  in  reipeA  of  the  faid 
capital  of  Xs9z6»$25i.  i2s.  5d.  and 
liTiied  quarterly  to  the  fiaiik  of 
England »  to  be  by  them,  carried  to  ^ 

•  the  account  of  the  Comnuffioncrs 
for  rcjducing  the  National  I>ebt»  the 

-    annual  fumuf       —  —         191265     50* 

,    .  116,45s     9     i\ 

773*3^4    o    9 

Surplus  of  this  fund  for  the  year  ended  the  loth  of 
4>^t«>bcr  1798  •—  —  —         167,019  \i     t| 

9;o,5+3   12   io| 
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• 

The  Produce  of  the  following  Duties,  granted  or  continued  by 
fundry  A&b  of  Parliament  of  clie  34th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his 
prefent  Majefly,  for  defraying  the  jncreafed  Ch^ifgp  on  the  Con- 
foltdated  Fund  by  Annuities,  &c.  ^fhtblifliedbyfeveiat  Ads 
34  Geo.  III.  for  One  Year,  ended  the  loth  Day  of  Oi^ober  ^ 

1798.  '     .     • 

% 

The  net  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  Britifh      £,      im    d^ 
fpirits,  granted  from  2  ift  Febroar^  1794      .    —        87,65$    b    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  foieign  (pirits,  granted 
from  ditto        —  —  .—  —        127,23$  *  o    s 

Ditto  of  th<e  i^arop  duties  on  indentures  of  clerkflijps  to 
folicitors  and  attornies,  granted  from  the  5th  of  F^ 
bruary  1794        —  —  — .  _.        16,760.    x     4, 

Ditto  ot  the  additional  duties  of  excifeoa  bricks  and  1 

tiles,  granted  from  the  28th  of  March  1794  48976s/  o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  of  cuftoms  on  bricks  and 

tiles,  granted  from  ditto  —  —  —        167    9    4 

Ditto  of  the  add  itional  duties  on  gtafs,  granted  from  the 

17th  of  April  1794  — i  —.  —       43«5^    ®    ^ 

Ditto  of  the  duties  on  ilate,  fton^  and  marble,  granted 

from  ;th  July  1794        —  —  ^         —  ^ZAU  ^8    6 

Ditto  of  the  duties  of  excife  on  diftiilenes,  and  on  li- 
cences to  diftiilers  in  Scotland  (after  deducing  there- 
from 27,000!.,  part  of  the  annual  fum  of  36,0001.)      112,212  i^    o 

IXtto  of  the  duties  of  excife  on  paper,      £•      /.    d, 
^    granted  from  5th  April  1794  159,961    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  cuftom  duties  on  ditto         79699  10  xi 

167,660  10  II 
Dedua 
The  annual  direAed  by  an  adl  34  Geo. 
III.  cap.  2o.  to  be  fet  apart  ouif 
of.^thele  duties,  and  carried  to  the 
confolidated  fund  *—  75f0oo    00 

• '—   92,666  10  If 

The  produce  of  the  duties  on  fugar        ...      274,877  16    4f 

Ditto  of  the  (lamp  duties  on  certificates  ifiued  for  killing 
game        ^        —        —        _         -        —       17,438     I     3 

Ditto  of  the  duties  on  bills  and  receipts  (after  deducing 

1 2  8,6ool.  per  annum,  carried  to  the  confolidated  fund)  44,971     7     8 

Ditto  of  the  I  ol.  percent,  on  afiefled  taxes         — •  S^»37^  ^*    ^i 
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By  ViTtue  of  an  A&  35  Geo.  III.  the  Sum  of  18,600,000!. 
'  was  borrowed  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1795  5  the  Contri- 
butors whereof  were  entitled^  for  every  lool.  contributed  and 
paid,  to  looI,  Stock  in  Annuities,  at  3I.  per  Cent,  to  com- 
mence from  the  5th  «f  January  1795,  and  to  be  incorporated 
into,  and  made  One  Joint  Stock  with,  the  3K  per  Cent.  Confe- 
lidated  Annuities,  which  were  granted  by  Afls  25,  28,  29,  32, 
and  33  Geo.  II.  and  by  feveral  fubfequent  Ads  ;  and  alfo  to 
33I.  6s.  8d»  in  Annuities,  at  4I.  per  Cent,  to  commence  from 
the  loth  of  October  1794,  and  to  be  added  to,  and  made  One 
Joint  Stock  with,  certain  4I.  per  Cent.  Annuities,  £(labli(hed  by 
Two  A6ls  of  Parliament  of  the  20th  and  21ft  Years  of  his  pre- 
fent  Majefty's  Reign,  and  feveral  fubfequent  A£)s  ;  and  by  the 
faid  AA  alfo  a  farther  Annuityof  8s«  6d.  per  Cent,  per  Annum, 
for  a  certain  Term  of  65^  Years,  to  commence  from  the  loth 
of  Odober  1794  ;  and  alfo,  by  one  other  Aft  of  the/amc  Sef- 
fion,  to  an  additional  Annuity  of  is.  per  Cent,  per  Annum  from 
the  fame  Time,  and  for  the  fame  Term,  making  together  9s.  6d. 
per  Cent,  per  Annum,  and  to  be  together  incorporated  into,  and 
made  One  Joint  Stock  with,  certain  Annuities,  which  were 
granted  for  99  and  98  Years^  from  the  5^1  of  January  1761 
and  the  5th  of  January  1762  (and  then  to  ceafe)  andwere.mad^ 
One  Joint  Stock  of  Annuities,  with  certain  other  Annuities,  by 
divers  A&s  of  His  Majefty's  Reign :  All  which  feveral  Asnut- 
ties,  and  the  Ct^fges  attending  the  fame,  are  cbaiged  upon,  and 
made  payable  out  of,  the  Confolidated  Fund,  vl^. 

w 

The  annaal  charge  in  lefpeft  of  1 89000,000!.  at  31.  per 
cent,  per  annam,  gnntfcd  by  the  laid  a6^  cfommeric&ig       ^.       /•    'dm 
from  the  5th  January  ty^^indading  8,iool«  per 
annom  for  managieDient,  amounts  to        -         ^        548,100    o    o 

The  annual  charge  of  the  (aid  4L  per  cent,  annuities  of 
3^1. 6s.  8d.  for  each  lOoL  contribated,  makiag  a  ca-  * 

pical  of  6,ooo,oool.,  commencing  ftom,  the  loth  of 
Odober  1794,  incladiog  2,7001*  per  annum  for  mar       .    . 
nagement^  amounts  to        — -  ^-        -^^        242,700    o    # 

The  annual  charge  of  98. 6<]»  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
faidXi8flOoo,oooU  commcocmg  from  the  (aid  loth  of 
Odober  4794,  to  contmae  65I  years,  including 961I. 
i7s.-5d«for  management,  amounts  to        •         -        86,461- 17    A 

The  one-hundredth  part  of  the  faid  i8,ooo,ooo|,  to  be 
•iet  apart  ;i€  the  Exchequer,  and  iflued  to  the  Bank  of 
Ehglandji  to  be.by  them  carried  to  the  account  of  the 
Commiffioners  for  reducing  the  Nationl  pebt,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  a^  32  Geo.  III.  will  amount  to  the  an- 
nual fum  of -  i8o,oco    •    • 
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The  one-handredth  mrt  of  the  faid  dyOoo^oool.  in  4!.       ^«      u    d* 
per  cent,  vmoides,  to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Exeheqoer* 
and  iflbed-  to  the  ^uxk»  to  be  carried  to  the  aceoant  of 
the  faid  Commiifioners,  will  anionnt  to  the  annual 
fam  of  —    .       —  -i—  —  6o»ooo    o    • 

The  snnnal  fum  to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Ezchegoer,  to  be 

•  iflued  to  the  Bank,  and  to  be  cankd  to  the  account 

of  (he  faid  Coinnuffionen«  in  refped  of  the  vaule  of 

the  annuities  granted  for  65}  years^  at  the  end  of 

4f  yean, amounts  to        -«.  «.  .^         ^^J^l%    o    o 


By  an  «ft  5;  Geo.  III.  for  granting 
annuities  tofatisfy  Navy  and  Viftu* 
ailing  Bills,  to  luch  proprietors  of 
Navy  and  ViAualling  Bilu  as  were 
made  out  on  or  before  the  56th  of 
September  170 J«  who  (honld  dc« 
Urer  up  their  biUs  to  be  amceQed. 
were  entitled^  ^or  erery  looL  con- 
tained in  fnch  biUs,  to  a  capital  of 
108I.  in  annuitiegj  after  the  rate  of 
5!.  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  com* 
mence  from  the  5th  January  1795  \ 
and  to  be  added  to«  and  made  one 
joint  ftock  with,  certain  annuities, 
cftablifhed  by  the  a£b  24^251  and 
3^  years  of  His  Majefty's  re^« 
whereby  an  addition  was  made  p 
the  capital  of  5I.  per  cent,  annuities^ ' 
granted  by  the  (aid  adb,  of 
i>6o9,897h  17a.  id«:  die  annnd  ^«  #•  4^ 
fum  payable  in  xefpeft  of  the  lame 
amounts  to        —        — .        — .     801494  17  10 

And  for  management  of  the  fiime«  the 
annualfumof       —         —  7*4    9    « 


i»ilOK)96  17    6 


tr«ai9    6  ti 

The  annual  fum  to  be  ftt  apart  St  the 
Exchequer,  in*  leipeft  ot  the  one* 
hundredth  part  of  the  find  capital  sX, 
i,6oo«897L  17s.  id.  pnrfuant  to 
the  aoovt-mentioned  an  of  the  3a 
Geo.  III.  will  amount  to        •         16^8  19    6 


'I""    ■   97^348    'B    J 


^"7i4«|    3  »« 

Surplus  of  this  fund  in  the  year  eiided  the  loth  of 

Oftobcr  1798        —  —  —  82,082     X     loj 
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m 

The  Produce  of  the  following  Duties  granted  by  fundiy  Afl«  of 
Parliament  of  the  35th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Ma-. 
je%,  for  defraying  the  increafed  Charge  on  the  Confolidatcd 
Fund,  in  refpe£l  of  the  Annuities^  &c.  edabliflied  by  the  Adls 
35  Geo.  IIL  from  the  5th  day  of  July  1795,  for  One  Year, 
ended  the  xoth  of  Odtober  1798. 

The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  wines*  from  the 

23d  February  179J        —      —  —         389,9j;8    o    o 

Dittoof  the  a<kicional  duty  on  fweets»  from  ditto  59^83    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  Britiih  fpirits*  from 
ditto         -—  —  —  *-        86«2X4    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  foreign  fpirits*  from 
dittto        -  —  .^  ....        .^       ^*TfiOj    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  tea,  from  x6th  March 

»79$  —  —  —  _  X94»i3a    5    * 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  coffee  and  cocoa  nuts, 

from  ditto        —  —  —  —  23,777    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  duties  on  fruit,  fallad  oil,  wade  filk,  &c. 
from  5th  April  179^        _  _  —        106,876  13  xi{ 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duty  on  the  exportation  of  rock 
(idt  and  coals,  from  ditto        —         -*-        —  18,254    o     o 

Ditto  of  the  duties  on  certificates  iflned  for  ufing 

hair-powder,  from  5th  May  1 795        -         —        > 57*^78    6    3 

'Ditto of  the  additional  damp  duties  on  writs,  ag^ee« 

ments,  indentures,  &c.  from  5th  July  1795  3^»777  '^     3 

Ditto  of  the  additional  ftamp  duties  on  receipts,  ice* 

from  ditto        —  —  — -  —         7,278    3    5 

Ditto  of  the  damp  duty  on  fea  infurances,  from  ditto     96,059    8    9 

Caih  brought  to  this  accompt  from  the  revenue  of  the 
Poft-office,  on  40,0001.  per  annum,  purfuant  to  an 
aft  3  7  Geo.  III.  cap.  i8«  for  one  year,  ended  the 
lOthOdiober  1798  — -  *-  —        4o>ooo    o    o 

The  produce  of  the  duties  on  fpirit  licences         -        24,601  xo    • 

x»309»497    5    91 


Vol.  VII.  3  B 


37©  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

By  Virtue  of  an  A(\  36  Geo.  III.  the  Sum  of  1 8,ooo,oool.  was 
borrowed  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1796*  the  Contributon 
whereof  were  entitled,  for  every  lool.  contributed  and  paid,  to 
lool.  Stocki  in  3I.  per  Cent.  Confolidated  Annuities,  and  to  an 
additional  Stock  of  2ol.  in  like  3I.  per  Cent.  Confolidated  An- 
nuities; the  Whole  to  commence  from  the  5th  of  July  1795, 
and  to  be  confolidated  and  made  One  Joint  Stock  with  certain 
Annuities  confolidated  by  the  Ads  25,  28,  29,  32,  and  33 
.  Geo.  tl.  and  feveral  fubfequent  Ads  of  Parliament;  and  aifo 
to  a  farther  additional  Stock  of  25I.  for  each  lool.  fo  paid,  in 
Reduced  Annuities,  at  3I.  per  Cent,  to  be  added  to,,  and  nude 
One  Joint  Stock  with,  the  3I.  per  Cent*  Annuities,  which  were 
reduced  from  4I.  per  Cent,  per  Annum  to  3I.  per  Cent,  per  An* 
num  by  an  A&.  23  G^.  II.  and  cdnfoli(jated  and  made  One 
Joint  Stock  with  other  Annuities  by  fundry  fubfequent  Ads,  and 
to  commence  from  the  loth  of  Odober  1795;  andalfotoa 
farther  Annuity  of  6s.  6d.  per  Cent,  to  continue  for  a  certain 
Xerm  of  64^  Years,  from  (he  faid  i  oth  of  Odober  1 79S1  and 
then  to  ceafe  ;  and  to  be  added  to,  and  made  One  Joint  Stock 
with,  certain  Annuities  granted  for  99  and  98  Years,  and  by 
fundry  Ads  of  Parliament  with  other  Annuities  confolidated  and 
fnadc  One  Joint  Stock,  and  charged  upon  the  Confolidated 
Fund :  And  by  one  other  Ad  36  Gea  III.  the  Sum  of 
7,500,0001.  was  alfo  borrowed  for  the  Service  of  the  faid  Year 
1796,  the  Contributors  whereof  were  entitled,  for  cVery  lool. 
contributed  and  paid,  to  i  ool.  Stock  in  the  faid  3I.  per  Cen- 
tum Confolidated  Annuities,  and  to  an  additional    Stock   of 

.  2ol.  in  the  faid  3I.  per  Cent.  Confolidated  Annuities,  to  com- 
mence from  the  5th  of  January  1796,  and  to  be  confoffdated 
and  made  One  Joint  Stock  with  certain  Annuities  confolidated 
by  the  faid  Ads  25,  28,  29,  32,  and  3^  Geo.  II.  and  feveral 

^  fubfequent  Ads  ;  -  and  alfo  to  a  farther  additional  Capital  of  25I. 
per  Cent,  for^each  lool.  fo  paid,  m  Reduced  Annuities,  at  3I. 
per  Cent,  to  he^tdded  to,  and  made  One  Joint  Stock  with,  the 
.  faid  3I.  per  CeiV^h^nnuities,  which  were  reduced  from  4I.  to 
3I.  per  Cent,  by  an  Ad  33  Geo.  II.  and  cohfolidated  and 
made  One  Joint  Stock  with  other  Annuities  by  fundry  fubfe- 
quent Ads,  and  to  commence  from  the  5th  of  April  1796; 
and  alfo  to  a  farther  additional  Ahnuity  of  5s.  6d.  per  Cent,  to 
continue  fpr  a  certain  term  of  63-^  Years,  to  commence  from 
tftc  faid  5th  of  April  1796,  and  then  to  ceafe. 

The  anita^l  cfiarge  in  refped  of  x8,ooo,oool,,  together 
with  the  aadirioaal  capital  of  20I.  per  ceot.  making 
together*! I, ooo,oool.  (bqt  reduced  oy  cerodn perfons 
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negledting  to   comi^cte  their  whole  payioents  for 

4,20oU  to  the  fam  of  2»,59;98ool. )  in  confoUdated       ^.      /•    /• 

3L  percent,  annuities,  from  the  5th  July  1795,  to* 

gether  with  9,7 1 81.  2s.  ad.  for  managemeat  ^S1»S9*     ^     ^ 

The  annual  charge  of  the  additional  25I.  percent,  in 
3L  per  cent,  reduced  annuities^  amounting  to 
49500,0001.,  from  the  loth  Odober  1795*  with 
2,02  ^h  for  charge  of  management        •  -        ^57*^^5    ^    ^ 

The  annual  charge  of  the  additional  68.  6d.  per  cent* 
on  I  HyOOOfOool.  for  64I  years,  from  the  faid  10th  of 
.  O^ber  1795,  together  with  6551.  as*  6d.  for  ma- 
nagement        .   — —  '  ■     -  59*^5^    ^    ^ 

The  one  hundredth  part  of  2  i,c95,8ool.  in  confolidated 
3I.  per  cent,  annuities,  to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Exchequer, 
puniiant  to  the  faid  ad  32  Geo.  111.  for  one  vear        215,958    o    o 

The  one-hundredth  part  of  4,900,000!.  in  reuuced  3!. 
per  cent,  annuities,  to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Exchequer, 
purfuant  to  the  faid  a6l  3  2  Geo.  III.  for  die  fame  time    4^>ooo    a    O 

The  annual  fum  to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Exchequer,  purfu- 
ant to  the  iaid  adt  32  Geo.  Ill,  in  refpcA  of  the 
value  of  the  annuities  granted  for  64^  years,  at  the 
end  of  45  years        ^—  — —       —  8,460    o    o 


The  annual  charge  in  refpeA  of 
7i  500,0001.,  together  with  the  ad* 
ditional  capital  of  20I.  per  cent., 
making  together  9,000,000!.  (but  ^ 
reduced,  by  certain  perfons  negled- 
ing  to  complete  their  whole  pay- 
ments for  6;,8ool.  to  the  fum  of 
8,934,200!.)    in    confolidated  3L       £•      /.    J> 

Jerxent.  annuities,  from  the  5th 
anuary  1796,  together  with  4,02oL 

78.  9|d.  for  management        -        272,046     7    9I 
The  annual  charge  of  the  additional 

25I.  per  cent,  in  3I.  per  cent,  re- 

ducea>   annuities,     amounting    to 

1,875,000!.  (but  reduced,  by  cer- 
tain perfons  negleding  to  complete 

their  whole  payments  for  i  S»375K 

to  the  fum  ot  1,859,62  q1.)   from  i 

the  gth  of  April  1796,  with  836!* 

i6s.  7|d«for  management     ^  ^  56,625  -ii     Ji 

Tbt  annual  charge  of  the  additional 

ts.   6d.  per  cent,  on  7^00,000!. 

lor  6$i  years,  from  the  (aid  5th  of 

April  1796,  (after  dedu6^ing   the 

annuity  of  42!.  I2S.  6d.  forteittd 

by  certain  perfons  not  completing 

their  whole  payments)  with  2311^ 

IIS.  for  manaeement  *  ao>8f3  18    6 

The  one-hundredth  part  of  8,934,2001* 

in  confolidated  jlt  per  cent,  annni- 

3B  a 
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ties,   to  be  let  apart  at  the  Ex-      £•      /•    W. 

chequer^  purfuant  to  the  aA  5  2  Gco« 

IlL  for  one  year        -^        —        S9«54<    o    ^ 
The  one-handredth  part  oi  ifi^<)fii^m 

in  reduced  31.  per  cent,  annuities, 

to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Exchequer,    • 

purfuant  to  the  (aid  aA  32  Geo.  III. 

for  the  fame  time        —        —         18,596     5     o 
The  annual  fum  to  be  fet  apart  at  the 

Exchequer,  purfuant  to  the  ad  32 

Geo.  III.  in  rcfped  of  .the  value  of 

the  annnitifSgranted'For  63I  years, 

from  the  5th  of  April  1796.  at  the 

end  of  45  years        —  —         *>9*S    ^    ® 

By  an  a6l  36  Geo.  IIL  cap.  122.  for 

mntine  annuities  to  (atisfy  certain 

Nav.y,  Vidlualling,   and  Tranfport 

Bills,  fuch  pit)prietors  of  the  faid 

bills  as  were  made  out  on  or  before    . 

the  31(1  of  May  1795,  who  (hould 

deliver  up  their  bills  to  be  cancelled    ^  , 

oh  or  before  the  i ft  of  July  I'jSkp    -> 

were  entitled,  for  every  looL  con- 
tained in  the  faid  bills,  to  the  fum 

of    1051.   capital    ftock,  attended 

with  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  5U  ..• 

per   centum  per  annum,  to  com^ 

nence   from  the  5th  of  January 

1796  ;  and  fuch  proprietors  of  bills 

aiade   out  after  the   31ft  of  May 

1795*  and  on  or  before  the   30th 

ot  September  i7QC»   who  (hould 

deliver  up  their  (aid  bills  to  be  can- 
celled before  the  faid    ift  of  July 

2  796,  (hould  be  entitled,  for  every  .  . 

lool.  contained  in  the  faid  bilb,  to 

204I.  capital  ftock,  attended  with 
'    the  like  annuities,  after  the  rate  of 

5I.  percent,   per  annum,  to  com- 
mence from  the  faid  5th  of  January 

1 796,  and  to  be  added  to,  and  made 

one  joint  ftock  with,  certain  annui- 
ties,  at  ^1.  per  ctnt.   per  annum, 

cftablifhed  by  the  adU  23,  24,  34, 

and  35  Geo.  III.,  and  charged  upon 

the   confolidated  fund;    in  confe- 

3uence>pf  which  aA  there  has  been 
elivered  jip,  in  Nary,  Vidualling, 
and  Tranfport  Bills,  for  which  an- 
nuities, to  the  amount  of  4,4''4,074l. 
4s.  6d.  have  been  eltablifhcd,  and 
become  payable  at  the  Batic  of 
England;    which  annuities,   with  >  . 
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amount,  per  annum,  to        —        222^690    o  10^ 
•Ric  «:nc-hundrHth  part  br4,4 14,0741, 

4a.  (A.  in  annuities  at  5I.  per  cent.  ^ 

to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Exchequer 

ooarterly,  purfufnt  to  the  a^  32 

Geo,  III.  to  be  paid  \o  the  Bank  of 

England,  to  be  by  them  car  red  to 
*  the  account  of  the  Coftanliflioners 

for  reduciag.the  National  Debt,  is,  .    £.      j.    /« 

per  annum        «— «        ^^  44*140  14  xo 

■  7^7-«79  «8    7I 


1.850*373     3     3f 


_  0 

The  Produce  of  the  following  Duties  granted  by  fundry  A61s  of 
Parlianneht  of  the  36th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prcfent  Ma^ 
jeiTy,  for  defraying  the  increafed  Charge  on  the  Confolidated 
Fund,  in  refpeft  to  the  Annuities,  &c.  eftablifhed  by  the  Aifts 
36  Geo.  III.  from'the  10th  of  OtSober  1797,  to  the  loth  of 
Odlober  1798. 

The  produce  of  the  duties  on  fpirit  licences        -^-         89.906    o    o 
The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  tobacco  and 

fnuff,  granted  from  7th  December  1795        —  183,26$     o     o 

The  arrears  of  the  additional  lol.  per  cent,  on  aflefled 

taxes,  from  (he  lothof  Odiober  179;  —  50*735     *    9f 

Ditto  of  the  2S.  dut/on  horfes,  from  the  5th  of  April 

>79^        -    ..-        -        -        -        -        -         94.029  9  31 

Ditto  of  the  additional  tax  on  horfes,  from  ditto            1 '5*757  ^7  '; 

The  produce  of  the  tax  on  horfe-dealcrs,  from  the  24th 

of  December  1795        —        —        —           —         i»st7  3  8 

Ditto  of  the  tax  on  legacies,  from  the  26th  of  April  1 796  1 9, 1 1 8  7  3 

Ditto  of  the  duties  oicuiloms  on  wines           .                471,551  11  7 

Ditto  of  the  duties  of  excife  on  ditto,  from  the  17th  of 

April  1796        —            *95*365  o  o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  fweets,  from  ditto           6,085  o  o 

Ditto  of  the  tax  on  hats,  from  the  cth  of  Auguft  1 796, 
(after  referving  9,4791.  iis.  for  the  confolidated 

fund)       —            4N4'fi  3  9 

The  arrears  of  the  tax  on  dogs,  from  the  5th  of  July 

1796       —           —           7^»95*  ^o  7I 

The  reduAion  of  the  drawbacks  on  fugar        ■    ■  ■          1 1 6,676  5  8 

The  allowance  for  wafte  on  fait,  from  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary'1796            —            * •     —    •        32,000  o  o 

Deficiency  of  this  fund  to  anfwer  the  charge       -         358,297  1 1  6 

1*850,373    3    si 
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In  purfuance  of  an  A&  37  Geo.  III.  Cap.  lo,  18,000,000!. 
were  fubfcribcd  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1797  ;  the  Contri- 
butors whereof  were  entitled,  for  every  lool.  contributed  and 
paid,  to  the  Principal  Sum  of  1 12I.  los.  in  a  Capital  Stoirk  of 
Annuities,  carrying  5V.  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  to  commence 
from  the  loth  of  Odober  1796:  And  by  one  other  A&  37. 
Geo.  III.  the  Sum  of  14,500,000!.  was  direded  to  be  raifed 
by  Way  of  Annuities  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1797  ;  tlic 
Contributors  whereof  to  be  entitled,  for  every  lool.  contributed 
and  paid,  to  looI.,  with  an  additional  Capital  of  25I.  in  tlie 
3!.  per  Cent.  Confolidated  Annuities,  and  to  commence  from 
the  5th  of  January,! 797  ;  to  an  additional  Capital  of  50I.  in 
'the  3I.  per  Cent.  Reduced  Annuities,  and  to  commence  from 
the  5th  of  .April  1797  ;  alfo  to  an  additional  Capital  of  20!. 
per  Cent,  in  the  Capital  Stock  of  4I.  per  Cent.  Annuities,  to 
commence  from  the  5th  of  April  1797  ;  and  to  a  farther  An- 
nuity of  6s.  6d.  (fubje<9  to  fuch  Dedudion  as  is  mentioned  in 
the  faid  A(\)  to  continue  for  a  certain  Term  of  62  Years  and  9 
Months,  from  the  5th  of  April  1797,  and  then  toceafe:  The 
faid  f(;veral  Annuities  to  be  payable  at  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  charged  on  the  Confolidated  Fund. 

By  one  other  A&  of  the  fame  Sefiion  of  Pariiament,  for  guaran^ 
teeing  the  Payment  of  the  Dividends  on  a  lyoan  of  1,620,000!. 
to  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  regular  Redemption  of  the 
Capital  to  be  created  thereby,  the  (Contributors  for  raifing  the 
fame  were,  entitled  to  an  Anunity  at  3I.  per.  Cent,  after  the  Rate 
of  2?  61.  I  OS.  Capital  Stock  for  every  lool.  contributed  and 
paid ;  which  Annuity,  upon  the  Failure  of  depoiiting  in  tlie 
Hands  of  the  Bank  of  England  fuflicient  Monies  to  pay  (he  faid 
Annuities,  and  of  a  Sum'  Equal  to  il.  per  Cent,  per  Annum  on 
the  Capital  of  the  faid  Loan,  is  charged  upon,  and  made  payable 
out  of,  the  Confolidated  Fund. 

N.  B.  The  whole  Sum  of  3,500,000!.,  In  Addition  to 
14,500,000].,  not  having  been  raifed,  a  Dedudion  was  tlicre* 
fere  made  on  the  Annuity  of  69  Years  and  9  Montlia  of  6s. 
per  Cent, 


The  annual  charge  on  30, 1  i4,843L  rjf.  the  amoont 
of  ii2l.  los.  at  cL  percent,  on  17,888,750!., the       £• 

'  fubfcriptions  paid  in  fall  on  the  fiiil  above-men- 
tioned a^,  with  9,0 q61.  38.  7d.  tor  management    1,015,298 

The  annaal  charge  at  3I.  pcir  cent,  on  i8»i  25,ooolt» 
the  amount  of  14,50010001.  at  135!.  percent,  with 
8,1561.  56.  for  management       •-^—       — —       55't9^    5    ^ 


r.     J. 

7    4 


JL 
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Theinnoal  charge  at  ^l.  percent,  on  7,2$o^€ol.«  ^  "^^r       /•    /• 

the  amount  pf  i4«56c,oool.  at  50L  per  cent,  ^ith  ;  , . 

3,262!.  los.  for  management        '^>-yi6,*]6i  10     o 

The  annual  cbam  of  4].  per  cent,  on  2,9oo,oooL, 

the  amount  of  ditto,  at  ^ol.  percent,  with  i^jojl. 

for  ditto         ^ — -  —  117*305    o    a 

The  annual  charge  of  6s.  per  cent,  for  62  years  and 

9  months  on  1 4,500,0001.,  with  489I.  7s.  6d.  for 

ditto        —        -7—  43*989    7    ^ 

Tlie  one-hundredth  part  of  20,124,8431.  15s.  in  cl. 

per  cent,  annuities,  to  be  quarterly  ict  apart  at  tne 

Exchequer,  purfuant  to  an  a^  32  Geo.  III.  to  be 

paid  to  the  Bank,  to  be  by  them  carried  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  Commifiioners  for  reducing  the  Na- 
tional Debt  *—  —  —  201,248  S  9 
The  one«hundredth  part  of  i8,i2^,oool.  in  conibli- 

dated  jl.  per  cent,  annuities ;  ditto  -  -  18 1,250  o  o 
The  one-hundredth  part  of  7|250yOooL  in  reduced 

31.  per  cent,  annuities ;  ditto*       -  •        «.        72,500    o    o 

The  one-hundredth  part  of  2,900,0001.  in  4].  per 

cent,  annuities ;  ditto  _— .  ■' .  ■  .  29,000    o    o 

The  annual  fum  to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Exchequer, 

purfuant  to  the  faid  aA  32  Geo.  III.  in  refpedt  of 

the  annuities  granted  for  62J  years,  from  the  5th 

of  April  1797*  at  the  end  of  45  years,  to  be  paid 

to  the  Bank,  and  to  be  by  them  carried  to  the  ac- 

compt  of  the  faid  Commiffioners  for  reducing  the 

National  Debt  •  - —  — -^        5>920    o    o  ■ 


iwi 
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By  an  a£^  37  Geo.  III.  cap.  9.  for  granting  annuities 
to  fatisfy  ceruun  Navy.  Victualling,  Tranfport,  and 
Exchequer  Bills,  fuch  proprietors  of  the  faid  Navy« 
Vi^uaUing,  and  Tranfport  Bills,  as  were  made  out  on 
or  before  the  3  ift  of  D>ecember  1 795,  who  (hould,-  on 
or  before  the  nth  of  November  1796,  deliver  up 
their  bills  to  be  cancelled,  were  entitled  for  every 
lool.  contained  in  the  certificates  to  be  made  out  for, 
the  amount  of  the  principal  and  intereft  of  the  faid 
bills  (and  fo  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  lefs  fom) 
to  17 81.  I  IS.  5d.  in  the  31.  percent,  confolidatcd  an- 
nuities, to  commence  from  the  5th  of  July  1 796 ;  or 
to  1381. 17s.  9|d.  in  the  4!.  per  cent,  annuities,  to 
commence  from  the  loth  of  Odober  1796;  or  to 
X  X9I.  OS.  I  i^d.  in  the  5I.  per  cent,  annuities,  to  com- 
mence from  the  5th  July  1 796,  at  the  option  of  fuch 
proprietor :  and  the  proprietors  of  fuch  bills  as  were 
dated  after  the  31(1  of  December  179  51  and  on  or  be- 
fore the  30th  of  April  1796,  who  (hould  deliver  up 
their  bills  to  be  cancelled  on  or  before  the  faid  t  ith 
of  November  1 706,  (hould  be  entitled  for  every  tool, 
to  1761.  19s.  9|d.  in  the  faid  3I.  per  cent  annuities, 
to  commence  from  t}ie  faid  5th  of  July  1796 ;  or  to 
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1371*  tSk  7|d.  in  the  faid  4I.  per  cent,  annuitiei,  to 
commence  from  the  loth  of  Odober  1796;  or  to 
II 81. 6s,  ic|d.  in  the  faid  $!•  per  cent»  annuiiies,  to 
con\ffience  from  the  5th  of  July  17964  at  the  option 
of  the  faid  proprietor :  and  the  proprietors  of  the  \ikA 
bills,  nude  out  after  the  30th  of  April  1 796*  and  on 
or  before  the  3  ift  of  July  1 796*  who  (hould  deliver 
up  their  bills  to  be  cancelled  on  or  before  the  (aid 
nth  of  November  1796,  (hould  be  entitled  to  175L 
8s.  Qd.  in  the  faid  5I.  per  cent,  annuities,  to  com* 
inence  from  the  5th  July  1796;  or  Go  136L  99$%  S^d. 
in  the  faid  4L  per  cent,  annuities,  to.  co^unence  from 
the  lothof  OAober  1796  ;  .or  to  117I.  xas.  ii^d.  in 
the  (kid  5!.  per  Cent,  annuities,  to  commence  from  the 
(aid  5th  of  July  1 796  ;  and  the  proprietors  of  fuch 
bills  as  were  made  out  after  the  3 1  ft  of  July  1 796,  and 
on  or  before  the  27th  Odober  1796*  who  (hoiii4  carry  . 
their  bills  to  be  cancelled  on  pr  before  the  (aid  1  ith 

*  of  November  1796,  (hould  be  entitled 'to  1731.  i8s. 
3d.  in  the  faid  3U  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence 
from  the  5th  July  1796;  or  to  136I.  is.  id.  in 
the  4I.  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  from  ^e 
loth  Ohober  1796;  or  to  1 16I.  19s.  2d.  in  the  faid 
5L  per  cent*  annuities,  to  commence  fion  the  (aid  5th 
of  July  1796. 

And  by  the  laid  aA,  the  proprietors  of  any  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  ad  j6  Geo.  Ill*  cap. 
31.  who  (hould  oa or  before  the  faid  nth  of  No- 
vember 1796*  carry  fuch  Exchequer  biUs  to  the 
paymafter  of  Exchequer  bills  to  be  cancelled,  (hould 
De  entitled,  for  every  lool.  {and  fo  in  proportion  for 
any  greater  or  lefs  fum  conuined  in  the  certificates 
to  be  made  out  for  the  fame")  to  1761. 19s.  9|d.  in 
the  (aid  3I.  per  centum  annuities,  to  commence  from 
the  5th  of  July  1796;  or  to  137I.  i8s.  7jd.  in  the  '    ♦ 

faid  4I.  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  from  the 
loth  of  Odlober  1796;  or  to  11 81.  6s«  io|d«  in  the 
faid  51.  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  from  the  faid 

'  5th  of  July  1796,  at  the  option  of  the  faid  proprie^  - 
tors.     The  faid  feveral  annuities  to  be  paid  and  pay* 
able  out  of  the  confolidated  fund. 

N.  B.  By  a  fubfequent  afl,  a  farther  time  was  al- 
lowed the  proprietors  of  the  faid  bills  to  de- 
liver them  up. 

The  annual  charge  at  3I.  per  cent,  on 
16  4')8,i7^1.  5s.  (to  which  the  fum 
of  16,441,175].  4s.  9d.  granted  in 
lieu  df  Navy,  Vidualling,  and 
Tranfport  Bills,  is  reduced  in  that 

flock  at  the  Bank ,  by  the  Navy-office  '  "^ 

having  withdrawn  checqucs  to  the 
amount  of '^,6431. 1 8s.  9d.,  and  fe- 
veral alterations  and  additions  made      £.        /.    d. 


py  the  Bank  With  7,397!.  3s.  6J4%' 
|br  cha'rges  o(^  management 


;oo,542    8    S 

.t       *  r-  '  ■' 
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The  annual  charge  at  4!.  percent  oA      £.      u    d* 

764»86iL  cs.  rod.  granted  in  Ilea 

of  NavT,  Viaualfing,  Mid  Tranf- 

port  Billiy  with  544)'  ^U  7d.  for 

charges  of  management'       —         30^93^  la    7 
The  aminal  charge  at  5L  per  cent,  on 

a»o^Ot5961.  78*  ad.  granted  in  lieu 
.ofdittOy  with  9131.15s.  4d.  for  ditto  102,443  11    % 
Tb&  annual  cfaaige  at  5L  per  cent,  on 
*,  i|Od(^5^.  4a.  4d.  fffantcd  in  lieu 

tn  ^chequer  bffis  delivered  up  to 

be  cancelled*  purfuant  to  the  fsdd    , 
.  af{ii^'witfa'899l,  1^71.  ^|d»  for  nia« 

x|agement  .fc-  ..-  —  60*890, 16  9I 
Hie  annual  charge  at  4I.  percept,  on 

104,43  iL  5$.  8d/  granted  in  lieu 

of  ditto,  with  46L  19^.  jo|d.  for 

numageoient  .      *—  •—  4jaa4    $    8| 

The  annual  charge  at  5!.  per  cent.  01^ 

270,202L  41.  8d.  granted  in  lieu 

of  ditto,  widi  I  ail*  lu.  9^d.  for 

>ianagemtot        —      —        -      131631  la    p| 
The  one-hundredth  part  of  the  capital 

of  3I.  per  cent,  confolidated  annul- 

tiet,  granted  in  lieu  of  Nary,  Vic- 
tualling, and  Tranfport  Bills,  deli- 
vered up  to  be  cancelled  purfuant  to 

the  afb  37  Geo.  III.  to  be  fet  apart 

at  Ac  Exchequer,  purfuant  to  an 

ad  32  Geo.  UL  —  ^  —  164,408  19,  4^ 
IJitto  of  764,8611.  58.  lod.  in  4l«  per 

cent,  annuities,  granted  in  lieu  ofthe 

(aid  bills  purfuant  to  the  faid  ads, 

37  Geo.  III.  ditto  7»^48  12  ,  3 

Dittoof  2,030,^96!.  7s.  2d.  in  j^Lper 

cent,  annuities,  granted  in  lieu  of 

the  £ud  bills  pUnuant  to  the  faid 

afts  37  Geo.  HI.  ditto    -      ^  -        20^305  19    3 

IXtto  or  i9999,6q^1*  4a*  4^«  ^?.3^v 

per    cent,    contolidated  annuities, 

granted  in  li^  of  Exchequer  bills 

deliTcred  Up  to  be  cancelled,  purfu* 

ant  to  the  (aid  ads  37  Geo.  III.  to 

be  let  apart  at  the  Exchequer  in  pur« 

fuance  of  the  ad  32  Geo.  III.  I9>996  19  10 

IXtto  of  io4,^32L  58i.  8d»  in^.  per 

cent,  annuities,  granted  in  lieu  of 

ditto,  ditto  ^  -.  -^  i/)44  6  $ 
Ditto  <^  270,202!.  4S.  8d.  in  ^L  per 

cent,  annuities,  granted  in  keu  of 

ditto,  ditto.       -•       —       •— ..     2,70a    o    5 


V0L.'VIL  3  C 


.928,778    5   .0 
3»367»9S8    3    7 
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By  an  aft  37Geo.IIL  cap.  144.  i.coOidooL  was  ^ 

granted  for  the  fervice  of  Ireland,  tne  intereft  and 
char^  to  be  provided  for  in  fuch  manner  as  the 
Parhament  of  that  kmgdom  (hould  approve;  there- 
fore the  expenccs  incurred  on  that  account,  which 
are  paid  by  quarterly  payments  at  the  Exchequer,  £.  s.  d. 
muft  be  deduced  from  the  charge  of  the  above- 
mentioned  loan«  and  amounts  per  annum  to  126 fill     X  lof 

Which  will  reduce  the  above  chaige  to        5»a4i^87     x    8{ 

The  Produce  of  the  following  Duties  granted  by  fundry  AAa  of 
Parliament  of  the  3  7th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefly,  for  defraying  the  increafed  Chaige  on  the  Conlblidated 
Fund,  in  refpe6k  of  the  Annuitiea,  &c.  eAabliibed  by  the  Adi 
37  Geo.  III.  from  the  Cmmencement  of  the  (aid  Duties,  to 
the  xoth  of  OAober  1 7989  viz. 

The  produce  of  the  duties  of  cuftoms  on  fugar  and  £*       /•    /• 

bnckf.with  the  5L  and  id.  percent,  granted  from 

the  a 8th  December  1796  —  ..—  3999261  IJ    7 

Ditto  of  the  duty  of  exdfl!  on  bricks  made  in  Great 

Britain,  from  ditto  __  '5»75j    o    o 

Ditto  of  die  doty  on  cocoa  nntii  from  ditto        -—  5*604    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  doty  on  teaj  from  the  8th  De- 

ccmber  1796  ^  ^      — -  —  —  ^S^^A^*    9    ^ 

Ditto  of  the  additional  doty  on  firitifh  fpirits,  from 

the  10th  December  1 796  ~  -—•        87*623    o    • 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duty  on  foreign  fpiriti  1 269215    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  tax  on  fiage  coacoei,  gnmted 

from  the  $th  January  1797        -^  — -.  53*  no    8  10 

Ditto  of  the  additional  tax  on  auAions,  granted  from 

the  28th  December  1796       ^— >  -—  45>4'5    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  tax  of  3d.  per  pound  on  pep* 

pcr,&c.  granted  from  18th  July  1797  •      '•        s  26^176    9     i 

Ditto  of  the  additional  tax  of  iol«ferccnt.  from  5th 

April  1797  —  —  »+4»83S     o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  tax  on  inhabited  Hoiufes,  from   ^ 

5th  Julr  1707  43»9«o    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  tax  on  male  iervantSt  ditto  6,960    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  tax  of  3s.  9n  horfes,  charged 

bytheaA  37  Geo.  III.  granted  from  the  5th  of 

July  1797  — —  ■  669420    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  farther  additional  tax  on  horfes  and 

mules*  granted  from  find  5th  July* 1 797         —  4*285    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  tax  on  cbcks  and  watches,  gninted  from 

ditto  — -  —  —  48,820    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  p<t)duce  of  the  duties  on  wrought  plate  3    3    4{ 

Dittoof  the  produce  of  the  duties  on  fptrit  licences  12,250    o    o 

Surplus  income  of  the  Poft^Office,  after  referving  thfs 

fum  .of  410,^ ^6L  and  of  40yOX>L  for  one  year, 

to  loth  Oftobcr  1798  —  207.444    o    o 
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The  pfodaceof  the addidooal ftamp duties,  gnnted  £.       #.    d. 

fiom  the  5th  July  X797»  after  deda6tiog  15696051* 

perttmtim-          ? '         -»—           —  547t959  15    o 

Oeficieocj  of  this  land  to  anfw^er  the  charge       -  936,(97    a    a 


3,241 ,087     1     8f 


In  purfuanoe  of  anA6(  38  Geo.  IIL  Gap.  37.  17,000,0001. 
were  borrowed  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1 798,  the  Contri* 
butora  whereof  were  entitled  for  evety  iqoL'  contributed  and 
paid  to  the  Capital  Stock  of  1 50I.  ia  Annuittea,  at  3I.  per  cent. 
ID  commence  ftom  the  5th  of  January  1798,  and  to  be  added 
to,  and  made  One  Joint  Stock  of  Annuities  with,  the  3!.  per 
Cent.  Coniblidated  Annuities,  payablp  at  the  Bank  of  England  ; 
loan  additional  Capital  of  5 pi.  per  Cent,  to  commence  from  the 
5th  of  April  1798,  to  be  added  to,  and  made  One  Joint  Stock 
with,  the  Reduced  Annuities,  payable  at  the  faid  Bank;  and 
al(b  to  an  Annuity  at  the  Rate  of  4s.  1  td.  per  Cent,  to  continue 
tor  a  certain  Term  of  61  Years  and  9  Months,  from  the  bid 
5th  of  April  K  798,  and  then  to  ceafe ;  to  be  added  to,  and  made 
One  Joint  Stock  with,  certain  Annuities  payable  there,  confoli- 
dated  by  fundry  Ads  of  ParUament,  and  caUed  Long  Annul-* 
ties :  Which  feveral  Annuities  are  by  the  fiaud  A  A  charged  upon 
the  Confolidated  Fund,  and  dircAed  to  be  payable  and  paid  at 
the  lame  Time,  and  in  the*  lame  Manner,  ais.  the  Annuities 
duuged  upon  that  Fund  are  payable  and  paid* 

By  the  Ad  38  Geo.  III.  Cap.  1 6.  for  granting  an  Aid  and  Contri- 
bution to  His  Majefty  for  the  Profecution  of  the  War,  it  is  di- 
reded  that  the  Produce,  to  the  Amount  of  7,000,000!.  ihall 
be  applied  towards  the  Supply  of  the  Year  x  798 :'  The  Sqrplus 
to  be  applied,  in  the  firft  Place,  to  pay  Annuities  in  refpedt  of 
any  Sum  borrowed,  not  exceeding  8,ooo,oool.  and  carried  to 
Che  Confididated  Fund,  and  the  Reinainder  to  be  paid  to  the 
Bank,  and  by  them  to  be  placed  to  the  Account  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  for  reducing  the  National  Debt :  And  by  one  other  K&, 
38  Geo.  III.  Cap.' 76.  the  Monies  arifing  thereby,  together 
with  any  oth^  Rsiies  and  Duties  granted  in  that  Seffion  of  Par* 
liament,  were  applicable  to  fuch  Services'  as  (hould  be  voted^ 
HOC  exceeding  7,000,0001. :  Therefore  the  Duti'es  on  the  bther 
Side  are  here  made  chai]^ble  only  with  the  Annuities  and  Ejc* 
pences  in  refpedt  of  9,000,0001. :  _  .  * .., , 

-J  C  2 
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The  annual  charge  cSg^poo^oodL  with  the f  a44^^  9^ :    Xr.  f  -/r   -^f . 
5oUpercent. making  13,500,0001.  at  ^U-.E^^  ^?^^  *    :      :.  /.. 
perannnin  — .  .      ^  i^-—   .        —         '  405/300,  .p-.^ 

The  charge  of  management  on  ditto        —      —     .  6/575    q    o.r 

The  annual  charge  of  the  farther  additicfhal  capital  of 
'50!.  percent.  009,0009000!.  being  4950040001.        135,000    o    o 

The  charee  of  management  on  ditto        -^  — -        2,025    o    o 

'llie  fiinher  additional  capital  of  49.  x  id.  per  cent,  to 
continue  for  6 1|  feart,  is,  per  annum^^     »—  22,125    o    o 

The  charge  for  management  on  ditto   '  ~^—  —  24^  18     x| 

The  one-hundredth  part  of  13, 500,000!.  in  coniblidated 

3I.  p^r  cent.  annnitiesvt6)be  fti  apafit'at  the  &ohe-  i        .    v  '  .      .. ' 
quc^'^uarter!y,andpaid  to  theB9tilcof,Ex)glaiifirand  . 

'  to  be  by  them  placed  to  the  accompt.  .of  tlie  Cqror I 

miffioners  for  Macing  tlie  National  Debt,  'pdi-pis^t  'V .' 

toan  afl  32  Geo.  lit  '  •  •  —       .^  '•  > -— 1  .•  .     135,000    b  lo 

The  ofie-hundredth.p^rt  of  4,5Co,doQl»  id  3I.  per  cent.  •        1 

reduced  annuities,  to  l3e  fet  apart  at  the  Exchequer       ..  ^,  ^    ,  , 
quarterly,  and  paid  to  the  Bank,  to  be  by  tlieip  p)aced  •  •  , 

to  the  accompt  of  the  Commiffioncrs  for  ii^du'cing  the 
Natbnal  Debt,  pucfuatat  to  the  aft  32  Gto.  )n.  45,000    o   k> 

The  adual  value  of  4s.  rid.  per  Cent..on;9i,ooo/KX>L  ' 
£ax.6i|  years,  at  ttie  End  of  45  years   ^  ^       '   -^        ^  h^^  ,9    ^ 

153fiS3  '8    »i 
By  an  aA  38  Geo;  III.  Cito.  90.  a,6oo,«Gtol.'-were 

gi;anted  for  the  f^rvifq  of  Ireland,  thCiYiDtO'c;^  and 

charges  to  be  provided  for  in  fuch  manner  ^s  the  Par-  - 

liatbent  of  that  kingdom  (hould  apprqve ;  tht^rcfore 

the  cxpences  incurr^  on  that  account,  ^hid)  are  paid 

by  quartedy  pa/mdntst  ac  the  Excheqiiptfry  ftdibbe dc- 

du^hsd  from  the  charge  of-  t|ie  a^p-incotiiHi^  loan, . .  > 

and  amounts  per  annum  to  •       .  *  -—     ,      :t-        ^^794tt  fQ    7 

Which  witf  it&ice  the  above  charge  to'  '      58  5,941  1 8    6| 

♦  .  ^     .  ;;'T   .lil  .     ■■■■     I    ..^ 


I  I 


The  Duties  granted  for  Payment  of  the  Charges  and  Expenccs 

.   in  refpedt  of  9,ooO|00ol.  Part  of  17,000,0001.  granted  by 

an  A&  38  Geo.  III.  for  the  Service  of  t}ic  Year  1 798,  &c. 

The  produce  of  the  dutiei  on  houfet  inhabit^,  accord-     ,  £•      t*    d» 
sng  to  the  number  of  windows  therein;  granted  by  an 
aQ  38  tico.  IIL  ftoffl  the  5th  t/f  Apcil  1798*^  Eng- 
land, and  Whitfunday  1798  in  Scotland}   .. .   "^  .  NH; 

The  produce  of  the  duties  upon  male,  fertatvts^  granted 
.by  ap  a^  3S  Geo.  III.  from  the  5th  Ap4L  1798  -  NiL 

Th^  produce  of  the  duties  on  carriages,  ditto  — •   ,        NiL 

T^e^pipduo:  of  the:  duties  on  horfes,  mares,  and  geld* 
mgs^.kept  or  ufed  for  riding  or  drawing  carriages, 
ditto  — .  •ii,  —  .^      »f5bo    o    o 


The  prodocc  of  the  daties  on  horlb,  muei,  and  gdd-  ^ . 
.ings,  not  charged  as  above,  and  apcm  mal^»^itto  NiL 

Tpe  pmdace  of  the  dudes  on  d<^9  ditto.        U-        »|     NiL 

Ipe  prodace  of  the  duty  of  ezcife  on  tea,'  gnuxed  bjr  an    i  <  '^ 

aa^8  Oto.]0L  from  the  idifi  of  May.  179I      ';!       i4«9S7    ^  Oi 

T  le  prodo^e  of  ihe additional  ^ties on falty  g^tedrby    |  -^  \ 

an  aA  ^Gea«  III.  from  the  jjth  April  1798  j       ';i      iob,439  t  fc  {^. 

T  le  grodupe  of^e  dotjr  on  certificates  iffneq  with  fc-    ;  '^  >~ 

ipento'^^frmbrialbearmgsy  granted  by  an  ad)J  38  Gto,     |  '^  H 

ill,  from  the  24th  of  June  179S  -4—  ^*373    Q  ^ 


i      .  Deficiency  ofjhis  (ynd  Ijo  anfwer  ^  cljarge^\     44|p»682    j;  i^ 

^      (       f  t        "l    ■    I      >  ■     /   '  ■ 

.  •      t  f 

The  produce  of  the  taxes  in  the  feveral  3iearB,  is  tak^  from  th^  apr 

-jcoant  of  jthe  xecdpt  of  the  lame  iathe'Eaccheaoer  a  the  diffeitnCB 

between  which  and  the  accounts  of  th^  fereraf  offiqes  of  cuftoms^ 

txclStt  Ike.  a^fes  from,  the  former  be^g  made  U]^  to  a  difireoc 

.day  from  the  latter.       ^  »       •  I  ;•    ^ 


Pfefemed  purfuant  to  an  aft  of  the  17th  year  of  hk  preft|iC 
'  Majcfty  s  reign,  the3  ift  day  of  December  1 798,  by 

GEORGE  koSE, 
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DEBATES;  383 

An  ACXTOMFT  of  AeTocal  Ptodace  of  the  Duties  of  CUS* 
TOMS,  EXCISE^  STA^fPS,  aild  INCIDENTS^  reTpec 
tively,  for  One  Yeai;^  ended  the  loth  Day  of  Odober  1798  ; 
diftinguilhii^,  as  £ir  as  polfible,  in  each  Branchy  the  Produce 
on  every  feparate  Article^  the'  Duties  on  which  have  annoanted 
to  One  Tbouiand  Bounds^  or  moBe^  in  the  Four  Quarlcn  of 
the  £ud  Year,  viz.  . 


The  lotal  prodttceof tbedndesof  cuftooit,  fbrone         ^.       #«   *i, 
jeus  ended  the  loth  day  of  OAober  X798»  as  per 
accompt  (A.)  —  —  —  5*7«»4+7    o^^ 

IXtto  of  the  cxcif<v  for  one  year«  ended  dittoy  ^ex- 
ciofive  of  6829I13U  the  produce  of  the  annoai 
malt  dtttiet)  at  per  accompt  (B.J  ^-  9i099>C4i  15    i{ 

Dittoof  the  ftamp  dotiet«  for  one  year,  ended  ditto^ 

-   as  per  accompt  (C4  —  -«  SfSiSs^  160  13    6 

IXtto  of  bcidents  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer^ 
for  one  jrear^  ended  ditto,  at  per  accompt  (D.)         19838,210    o    9^ 

'9i9«.459    8    H 


Mtmtnmdim  : 


In  the  firm  of  ififi^titSL  oi.  9{d.  ftated  in  the 
accompt  of  incidents  at  the  Exchequer,  is  indaded 
j53,854l«  tss.  ^m  beinj(  theamoant  of  imprefts,  and 
other  monies  paid  withm  the  above  period* 


Prefented  parfoant  to  an  aft  of  the  s7th  year  of  bis  orefent 
Majcfty's  reign^the  31ft  day  of  December  ^798,  oy 

'  ©EORG p  ROSE. 
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AiicACCOUNTfoffho  Total  Nee  I«Bii*  i»a»  a*irtHd/EK. 
chequer,  of  xUDmks^oi  QV^TOMS,mfy^ 
'}Ani ;  diftinguilhinr,' as.  jfar  as.  roffible,  dic^ Produce  oi\  cv^ 
icpafatfc  Article;  tec  Duties  on  which  Ihali  have  amolintcd'to 

'  r>o^oI.  6v'ik6rti  In  the  four  Quakers  enctiftg  the  tdik  O&o- 

'.-.ber  1798*     . 


.#  I  •'  f. 


«. .« 


i   4  t 


|-<i        ■     i' 


.riX 


»  '^1 


SPECIES  of  GOODS, 


Aihes»  Peari  axui  Pot  — 

Baiiih^r         .    "^     ■'*  '  •'  "~*  ■ 
Books,  bobnd  and  unbouod 

»Htl(9,  Gltfi,      ^       -^ 

Brimftone  —  ^ 

Briftks,  undref^  -^  :   * 

Buele/ Great  -^        ;:.',•• 

Ckin^Ware  —    — 

Copper,  Qnw:rooght  -— 

Cordage        —        --.•;•-• 
Gerk-        \.  — .  — 

Com,  Oats        —        — 

Wheat  -^      *     _ 


r.T 


r 


■>. 


Net  ^Vnitk^/fah- 
jc€t  to  the  Pavment 
of  Boantics,  CoarKes 
of  Management,  £c. 

3,489.  »8     3 
^  S9,$So  •'8    I 

lifoo   ^'8 

>,i4S:  9    9I 

15.646  II    9| 
6^006  15     If 
450    6    o| 
.     a,438  16    19 

973    »    Sk 

1,409  II    r| 

.  6,077  '*  ** 

i3»»37  I?    * 
38,016  16 


DRUGS. 


» « .-« I  •  • 


-AlflDO&dft,  Bitter        — - 
pcDJanun 

Borax,  -refined  - 

Buds  of  Caflia  — 

Camphire,  unrefined 
Cafiia  Fidula  — 

'  Lignea  — 

Cortex 'Peru  — 

Cream  of  Tartar 
Gum  Se^egal  — 

Jnlap        — ^       — 

{uniper  Serriet 
4anna        —        — 
Oil,  Palm        —        — 
•^^  j^cffomtd'  ~ 

^-^  Torpehtiiie 
Opium        —        — 
.Quid^filrer  — 

KEnbarl>  *- 

Saccarum  Satumi 
Sarfaparilla        — -        - 
Senna        —        — 
Succus  Liquoritix 
Vcrdigrca 


1,009     ' 
406     3 

210    6 

336  15 
526    o 

949  »9 


Si 

7 
I: 

9\ 

2 


qu 

lie 


3,J79  18  ii{ 

774  16    7 
1.428  18    1 1 

«»3Pa    4    I 

|a.733    8  »•! 

8'3    S    si 
1,238    9  II 

•  1,255  10    2 

i»83i     7 

i»oi4  II 

6,241     I 

3,870  10 

2,176    8  11 

218  15 

1,979    o 

9,220  12 

868  II 


loi 

2 

7f 

sk 


7i 

4 


0EBATES. 


3«5 


DveSliii^Ac.  Smaltft      ^ 
mks^xau.  Teeth  — 

Feiclienfbr  Beds        — 
FUh»  AnclioTtet         — 
Fmitt  Lemons  and  Qting^ 
— —  Nuts,  £nall  — • 

Ghfi  Plates         ->-       ^ 


7i66o 
628 

1,918 


4f 
16 

I  10 
8  xo 


o 

IX 

^9 


GROCERY. 


-Almondi^  J«niaa 

'  not  Jordan 

Axinileed  — 

Cloves         — 
Cocoa  — 

CofRse  — 

Currants  -^ 

Fip  

Ginger  *— 

Mace  **- 

Nntme^  *- 

Pepper  •— — 

FinientD  — — 

Prooes 

R^fins-M-Denia 
Faro 
■     ■■      ■  Lexia 


It 

■I 


Ltpari  *»• 
Sxnyma  *-• 
Soils  — 


Soccads 

Sagar,  Broivrn        — 


Tea        — 
Tarmeiic 

Hair,  Horfo  —  — 

■  ■      Homan             —  *— 
Hats,  Chip               —               — 
—  Straw                —  — 
Ilcinpj  rooni  —                — 
Hides,  HorTe  ^  ^  ^ 

Indian       —           •-  — 
Lofli              —  — 

■  '     ■  Ox  or  Ciw        —  — 
Incky  wrought           -~  «— 
Iron,  Bar       —              — •  — 

Kd^  —  _  "1. 

LIN£N«--Cambricks        —  — 

Can?as,  Heffins '  — 

■  Spruce     — -.  •— 

Damaflc  TaUingt  Sifefia       — 
Di^er  Napkei£ig,  Stlefia    — 

Vol*  Vn.  3  D 


1.768    7  loi 
1,669.19    o| 

3,908  13  io| 
1,941     c 

68,401    6 
5,609    6 

3-933    9 
z»i<)6  16 

3*098  18 

^^*»37  ^S 
4*858    I 

ay620    S 
28,570    4 
820  16 
10,498    7 
6,562  XI 
6,159    S 
18,891  18 
1,174    X 
1,7821666    5    6j 
784    3    6\ 

132,208      2       XI 

'*43S    6    5 


5^3 
462 

1,209 

138,19^ 
1,726 
2,107 
8,845 
2,826 
1,208 

»SM87 
329 

1,468 


X 

6 

n 

o 

'9 
9 

'4 
6 

7 

12 

3 
5 


I 

xo^ 

si 
o 

10 

3i 
S 

4 

IT 
II 


470  I^ 

10,662  1 4 

4,685  5  6i 

X1I23  16       2 

258  16    ll 
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£.     /.  d. 

LlNEN.—DriUiBg             —           —           -•  5,067  15  42 

Germanry  narrow,  not  aboYC  3 1  and  half  3  S'^7 *     7  ^^ 

Ruffia,  broad,  above  22  and  half       —  37*73^    9  'Jr 

.           ——above  31  and  half        —  2*396     8 

■               above  36          —        —  12,069  12 


2 


narrow  —  —  9»9*'     ® 

Towelling  and  Napkemng  ^,21 3     S     ^\ 


ManufaAared  and  anmanafaftnred  Articles  of  India  ^,396  13  i 

Matt,  Raffia                _       -        —  —  1,291  15  7  J 

Molaflcs           —               —               —  —  499  ^S  7i 

Oil,  ordinary               _               _  _  6,702  15  3 

—  Sallad                —       —  —  1,656  10  2 

Train                —               —  —  5,349    «  5 

Paper        «.               _               —  —  2,296    o  8| 

Kaures        —                —                —  -  520  15  I  ij 

Kccc  Goods  of  India,  Mnflins        ~  — »  47>443     ^  9 

■ Nankeens  .         —  —  4,877128 

prolubited            —  —  8,642    8 


2 


Pitch            _               —               ^               _  412.11     7 

SiltPcirc           — '- —  462  14    *! 

Seeds,  Clover        5,206  16    o\ 

Shells,  Mother  of  Pearl           —             '  *    3,624  17     i\ 

SILK.--Bengal,  Raw               12,5 13     8  11 

China,  Raw                ——  »>>55»     o  '*> 

Italian,  Raw               — —               Z^^^     »   "» 

Thrown                  • •  156,717  "  " 

Waftc        — -               —  1.871  «8    8 

SKINS.—Bcar,  Black 4»6i5    4    » 

Beaver                ■■  683  18     x 

Calf,  Raw        -                         5>o85  15    8 

Tanned ii»57®    o  i\\ 

Deer  in  Hair        —               ■  3*624    2     i; 

Fox,  ordinary         — -—            —-  660  18     \\ 

Kid,  dreffcd 1.4*0  i|     -* 

——  undrciTcd         ^—             ■  ^'     ■  3»47*   '° 

Martin        —              ■              "    — —  1.700    8 

Mink           131  14    4 

Mofquafli         —  . r  ^4^     *    4i 

Otter  401     8    9i 

Raccoon        •            368    7  10* 

Seal           - —           2,134    7     i\ 

Wolf       — ^            •—    -  97»  "    l\ 

Snuff        4H  ^3     7 

Soap,  Hard .                i.<»9»   '5  *»t 

Spirits,  Brandy              ^ ■  37'034  16    9 

Geneva             — r-  ^3.706  18     7J 

Rom             75-377  n   nj 

Tar        —              — ^        5-.^««     7     H 

thread.  Sifters            1                       •  7*5  "5    ^ 

lobacco        -I —               —               — :  «73»«^S     5    ^ 


r 


19.903 


DEBATES.  387 

£.      s.   d. 

Tow        '                      ■                        ■          ^  3,715    6    6 

Turpentine                  ■■                —               —  10,654  16    5: 

l?Vax,  Bees        ■                         —               6,379    « 

WINE.— Canary        -1-  4a     5    6 

French        ,      .            —  20,782    6    81 

Madeira           ■                                  ■  ■  '7»7^3    9  loj 

Portugal        ■  635»>43  "     6 

Rhenilh         '  2,307     1     %\ 

Spanifh        95>«^i     8     5I 

WOOD.-.BalJu               _           —               _  3^^,  ,0    s\ 

Battens               —                  ^—  12,380  19     7 

Boards,  Paling           —              —.  1,672,    4    2 

■.-. Scale            —            _          -^  1,006  14    oj 

Deak  —  .—  mmm  i6t»9io  12  io| 

peal  Ends           •—        .^        ^^        .^  4990$     2 

Lathwood            —        —                —  i,^ji  16 

Mahogany        —        -*        —        —.  ^^g,^ 

Mafts               —  ,            ^            ^  7,a6i 

Plank,  Oak        —        —        —        —  6,105 
Staves        —        —        —            — 
Timber,  Fir        —  '         —         i— 

Oak  —  — 

Ufcrs  _  —  _ 

Wainfcot,  Logs  -->  -«. 

Yam,  Cotton               —                  —  80     5     8| 

— —  Mohair                -*-               —  37     %    ^ 

Subfidies  colledled  on  Goods  r  Alia m        -^           —  X9366  17    4I 

exported.                 \  Coals        —          —  ^4,736    i     7^ 

I^ad           —        —  21,728     2 

Tin  —  —  5,925  i^ 
Cochineal  -*  -~  62  10 
Indigo        —         —      •  10,159  16 

Skins,  Beaver            506  14 

Salt,  Rock            —  3,989    3  II 

Other  Subfidy  Articles  5»*»7     »     5 

Carried  Coaftwife.— Coals  —  —  584,988  \x    7 J 

Stones  and  Shuts        *5»o59     5     8 

Wine        —           —          —  1,871     7  ii| 

Coals  and  Salt,  1795            —            —            —  20,o8r  11     9 

King's  {hare  of  condemned  Tobacco            —        —  688  13     z 

R^eived  from  the  Infpe^r  of  Com  Returns          —  689  xx  zo 

■  the  Receiver  General  of  Excife,  for 

Wine  fold            —           6i    4    oj 

■           the  Receiver  of  Fines  and  Forfeitures  5,411   14    4 

— — the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  on  account  of  corn  23,950    o    o 

— —  o'a  Account  of  bonded  Wine  in  Scotland  41187  \i     9I 

3D  a 


n 


II 


m 


PARLIAMENTARY 


RimilUncts  ftoin  the  Flaatations        -^  ~- 

fUceived  fnomihe  Receiver  General  of  the  Coundei, 

on  «ccoant  of  Windows*  by  the  24th  Geo.  lU. 
Spndry  fmall  Articles,  the  Dotics  of  whiph  have  not 

amojLinted  to  %fOodi4.aL<ck       -?  — 


£COMMOKS« 

^»B97  14.  xr| 
l89«oaa     7    j| 


•p-^ 


To«d    ^  5.745*447    o  «o|: 


•■irti 


GENERAL  STATEMENT  of  the  prccedii^  ACCOUNT. 


DISCHARGE. 
Bfboantiei  —  — i  r-- 

By  ditto  for  raiilng  feaneii  —^  — - 

lO^ymeDts  on  over  entries  and  dama^  S<>ods 
Paid  towards  the  fupport  of  His  Majefty>  civil  go- 

vemment  in  Scotland  •— •  -^ 

Cfaaxges  of  n^anagement  -^  , 

Payment  into  the  Exchequer :         £•        f 

On  Confolidated  Caftomi    -        3*417939?  ta 


t 

'I 


5 


»4  i» 


A 


—  Sugar,  1791  -  -. 
^  fafxtr,  1704  —  — 
»—  £ric|^  and  tiles,  1794  r— 
— '  Slates  and  ftones,  1794 

— -  Kruit,  filk,  Ac.  1795        - 

—  Coals  and  fait,  1795         — 

—  Wine,  17(^6         —        — 
V—  Sugar,  bricks,  fee*  including 

5  and  10  per  ceot.  1796 

■^  ?!««•  »797        ^ 


269*3^7  7 

6,641  19 

1^7  9 

»3.539  >9 

IP3.812  7 

18,180  a 

4S5.95»  5 

369,871  18 

3  3 


91 
31 

loj 

o 

»i 

o 

5 


•■«• 


4,7661866 


Infpe^lor-Geiierars  Office, 

Cuftom  Houfe,. Loudon,* 

December  3dy  1798. 


Total    £.  5,745.447    o  i«iJ 

THOMAS  IRVING, 

Infpe^or  General  of  the  Imports  and 

Exports  of  Great  Bniab,  4rc* 

iVb/<.-^In  the  above  account  the  duties  impofed  by  the  adl  of  the  laft 
feflion  of  Parliament,  chap.  76  (commonlv  called  thi^  Convoy  AA)  arc 
pot  inclQ4ed,  becaufe  fome  part  of  thofe  duties  were  bonded,  the  met- 
chants  bdng  unable  to  afcertain  the  true  value  of  the  gpod^  at  the  time 
the  entries  were  made. 

The  payments  into  the  Exchequer,  from  the  commencement  of  the  faid 
a^  (viz.  the  5th  July]  to  the  loth  of  O^obcr  laft,  on  account  of  thefe 
duties,  amounted  to  246,494!.  cs.  ^d.  but  this  fum  conveys  no  adequate 
idea  of  the  probable  produce  ot  the  duty,  becaufe  a  great  proportion  of 
the  furos  ^oUeAed  at  the  out-ports  within  the  quarter,  haa  not  r«ached 
the  Exchequer  on  the  xoth  of  U^ober,  as  the  duties  ure  remitted  from 
•  Ihcuce  by  bills  payable  jo  days  after  date 
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W«  PARLIAMENTARY  [CoiiMona. 

An  ACCOUNT  of  Ae  Total  Net  PtodoK  of  the  STAMP 
DUTIES,  fcr  One  Year,  ended  the  tothOaober  1798. 


Np 


iC*     '-^  ^. 


Scamp  Office^ 
i9tk  Novcober^  i^ti 


Cddblidatcd  dutiei       _            .  548,48!  tt  t 

Hate,  1784            —        _        _  j^^^    ^  ^ 

Racchorfc,  1784       ~       -       -  6j6  19  7 

Sttgc,  ac,  doty.  1785        —       —  •07,73s    »  5 

Mdicin^  1785       _       -1*       _  ti,6j3  17  9 

Ciaie,  178J            —       _       _  36,3,7  ,7  . 

Attormtt.  ,785       -       _       -  4,,„^    3  g 

Piwnbroken»  1785             —        •*  4^514    5  i 

Pcrfbmeiy,  1786    .             —        —  .     2^79  1,  2 

Scotch  duty,  ,786             -       _  ,,34y    o    a 

Additional  pme,  1791       ^       ~  i^^jg    j  3 

BiUiof  exchange^  1791      —       ^  116,10616  8 

Rccajfti,  1791        —        .—        .^  47*464  II  o 

Additional  attorniesT  cIcrkSy  1794  —  16,760    i  4 

Hair.ixmder  certificatca,  179$        .i.  '57.678    6  3 

Vfi"""'^  ^»"!P»»  '795        —       —  3i»77r  »8  3 

Additional  itceiptt,  1795      —   '    —  ^^ayj    3  < 

Sef^^'JW        -               -  96,059    8  9 

Horfe-dealen' hcencrt,  1795           «»  1,217    3  8 

Mgackt,  1796        —       _        —  82,684  18  5 

xiatt,  1796              —.«..».  50,895  14  q 

Additional  daty  on  tage  coaches,  1797  53,110    8  10 

Annorial  duty,  1798        —           —  7,373    o  o 

Appienticedaty,  17^0        —         —  7,005    7  9 


£•  2t26a»i6^  za    a 


CH,  STEDMAN, 

Deputy  Con^trdler  and 

Accoffipcant  GcncnL 


DEBATES.  393 

An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Total  Net  Produce  paid  into  the 
Exchequer,  of  the  Duties  under  the  Head  of  INCI- 
DENTS;  diAinguifhing,  as  far'as  poffible,  in  each  Branch, 
the  Produce  on  every  feparate  Articlei  the  Duties  on  which 
fhall  have  amounted  to  One  Thoufand  Pounds,  or  more,  in 
the  Four  Quarters  ended  the  loth  Day  of  Odtober  1798. 


Confoiidated  letter  money       — -        —  6j8,ooo  o  o 

l^itto  fait            — —                446.702  o  o\ 

Seizures        —              —            —  49«iSO  15  10 

6d.  perlib.  onpenfiont        —          —  S^fi93  ^  ® 

IS.  per  lib.  on  falaries        —            —  68,705  16  %i 

Hoafcs  and  windows        —        • .  339»05S  i3  oj 

Inhabited  hoofes        ■                   ■     ■*  '7*»873  17  4 

Hawkers  and  pedlars      — —            —  S>1^9  3-  ^ 

Hackney  coacnes  and  chairs        -        —  24,000  o  o 

Malefervants        — '-        —  112.954  13  8J 

Four-wheeled  carriages        —        -7-  i^7»897  »5v  10 

Two-wheeled  carriages        '• —  5^)834  i  9 

Horfes        — •           > —  «35>403  ^  *{ 

Firil  Fruits          ;—                —     ^  3»549  9  o 

Tenths        — -                -^  9.872  5  6| 

Alienation  duty        — -                ■  '>79'  ^9  4 

Lottery  licences           — —                -r—  2*433  3  ^ 


2.302.624    6    3| 


The  produce  of  duties  under  ijOOoL 
within  the  fame  period  amounts  to  1.73 1 


£*  2.304.355    8    3j 


MONEY  paid  by  Claude  Scott,  on  account  of  com,  £.      r.    /. 

Sec.  fold  for  the  ufe  of  Government  —  65.000    o    o 

Ditto  by  Abraham  Newland,  on  account  of  the  Com- 

miffioners  of  Exchequer  bills  —       ^     —        37>30O    o    o 

Ditto  by  Abraham  Newland.  being  an  excefs  of  intereft 

on  i949COol«  in  Exchequer  biUs        ■  —         S^6  iz     4 

Ditto  by  Edward  Roberts,  being  the  refidue  of  EXr 

chequer  fees,  applicable  to  the  confoiidated  fund         $39963    6  *  4 

Vol.  VII.  3E 
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MONEY  piid  by  Meffrs.  Poget  and  Co.  for  sntereft 

on  Iri(h  annuities        •-  —        —        — 

Dfcto  by  the  Coauniffiooen,  for  the  lale  of  Dat^ 

prizes        —  —  —  — 

Ditto  by  George  Rofe,  for  poft  fines        ••—  •— 

Ditto  by  Steven  Davies,  in  part  of  ^  bond  of  aSi, 
Ditto  by  William  Mitford,  on  account  of  George 

Foyntt  Ricketts,  Governor  of  Barbadoes        — - 
Ditto  bv  the  rlghi  honourable  William  Pitt*  tr^af- 

raittea  by  a  perfon  unknown  —       -         — 

Ditto  by  Charles  TownHiend,  for  intereft  on  tontinea 
Ditto  by  John  Newman,  in  part  of  a  penalty  of  81. 
Ditto  by  John  Charlton,  agent  to  a  corps  of  invalids 

IMPREST  MONEY   repaid   by  the  exccuton  of 

Richard  Rigby  — -  — -^ 

Ditto  by  the  eaecotors  of  William  Bruroroell,  agent 

to  the  out  penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpual        -— - 
Ditto  by  Henry  Hcddane,  iecieuiy  to  Lord  Com* 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Saturday 9  Deamier  22. 

Vifoount  BELGRAVE  rofe,  and  faid  he  fdt  it  due  to  his  awn 
conGftencyy  as  well  as  to  the  refpeft  which  lie  owed  the  Houfe^  to 
fay  a  few  words  on  the  fubje(5t  of  the  Treating  Bill^  as  it  was 
called,  which  he  had  the  honour  of  introducing  la(l  year,  but  which, 
after  pa^fling  through  that  Huufe,  had  been  rejefied  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords.  He  aflfured  the  Houfe  that  he  had  not  abandoned  his  inten- 
tion of  bringing  the  matter  again  forward  ;  l)ut  he  had  hitherto  kept 
it  back  on  account  of  the  preflfure  and  importance  of  the  public  bu« 
finefs  ;  but  after  the  approaching  holidays,  he  meant  to  revive  the 
difcuiTionof  the  fubjed,  convinced,  as  he  was,  that  fomethihg  (hould 
•be  done  in  fome  way  or  other  to  remove  thofe  doubts  and  intrica- 
cies which  the  Treating  Bill,  in  its  prefent  form,  had  occafioned. 
He  wasnot  as  yet  determined  whether  what  he  meant  to  bring  for- 
ward fhould  be  introduced  in  the  fhape  of  a  bill  or  of  refolutions. 
'  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe 
to  proceed  in  a  Committee  on  the  Income  Bill. 

Mr.  TIERNEY.aiked  the  Minifter,  whether  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  bring  on  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  Wedncfday  ?  It 
could  not  be  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  until  that  day,.and  there- 
fore (here  would  be  no  time  toconfider  it  until  Thurfday  at  the  leaft, 
for  Chriftmas-day  was  no  day  of  bufinefs.  He  was  not  fpeakii^g 
for  himfelf,  for  he  wanted  no  time,  but  there  were  others  in  a  dif- 
ferent fituation,  who  had  gone  into  the  country,  who  did  no;  care  to 
attend  the  detail  of  the  meafure  in  the  Committees,  but  who  waited 
to  fee  the  whole  printed,^and  who  wilhed  to  fpeak  upon  the  fubjcd 
once  for  all.  An  honourable  friend  of  his  he  knew  in  particular 
to  have  been  gone  into  the  country,  and  who  wifhed  to  fpeak  upon 
this  fubjcdt  after  the  report  was  made,  but  he  could  not  be  prepared 
for  that  purpofe  without  feeing  what  fort  of  a  thing  the  bill  was 
when  the  Committee  had  done  with  it,  and  which  he  could  not 
learn  by  port  before  Thurfday.  Under  thefe  imprcflions,  he  hoped 
he  was  not  aiking  too  much  of  the  goodncfs  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  when  he  begged  that  the  report  might  fland  for  Friday, 
and  thf  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  Monday.  It  was  faid,  indeed, 
that  all  the  proceedings  on  the  bill,  would  be  ready  for  delivery  on 
Monday,  but  that  could  hardly  be  the  Cafe.  It  was. now  Saturday 
night,  and  he  did  not  prefume  that  the  printers  would  labour  on  Sun- 
day.    He  might,  indeed,  be  juftiiied  in  defiring'thc  bill  to  be  poft- 
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poaed  akoge^r  until  after  the  holidays,  but  that  be  did  not  prcft  ; 
he  t>nly  aflced  for  a  day  cm'  two,  which  might  very  well  be  fpniiedp 
cfpecially  when  the  Houfe  was  fo  thin. 

Mr.  iChaivrdlor  PITT  wiflied  the  bill  to  be  difcufled  upos  0)$ 
ftporty  or  upon  the  third  reading*  There  was  no  furprife  to  Im 
$x>inplained  of  in.  this  cafe,  for  it  was  well  known  that  all  the  biU 
was  gone  through  except  the  cafes  annexed  to  the  ichedalc,  wbicb 
jcould  not  be  expedlod  io  occupy  much  time ;  after  which  the  ncm 
£laufes  were  to  be  produced,  and,  as  the  whole  was  expeAed  to  b^ 
printed,  there  was  nothing  v^ry  remarkable  in  feeing  the  HonCe  wd$ 
but  thinly  attended.  He  fhould  be  happy  to  accommodate  any  gen^ 
tleman,  but  it  muft  be  reeoUe£led|  not  only  that  the  convenienor 
,of  that  Houfe,  but  alfoof  another  Houfe  of  Legiflaturc,  jought  to  be 
attended  to,  and  it  was  now  clear  that  they  could  not  enjoy  th^  ho^ 
lidays  until  the  bill  was  difcuffed^  or  elfe  it  muA  be  put  off  tUl  m- 
very  inconvenvent  fcafon.  He  flood  in  the  fame  fituation  as  tt)# 
honourable  gentleman,  for  he  had  no  perlbnal  convenience  to  a^ 
commodate ;  nor  did  he  fee  why  the  honourable  gentleman,  (b  lauda** 
bly  diligent  himfelf  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  could  hav^  ai^ 
fellow  feeling  for  feceders  of  any  kind ;  and,  indeed,  the  gentleoiaja 
to  whom  he  alluded  was  only  a  qualified  feceder,  who,  althoigb  bfi 
^id  not  chufe  j)erfonaUy  to  attend  the  Houfe,  was  yet  willing  to  ref- 
cciye  intelligence  of  its  proceedings  by  poft.  He  exp^£led  the  biU 
and  all  the  claufes  to  be  ready  for  dcUvery  on  Monday. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  obfervcd,  that  the  firft  payment  of  the  bill  wa$ 
not  until  die  .$th  of  June,  and  therefore  thcxe  was  time  for  theope^ 
ration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  reafon  aflfigiied  by  the  honouf*- 
ahie  gentleman  for  delay  was  a  very  good  one  for  expedition  in  thi^ 
meafure,  for  the  very  i<)ea  for  fixing  the  fi.rA  payment  under  ihr 
,biU  id  hr  off  as  the  fifth  of  June,  implied  that  between  the  paflin^ 
of  it,  a9d  the  firil  payment,  there  ought  to  be  oonfiderable  time,^ii4 
.therefore  (here  ought  to  be  as  little  .delay  in  the  prqgrefe  of  the  biji 
as  poflible  ;  and  the  truth  indeed  was,  that  op  account  of  vario^ii^ 
arraqgemcnts,  of  appointing  firfi  and  fecond  Com^iQioners,  n^ami^ 
out  lifi«,  examining  returns,  clafling  them,  and  various  other  bufinc^ 
preprptory  to  theiird  payment,  the  time  between  that  and  pa0uig 
.the  bill,. would  not,  with  all  the  diligence  the  Legiilature  cgtuld  ulc^ 
be  thought  too  Igng,  and  therefore  he  could  not  agree  to  aoy  delay 
\r\  this  cafe. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  the  Hoiife  went  into  a  Const^ 
inittee  upon  the  bill. 
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On  the  claufe  containing  ndcs  fer  cftimadng  income  afififig  ftoni 
perfonsil  property^  and  from  tndcs,,  profeflionty  offices,  &c.  die 
word  •'*  Stipend"  was  added. 

*^  The  value  to  be  taken  at  not  lefs  than  the  full  amoont  of  the 
*'  profits  or  gains  within  the  preceding  je^r,  or,  at  the  ele^on  of 
'*  the  perfon  charged,  at  a  fum  not  lefs  than  the  iair  and  juft  ave- 
rage for  one  yetii^  of  the  profit^  or  gains  in  the  three  years 

preceding."  The  blank  Was  propofed  to  be  filled  up  with  die 
words,  the  3 1  ft  of  December,  or  when  the  accounts  of  fuch  income 
are  ufually  made  up. 

Mr.  H.  THORNTON  faid  it  was  the  dbjed  of  the  biU  diaf, 
if  poflible,  a  man  who  had  a  flufiqating  income  ihould  pay  to  die 
exigencies  of  the  State  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  peri^  who 
enjoyed  9  flated  income*  To  prevent  evafion,  be  piopo(edt  that 
when  a  perfon  had  once  made  his  dedion,  whether  he  (hould  pay 
according  to  the  full  amount  of  profit  within  the  preceding  year, 
or  for  an  average  of  three  years,  he  (hould  not  be  at  liberty  after- 
wards to  vary  the  eledkm  he  had  made. 

Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  objefied,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man meant,  that  becaufe  a  perfon  chofe  to  be  taxed  according  to  the 
average  -of  the  three  preceding  years  before  the  pafling  of  the  zGt, 
that  he  (hould  always  be  bound  to  pay  according  to  die  elKmate 
firft  given  in, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  they  (hould  ever  after  abide  by 
their  firft  elefiion. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  vindicated  his  honourable  friend  from 
the  charge  of  throwing  any  imputation  on  commercial  men.  Eva- 
fion,  it  muft  be  cooktkd,  was,  and  might  be  pradifed,  and  die  beft 
mode  of  preventing  it,  would  be  to  take  away  the  pofiibility  of  oc- 
ercifing  it  with  fuccefs. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  faid,  diat  by  not  allowing  the  option 
anitoally,  many  cafes  of  ettieme  hard(hip  mu(t  neceffarily  arife, 
which  would  not  occur,  if  men  were  left  to  their  elefiion,  as  often 
as  a  new  ftatement  of  their  income  (hould  be  required. 

Mr.  Alderq^an  CURTIS  was  of  opinion,  that  the  alternative 
was  not  intended  as  a  boon  to  commercial  men,  but  as  a  fiur  and 
equitable  mode  of  afcertaining  their  incofhe,  and  that  no  mode 
could  fo  lecurely  guard  againft  evafion  as  that  of  reftoring  men  to 
their  firft  election.  In  the  other  cafe,  perfons  might  eafily  (hape 
and  (huffle  their  books  fo  as  tp  make  falfe  entries  and  fallacious  b«- 
knees,  and  thereby  defraud  the  revenue.  .  Already  evafion  had  pre* 
vailed,  within  his  own  knowledge ;  he  was  convinced  it  would 
pccur  again  if  not  prevented^ 
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Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  objeded,  not  only  Co  the  reftriakm 
oonrended  for»  but  to  the  limitation  of  the  average  of  three  years. 
The  (ame  fnotivea  wtuch  governed  the  Committee  tn  afctirtaining 
the  amount  of  income  from  minea>  (hould  alfo  dtieA  them  on  die 
prefent  ijueftion.  In  that  cttTe  it  wat  extended  to  the  avenge  of 
five  yearsy  which  included  the  unfortunate  year  of  x  793.  A  muU 
titude  of  people,  in  which  himfelf  was  included,  were  then  very 
much  hurt  in  their  property,  beyond  what  the  two  fucceeding  years 
'  could  retrieve,  and  therefore  he  thought  that  period  fliould  be  in- 
cluded within  the  fpace  in  which  the  average  income  ifaa  to  be 
afcertained, 

Mr.'TIERNEY  reprobated  the  frequent  ufe  of  die  term  ^<  eva- 
fion,"  and  thought  a  great  variety  of  cafes  of  hardilrip  might  be 
put,  if  the  average  was  to  be  made  on  three  years.  Evalion  was 
an  barib  phrafe,  and  ought  not  to  be  dealt  out  fo  Kberally.  Many 
men  felt  then^lves  fo  hard  prefled  in  refpedt  to  their  families,  and 
had  fo  much  reafon  to  complain  of  the,  wei^  of  taxes,  that  they 
muft  feel  themfelves  honediy  and  confeientioufly  juftifiable  in  try- 
ing whether,  without  violating  the  letter  of  the  law,  they  might  not 
avoid  apart  of  the  burden.  He  did  not  blame  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman for  endeavouring  to  make  his  tax  as  productive  as  pofiible  ; 
but  no  harih  exprcflions  (hould,  however,  be  applied  to  men,  parti- 
cularly where  fome  could  not  aflord  to  contribute  to  the  extent  re- 
quired i  and  with  others  the  refledlion  might  artiie,  that  the  money 
would  not  be  applied  as  well  as  they  could  with  ;  or  where,  perhaps, 
the  confideration  of 'both  principles  might  prevail.  He  (fidf  not 
blame  the  honourable  gentleman  for  making  the  rule  as  ftrid  as 
poffible,  as  he  bad  before  dated  ;  at  the  &me  time  he  highly  ap- 
proved of  enlarging  the  average  to  five  years,  agreesd>le  to  the  fug- 
geilion  of  the  worthy  Baronet. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
right  in  fuppofing  that  confcientious  men  would  think  themiclves 
Jufiifiable  in  taking  every  advantage  to  evade  the  tax,  it  was  the 
more  incumbent  on  him  to  make  the  letter  of  the  law  fo  ftrid  that 
its  fpirit  fiiould  not  be  evaded.  That  any  confideration  of  the  mode 
in  which  the  money  would  be  applied,  fliould  enter  into  the  contem- 
plation of  the  fubjeCl  when  called  upon  for  the  payment,  he  could 
not  conceive ;  but  if  fo^,  this,  as  furnishing  another  pretext  for  ev»* 
fion,  was>  a  farther  reafon'for  guarding  againfi  it.  As  to  the  average 
of  five  years,  it  only  multiplied  the  objedions  to  the  mode  propofisd 
of  leaving  a  man  at  liberty  to  adopt  the  average  of  three,  whenever 
he  (hould  think  pioper,  as  all  thofe  who,  within  thefe  three  years^ 
had  rifen  to  a  flourifliiiig  fiate  in  trade  and  bufinefs,  of  whom,  ih 
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the  rgpid  progreTs  of  lAiprovement,  there  were  many  infiancetf,  would 
be  too  much  favoured  by  ^ving  them  the  advantage  of  the  precede 
ing  years,  when  their  income  might  have  been  very  ificonfiderabfe. 

Mr«  WILBERFORCE  dwelt  much  upon  evafiop,  and  the  ne« 
Ceffity  of  preventing  men,  wht)  would  felfiflily  enjoy  all  the  com* 
forts  of  life,  isvithout  contributing  in  their  due  proportion  to  thdr 
fyrefervarion,  from  t^e  farther  pradKcc  of  fuch  an  illiberal  fyllem. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  frrid,  it  wiis  a  common  faying,  that  tricks  which 
#ere  fair  in  love  were  alfo  fair  iti  taxation  ;  that  is,  that  every  ad- 
trantage  which  could,  might  be  takerl.  So  he  might  fuppofe  nany 
cfonfcicntious  men  would  think  thcmfelves  juftified  to  take  every  ad- 
vantage of  this  law,  not  to  evade  the  letter  of  it,  but  its  heavy  elFeds. 
Btit  he  could  illuftrate  this  more  precifely.  It  had  lately  occurred 
that  a  very  diftinguifhed  gerfon  thought  it  neither  a  fin  nor  a  (hame 
to  evade  his  proportion  at  the  period  of  the  triple  afleflment.  He 
pofktkd  an  handfome  penfion,  but  having  in  view  the  certainty  of 
a  place  of  much  grater  emolument,  he  rcfigned  the  penlion,  and 
look  advantage  of  the  interval  to  include  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  in  his  return.  The  perfon  alluded  to,  he  faid,  now  held  a 
(!onfiderable  office,  and  th^t  the  honourable  gentleman  need  not  look 
far  for  him,  as  he  might  be  found  among  his  mod  intimate  ac« 
quaintancc^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  if  the  cafe  was  put  as  a  real  one, 
k  defehred  the  moft  ferious  attention^  and  called  upon  tht  honour- 
uhU  gentleman  to  name  the  perfon«  ' 

Mr,  TlERKEY  declined  to  do  fo- 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  rofe,  and  infifted  the  period  alluded  to 
iliould  be  named.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  undertook  to  ftatc 
a  cafe  of  that  nature,  he  (bought  he  (hould  not  refCife  to  fpecify  par- 
ticulars* He  ought  to  t)€  prepared  to  difcldfc  the  whole  cafe,  or  not 
mention  it  at  all. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  would  not  have  ftatcd  what  he  did 
without  rcafon.  He  had  it  from  rcfpe6lable  authority;  but  confeifed 
he  did  not  confidcr  himfelf  juftifiabk  in  mentioning  the  name  until 
ht  (hould  make  farther  inquiry,  nor  did  he  really  think  it  of  fuch 
great  importance  to  be  taken  up  fo  warmly, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
might  do  an  injury  by  declining  to  name  the  perfon,  whereas,  if  he 
did  name  the  perfon,  none  could  arife  in  the  want  of  his  being  mif-* 
taken.  If,  however,  he  would  not  fpecify  particulars,  by  Aating 
the  name,  the  place,  and  the  authority,  he  muft  confider  the  ftate- 
tnetit' totally  unfounded.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  the 
perfon  alluded  to  was  an  officer  of  confidcrable  confequcncev  anrf 
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that  if  he  looked  about  he  could  find  him  in  a  narrow  circle. .  l^'or 
his  paxt,  if  he  was  to  recollcdl,  he  rouft  fay  he  did  know  an  in- 
ihince,  and  only  one,  of  a  perfon  who  had  lately  relinquiflied  a 
penfion,  and  received  an  office  of  confiderable  confequence  ^  but  if 
the  allufion  was  meant  to  apply  tp  him,  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  been  moft  grofsly  deceived  ;  for,  from  his^perfonal  knowledge, 
and  from  fads  alfo,  he  could  aver  the  perfonage  meant  had  paid  his 
full  proportion^  making  no  other  deduction  than  what  he  was  judly 
and  fairly  entitled  to,  amounting  to  one  tenth  ;  but  that  perfonage 
did  not  reft  thcre^  for  he  doubled  that  fum  in  voluntary  contribu- 
tion  i  fo  that  inftead  of  a  tenth,  he  adtually  paid  a  fifth  of  his  wholt 
income^ 

Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  confeflfed  he  had  heard  the  fame  ru- 
mour as  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney) ;  at  the  fame 
time  he  muft  add,  that  he  believed  it  to  be  unfounded. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  was  ready  to  agree  to  the  proportion 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) ;.  and  if  the  Houie 
ihould  hear  no  more  on  the  fubje^t,  that  his  ftatcmcnt  (hould  be  fup- 
pofed  unfounded. 

Mr.  PERCIVAL  expreflcd  a  wiOi  that  the  fubjed  had  not  been 
mentioned.  He  remarked,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
fpoken  as  if  many  confcientious  perfons  thought  no  harm  (to  ufe 
his  expreflion}  of  '^  tricking  in  love,  or  tricking  the  Public." 
What  the  honourable  gentleman's  idea  was.of  confciencc  hcknew 
not ;  but,  for  his  part,  he  (hould  confider  fuch  condud  as  unquef* 
tionably  immoral. 

.  Mr.  BANKS,  alluding  to  what  had  been  faid,  that  if  the  Houfe 
heard  no  farther  upon  the  fubjcft,  they  ought  to  fuppofc  it  to  be  on*' 
founded;  conceived  that  it  was  not  fufficient.  If  it  (hould  provs 
to  be  unfounded,  the  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  retra^l  the 
chaige  as  publicly  as  he  had  made  it.  •  With  regard  to  the  perfon 
who  had  been  whifpered  about,  he  happened  to  know  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  payment  of  his  fair  proportion  to  the  tax,  he  bad  given 
a  contribution. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  laid,  whenever  he  was  convinced  that  upon 
any  fubjed  he  was  wrong,  he  had  not  the  leail  hefitation  to  avow 
it ;  but  he  muft  fay  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken 
lad, could  hardly  expedl  that  he  fhould  acknowledge  himfelf  to.be 
wrong  without  inquir}*.  But  gentlemen  feemed  to  him  really  to 
havetajccn  up  the  fubje£l  too  ferioufly.  With  regard  toNhe  perfon 
alluded  to,  he  begged  the  honourable  Member  under  him  not  tocon- 
(Iruc  him  to  have  whifpered  his  name  to  any  one ;  at  the  fame  timt 
he  had  not  the  leaft  obje£tiori  to  inquire  incu  the  circumftance^  and. 
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having  fo  inquired,  to  fatisfy  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  Bat 
with  refped  to  being  put  thus  to  the  torture,  it  was  what  he  could 
not  fubmit  to.  He  repeated  that  he  had  not  the  leaA  hefitation  to 
ftate  the  refult  of  his  inveftigation  to  the  righ^  honourable  gentleman 
privately,  if  he  wifhed  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  declared  that  it  was  not  witli  a  view  to 
place  the  honourable  Member  in  any  difagrciablc  fituation  that  he 
mentioned  the  fubjedt.  He  mentioned  .it  bccaufe  he  thought  it  a 
point  of  importance,  and  he  felt  and  believed  that  the  honourable 
gentlentan  had  flated  it  as  an  illuAration.  He  could  not  help, 
however,  being  of  opinion,  that  if  he  had  thought  nrwrc  upon  it,  he 
would  not  have  Oatcd  it  as  an  illu(lration  ;  biit  hecotild  not  accept 
of  the  explan.ition  which  had  been  given.  He  wifhed,  however, 
to  fave  trouble  to  all  parties.  If  the  honourable  Member  inquired 
into  the  circumrtances,  and  found  nothing  in  it,  the  Houfe  were  to 
think^  if  they  heard  no  more  upon  it,  that  there  was* nothing  in  it. 
But  though  the  honourable  Member  had  not  whifpcrcd  the  name  of 
the  perfon,  yet  he  found  that  it  had  reached  .other  fwrfon?,  though  it 
had  not  reached  him.  He  took  it,  that  it  v^is  meant  to  be  ftated, 
that  the  perfon  had  not  included  in  his  ftatemcllt  the  penfion  he  had 
relinqu'idiedy  nor  the  office  he  was  on  the  point  of  accepting.  The 
inftancc  to  which  the  whif|)cr,  he  had  been  informed,  feemed  to 
point,  was  that  of  the  perfon  who  had  been  appointed  one  of  Hts 
Majefty's  Poftmaftcrs  General ;  and  here  he  could  fave  the  ho- 
nourable  Member  trouble,  by  Aating  pliinly  and  decifively,  that 
whatever  the  quarter  was  from  wWch  he  had  received  the  intelli- 
gence, he  was  deceived.  So  far  from  the  fa^  being  true,  he  could 
alTert  that  that  perfon  had  given  in  his  income  as  high  as  it  could 
be  given  in  ;  that  he  had  only  claimed  the  exceptions  to  which  be 
was  fairly  entitled  by  law,  and  that  having  fo  done,  he  had  doubled 
the  tenth,  and  ^^"s  paid  a  fifth.  The  perfon  to  whom  he  mearkt 
to  »llu(fc  was  the  perfon  who  had  been  laft  appointed  one  of  the 
Poftmaftcrs  General. 

Mr.  SMITH,  the  cliairman,  faid,  that  he  hoped  iImj  Committee 
would  be  of  opinu  !^  that  as  the  circumftancc  had  been  nKntiuncd, 
he  had  not  a&vd  improperly  in  fufFering  the  difcufilon  to  proceed 
to  the  length  it  had  d<mc.  He  believed,  however,  it  wt)uld  now  be 
as  clear  to  tiic  Coirmittec,  that  it  was  time  to  rcfume  the  original 
fubjccil  before  diem,  and  therefore  he  muft  recall  their  attention  to 
the  claufes  of  the  bill. 

In  th!at  part  of  the  trade  claufe  which  gave  the  trader  an  option 
of  returning  the  income  of  a  year,  or  an  average  of  three  years, 
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Mr.  Thornton  propofed  that  the  option  once  made  (hould  be  abided 
by.     On  which, 

Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  faid,  that  he  certainly  muft  obje6^  to 
that  akeration  ;  for  it  went-  to  an  entire  departure  from  that  princi- 
,ple  of  alleviation  which  he  always  thought  that  claufe  contained. 
To  his  mind  the  greateft  objection  to  the  bill  was,  tliat  uncertain 
and  temporary  income  was  taxed  to  the  fame  amount  as  permanent 
income,  and  the  precari<:ufnefs  of  the  income  of  traders  was  greater 
than  any  other  ;  he  thought  therefore  the  option  at  firil  given  to 
traders  of  felc^ting  the  income  of  the  \M\  preceding  year,  or  on  the 
average  of  three  years,  was  meant  by  the  framers  of  the  bill  to  cor- 
re&  in  fome  meafure  the  inequality  of  its  operation  with  refpe^  to 
thofe  who  miift  endure  much  hardship  hy  it ;  he  ho|>c:d,  therefore, 
that  the  Committee  would  permit  that  to  remain  as  it  flood,  viz. 
That  the  option  (hould  be  annual* 

In  that  part  where  dedudions  were  to  be  allowed  to  traders, 
Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  faid,  that  as  it  had  been  confcffed  that 
this  bill  branched  out  from  the  prineiplc  of  that  which  had  laft  year 
paflcd  for  the  accumulated  aflfeiTed  taxes,  and  certainly  contained 
much  of  its  hard(hips,  he  hoped  that  it  would  alfo  contain  a  portion 
of  that  lenient  fpirit  towards  a  particular  clafs  of  people  which  the 
right   honourable  gentleman   was  laft   year   induced    to  give— -he 
meant  the  retail  (hopkeeper^     Gentlemen  muft  know  that,  in  chu- 
iing  their  refidence,  manufacturers  will  fettle  where  labour  is  abun- 
dant, where  rent  is  low,  where  fuel  is  plenty,  or  where  provifions 
are  cheap  ;  but  the  (hopkeeper,  who  fells  to  the  public  the  articles 
of  manufadlory,  cannot  have  much  eledtiop— — he  muft  have  a  (hop 
in  a  populous  ftrect,  that  (hop  muft  make  a  handfome  appearance  to 
fhew  off*  the  articles  it  exhibits,  in  order  to  catch  the  attention  of 
paflengers.     The  (hopkeeper  himfelf,  as  well  as  his  afTiftants,  muft 
be  ntwre  particular  in  their  drcfs  and  appearance  than  thofc  whofc 
bu(inefs  docs  not  require  continual  intercourfc  with  their  cuftomcrs, 
and  the  high-rented  houfe  which  they  occupy  cannot  be  coniidered 
but  as  an  article  or  impliment  of  trade,  and  is  as  much  fo  as  their 
wdghts  and  fcales,  or  their  meafurcs — he  trufted,  therefore,  that  the 
Committee  would  confidcr   this  clafs  of  traders,  and  grant  th^m 
fome  alleviation — for  which  purpofe  he  moved,  that  after  the  few 
words  general  dedudion,  (hould  be  added — *'  and  the  amount  of 
rent  of  fuch  houfes  and  warehoufcs  as  belong  to  tenants  of  retail 
(hops,  and  are  inhabited  by  retail  traders.^' 
The  fchedule  being  gone  thmugh, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  came  now  to  the  new  claufes  ; 
but  as  he  had  already  ftated  the  fubftance  of  them,  and  as  they 
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feemed  to  meet  thjs  concurrence  of  the  Houfe,  he  (hould  not  enter 
at  any  length  into  them  now.  But  there  was  one  material  claufc 
which  he  had  not  dated  before  ;  the  daufe  for  making  allowances 
for  children.  In  the  original  ftatement  which  he  had  fubmittcd  to 
the  Houfe,  gentlemen  would  recoUcA  he  had  fuggefied  the  propriety 
of  making  the  allowances  for  children  laiger  than  they  were  in  the 
Afleifod^tax  Bill.  In  that  bill  there  were  no  allowances  made  for  a 
fewer  number  riian  (bur  children  ;  the  fcale  then  rofe  from  four  to 
eighty  and  from  eight  to  ten.  In  the  firft  cafe,  an  allowance  was 
made  often  per  cent. ;  in  the  fecond,  fifteen  ;  in  the  third,  twenty 
per  ceiit.  But  it  feemed  to  htm  a  much  more  convenient  and  de- 
iirable  thing  to  make  an  allowance  for  each  child,  even  for  one 
child.  In  the  next  place,  he  (hould  propofe  that  a  dedudion 
ihould  be  made  according  to  claiTes  of  income,  which  was  not  pro- 
pofed  to  be  made  on  other  cafes  under  the  bill.  The  prefumption 
upon  which  the  Committee  went  was,  that  whatever  was  an  addi- 
tional expence,  ought  to  be  made  a  dedudion  from  the  taxable  in- 
come of  a  perfon  as  far  as  related  to  children.  The  Committee 
would  probably  be  of  opinion,  that  in  this  there  ought  to  be  made 
a  diftinfiion  of  claflcs  of  income.  He  (hould>  therefore,  fuggeft 
that  a  dedudion  (hould  be  made  of  five  per  cent,  from  the  iiKome 
for  each  child,  in  the  clafs  of  income  from  (ixty  pounds  a  year  to 
four  hundred.  The  effect  of  this  wc%1d  be,  that  there  would  be 
five  per  cent,  for  each  child,  and  that  the  higheft  cafe  of  ten  chil- 
dren, which  gave  only  twenty  per  cent,  in  the  Affeded-tax  Bill, 
would  in  this  bill  give  fifty  per  cent.  This  deduction,  then,  would 
be  more  than  double  what  it  had  been  propofed  to  be  laft  year. 
The  fecond  clafs  of  income  was  fmm  40ol.  to  loool.  a  year,  upon 
which  he  propofed  that  there  (hould  be  an  allowance  of  four  per  cent* 
on  the  income  of  each  child.  The  third  clafs  was  from  1,000]. 
to  5, cool,  a  year,  upon  which  he  fuggclied  that  the  allowance  (hould 
be  3  per  cent  for  each  child  ;  and  that  all  income  above  5,000!.  a 
year  (hould  have  no  more  than  2  percent,  for  cach^ child.  This 
was  the  fubftance  of  the  claufe  which  he  meant  to  fubmit  to  the 
Committee  with  refpe^  to  children ;  and  he  trufted  gentlemen 
would  fee  that,  witliout  any  departure  ^  from  any  principle  upon 
which  the  mcafure  was  founded,  it  was  a  proper  modification,  and 
was  calculated  to  afford  fubiVantial  relief  to  thofc  valuable  clafTes, 
where  relief  was  moft  wanted. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid — I  cannot  forbear.  Sir,  from  cxprcfling 
the' great  fatisfadlion  I  have  received  from  the  prnpofition  which  ha« 
juft  been  fubmittcd  to  us  ;  a  fatisfadiioh  which,  I  am  perfuaded,  the 
Committee  will  participate  with  me.     Every  gentleman.  Sir,  mull 
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be  fenfihk  diat  the  ftlkf  propofed  to  be  afibrded  is  t  great  atid  fub- 
fhinttal  one.  Tn  fo  comprehenfive  a  Bieafiire  as  the  pitfent,  it  is 
fruiclefs  to  fuppofe  that  gi(eat-hard(h]ps  will  not  he  felt ;  it  is  firuitlcfs 
to  imagine  that  confiderable  inoonveninKcs  will  not  occur,  The 
Houfe  could  not  forefee  all  the  difficulties  that  might  arife  ;  and 
even  if  they  could  forefce  them,  I  tnift  they  would  not  provide  for 
all  of  them,  becaufe,  if  they  did,  they  would  defeat  the  efficacy  and 
equity  of  the  meafore.  Sir,  we  muft  take  our  fiand  upon  a  fixed 
principle  :  and  from  that  we  muft  not  depart.  The  principle  of 
the  prefcnt  meafure  is  to  raife  a  tenth  of  every  roan's  income,  as 
far  as  it  is  pradicable.  By  that  principle  I  am  happy  to  fee  the 
Committee  are  determined  to  abide.  If,  indeed,  they  were  to  de- 
part from  it,  they  would  fritter  away  the  meafure  altogether*  In 
carrying  this  principle  into  execution,  we  muft  be  governed  by  duty, 
or  rather  governed  by  a  ooreA  view  of  the  interefts  of  individuals. 
The  foundation  upon  which  my  right  honourable  friend  has  propofed 
this  modification  is,  that  childre/i  abforb  a  larger  proportion  of  a 
fmall  income  than  of  a  laige  one.  This  is  true  in  fad ;  and  the 
adoption  of  it  wiJI  not  fubjedt  the  Houfe  to  any  inconveniences. 
When  the  Committee  confider  what  is  the  defcription  of  perfons  to 
whom  this  benevolence  is  propofed  to  be  extended,  I  am  fure  that 
their  fatis&<9ion  will  be  equal  to  nriy  own.  It  will  relieve  many 
gentlemen  who  live  in  the  country  upon  fmall  incomes  —it  will  re« 
lieve  many  perfons  who,  with  fuch  credit  to  themfelves  and  fuch  ad- 
vantage to  the  country,  have  formed  themfeves  into  yeomanry  and 

.  volunteer  corps — above  all,  Sir,  it  will  affi)rd  relief  to  that  mod 
valuable  and  moft  refpedable'dafs  of  men,  the  clergy,  who  live 
upon  fmall  livings  and  have  laige  families  ;  they  muft  excite  in  a 
peculiar  d^ree  the  attention  and  prote£Kon  of  the  Houfe  ;  they  are 
bound  from  a  fenfeof  what  is  due  to  thdr  (ituation,  they  are  ftimu- 
lated  by  a  knowledge  of  the  facrcdnefs  of  their  fimdlions,  they  are 
excited  by  the  education  which  they  have  received,  to  maintain  a 
ftilc  of  life  beyond  their  income,  but  not  beyond  their  refpe3abjlity. 
To  them  the  relief  will  be  a  woA  important  one.  Str^  to  thofe 
who  have  taken  the  pains  to  look  at  all  to  the  prad^ice  of  our  an- 
cbftors,  it  Ynuft  be  matter  of  pride  and  exultation  to  find  that  it  is 
only  in  late  times  that  thefe  Tdeas  of  modification  have  been  adopted. 
Let  gentlemen  look  to  the  catalogue  of  former  taxes ;  let  them  look 

•  to  the  tenths,  the  fifteenths,  the  fcutage,  the  taillages,  and  the  afTefT- 
ments  of  thofe  times,  and  they  will  find  in  none  of  them  fudi  nKxIi* 
ficati<jns  as  have  been  introduced  in^  very  recent  periods.  Let  the 
Houfe  recoUe<ft  that  no  diflindions  were  taken  by  thofe  who  preceded 
us.     Then,  Sir^  let  gentlemen  fee  that  when  as  much  as  four  (hil* 
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lings  in  the  pound  was  laid  upbn  real,  and  two  fliiUingp  and  fixpence 
upon   moveable  pioperty,  no  ideas  of  diftin€liOns  and  defcripCions 
of  property  were  ever  introduced  into  the  Houfe.     Look  when  the 
land  tax  was  adopted  as  a  fubftitute  for  the  fubfidies,  then  fee  that 
it  operated  as  a  poundage  upon  all  perfons.     Look  at  thofe  things, 
and  then  view  the  principle  of  this  modiBcation,  which  afibrds  fub- 
fiantial  relief  where  it  is  moil  wanted.     I  (hould  be  forry,  Sir^  to 
fee  this  gteat  meafure  encumbered  and  frittered  away  by  noodifi* 
cations ;  for  by  the  adoption  of  it,  the  neceffity  for  loans,  which  ope- 
rate as  a  perpetual  burden  upon  the  country,  will  be  done  away,  and 
the  depreciation  of  public  credit  prevented.     A  conteil  has  been 
long  maintained  between  this  country  and  France.     The  beft  way, 
in  my  confdence,  I  believe,  Co  (hortcn  it,  is,  to  (hew  that  we  are 
prepared  for  carrying  it  on.     We  were  iirft  attacked  upon  our 
principles,  and  then  the  en^y  hoped  to  find  an  ally  in  the  aliena- 
tion of  the  minds  of  the  people  from  the  Conftitution.     In  that 
hope,  and  in  that  defign,  they  were  repelled  by  the  good  fenfe  and 
firmneis  of  the  nation.     Their  next  attempt  was  upon  the  indepen* 
dance  of  the  country.  They  threatened  Great  Britain  with  the  fame 
ruin  and  de vacation  which  have  marked  their  progrefs  in  all  other 
countries  ;  but  the  e(Ie£t.  of  that  menace  was  to  raife  the  country  to 
a  man.     They  derived  other  hopes  ;  tlvry  were  encouraged  by  the 
depreciation  of  public  credit,  and  by  the  amount  of  the  public  debt, 
which,  perhaps  not  unreafonably,  has  been  denominated  tl^  be(l  ally 
of  the  enemy.     It  is  in  the  power  of  the  Houfe  to  meet,  if  not  to 
diflblve,  that  alliance.  Sir,  I  (hould  be  forry  to  fee  any  thing  adopted 
to  impair  the  principle  of  a  tax,  which,  I  believe  in  my  confcicnce, 
will  go  farther  to  animate  thofe  whom  it  is  our  intereft  to  animate, 
and  to  carry  difmay  into  the  hearts  of  the  enemy,  than  even  tlie 
vi(5tories  we  have  gained,  or  that  recent  one  of  which  neither  we  nor 
our  poflerity  can  ever  fpeak  without  the  warmeft  admiration  and  ap- 
plaufe.      I  trud  the  efFedlof  this  meafure  will  be  to  roufe,  to  (limu* 
late,  and  to  excite  thofe  who  are  to  co-operate  with  os.     Thefe, 
Sir,  are  the  fentiments  which  I  (hall  always  entertain.      It  would 
have  been  highly  gratifying  to  my  own  mind,  if  I  could  have  (tated 
more  at  length  what  I  feel  upon  the  principle  of  the  meafure  before 
us.     TlieHouie  will    be   aware  that   it   is  only  in  a  Committe 
I  can  exprefs  my  fentiments  upon  any  fubjed.     Sir,  I  (incercly  re- 
joice at  the  modification  which  has  been  propofed,  becaufe,  without 
infringing  the  principle  of  the  bill,  it  is  calculated  to  diminilh  the 
prc(rure  where  the  preffure  is  moft  felt,  and  to  afford  relief  where 
relief  is  moft  wanted. 
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Sir  W.  PULTENEY  cnicitaincd  no  manner  of  doubt  that  the 
modiiication  propofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
^ve  great  fatisfadlion  to  the  country  in  general  ;  but  though  he,  as 
highly  as  any  one,  approved  the  modification^  he  could  not  avoid  fiill 
being  averfe  to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  His  objcdion  was  not  to 
the  amount  of  the  fum  to  be  raifed  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought 
every  man  in  the  country  ought  to  contribute  to  its  defence  and  fup- 
port  in  the  prefent  arduous  conteft  in  which  it  \^*as  engaged,  as 
largely  as  his  means  would  enable  him  ;  but  his  fears  were  how  far 
this  bill  encroached  upon  the  principles  of  the  ConRitution.  The 
fum  to  be  raifed  no  one  would  objefl  to  ;  but  if,  by  the  mode  of 
railing  it,  we  violated  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  every  man 
in  the  country  ought  to  fet  his  face  againft  it.  The  advantages  to 
be  obtained  by  raifing  the  money  would  be  too  dearly  purchafed. 
On  this  fubjeift  he  fhould  have  a  more  favourable  opportunity  of 
cxprcfling  his  fchtiments  when  the  report  was  confidercd.  With 
regard  to  the  new  claufes  it  was  impoflible  at  prefenf  to  fay  any 
thing,  but  he  confidered  they  would  be  open  to  difcuiTion,  and  that 
the  Houfc,  by  receiving  them  in  filence,  was  not  precluded  from 
confidering  the  propriety  of  them  hereafter.  Farther  obfervations 
he  would  poftpone  till  he  faw  the  bill  printed,  repeating  only,  that 
he  did  not  objedl  to  the  fum,  but  that  he  confidered  the  mode  of 
raifing  it  unconfHtutional.  On  that  ground  he  (hould  take  his 
fland,  and  on  that  ground  alone  (hould  heoppofe  the  bill. 

Right  honourable  D.  RYDER  faid,  it  was  extremely  painful 
to  his  feelings  to  make  the  fmalleft  objeflion  to  a  fpceics  of  modi- 
fication which  feemed  to  flow  from  the  principles  of  humanity  ;  but 
he  was  apprehenfive  the  degree  to  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  carried  it,  might  prove  prejudicial  to  the  prirjciple  of 
the  bill^  It  was  neceffary  the  Houfe  (hould  cautioufly  guard  againfl 
extending  the  reductions  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  defeat  the  objed  of 
the  meafure.  He  was  of  opinion  the  reduflion  in  favour  of  per- 
fons  with  families  ought  not  to  extend  to  thofc  whofe  incomes' 
amounted  to  i,oool.  a  year,  unlefs  they  had  three  children  at  the 
leait.  He  alfo  thought  a  diftindlion  ought  to  be  made  in  the  fcale 
of  reduction,  'according  to  the  ages  of  the  children, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  not  propofed  the  modifica- 
tion but  from  a  firm  impreffion,  that  it  was  as  much  founded  in  po- 
licy as  in  juftice  and  humanity.  Its  operation,  on  the  one  hand, 
would  prevent  the  tax  exceeding  the  bounds  of  what  pcrfons,  -  in 
every  fituation  in  life,  ought  to  contribute  ;  and,  en  the  other, 
would  in  no  refpe6^  be  injurious  to  the  principle  of  the  meafure, 
but  would  rather  extend  it  by  alleviating  the  prcffureof  the  burden 
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of  thofe  who,  fnxn  the  drcumftaDce  of  Aeir  having  families  to 
provide  for,  were  mod  entitled  to  relief.  He  hoped,  whatever 
doubts  gentlemen  mi|^  have  with  refpefi  to  the  modificatiop,  tfaej 
would  fufpend  them  till  the  claufe  was  printed,  when,  he  was  per- 
fuaded,  that,  attending  to  the  propofcd  relief,  with  reference  to  its 
judice,  and  applying  every  degree  of  caution  to  prote3  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  they  would,  in  both  refpei^s,  find  it  entitled  to  their 
fuUeft  approbation.  He  diflRned  from  the  honourable  t;entlenian, 
who  thought  the  relief  ought  not  to  apply  to  perfons  of  i oool.  a  year 
income,  with  kfs  than  three  children.  When  he  regarded  the  fitu* 
acion  of  merchants,  and  gentlemen  of  i,oool.  a  year,  who  had  fons 
to  whom  they  were  obliged  to  give  expenfive  educations;  or  daughters 
to  whom  it  was  neccfTary  to  give  portions  fuitable  to  their  expeda- 
tions,  he  conceived  they  were  equally  entitled  to  relief  with  perfons 
in  more  humble  (ituations  of  life,  and  particularly  as  they  did  not 
derive  that  aid  from  their  children  which  the  poor  clai&s  of  people, 
in  many  cafes,  did.  With  refpcd  to  the  diftinA^on  propofed  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  according  to  the  different  ages  of  chil- 
dren, he  was  not  aware  how  it  could- be  nude  with  the  lead  uni- 
formity ;  for  it  was  obvious  the  children  of  the  poor  were  moft  ex- 
peniive  to  their  parents  when  young,  and  the  expence  was  compara- 
tively nothing  when  they  advanced  in  years ;  whereas,  in  the  higher 
claflcs,  the  effed  was  precifcly  the  reverfe,  for  there  the  expence  of 
children,  when  young,  was  trifling,  but  proportbnably  heavy  when 
it  became  neceffary  to  eftablifh  them  in  lift.  It  was  in  confequencc 
of  his  not  being  able  to  make  any  diftinfiion  between  thehig)i€(a(id 
lower  dafles,  with  tefpeSt  to  their  relative  claims  to  relief  on  fti^jmrc 
of  their  families,  that  he  had  adopted  one  uniform  fydem  of  relu<SUon. 
He  had  propofed  this  modification  as  the  bed  refult  which,  under 
all  circumdances,  he  had  been  enabled  to  draw.  He  defired  the 
Houfe  to  examine  the  claufe  attentively,  applying  all  that  caution 
which  had  been  recommended ;  but  at  the  &me,time  bearing  in 
mind,  that  every  fhilling  taken  from  that  clafs  of  the  puUic  that 
had  families  to  provide  for  was  taken  from  thofe  to  whom  it  was 
for  the  bcft  intereds  of  fociety  to  extend  relief. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  the  pn^fuion  met  his  moft  cor- 
dial fupport.  He  t^clieved  it  would  obviate  the  preiTure  of  tl\e 
burdeti  where  relief  ^as  moft  wanted,  and  render  the  meafure  alto- 
gether not  lefs  worthy,  on  the  general  fcore  of  policy,  than  on  the 
principle  of  humanity. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  obferved,  that  it  was  the 
principle  of  taxation  acknowledged  in  this  country,  that  the  4ini- 
ation,  income,  and  property  of  perfons,  fhould  be  fo  confidercd,  that 
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taxes  (hould  not  have  the  cfFeft  of  materially  Icflening  the  one  or 
the  other ;  and  for  this  rcafon  it  was  ncceflary  to  make  dcdudlions 
in  the  higher  as  well  as  the  lower  claflTcs.  It  was  on  this  general 
rule  the  principle  of  the  modification  proceeded.  It  was  imp6(rible 
to  defcend  to  particQlars ;  and  he  ;vifhed  the  Committee  to  con- 
fider,  whether  it  would  not  be  renderini;  the  podificatl6n  altogether 
impradicable,  if  they  were  to  load  it  with  diftin<Slions.  The  prin-  • 
ciple  of  relief  ought  to  be  genera},  and  the  Committee  would  do 
wrong  to  have  recou^fe  to  thofe  minutiae  which  could  never  be  fol- 
lowed up  without  entangling  the  whole  of  the  meafure.     Tliough 

'  the  children  of  one  clafs  might  not  be  fo  expenfive  as  thofe  of  ano- 
ther, yet  the  difference  was  to  be  balanced  by  future  cxprnces.  He 
repeated,  that  the  Committee  ought  not  to  m;ike  minute  diftindions, 
but  rather  to  confider  the  great  and  general  objed  of  relief  propofcd 
by  the  claufe,  in  which,  after  all,  it  was  impoffible  but  there  muft 
remain  confidenible  imperfedions. 

Mr/  SPEAKER  again  rofe  and  expreflfecT  his  approbation  of  the 
claufe,  and  the  mode  of  relief  held  out  by  it ;  he  pointed  out  the 
juftice  of  it,  by  comparing  it  with  the  practice  of  our  anceflors. 
There  were  two  fpccies  of  modification  reeognifed  in  the  outfet  of 
the  difcuilion  of  this  bill ;  one  referring  to  the  defcription  of  in- 
come, the  other  to  the  amount;  neither  of  thefc  had  ever  been 
adopted  by  thofe  legiflators  who  had  formerly  levied  taxes  in  this 
Houfe*  The  earlier  mode  of  levying  taxes  in  this  country  was  by 
tenths  and  fifteenths.     Thefe  were  levied   without  diftindlion,  nor 

'  was  there  anv  reduction  made  oh  account  of  the  (ituation  of  thofe 
who  were  to  pay  them.  To  this  fuccecded  Knight's  fcrvice,  which 
was  general  throughout  the  country,  and  commuted  for  by  a  tax  de- 
nominated fcutage  or  taillage.  In  the  tnode  of  levying  thefc  taxes, 
there  were  none  of  thofe  beneficial  diftindions  which  chara£terifed 
the  meafure  now  before  the  Houfe.  This  mode  of  taxation  gave 
place  to  fubfidies,  which  was  an  afleifment  of  not  lefs  than  four 
(hillings  in  the  pound  on  real  property,  and  two  (hillings  in  the 
pound  on  moveables.  I'his  was  levied  without  reference  to  de- 
fcription or  domeftic  (ituation  of  perfons.  During  the  time  of  the 
the  Prote6lor(hip,  when  the  unhappy  difputes  exifted  between  the 
King  and  his  Parliament,  the  Parliament  levied  weekly  contribu* 
tions  on  the  inhabitants,  he  would  not  fay  the  fubje^ts,  becaufe  they 

'  had  no  mpnarch  at  that  time  to  whom  they  paid  th^t  obedience  their 
duty  required.  Thefe  exadions  were  made  to  the  enormous 
amount  of  I2o,oool.  a  month,  according  to  the  arbitrary  will  of 
the  affcflbrSi  without  any  modiBcation  whatever.     When  the  land 

tax,  which  took  place  of  fubfidies,  was  adopted,  four  (hillings  in 
Vol.  VII.  3  G 
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the  pound  was  levied  indifcriminatelyy  without  any  regard  to  the  in- 
come of  the  perfon  on  whom  it  was  raifed,  or  any  reference  to  the 
number  of  their  families.  Merchants^  at  all  times,  continued  to  pay 
their  poundage  on  infurance  without  any  deduction.  7*he  poors* 
rates  had  always  been  levied  without  any  difcri  mi  nation  ;  the  num- 
ber of  a  man's  family  never  being  in  contemplation.  With  refped 
to  the  modification  propofcd,  ic  appeared  to  him  not  only  congenial 
to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  but  perfe£lly  in  unifon  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  meafure.  If  he  thought  it  in  the  leaft  operated  againft 
the  principle  on  which  the  bill  proceeded,  he  would  implore  the 
Houfe  to  reject  it ;  but,  he  was  perfuaded,  in  fuch  cafe,  there  would 
be  no  occaflon  for  his  arguments,  the  didlates  of  their  duty  and  their 
own  feelings  would  be  fufficient  to  induce  them  to  difapprove  of  it  4 
and  he  Believed  tiic  Houfe  bed  promoted  the  happinefs  of  the  com<^ 
munity,  by  the  ftri<3  difcharge  of  their  duty,  without  regard  to  other 
confiderations.  Upon  every  principle  of  expediency  snd  policy, 
they  v^ere  bound,  as  men  and  fcnators,  to  provide  for  th*  relief 
of  thofe  perfons  to  whom  the  chufe  in  qucftion  particularly  re- 
ferred. 

■  Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  obfcrved,  that  the  principle 
of  modification,  as  applied  to  didindlion  of  perfons,  was  recognifed 
in  the  reign  of  the  Plantagenets  ;  but  he  admitted  it  was  abandoned 
duriAg  the  reign  of  the  Stuarts. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  replied,  that  that  obfervation  only  applied  to 
the  Poll  Tax. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  a  great  variety  of  daufes 
to  offer ;  but  he  believed  it  would  be  more  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  Committee  th^t  they  (hould  be  given  in  without  entering 
into  any  detail  as  to  their  objetSls,  unle(s  any  gentleman  wi(hed  it 
otherwife. 

After  a  few  more  obfervations  from  Mr.  SMITH,  Mr.  EL- 
LISON, and  Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY,  the  claufcs  were 
received. 

The  report  was  afterwards  brought  up  and  received;  the  bill, 
with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  printed  ;  and  the  report  to  be 
taken  into  confideration  on  Thurfday  next. ' 

IVedneJdayy  Decemltr  26. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill 
for  continuing  the  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas-Corpus  Ad  ;  which 
being  read,  and  it  beuig  for  the  bill  going  into  11  Committee, 
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He  moved  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair. 
Mr.  COURTENAY  rofe  and  faid,  he  was  now  about  to  adduce 
additional  reafons  to  (hew  there  was  no  necelTity  for  fufpending  the 
HabeaS'CorpusAdl  any  longer ;  and  before  he  did  fo,  he  begged 
leave  to  read  the  declaration  made  by  His  Majefty  in  April : 

"  Whereas  it  appears  that  the  preparation  for  the  embarkation 
^*  of  troops  and  warlike  ftores  are  now  carried  on  with  confiderable 
'*  and  increafing  ai^ivity  in  the  ports  of  France,    Flanders,  and 
''  Holland,  with  the  avowed  defign  of  attempting  the  invafion  of 
'*  His  Majcfty's  dominions  ;  and  that  in  this  the  enemy  is  encou- 
raged by  the  correfpondence  and  communications  of  traitorous 
and  difafTe^led  perfons  and  focieties  of  thefe  kingdoms." 
Here,  he  faid,  was  a  plain  and  candid  rcafon  afiigned  for  the  fuf- 
penHon  of  the  Habeas-Corpus  A61 ;  but  he  would  follow  up  this 
declaration  of  His  Majefty  upon  that  importation  occafion,  and  afk^ 
Whether  the  cafe  was  the  fame  now  as  it  was  then?     Were  His 
Majefty's  enemies  making  any  preparation  for  the  invafion  of  thefe 
kingdoms  ?    If  they  were,  in  what  place,  or  in  what  manner,  were 
they  making  fuch  preparations  ?     And,  by  whom  were  they  aided 
and   abetted  in  this  country  ?     He  would  aflc  one  plain  general 
quefticn,  were  we  now  in  the  fame  fituation  as  we  were  laft  year 
when  the  Habeas- Corpus  Sufpenfion  A&  was  agreed  to?    Had  not 
our  enemies  been  baffled  and  difcomfitcd  in  different  parts  of  the 
world  ?      Was  it  likely  that  the  French  would  invade  this  country 
when  it  was  fcarcely  probable  that  they  (hould  retain  their  prefent 
conqueOs  ? — The  domihion  of  Britain  was  extended  ;  the  Medi- 
terranean and  Adriatic  feas  were  annexed  to  her  empire ;  and  the 
glorious  triumphs  of  her  navy  were  celebrated  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe.     We  looked  up  with   pi;ide  and  gratitude  to  the  re- 
nowned names  of  Nelfon  and  Jervis,  whofe  honours,  though  great, 
had  fcarcely  kept  pace  with  their  merits.     Their  unparalleled  ex- 
ploits had  even  extended  the  fame  and  glory  of  the  Britifh  navy  ; 
the  brilliancy  of  their  vi<Slories  ftood  unrivalled  in  *ur  triuniphant 
annals.     Skill  and  valour  were  happily  united  ;  and  the  fcienceof 
the  Britifh  Admirals  was  as  diftinguifhed  as  the  intrepidity  of  the 
Britifti  failors.     Why  then,  at  this  aufpioiis  period,  fufpcnd  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Acl  ?  '   Why  fling  this  cloud  of  dcfpotifm  over  our 
eyes  to  obfture  the  glorious  profpedl  ?    indeed  they  had  alfo  ferved 
their  country,    in  a  moft  fingular  and  unprecedented  manner,— 
eflfentially  and  conftitutionally — by  introducing  a  fpecies  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  in  this  country.     Being  called  by  His  Majefty  into 
artother  Houfc— the  frefh  laurels  they  had  planted  there — would 
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purify   the  vitiated   atmofphere-^ tainted  and   corrupted  by   fome 
blafts  of  putrid  and  azotic  air — refcind  from 

•       A  crv  of  •«  Order  !   Order  !"— "  Chair  !"1 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reminded   Mr.  Courtenay,   that  he  was   not 
fpcalsing  to  the  qucflion  before  the  Houfc. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  proceeded.  He  thought  he  might  have 
been  permitted  to  ufe  a  metaphorical  exprcffion,  efpecially  in  praife 
of  fuch  diOinguirtied  men  as  Lords  Nelfon  and  Jervis,  but  he  was 
corrcdicd.  He  faid,  he  (hould  not  have  touched,  perhaps,  cqr- 
tainlv  he  (hould  not  have  dwelt  upor\  this  fubj^,  had  he  not  ima- 
gined that  it  arofe  naturally  out  of  what  had  been  faid  on  a  former 
<iebate  upon  this  bill,  and  of  which,  in  point  of  fpirit,  if  not  in 
Arid^nefs  of  Unguage,  this  might  be  called  a  continuance.  He  mofl 
now  advert  to  what  had  been  faid  by  an  honourable  and  learned  gen- 
t^eman  on  the  Ia(^  debate  upon  this  meafure.  That  gentleman  had 
fbted  fome  points,  as  if  he  (Mr.  Courtcnay)  had  otifreprcfentcd 
fadls  relative  to  the  prifoncrs  in  Clcrktnwell,  wherein  ^ihc  State 
Prifoners  are  now  confined.  Gentlemen,  in  il;ic  difcufllon  of  this 
matter,  had  dwelt  much  on  topics  of  general  humanity,  on  which 
they  thought  proper  to  declaim  a  great  deal,  and  affert  many  things 
—one  word  of  which  he  did  not  deny.  But  he  (hould  now  repeat 
what  he  had  formerly  afiertcd  upon  the  fuhje<ft.  He  had  faid,  that 
men,  committed  either  for  trciifon,  fufpicinn  of  treafon,  or  treafon- 
able  prac'^ices,  were  confined  in  Clerkenwell  Houfe  of  Corredion>in 
narrow  penitentiary  cells  ;  and  neither  allowed  fire,  candle,  tHX>ks, 
or  the  ufual  indulgence  to  State  Piifoners.  He  had  afked  able  and 
experienced  lawyers,  whether  this.  rig(.ur  was  not  unexampled  in 
the  adminillration  of  juftice  in  tliis  country  ?  1  hey  had  anfwercd 
Jn  the  aHirmativc.  Thefe  fadls  he  had  ftated  the  other  night —  he 
was  C(mtradi<S>ed  indeed — but  was  a  fingle  faft  difproved  ?  Did 
not  the  cells  and  miferable  truckle  beds  exiii  ?  and  was  not  fire  and 
candle  inteniic^kd  f — One  learned  gentleman  had  alfo  charged  him 
with  arraigning  Lord  Kcnyon's  conduct  in  the  King's  Bench.  This 
he  demed.  It  Lotd  Kcnyon  had  fentenccd  Smith,  the  bookfe Her, 
to  fevcn,  fourteen,  or  twenty  one  years  imprifor^mcnt  for  a  libel, 
he  would  not  have  prcfumcd  to  qucfiion  the  legality  and  jufticc  of 
fuch  a  fcntence.  But  he  thouglu  he  might,  without  much  impro- 
priety, be  permitted  to  (^arc,  v^hat  he  (hould  always  think,  a 
rigorous  mode  of  carr)ing  this  fcntence  into  effetS!.  He  had  ex- 
perienced the  truth  (;f  the  late  Lord  Chatham's  obfervation  : 
"  Touch  but  a  cobweb  in  Wcltminfterhall,  and  the  old  fpider  will 
crawl  out."  Another  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  he  had  vifited 
the  prifon  himfclf,  had  examined  the  m^ittcr,  and  that  he  knew  the 
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reports  that  had  ^ne  abroad  upon  it  were  unfounded.  If  that  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was  now  in  the  Houfe,  he  would  a(k  him,  if 
he  was  in  this  prifon  (ince  the  time  of  pa£ing  judgement  on  the 
perfon  to  whom  he  alluded  ?  or  whether  he  was  there  fince  the 
commitment  of  thofe  who  arc  there  under  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Habeas- Corpus  A61  ?  Did  he  vifit  the  prifon  ?  and  was  it,  or  w^s 
it  not,  in  the  (ituatioki  which  he  had  defcribed  r  He  afked  that 
queAion.  Now,  as  a  corroboratiort  of  what  he  had  formerly  i^ated 
upon  this  matter,  he  begged  to  read>  as  part  of  his  fpeech,  a*^ letter 
from  the  wife  of  Colonel  Dcfpard : 

^*  Some  mention  having  been  made  in  the  newfpaper  reports  of 
**  the  Hc^ufc  of  Commons  relative  to  the  treatment  of  Colonel 
Dcfpard  in  the  New  Prifon,  I  think  it  neccffary  to  ftate 
that  the  Colonel  was  conBncd  near  feven  months  in  a  datnp  cell, 
**  not  feven  feet  fquarc,  without  either  fire  or  candle,  diair,  table, 
^'  knife,  fork,  a  glazed  window,  or  even  a  book  to  read.  I  made 
**  feveral  applicarions  in  perfon  to  Mr.  Wickham,  Under  Secre- 
tary-of  State,  and  by  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland— all  to  no 
purpofe.  About  the  20th  of  laft  month  he  was  removed  into  a 
room  with  a  fire,  but  not  until  his  feet  were  ulcerated  by  froft. 
For  the  truth  of  this  (latement,  I  appeal  to  the  honourable  Mr. 
Lawlefs,  or  John  Reeves,  Efq.  who  vilited  the  Colonel  in  pnfon, 
**  and  at  whofe  interccflion  he  was  removed. 

"  I  ftate  thcfc  h&s  without  the  Colonel's  knowledge,  as  even 
"  his  jailer  will  bear  witnclis  that  he  never  made  any  complaint 
"  of  his  treatment,  however  fevere  it  was.  The  Colonel  fcrved 
*'  His  Mijefty  thirty  years,  and  all  his  family  are  now  in  the  army. 

"  Bcrkeftry.fquare,  CATHARINE  DEbPARD, 

"  December  23,  1798." 

It  was  very  true  that  wfaen  he  faw  the  Colonel  he  made  no  com- 
plaint to  him.  He  afked  the  Colonel,  if  any  dilVmdlion  had 
been  ufed  in  refpedl  to  him,  or  if  he  had  been  confined  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  in  the  fame  (ituation,  as  the  other  Srate  Prifoncrs 
committed- fince  the  fufpcnfibn  of  the  Habt  ts  Corpus  A<^H 
He  anfweted  yes  i  that  they  had  been  all  treated  alike  ;  and 
he  had  been  confined  to  his  cell,  till  removed  by  the  hum  me 
interference  of  Mr.  Reeves.  If  ihefe  things  were  not  thus  —if  he 
was  not  to  believe  the  letter  of  Mrs.  Dcfpard,  nor  to  truft  to  the 
evidence  of  his  own  fenfes,  but  thai  both  were  deceptions  uj>on  him, 
all  he  could  fay  upon  the  matter  was,  that  it  was  very  extraordi- 
nary.    He  knew  Colonel  Defpard  thirty  years  ago ;  he  was  then 
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in  the  fervice.  An  honourable  gentleman  had  afked,  if  he  bad 
any  fympathy  wiih  prifoners  of  this  defcription  ?  He  underftood, 
and  held  in  contempt,  the  mean  and  malignant  infinuaiion.  He 
avowed,  and  always  would  avoVy-  that  he  iympathifed  with  the  vie- 
llms  of  opprcfljony  who  appeared  to  him  to  be  treated  tyrannicaliy 
and  inhumanly.  If  the  pcrfons  who  were  confined  in  this  prtfon, 
iinder  the  authority  (»f  this  ad,  w'ere  guilty,  Jet  them  be  tried,  and 
condemned  ;  but  if  they  were  not  guilty,  let  them  be  acquitted  :  at 
all  events  let  them  have  a  trial.  To  general  declamation  upon 
probable  guilt,  or  fufpicion  of  guilt,  he  paid  no  regard ;  nor  did 
ChriAian  rancour,  or  religious  facet ioufncfs,  affc^l  him  :  if  there 
was  any  thing  to  be  urged  again(^  thcfe  men,  let  it  be  fpccificd  :  any 
man  who  demanded  this,  demanded  nothing  but  juftice ;  and  any 
fnan  who  exerted  himfclf  to  dbtaih  that  juftice,  defcrvcd  efteem  for 
fuch  exertion.  At  the  time,  when  this  matter  was  firfl:  men- 
tioned,  he  did  not  believe  that  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  knew  it ; 
but  it  now  appeared  that  application  was  made  for  Colond  Defpard 
without  efFcd,  therefore  Minifters  muft  have  know»n  it.  He  had 
faid,  he  was  fure  they  did  not  know  it.  He  begged  pardon  of  the 
Houfe  for  having  led  it  into  that  millikc  ;  but  he  bcHcved  that  was 
the  only  infiancc  in  which  he  tmpofid  upon  the  Houfe.  But  fome 
gentlemen. hnd  infiflcd  that  thcfe  things  could  hot  be  as  thoy  were 
related  ;  and  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wrlberforcc)  bad  dif- 
pl.iycd  much  religious  facet  ioufncfs,  tempered  with  Chriftian  ran- 
cour, on  the  fubjccil.  He  hnd  iriurnpiiantly  afked,  Whcfhrr  it 
could  be  believed  that  fuch  arnK^iaiis  inhumanity  had  been  excr- 
cifcd  f  The  al|ciiged  h6\s  were  the  beft  refutation.  Yet, 
faid  Mr.  Courtcnay,  if  we  are  to  believe  a  certain  Chriftian 
moralili,  (confidcring  the  depraved  ftatc  of  human  nature),  all  this 
IS  very  probable.  "  That  profperity,"  fay^  he,  "  hardens  the 
heart ;  that  unlimited  power  is  always  abufed,  inftead  of  diffufing 
human  hajpinefs ;  that  our  nature  is  corrupt ;  that  the  imagination 
of  our  hearts  is  continually  evil ;  that  we  have  to  contend,  not  only 
with  our  natural  depravity,  but  with  tlic  power  of  darknefs,  the 
evil  fpirif,  whofe  dominion  is  fo  general  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  de* 
nomination  of  the  Prince  of  Darknefs."  He  obferved,  that  a  worthy 
Magiftrate  had  (kted,  that  the  prifon  which  he  alluded  to  was  not 
originally  defigned  for  perfons  of  this  defcription,  and  that  thdr 
being  fcnt  there  was  matter  of  ncceffity  ;  but  if  it  was  neccffary  to 
fend  them  to  this  place,  tlicre  was  no  ncccflity  of  treating  them  with 
inhumanity  when  th.cy  were  in  it.  Why  could  not  a  proper  houfe 
be  hired  for  this,  as  for  any  other  purpofe  ?  Did  gentlemen  believe 
that  the  people  of  this  country,  who  .afforded  thirty  and  forty  mil- 
lions a  year  for  the  public  fervice,  would  begrudge  three  or  four  hun- 
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dred  for  the  maintenance  of  prifoners  ?  Was  it  to  be  fuppofed 
that  the  loyalty  of  a  people,  who  are,  to  the  number  of  300,000 
in  arms  in  defence  of  their  country,  tvould  be  afFeded  by  the  et^- 
pence  of  a  few  hundreds  of  pounds  for  fuch  a  purpofe  as  this ;  and, 
indeed,  for  the  purpofe  of  common  humanity  ?  Did  any  one  fup* 
pofe  that  the  people  would  obfcure  their  luAre,  and  tarniih  their 
glory,  by  meanly  withholding  a  fmall  fum  of  money  to  [fupport  a 
few  prifoners  ?  He  faid,  that  in  his  opinion  the  complaints  of  abuic 
of  the  power  given  to  Government  by  this  ad^,  might  logically  be 
urgedagainft  its  renewal.  He  liad  dated  thcfe  h6\s,  becaufc  he  be- 
lieved them  to  be  true ;  but  if  they  Ihould  be  proved  to  be  £dfe,  he 
(hould  be  very  happy  to  retra£t  them. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  alluded  to  what  he  had  faid  in  a  former  debate.  He 
certainly  did  complain  that  fuch  refpedt  was  not  paid  as  ought  to 
have  been  paid  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  in  taking  notice  of  the 
cafe  of  an  individual  of  the  namie  of  Smith  for  publishing  a  libd 
called  ^*  the  Duties  of  Citizen(hip."  He  made  fome  obfervatiOns 
on  that  cafe,  and  he  would  repeat,  that  the  Court  of  King's  Bendi 
did  not  order  Smith  to  be  fent  to  that  prifon  until  after  ihcy  had 
been  well  affured  that  it  was  a  fit  and  proper  place  to  receive  him. 
TJiey  did  it.  in  the  execution  of  an  important  duty  which  they  owed 
the  public,  and  which  duty  they  difcharged  confcientioufly  ;  and 
the  honourable  gentleman,  who  talked  fo  much  of  cruelty,  would 
give  him  leave  to  fay,  that  he  knew  of  no  cruelty  fo  harfli  as  that  of 
a  Member  of  Parliament  endeavouring  to  tall  forth  the  public  in* 
dignation  on  perfons  ^ho  ftand  in  a  lituatlon  of  great  difficulty  as 
well  as  importance,  without  examining  the  cafe  on  which  they  fpeak. 
If  that  honourable  gentleman  had  applied  to  him  he  would  have 
given  him  all  the  grounds  on 'which  he  oppofed  thefe  affertions 
againd  the  prifon  In  quedion,  and  alfo  why  he  fu|^rrcd  this  bill. 
He  would,  likewife  tell  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  there  was 
no  cruelty  more  harfh  than  that  of  a  Member  of  Parliament  (btiog 
in  his  fpeech  as  an  authentic  account,  fomething  that  he  had  feen  in 
a  newfpaper  to  the  prejudice  of  any  public  officer,  or  any  other  indi* 
vSdual.  Such  was  the  cafe  here  in  regard  to  the  condufl  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland  and  of  Mr.  Wickham  ;  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  not  even  the  report  of  the  jailer  of  the  prifon  upon  the 
fubje^.  As  to  Colonel  Defpard,  he  was  a  man  who  had  been 
long  in  the  fervice  of  his  country  mod  certainly,  atul  who,  from 
inquiry  made  this  day,  appeared  to  have  conduded  himfelf  well  in 
his  confinement.  The  report  of  the  cafe  of  this  gentleman,  as 
ftated  this  night,  was  taken  from  a  ktter  publifbcd  in  the  ncwfpa* 
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pers.  He  hoped  he  was  not  out  of  order  when  he  faid  ir  was  fining 
that  all  perfons,  from  one  end  of  the  kingxJom  to  thr  orhtr,  Oiould 
know  that  they  arc  not  juftified  in  retailing  any  thing  t\\,\t  is  tn  the 
prejudice  of  others,  more  cfpccially  when  it  is  immediately  injurious 
to  the  public  chara£ler  of  thofc  who  are  entrufted  with  important 
public  offices,  merely  becaufe  they  fee  it  in  fome  newfpaper ;  and 
he  muft  alfo  be  permitted  taobfervc,  that  the  editor  of  the  Courier, 
when  he  was  not  publicly  known,  inferted  in  that  paper  that  moft 
deteftable  libel  upon  the  cafe  of  the  Liverpool  prifoners,  for  which 
he  made  only  this  apology,  that  his  humanity  would  not  permit  htm 
to  omit  inferting  fuch  a  cafe  ;  which  mode  of  reafoning  woulu 
amount  to  this — ^that  if  any  body  fent  a  letter  from  Paris  accufing 
the  Attorney  General,  or  any  other  public  officer  of  fomething  di- 
reflly  oppofite  to  his  duty,  it  ought  to  be  inferted  if  there  was  in  it 
any  allegation  that  fumebody  had  been  treated  with  inhumanity ; 
and  although  he  did  not  fay  that  a  thing  is  to  be' disbelieved,  becaufe 
it  is  inhuman,  yet  he  would  fay  it  was  deteftable  inhumanity  to  be- 
lieve it  for  no  other  reafon  than  becaufe  it  was  inhuman,. and  the 
more  efpecially  if  there  was  no  better  authority  for  it  than  a  fiewt 
paper,  and  he  did  not  know  where  there  could  be  worfe.  In  this 
cafe  there  was  two  conliderations  brought  forward,  or  rather  involved, 
by  the  fpcech  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  Firft,  what  had  been 
the  condu£l  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  of  Mr.  Wickham  ?  Se- 
condly, what  had  been  the  regulation  of  the  jail  itfelf  ?  And  here 
he  muft  beg  permiffion  to  fay,  that  he  hoped  he  was  not  more  in- 
human than  others  ;  and  he  hoped  the  national  charaSejiftic  of  hu- 
manity was  not  altered  ;  but  ftill,  notions  of  humanity  alone  (hould 
not  be  a6^ed  upon  againft  the  Very  principles  which  had  for  ages 
been  aAed  upon,  and  had  been  deemed  the  cement  that  had  held  fo 
wejl  tc^ether.  It  had,  upon  thefe  principles,  been  always  held  that 
perfons  committed  for  high  trcafon,  or  fufpicion  of  high  treafon,*^ 
(hould  be  kept  *  fafc  and  clofe  i'  and  therefore,  however  apparently 
harfli  itmight  be,  to  put  a  pcrfon  only  accufed  in  a  (ituation  in  which 
he  could  not  converfc  with  others,  yet  it  was  a  condition  infeparable 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing  ;  and  he  believed  there  never  had  oc- 
curred a  fingle  inftance,  or  very  rarely  if  there  had,  in  which  any 
one  individual  had  met  with  more  rigour  than  abfqlute  ncccffity  de- 
manded. There  had  been  fomething  faid  about  the  wives  and 
friends  of  fome  prifoners  being  rcfufed  accefs  to  them.  By  the  way, 
there'  were  fome  wives  who  had  met  with  much  indulgence,  in  not 
being  taken  up  and  confined  as  well  as  their  hulbands.  He  then 
came  to  confider  the  letter  which  had,  been  publiflied  in  the  name 
of  Mrs.  Defpard.     Having  read  the  letter  he  proceeded  to  (hew 
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what  had  been  done  in  the  cafe  of  this  gentleman.  Some  com- 
pbints  having  been  made  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  relative  to  the 
fitoation  of  Colonel  Defpard,  Mr*  Wickham,  in  the  month  of 
May  1798,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  keeper  of  the  prifon,  ftating  that  he 
was  dire6led  by  the  Duke  of  Pord^nd  to  defire  that  the  wife  of  Co- 
lonel Defpard  (hould  have  accefs  to  him,  and  might  converfe  with. 
him  in  the  prefence  of  any  proper  perfon  to  be  entrufted  for  that 
purpofc.  The  Attorney  General  obfervcd,  after  having  read  this 
letter,  that  it  was  in  feafon  for  him  to  fay,  that  he  had  the  depo(i- 
tion  of  a  perfon  on  oath,  ftating  that  Colonel  Defpard  on  hearing 
what  had  been  faid  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  hardfiiips  of 
his  fituation,  was  furprifed  at  it,  and  added,  that  if  neceflary,  he 
would  contradiA  it  himfelf.  The  account  the  Attorney  General  faid 
he  had  of  the  matter  was  thi^-^Mrs.  Defpard,  in  the  month  of 
June,  wfoitei  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  in  confequence  of 
wluch  the  Duke  fent  for.  the  jailer  of  thp  prifon,'  and  gave  hiapi 
directions,  importing  that  there  (hould  be  (hewn  to  the  prifoner 
every  indulgence  whidi  the  nature  of  the  warrant  under  which  he 
was  committed,  and  fafe  cuftody,  would  admit.  After  this  Mrs* 
Defpard  wrote  another  letter  upon-  the  fame  fubjedl  to  the  noble 
Duke,  to  which  no  anfwer  was  returned,  becaufe  proper  directions 
upon  the  fubjed  of  it  had  been  already  given.  Mrs.'Defpard 
wrote  another  letter  to  Mr.  Wickham  ;  he  told  her  (he  had  better 
write  again  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  if  (he  had  any  farther  com* 
plaint.  She  did  fo.  The  noble  Duke  deiired  her  to  call  at  hb 
houfe,  which  (he  did.  He  heard  her  complaint  himfelf,  and  after- 
wards ordered  the  Colonel  to  have  every  thing  confiftent  with  the 
nature  of  the  warrant,  and  fafe  cuftody :'  ordered  him  to  be  allowed 
the  ufe  of  books,  and  alfo  diredted  the  jailer  to  attend  to  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  his  being  a  man  of  rank,  and  to  alloye  him  fuch  ac- 
commodation as  common  feeling  dictated  on  that  account.  After 
this,  Mr.  Wickham,  by  order  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  defired 
Mr.  Ford  to  go  to  the  jail,  and  order  eveiy  indulgence  that  was 
confiftent  with  fafety,  to  be  given  to  all  the  prifoners^.  Nor  was 
any  time  whatever  in  the  whole  recefs  loft  to  this  fubjeCt,  except 
one  weA,  in  which  Mr.  Wickham  went  to  Tunbridge.  Some 
time  after  this  die  Duke  of  Portland  ordered  Colonel  Defpard  to 
be  removed  to  the  place  where  he  now  is.  Here  he  read  the  de- 
fcripdon  of  the  cells  (for  fo  be  faid  they  wece  called)  in  whjch  the 
prifoners  were  confined,  by  which  1^  maintained  it  was  clear  therq 
was  jso  pretence  fbr  faying  ihey  were  damp  or  unwholcfome.*^  He 
then  read  the  depolition  taken  in  the  prifon,  by  which  ic  appeared, 
as  he  had  ftated  already^  that  Colonel  Defpard  was  furprifed  at  what 
Vol.  VIL  '         3  H 
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had  been  faid  on  his  behalf  in  the  Houfe  of  Gsmmom ;  and  that, 
if  neccflary,  he  was  ready  to  contradiA  it  himfeif.  He  read  alio 
ibme  parts  of  a  converfation  between  t]ie  pcrfon  making  thb  depo6- 
tion  and  another  perfon,  by  which  he  collcded  that  the  letter  pab- 
lifhed  in  tho  papers  was  not  of  the  writing  of  Mrs.  Defpard.  Per- 
haps (he  did  not  fee  the  whole  drift  of  it.  It  was  a  welU written 
letter,  and  for  a  certain  purpofe  well  adapted  ;  and  the  female  fex 
would  pardon  him,  if  he  faid  it  was  a  little>  perhaps,  beyond  their 
ftile  in  general.  There  were  artful  men  in  that  prifon,  and  fome 
-of  them  had  (hewf^  they  ill  deferved  the  lenity  that  was  (hewn  to 
them  ;  fome  of  them  had  a  great  number  of  O'Cormort  pamphlets 
ready  for  ciitulation.,  Some  of  them^  finoe  they  were  permitted  to 
be  together,  debated  upon  the  word  of  all  pofllble  fubjeAs.  He 
would  not  gq  into  the  queftion  whether  thefe  things,  or  the  'manner 
in  which  they  were  treated,  were  any  argumeots  for  or  agaioft  the 
UU ;  he  mentioned  them  only  to  (hew  the  honourable  gentleman 
die  great  impt*opriety  of  a  hafly  adoption  of  opinion  upon  things  of 
this  kind,  and  al(b  to  do  away  the  impreflion  which,  unanfwered, 
•the  fpeech  of  the  honooraUe  gentleman  would  have  produced. 
What  he  had  to  add  was  this*«*That  he  hoped  and  truftcd,  in  fu* 
ture,  before  any  information  is  given  to  the  Houfe  with  refpeA  to 
the  treatment  of  prifondrs,  every  Member  of  it  will  feel  it  a  duty 
incumbent  on  him  not  to  rely  on  the  reports  of  newfpapers,  but  to 
fiit  the  matter  to  the  bottom.  To  give  a  rumour  the  authority  of  a 
fpeech  in  that  Houfe,  without  being  affiired  of  the  truth  of  that  ru- 
mour, was,  what  he  called  inhumanity  to  the  public.  He  hoped  no 
accufation  would  be  made  in  that  Houfe  upon  any  fubjed,  before 
the  perfon  bringing  it,  at  lea(},  had  lifted  the  matter  to  the  bottom. 
No  perfon  wifhed  lefs^for  harlh  treatment  to  prifoners  than  himfeif. 
They  Ihould  never  meet  with  more  rigour  than  the  neccffity  of  the 
thing  required,  and  that  they  ought  to  fubmit  to  without  a  murmur, 
for  it  was  infeparable  from  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  rigour 
which  necefTity  creates,  nccdfity  will  juftify-  He  muft  repeat  his 
obfcrvation,  that  the  report  of  a  newfpapcr  was  no  authority  for  that 
.  Houfe  to  proceed  upon  :  he  therefore  hoped  the  Houfe  would  hear 
no  more  of  accounts  from  newfpapers ;  but,  if  any  Member  of  the 
Houfe  had  any  complaint  to  exhibit,  he  would  do  it  from  the  in- 
formation of  his  own  mind,  after  actual  inquiry  into  the  fubjcd. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation,  in  wiiich 
he  faid,  that  while  he  was  with  Colonel  Dcfpard,  Mrs.  Dcfpard 
came  to  the  pKifon,  and  the  Colonel  told  him  he  muft  go  down  and 
fpcak  to  her,  for  that  Hie  was  not  permitted  to  come  up  to  him. 
He  would  exarrUic  every  matier  again,  if  he  was  permitted  to  vifit 
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the  phce,  and  if  lie  foand  he  had  been  in  an  error  in  any  things  he 

(b(mld«be  perfeAly  ready  <to  acknowledge  it. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  begtin  by  juftifying  certain  partaof  his' 
fpeech  in  a  former  debate  upon  the  fame  fubjedt,  to  which  the  ho- 
muraUe  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  had  alluded.     When  he  then 
mentioned  ihat'he  had  vifited  the  prifons,  about  which  fuch  glaring 
mifreprefeqtationa  were  fent  abioad,  he  did  not  mean  to  (ay  that  he 
had  vifited  them  fince  the  prifoners,  whofe  fuflerings  are  now  fo 
imich  exaggerated,  were  confined  in  them  ;  nor  was  he  induced  to 
vilit  them  from  any  particular  grounds  or  motives  of  idle  curiuiity, 
but  that  he  might  obtain  general  information  refpeding  the  plan  on 
which  they  were  built,  and  the  principle  upon  which  their  regulations 
were  condufled,  hdping  that  if  he  had  room  to  approve  of  them, 
be  might  be  enabled  to  extend  the  benefit  of  them  to  other  parts  of 
die  country.     The  honourable  gentleman  has  faid  that  he  had  fcen 
with  his  own  eyes,  atid  heard  with  his  own  ears,  the  ill  Rate  of  the 
prifons  aixi  the  cruel  harddiips  fufiiued  by  the  prifoners  ;  but  thofe 
who  were  well  read  in  hnman  nature  muft  often  have  obferved  that 
tbofe  who  labour  onder  the  ini)uetK:e  of  any  fti]ong  prejudice  fre- 
queittly  deceive  themfelves,  and  imagine  that  they  hear  and  fee  what 
piirfons  free  from  fuch  prejudice  would  never  think  of.     Indeed,  he 
«  muft  think  the  honourable  gentleman  as  incapable  of  convidlipn, 
(knee  he  perfevcred  in  Ms  former  aiTertions  without  adducing  any 
one  fingle  aigutnent  or  fa6l  in  corroboration  of  what  he  had  ad« 
vanced.     The  honourable  gentleman  alio  denies  that  he  had  thrown^ 
'  out  any  reflexion  upon  Lord  Kenyon.     That  learned  Lord  was 
well  known  to  be  extremely  jealous  of  his  charader,  and  unlefs  he 
had  good  grounds  for  ufing  the  language  he  before  referred  to,  that 
teamed  Lord  would  not  have  thanked  the  keeper  of  thofe  prifons  in 
terms  of  liich  praife  for  the  propriety  of  his  conduS — a  condud 
which,  he  faid,  called  for  a  general  tribute  of  gratitude  :  to  fup^ 
pofe,  therefore,  that  the  learned  Lord  would  have  beftowed  fuch 
maiiced  approbation   where,  it   was  contended,  no  fuch   appro- 
bation was   deferved,  was  doubtlefs  throwing   fomething  like  a 
idiedion  upon  the  learned  Lord's  judgement  and  fincerity.     He 
was  likewife  told  by  the  honourable  gentleman  that  on  this  fubjed 
he  had  difplayed  much  religious  facetioufnefs  mixed  with  Chriflian 
rancour ;  thefe  were  epithets  which  were  rarely  given  to  the  fub* 
ftaotivca  here  made  ufe  of,  at  leaft  from  his  vocabulary  he  was  led 
to  thiid^  fo ;   for  Chrifiian  rancour  was  furely  ill  applied,  and  as  tp 
rdigious  facetioufnefs,  he  was  ready  to  agree  that  a  religioua  man 
might  at^  times  be  facetious,  but  it  was  equally  true  that  a  maft 
Blight  be  very  irreligious  ai\d  very  dull.     However,  fuch  a  man 
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might  take  a  hint  from  the  advice  of  Pope,  and  endeavour  to  en- 
liven his  dullnefs  by  the  admixture  of  a  few  r(4igious  ingredients. 
But  a  word  on  the  qucAion  now  before  the  Houfe.     It  is  faid  that 
we  ought  not  to  cake  away  that  guard  to  which  we  owe  the  Tecuritjf 
of  our  rights,  of  our  liberties,  and  of  our  hapi>inefs  ^  furciy  not,  upon 
flight  and  capricious  grounds.     When,  however,  it  is  obvious  that 
we  have  enemies  boih  without  and  within,  enemies  of  fbnnidabler 
ftrength,  and  of*  formidable  malice  :  when  we  fee  Members  of  that 
Houf^,  he  would  not  fay,  who  aided,  but  who  appear  at  lead  to 
become  friendly  to  perfons  of  fuoh  a  damp  and  charader,  then  moft 
undctihfcdly  it  became  the  wifdom  and  the  vigilance  of  that  Houfe 
to  take  every  mcafure  that  could  keep  us  on  our  guards  and  not  to 
relax  in  any  of  our  exertions  to  counterad  and  baffle  the  wicked 
defigns  and  macljinatians  of  .fuch  enemies :  %e  (bnuld  ix>t,  as.  has 
been  me\r  faid,  hcHtate   to  facrifice  a  part  of  that,  the  whole  of 
which,  we  may  fecure  and  hereafter  enjoy  by  means  of  that  fcafon- 
able  factlHce.    The  honourable  gentleman  was  alfo  pleafed  to  fpeak 
i\ .  -h  of  his  own  and  of  his  (Mr-  Wilberfprce's)  humanity ;  for  his 
['  rf,  he  might  fairly  fay,  that  he  never  came  forward  in  fupport  of 
aay  me^furc,  with  nothing  but  the  word  humanity  in  his  mouth,-*- 
nor  did  he  endeavour  to  gain  his  point  upon  falfc  grounds :  he,  oq 
the  contrary,  brought  forward  ftrong  fads,  to  which  he  added  the 
plea  of,  humanity.     The  perfons  whofe  caufeis  now  fo  pathedcally 
pleaded  might  heretofore  have  been  objeds  of  hunvine  eompaffion. 
But  where  was  the  honourable  gentleman's  humanity  ajid  friend* 
(hip  for  them  before  they  were  accufed  of  high  treafon  ?     Where 
was  the  honourable  gentleman's  curious  anxiety*  to  vifit  the  prifons 
and  pry  into  their  regulations  before  the  State  Pjifoners  were  con-' 
fined  in  them  i     Has  he  examined  into  the  treatment^ of  vagrants 
with  equal  folicitude  ?     He  did  not,  however,  urge  tbefe  obferva- 
tions  with  a  view  to  blame  the  honourable  gentleman's  humanity 
and  fympathies  ;  he  merely  uiged  them  to  (hew  that  his  humanity 
and  fympathy  on  the  prefent  occafion  (hould  not'have  hurried -him 
to  bring  grave  accufations  againd  refpedable  ch^raders  without  hav« 
tng  examined  into  the  grounds  upon  which  thqr  ftood,  and  without 
any  other  apparent  proof  than  the  influence  of  firong  prejudice. 

Mr.  NATHANIEL  JEFFERYS  faid,  when  the  fufpenfion 
of  the  Habeas  Cotpus  was  moved  lad  year,  he  had  given  it  his 
fupport,  with  many  gentlemen  on  the  fame  (ideof  the  Houfe,  from 
an  imprcffion  on  their  minds  of  the  danger  threatening  the  country 
from  treufon,  an  apprehenfion  ftrongly  enforced  by  the  aiTuninces  cif 
MiniQcrs  that  fuch  danger  exifted.  Many  gpntlemen  who  then 
fupported  the  medfure  now  oppofcd  its  continuation  by  faying  the 
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ftme  induoement  no  longer  cxifted.  Mr.  Jeffoy*  agreed  with 
tbem,  that  the  iame  inducement  no  longer  did  exift— the  induce- 
ment laft  year  was  an  apprehenfion  of  treafon  ;  the  inducement  now 
was  the  Experience,  of  the  exigence  of  treafon,  fupported  by  ftrong 
fads  at  Maidfione  and  elfewherc*  Mr.  JdB^rys  faid,  he  repre- 
fcnted  a  very  pc^lous  manufadhiring  city,  and  believed  he  was 
fpeaking  the  fentiments  of  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred,  of  a  very 
^ge.body  of  people,  by  giving  his  fupport  to  the  bill  now  •before 
dieHoufe. 

With  refpeA  to  the  prifon  alluded  to,  Mr.  Jefierys  faid,  not  hav- 
ing feen  it,  he  could  give  no  opinion,  but  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
ftate,  that,  during  the  recefs^  in  an  extenfive  journey,  hp  had,  from 
general  motives  of  information,  vifited  the  prifonai  of  many  large 
towns  through  which  he  paffed,  and  was  aAonifiied  ut  the  accommo- 
dation, tendertiefs,  and  humanity,  with  which  the  prifoners  were 
treated ;  one  in  particular  he  begged  lekve  to  mention  to  die  honour 
-of  the  county,  tte  prifon  at  Lancafier  CaAIe,  where  the  prifoners 
were  maintained  with  an  attention  to  humanity  and  tendernefs  in  a 
degree  more  refemUing  the  fitoation  of  perfonis  rewarded  for  good 
deeds  than  foffering  punilhment  for  crimes. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  contended,  that  every  affertion  he 
bad  made  was  -grounded  upon  fads-— nor  could  he  fee  much  deli- 
cacy in  the  manner  of  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce), 
who  tbot^ht  proper  to  throw  out  infinuations  refpeding  the  mo* 
tivea  which  guided  his  condu£^,  and  that  of  his  honourable  friend's. 
He  would  now  proceed  as  be  had  proceeded  befcve,  and  adduce 
new  b&%  in  proof  of  his  former  aflertions ;  in  order  to  do  fo, 
however,  he  muft  b^  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  would  permit 
him  to  read  fevcral  papers  which  had  lately  been  addreflfed  to  him. 
The  honourable  Baronet  then  read  feveral  papers  (we  believe  fent 
Um  by  d^  prifoners  fvom  Manchefter),  the  general  purport  of 
which  was  to  defcribe  th^faardfhips  which  they  have  fuffered  in  the 
prifon  at  Cold-bath  Fields ;  among  which  they  enumerated  their 
being  confined  in  folitary  cells,  meafuring  only  eight  feet  by  fix, 
where  they  could  not  obtain  any  thing  like  a  bed  without  paying  a 
fliilling  for  it ;  where  they  were  left  without  fire  or  candle,  expofed 
to  cold  weather,  in  a  narrow  fpace  where  the  wet  continued  to  flow 
down  the  walls,  a  fituatlon  in  which  they  were  compelled  to  linger 
for  feven  months ;.  that  far  different  treatment  had  been  promifed 
them  by  the  Privy  Council ;  and  though  they  bad  repeatedly  written 
to  Mr/  Flood,  the  Magiftiate,  entreating  him  to  fee  that  promife 
realifed,  they  could  obtain  no  other  redreb  than  that  Mr.  Flood 
would  fee  them  if  they  wifhed  to  fpeak  with  him  on  public  affairs  \ 
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but  that  as  to  their  private  £tuation|.  it  was  not  in  his  power  tn 
make  arty  alteration  in  it.  The  honourable  Baronet  oould  not  fee 
that  the  charge  of  any  particular  fpedes  of  guilt  ooidd  afibid  anf 
juftiBcatton  for  fuch  harfli  and  cruel  treatment.  As  to  the  letter 
read  by  an  honourable  gentleman  on  a  former  night,  leQiiefiing  tfac 
regulations  of  the  prifons,  and  the  comfoits  enjoyed  by  the  pri- 
fonersy  to  his  mind  it  appeared  exceedingly  e»aggeiatcU  ;  thet  teter 
reprefented  the  table  of  the  prifoners  to  be  as  fomptuous  as  that  of. 
the  gentleman  who  wrote  it ;  and  as  he  was  a  churchman,,  it  mi^ 
be  well  fuppofed,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  befoneoblervedy 
that  the  table  of  the  deigy  is  generally  well  provided.  The  letter, 
in  (hort,  reprefented  thefe  placps  of  confinement  ratheras  wemng 
the  appearance  of  an  hofpitalthan  of  a  prifon ;  .but  was.  not  this,  if 
true,  a  luxury  that  ill  fuited  a  place  of  coriedion,  where  Iqgal 
chaftifcment  (hould  be  inflided,  not  where  luxuries  fhoold  be  eii-- 
joyed?  But  much  he  wifbed  that  none  but  Icfpl  oomAipii  liad 
been  rcforted  to.  If,  after  a  due  invefiigation  of  the  matter,  he 
ibottld  find  that  the  arguments  he  had  advanced  on  the  fufajefi  of 
the  ill  treatment  of  the  prifqne'rs  were  not  grounded  on  fiiA*  he  not 
only  would  be  ready,  as  an  honourable  gentleman  had  advified  him, 
to  make  an  ameitdf  Ixkorubk  to  the  Houfe  for  the  uacalied-ibr  trou- 
ble he  had  given  them,  but.be  Aiould  alfo  enjoy  the  happinefs  of. 
having  his  feelings  relieved  from  the  idea  that  fuch  fool  atiocittes 
had  been  pradiioJ  tn  a  country  he  was  taught  to  look  utxin  as  free 
and  humane, — in  England, — in  the  country  that  gave  Um  birth ;  if 
that  inveftigation  Was  not  refifted  by  the  Houle,  it  was  his  wilh 
clut  proper  evidence  Ihould  be  called  to  the  bar,  in  order  to  have 
the  whole  matter  cleared  up  to  the  general  (atisfaflion  of  die 
country,  and  as  fuch  was  his  with,  he  would  not  now  detain  ttie 
Houfc  by  any  farther  obfcrvations. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  explained  ihei  nature  of  the  Icttm 
which  he  had  read,  the  contents  of  which  he  believed  lo  be  triie, 
becaufe  he  knew  the  gentleman  who  wrote  them  to  be  a  man  of 
ftrid  veracity. 

Mr.  BURDON  faid,  that  when  he  had  fpoken  before  upon  the 
queflion  now  before  the  Houfe,  his  obfervations  were  fumroaiy,  and 
his  ftatements  rather  (hort  ;  but  thefe  ftatcments  were  not  merely 
the  offspring  x>i  a  fickly  brain  :  he  had  taken  the  trouble  fully  to 
inveftigate  the  truth  of  them  ;  and  fvom  what  he  had  to  fay,  the 
Houfe  would  fee  whether  the  treatment  experierwed  by  the.  pri- 
foners in  queAion  deferved  the  very  ftrong  denamtnaiion  of  atrbci- 
ties,  ^hich  the  honourable  Baronet  has  thought  proper  to  give  it. 
He  had  fecn  the  letter  from  Mrs.  Defpard,  which  appeared  in  one 
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of  the  newf^pers  }  and  as  foon  as  be  (aw  it,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
inquire  minutely  into  the  caufes  of  her  complaints.  With  that 
view  he  went  and  had  a  long  converfation  with  Colonel  Defpard, 
the  refult  of  i»7hich»  he  trufled,  would  fave  the  honourable  Baronet 
the  trouble  of  looking  for  tfiat  information  which  he  feemcd  (o 
anxious  to  obtain.  In  the  interview  which  he  had  with  Colonel 
Defpardy  in  the  prcfence  of  the  governor  of  the  prifon,  the  Co- 
lonel informed  himi  that  he  was  as  well,  in  every  circumftance,  as 
the  nature  of  a  prifon  would  admit.  Indeed  he  was  determined  to 
make  no  complaint,  as  he  enjoyed  ail  the  comforts  which  were  re- 
commended by  the  Secretary  of  State,  "and  he  did  not  cxpcd  more. 
It  was  true,  that  in  the  month  of  September  he  had  a  chilbain  on 
his  heel ;  but  fo  little  did  he  think  of  it,  that  he  would  not  employ 
the  fuTgeon  of  the  prifon  to  relieve  it.  He  was,  he  faid,  an  old 
foldier,  'and  placed  little  confidence  in  the  profcflbrs  of  medicine  ; 
he  would  therefore  doAor  his  heel  himfelf.  As  foon  as  his  com- 
plaints were  known,  he  was  immediately  removed  to  a  room  where 
he  had  (ire,  candles,  &c.  and  every  accommodation  he  could  fairly 
expe6).  He  had  frequent  interviews  with  his  wife,  with  whom  he 
was  permitted  to  converfe  for  almod  any  length  of  time.  He  had 
not  any  knowledge  of  the  letter  written  by  her  complaining  of  his 
ill  treatment,  or  if  he  had,  he  would  have  difapproved  of  it.  No^ 
as  to  the  dampnefs  of  the  cells,  he  (Mr.  Burdon)  could  fafely  aver, 
that  it  was  a  moft  unfounded  afiertion.  He  had  examined  them 
himfelf;  they  were  raifed  confidcrably  above  the  ground,  and  not 
«xpofed  to  wet  of  any  kind.  The  walls  were  moreover  thick,  and 
well  white-wa(hed«  The  beds  were  alfo  faid  to  be  but  two  foct 
wide,  and  to  be  expofed  to  the  damp  walls.  This  aflertion  was  as 
groundlefs  as  the  former ;  they  neither  touched  the  walls,  nor  were 
they  expofed  to  any  inclemency  of  the  weather.  What  then  could 
be  the  eflFe£t  of  agitating  a  queftion  like  the  prefent,  but  to  tra- 
duce the  fair  charafler  of  refp^able  men,  and  particularly  of  the 
Magiftrates,  whofe  condud  (hould  not  be  lightly  arraigned,  but  on 
the  contrary,  (hould  meet  with  our  countenance  and  fupport  ?  Did 
it  not  go  to  injure  the  credit  and  charadler  of  that  eminently  humane 
man,  who  laboured  fo  long  and  fo  ftrenuoufly  in  meliorating  the 
Aate  of  prifons  throughout  the  country  ?  If  thefe  charges  could  be 
JiAened  to,  would  they  not  tarnifh  the  wcll-earnt  glory  of  that  cele- 
brated man  ?  As  to  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  Hat)eas  Corpus,  he  was  fure  there  could  reft  no  doubt  in  any 
candid  and  unbiaflfed  mind :  the  ground  of  that  propriety  might, 
indeed,    be  changed— but  the   change  only   tended  to  render  it 
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more  obvious.     It  (hould  therefore  now,  as  it  hsui  before*  have 
his  warmeft  fupport. 

Mr.  CANNING  faid,  he  had  but  little  to  (ay,  as  what  was  al- 
ready obferved  by  his  honourable  friends  abundantly  refuted  evety 
femblance  of  argument  that  had  been  urged  on  the  odiet  fide.  He 
therefore  only  rofe  to  a(k,  where  was  the  ground  for  the  inquiry 
which  the  honourable  Baronet  was  fo  anxious  (hould  be  inftituted  } 
The  Houfe  was  not  in  the  habit  8f  granting  inquiries  without  fome 
adequate  motive  to  juftify  them.  It  (hould  fairly  appear  that  all 
was  not  right  before  any  inquiry  (hould  be  acceded  to.  But  here 
every  flatement  that  was  brought  forward  has  been  contradtfied, 
nor  has  any  new  evidence  been  adduced,  to  confirm  the  a(rert]ons : 
not  the  lead  acccifion  of  argument  or  proof  has  this  night  been  ad- 
vanced in  fupport  of  itatements  that  have  already  been  (hewn  to  be 
groundlefs.  The  Houfe  therefore  (hould^nfiitute  no  new  inqiiiiy 
on  the  fubje^,  but  leave  the  fcouted  and  (hamed  ta(k  to  the  gentle- 
men who  fi'vrred  the  quefiion,  and  the  country  will  fee  what  they 
can  do  with  it.  The  honourable  Baronet  had  faid»  that  whatever 
is  brought  forward  by  the  Minifterial  fide  of  the  Houfe  never  fiuls 
to  make  an  impreOTion,  becaufe  it  has  the  countenance  of  Minifters; 
wl^ile,  whatever  he  on  the  oppofite  fide  attemptsT  to  enforce  makes  no 
imprefTion  at  all.  But  upon  whom  docs  the  honourable  Baronet 
€xpe6k  to  make  an  impreffion,  with  all  the  confidence  he  may  re- 
pofe  upon  his  talents  ?  Surely  not  upon  the  Houfe  ;  no,  not  even 
upon  the  mind  of  the  greatefi  idiot.  In  the  Houfe,  according  to  the 
honourable  Baronet,  nothing  is  carried  by  the  good  fenfe  of  its 
Members,  but  merely  by  the  fway  of  the  Minifter,  without  any  at- 
tempt to  juftify  the  propofed  meafure.  From  thi^  obfervation,  this 
fpecimen  of  impartiality,  the  Houfe  may  learn  what  it  might  expeS 
(hould  the  tide  of  popular  favour  begin  to  run  another  way,  and 
not  in  the  confiitutional  channel  in  which  it  has  long,  and  in  which 
he  trufted  would  long  continue  to  flow.  After  what  had  been  ob- 
ierved  by  an  honourable  Member  (Mr.  Burdon)  on  the  cafe  of 
Colonel  Defpard,  it  were  idle  to  offer  a  word  more  on  the  fubjeS ; 
but  had  it  been  permitted  to  pafs  by  uncontradi£iod,  the  gentlemen 
who  fiarted  it  could  return  to  their  aflcrtion,  as  flulhed  .with  vic- 
tory as  its  having  been  paffed  by  unnoticed.  But  what  now  is  the 
cafe  ?  An  illiterate  woman,  who  cannot  even  fpell,  writes  a  letter, 
an  able  letter  let  it  be  fuppofed,  pathetically  defcribing  the  hard(hip5 
and  cruelties  fuftaincd  by  her  hulband  :  it  alfo  comes  out,  that  this 
letter  was  written,  not  by  Madame  Defpard,  but  by^a  friend.  He 
would  not  fay  that  it  was  written  by  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr* 
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Courtenay),  for  ht  had  fecn  fome  of  his  Wruings,  and  he  inight 
alTure  the  honourable  gentleman^  that  the  letter  in  queftion  was  as 
far  fuperior  to  his  literary  produdions,  as  it  was  above  th^  farmer 
cpiAolary  fpecimcns  of  Mrs,  Dcfpard.  The  whole  of  the  contents 
of  that  letter  has  now  beoa  completely  contradificd ;  and  thofe  who  fo 
confidently  brought  it  forward,  wercfo  completely  confuted,  brought 
to  fliame  and  ridicule,  that  he  was  fure  they  would  not  venture  to 
reftate  it  again.  He  had,  however,  ftill  to  hope,  from  the  prudent 
caution  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  whatever  his  private  creed 
might  be,  he  would  not  expofe  it  to  the  examination  of  his  honour- 
able friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce) ;  on  fuch  fubje6ts  it  were  better  to 
remain  filerit  here ;  and  he  would  advife  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  keep  his  humanity  for  Smith  and  Binns,  his  religion  for  New- 
gate«  and  his  jokes  for  the  hackney  coachmen. 

The  Houfe  was  then  about  to  rcfolve  itfclf  Into  a  Conl- 
nuttce  on  the  bill,  when,  on  the  motion  that  the  Speaker  do  leave 
the  chair^ 

Mr.  COilkTEKAY  rofe  again,  and  contended,  that  not  one 
fa(S  adduced  by  him  had  been  difproved  ;  it  evidently  appeared, 
that  the  prifoners  had  been  confined  in  cells  fuch  as  had  been  dc- 
fcribcd,  and  that  they  were  immured  in  a  prifon  which  was  only  in- 
tended for  convidled  felons,  and  not  for  State  Prifoners^ 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  when  h^  firft 
heard  the  propofition,  that  two  negatives  made  an  affirmative,  his 
tnind  was  greatly  puxxled  indeed  ;  but  he  was  as  much  altonifli^d 
when  he  heard  the  honourable  gentleman  alTert,  that  though  every 
body  denied  what  he  advanced,  ftill  riobody  contradidled  it ;  but  htf 
fnuft  only  fuppofe  that  the  honourable  gentleman  wifhed  to  fay 
fomething  that  might  enable  him  to  join  in  the  laugh  at  himfclf. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  and  Mr.  WILBERFORCE  fcvcrally 
explained  ;  after  which  the  Houfe  went  into  the  Committee  on  the 
bill,  in  which  it  Was  agreed  that  the  hill  (hould  remain  in  forcd 
till  the  aift^f  May^  1799.  The  report  was  then  Ordered  to  be 
received  to-(norrow. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  billjor 
exempting  perfons  ferving  in  volunteer  corps  from  being  balloted 
into  the  fupplementary  militia.  A  fhort  convcrfation  arofe  in  the 
Committee  between  Mr.  Yorke,  Mr.  Burdon,  and  Mr.  Sccrernry 
Dundas.  Mr.  Yorkc  was  fearful  that  fcveral  performs  might  take 
improper  means  in  order  to  obtain  this  cxcmptiDn,  whicli  would 
tend  much  to  injure  the  militia  fcrvicc. 

Mr.  BURDON  highly  commended  the  activity  of  Mr.  DunJ.is 
In  putting  the  country  in  fuch  an  excellent  rtar«  of  <kfcncc  ^  bur. 

Vol.  YII.        '  ^  i 
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10  hU  opinion,  our  attention  to  the  defcnfive  force  of  the  counrry 
(hould  not  prevent  us  from  training  up  an  offisnfive  force  which 
might  as  cffediially  contribute  to  our  defenfive  Arength. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  he  had  provided  fome  new 
claufes  that  would  do  away  all  the  appreheniions  of  the  honoarable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke) :  he  was  likewife  happy  to  hear  die  obfenra* 
tion  thrown  out  by  another  honourable  Member  (Mr.  Burdon)  re- 
fpeding  the  propriety  of  providing  an  ofFdnfive  force  ;  and  it  was 
his  (ipcere  wi(h  that  gentlemen  would  turn  that  obfervation  fcsrioufty 
in  their  minds,  as  it  might  be  proper,  hereafter,  to  come  to  fome 
refolution  upon  it.  He  would  now  only  remark  upon  one  advantage 
that  would  evidently  arife  out  of  it.     The  French,  from  their 
plans  of  aggrandizement,  had  got  pofleflion  of  an  immenfe  trad  of 
coaft,  which  muft  ncceffarily  be  very  vulnerable  in  many  points : 
with  an  ofFenlive  force  of  1 5  or  20,000  men,  we  might  be  enabled 
fo  to  harrafs  and  annoy  them,  that  to  counterad  this  force  they 
would  be  under  the  neceflity  of  keeping  no  lefs  than   100,000 
men  to  proteft  their  coaft.     Thus  an  ofFenfive  force  would  cfien* 
tially  increafe  our  defcnfive  ftrength  and  internal  fccurity— but 
this  fubje<3  would  foon,  he  hoped,  be  m«re,  fully  'and  materially 
coniidered. 

The  new  claufes  were  then  read  and  agreed  to;  the  report  was 
received  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  taken  iato  farther 
confideration  to-morrow. 

Thurfday^  December  27. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  faid,  he  took  the  prcfent  opportunity 
of  apprifing  the  Houfe,  that  very  early  after  the  cnfuing  recefs  of 
Parliament,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  repeal  two  a6ls  pafTed  in  the  fcflion  before  the  laft,  which  poft- 
poned  the  fhooting  of  partridges  from  the  ift  to  the  X4th  day  of 
September  ;  and  alfo  for  an  ad  to  amend  the  ad  of  the  fecond  of 
his  prefent  MajeAy,  by  extending  the  tinie  of  killing  partridges 
from  the  ift  to  the  12th  of  February. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  rofe  and  fpoke  to  the  following  purpon:— 
1  am  extremely  forry,  Sir,  to  be  under  the  neceflity  of  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  Houfe  to  what  I  deem  to  be  a  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  this  Houfe.  I  believe,  Sir,  there  is  no  gentleman  in  this  Houfe 
who  would  be  lefs  defirous  than  myfelf  to  curtail  or  abridge  the 
liberty  which  the  Houfe  has  allowed  to  the  printers  and  editors  of 
newfpapers,  of  gratifying  the  curiofity  of  the  public,  by  publifhing 
the  debates  of  the  Houfe,  m  not  enforcing  an  order  of  the  Houfe 
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againft  it.     I  believe.  Sir,  there  is  not  any  one  Member  who  19 

more  willing  and  defirous  to  make  a  fair  and  liberal  allowance  than 

I  am  for  thofe  errors  and  inaccuracies  to  which,  in  the  very  nature 

of  the  thii^y  publications  made  in  fo  great  a  hurry  as  to  appear  the 

neoct  morning,  muft  of  courfe  be  incident.     I  am  the  more  ready 

to  do  thisi  Sir^  becaufe  it  is  my  real  opinion  that  the  editors  and 

condudors  of  the  papers  in  general,  whatever  their  party  connec* 

tions  or  attachments  may  be,  ufe  their  utmoft  efforts,  for  the  fiike  of 

the  credit  and  chara6ter  of  their  refpe£kive  publications,  to  give  the 

fubfiance  of  the  fpceches  of  every  Member,  to  whatever  fide  of  the 

Houfe  he  may  attach  himfelf,  with  every  pdQible  degree  of  faimeb, 

accuracy,  and  impartiality.     I  fpeak  this.  Sir,  not  only  from  my 

own  obfervation,  but  from  (imilar  remarks  of  others,  with  whom  I 

have  converfed  on  the  fubjed,  as  to  the  general  tenor  and  conduA 

of  thofe  hafty  produdions.     No  man,  therefore,  would  be  more  de- 

iirous  10  overlook  any  inaccuracy,  error,  or  even  mifbtement,  which 

appeared  to  me  to  arife  frohi  the  hurry  in  which  the  debates  muft  be 

written  by  thofe  Who  report  them,  or  from  any  dcfefi  in  the  hearing 

of  the  words,  from  the  various  interruptions,  from  diftance,  and 

other  circumftanccs,  to  which  the  words  of  every  gentlemen  who 

fpeak  in  this  Houfe  ape.  fubjedt.     But,  Sir,  I  conceive  it  to  be  a 

very  dificrent  cafe,  where  a  fhtement  is  made  in  any  newfpaper, 

purporting  to  be  a  debate  or  converfation  of  two  Members  of  this 

Houfe,  publiflied  four  days  after  the.  debate  to  which  it  alludes  adlu* 

ally  look  place,  and  not  only  miftating  and  mifreprefcnting  the 

debate,  but  containing  feveral  political  refledtions  and  animadvb:« 

iions  on  it,  interfperfed  throughout  the  whole.     In  fuch  a  cafe.  Sir, 

I  hold  it  to  be  a  doty  I  owe  not  only  to  myfelf,  but  to  every  indi* 

yidual  Member  of  the  Houfe,  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  Houfe, 

and  leave  it  to  their  determination  how  far  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe 

is  attacked  and  infulted  by  fuch  calm  and  deliberate  mifreprefcnta* 

tions.     I  feel  it,  Sir,  neceiTary  to  requeft  the  attention  and  recol* 

ledion  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fubje£l  which  has  already  been  before 

them,  and  which  has  given  rife  to  the  nnatter  of  which  I  now  com* 

plain.     I  dare  fay  it  is  in  the  memory  of  every  gentleman  then 

prefent,  that,*  in  confequence  of  a  fiatement  I  made  a  few  evenings 

9go»  by  way  of  illuftration,  I  mentioned  that  a  very  diftinguilhed 

pcrfon  having,  at  a  period  of  a  triple  affeiTment,  thought  it  neither  a 

(in  nor  a  Ihame  to  evade  the  payment  of  his  taxes ;  that  he  was  in 

poffefnon  of  a  very  handfome  penfion  ;  but  having  in  view  a  place 

of  far  greater  importance,  he  had  refigned  his  penfion,  taken  ad* 

vantage  of  the  interval,  and  made  a  return  of  neither  one^'or  the 

4?ther.     In  the  courfe  of  that  debate,  Sir,  I  was  called  upon  by 
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fcveral  gentlemen  to  name  the  pcrfoii  I  afluded  to ;  but  for  reaibns 
Which  I  then  thought  of  fufficicnt  weight,  I  declined  doing  fo.  It 
is  but  doing  jufticc  to  th^  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofitc  to  mc 
to'dcclnrc/that  during  the  whole  of  the  convcrfation  which  took 
place  on  that  fubjcft,  he  z^cd  with  the  utmoft  degree  of  cand<>ur 
and  libcralitv  ;  he  unequivocally  allowed  that  he  believed  I  had 
mentioned  the  circumftancc  merely  by  way  of  illuftration  ;  and  on 
finding  from  the  whifpcrs  that  went  round  the  Houfe,  as  well  as 
from  other  circumftanccs,  which  did  not  at  firft  ftrike  him,  that  the 
allulion  was  made  to  a  certain  noble  pcrfon,  he  had  fairly  and  can- 
didly declared,  that  If  I  meant  that'  nobleman,  I  was  altogether 
mifmformed,  for  that  he  had  not  only  given  in  his  full  quota  of 
aflTcflTment,  but  had  aflually  contributed  double  that  fum  by  way 
of  voTuntary  contribution  ;  fo  that,  in  faft,  he  paid  a  fifth  ;  I  mull 
own,  Sir,  I  was  ftruck  with  this  open  and  onreferved  avowal  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  and  did  not  hefitatc  to  fay,  that,  fup- 
poling  the  fa6t6  to  be  as  he  had  then'ftatcd  them,  I  mufi  undoubt* 
cdly  be  wrong  ;  and  thus,  Sir,  lilippofed  the  matter  would  have 
ended.  Howei'cr,  Sir,  in  a  paper  called  T/ir  Tlmes^  'publMhed  on 
Wcdnefday  the  26th  of  December,  .four  days  after  the  debate 
alluded  to  really  took  place,  and  which  I  ftow  hold  in  my  hand, 
there  is  a  publication  of  debate,  under  the  exprefs  head  of  "A  con- 
vcifation  between  Mr.  Prtt  and  Mr.  Trerney,'''  containing  not  onl^ 
the  fu^pofed  fubftancc  of  what  paffcd  in  that  debate,'bui  alfo  fcveral 
ix)lit!cal  comments,  t'cflcc^ons,  and  ammadVcrfions,  on  the  fubjefi- 
matter  thereof. 

As  to  political  comments  or  animadverfions  applied  to  myfdf,  I 
have  been  f<>  much  iffed  to  thcjYi  of  late,  that  I  afl'urc  you^  Sir^  I 
(hould  be  fo  far  from  wiibing  to  trouble  the  Houfe,  that  I  have  ever 
made  a  determination  of  treating  them  with' that  marked  indiffe- 
rence which  they  generally  merit.  But,  Sir,  in  addition  fo  rhtfc*, 
the  paper  or  report  which  I  allude  to,  and*  which  fills  four  columns 
of  7'?f  Times,  fs  replete  with  the  mofl:  glaring  and  the  groffeft  faMe- 
hoods  arid  mlfrcprcf-ntatlons,  which  1  conceive  to  convey  a 'marked 
difrcfpecl.for'thc  honour  and  dignity  of  this  Houfc,  and  which  I 
hope  the  Houfc  will,  in  juftTce  to  themfelves,  deem  worthy  their 
moft  fcrious  notice.     I  think  it  alfo  ncceflarv  to  obferve.  Sir,  that 

m 

from  the  particular  fituation  of  the  paper  called  The  TimeSf  it  be- 
comes ftill  more  dcferving  the  attention  and  confidcration  of  the 
f  lonfc.  It  is  very  well  known,  Sir,  that  the  property  of  that  paper 
is  fo  valuable  a  one,  from  the  great  number  of  advcrtifements,  the 
Kjgh  price  paid  for  rhcm,  and  other  material  circumflances  attached 
«>  it,  dut  ihc  owners  uf  it  would  not  fuficr  four  colunins  of  it  to  be 
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filled  with  any  fpcedi  or  fpcechcs  whatever/ out  of  flic  regular  courfc 
of  reporting  a  debate,  without  being  paid  for^t  very  handfomdy  in* 
deeds  and  this.  Sir,  for  a  very  fubftandal  reafon,'  tKat  it  would  de- 
prive tHem  of  fo  much  fpace,  which  they  can  always  til  up  to  the  beft 
advantage.  FromtWe  circumftance.  Sir,  there  is  very  good  reafon 
to  infer  that  this  mifreprefcntation  of  which  I  complain,  under  the 
title  of  a  converfation  between  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and 
-myfelf,  has  been  fent  to-  Tfe  Times^  and  the  infertion  paid  for  by 
fomeperfoo  or  perfonSg  who,  in  mifreprefenting  and  miftating  wteit 
has  pafled,  have  (hewn  the  gr^teft  want  of  rcfpe6l  for  this  Houfe ; 
and  it  would  be  a  very  defirable  circumftance  to  difcover,  if  poflible, 
mhti  they  are.  I  htg  le^ve  otice  more,  Sir,  to  aflur^  the  Houfe  that 
I  am  not  actuated  by  any  perfdhal  motive  refpe^ing  myfclf.  I 
look  upon  it,  that  fuch  nfiifreprefentations  equally  af&dl  every  other 
Member  in  their  confequences,  as  they  do  me ;  and  I  (hall  not 
therefore,  at  prefent,  rake  up  any  more  of  the  tinrie  of  the  Hoaft 
than  to  put  it  in  the  p«wer  of  the  Houfe  to  take  fuch  ferious  rtotice 
of  it  as  may  feem  proper ,"fcy  moving,  ^  th«t  the  infertion  of  fuch 
mi(reprefentations  and  miftktements  as  are  contained  in  the  paper 
of  The  Timesy  now  in  my  handj  is  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  diis 
Houfe."  - 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  if  the  honourabfe  Member  wifhed  the 
complaint  to  be  taken  up  by  the  Houfe,  it  was  neccflary  that  he 
(bould  ftate  what  were  the  ofFcnfive  parts  in  the  paper  he  alluded  to. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  what  he  complained  of  was,  that  The 
Times  had  not  given  a  fair  rcprefentation  of  what  pafled  in  the  de- 
bate alluded  to. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  remarked,  that  by  a  (landing  order  of  that 
Houfe  no  editor  of  a  newfpapcr  wa$  at  liberty  to  give  any  account 
at  all  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Houfe*  Several  complaints  of 
this  fort  had,  upon  former  occafions,  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  in 
different  forms  ;  but  it  wtis'neceflary  that  the  complaint  (houtd  be 
cxprefsly  ftated  before  any  order  of  that  Houfe  could  be  made  in 
confequence.       *      .     •  I 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  his  only  ground  of  complaint  was,  that 
the  editor  of  The  Times  did  not  ftate  his  (hare  in  the  debate  of 
Saturday  evening  in  the  manner  it  had  been  taken  by  him  ;  and 
the  aggravation  of  this  complaint  was,  that  this,  mifreprefeniation 
did  not  arifc  from  the  hurry  of  reporting  afrcr  the  Houfe  broke  up, 
but  aftera  lapfe  of  four  days,  which  circumttance  carried  upon  the 
face  of  it  a  defign  of  wilful  mifrcprefcnration,  cfpecially  as  the  re- 
port was  intermixed  with  the  editor  s  poliiicai  animadverlions. 
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Mr,  SPEAKER  feid,  the  foundation  of  his  complaint,  if  brou^ 
before  the  Houfe,  mufi  be  a  violation  of  one  of  its  (landing  orders 
which  fod)ad  the  publicatbn  of  its  proceedings.  In  the  year  1771 
Ibmething  fimikur  had  occurred  ;  and  then,  the  complaint  biou^ 
forward  was  twofold  ;  the  firft»  for  publifliing  an  account  of  the  de- 
bate^  and  the  feoond  for  mifreprefenting  the  debate. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  replied,  that  he  wiflied  a  difiinaion  to  be 
drawn  by  the  Houfe  betwixt  a  newfpaper  report,  and  the  miirepre* 
fontation  of  a  debtte.  The  prefent  fubjefi  no  more  concerned  him 
*  than  any  other  Member.  The  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech 
(Mr.  Pitt's)  on  Saturday  evening,  had  alfo  been  mifirprefeoted  is 
Thf  Times  of  yefterday  ;'  he  could  wifti  to  hear  his  fentiments  on 
the  fubjed.  He  thou^t  he  had  a  right  rather  to  expedl  aflftftance 
Irom  honourable  Members,  than  to  meet  with  ai^  check  in  brii^* 
ing  the  fubjcd  forward.  He  again  declared,  that  if  the  noble  Lord 
(Auckland)  X  waft  the  perfon  he  had  alluded  to  in  his  fpeech,  he  had 
not  the  fmalleQ  fiiame  to  tcirk&  what  he  had  ftated.  What  he 
complained  of  was,  that  the  editor  tii  Tie  TimeSf  four  days  after  the 
debate  had  taken  place,  under  the  pretence  of  giving  an  account  of 
that  debate,  had  intermixed  political'  ma^tter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  down  the  rule,  that  before  the  Houfe 
could  proceed  upon  this  comfdaintt  its  nature  and  ground  muft  be 
fiated  ;  and  from  what  the  honourable  Member  had  mentioned,  he 
was  afraid  there  would  be  fome  embarraflfment  betwixt  the  ihindipg 
order  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  fpecific  ground  on  which  he  made  his 
complaint ;  for  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  complain  of  the 
publication  of  the  debate,  but  of  roifreprefentation  ;  but  if  the 
Houfe  Hiould  con/ine  itfelf  to  receiving  this  complaint,  it  would  ap** 
pear  as  if  it  had  loft  light  of  its  own  general  flanding  order.  His 
opinion  was,  that  it  would  be  right  firft  to  complain  of  the  prinrcr 
of  Thi  Times  for  having  publKhed  the  debate,  and  then,  as  an  ag* 
gravation,  to  complain  of  the  nfiifrcprcfentation  of  that  debate  ;  but 
k  would  be  impoflihle  for  the  Houfe  to  take  up  the  complaint  on 
the  latter  ground  only,  and  not  to  include  the  publication  as  well  as 
the  mifreprefentation. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  then  faid,  <'  I  do  complain  of  the  publication, 
and  of  the  mifreprefentation." 

Upon  the  fuggeftiun  of  the  Speaker,  the  motion  (which  was 
made  and  feconded)  rah  thus  : 

^'  Complaint  being  made  to  the  Houie,  of  the  printed  newfpa* 
per,  entitled,  "  The  Times,  Wedncjday^  Dec.  a6,  1798,"— isw- 
Vca:— Printed  at  thg  Printing  Office,  in  PrinUng-H9ufe  Square^ 


Die.  aj.]  DEBATES.  s  431 

Blaetfriars,  by  C.  Bell  [Brunfwici  Street),  and  publiflica  by  J.  Bon- 
/or  fSaUJburj  Square) ,  as  containing  an  .  account  of  the  Debates, 
and  mifreprefenting  the  Speeches  of  feme  of  the  Members  of  this 
Houfe,  in  contempt  of-  the  orders,  and  in  breach  of  the  privilege, 
of  this  Houfe :" 

''  The  faid  paper  was  delivered  in,  and  one  of  the  paragraphs 
complained  of  was  read." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid :— I  do  not  rife,  Sir,  with  any  in- 
tention to  oppofe  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  nor  in 
any  manner  to  objcA  to  the  paper  alluded  to  being  delivered  in  at 
the  table  and  read  to  the  Houfc^  Having  never  either  fecn  or  read 
the  paper  now  alluded  to,  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  have  any  farther 
knowledge  of  its  contents  more  than  what  I  have  been  able  to  col* 
\t6t  from  the  ftatemcnt  juft  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman ; 
but  as  from  that  Aatcment  it  appears' to  relate,  in  a  particular  man* 
ner,  to  what  pafled  a  few  evenings  ago,  upon  what  I  then  thought, 
and  dill  do  think,  a  very  important  fubje^t,  and  highly  eflential  to 
the  charader  of  the  noble  perfonage  mentioned  in  it  to  be  cleared 
up  as  fatisfadorily  as  pcflftble,  I  beg  to  fny  a  few  words  on  it  now. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  very  fairly  and  candidly  ftated  what 
then  feu  from  me  on  that  fubjcd  fo  far  as  he  has  mentioned  it  on 
the  prefent  occalion.  And  I  have  no  doubt  now,  ho  more  than  I 
had  on  the  preceding  evening,  when  the  fubjedl  was  before  the 
Houfe,  that  what  the  honourable  gentleman  then  ftatcd  was  in- 
tended by  him  merely  in  illuftration.  But,  Sir,  as  the  matter  has 
once  more  been  brought  before  the  Houfe,  I  would  wifli  it  now  to 
ht  clearly  underftood.  I  believe  it  is  in  the  rccollcdlion  of  every 
gentleman,  that  when  the  flatement  was  firft  mentioned^  I  was  far 
from  fuppoiing  that  the  honourable  gentleman  really  meant  to 
allude  to  any  particular  perfon,  and  therefore  contented  myfelf  with 
barely  faying,  that  if  the  cafe  was  a  real  one,  it  was  deferving  the 
mod  ferious  attention,  and  deiiring  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
name  the  perfon.  When,  however,  from  the  whiipers  that  were 
pafling  round  the  Houfe,  I  perceived  that  the  allufion  was  made  to 
a  noble  perfonagc  nearly  conne61ed  with  the  Government  of  the 
country,  and  that  the  infinuation  ex  rather  charge  againft  him  was, 
that  he  had  endeavoured  to  elude  the  force  of  an  aft  of  Parliament 
by  doing  that  which,  in  any  man,  much  iporc  one  of  his  exalted 
and  diftmguifhcd  fituation  in  life,  was  a  fcandalous  cvafion  of  the  law 
of  the  land,  I  could  not  for  a  moment  longer  fit  filcnt  ;#and  thcrc- 
foro  did  not  hefitate  to  inform  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  frortt 
the  whole  of  what  had  been  faid,  he  had,  I  could  clearly  perceive; 
been  very  grofsly  mifinformcd.     If  he  meant  to  fay,  that  the  noble 
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pcrfon  alluded  Co  had  neither  given  a  (latement  of  the  peniion  he 
had  reiignedy  or  of  the  innportant  office  he  was  about  to  accept, 
nothing  could  be  farther  from  the  real  fad.     I  then  a  (lured  the 
honourable  gentleman^  that  fo  far  from  that  being  the  cafe,  the  dif- 
tinguifhcd  pcrfon  alluded  to  had  a(*^cd  in  a  manner  which  reflft^cd 
the  highefi  honour  on  his  patriotifm  ;  that  he  had  received  no  abate-* 
mcnts  whatever  but  thofe  which  the  law  allowed  to  every  other  pcr^ 
fon,  which  was  one-tenth  ;  that  with  the  greateft  and  mo(l  praife- 
worthy  generofity,  he  had  added  another  tenth,  by  way  of  voluntary 
contribution ;  fo  that,  indead  of  any  evafion,  he  had  aiSually  contri- 
buted a  fifth  of  his  property,  which  was  double  the  fum  which  th€ 
law  really  demanded  of  him.      1  have  beqn  thus  particular.  Sir,  in 
repeating  .what  I  faid  the  preceding  evening,  becaufe  I  deem  it  of 
the  highed  importance  that  vague  and  unfounded  reports  and  infinua- 
tions,  fp  ilrungly  and  intimately,  affedling  perfons  nearly  connefled 
with  the  exil^ing  Government  of  the  country,  (hould  be  as  fpeedily 
and  effe(flually  as  poflible  cleared  up  and  rooted  out  of  the  public 
mind,  on  which  they  might  produce  the  moft  roifchievous  and  un- 
happy confequences.     I  have  repeatedly,  Sir,  declared,  that  I  be- 
lieve the  ftatement  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  to  be  only  in 
illuflration.     I  have,  (rom  taking  the  whole  together,  of  the  re- 
iigning  the  peniion,  and  the  acceptance  of  a  place  of  high  impor- 
tance, pointed  out  the  noble  perfon  to  whom  I  fuppofed  the  honour- 
able gentleman  meant  to  allude  \  but  though  Che  honourable  gen« 
tleman  has  confefled  that  according  to  my  ftatements  he  was  in  the 
wrong,  yet.  Sir,  he  has  not  made  any  anfwer  to  the  queftion,  whe- 
ther the  noble  peafonage  to  whom  I  alluded,  and  in  his  own  opinion 
freed  from  the  charge,  was  the  fame  pcrfon  he  meant.     This,  Sir, 
is  leaving  it  dill  in  doubt,  whether  fomc  other  perfon  may  not  be 
fufpedted  of  having  done  that  which  t  have  no  doubt  every  perfoil 
nearly  conne£ted  wkh  the  prefcni  Government  would  indignantly 
fpurn  at ;  and  I  hope  the  hononrable  gentleman  will  have  candour 
enough,  on  the  prefent  occalion,  fo  far  to  clear  up  the  point  as  to 
give  an  explicit  anfwer  to  that  quedion.     The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  not  defired  to  name  any  perfon  whatever,  if  that  (hould  not 
be  the  cafe.     And  rK)w,  Sir,  having  faid  thus  much  on  this  prticu- 
lar  fubjedt,  I  beg  leave  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the  point  immediately 
under  the  conflderation  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  I  am  clearly  of  opinion 
with  you.  Sir,  that  if  the  Houfe  take  up  this  bufinefs  at  all,  tt  will 
be  nccelTary  in  the  5r(l  place  to  advert  to  the  breach  of  the  (landing 
order  of  the  Houfe,  which  forbids  any  publication  of  wh^t  palTes 
there  by  any  pcrfon  whatever.      It  will  be  for  the  Houfe  to  confidcr 
how  far  they  will  wave  the  conflderation  of  the  repeated  breaches 


Die.  27.]  DEBATES.  433 

m 

which  have  been  mzdcy.  and  are  continually  making,  with  regard  to 
this  order.  1  (hould  be  very  forry.  Sir,  to  be  obliged  to  interpofe 
the  authority  of  the  Houfe  in  re0ri6)ing  what  has  long  been  per- 
mittedy  as  a  medium  of  communication  between  this  Houfe  and  the 
Public.  But)  Sir,  the  daily  occafions  which  are  given  by  the  pub- 
lic prints  for  complaints  from  every  quarter  of  the  Houfe  of  mifre- 
prcfenting  and  miftating  what  paifcs  in  it,  fcems  to  require  the  mod 
attentive  confideration  of  this  Houfe  to  devife  fome  means  of  check* 
ing  or  preventing  this  growing  abufe.  As  to  the  paper  in  queftion^ 
Sir,  I  have  no  objedion  to  its  being  handed  in  at  the  table,  and 
read  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,   that  he  took  this  opportunity  again  to 
repeat  what  he  had  faid  on  a  former  occafion.     When  the  matter 
was  firft  Aated,  he  was  fpeaking  in  a   way  whjich  fome  accufed  as 
levity,  a  proof  that  he  was  not  in  a  temper  to  make  grave  and  ferious 
accufations,  and  what  he  had  faid  was  merely  an  illuilration  of  the 
difpoHtion  of  people  to  avoid  taxes,  when  fo  much  was  faid  of  what 
wag  odioufly  called  evading  the  payment  of  taxes.     He  had  dated 
that  therfe  were  many  people,  who  would  not  l)e  guilty  of  what  they 
confidered  a  grofs  a£l  of  diftionefty,  that  would  think  themfelves  juf^ 
tified  in  availing  themfelves  of  the  ftridt  letter  of  the  law  to  avoid 
the  payment  of  taxes,  and  the  inftance  he  alluded  to,  he  had  dated 
as  an  ingenious  device  in  that  way.      He  never  meant  to  make  any 
grave  and  weighty  charge  againd  any  perfon.     There  mud  be  fome 
gentlemen  who  were  difpofcd  to  take  mortal  odence  at  every  thing 
he  faid,  and  to  reprcfent  what  in  another  would  be  cotifidcrcd  as  a 
trifling  matter,  as  a  very  ferious  crime  in   him.     This,  however^ 
would  put  him  more  upon  his  guard  in  future.     The  allufion  was 
meant  only  to  illuflrate  what  was  always  held  to  be  a  common 
pradice.      In  looking  into  an  author  of  note,  he  had    found  the^ 
fame  idea  dated,  though  with  much  more  elegance  and  .  force  than 
he  could  pretend  to  give  it.     The  book  he  alluded  to  was  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Eden  to  Lord  Carlifle.     Having  dated  the   income  if 
the  country  to  be  one  hundred  millions «  and  that  the  tenth  of  thai 
income  would  produce  no  more  than  7-^,  he  illuihates  the  pradlioe 
of  avoiding  taxes  by  faying>  "  We  know  that  opulent  perfons  can 
(hut.out  the  rays  of  the  fun  to  avoid  the  window  tax.     (Tins  was 
fuppofed  to  allude  to  a  noble  perfon  whom  he  ihouid  not  nan^.e,  as 
he  meant  to  beware  of  anecdotes.)  We  know  that  horfcs  are  obliged 
to  drag  twenty  miles  extf^/to  avoid  the  pofi  duty;  that  difintortftcd 
enthufiafm  was  not  of  rampart  growth  ;  it  was  a  fenfiblc   phmc 
which  fhrunk  from  the  touch  of  the  tax  gatherer."     Such  was  t!ir 
idea  which  he  had  datec)  upon  thc(e  authorities^  and  it  was  in  illul- 
VoL.  VII.  J  K 
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.tmthn  of  it  that  he  hsid  made  the  dlii(k)ti  which  had  g}v^  fo  miidi 
dScnct.  He  had  bMi  cMtd  upon  at  firft  witfi  much  warmth  to 
ittfne  die  perC'n  alluded  to.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  on 
the  eontrafy,  widi  the  moft  perfeA  temper,  civility,  and  good  man- 
nera,  had  taken  notice  of  it,  in  fo  far  as  he  conceiYed  it  to  apply  to  a 
certain  noble  perfon  ;  and  he  was  ready  at  all  tinges,  if  betrayed  into 
fn  enor,  candidly  to  acknowledge,  and  when  he  bad  bemmiftakrn, 
he  thought  there  could  be  no  (hame  whatever  in  admitting  it.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  certainly  was  right ;  my  Lord  Auck* 
land  was  the  perfon  alluded  to.  He  was  not  to  be  intimidated, 
however,  to  anfwer  queftions  put  to  him  in  a  petulant,  oflfenfiTe 
manner;  but  when^ntlemen  adcd  with politenefs  and  good  man* 
jters>  he  wa&  always  ready  in  candour  to  give  every  fatisfadion  in 
hts  power.  The  miftake  had  originated  in  a  mtftatemenf  of  the 
fortune'  of  the  noble  Lord  in  queftion.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, however,  had  flated  from  his  perfonal  knowledge,  that  the 
account  was  utterly  unfounded,  and  he  knew  no  better  authority 
when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  pledged  himfelf  to  a  fad  in 
fuch  a  mannen  He  now,  therefore,  withdrew  his  fan6)ion  from  a 
ftatement  which  had  com^  to  him  as  a  rumour.  He  could  nor  do 
more  than  this.  He  never  had  any  intention  to  hurt  the  feelings 
of  any  perfon  ;  he  never  meant  to  adduce  the  h&  as  a  grave  anS 
ferious  chaige^  and  hefelt  no  fhame  in 'retraining  what  he  had  faid  ; 
and  if- he  had  oecafioned  any  harm  to  the  noble*  Lord  he  V^as  fony 
for  it. 

Mr.  BANKES  fafd,  he  was  forry  he  Was  not  in  the  Heufc  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  firO  began..  Frovrr  what  he  heard,  how* 
ever,  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  explanation,  he  muft  take  the 
liberty  to  fay,  that  when  the  convcrfation  firft  took  place,  he  had 
(tated  that  the  (iory  bad  reached  him  not  from  rumour,  but  from  a 
perfon  of  credibility  on  whom  he  could  rely.  Now  he  had  fhted 
the  perfon  to  whom  he  had  alluded  like  a  man  of  honour.  When 
that  altufion  was  firft  made,  it  was  in  a  way  fomewhat  difierentV  in 
the  imprefTion  it  made  on  the  Hoafe,  from*  the  turn  which  ^tcho* 
nourable  gentleman  now  gave  it.  He  had  ftated  thai  the*  noble 
Lord  in  queftion,  ar  the  monnent  of  giving  an  account  of  his  intome 
under  the  AOefted-Tax  Bill,  had,  aa  not  being  in  receipt  of  his 
penfion  which  he  had  refigned,  and  nor  knowing  the  amount  of  the 
profits  of  his  office,  reduced  his  income  to^  300!.  a  year.  This 
too  he  flated  not  on  rumour,  but  coming  from  a  perfon  on  whofe 
accuracy  he  relied. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  here  interrupted  Mn  Bankot,  orid  feid.  there 
was  no  inoonMcncy  .between  what  he  faid  foraier^y  and  what  lie* 
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fajd  now.  He  had  hid,  Unt  he  had  it  ffom  a  peribn  on.wbolb 
accuracy  he  thought  he  could  rdy  ;  but  on  inquiry,  be  found  thai 
thisperfon  had  it  from  rumour,  from  A,  B^  and  C,  cpafequently 
he  was  juiUfied  in  faying  he  had  recetv^  it  only  from  rumour. 

Mr.  fiANKES  faid,  he  would  in  ^  few  words  jufiify  what  he 
bad  (Uted.  If  a  gentleman  dated  in  the  Houfe  that  he  had  a  U6k 
from  a  creditable  perfon,  it  certainly  wat  intended  to  have  mosp 
weigiht  dian  if  he  gave  it  merely  as  vague  rumour.  It  lumed  out 
now,  that  the  honourable  gentleman's  perfon  of  accuracy  had  op 
accuracy,,  and  chat  the  perfon  he  thought  was  to  be  relied  on,  coulfl 
not  be  relied  oh  at  all.  Certainly  in  matters  tending  to  ztkSt 
the  chara<3er,  and  to  wound  the  feelings,  of  others,  gentlemen 
Ibould  be  certain  of  the  accuracy  on  which  their  ftatemcnts  were 
founded*  ' 

Mr.  TIERNEY  wondered  that  gentlemen  fliould  think  that  k 
was  poflibie  for  him  to  fee  at  once  what  was  a  rumour  and  what 
was  not.  He  had  now  aiked  the  perfon  from  yrhom  he  had  re- 
ceived the  (lory,  how  he  had  obtained  it,  and  he  found  it  was  not 
from  accurate  information,  but  from  rumour.  -  Now,  therefore,  he 
was  aware,  that  what  he  had  conceived  to  be  founded  on  accurate 
Jcnowledge,  was  nothing  more  than  vague  rumour. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  had  at  one 
jperiod  of  his  life  lived  in  (bme  terms  of  intimacy  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr«  Tierney),  and  that  intimacy  ftill  left  a  con«> 
iiderable  impreffion  on  his  mind.  He  could  not  help  thinking 
flill,  however,  that  what  the  honoi!irahle  gentleman  had  jfbrmerly 
faid  bore  a  conftruAion  diifcrent  from  what  he  had  now  given  it, 
and  was  calculated  to  produce  diiFcrent  imprefllons  on  the  Houfia* 
What  he  had  (aid  of  a  noble  perfon  implied  a  charge  of  a  very  {br 
rious  nature,  and  begged  the  honourable  gentleman  to  confider  how 
dangerous  it  was  to  ftatc  ■     ■  ■■ 

Mr.  TIERNEY  here  dated,  that  he  Ihoulid  be  happy  to  renew 
hh  acquainunce  with  the  learned  gentleman,  but  he  did  not  wiQi 
to  hear  fcrraons  from  him — [Here  was  a  cry  of  "  Order !"] 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  proceeded.  He  faid,  he  had 
no  intention  of  giving  the  honourable  gentleman  oflfence ;  he  merdj 
meant,  that  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  advanced  amounted 
to  a  very  ferious  charge.  It  was  not  the  cafie  of  a  pqrfon  endea- 
vouring to  avoid  payment  of  a  tax,  by  adhering  ftriAly  to  the  lettet 
of  the  law ;  but  it  was,  if  truly  dated,  a  palpable  fraud.  When 
fuch  a  (latement,  implying  fuch  a  charge,  was  advanced,  it 
was  very  natural  that  tho(e  who  were  acquainted  with  peribnt  to 
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^hom  the  allufion  could  in  any  (hape  be  conflrued  to  app1y>  fiiould 
be  anxious  to  juftify  them  from  the  imputation. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  never  had  (fated  it  as  at  all  implying 
itich  a  fraud,  nor  was  it  ever  meant  as  a  grave  accufation.  If  the 
learned  gentleman  had'  applied  to  the  iright  honourable  gentleman 
next  him,  his  more  accurate  rccollcflion,  together  with  his  candour, 
would  have  informed  him  that  no  fuch  thing  had  been  faid, 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  had  merely 
ftated  that,  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded  to  as  having 
been  done  by  a  noble  pcrfon  would  Lave  amounted  to  a  fraud, 
and  that  the  warmth  of  thofc  who  wiflied  to  juftify  their  friends 
^om  the  imputation  was  quite  natural. 

•     Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  the  Houfc  would  perceive  that  this  ccii- 
verfation  was  irregular.     On  the  prcfent  occaiion  they  would  judge 
how  far  he  had  done  right  in  acquiefcing  in  It ;  but  certainly  it  had 
now  been  carried  far  enough. 
•  On  the  motion  being  put,  that  the  paper  be  given  in  and  read, 
Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,   he    was  not  furc  whether  the 
Houfc  would  rccoileS,  that  in  what  lie  had  faid  in  his  firft  fpeech, 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  infcrtion  of  the  report 
cojTipIained  of  being  paid  for  by  certain  perfons-     He  had  fome 
reafon  to  believe  that  this  infinuation  was  intended  to  allude  to  him 
(Mr.  Wilberforcc) ;  if  fo,  he  wiftied  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
fay  fo  candidly,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  fay  a  few 
words  to  exculpate  himfelf  from  the  charge,  and  if  it  was  propofed 
to  read  the  paper,  to  urge  reafons  againfl  it. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  rofe  to  fpeak  immediately  to 
the  queftion  before  the  Houfe.     He  thought  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  muft  now  have  attained  the  objeft  he  had  in  view  in 
bringmg  in  this  complaint.      It  was  certainly  true  that  mifreprcfcn- 
tation  was  an  aggravation  of  the  breach  of  privilege  in  printing  the 
proceedings  of  the  Houfe  at  all ;  but  the  breach  of  privilege  was  that 
which  the  Houfc  had  to  confider.     It  was  not  the  accuracy  or  in- 
accuracy of  the  reports,  but  the  violation  of  the  order  of  the  Houfe, 
thar  was  to   be   taken  into  view  ;  though  certainly  it  was  not  to 
overlook  perfonal  feelings,  and  every  man  muft  be  anxious  not  to 
be  mifreprefcnicd  ;  the  priviiej^e  of  the  Houfe  was  the  great   con- 
fideration  on  which  they  muft  ^6i.     If  the?  honourable  gentleman 
was  not  content  with  ftating  the  complaint,  for  the  purpofc  of  cor- 
rcSing  an  error,  which  probably  would  be  corre6^ed  by  what  had 
now  paflTcd  in  the  very  fame  paper  to-morrow,  the  complaint  muft 
jgo  a  great  deal  farther  than  the  honourable  gentleman  might  intend. 
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Every  other  pcrfon  who  had  publiflied  the  proceedings  alluded  to, 
muft  likewife  be  called  up.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  it  would 
be  better  at  prefcnt  to  withdraw  the  motion.  If  the  objeQ  in  view 
was  the  prbteflion  of  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  this  would  be  at- 
tained, as  what  had  already  taken  place  would  (hew  that  the  Houfe 
was  determined  to  go  to  the  rigour  of  its  privileges,  if  they  were 
abufed.  If  it  was  pcrfifted  in,  no  diftinfiion  could  be  made;  and 
thofe  who  had  been  equally  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
this  Houfe,  as  the  printer  in  queftion,  would  be  equally  liable  to  its 
animadverfion. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  this  cafe  differed  very  widely  from 
every  other.  The  account  was  inferted  fevcral  days  after  the  con- 
verfation  had  taken  place,  and  profefled  to  corredt  other  ftatements. 
As  to  the  motion,  he  thought  it  belonged  to  the  Houfe  to  dlfpofc  of 
it.  He  fhould  not  withdraw  it.  He  did  feel  it  as  a  malevolent 
attempt  to  excite  animoflties  betwoen  individuals,  and  he  was 
convinced  that  its  infercion  had  been  paid  for  by  fome  perfons  in 
this  view. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  that  fincc  tfiis  fubjeS 
^as  brought  before  the  Houfe,  they  had  no  option  under  their  order 
with  refpecft  to  the  vote  they  were  to  give,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
have  the  effedl  to  correft  a  pradlice  which  he  had  even  thought  be- 
fore he  was  in  Parliament,  and  (ince  he  had  been  in  it,  both  while 
he  fat  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  on  this,  an  intolerable 
abufc,  materially  afFe6ling  not  only  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  but 
likewife  the  interefts  of  the  country.  Thefe  difad vantages,  he  faid, 
refulted  from  it,  independent  of  the  jnifreprefentations  fo  juftly  com- 
plained of.  He  hoped  therefore  that  this  complaint  would  operate 
as  a  check,  and  remove  any  falfe  imprelTions  as  to  the  reafons  which 
had  induced  the  Houfe  to  permit  the  pra3ice.  He  allented  to  the 
motion,  not  on  account  of  the  injuftice  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  fufTered,  though  he  (hould  not  be  lefs  fendble  of  the  in- 
juftice done  to  him  than  to  any  other  Member,  but  on  the  general 
ground,  that  a  particular  cafe  of  injuftice  was  vaftly  fubordinate  to 
the  great  objcdl  of  protcfling  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  which 
were  violated  by  the  publication  of  their  proceedings  at  all.  How- 
ever the  Houfe  had  connived,  and  how  lorig  they  might  continue  to 
conrttve,  at  the  practice,  he  (hould  be  forry  that  the  queftion  (hould 
go  off  without  the  Houfe  giving  an  opinion  upon  the  important  quef- 
tion of  thefe  privileges.  He  had  ftated  his  opinion  on  the  general 
point.  As  to  the  mifreprefentations  complained  of,  it  was  impoflfible 
to  expcdl  that  daily  fubjedl  of  complaint  would  not  occur  when  the 
fituatlon  of  perfons  concerned  in  the  employment,  and  the  Influence 
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of  every  kind  to  which  they  vicrt  fubje6^|  W3S  cenndered.  This 
pradice  had  grown  intpa  great  evil,  and  it  was  bjat  of  recent  ongioi 
nor  did  he  think  that  Parliament,  iri  forqier  timeSy'had  bc^  fo  ig- 
norant of  what  w&s  proper  to  be  done  with  regard  to  the  r^ulatk>n  of 
thelr.privileges,  and  that  it  was  only  in  modern  times  that  we  had  dip- 
covered  what  was  the  proper  courfe.to  follow. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  he  wifhed  the  matter  to  be  now  decided/ 
There  was  no  occ?i(ion  for  farther  warning,  after  what  had  bea;i 
faid  a  few  days  ago  by  an  honourable  gentleman.  He  h^^  lon^ 
obferved  the  irifieprefentations  which  were  given  of  wi)at  pafied 
here  ;  ^nd  he  thought  that  thofe  who  wroi^  the  report  made  ^otle- 
inen  fay  juft  what  they  themfclvcs  pleafed. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITf+faid,  that  gentlemen  did  not  fcen>» 
willing  to  ohferve  the  didin^ion  betwe^en  this  cafe  and  others  where 
mifreprefentation  might  exift.  However  the  orders  of  the  Houfe 
mi^t  coniider  the  publication  as  the  chief  offence,  gcnilcrr.un'$ 
minds  mufl  take  into  confideration  the  intention  with  which  ^  mif- 
reprefentation was  accompanied.  If  mifreprefentation  w?is  an  ag- 
^raya^ioa.of  the  breach  of  privilege,  the  imention  was  an  a^rava> 
tion  of  that  mifreprefentation.  A  report  made  up  in  a  few  hour» 
ppght  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  an  account  which  had  been  ponfidcrcd 
for  feycral  day$ ;  ^nd  he  left  it  to  gentlemen  to  judge^  whether  ther^ 
was  not  here  an  intention  to  convert  reports  into  a  vehicle  of  attack 
upon  the  Members  of  the  Houfe. 

.Mr.  JXDNES  faid,  he  agreed  that  the  publication  of  ?ill  reports 
vas  a  breach  of  privilege  ;  and  if  any  reprefentation  was  to  be^vcn^ 
it  (hould  be  full,  fair,  official,  and  legal.  H^  thought  that  gen- 
tlemen in  power  (hould  turn  their  attention  to  this  point.  A9 
tp  the  particular  meri.s  of  this  quefiign,  he  was  npt  fufi^iecvtljr 
mafter.of  them. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  wifhed  again  to  know  whether  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  brougiit  this  matter  forward  alluded  to  him 
in  any  part  of  his  fpeecK  P  He  had  afked  the  honourable  gentle- 
man before,  but  to  which  there  was  no  anfwer  given.  Whether 
that  was  to  be  confidered  as  an  affirmative  or  negative,  he  could  not 
fay  ;  but  with  regard  to  the  queftion  now  before  the  Houfe,  he  had  • 
to  obferve,  that  there  were  other  papers  in,  which  were  mifreprafenta- 
tions  of  the  groffcft  kind,  and  that  upon  this  very  fubjeS ;  not  only  on 
the  general  heads  of  rhe  fubjedt,  but  alfoon  what  he  had  himfelf  fiatcd 
l^ith  regard  to  a  point  about  which  he  coixfeflfcd  he  was  very  anxious 
——he  meant  the  charafter  of  the  noble  Lord  who  had  been  alluded 
•0  in  the  debate,  and  who  had  been  named  to-night.  He  happened 
to  take  in  two  papers,  of  which  that  in  qucilion  was  one,  and  he 
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ftired  there  •  wa#  asr  iRtief  truth  or  accuracy  in  the  one  as  hi  the 
t^tfter,  fe  flir  as  related  to  die  Debates  of  t^iat  Hourc.  Me  ftood  in 
"a  partfeulKr  fituatitm  in  regafrd  to  the  queftlbn  now  before  the  Houfe. 
He  eertainly  gave  his  opiribn,  in  fome  degree,  the  otlier  night*, 
upon  the  very  fubjeA  now  before  the  Houfe.  ^e  certainly  declared 
it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  it  became  the  Houfe,  for  the  credit  and  the 
charadbr  of  individuals  in  certain  refpeds,  but  for  the  great  objed 
which  the  Houfe  ought  always  to  have  in  view,  for  the  charadler  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  for  the  fafoty  of  the  Conftitution  of 
this  country,  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Houfe  to  'provide  fome  re- 
medy againfl  the  great  and  growing  evil,  the  milreprefentations  of 
the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  which  had  been  fuffered  of  late  to 
rife  to  an  height  too  great  to  be  allowed  to  continue.  Certainly  all 
chat  had  paiTed  lince  had  not  contributed  to  alter  his  opinion.  But 
although  this  article  now  complained  of  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man might  be  liable  to  cenfurc,  yet  he  muft  obferve,  that  to  take 
this  paper,  and  this*  only,  as  one  that  ought  to  be  the  objctf^  of  cen- 
furc, would  be  a  very  unfair  and  curtailed  mode  of  proceeding,  and 
it  would  appear  like  injufticc  if  the  Houfe  did  not  take  other  paper* 
as  well  as  this.  But  with  regard  to  the  fort  of  refledlion  that  had 
been  caft  upon  him,  he  could  not  help  obfcrving,  that  there  Teemed 
to  be  a  difpofition  in  fome  gentlemen  to  take  notice  always  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  fpoke  his  fentiments  in  that  Houfe,  and  it  was 
rather  tnfinuated,  as  if  he  was  adluatcd  by  fome  angry  motives  in 
what  he<faidk  He  thought  this  »  little  extraordinary  to  come  froni 
fortic  gentlemen  who  had  for  a  long  lime  been  acquainted  with  him. 
Feriiaps  fronfi  a  natural  warmth  of  temper,  he  was  led  fomctimcs  to 
fpeak  in  a  manner  that  was  more  acrimonious  tlian  he  might  wi(h  ; 
hii  motives,  however,  were  always  the  fame,  and  all  his  condud  was 
to  one  point,  namely,  the  good  of  the  Public.  However,  he  muft 
lea%'e  this  to  the  fentiftients  of  thofe  who  of  late,  as  well  as  of  for- 
,  mer  years,  knew  the  moft  of  him.  Be  thcfe  things  as  they  might, 
he  Aiould  always  exprefs  his  opinions  freely  ;  and  now  that  he  was 
Djp^it'tlfis  fttbjed^  he  fhould  tsdce  the  liberty  of  faying,  there  was  a 
very  coMmon  pradtce  in  that  Houfe,  which,  for  its  honour  and 
dimity,  he  wi(hcd  to  be  difcontinued.  The  Members  of  tlVir 
Houfe  Were  in  the  habit  of  fpeaking  of  one  aiiother  in  a  fulfofne^ 
ftile  of  compliment,  in  a  way  that  might,  perhaps,  pleafe  fome  by- 
Aanders-,  bat  which  neither  aided  the  debate,  nor  had  the  IcaO  ti)ic. 
tart  of  fincerity  in  it;  and  the  very  Members  themfclvcs.  whir 
tffed  thRl^fort  of  language  in  the  Houfe,  treated  it  every  where  clfc* 
as  empty  found  and  trifling  nohfcnfe.  This  was  a  habit  that' was* 
Atr  creditte  thr  Hottfe^and  he,  for  .one>  wifliod  to  fee  it  fet  ^fitdt;  a'lld* 
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the  language  of  (incerity  adopted.  He  wiflied  genelemen  to  fpeak 
the  truth  upon  thefc  points,  as  well  as  others,  diftindily  as  thej  felc, 
and  not  to  give  way  to  an  unmeaning  or  (hallow  ftile  of  complU 
nient  upon  one  another.  With  rcfpe£t  to  the  queAion  now  be&re 
the  Houfe,  he  could  only  fay,  that  he  really  never  wiOied  to  put  a 
flop  to  the  fair  Oatement  of  the  proceedings  of  Parliament.  It  had 
long  been  a  dcfire  with  him,  that  they  fliould  be  accurately  given  to 
the  public  ;  and  he  (hould  look  back  with  pleafure  on  the  moment 
of  his  life,  in  which  he  was  aware  he  had  been  in  any  degree  inftru- 
mental  in  bringing  about  that  dcfircd  objcd).  But  he  muft  again 
repeat,  that  if  any  notice  was  to  be  uken  by  the  Houfe  of  the  inac« 
curacy  of  newfpapers,  this  paper  (hould  not  be  the  only  one,  while 
there  were  others,  equally  faulty,  that  were  taken  no  notice  of  what- 
ever upon  this  head  of  complaint. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  (aid,  th^it  the  honourable  gentleman  mifcon- 
ceived  him  very  much,  if  he  thought  he  had  any  particular  enmity 
agalnll  the  paper  of  which  he  had  juO  complained,  quite  the  con« 
frary  ;  he  had  no  fuch  enmity  ;  but  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  Rate 
this  as  an  unwarrantable  publication,  not,  as  it  regarded  what  he 
faid,  but  as  it  regarded  what  others,  much  more  important  in  the 
edimation  of  the  Houfe,  faid — If  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
(hew  him  any  other  paper,  in  which  there  was  the  fame  account  as 
that,  of  which  he  was  now  complaining,  in  The  TinuSy  he^fhould 
think  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward  that  paper  alfo  \  but  this  was  the 
only  one  he  knew  of  that  had  this  account. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  other  paper  that  had  this  account  in  it ;  but  having  looked  at 
two  papers,  which  he  took  in,  and  having  examined  them  for  the 
reafon  he  had  dated  already,  he  was  ready  to  fay,  they  both  contained 
grofs  mifreprcfcntation  of  what  paflcd  in  that  Houfe;  and  although 
the  account  of  which  the  honourable  gentlemasi  complained  was  not 
fo  accurate  as  it  ought  to  be,  yet  it  was  not  fo  inaccurate  as  the  firii 
account  to  which  it  referred. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  it  would  be  much  better  to  de- 
fer this  debate,  as  it  involved  a  point  of  great  importance — namely, 
the  mode  in  which  the  matxer .  (hould  be  difpofed  of;  for  on  the 
queftion  of  the  ftanding  order,  there  could  be  no  diflferencc  of 
opinion ;  but  on*  the  other  points  many  arguments  ough(  to  be 
urged,  and  when  they  came  forward,  no  doubt,  the  Houfe  Mx>uld 
^ive  to  them  the  attention  they  (hould  merit ;  but  he  thought  that 
could  not.  qow  be  done  confiftenrly  with  the  convenience  of  fhc 
Houfe.  He  would  obfcrvc,  however,  in  paifingy  that  if  any  deter- 
mination wasfiumc  ^o  upon  the  paper  now  prppofcd,  ^he  1^91^(5 ^wcd 
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it  to  itM  juftiee  to  adopt  the  fame  with  rcffLtd  to  others.  He  thooghf , 
that  after  the  long  connivance  of  the  Houfe  at  the  publication  of  iis 
pioceedingSf  and  the  very  grofs  abufe  of  that  connivance,  in  a  per- 
veriiori  of  them,  in  fome  refpedls,  in  every  cafe  in  which  they  were 
pQbltflied,  it  would  be  iikonfifient  with  the  dignity  or  the  jufiicc  of 
the  Houfe  to  make  any  partial  order  upon  this  particular  thing. 
What  had  already  happened  might  be  oonfidered  as  a  fair  warning 
toothers.  If  the  particular  paflages  complained  of  in  this  paper 
were  to  be  pointed  oot|  he  thoqght  it  would  be  convenient  to  the 
Houfe  that  the  fubjed  fliould  be  deferred,  and  for  that  purpofe  the 
f^ular  way  would  be  to  adjourn  this  debate  to  fome  future  day. 
But  he  muft  fay  again,  that  when  the  Houfe  did  return  to  the  con* 
liderationof  the  bufinefs,  they  (hould  be  prepared  to  take  a  general 
view  of  the  fubje6^,  and  not  to  confine  itfelf  to  any  thing  that  be- 
longed to  this  particular  paper. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,lie  thought  he  faw  a  general  difpofition  in 
the  Houfe  not  to  purfue  this  fubjed  any  farther— [Here  there  was  a 
cry  of  **  No!  No!  No!"]  -»He  obferved,  that  it  was  not  againft 
Ae  paper  of  Thi  Times  that  he  had  any  objedion,  becaufe  it  was  fa- 
vourable to  Minifters  in  its  general  policy,  but  it  was  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  converfation  of  Saturday  night  laft  had  been 
reported  that  his  objeftion  was  pointed.  He  fliould  do  the  fame 
thing  againft  any  other  paper  if  it  contained  the  fame  account:  but 
fiom  the  manner  in  which  this  matter  had  been  hitherto  treated,  ho 
very  much  q^eftioncd  whether  the  Houfe  had  not  better  fay  at  once 
they  would  not  proceed  any  farther. 

The  queftion  being  put. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  that  if  this  matter 
was  to  be  confidered,  he  thought  that  to-morrow  would  be  too  early 
a  day  ;  fome  time  ought  to  be  given  to  conlider  the  whole  of  the 
fubjed,  for  ibme  other  papers  might  fall  into  the  fame  predicament. 
He  fliould  therefore  move  that  fome  future  day  be  appointed  for  the 
diicuflion  of  this  buiinefs.  It  would  be  well  to  poftpone  it  now,  not 
for  ever,  but  he  thought  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight— [Here  there  wa» 
fome  difient]— He  proceeded,  and  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  give  the 
go-by  to  the  matter. 

The  queftion  was  again  put. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  obfcrved,  that  it  was  indifferent  to  him 
whether  this  was  to  come  on  now  or  ilit :  but  there  was  anotbes. 
paper  in  which  there  was  the  moft  grofs  mifreprefcntation 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  honourable  Member,  that  he 
otnild  not  engraft  any  charge  upon  that  which  was  now  before  the 
Houfe. 

Vol.  VIL  3  L 
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Mr.  W.  SMITH  acquicTced,  and  faid  he  ihould  poftpone  wbat 
he  had  to  fay  upon  that  fubjeA. 

"  The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  he  flill  wiflicd  this 
matter  to  be  poAponed  to  a  future  day,  not  too  near  the  prefcnt ; 
noti  indeed)  to  a  day  over  which  the  Houie  mig^t  adjourn,  for  that, 
he  knew,  would  be  liable  to  untoward  obfcrvatbns.  He  therefore 
moved.  That,  inftead  of  the  word  *'  now,"  the  words  '*  on  Mon- 
dar  next"  be  fubftituted. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  upon  the  original  motion  for  reading 
the  paper  immediately,  and  negatived. 

Then  the  queflion  was  put  on  the  amendment  of  the  Mafter  of 
the^  Rolls,  and  it  was  ordered. 
Orderedy 

That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  matter  of  the  (aid  complaint 
be  adjourned  till  Monday  morning  next. 

The  report  of  the  bill  for  continuing  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Habeas-Corpus  Ad  was  brought  up,  read,  and  agreed  to  ;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  thircl  time  to-morrow,  if  engrolled. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  moved  for  the  farther  confideration 
of  the  report  of  the  bill  for  taxing  income, 

Sr  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  obferved,  that  no  pcrfon  was 
more  unwilling  than  he  was  to  oppofe  what  appeared  to  be  the  ge- 
neral fentiment  of  the  Houfe,  and  was  far  from  wifhing  to  with- 
hold the  fupplies  neceifary  for  carrying  on  the  war  with  vigour,  for 
which,  indeed,  no  man  was  more  defirous  than  himfelf.  With  re- 
gard to  the  prefenc  bill,  however,  there  were  feveral  parts  of  it 
which  deferved  to  be  well  weighed  before  it  was  adopted  by  that 
Houfe.  He  had  always  confidered  that  the  profperity  of  every  free 
country  depended  upon  three  points :  thefe  were,  thefecurity  of  life, 
perfonal  liberty,  and  property.  Wherever  thefe  were  flrifily  pre- 
fervcd,  the  happinefs  of  the  people  was  infuied.  Now  in  this 
country,  the  fecurity  of  life  was  rendered  very  complete  by  the  wife 
infiitutions  of  ^Grand  and  Petty  Juries,  which  were  wonderfully  cal- 
culated for  preferving  the  life  of  thefubje£t.  With  refped  to  per- 
fonal liberty,  it  had  long  been  better  fecured  in  this  than  in  any  other 
country.  It  was,  indeed,  interrupted  by  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Ha- 
beas-Corpus  A&, ;  but  on  that  fubjed  he  did  not  mean  to  fpeak,  as 
the  fufpenfion  was  only  temporary.  The  next  fubjeA  was  pro- 
perty, and  it  alfo  had  i)ith#to  been  well  fecured  in  this  country ; 
but  if  this  bill  paired  upon  its  prcfent  principle,  he  was  convinced 
that  its  protection  would  be  totally  removed.  In  every  government 
there  mud  be  fome  authority  which  pofiefies  the  power  of  impofing 
uxes*'    In  this  country  that  power  was  invefied  in  Parliament. 
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This  point  was  fettled  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firft,  by  the  re- 
liftance  of  the  Great  Hampden  to  the  payment  of  fhip-money. 
Hitherto  all  the  taxes  impofed  by  Parliament  had  been  in  a  great 
meafure  optional ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  were  generally  laid  upon  arti- 
cles of  confumption,  which  people  could  either  take  or  forbear  to  ufe 
as  they  pleaied.     There  were  but  two  inftances,  that  he  knew,  of 
taxes  of  a  contrary  nature,  viz.  the  tax   on  fait  and   the  tax  on 
windows.     Perhaps  it  might  be  objeded,  that  the  tax  on  neceflfaries 
of  life  were  not  optional :  certainly  fo  far  as  abfolute  neceflity  exifts 
they  were,  but  Ail  I  they  were  optional  as  to  the  quantity  confumed. 
This  mode  of  taxation  had  been  a  great  protedion  to  property  in 
England,  becaufe  it  was  the  natural  operation  of  a  tax  upon  any  ar- 
ticle to  diminifh  its  confumption  whenever  the  duty  impofed  was 
carried  too  high.     The  efFect  of  this  often  was,  that  the  tax  pro- 
duced lefs  to  the  revenue  than  it  did  when  it  was  more  moderate : 
but  it  might,  perhaps,  be  faid,  why  limit  taxation  ?      Upon  a  little 
refleflion,  he  believed  it  would  occur,  that  the  power  of  limiting 
taxation  muA  be  produflive  of  very  beneficial  effcdts  2  it  put  out  of  the 
power  6f  the  Government  to  apply  the  money  drawn  from  the  people 
to  every  purpofe  they  chofe,  for  people  would  not  be  very  eager  in 
confuming  articles,  when  they  recollected  that  the  money  raifed 
upon  them  by  taxation  was  to  be  applied  to  purpofes  which  they  dif- 
approved.     The  mode  of  taxation  which  was  now  propofed  fore- 
goes that  principle,  and  is  founded   upon  another,  according   to 
which  the  Minifter  may  not  only  levy  one  tenth,  but  one  twentieth, 
and  fo  on,  from  every  man's  income,  until  there  (half  be  nothing 
left.     The  aflefled  taxes  had  no  refemblance  to  the  prefent  mea- 
fure.    Indeed,  during  the  firft  year,  no  abatement  could  be  pro- 
cured In  the  tax,  but  i%  the  next  it  could,  and  in  the  mean  time 
fervants,  carriages,   &c.    might   be   difmiifed.     He  did  not  faj 
that  this  means  of  avoiding  the  tax  would  be  reforted   to,  but 
if  people  thought   it   would  be   applied   to  a   bad   purpofe,  they 
certainly  would  withhold  as  much  of  it  as  poffible.     In  ihort, 
upon  every  view  of  the  fubjeA,  he  wi(hed  all  taxes  to  be  made  op- 
tional in  as  great  a  degree  as  poflible.     The  bill   now  under  the 
confideration  of  the  Houfe  had  undeigone  confiderable  alterations  in 
the  Committee.     It  was  ftill,  however,  lia1)le  to  very  great  objec- 
tions.    To  the  mode  of  chufing  the  Commiffioners,  he  objected 
that  the  Grand  Jury  had  not  a  free  choice,  but  that  they  were  chofen 
from  a  lift  formed  by  the  Commiffioners  of  Taxes.     To  the  pro- 
pofed  difclofure  of  income,   two  objeftioiis  arofe.     The  firft  he 
(hould  make,  was  on  the  part  of  men  whofe  affairs  were  not  fo 
well  as  they  could  wilh  ;  the  fecond  would^  perhaps,  be  thought  ex- 
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traordinsoy — it  was^  that  ifiudi  inconvenience  migtit  ar^fe  ftom 
men  being  proved  to  be  in  too  good  a  fituation.  Gentlemen  wooldy 
perhaps,  be  le&  furprifed  when  they  heard  what  he  had  to  fay  upon 
this  fubje<S.  Might  not  much  evil  arife  from  children  obtaining 
information  of  what  their  fathers  poiTefledy  and  learning  too  foon 
that  they  ^'ere  likely  to  inherit  a  laine  fortune  ?  It  would  alfi> 
doubtlefs  produce  very  bad  eiFeds  upon  the  econon^y  of  families^  by 
the  whole  of  their  wealth  being  expofed  to  the  knowledge  of  a  great 
number  of  perfons.  It,  perhaps,  would  be  faid,  that  this  bill  (hould 
be  fubmittted  to,  becaufe  no  other  efEcient  mode  of  raiflng  the  fup- 
plies  could  be  devifed«  It  was  fit,  however,  that  the  Houfe  (hould 
confidcr,  whether  fome  better  mode  might  not  be  adopted  ;  but  the 
power  given  by  this  bill  was  not  the  leaft  important  coniideration 
attending  it.  It  was  not  enough  to  fay  that  this  power  would  not 
'be  exercifed ;  it  was  fufficient  that  it  exifted.  Eveiy  one  knew  the 
efFe6^  that  the  exiftenee  of  fuch  power  had  upon  other  countries, 
where  it  produced  the  moft  flaviOi  habits,  and  a  total  depreflfion  of 
public  fpirit,  notwithftanding  that  it  was  exercifed  in  the  mildeft 
manner  poffible,  or,  perhaps,  not  encouraged  at  all.  There  was 
another  very  material  circumflance :  by  this  sl&  the  Government 
will  be  let  into  the  fecret  of  every  man's  income  and  property  in 
the  country.  This  was  a  fecret  it  would  be  very  improper  for  Go- 
vernment to  know,  for  it  would  create  a  great  temptation  to  take 
more  from  the  people,  and  he  did  not  know  that  that  temptation 
would  be  refided.  The  oath  taken  by  the  CommiflTtoners  was  not 
fufficient  for  fecuring  fecrecy. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fpoke  to  order.  He  obferved  that  thb 
was  not  the  ftage  of  the  bill  in  which  the  honourable  Baronet  ought 
to  enter  into  particular  details.  The  nature  of  the  C'Hnmiflioners' 
oath  had  no  connedtion  with  the  queilion  before  the  Houfe,  which 
was  that  '*  the  report  be  taken  into  farther  confidcration." 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  there  were  two  ftagcs  in  which  it  was  al- 
lowed to  comment  upon  the  details  of  a  bill :  thefe  were  when  it 
was  in  the  Committee,  and  upon  receiving  the  report.  He  had 
always  been  of  opinion,  that  when  the  report  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration,  both  the  principle  and  particular  claufes  might  be  debated. 

The  honourable  Baronet  was  not,  therefore,  out  of  order,  as  he 
might  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfc  to  parts  of  the  bill,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  recommitted  for  the  purpofe  of  having  thefe  partf 
refcinded  or  altered. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  continued;  he  faid,   though  the  Com- 

xniflioners  were  fworn  to  fecrecy,  yet  the  Minifters,  he  fuppofed, 

would  have  accefs  to  their  books,  becaufe  they  were  bound  to  prc- 

^       fervc  them.     He  therefore  confidercd.  this  as  a  dangerous  mcafurc, 
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inafmuch  as  it  rendered  the.  property  of  the  country  lefs  fecure. 
This  mode  of  niiiing  taxes  had  not  been  ufcd  iince  the  acceffion  of 
the  prefent  family  to  the  Throne ;  but  during  the  Protedorate 
chete  was  an  aifefiment  upon  every  man  from  one  end  of  the  king- 
dom to  the  other ;  this  had  the  efiedt  of  rendering  the  people  more 
flavifliy  and  ultimately  led  to  the  Reftoration.  After  that  period  it 
^as  intended  to  continue  that  aiTeiTment,  but  it  was  foimd  impoffi- 
ble  to  extend  it  to  perfonal  property  ;  but  the  land  tax  remained. 
The  tax  did  not  commence  to  operate  upon  incomes  of  lefs  than 
6ol.  per  annum  ;  and  after  200I.  all  were  equal.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  it  would  operate  feverely  upon  the  middle  daft  of  ibctety, 
and  not  fo  much  on  the  higher  claifes.  He  conceived  that  the 
liberty  of  the  people  depended  upon  the  middle  clafs,  and  not  either 
upon  the  higher  or  the  lower  clafTes.  If  the  middle  daft  was  de- 
firoyed,  then  there  would  remain  nothing  but  nobles  and  peafants. 
Country  gentlemen  approved  of  this  meafure,  becaufe  they  thought 
it  would  operate  upon  property  that  was  not  taxed  before  ;  in  th» 
he  believed  they  would  be  miftaken  ;  but  with '  rcfpeA  to  them- 
fdves,  they  would  certainly  be  obliged  to  pay.  The  lower  clafTes 
would  alfo  in  time  be  afieded  by  it,  becaufe  if  the  farmer  or  manu- 
fa£iurer  was  injured ^  he  could  not  employ  fo  many  perfons.  The 
bill  appeared  to  him,  on  the  whole,  to  go  againft  the  fpirtt  of  the 
Liberty  of  the  Country.  This  was  not  a  new  opinion  ;  he  had 
delivered  his  opinion  to  the  public  upon  a  quc(Hon  of  this  kind 
twenty-four  years  ago.  In  defence  of  this  meafure  it  was  faid, 
it  afiedted  placemen  and  penfioners,  and  that  they  would  not  for 
their  own  fakes  confent  to  a  tax  which  afFeded  themfelves,  if  it  was 
not  a  juft  tax.  This  was  a  mode  of  reafoning  upon  which  he  did 
not  lay  much  ftitfsy  becaufe  Government  had  it  always  in  their 
power  to  compenfate  thofe  gentlemen  for  what  they  might  pay.  He 
wilhed  to  know  why  the  commercial  part  of  the  community  were 
entitled  to  fiich  exclufive  privileges,  and  why  the  reft  of  fociety  were 
not  entitled  to  the  fame  advantages.  With  refped  to  the  duration 
of  the  bill,  he  wi(hed  to  obferve  that  it  muft  continue  three  years, 
and  if  the  war  lafted  another  year,  it' muft  continue  four  years. 
But  there  was  nothing  ftated  in  the  bill  which  would  prevent  its 
bdng  adopted  in  future.  It  was  not  ftated  that  it  was  merely  a  war 
tax,  nor  was  it  ftated  when  it  would  ceafe,  but  meitly  that  it  fliould 
not  ceafe  before  a  certain  period.  Upon  Ack  grounds  he  thought 
there  yrould  be  great  danger  in  pafling  the  bill,  and  therefore  (hould 
<^pofe  it. 

Right  Honourable  D.  RYDER  ftated,  that  he  ftiould  not  now 
mter  into  the  details  of  the  bill  i  and  he  fliould  feel,  he  iaid^  that 
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it  would  be  prefumption  in  htm  to  offer  an  anfwer  to  the  fiinda- 
mental  arguments,  if  he  had  not  great  authority  on  his  fide,  no  lefs 
an  authority  than  that  of  the  honourable  Baronet  himfelf.     As  far 
as  it  was  regular  to  advert  to  what  had  occurred  on  a  former  debate, 
he  conceived  that  the  oppofition  of  the  honourable  Member  was, 
that  the  meafure  tended  to  eftablifli  a  fpecies  of  tnquifition  in  the 
country.     That  certainly  was  totally  feparate  from  what  was  ad- 
vanced as  the  main  objedlion   now  to  the  bill.     Every  objedion 
againil  this  fiill,  as  to  its  not  being  optional,  was  applicable  to  the 
bill  pafled  laft  year.     The  only  point  upon  which  a  difference  was 
.  entertained  was,  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough  ;  that  it  only  tended 
toraife  feven  millions,  whereas  a  much  larger  fum  might  be'raifed. 
He  had  alfo  the  farther  authority  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  that  it 
-  might  be  expedient  to  raife  the  whole  fum  wanted  within  the  year. 
Whether  the  honourable  Member  had  dated  his  ide^s  then  clearly 
or  not,  he  knew  not ;  but  he  had  a  right  to  fay  that  it  was  the  ho- 
nourable Baronet's  opinion,  that  at  one  time  the  raifiog  of  the  whole 
fupply  within  the  year,  and  at  another  time  the  raifing  of  a  confi- 
derable  part  within  the  year,  was  effential  to  the  interefts  of  the 
country.     But  the  honourable  Member  had  now  found   an  objec- 
tion that  would  be  fatal  to  the  meafure  altogether.     The  objedion 
was,  that  the  fum  wanted  was  taken  by  a  tax  that  was  not  optional 
—that  it  was  not  impofed  upon  articles  that  were  optional— and 
that  the  meafure  was  unknown  in  the  financial  hiftorv  of  the  coun- 
try.     He  certainly  did  not  pretend  to  be  deeply  read  in  the  finan- 
cial hiftory  of  the  country  ;  but  it  muft  occur  to  gentlemen  that 
poll  taxes,  the  tenths,  fifteenths,  and  fubfidies,  were  levied  in  former 
times,  and  that  the  fame  objedlion  would  apply  to  all  thofe  taxes ; 
but   this  might  be  faid   to  refer   to  a  period  when  the  fcience  of 
finance  was  not  properly  underdood.     Look  at  the  tythes,  which 
produced  from  three  to   five   millions :    they  were  not  optional. 
Look  at  the  taxes  impofed  fince  the  prefent  cer\tury.     The  land 
tax  was  not  optional ;  it  made  no  difiin6lion  of  claffes ;  it  made 
no  difference  between  the  pooreft  and  the  richeft  landholders.     The 
.whole  fvdem  of  taxation  whfch  related  to  the  levies  for  the  main* 
tenance  of  the  poor  was  another  material  infiance  of  a  tax  not  being 
optional.     The  fame  ohfcrvation  would  apply  to  the  county  rates, 
and  the  bridge  rates.     When  he  was  dating  this  as  being  hiAori- 
cally  an  objcd^ion,  he  was  aware  that  he  was  not  %ting  it  fairly 
for  himfelf.      For  when,  in  a  country  acknowledged  to.  have  been 
the  bed  adminidcred  with  rcfpedt  to.  its  finances  of  any  nation  in 
tlie  world,  he  was  rcprefenting  what  had  been  done  in  former  times, 
he  wjs  dating  what  was  thq^  bed  defence  of  that  fydem.     There 
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were  mmf  other  taxes  which  were  alfo  not  optional.  A  tax  which 
had  been  adopted  after  the  example  of  Holland,  which,  next  to 
this  country,  had  been  the  beft  governed  in  its  finances  i  the  tax 
upon  collateral  fucceflions  was  not  optional.  The  whole  of  the 
Aflfefled-Tax  Bill  was  not  optional.  Many  perfons,  indeed,  might 
live  in^  houfes  of  lefs  rent  than  they  did,  but  it  was  impofllble  for 
them  to  live  in  houfes  that  paid  no  tax.  But  upon  the  whole  queC- 
tion,  would  the  Hoofe  be  doing  any  thii^  but  a  foolilh  mockery  by 
afferting,  that  in  taxes  upon  confumption  perfons  might  make  ufa 
of  the  particular  articles  or  not,  as  they  pieafed  ?  The  honourable 
Baronet,  therefore,  having  fiated  himfelf  to  be  a  friend  to  the  levy- 
ing a  confiderable  part  of  the  fupply  within  the  year,  and  not  having 
ftated  any  other  mode  of  railing  it,  he  was  bound  to  fuppofe,  that 
if  he  was  a  friend  to  the  raifing  at  one  time  ten,  or  at  another 
twenty  millions  in  the  year,  he  either  muft  fee  this  idea  of  a  com- 
pulfory  tax  in  a  different  light  from  what  ht  did,  or  muft  argue  diat 
it  ought  to  be  levied  upon  articles  of  confumption.  Upon  this 
point  he  would  afk,  could  the  Houfe  conceive  it  polfible  to  levy 
ten  millions  upon  what  were  confidered  as  luxuries  ?  Had  it  not 
been  found  that  when  they  had  been  taxed  beyond  a  certain  point, 
the  luxury  ihifted  and  the  tax  failed  ?  How  far  it  would  be  fa&  to 
levy  it  upon  fuch  taxes  as  the  powder  tax,  he  would  leave  for  the 
Houfe  to  judge.  If  then  it  was  admitted  that  to  raife  the  tax  upon 
the  luxuries  was  impoffible,  Jt  followed  of  courfe  that  it  could  only 
be  levied  upon  the  neceffaries  of  life.  V>/\%  that  the  mode  by  which 
the  honourable  Baronet  meant  to  provide  for  the  middle  or  the 
pooreft  clafTes  i  Was  that  the  mode  to  accumulate  the  load  upon 
the  higher  ranks?  A  tax  on  the  necefTarics  of  life  muft  raife  the 
wages  of  labour.  If  this  was  the  mode  which  the  honourable  Ba» 
ronet  meant  to  fuggeit,  it  was  perfedUy  evident  that  any  tax^  if 
levied  upon  articles  of  confumption,  mud  be  heavier  than  the  pre- 
fent  one.  Upon  the  whole,  the  confideration  of  this  qucftion  had 
imprsfTed  upon  his  mind  that  this  was  the  only  mode  that  could  be 
adopted  with  perfe£t  equity,  and  with  a  probable  hope  of  reaching 
that  great  end  which  all  had  in  view.  And  he  was  the  more 
flrongly  impreffed  with  this,  becaufe  thofe  perfons  who  had  no  ap- 
parent difpofition  to  avoid  finding  all  the  faults  they  could,  had  yet 
not  been  able  to  Rate  any  thing  which  could  aflFord  a  hope  of  attain- 
ing the  fame  obje£k.  It  was  on  thefe  grounds  that  he  fupported  the 
prefent  bill. 

Mr.  JONES  faid,  we  wtre  placed  between  two  evils :  we  had 
to  dread,  on  the  one  hand,  the  horrible  evils  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion i  and,  on  die  other,  the  evils  that  muft  necefTarily  ariie  from 
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tnj  neafure  entrenchhjg  on  the  Confiitution.  When  he  voted  for 
the  triple^affeflcnent  biU  of  laft  fcffion,  he  expreffed  his  anxie^ 
about  its  nature,  and  declared  it  to  be  a  ftrong  meafure  ;  but  the 
fituation  of  the  country  at  that  period  and  now  was  very  difibreot. 
We  were  then  threatened  with  invafion ;  that  ftortn  was  blown 
over.  The  French  navy,  inftead  of  being  in  a  fiate  capable  of  car- 
vying  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  into  eSc&f  was  defiroyed,  and  we 
were  glutted  with  our  victories.  The  cafes  were,  therefiDre,  dif- 
ferent, and  confequently  the  grounds  of  opinion  materially  changed. 
For  his  part,  he  was  willing  to  fupport  the  mode  propofed  of  raiGng 
the  fuppUes  within  the  year^  but  he  was  alfo  determined  to  defend 
the  hlcffiogs  of  the  Conftkotion,  which  the  prefent  bill,  be  really 
conceived,  would  tend  to  move  from  its  centre*  For  this  reaibn, 
therefore^  he  mud  oppofe  its  farther  progrefs ;  for  it  would  ered 
an  tnquifitorial  power  in  the  country,  not  only  unknown  to  the 
fpirit  of  oor  Ccnftitution^  but  totally  fubver&ve  of  ^t. 

Mr.  DENT  iupported  the  bill,  and  obierved,  he  wilhed  the  re- 
port (hould  be  followed  up  on  the  very  ground  on  which  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  objcded  to  its  farther  progrefe, 
being  convinced  that,  inftead  of  injuring-  the  Conftitution,  it  would, 
on  the  contrary,  have  the  effedl  of  preferving  it. 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  rofe  to  exprcfs  his  approbation  of  the 
meafure.  There  were  two  obfervations  that  had  fallen  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  but  one  which  he  would  take 
the  liberty  to  notice :  firft,  an  abhorrence  of  French  principles, 
wbofe  fatal  influence  had  done  fo  much  mifchief  in  the  world; 
and,  fecondly,  the  danger  of  an  abufe  of  liberty  ;  and  that  we 
Ihould  not  be  led  to  extend  the  privileges  beyond  the  bounds  which 
abfuluie  neceflity  prefcribed.  To  both  thefe  he  heartily  acquiefced, 
but  he  did  not  fee  any  danger  to  the  conftitutk>n  from  the  adoptkm 
of  the  prefent  meafure.  He  did  not  conlider  it  as  an  invafion  of 
property,  in  which  light  it  was  by  fome  reprefented.  Nobody 
could  ftate  it  more  clearly  than  the  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  William 
Pultenev),  both  with  regard  to  its  principles  and  cBk&s  ;  yet  nothing 
in  his  ftatcment  juftified  him  in  confidering  the  meafure  an  invafion 
of  property ;  that  a  difclofure  of  property  might  fellow,  notwith- 
ftanding  every  pc^ible  care  to  guard  againft  that  inconvenience,  was 
no  reafon  for  confidering  it  in  that  point  of  view,  and  yet  it  was  the 
principal  one  offered.  Such  a  circumftance,  no  doubt,  was  an  ob- 
jedtion,  but  we  were  not  in  a  fltuation  now  to  yield  to  trivial  incon* 
vcnicnccs  ;  when  a  great  and  alarming  evil  threatened,  we  were  not 
to  confider  every  poffible  and  remote  particular  inftance  of  hirdibip 
that  may  ultimately  arifc  from  the  means  necefTary  to  infure  oui 
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lafety;  Th^  meant,  it  wai  agreed,  confiifted  In  raliir^  the  fup- 
plies  within  the  year.  This  mode  was  pradifed  before  the  Revo-- 
lution.  If  then  we  wisfre  to  recur  to  it,  wd  muft  have  recourfe  to 
the  me^ns  ufed  beibre  that  period;  means  excrcifed  in  the  reigns- 
of  the  Plancagenen,  and  (Xher  anttcnt  timety  without  ever  being 
charged  as^new  or  dangerous  to  the  Conftitution.  He  therefore 
thought  it  qw  duty  to  adopt  the  fame  fyftem  now,  when  fo  much 
benefit  muft  be  derived  fromit^  and  when,  by  the  ftrength  pf  our 
navy,  we  had  the  m'eans  not  only  of  providing  for  our  own  (afcry, 
but  alfo  of  eflS^ih^  the  deliverance  of  Europe.  Mr.  Browne  con* 
doded  with  apologizing  for  troubling  the  Hoofe  fo  long  on  a  quef* 
tion  fo  obvious,  and  which  had  been  already  fo  fully  difcuifedp 

Mr.  Wb.  SMITH  faid,  that  though  he  rofe  again  to  oflfer  fome 
objedions  tb  the  bill,  jtt  he  was  very  ready  to  confefs,  that  it  now 
appeared  to  him  in  a  much  more  improve  light,  and  very  different 
Indeed  ftom  the  crude,  imperfe£l  ftate  in  which  it  was  firft  uihered 
into  the  Hoofe ;  he  was  happy  in  particular  to  fee  that  much  of  its 
oppreflive  and  inquifitorlal  tendency  had  .been  obviated  and  removed* 
.He  was  ftill,  however,  juftified  in  aflerting,  that  the  objedions 
urged  againft  it  by  himfelf  and  by  many  of  his  honourable  friends, 
had  been  either  mifunderftood  or  mifreprefenVed  ;  at  leaft,  they  had> 
never  been  fairly  met  or  fatisfadorily  anfwtred^  There  was  one 
great  error  into  which  the  fupporters  of  the  bill  had  fallen.  Thcf 
charge  the  oppofers  of  it  with  inconfiftency^  becaufe  they  have  ac- 
knowledged the  propriety  and  neceffity  of  ratfing  a  great  portion  of 
the  fuppUcs  within  the  year.  -  But  on  what  principle  do  they  reft 
this  neceflity,  or  of  what  nature  do  they  fuppofe  it  to  be  ?  He  was 
but  little  inclined  to  indulge  In  minute  metaphyiical  diftindions  ; 
but  fome  diftindion  was  neceffary  on  the  prefent  occafion.  The 
'neceflity  fo  much  infifted  on  muft  be  either  a  phylicisil  or  political 
neceflity  ;  if  it  were  a  phyfical  neceflity,  or  if  no  other  poflible 
mode  could  be  devifed  of  accomplifliinjg  the  fame  end,  then  he 
would  unrelu6bntly  yield  to  that  neceflity,  and  no  longer  make  any 
oppolition  to  the  adoption  of  it.  But  if  upon  due  examination  of  the 
nature  of  the  n^cafure,  it  did  not  appear  to  involve  any  thing  of  a 
phyfical  neceflity,  but  only  proceeded  on  the  ground  of  a  political 
neceflity,  then  the  nature  of  that  political  neceflity  Ihould  be  duly 
inquired  into — in  his  opinion  political  neceflity  fliould  be  guided  by 
a  n^:e  balance  of  the  conveniencies  and  inconveniencies  to  which 
the  meafure  might  give  rife.  If  the  conveniecKies  were  proved  to 
preponderate  over  the  inconveniencies,  then,  he  would  confefs,  the 
neceflity  might  be  fairly  pleaded.  '  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  however 
it  might  be  auended  with  many  inconveniencies,  yet  it  plainly  ap- 
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peafed  that  in  its  priiici^  ic  wa»  unjafty  tfiat  in  its  eztaifbn  it  nM 
opprd&ve,  and  that  in  its  operation  it  jfiift  prove  httrtfiil  both  to 
the  feeling<»  and  the  fortunes  of  individuals^  be  was  at  a  loTs  to  fee 
bow  he  fliould  be  juQified  in  admitting  the  plea  of  fiich  a  polidol 
neceflicy*  To  thde,  bis  objedliqnSk  be  was  well  aware  that  the  a^ 
provers  of  the  bill  Would  oppofe  a  dire^y  contrary  aflertion.  Th^» 
be  knew,  afferted,  and.  wotdd  aflert^  that  the  prindpk  add  piovi- 
fions  of  the  bill  were  equitable  and  juft*  He,  howevery  muft  per* 
lift  in  ftyling  them  unjuft  and  unequttalste^  and  in  tbid  affertton  he 
perliftedy  not  from  the  fuggeftion  of  any  private  int^ieft»  bnt  iHeitly 
from  public  motives  and  upon  public  grourtds ;  for  be  waa  ready  to 
confefs  that  the  tax,  as  hr  as  it  regaiddd  himfelf  individually,  hi: 
Ihould  feel  to  be  a  very  beneficial  one.  But  he  had  hc^  if  aflbted 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  citraens  of  London  hi(d  declared  in  fr- 
vour  of  the  tat,  and  were  he  permitted  to  be  fo  for  IrreguhHr  as  ft> 
slllude  to  what  had  dropped  In  a  former  debate,  be  would  be  ^bd  Hf 
oStr  a  few  obfervations  on  the  arguments  that  were  then  .dnptoyed* 
It  was  faid  that  the  body  of  merchants  wti^  both  able  uid  WiUiqg 
to  pay  tlic  tax,  though  they  contend  at  the  fame  time  ttat  tbia  vctf 
tax  muft  fall  with  double  weight  on  pcrfons  embarked  in  commer- 
dal  purfuits.  They  were  ftill,  however,  well  prepared  and  well 
difpofed  to  pay  it.  That  mefchants  of  the  firft  order  and  under 
particular  circumftances  might  be  able  and  willing  to  pay  the  tax  he 
was  not  inclined  to  deny,  without  Attempting  to  dive  into  the  mo- 
tives or  the  means  from  which  this  will  and  alnltty  ifiig^t  be  fup- 
pofed  to  flow.  There  was,  however,  anodier  clafs  of  commercials 
men,  of  whom  the  fame  could  not  be  faid  with  equal  truth  ;  the 
clafs  he  alluded  to  was  of  a  much  lower  order,  and  poffeflfed  of  far 
inferior  refotirces.  On  them,  he  contended,  the  propofed  tax  mud 
bear  with  very  c^preffive  weight  indeed.  But  this,  perhaps, 
"Would  be  denied*  And  why  ?  Becaufe  it  is  aflerted  that  the  ob- 
je^  of  the  mcafure  is  to  lay  ciqual  burdens  on  all  fpecifcs^  of  income, 
though  the  income  may  be  of  an  unequal  natute,  and  to  nfleA  every 
fituation  in  life  in  wMch  property  ^as  to  be  -found.  He  would 
grant  that  the  operation  of  the  tax  bcg^n,  as  in  the  AflefTed-tax 
Bill  of  laft  year,  with  a  property  of  6ol.  but  two  perfons  pofleffing 
that  amount  of  income  were  no  longer  in  the  fame  relative  fitua« 
tion  ;  one  part  of  that  income  may,  for  example,  be  laid  out  in  an 
infurance  for  life  ;  that  part  employed  in  infurance  on  life  is  now 
fuppofed  to  be  exempted.  He  could  not  fee  in  what  that  exemption 
condfted  ;  for  if  a  man  poffefTes  an  income  of  5oq1*  he  may  em* 
ploy  one  half  of  it  in  infurance  for  life,  and  the  other  in  pitwiding 
for  his  family ;  but  that  income  moft  be  doubly  aflcifod,  for  the 
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tiK  is  Id  iBke  twaj  one  pordoD)  and  infure  anether  of  ir«  SuppoTe 
in  niaking>  provifion  for  bis  family,  he  lays  up  one  part,  and  that 
lie  pays  50!.  per  annam  for  infttrance,  in  what  (ituation  (hall  fuch 
a  man  be  if  any  accident,  even  the  payment  of  the  now  propofed 
Cax»  ihould  difable  him  from  infuring  ;  where  then  would  be  the 
benefit  which  you  fuppofe  him  to  derive  from  the  exemption  ?  He 
could  derive  none*  For  you  now  take  50I.  per  annum  from  him, 
and  thus  prevent  him  from  benefit  of  infurance,  while  infurance 
would  be  more  valuable  to  him. 

In  the  next  place  he  mig^t  contend,  that  the  meafure  in  queftion 
would  draw  down  other  hardfliips  on  commercral  men ;  for  the 
propofed  mode  of  taxation  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  pofitive  tax 
upon  capital.     The  capital  may  be  fuppofed  to  grow  and  become 
Income ;  bu|t  the  profits  of  trade  do  not  conftitutc  a  difpofable  fur- 
plus ;  out  of  them  the  merchant  muft  provide  for  his  fimtly  \  to 
tax  tfaofe  profits,  would  not  therefore  be  taxing  income,  but  taxing 
capital.     The  meafure  went  alfo  to  confound  an  income  ariling 
frbm  laborious^  induftry,  an  income  purely  contingent,  and  which. 
before  the  next  year  may  (ink  into  nothing,  with  one  of  a  permanent 
nature  and  expofed  to  no  vici0itudes ;  but  to  tax  in  equal  rate  two 
inoomes  of  fuch  very  0|^)ofite  conditions,  *would  furely  be  commit- 
ting a  great,  a  crying  injuftice.     Nor  did  he  think,  that  to  him  or 
to  thofe  who  held  the  fame  opinions  with  him  on  a  former  occafion 
lefpeAing  the  propriety  of  taxing  falaries  arifing  from  places  and 
^blic  offices,  there  oould  now  be  imputed  any  degree  of  incon* 
fiilmicy  ;  thofe  ikiaries  were  not  folely  the  reward  of  laborious  in* 
duffay,  they  were  the  fource  alfo  of  enjoyment,  as  well  as  of  emolu* 
ment.     Yet  it  would  be  faid  that  they  formed  part  of  the  income  of 
fuch  perfons,  and  therefore  would  be  taxed.     But  other  confidera- 
tions  (hould  be  here  attended  to,  and  on  this  point  he  would  again 
avail  htmfidf  of 'die  opinion  and  authority  of  an  able  writer,  whom 
he  had  already  quoted  pretty  frequently  on  the  prefent  fubjeA,  and 
according  to  that  celebrated  author,  thofe  who  were  in  the  (ituation 
of  holding  public  offices,  have  general  means  of  rewarding  their 
labours,  and  the  remumeration  feldom  falls  (hort  of  the  fervices 
they  perform  ;  and  therefore  fuch  emoluments  were  not  ^n  improper 
otged  to  be  taxed  as  income.     Thefe  falaries  were  often,  befidcs, 
but  a  fmall  part  of  fuch  income.     The  power,  the  patronage,  the 
credit  and  the  confideration  that  attended  them,  were  valued  much 
higher  than  the  mere  falary  annexed  to  them,  and  they  were  confc- 
quently  fought  after  with  more  eager  avidity  than  fituations  of  a 
different  dcfcripdoathatoftenfiMy  were  eflimated  a^  comparatively 
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a  mtieh  h^her  fiim.     They  war<#  therefoie,  by  no  means  oaa 
level  with  ocher  forts  of  income. 

lie  muft  alfo  obje£t  to.  the  meafure  on  .account  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  muA  aflfe^  various  claflfesof  tt)e  community.'    Notwith* 
ftanding  all  that  had  been  faid  of  public  affairs,  and  refpe£ling  the 
(ituation  of  other  countries,  the  operation  of  this  bill  might  induce 
many  f  emigrate,  though  it  was  firpngly  affcrted  that  no  one  would 
change  this  country  for  another  merely  to  avoid  paying  ten  {ler  cent. 
upon  his  income-— for,  though  the  mode  of  inquiry  and  of  the  dif- 
clofure  of  private  circumlhnces  might  be  fomewhat  changed,  yet 
even  in  the  altered  bill  there  flill  remained  many  circumftanccs 
which  muft  throw  many  difficulties  on  particular  branches  of  trade. 
The  advantages  were  Aill  counterbalanced  by  the  .difadvantag^. 
Indeed  where  a  great  revenue  was  to  be  colleSed,  there  muft  arife 
many  inconveniences ;  and  they  marked  but  too  ftrongly  our  general 
fyO'em  of  taxation.     The  excife,  laws,  for  example— the  ftamp  du- 
ties, &c.  &c.  involved  in  their  execution  a  variety  of  difficulties  and 
inconveniences.       In  lawfuits  the  particular  circumdances  refped- 
ing  ftamps  often  gave  rife  to  very  unpleafant  occurrences ;  for  in- 
Aancc,  in  a  late  cafe,  where  the  decifion,  he  would  not  fay  was  con- 
trary to  law,  but  where  aflurediy  it  was  contrary  to  equity ;  he 
alluded  ^o  the  cafe  where  a  (lamp  of  as.  6d.  was  made  ufe  of,  tiv- 
llcad  of  a  (lamp  of  2$.  which  the  law  impofed  for  a  particular  fum. 
In  that  cafe  nothing  could  be  recovered,  though  no  intention  of 
eluding  the  tax  could  be  allcdged,  as  a  damp  of  fuperior  value  was 
made  ufe  of.     But  it  was  not  only  from  the  taxes  tliemfelves,  but 
from  the  caprices  of  the  tax  gatherers,  that  the  community  had  to 
fuffer  thefo  inconveniences ;  nor  were  they  only  inconveniences, 
but  frequently  vexations. 

But  the  operation  of  the  prefent  bill  muft  prove  far  more  unjuft, 
far  more  vexatious,  than  that  of  any  of  the  taxes  he  had  juft  alluded 
to ;  and  on  this  account,  and  no  other,  did  he  continue  to  oppofc  it. 
The  tax  has,  mdecd,  been  juftified  by  an  hiftorical  companion  with 
other  taxes-^it  had  been  compared  with  the  poll  tax— this  compa- 
rifon  was  furcly  not  very  liappy  ;  for  if  it  bbre  any  relation  to  that 
tax,  it  ought  moft  certainly  to  convince  us,  that  the  idea  of  it  (houid 
never  be  entertained*  For  has  not  that  tax  been  reprobated  and 
placed  in  the  mod  odious  light  by  our  bed  and  mod  approved 
writers  ?  It  has  alfo  been  compared  with  the  poor's  rate ;  but 
this  alfo  was  far  from  being  a  popular  tax:  and  befides,  they  dif- 
fered fo  widely  from  one  another,  that  no  parity  of  argun^nt  fliould 
be  drawn  from  them.     It  is  true,  the  poor's  rate  muft  be  paid 
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individaally  or  farochially  ;  but  it  differs  from  the  prcfent 
tax  in  many  iitf^ees,  but  particularly  in  this,  that  it  is  diijpenfed 
by  the  fame  hands  that  colled  it,  and  the  diftributton  of  it  ift 
watched  over  by  thofe  out  of  whofe  pocket*  it  comes.  This  con- 
tributes to  make  it  be  paid  cheerfully.  By  others  the  prefect  tax  is 
bompared  to  tithes;  but  there  there  is  often  room  for  commutation, 
and  therefore  the  comparifon  fays  nothing  in  iavour  of  the  meafure 
before  the  Houfe.  .Moreover,  when  a  perfon  buys  a.  farm,  he  knows 
the  amount  both,  of  the  poor's  rates,  aid  of  the  tithes,  which  he  (hall 
have  to  pay ;  and  therefore  his  cafe  d%(f€x%  from  the  prefent,  wheije 
there  is  no  option.  But  it  is  faid  the  principle  of  the  Aflefled-tax 
Bill  left  no  option  neither^— Granted :  it  did  fo  in  fome  meafure, 
and  fo  far  he  had  objeded  to  it.  But  his  objedions  lofe  here  from 
a  number  of  grounds«-*tt  was  granted  that  it  would  operate  xmi  in- 
equalities of  income.  But  was  it  not  the  object  of  a  good  Govern- 
ment to  corred  thofe  inequalities  ?  Surely  it  was  as  much  the 
duty  of 'Government  to  corredl  them,  as  to  make  laws  to  prote^l  the 
weak  againft  the  ftrong.  He  faw  another  objedion  to  it  in  the  dif- 
cretbn  which  die  prefent  meafure  gave  to  Government.  Minifterf 
-  were  left  to  fix  the  fiandard,  and  he  faw  no  reafon  for  their  fixing  on 
the  ftandard  which  tkey  had  adopted.  But  he  was  told  he  bad  no 
right  toobje£t  to  the  plan  now  propofed,  unlefs  he  could  offer  oi)e 
lefs  objedionable.  Undoubtedly  the  approvers  of  the  bill  might 
Cee  it  in  a  different  light  from  him  ;  but  though  his  judgement  .wai 
not  able  to  correal  what  was  wrong  in  the  meafbre,  yet  he  was  not 
inconfiilent  ia  oppofing  it ;  and  as  long  as  he  felt  the  full  force  of 
his  objedlioR  to  it,  fo  long  muft  he  continue  that  oppofition. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  thought  if  more  def>rable  to  make  any 
remarks  gentlemen  had  to  offer  on  the  ddtail  of  the  bill,  as  con- 
nected with  its  principle,  after  receiving  the  report,  than  upon  the 
queftion  •  then  before  the  Houfe.  The  queftion  was  not  fo  much 
whether  the  tax  was  an  equal  on6>  as  whether  it  Was  as  equal  as  pof- 
£ble,  whether  more  fothan  any  other  that  could  be  devifed  either  bjr 
htm,  or  any  other  Member  who  might  approve  of  or  oppofe  it.  He 
snuii  think  the  tax  was  the'moft  equal,  and  the  faireft  in  its  prin- 
ciple, that  could  be  adopted,  under  all  circumflances,  fully  to  an- 
fwer  the  end  for  which  it  was  propofed.  What  had  been  faid  by 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  fpoke  laft,  that  it  was  no  argument 
to  prove  the  inconfiftency  of  any  gentleman,  that  while  he  difap- 
proved  of  any  meafure  he  yet  had  not  a  better  to  propofe,  he  could 
perfeAly  agree  in  ;  but  if  it  was  not  an  argument  of  this  fort,  it 
certainly  afforded' an  argument  for  the  meafure.  Nothing  could 
more  tend  to  (hew  how  neceifary  it  was  to  adopt  the  prefent  tax« 
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than  thai  afier  the  exetticii  of  mpdi  tjilfnif  in  As  iiuwf^gatioo  tf 
itft  principle  and  detail,  ^thing  fo  eftcierit,  in  faBt  nothing  at  adi, 
had  been  offered  in  the  way  of  fubftitule.  This  muft  he  fo  much 
felt  by  the  Houfe,  that  he  (hould  ferhear.uijpiig  Ihe  aigacnent  £w* 
ther.  If,  indeed,  the  arguments  of  the  homui^bk  frnriwnan 
anoounted  to  any  thing,  the  objofiion  oomprife^  im  than  vas  in  its 
nature  to  all  taxation.  Would  the  honoitfable  gntleaoan  fiqr  tbtt 
taxation  was  a  grievance  ?  He  could  alio  (ay  it  mM  a  gnevaaae, 
and  wiOied  as  .cordially  as  any  man  that  no  necei&tjtcsiAed  for  oMi- 
tinutng  to  tax  any  defcription  of  people.  But  in  Che  prefenc  flale 
of  the  wof Id  and  of  foctety,  thefe  wcic  vain  wifhes ;  and  as  taxes 
iftuft  bf  levied  and  impofed,  his  follcitude  muft  be  rather  tofcgulaie 
Jufily  all  plans  of  taxation,  than  feek  in  the  abftrafitoiis  of  men  of 
icienoe  for  arguments  agaihfi  taxes  in  general.  He  tras  eenaia 
ih(sre  was  not  a  Member  of  that  Houfe  pr  the  eommunity,  wha 
moirt  than  himfelf  fclc  for  the  claffes  moft  likely  to  be  affi^ded  by 
any  tax;  and  oo gentleman  cpuld  think  there  was  any  thit^  b 
amiable^  pretty,  or  gentle  in  taxation,  that  it  was  a  delightful  duty 
10  attend  to  its  prpgrefs  and  detail.  But  while  the  people  wooU 
not  expc<d  tl^t  taxation  w^s  to  ceafe,  while  Government  could  only 
be  fupported  by  means  of  taxation,  they  had  a  rig^t  to  exped  that 
the  law  (hould  lay  taxes  equally  and  impartially,  and  nxire  than 
this  no  community  could  expe<El.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
nof  contented  himfelf  to  dbjed  to  the  prefent  tax  in  particular,  but 
fbought  proper  to  go  inta  a  laborious  inquiry  concerning  the  origpn 
and  tfftA  of  every  kind  of  tax,  beginning  with  the  excife,  poll  tax, 
&c.  He  bad  thought  it  his  duty  alfo  to  confider  the  nature  of  taxes 
ki  general,  and  had  no  hefitation  to  fay,  that  there  was  no  tax  with- 
iQiiit  gieat  objedlions  on  all  (ides.  This  could  not,  however,  afibrd 
any  argument  againft  taxation  ;  it  merely  fliewed,  that  it  ssasin  the 
nature  of  all  human  inilitutions,  of  human  laws,  and  haman  adions, 
Co  be  every  where  imperfed,  and  that  the  Lcgillature  and  Govonmcnc 
would  fufEciently  difcharge  their  united  duties,  if  in  framing  laws, 
the  one  calmly  and  difpaflionately  confidered  the  nature  of  mao-aad 
his  habits,  making  laws  that  .embraced  their  neceflitics,  and  did  noc 
overlook  their  wants*«i-while  the  other,  in  enforcing  thofehnrs,  pro* 
cecdcd  with  tempered  firmoefsr  with  benevolent  and  ardent  dtfin- 
tereftednefs.  Tlie  bill  then  under  coniideration  was  noc  oppreffive 
in  any  degree  that  could  poffibly  be  avoided,  and  the  tax  it  fought  to 
innpofe  had  for  its  obje£l  what  was  a  favourite  meafure  with  die 
Houfe* — to  raife  a  great  part  of  the  fupplies  within. the  year.  It  wa^ 
clear  that  the  prefent  was  the  only  tax  adequate  to  this  great  pur« 
pofc :  it  was  the  bed  that  he  evor  heard  of,  and  in  the  prefent  feU 
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•f  the  ooimtr^  Ml  the'fkte  of  our  finmeei  «id  piddtc  'dcht,  much 
becttr than  myopMiA  U%,  teeaufe  no  oix  of  this  fort  could  go  fo 
fiur  or  fe  €St6t\ul\j  to  gflbnf  that  geteni  (bbilitj  to  our  credit,  and 
iflfiife  that  vigour  iaio  our  Dperadons^  iVbrch  the  crifis  eminently 
required.  Tbe  honourable  Baronet  talked  of  an  optional  tax  beii^ 
&iitr  in  i(a  principle  than  one  dirpft  in  its  chara Aer.^  Now  what 
irat  thia  doftrine  of  optional  taxes }  Whal  the  advantages  to  the 
paUk  from,  the  lawb  bf  which  they  are  Trnpofed  i  Why,  truly, 
that  on  one  fide  thiap^  is  feanae  any  opdon  at  all.  The  articles  of 
tenfttoipdonL  are  Ibr  tl^  moil  part  of  the  lirft  neceflSty,  or  luxuries 
which  men  oamol  dlfiift ;  and  thus  ik>  alternative  is,  in  moft  cafes, 
left.  No  tax  could  be  itictitiondd  to  ^hicb  this  remafk  could  not 
more  or  te6  apply.  It  was  true  of  wine,  and  .true  of  almoft  every 
olber  taxable  attielt  mentioned  by  the  honMrable  Baronet.  So  that 
if  from  opdonal  taxes  men  might  fometimes  derive  fome  eonveni* 
cnce,  it  alfo  fubjeSod  individuals  to  feverities.  The  trader  would 
have  his  tax  paid  him  in  piofit,  and  the  oonfumer  wotild  pay  the 
tax,  indeed  he  could  not  help  it,  by  paying  the  infurancc  or  profit 
of  the  dealer.  He  thought  it  icarce  neceffary  here  to  take  notice  of 
the  a^ment  which  had  been  founded  on  a  comparilbn  of  contin* 
gent  with  certain  income.  This  was  a  fobjed  which  he  had  con- 
fidered  long  before  the  prefent  bill  was  ever  heard  of.  The  ho* 
noutable  Baronet  and  the  honoutable  gentleman  oh  ihe  fame  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  compllined  of  what  they  oonfi4;red  tbe  .partiality  and 
injuftice  of  the  tax  in  this  refped.  Now  he  thought  it  would  be 
fixind,  that  the  advantage  is,  under  all  pofliblc  changes  of  fortune 
10  a  country,  inlaviDiir  of  the  man  of  incrcafing  income.  Such  were 
the  trader  and  thd  prafeflional  man  for  inihince;  fuch,  in  (hort, 
eveiy  dafs  of  tbe  oomrtiuoity  almoft,  except  the  landed  men,  or 
the  perfoq  whoTe  income  is  permanently  fixed.  ^  The  man  of  the 
latter  defcription-,  who  muft  always  wiih  to  make  an  appearance 
futted  to  his  rank  and  chandler,  will  be  obliged  to  retrench,  while 
yet  his  ineome  is  not  at  all  fubjcd  to  progreflive  increafe  ;  whilft 
the  man  of  pmfeffional  refoorces  may  be  daily  incrcafinghis  income, 
and  can  therefore  aflPord  always  to  keep  his  ufual  eftabli(hment.  It 
might  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  here  the  argument  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  changed  a  little ;  for  on  a  former  even* 
ing  one  argument  was  the  hardlhip  to  perfons  having  certain  in- 
conrcs ;  thst  evening  it  was  that  perfons  not  having  permanent  in- 
comes win  fuflTer  moft  by  the  tax.  An  honourable  gentleman  had 
dn  that  evening,  and  once  before,  quoted  Mr.  Adam.  Smith  in  fe- 
deral inftances  to  illuftrate  his  argument,  that  property  (hould  not 
be  ^pofed  by  ai^  tax.     But  what  was  property  i  and  who  were 
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the  rich  i  Property  was  the  command  of  the  losniriei  and  neceflaries 
of  life;  and  diertch  werefthe  dilhibutors«  >Ftom  this  it  followed, 
that  whatever  tax  it  might  be  that  aflfeded  the  poor,  muft  necefla- 
rilj  aSk&  the  rich.     Hence  would  he  reeikr  to  what  he  fbmnerlf 
£iid,  but  what  cou^d  not  be  too  frequehtlf  repeated,  diat  the  dcitf 
of  that  Houfe  was  not  to  rejed  all  mcafures  of  taxation,  but  so  ten- 
der them  as  little  capridoui  and  onequal  as  poffible.     What  woidd 
be  the  cffed  of  the  prefent  bill  i     It  would  lay  a  tax  general^^  on 
all  with  le(s  convulfion  in  all  the  claffes  of  Ibciecy  than  would  be 
occaGoned  by  any  other  pradicable  tax.     He  had  heard  mneh  of 
Jacobins  and  their  fyftem  of  levelling  all  clafles'  to  one  volgar 
ihndard.     The  prefent  tax  had,  indeed,  been  objeded  to  on  the  - 
pftfumed  ground  that  its  tSkSi  would  be  to  level  diftinAions,  bot 
he  was  far  from  entertaining  this  opinion  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  be- 
lieved the  tax  would  cxtenfively  afford  the  means  of  preferving  that 
order  and  juft  dtftindton  of  clafles  which  God  and  Nature  every 
where  wifely  eftabliflied  and  maintained.     An  honourable  gentle- 
man had  fiiid,  that  to  aflfbrd  any  relief  to  p^rfons  Kkdy  to  be  nu^e 
aflfedcd  by  the  tax  than  others,  was  to  forget  the  principle  of  the 
bin.     In  his  opinion  this  remark  was  both  weak  and  futile.   It  was 
the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  confider  the  fituation  of  every  c]a&  of 
people,  and  to  endeavour  to  make  every  nf  w  tax  bear  upon  them 
with  as  little  weight  as  poflible.     It  was  his  with  and  that  of  thofe 
whom  he  had  the  honour  of  fup{X)rting,  that  the  tax  might  fall 
equally,  and,  as  was  faid  on  a  former  evening,  not  cruelly  nor  un- 
juftly  on  one  clafs,  vhilft  others  enjoyed  undUhirbed  the  poiTeflion 
of  their  ample  fortunes.     Once  for  all,  he  would  imprefs  it  on  the 
Houfe,  that  the  wifh  nearcft  his  heart  was  to  prcferve  the  orders  of 
ibciety ,  adminiftcring  to  each  aa  equal  meafure  of  juflice,  watching 
over  the  character,  the  lives,  and  the  liberties  of  all,  and  by  makiif 
a  general  allowance  to  poor  and  rich,  freeing  the  prefent  meafure 
from  every  feverity  of  charadcr,  and  giving  it  as  a  precedent  to  all 
future  time,  that  it  is  eminently  the  defire  of  the  Members  of  the 
Britiih  Senate  to  give  to  every  fcheme  of  finance  the  emphatical  cha- 
radJer  of  a  fair,  an  impartial,  and  equal  meafure ;  that  it  feeks  to 
impofe  a  fair,  an  impartial,  and  equal  tax.     Upon  thofe  general 
grounds  the  motion  would  receive  his  hearty  fiipport. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  had  no  objefiion  to  pay  one  tenth 
of  his  income,  and  every  mercantile  man  with  whom  he  had  con- 
verfed  appeared  equally  willing  to  pay  in  a  fimilar  proportion  to- 
wards the  exigencies  of  the  State,  and  to  enable  the  Government  of 
Ae  Country  to  maintain  themfclves  with  firmnefs  and  dignity  in  the 
prefent  conieft.     But  while,  in  common  with  others,  he  was  thus 
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pcrft-rtly  free  to  contribute  his  (hare,  what  he  objc<£Jcd  to  was,  and 
ttiU  was  rhc  ohjedic^n  of  commercial  men  in  general,  that  the  prc- 
•fenr  rax  would  fubje^  men  to  a  difclofure  of  rheir  property.  The 
wealthy  and  the  p<x)r  had  equally  to  dread  the  efFed  of  fuch  a  tax 
in  ks  operations ;  and  as  far  as  this  objection  went,  no  man  ar  all 
converfant  with  mercantile  affairs  could  hcfitate  to  oppofe  it.  He 
could  f)or  help  regretting,  that  the  meafure  was  introduced  in  fuch 
haf^e,  without  going  farther  in  the  experience  of  the  affeflcd  taxes. 
If  thcfe  were  evaded,  why  did  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
take  then)  as  far  as  they  would  go,  and  propofe  fome  tax  lefs  9bjec- 
tionablc  than  the  prefent,  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  However,  he 
would  not  oppofe  the  report  being  received  and  fent  to  a  Com- 
mittee, if  he  could  but  aflfure  himfelf  that  better  means  would  be 
found  to  prevent  the  difclofure  of  property,  and  of  the  moft  facred 
affairs  of  men. 

Sir  JAMES  PULTENEY  wifhed  that  the  fame  precaution  to 
prevent  the  difclofure  of  property  had  been  adopted  with  refpedt  to- 
the  man  of  landed  property,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  commercial  man. 
The  latter  was  naturally  jealous  of  any  meafure  that  tended  to  lay 
his  concerns  open  to  the  infpe6tion  of  perfons  unconnected  with  his 
tradcy  and,  perhaps,  uninterei^ed  in  his  fortune  ;  the  former  mud 
equally  dread  a  furvey  that  is  to  inform  Grangers  of  his  mod  pri- 
vate .and  mod  delicate  tranfadlions.  This  was  one  of  the  objec- 
tions he  had  to  the  meafure  in  its  prefent  date.  In  the  next  place 
he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  extend  the  (bale  beyond  200IC  per 
year,  as  he  was  certain  that  perfons  of  this  income,  and  confidera- 
bly  beyond  it,  were  very  little  able  to  bear  fuch  a  burden  in  addition 
to  the  many  they  at  prefent  mud  fudain.  And  when  he  confidcred 
the  prefent  fk>uri(hing  date  of  the  country,  its  extended  commerce, 
and  invincible  fleets,  he  mud  fay,  he  thought  a  more  palatable  tax 
might  be  impofcd  ;  at  any  rate,  it  could  not  be  too  much  to  render 
it'lefs  irkfome  by  rendering  it  lefs  burdenfome.  He  wiihed  to  fet 
a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ryder)  right  refpe(Sing  what 
had  fallen  from  an  honourable  friend  of  his  (Sir  William  Pulteney) 
on  the  fubjedt  of  diredl  taxation.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  what 
the  honourable  Baronet  faid  was,  that  a  direct  tax  was  liable  among 
others  to  one  great  objedlton,  namely,  that  it  would  give  a  greater 
power  to  Miniders  than  an  optional  tax,  becaufe  the  latter  could  be 
evaded,  but  the  former  could  not ;  and  as  every  man  would  be 
obliged  to  put  his  hands  in  his  po:ketsat  tJie  call  of  the  Minider  to 
pay  a  dire<ft  tax,  the  grievance  would  be,  that  men  would  continu- 
ally have  their  hands  in  their  pockets  to  fupply  his  wants,  under 
whatever  dircumdances  they  may  have  arifen.  Still  there  was  no 
Vol,  VII.  3  N 
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doubt  that  dire£t  taxes  were  the  cheapeft  in  the  coUedion  and  Ac 
moft  produfiive,  and  therefore,  in  confidering  this  fiAjed,  diic 
mud  be  (hewn  to  the  balance  of  advantages  and  difadvaata^jes 
tually  arifing  on  the  one  (ide  and  on  the  other. 

Mr.  BURDON  was  a  friend  to  the  meafure,  but  wUbed  that  k 
might  be  carried  into  efTedt  with  as  little  inconvenience  to  the  public 
as  poflible.     He  thought  the  affefTed  taxes  were  not  move  optional 
than  the  prefent  tax ;  and  every  tax  was  liab)e  to  be  objeded  a>  if 
it  was  a  ground  of  objedion  that  no  tax  is  wholly  optional.     Gen- 
tlemen had  talked  much  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjcA.   Undoubtedly 
it  was  important  to  watch  around  and  guard  the  liber^  of  the  f«ri>> 
je3 ;  but  there  was  another  defcription  of  liberty  which  be  fliould 
think  it  his  duty  more  vigilantly  to  watch  and  more  vigoioufly  to 
defend— -it  was  national  liberty ;  whidi  could  not^  periuips,  be 
better  fupported  than  by  preventing  frauds  in  the  payment  of  na-* 
tlonal  taxes.     Naturally  he  was   onfnendiy  to  every  ipecies  of . 
fraud*  and  thought  the  man  who  could  defraud  the  revenoe,  if  he 
had  a  fair  opportunity,  would  defraud  his  neighbour.     The  objefi 
of  the  prefent  tax  was  to  aflert  the  independence!  and  maintain  the 
liberties  of  the  country ;  and  he  took  it  upon  himfelf  to  pledge  his 
conflitutnts  to  pay  any  tax  that  might  tend  to  fupport  our  national 
liberty :  neverthelefs»  he  wiflied  as  much  as  any  man  diat  taxes 
could  be  abAained  from,  and  would  be  happy  if  he  lived  to  be  a 
Member  of  that  honourable  Houfe  when  all  taxation  oeafed.     One 
additional  reafon  he  had  for  approvii^  of  the  prefent  was,  that  it  is 
fairer  than  the  aireiTcd  taxes,  becaufe  it  will  aSc£t  perlcns  who  are 
certainly  intereficd  in  the  profperity  and  fafety  of  their  country,  and 
as  well  include  capitalifls  as  lay  an  equal  burden  on  every  fpecies  of 
income*     Under  thefe  circumftances  he  Khould  confider  it  his  duty 
to  fupport  the  motion, 

Mr.  HENRY  THORNTON  obferv^d,  that  he  would  only 
trcfpafs  a  few  moments  on  the  Houfe.  In  confidering  the  bill,  un- 
doubtedly many  dif&cultics  would  appear  to  charadcrize  parts  of  ks 
detail ;  but  the  principle  entirely  met  his  approbation^  and  while 
he  wifhed  it  were  pofTible  to  make  it  entirely  palatable,  by  removing 
every  difficulty  and  obviating  every  objeSion ;  yet  when  he  looked 
to  the  objed  of  the  tax,  he  mufl  be  permitted  to  confider  even  thob 
difficulties  as  being  comparatively  unimportant.  The  objedof  the 
tax  was  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  with  vigour,  and  eflfeA  a  war  the 
moft  interefling  in  ite  general  charader,  to  whole  iflue  we  mud  look 
for  independence  and  for  glory,  carried  on  againft  one  whofe  ambi- 
tion difturbed  and  difordered  the  world.  Every  xefle£ling  man  who 
had  delivered  his  fentiments  on  the  meafure,  approved  of  &e  prio* 
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cifde  of  railing  the  fupplies  within  the  year,  and  therefore  the  quef- 
tionwas  not  whether  ^e  (hould  raife  looyoool.  or  200,000!.   or 
x^ooo^oool. ;  but  whether  we  fliould  raife  lOyOoo^oool.     This 
was  ho  ordinary  nieafure,  and  ordinary  objedions  could  not,  with 
any  propriecy,  be  urged  againft  it/     He  thought  thofe  gentlemen 
wrong  who  fought  to  lay  the  tax  on  property  ;  for  the  difclofure  of 
property  muft  be  more  objefHonable  to  every  clafs  of  men,  as  it 
would  be  more  indelicate  than  the  difclofure  of  income.   Perhaps  it 
would  be  a  better  mode  to  lay  a  tax  both  on  capital  apd  income^ 
than  on  income  only  ;  for  a  tax  on  capital  would  reduce  the  tax  on 
income.     Confidering  the  reception  it  met  with  in  the  country,  aiKl 
the  temper  of  the  Houfe,  he  muft  approve  of  the  prefent  tax,  efpe- 
cially  as  no  other  meafure  was  propofed  adequate  to  the  obje<£l  fought 
fer,  and  feeing  that  the  only  point  at  which  we  were. vulnerable  to 
the  anemy  is  in  our  finances — for  now  internal  treafon  was  fup- 
prefled,  our  navy  every  where  triumphant,  proteding  our  pofleffiona 
abroad,  or  convoying  in  fafety  our  trade  with  every  part  qf  the 
woi'ld.     Seeing  this,  and  being  perfuaded  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
prefent  meafure  was  calculated  to  aflbrd  a  ftrong  means  of  defence 
on  the  point  which  we  are  moft  vulnerable,  he  could  not  but  give  it 
every  fupport  in  his  power.     It  would  be  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Houfe  unneceflarily  were  he  to  prefs  upon  them  any  argument  to 
fliew  the  fettled  defign  of  the  enemy  to  make  his  moft  determined 
but  iniidious  attack'  at  that  point,     While  France  could  fancy  that 
ffae  (aw  in  our  finances  the  feeds  of  their  own  derangement,  fhe  would 
carry  on  the  war  with  all  her  accuftomed  malevolence ;  and  we 
ought  by  this  time  to  have  already  difeovered,    that  diredling  her 
efforts  at  times  againft  our  finances,  on  other  occafions  agatnft  our 
trade,  they  have  endeavoured,  by  deftroying  Our  trade,  .to  come  at 
oar  finances.     It  was  no  mean  confideration  to  take,  every  prac« 
ticable  ftep  to  prevent  their  fucceeding  in  thcfe  projeAs.     And 
again,  if  any  body  would  look  at  the  national  debt,  fo  much  in- 
xrrcafed  fince  the  termination  of  the  American  war,  and  in  ti^e  pre- 
fent war,  they  muft  fee  that  the  debt  cannot  be  increafed  inimitably, 
nor  can  t^xes  on  confumable  articles.     It  was  therefore  neceifary  to 
begin  at  once  to  reduce  the  debt,  |tnd  provide  in  a  difFerent  way  for 
the  intereft.  That  the  confumable  articles  cannot  bear  increafed  taxa- 
turn  was  manifeft,  becaufe  though  the  taxes  have  much  increafed,  they 
have  not  grown  proportionably  productive.  Hence  would  it  be  feen, 
that  fome  other  fource  of  re/enue  muft  be  opened,  and  the  prefent 
tax  was  this  fource.     Whenever  the  finances  were  completely  efta- 
blilhed  beyond  all  poflibility  of  danger  from  the  in(>dious  defigns  of 
the  enemy,  nation^  credit  would  be  revived,  the  means  of  ouking 
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money  by  putting  property  in  the  funds  increafed,  and  proff^crity 
and  fccuriiv  would  every  where  be  found.  Under  thcfr  circum- 
ftances,  he  approved  moft  heartily  of  the  prefcni  meafure. 

Mr.  MARTIN  wilhed  that  the  bill  might  be  proceeded  in,  and 
he  was  ready  to  vote  for  it ;  but  if  in  the  ftrvhcr  progrefs  he  (aw 
any  greater  difEcc»lty  arife,  or  a  better  pUn  i^ropolcd  than  what  was 
now  before  ihcm,  he  thought  proper  to  referve  to  himfelf  the  liberty 
of  voting  againft  the  bill  altogether. 

The  qu'eftiun  was  now  put  and  agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 
After  the  firft  amendment  was  read, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  from  the  latenefs  of  the  hour, 
and  from  the  nfcety  of  feveral  points  which  ftill  remained  to  be  dif- 
culTed,  it  was  hisopinion'that  the  farther  coniiderntion  of  the  rcprt 
fhould  be  poftp(.'ned  till  to-morrow,  when  gentlemen's  minds  would 
be  fre(her  and  better  able  to  enter  on  the  difcuflTiun. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  obferved,  that  though  it  was  a  much  later 
hour  when  the  Hcufe  were  going  into  the  Commiit^  on  this  bill, 
yet  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  not  admit  the  arguntent 
which  he  now  e I Tiployed  himfelf.  If  there  was  not  great  inoonvc- 
iiiince  tc'be  f'-arcd  from  it,  he  rather  felt  with  the  right  lumoura- 
blc  gentleman  thjt  the  bufinefs  ftiould  he  now  amtinurd 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  it  uas  nc»t  to  fuii  his  own 
convenience,  or  that  of  .any  particular  gentleman,  that  he  was 
anxious  to  poftponc  the  farther  conHdcration  of  the  report,  but 
merely  for  the  benefit  of  the  matter  itfclf.  He  then  concluded  by 
moving,  that  the  report  be  taken  into  farther  confidcration  to- 
morrow ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved  the  farther  ct)n(ideration  of  the 
report  on  the  bill  for  exempting,  under  certain  conditi(/ns,  ^Kr*ons 
fcrving  in  volunteer  corps  from  being  balloted  into  the  fupj-Ie- 
mentary  militia.  The  motion  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  Dutidas 
propofed  the  new  amendments  which  he  mentioned  ycikrdajr* 
which  were  adopted ;  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  en* 
grofled. 

Friday 9  Dtcemhrr  28. 

The  Habeas>Corpu8  Sufpenfion  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
paffcd.     " 

On  ihe  order  of  the  day  being  moved  for  the  Ht^ufe  to  fake  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Income  Bill  into  confideration, 

Mr.  DENT  rofe  and  complained  of  the  very  thin  attendance  of 
Metnbers.     He  was  not  aware  of  any  mode  of  enforcing  the  pre- 
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fence  of  genuemen,  otherwifc  than  by  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  and  he 
therefore  frpf^ed  it  ^«ould  he  reforted  to  before  (he  report  was  con« 
iidered.  He  could  not  <ivoid  obfervtng,  that  when  a  nneafure,  which 
was  to  have  the  cffc^  of  difpofing  of  twelve  millions  of  the  public 
money,  was  under  difcuflfiony  the  condud  of  thofe  who  did  not 
attend  was  moft  difgrnceful. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  no  perfon  entertained  the 
leafl  doubt  with  refpedt  to  the  difpofal  of  the  fum  of  ten  millions. 
When  the  principle  of  the  bill  had  been  difcuffed  on  former  even- 
ings, ^he  attendance  had  been  generally  pretty  full ;  and  if  in  a  later 
Aage  of  it  gentlemen  did  not  think  fit  to  attend,  it  was  bccaufe,  on 
the  leading  points,  there  was  no  ditFeyrnce  of  opinion.  He  wilhed 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  confider,  whether  a  call  of  the  Houfe 
would  have  the  eflfedt  of  enforcing  attendance.  It  mighr,  it  was 
true,  oblige  gentlemen  to  walk  into  the  Houfe,  but  could  not 
pnrvent  them  from  walking  out  again  immediately,  tf  they  pleafcd. 

1  he  Houfe  proceeded  to  take  the  report  into  confideration, 
when  the  fcvcral  amendments  in  the  bill  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  a  claufe  had  on  a  preceding  even* 
ing  been  propofed  by  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney),  for 
preventing  the  produdion  of  the  (chedule  at  the  rcqueft  of  the  fur- 
vcyor,  unlefs  the  application  was  approved  of  by  the  majority  of 
the  Commiilioners  ;  that  motion  the  Committee  had  r€Je<5>ed.  He, 
however,  now  wiihed  to  propofe  a  clauft%  which  (hould  even  go  be- 
yond the  objeil  of  the  honourable  gentleman  :  it  was,  that  no 
fchedule  fhould  be  delivered  at  the  rcqueft  of  the  furveyor,  if  the 
application  was  rcjed^ed  by  even  one  of  the  Commiflioners.  This, 
he  tfijf^ed,  would  obviate  every  objeflion  on  this  fubjedt. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  he  found  it  necetfary  to  propofe 
feveral  alreririons  in  the  claufes,  as  well  as  amendments  in  the 
body  of  the  bill.  He  (hould  therefore  wiJh  the  Houfe  to  rtfolvc 
into  a  Cunimiitee  on  thofe  claufes  which  required  alteration. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  wiflicd  to  know  what  difference  there  was  in 
fubftanix  hetween  rccon  mitting  the  bill  geneially,  and  in  rhe  nftm- 
ncr  now  propofod  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ftatcd,  that  the  objed  was  to  afford  an  opportu- 
nity of  difculling  the  new  claufes,  leaving  the  b«xly  of  the  I  ill,  as  it 
'  ftocKl'hefore,  open  to  amendments  ;  but  »'hat  to  recommit  it  generally 
would  have  the.effcd  of  rendering  the  labours  of  the  former  Com- 
mittee unavailing. 

The  queition  was  put  on  Mr  Chancellor  Pitt's  motion,  and  the 
Houfe  refolved  icfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 
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« 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  propofed  a  new  cfade,  enading,  that 
perfons  who  had  children  born  in  wedlock  fliould  be  entitled  to  a 
dedw^ion  of  their  afleffments  in  the  follow! ;^g  propolitions : 

*'  Perfons  pofieflcd  of  6ol.  per  year  and  under  400I.  perjrttiry 
|o  be  entitled  to  a  deduction  of  5L  per  cent. 

'<  Ditto  poficfled  of  400I.  per  year  and  under  lyoool.  per  year, 
4I.  per  cent. 

**  Di'to  poffcffcd  of  lyoool.  peryear,  and  under  590001.-. per 
year,  for  fuch  children  as  *were  fix  years  of  age,  3I.  per  cent.  ;  for 
fiichas  ^ere  under  fix  years,  2I.  percent. 

'*  Ditto  pofleflfed  of  5,oool.  per  year  and  upwards,  for  fuch 
ehildren  as  were  fix  years  of  age,  2I.  per  cent.  ;  for  fuch  as  were 
under  fix  years/ 1 1.  per  6ent."  . 

Such  dedudions  to  be  made  by  the  Conuntfltoners  on  proof  of 
the  circumfiances.  , 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  admitted  the  deduftions  were  confiderable, 
when  compared  to  thofie  under  the  aflefled  taxes.  It  bad  been  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  exceptions  ought  not  to  extend  to  perfons  having 
large  incomes ;  this  objection  he  confidered  unfounded ;  for  perfons 
of  large  incomes  were  not  to  be  confidered  as  compared  with  per- 
fons who  had  fmall  ones,  but  with  perfons  of  the  fame  incontes  with 
themfelves.  Thus  it  would  be  highly  unjuft  that  a  man  of  5,000}. 
a  year«  who  had  a  lai^ge  family,  (hould  pay  precifely  the  (ame  fum 
as  a  n>an  of  5,000!.  a  year,  who  had  no  family  at  all.  With  re- 
fped  to  the  alteration  for  children  under  fix  years,  he  thought  k 
hardly  worth  while  to  introduce. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  alteration  he  had  thought  neeefr 
fary  was,  that  with  regard  to  perfons  above  1,000].  a  year,  there 
fliould  he  a  difiindtion  as  to  the  ages  of  their  children.  It  was 
evident,  that  to  perfons  under  a  certain  income,  the  expence  of* 
children  was  a  material  confideration,  while  to  others  above  that 
income  it  was  fcarce  any  thing.  What  he  had  propofed  appeared 
to  be  the  faired  polTible  diftindion ;  he  thought  it  ought  to  ap- 
ply neither  to  perfons  of  above  i,oool.  a  year,  nor  under  that 
fum. 

An  amendment  was  moved  and  adopted,  that  the  claufe  (hould 
not  apply,  unlcis  where  fuch  children  were  frincipaUy  maintained 
by  the  parent. 

Mr.  JONES  aiked  whether  it  applied  to  manufoSurers  who 
employed  their  children  ? 

To  which  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  the  Commif- 
fioners  would  fettle,  whether  it  was  fuch  an  employment  as  pre- 
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vtnted  fuch  children  being  confidered  at  principally  maintained  by 
their  fotber. 

The  claufe  thus  amended  was  agreed  to. 

The  daufe  for  allowing  tht  Surveyor  (to  cafe  he  was  difTatisfied 
with  a  pcrfon*8  ftatcment  of  incomci  and  required  a  fchedule,  and 
the  Commiffioners',  upon  inquiry,  thought  k  unneceflary)  to  apply 
to  Commiflioners  of  Appeal  for  an  order  to  the  firft  CommilTionert 
to  re-examine  the  maner  in  dt<pute  between  the  party  and  the  Sur* 
veyor,  was,  after  a  converfation  between  Mr.  Chancellor  pitt,  Mr. 
Shawe  Lefevre,  Mr»  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  Generals,  and  Mr* 
Ticmey,  agreed  to. 

Several  other  claufes  were  added  to  the  bill. 

The  claufes  being  all  gone  through,  the  report  was  brought  up, 
and  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrowl 


Saturday i  December  29. 

Mr.  JOHN  ,  SMITH  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committe« 
of  yefterday  for  amendments  in  the  body,  and  for  receiving  new 
claufes  to  the  income  bill.  The  amendments  were  all  read  and 
agreed  to,  and  a  number  of  new  claufes  were  propofed  by  Mr* 
Chancellor  Pitt^  and  adopted  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  was  defired  by  a  number  of  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  of  extenfive  pofleflions  to  afk  leave  of  the  Houfe  to 
bring  up  a  claufe  fo;  allowing  them  to  dedu(5l  from  their  income  be- 
ibre  it  be  made  chargeable  by  this  bill,  the  allowance  they  made  to 
their  agents  fbrmanaging  their  eftates.  He  did  not  mean  Aewards, 
but  perfons  who  were  neceiTarily  employed  in  the  management  of 
their  eflates.  Thefe  were  not  to  be  confidered  as  perfons  employed 
out  of  parade,  oftentation  or  indolence  of  the  owners  of  the  land, 
but  wem  perfons  abfolutely  neceifary  for  the  management  of  eftates 
where  the  pofleflions  were  extenfive.  Suppofing,  for  inflance,  a 
man  of  fortune  who  had  one  eftate  at  Berwick  and  another  at  Exeter, 
itwould.be  impoflible  for  fuch  a  perfon  to  attend* to  the  maqag?- 
ment  of  both  at  once  ;  he  was,  therefore,  under  the  neceflity  of 
employing  an  agent.  Bankers  were  allowed  to  dedu£t  the  falaries 
of  clerks  under  the  head  of  expences  of  management,  and  it  feemed 
but  reaibnable  that  the  neceflary  expences  of  management  of  land 
fliould  have  the  fame  allowance. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  cafes 
of  the  banker  and^he  great  land  owner  in  the  expence  of  the  ifia- 
nagement'of  their  aS^airs  was  not  at  all  parallel ;  that,  generally 
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^peaking,  if  a  man  did  not  chufe'to  manage  his  cftatc  himfcif,  he 
was  not,  upon  public  principles,  an  objc6t  of  inrluV'e^nce,  fo  as  to 
be  excufed  from  any  part  of  the  public  burdens  on  that  account. 
He  added  alfo,  that  the  more  extcnfivc  a  man's  eftares  were,  the 
Icfe  reafon  he  had  to  complain  of  tnis  or  any  cnhcr  impoft. 

There  being  no  other  claufes  offered^  the  qucAion  was  put,  that 
the  bill  be  engroffcd  ? 

Mr.  JONES  faid  that  this  bill  comprehended  every  defcription 
of  pcrfons  in  this  conntr)',  and  as  it  was  a  matter  of  fuch  infricjcy, 
and  of  fo  much  importance,  he  hoped  time  would  be  allowed  be- 
tween this  and  the  third  reading  ;  it  ought  to  have  a  foil,  free,  and 
ftir  ccmfideration  after  all  thefc  claufes  Were  brought  in,  which,  by 
Monday  next,  he  was  fure  was  quite  impt^flible. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reminded  the  honourable  Member  there  was 
no  motion  for  the  third  reading  before  the  Houfe. .  The  motion 
was,  That  the  bill  with  the  amendments  be  engroifed. 

The  queftion  being  put  and  carried, 

Mr.  Chancelbr  PITT  moved,  that  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  on  Monday  next,  if  then  cngroffed. 

Mr.  JONES  obferved,  that  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
faid  it  mud  be  fo,  there  was  an  end  of  it ;  but  he  really  felt  it  to 
be  quite  impofllble  to  underhand  the  claufes  produced  today,,  by 
the  time  now  propofed  for  the  third  reading.  What  would  the 
inconvenience  of  a  few  days  be,  compared  to  the  advantage  of  a 
full  deliberation  upon  this  fubjetl  ?  Let  the  one  be  but  balanced 
againd  the  other,  and  it  would  foon  appear  what  courfe  ought  to  be 
taken.  He  would  a(k,  whether  a  bill,  comprehending  every  de- 
fcription of  perfons  in  this  country,  (bould  be  read  a  third  time  in 
a  day  or  two  after  fo  many  material  alterations  had  been  made  in 
it ;  or,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  that  every  Member  in  the 
houfe  (hould  have  an  opportunity  of  underftanding  it  I  And,  whe- 
ther it  was  poflible  for  Members  to  underfhnd  a  bill  in  which  there 
were  forty  or  fifty  claufes  which  none  of  them  had  ever 'read? 
For  that  was  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  inRance.  He,  therefi)re,  in- 
trtated  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  allow  the  third  reading 
to  be  deferred  until  Wedncfday. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  thifi  bill  had  undei^gone  more 
ample  deliberation  and  frequent  difcufTion  than  any  other  mcafure 
he  ever  knew  prefentcd  to  that  Houfe.  He  faw  no  reafon  for  any 
farther  delay,  efpcciaily  as  he  had  no  hope  that  there  would  be  a 
fuller  attendance  on  Wednefday  than  on  M<mday  next. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  the  new  claufes  added  to  the  bill 
were  not  at  prcfcnc  undcrllood  by  the  Houfe  j  it  was  impoffiblc  they 
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(houldy  and  he  thdught  that  Tome  allowance  ought  to  be  made  .on 
that  account.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  fcemed  to  conceive 
that  the  claufcs  produced  to-day  did  not  materially  alter  the  provi. 
fions  of  the  bill.     Now  on  the  contrary,  they  did  appear  to  him 
to  be  claufes  materially  altering  the  proviflons  of  the  bill.      He 
agreed  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  there  was  no,  better 
hope  for  a  full  attendance  on  Wcdnefday  than  on  Monday.     He 
was  forry  to  fay  that  Members  of  that  Houfe  neg!e(f^ed  their  duty 
in  not  attending  ;  it  was  a  negligence  that  was  difgraceful  to  them, 
and  he  begged  to  be  undcrftood,  as  making  no  diflindiion  in  what 
he  was  now  faying,  but  that  he  was  applying  it  to  both  (Ides  of  tho 
Houfe.     He  had  it  now  in  his  power  to  put  an  end  to  the  farther 
progrefs  of  this  bill  for  the  prefcnt,  for  there  were  not  prefcnt  Mem- 
bers   fufiiciept   to  conf^itute  a  Houfe;  if  he  dcfircd  that  they  be 
counted;  an  adjournment  would  be  the  cffc&  of  it ;  bdt  this  he 
would  not  do,   becaufe  it  would  appear  to  be  an  invidious  thing. 
This,  however,  is  in  the  power  of  any  Member  of  the  Houfe  to  do 
at  any  time  ^when  ^here  were  qpt  forty  Members  prefcnt.     That 
had  frequently  been  the  cafe .  in  the  courfe  of  the  difcuffion  of  the 
prefent  bill ;  and  to  fpeak  plainly  at  once,  he  thought  it  a  fcanda* 
lous  thing  that  a  bill  of  this  importance  (hould  have  been  difcuiTed 
when  it  was  fo  often  in  the  power  of  any  one  Member,  who  proba- 
bly might  not  have  attended  to  any  thing  that  had  been  paiTmg,  to 
put  a  (lop  to  the  progrefs  of  the  bill ;  and   yet  fuch  might  have 
been  the  cafe  frequently,  and  fuch  it  might  be  at  this  moment.    He 
did  not  think  this  the  right  courfe  of  proceeding  upon  grave  and 
important  meafures   in   that  Houfe.     He  did  not  indeed.      If  he 
did  not  find  himfelf  able  to  underftand  the  bill  as  it  now  flood, 
after  attending  in  every  ftagjs  in  the  mod  minute  detail,  what  muft 
be  the  cafe  of  all  thofe  Members  who  had  been  out  of  town  for  the 
laft  week  at  leaft  i     How  could  thofe  Members  who  were  wavering 
in  fentiments,  whether  they  ought  to  vote  for   this  meafure,  or 
againft  it  altogether,  make  up  their  minds  by  Monday,  fo  as  to  be 
enabled  to  give  any  confcientious  vote  whatever  upon  the  fubjc£t  ? 
He  knew  there  were  many  wavering  upon  the  queftion  altogether, 
whether  they  (hould  adopt  it  as  a  matter  of  neceffity  to  fupport  the 
State,  or  whether  they  (hould  rcjedl  it  as  hoflile  to  the  Conftitution. 
Now  if  thefe  Members,  after  they  had  attended  the  difculTiuns  of 
former  parts  of  the  bill,  were  wavering  in  their  opinion,  what  muft 
they  be  now,  after  the  introduflion  of  fo  many  claufes,  upon  which 
there  had  been  no  difcufTion  whatever ;  and  which  might  be  faid 
Co  have  opened  the  que(lion  again  :  for  much  might  yet  be  faid  on 
the  fubjeiS  ?     He  thought  therefore,  really,  for  the  decency  of  the 
Vol.  vn.  3  O 
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proceedings  of  the  Houfe,  after  fo  many  material  altarationt  had 
taken  place  (ince  the  laft  difcuflfioni  that  time  (hould  be  allowed  to 
prepare  for  another.  The  diflference  between  Monday  and  Wed- 
nefday  would  not  be  very  material  as 'to  the  progrefs  of  the  bill, 
though  it  might  be  much  fo  to  the  preparations  of  fome  of  the 
^embers  of  the  Houfe,  who  might  be  defirous  of  delivering  their 
fentiments  upon  it.  He  (hould  therefore  hope  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  not  objedl  to  the  third  reading  being  de* 
ferred  to  Wedncfday. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faw  no  reafon  whatever  for  poftponing 
to  Wednefday  that  which  might  more  conveniently  be  brought  for- 
ward on  Monday,  unlefs  a  fuller  attendance  was  likely  to  take  place 
on  Wednefday  than  on  the  Monday,  of  which  he  entertained  no 
hope,  and  therefore  he  mud  perfift  in  his  motion, 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  thought  the  bill  could  not  conve- 
niently be  delayed  any  farther  in  that  Houfe. 

Ordered  that  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next,  if 
then  engroflfed. 

Monday i  December  31. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  dated  to  the  Houfe,  that  on 
Saturday  laft  he  had  converfed  with  Colonel  Defpard  on  the  fub- 
]z&  of  the  late  ftatements  made  in  the  Houfe  refpedting  the  treat- 
ment of  the  perfons  confined  under  the  Habeas- Corpus  Sufpenfion 
Adl,  and  alfo  concerning  the  Letter  publilhed  by  Mrs.  Defpard. 
The  refult  of  that  convcrfation  proved  to  him  the  truth  of  every 
tittle  contained  in  her  Letter ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  he  (hould  be 
able  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  adopt  the  fame  fentiment :  at  prefcnt  he 
(hould  only  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  move,  as  foon  after  the' 
holidays  as  pofTible,  for  any  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  prifons  ; 
and  the  treatment  of  the  prifoners  confined  by  Government  on  fuf- 
picion  of  treafon. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  on  the  adjourned  queftion  relative 
to  a  report  that  appeared  on  Wednefday  laft  in  The  Timest  of  a 
convcrfation  which  took  place  in  the  Houfe  on  the  Saturday  preced- 
ing, it  was  his  defire  that  the  order  be  difchaiged.  This  he  did 
becaufe  he  was  well  aifured  that  the  editor  of  that  paper  did  not  wi(h 
to  give  an  inaccurate  account  of  what  hil^  paffed  in  the  Houfe, 
and  he  had  good  reafon  to  believe  that  tlic  account  was  fcnt  to  the 
editor  by  fome  perfon  whofe  objed  was  to  mifrcprcfent  what  had 
happened,  but  which  perfon,  he  feared,  he  (hould  never  be  able  to 
bring  forward,  and  to  render  refponfible  for  what  he  had  done.  In- 
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deed  he  mud  repeat  what  he  had  faid  already,  that  the  proprietors 
and  editors  of  papers  having  no  intcreft  whatever  in  mifreprefenting 
what  they  heard  in  that  Hbufe,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  diredl  and 
confiderable  intereft  in  the  accuracy  of  the  accounts  they  gave,  he 
could  not  conceive  how  they  could  defignedly  mifreprefent  any  thing. 
The  Houfe,  however,  knew  very  well  that  fomc  inaccuracies  muft 
be  infeparable  from  fuch  an  ha%  publication  as  a  newfpaper  was  ; 
but  he  was  really  bound  to  believe  they  were  not  intentionally  made 
vehicles  of  mifreprefentation.  He  faid  this  of  the  reports  of  the 
newfpapers  in  general ;  but,  when  an  account  was  brought  to  a  newf- 
paper feveral  days  after  the  occurrence  took  place,  and  was  inferred 
as  an  advertifement,  the  cafe  was  different,  and  there  the  intention 
of  the  mifreprefentation  was  manifeft,  and  the  evil  was  greater  too 
than  if  it  appeared  the  day  following  the  date  ;  for  in  the  one  cafe 
the  error  was  likely  to  be  dete£^ed  by  comparing  one  paper  with 
another ;  but,  when  it  was  publifhed  feveral  days  afterwards,  that 
advantage  was  loft.  There  was  no  reafoji,  however,  in  this  cafe 
to  impute  to  the  editor  of  Th^  Times  any  defign  to  mifreprefent  what 
had  taken  place  in  the  Houfe  ;  and,  as  it  Was  clear  that  fomebody 
brought  die  account,  and  paid  for  it  as  an  advertifement,  and  alfo, 
as  he  could  not  bring  forward  the  author,  it  would  be  unjuft  to  call 
upon  the  Houfe  to  cenfure  the  editor. 

He  then  moved,  That  the  order  of  the  day,  to  refume  the  debate 
upon  the  paper  of  The  Times  of  Wednefday  laft,  be  read.  Which 
being  done,  he  moved.  That  that  order  be  difcharged. 

The  qucftion  being  put, 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  obfervcd,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  brought  this  matter  forward  might  adt  as  he  thought 
proper,  either  to  call  for,  or  to  defire  to  withdraw,  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  from  the  matter  now  before  it,  and  fo  far  as  it  regarded 
the  perfonal  feeling  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  no  perfon  had  a 
right  to  judge  upon  the  matter  but  himfelf ;  but  when  this  fubjeft 
came  before  the  Houfe,  he  would  fay,  without  any  difrepefl  what- 
ever to  the  honourable  gentleman,  his  feeling  upon  the  matter  was 
by  far  the  leaft  confiderable  part  of  it.  This  diftindion  was  not 
much  entered  into  when  this  fubjeA  was  firft  introduced  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  Houfe ;  but  now  that  tt  came  before  the  Houfe,  he  ihould 
conlider  the  queftion  of  a  breach  of  privilege  of  that  Houfe  upon 
its  broad  principle  as  it  affe£led  the  State,  and  not  as  a  narrow  quef- 
tion of  perfonal  feeling.  The  nature  of  the  queftion  was  the  fame 
whatever  accident  had  brought  it  before  the  Houfe,  or  whatever, 
connivance  might  be  imputed  towards  the  Houfe  with  regard  to  the 
publiftiing  reports  of  its  proceedings  ;  and  therefore  he  ftiould  pro- 
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ceed  on  the  queftion  itfelf,  without  regard  to  the  mode  in  which  it 
had  been  brought  forward  to  the  notice  of  the  Houfe. 

To  proceed  on  an  offence  againfl:  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  complained  of  it,  and  to  treat  it  as  an  a£t  of  guilt,  as  m  libel 
upon  that  honourable  gentleman,  without  taking  notice  of  it  as  a 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  that  Houfe,  could  not  be  regularly  done. 
To  treat  it  with  feverity  at  once  in  the  perfon  of  the  offender,  was 
what  he  would  not  recommendi  not  only  becaufe  there  were  other 
accounts  of  debates  in  which  the  name  of  the  fame  honourable  gen- 
tleman occurriid,  in  which  afperlions  of  the  moft  malignant  and  ve- 
nomous kind  were  poured  forth,  and  which  had  hitherto  paffed  in 
(ilence,  but  alfo  becaufe  he  thought  it  would  be  hardly  fair  now  that 
they  had  a  particular  individual  before  them  and  in  their  powcTf 
proceeding  to  extremity  with  him  in  the  firft  inftance,  and,  as  it 
were,  on  a  fudden,  and  without  notice.  There  were  many  inflances 
of  crimes  in  which  the  offender  was  not  puni{hed  to  the  utmoft  ri- 
gour in  the  fir(l  inftance ;  in  the  cafe  of  a  highway  robbery  the  law 
was  to  be  pronounced  at  once,  but  not  fo  in  offences  of  inferior 
degree,  and  in  fome  cafes  where  the  complexion  of  the  thing  was 
uncertain,  where  the  intention  of  the  party  was  doubtful,  then  be 
could  not  think  of  calling  for  the  vengeance  of  the  taw.  So  in 
this  cafe,  although  the  thing  itfelf  was  clear  enough  it  was  decidedly 
illegal,  yet  as  fome  perfons  might  have  been  led  to  think  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Legiflature  upon  the  propriety  of  conniving  at  the 
matter  was  altered,  and  that  fucb  connivance  to  a  certain  degree 
warranted  the  praftice,  and  therefore  thofc  who  a£ted,  however 
erroneoufly,  on  that  opinion,  had  a  claim,  if  not  upon  the  jui^ice, 
yet  on  the  generofity  of  the  Houfe.  But  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
indulge  any  difpofltion  to  lenity  in  the  fecond  inftance,  for  that  led 
to  a  repetition  of  the  argument  by  which  the  pradlice  was  attempted 
to  be  fupported  ;  for  if  the  connivance  of  yefterday  be  a  reafon  for 
to-day,  to-morrow  the  reafon  will  be  ftronger  than  it  is  now,  and 
indulgence  will  give  birth  to  the  affumption  of  right ;  and  thus  the 
Houfo,  if  they  did  determine  upon  the  firft  cafe  that  came  before  it, 
would  foon  be  debarred  from  vindicating,  without  the  imputation 
of  harftincfs,  its  own  privilege.  He  thought  that  the  condud  of 
the  Houfe  would  have  been  rigid,  if  it  was  to  proceed  to  extremity 
on  this  fudden  occafion ;  but  he  thought  that  an  end  ought  to  be 
put  to  that  relaxation  of  duty  by  which  the  reporters  of  newfpapers 
had  been  permitted  to  publifti  their  proceedings  ;  for  it  was  a  grow- 
ing evil :  and  after  having  had  fair  warning,  they  would  noc  have 
any  reafon  to  complain,  for  they  ought  to  be  taught  that  there  is 
to  be  an  end  of  the  praAice  of  detailing  the  proceedings  of  the 
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Houfe  ;  and  although  they  could  not  pafs  over  altogether  the  cafe 
of  the  perfon  now  before  them,  but  they  muft  ccnfure  his  condu<3 
in  this  firft  inftance  of  their  notice,  yet,  if  any  one  (hould  hereafter 
offend,  he  fhould  be  treated  with  greater  feveriry. 

Perhaps  he  felt  more  flrongly  than  others  the  tffc&  of  this  prac- 
tice of  reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe,  and  therefore  was 
more  ready  than  others  to  call  for  a  remedy  for  the  evil  of  relaxa* 
tion  of  the  duty  of  the  Houfe,  it  being  only  from  that  relaxation  that 
fuch  a  pradice  could  poflibly  arife.  He  knew  a  great  number  of 
perfQns  who  held  all  thefe  things. extremely  cheap,  and  made  very 
light  of  them ;  and  therefore  would  be  very  ready  to  look  with 
compaflfionate  feelings  towards  any  perfon  who  became  the  objefi 
of  the  refentment  of  the  Houfe  for  publifliing  any  of  its  proceedings 
—-who  would  fmile  at  all  thefe  irregularities  as  trifles  below  the 
grave  attention  of  .a  Houfe  of  Parliament.  He  had  no  great  re* 
ipedt  for  that  fort  of  wifdom  in  itfelf.  He  knew  how  things  appa- 
rently trivial  in  their  nature,  produced  prodigious  cfFefis.  He  felt 
that  it  was  to  things  in  their  appearance  trivial  at  firil  i^ght,  was 
owing  the  downfal  of  France.  Things  of  a  trivial  nature  were 
paiTed  by  as  unworthy  of  notice,  and,  in  lefs  than  twelve  months 
afterwards,  there  tumbled  a  whole  kingdom  into  a  heap  of  ruins, 
and  with  its  £ill  there  appeared  calamities  which  no  mortal,  not 
bereft  of  the  feelings  of  humanity,  ever  yet  beheld  without  horror* 
He  therefore  wiflied  not  to  poflefs  that  fpecies  of  philofophy  which 
teaches  to  defpife  trifling  things,  however  conneded  they  may  be 
with  great  ones :  on  the  contrary,  he  faw  great  things  arifing  out  of 
thofe  that  were  apparently  little.  Indeed,  the  whole  fydem  of  hu- 
man nature  (hewed  how  attentive  we  ought  to  be  to  thofe  things 
that  are  commonly  called  trifles,  lince  the  exiAence  of  human  life 
frequently  depended  upon  them.  If  therefore  this  do£trine  was 
applicable  to  the  fafety  of  the  human  frame,  how  could  it  be  other- 
wife  with  regard  to  human  inititutions  ? 

He  thought  the  pradlce  that  had  prevailed  now  for  a  confidera- 
ble  number  of  years  was  calculated  to  produce  very  ferious  confe- 
quences  ;  for  the  general  tendency  of  publifhing  the  proceedings  of 
that  Houfe  was  to  change  the  Government  from  that  of  a  Reprefen- 
tative,  as  it  flood  now,  to  an  entirely  DenKxrratic  Government.  But 
to  take  a  confideration  of  two  things,  a  Democratic  Government 
entirely,  and  that  of  a  Reprefentative  one,  fuch  as  ours  was  at  pre- 
fent,  let  us  take  a  view  of  what  was  urged  by  fome  as  the  defirable 
perfefiion  of  our  fyftem,  and  what  never,  in  fa£l,  exitled  in  the 
world  —that  all  the  people  were  adiually  reprefented,  as  well  as  vir- 
tually, and  then  let  us  fee  what  the  eScA  would  be  of  publifhing 
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'the  proceedings  of  Parliament  daily  to  all  the  people.    What  would 
be  the  natural  cfFcet  of  fuch  publication  ?  It  muft  be  that^of  chang- 
ing the  prefent  form  of  Government,  and  of  making  it  a  Demo- 
cratical  Gfjvemmcnt.     That  would  in  time  be  the  inevitable  coit- 
fequcnce  of  fuch    publications,   for  it  was  a  daily  appeal  to  the 
Public  ;  it  was  calling  every  day  on  the  Public  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Parliament — by  thefc  daily  publications  the  people  were 
taught  to  look  upon  themfelves  as  prefent  at  the  difcuflfion  of  all  the 
poceedings  of  Parliament,  and  fitting  in  judgement  on  them.  This 
might  be  a  very  good  and  a  very  wife  change  when  efFcfted ;  but  that 
he  was  not  now  arguing  ;  he  was  only  (hewing  that  this  change 
would  be  the  confcquence  of  the  pradice  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
The  change  of  the  prefent  Government  of  the  Country  into  a  Dc- 
mocratical  Government,  might '  be  very  good  m  the  opinion  of 
fome  ;  but  certainly  none  would  difpute  it  was  a  very  great  and  ma- 
terial change — that  it  would  be  a  material  change,  the  proceedings 
of  this  day  illufirated.     How  came  this  pradice  of  reporting  the 
proceedings  of  Parliament  into  being?     It  was  not  much  above 
twenty  years  ago  when  it  was  firft  tolerated.     Some  of  the  prcdc- 
cefTors  of  the  Speaker  now  in  the  chair  (Mr.  Cuft  or  Mr.  Onflow 
for  ini^ance)  would  have  been  a  good  deal  furprifcd  that  a  prafticc 
of  this  kind  was  to  be  at  all  debated  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
Either  of  them  would  have  called  forth,  not  the  difcuffion,  but  im- 
mediate authority  of  the  Houfe,  to  take  into  cuftody  any  pcrfon 
who  had  prefumed  to  publi(h  any  of  its  proceedings ;  but  now  it 
feemed  the  Houfe  was  not  to  do  this :  the  printer,  poor  innocent! 
had  no  evil  intention  ;  and  therefore  the  motion,  although  involv- 
ing a  breach  of  privilege  of  that  Houfe,  was  to  be  withdrawn— this 
was  very  modem*  and  he  would  take  leave  to  fay,  very  mifchievous 
doi^rine.     There  would  have  been  no  difficulty  about  it  formerly : 
gentlemen  might  fay,   there   was  no  more  difficulty  now  than  there 
was  formerly  about  (hutting  up  the  gallery  :  he  was  of  another 
opinion ;  if  the  Houfe  fliewed  a  difpofition  for  yielding  any  point, 
its  authority  might,  indeed,  be  made  ufe  of  to  deftroy  itfelf,  for  the 
connivance  of  the  Houfe  had  been  abufed,  and  fo  might  its  mild- 
nefs  ;  paffing  over  fuch  a  breach  of  privilege  after  complaint  made, 
would  be  an  aft  of  the  Houfe  ;  it  would  have  its  authority  ;  that 
authority  would  be  quoted  in  anfwcr  to  any  complaint  of  another 
breach  of  privil^e :  thus  the  authority  of  the  Houfe  would  be  made 
to  deftroy  itfelf.     This,  however,  was  not  viewing  the  point  in  its 
worft  colours.     The  Houfe  might  protefl  itfelf  at  any  time,  jirhen 
a  breach  of  its  privileges  came  before  it ;  but  this  Was  an  abufe  of 
the  ConfUtution,  and  led  to  that  condition  of  things  in  which  there 
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would  be  no  nx>in  for  prudence  to  conduA  us^— when  the  queAion(^ 
would  be^  not  for  a  Reform,  but  a  Revolution.     He  (hould,  for 
one,  wifli  to  fee  the  Houfe  revert  to  the  pradice  of  times,  when  we 
had  a  Con(licution  that  was  worth  fomething  ;  that  was,  when  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  had  before  it  any  proof  of  a  breach  of  its  pri- 
vilege, the  Houfe  would  at  once  vindicate  its  own  dignity.     The 
Houfe  fhould  now  follow  the  fame  plan  as  they  did  formerly,  unlefs 
it  was  clear  that  any  other  was  better,  which  he  had  not  yet  heard 
afferted,  much  lefs  to  be  argued — He  had  not  heard  it  yetalledged, 
that  the  modern  was  fuperior  tothe  ancient  pradice  in  this  particu- 
lar.    But  to  go  back  to  the  confideration  that  really  ought  to  guide 
the  Houfe,  to  confider  the  cfiedi  of  this  pra6tice  in  a  diflind  point 
of  view  ;  the  principle  on  whftrh  the  Houfe  proceeded  in  fome 
things,  was,  that  what  paflcd  in  the  Houfe  would  not  pafs  out  of 
the  Houfe,  except  what  any  Member  might  poflfibly  relate  to  his 
friends.     This  could  never  be  mifchievous,  for,  belides  the  difcre- 
tion  which  would  generally  guide  the  conduft  of  a  Member  of  the 
Houfe,  and  would  keep  him  from  repeating  any  thing  that  might  be 
of  an  inflammatory  tendency,  it  muft  be  confined  to  a  few  hearers, 
and  thofe  above  the  lower  clafles  of  fociety,  therefore  the  lefs  eafily 
tainted  in  their  principles.     But  under  the  pra6tice  of  reporting  in 
the  newfpapers  every  thing  that  was  faid  in  that  Houfe,  and  which 
could  not.be  faid  wirh  fafcty  any  where  elfe,   was  under  the  cover 
and  authority  of  Parliament,  and  by  this  legerdemain  of"  reporting" 
fcattered  all  over  this  kingdom,  fo  that  the  moft  rank  fediiion  that 
ever  was  yet  thought  of  was  not  to  be  confined  to  the  hearing  of  the 
Houfe,  and  where  the  education  and  condition  of  the  hearers  would 
(hield  them  from  its  influence,  but  was  made  public  to  all. degrees 
and  conditions  of  human  beings,  and  that  was  publiflied  f^ith  the 
authority  of  a  Member  of  Parliament,   as  a  report  of  what  wai 
faid,   which  could  not  any  where  elfe  be  publiflied  as  an  original 
work.     Such  things  appeared  to  him  to  be  monilrous.  If  any  body 
were  to  a(k  him  what  he  thought  was  the  caufip  of  that  dreadful 
mutiny  lad  year,  which  fo  reafonably  alarmed  every  good  man,  and 
which,  but  for  the  wife  precautions  and  vigorous  exertions  of  Go- 
vernment, would  foon  have  reduced  this  country  to  nothing,  he 
would  have  faid,  it  was  the  daily  publication  of  the  Debates  of  that 
Houfe  more  than  any  thing  elfe  that  could  pofiibly  produce  it.     He 
was  not  blaming  gentlemen,  or  complaining  of  gentlemen,  for  fay* 
ing  the  war  was  unjuft  and  unneccflary  ;  if  they  thought  fo,  they 
were  right  in  fo  faying.     But  was  it  a  dcfirable  thing  that  the  Public 
at  large  (hould  from  day  fo  day,  that  the  lower  claiTes  of  the  com- 
munity from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  (hould  be  told  b  ? 
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•That  the  fatlors  and  the  foldicrs  (hould  be  told  that  they  were 
fighting  againd  Juftice  and  againd  the  Liberty  of  Mankind  ;  that 
they  were  the  tools  of  Defpotic  Power  ;  that  their  blood  was  (hed, 
their  lives  talicn  or  facrificed  to  the  folly  or  the  wickedncfs  of  thofe 
by  whom  they  were  governed  ?*-*and  all  this  coming  from  men  of 
great  weight  from  their  talents,  and  in  many  refpcdis  of  great  credit 
in  this  country.  Suppoiing  all  this  language  to  be  proper,  he  was 
faying  that  the  cffcA  of  it  muft  neceffarily  be  dreadful  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  we  live.  It  was  then  a  quedion.  Whether  the 
Houfe  was  juftified  in  allowing  toestift  a  caufe  which  produced  that 
tife&,  and  that  caufe,  too,  arifing  out  of  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of 
the  Houfe  ?  It  might  be  (aid^  he  knew,  that  this  was  anfwcred  by 
the  publication  of  the  dodrine  maintained  on  the  other  fide.  This 
did  not  fattsfy  his  mind.  It  led  to  a  qucftion  that  was  too  long  fer 
diicuflion  in  that  Houfe  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  and  opened  a 
view  into  the  general  theme  of  political  inftitution,  and  the  means 
of  diffufing  throughout  the  world  all  fpecies  of  political  inftrudion. 
And  here  there  was  to  be  dreaded  a  double  mifreprefentation-^the 
mifreprefentation  of  the  abufe^  and  the  mifreprefentation  of  the  de- 
fence of  Government ;  and  therefore  he  who  objed^ed  to  the  publi- 
cation of  either  could  hardly  be  faid  to  be  contented  with  the  publi- 
cation of  both.  Yet,  if  all  this  was  only  addreiTed  to  perfons  of 
great  judgement,  perhaps,  he  (hould  not  obje£l  to  it; — but  that 
was  by  no  means  the  cafe  ;  for  the  great  mafs  of  the  readers  of 
newfpapers  were  not  the  moft  difcernlng  clafs  of  fociety,  nor  was 
it  to  be  expeAed  they  (hould  be  fo,  for  the  adverttfements  and  other 
articles  of  which  a  newfpaper  was  compofed  were  often  intere(ting 
chiefly  to  the  lower  orders  of  the  community.  They  were  for  this 
very  reafon  carried  every  where,  read  every  where,  by  perfons  of  veiy 
inferior  capacities,  and  in  common  alehoufes  and  places  frequented 
chiefly  by  thofe  who  were  leaft  of  all  accuitomed  to  reflexion,  or  to 
any  great  mental  efibrts.  Gentlemen  might  fay,  and  he  knew 
many  who  were  very  fond  of  faying,  "  Let  all  perfons  be  allowed 
"  to  judge  for  thcmfclvcs."  '  This  founded  pretty  well ;  but  ir  was 
a  mere  found.  Mankind  had  never  vet  been  in  circumlbnccs  that 
enabled  the  mafs  of  them  to  judge  correAly  of  any  thing  that  re- 
quired much  mental  exertion.  Condemned  as  they  were  to  labour 
of  body,. it  had  not  yet  been  praQicable  for  them  to  judge  corrcflly 
of  abftrufc  queftions ;  and  he  knew  of  none  that  were  more  fo,  than 
fuch  as  arofc  out  of  the  complication  of  political  afllairs.  The  people 
at  large  were  entitled  to  juftice  ;  they  were  entitled  to  every  fevonr 
that  could  be  (hewn  to  them  confidently  with  their  own  fafcty,  on 
which  depended  their  own  happincfs  \  they  were  entitled  to  every 
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adyahtage  thejr  Could  poflibly  be  capable  of  enjoying,  as  much  a$  th^ 
proudeft  perTon  in  the  ftate  ;  but  they  had  not  education  to  enable 
them  to  judge  of  political  afiairs.  Thofc  were  not  their  beft  friends 
who  told  them  othcrwifc.  If  any  gentlemen  who  heard  him 
doubted  this,  he  would  aflc  them,  whether  they  were  in  the  habit 
of  calling  in  their  gardeners  and  their  grooms  to  give  their  opinions 
apon  political  affairs  T  He  knew  they  would  do  fo  when  they  met 
in  large  bodies,  and  made  up  the  bulk  of  a  gentleman's  conditucnts, 
cfpecially  when  their  opinions  wcrtf  to  be  followed  up  by  their  votes ; 
for  then  the  cajoling  arts  of  the  true  demagogue  were  put  in  prac- 
tice, and  then  was  the  multitude  tempted,  as  ;hc  Devil  tempted  Evc> 
by  telling  them  they  had  all  forts  of  pcrfcftion.  After  refle6\ing 
upon  this,  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  not  be  fo  ready  to  talk  of  tht 
competency  of  the  multitude  to  form  corredt  opinions  upon  political 
aflfairs.  But  it  might  be  faid,  that  if  the  reports  uf  the  newfpapers 
were  ftopped,  fome  means  would  be  found  to  circulate  fcntiments 
agsinft Government,  and  that. they  would  be  more  injurious  to  thd 
public  than  thefe ;  that  fomething  like  Paine's  Rights  of  Mart 
would  go  forth.  Such  publications  were  circulated  certainly,  and 
they  did  very  confiderable  mifchicf ;  but  they  could  not  poflibly 
have  the  effeft  of  the  newfpapers,  becaufe  as  the  circulation  of  them 
was  attended  with  confiderable  expence,  it  could  not  be  fo  extenfivc 
as  the  newfpapers  are,  and  therefore  not.  fuch  an  evil ;  nor  wertf 
they  fo  conllant.  It  might  be  faid,  that  by  the  publication  of  the 
debates  of  Parliament,  the  bane  and  antidote  go  both  together. 
H^  did  not  think  that  fuch  had  hitherto  been  the  effc6^  of  the  pub-* 
lication  of  the  debates,  and  he  knew  of  nothing  fo  likely  to  guide 
the  judgement  rightly  as  experience.  In  fa6\,  the  praflice  of  re- 
porting debates  for  thelaft  fifteen  or  fixtecn  years,  or  for  fome  years 
more,  had  contributed  more  to  the  evils  of  which  many  had  com- 
plained of  over  the  country,  than  any  other  pra6licc  he  had  hear(^ 
of  in  that  rime  ;  it  was  an  evil  in  its  nature  :  it  was  an  inflamma- 
tory  information  at  the  beft  ;  it  kindled  over  again,  and  fpread  all 
over  the  country,  that  heat  among  the  lower  claffcs,  which  was 
fometimes  deprecated,  even  in  that  Houfc,  as  being  likely  to  mif- 
Icad  thofe  who  poffcfled  the  beft  means  of  forming  corre<5l  judge- 
ments. Such  were  the  evils  of  teaching  the  lower  claffcs  of  the 
community  that  they  were  politicians.  Now  if  thefe  were  his  ideas 
on  the  general  cficfls  of  this  pradtice,  how  did  the  cafe  ftand  upon 
particular  points  that  were  to  be  confidered  incidentally  T  It  was  a 
pradice  that  flruck  dircflly  at  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe.  What 
was  to  be  the  chara^SVcr  of  that  Houfe  in  the  eye  of  the  public,  if 
what  paiTed  in  it  was*  not  only  to  be  reported  in  the  newfpapers,  but 
Vol.  VII.  3  P       ^ 
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a  defcrtption  was  to  be  given  alfo  of  the  tone,  manner,  and  adkm 
of  each  Member,  like  that  of  a  criticifm  upon  another  dcfctipticm  of 
perfons,  of  whom  he  had  no  difpoficion  to  fpeak  contumelioufly,  but 
of  whom  it  was  np  difparagement  to  fay,  they  were  mofe  adapted 
than  the  fenate  for  public   entertainment — he  meant  perfons  who 
were  called  adors.     What  was  to  become  of  the  dignity  of  that 
Houfe,  he  would  a(k,  if  the  manners  and  geftures,  and  tone  and  ac- 
tion of  each  Member,  were  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  licenfe,  the  abufe, 
the  ribaldry  of  newfpapers  i     There  were  but  two  remedies  for 
this^  as  the  pra6lice  now  was,  either  for  a  Member  to  condefcend 
to  an  altercation  in  the  newfpapers,  with  thofe  who  ridiculed  him, 
or,  what  was  the  common  cafe,  to  (it  down  tamely  under  it  :^really, 
unlefs  the  Houfe  thought  it  worth  while  to  fupport  its  own  dignity 
better,  it  hardly  defcrved  better  ufage.     But  they  would  do  well  to 
take  notice,  what  the  eire6l  might  in  time  be  of  this  ill-judged  good 
rrature.    They  might  fall  in  the  public  eftimation,  as  did  another 
Aflembly  in  another  country,  who  feon  felt  the  effeSt  of  letung 
ftrangers  into  their  galleries,  under  the  pretence,  that  the  proccedingB 
of  the  reprefentative  body  (hould  be  open,  and  that  no  part  of  the 
people  (hould  be  excluded  from  hearing  it ;  the  rabble  of  Paris;  by 
bribery,  and  other  defpicable.  pra(51ices,  got  into  the  galleries,  and 
their  prefence  foon  put  an  end  to  the  reprefcntation  of  the  country  ; 
it  was  foon  turned  into  the  mere  fcmblance  of  a  reprcfentation  of 
that  country.  '   If  that  Houfe  was  to  give  up  its  privilege,  merely 
becaufe  it  had  for  a  while  connived  at  the  abufe  of  it ;  if  the  Houfe 
was  tobefaid  to  have  the  power  of  flopping  up  the  footpath,  and 
yet  would  not  exclude  a  (ingle  pafTenger,  he  would  have  nothing 
fanher  to  Uy>     Gentlemen  might  talk  of  the  matter  as  lightly  as 
they  plcafcd;  but,  unlefs  they  vindicated  their  privileges  now,  they 
might  feci  the  cffcA  of  an  ill-judged  lenity.     But  he  (hould  leave 
this  point  now,  and  go  back  again  to  another  evil,  of  which  he  had 
before  complained,  namely,  that  fuflPcring  newfpapers  to  publi(h 
reports  of  their  proceedings,  would  be  allowing  the  evil  itfelf  to  in- 
creafe  every  day,  for  that  very  fufFtrance  had  of  itfelf  given  occaiion 
for  the  multiplication  of  public  prints.     The  praflicc  of  publi{faing 
debates  was  an  appeal  from  the  reprefentative  body,  to  the  people  at 
large  out  of  doors,  of  all  orders,   from  the  higheft  to  the  lowcft. 
That  ncwfpaper  writers  were  not  the  be(t  judges  of  political  afliain 
he  confidered  as  an  undifputed  point— to  fay  nothing  of  their  inte- 
grity—^nd  this  he  conceived  alfo  to  be  an  important  point.     That 
a  great  many  of  thcfe  newfpapers  were  brought  into  exigence,  and 
nouri(hed  by  debates  in  Parliament,  was  alfo  a  clear  point  ;  for  he 
k^newi  that  when  then  was  a  complaint  made  againft  a  printer  in  the 
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year  17719  his  plea  was,  that  if  the  Houfe  took  away  fiom  him 
the  p6wer  of  publifliing  the  debates  of  that  Houfe»  they  would  take 
away  from  him  his  bread.     TheHoufe,  if  it  allowed  thefe  debates 
Co  be  continued,  would  put  in  adion  a  poifon  which  was  circulated 
every  twenty-four  hours,  and  fpread  its  venom  down  tO'  the  ex* 
tremity  of  the  kingdom.     What,  in  the  courfeof  a  very  few  years, 
was  likely  to  be  the  cSe&  of  fuch  a  pradice;'rnto  what  hands 
newfpapers  would  fall,  whether  ^hey  were  likely  to  be  friendly  to 
good  morals  in  future,  from  the  fpecimen  we  had  feen  of  them  of 
late  years,  were  points  into  which  he  would  not  now  inquire     The 
quefiion  was  not  only  whom  thefe  papers  would  find  out,  but  aMb 
who  would  And  out  thefe  papers,  what  fort  of  talents  the  owners  of 
them  were  likely  to  poflefs,  or,  what  was  a  larger  queftion,  what  fort 
of  talents  thofe  who  were  owners  of  papers  might  employ  to  write 
for  them,  were  all  of  them  points  well  worthy  of  the  fpeculation  of 
the  Houfe.     Before  they  allowed  neWfpapers  to  detail  their  pro- 
ceedings, they  woul<j[  do  well  to  confider  how  thofe  who  wrote  for 
newfpapers  in  general  had  contributed  to  the  overthrow  of  the  dif- 
ferent Governments  of  the  world,  which  had  been  lately  overturned, 
and  employed  in  caufing  fo  many  infurrediohs  as  had  lately  ren- 
dered fo  much  of  the  habitable  globe  uneafy.     How  much  of  the 
talents  of  thofe  who  wrote  for  newfpapers  had  been  employed  in 
fcattering  poifon  wherever  they  could  ;  in  bringing  virtue  into  dif* 
credit,  by  telling  the  people  every  where  that  thofe  who  profefled 
It,  and  who  ought  to  poflefs  it,  and  who  in  general  did  ppflHs 
virtue,  had  no  virtue  whatever,  by  teaching  the  ignorant  and  the  cre« 
duluus  to  defpife  every  man  and  every  mcafure  that  was  refpedable. 
Such  were  the  efforts,  generally  fpeaking,  of  thofe  who  wrote  for 
newfpapers.     He  felt  this  fo  forcibly,  that  he  confeffed  he  never 
faw  any  man  of  a  low  condition  with  a  newfpaper  in  his  hand,  and 
who  read  any  of  it,  without  comparing  him  to  a  man  who  was 
fwallowing  potfoa  under  the  hope  of  improving  his  health.     He 
was  not  to  be  led  away  with  any  notions  that  might  be  entertained 
by  fome  perfons  concerning  the  Liberty  of  the  Prcfs.     Before  any 
good  could  be  done  by  the  difcuflion  of  political  fubjeds  in  new(l 
papers,  the  capacity  of  the  people  ought  to  be  enlarged.  Thefe  were 
only  a  few  of  the  objecSions  which  he  felt  to  the  publication  of  par- 
liamentary proceedings  in  newfpapers.      It  leflened  the  dignity  of 
the  Houfe  af  Commoils  ;  it  put  the  Members  of  it  in  a  fituatioa 
in  which  they  ought  not  to  fland  ;  it  fomented  dtfcontents  throu^- 
out  the  nation  \  it  multiplied  nothing,  or  very  rarely  any  thing,  but 
that  fpecics  of  information  which   was*  deflrudlive  to  cvcty  good 
principle,  and  was  hoAile  to  the  charader  of  every  pablic  man,  or 
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individual  in  whom  public  truft  was  n^pofed.  It  produced  alfo  the 
^ncpnvenience  of  which  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  this 
motion,  but  for  reafons  he  could  not  well  underftand,  wi(hed  U) 
withdraw  it,  complained  ;  but  that  was  its  lead  evil.  But  as  the 
Houfe  had  now  the  opportunity,  (which  by  the  way  had  been  well 
to  have  occurred  (boner,)  it  ought  not  to  be  loft  ;  the  charader  of 
the  Hbufe  ought  to  be  vindicatcdj  and  the  advantage  of  the  Public 
ought  to  be  regarded.     What  courfc  the  Houfe  would  take  was  not 

-  for  him,  but  for  others,  to  determine.  He  had  no  motion  himfclf 
to  make  ;  he  left  every  thing  open  to  the  Houfe.  He  was  defirous 
of  delivering  his  fentiments  on  this  fubjef^t  b^caufe  the  occaikm 
iwhich  offered  was  not  frequent,  although  the  occalion  which  called 
for  the  animadveriion  and  decifion  of  the  Houfe  was  much  too  fre- 
quent ;  and  this  not  becaufe  gentlemen  did  not  know,  but  becatife 
they  chufe  to  abandon  their'prtvileges.  He  had  declared  his  opinion 
on  this  pradlice  of  newfpaper  reporting.  The  Houfe  would  judgic 
of  what  wa»  right  to  be  done.  He  did  not  wi(h  to  (ayany  thing 
more,  whether  the  Houfe  ought  now  to  come  to  a  decifion  of  either 
confirming  the  old  praSice  of  prohibitioni  or  of  favouring  the  re* 
taxation  of  very  modem  timcs»  •  He  had  now  no  other  duty  to  dif- 
charge  to  that  Houfe,  except  returning  thanks  for  the  indulgence 
with  which  he  had  been  heard  upon  thisoccafion. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  he  did  nor  rife  to  interrupt 
f^hat  feemed  to  be  the  general  difpofition  of  the  Houfe  for  with- 
drawing the  complaint  "now  under  confideratbn,  but  he  wi(h«d  to 
(late  diAindly  his  reafons  fur  what  he  had  faid  a  few  days  ago  re- 
Apcdling  tlie  mifreprefentation  of  the  fpecchcs  of  Members.     The 
objedl  which  t)e  had  in  view  was  to  remedy  the  evil  which  arofe 
from  the  mifreprefentation  of  what  was  faid  and  done  in  Parliament, 
f>ut  he  differed  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  below  him 
(the  Secretary  at  War)  upon  the  general  argument  refpeding  the 
publicity  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe.     He  was  not  againft  the 
pra£lice  in  Itfelf,  provided  a  fair  ftatement  could  b& given,  nor  did 
he  fee  that  any  fuch  mifchievous  confeouences  as  had  been  fuppufcd 
cpuld  rcfult  from  it.     He  could  not  titink  that  there  would  be  any 
change  in  the  nature  of  the  Government,     Neither  did  he  think 
that  the  fpirit  of  a  reprcfentaiivc  ConQicution  at  all  required  that 
the  people  fhould  never  inquire  into  the  condu^  of  their  reprefenta- 
tive  till  the  period  for  which  he  was  chofen  expired,  and  they  were 
to  proceed  to  a  new  eledlion.      It  was  the  duty  of  electors  lo  watch 
the  conduiS^  of  their  Veprefcntativc.     The  evils  arifing  from  mifre- 
prefentation of  the  proceedings  of  Parliament  ccrtiiinly  were  of  a 
fcrious  nature  but  he  did  not  think  that,  witli  aH  their  maligaancy, 
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they  had  yet  been  prododive  of  the  mirditef  which  they  might  oc- 
cation.  There  never  was  a  period  where  the  people  of  this  country 
were  more  attached  to  their  ConiKtution,  or  where  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  more  juftly  held  in  honour.  That  in  general  all 
publication  of  the.  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  was  dangerous  and  im- 
proper, he  would  not  fay.  Particular  <^calions  there  might  be, 
where  (he  delicacy  and  importance  of  a  quefliion  might  render  it 
proper  to  withhold  the  allowance,  which  in  ordinary  cafes  might  be 
granted.  Admitting,  then,  the  mifcbiefs  of  mifreprefentafions,  he 
did  not  think  that  the  praiflice  itfelf  was  fo  dangerous  or  intolerable 
9s  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  contended.  The  Houfe  iin 
conniving  at  the  pradtcc, .ought  to  referve  its  power  of  control,  and 
exercife  its  found  difcretion  as  to  the  occafions  when  it  might  relax 
in  the  rigour  of  its  orders.  So  much  he  thought  nteeflfary  to  fay, 
to  coriredl  any  miftake  that  might  arife  from  what  he  had  faid  on  a 
former  night,  as  if  he  was  decidedly  agtinft  every  fpecies  of  public- 
cation  of  the  fpeeches  and  proceedings  in  ParHaftient.  There  was 
another  point  on  which  he  muft  fay  a  few  words.  There  were  , 
fome  reports  which,  though  contradicted,  ware  apt  to  be  revived, 
and  like  ghofts  to  walk  abroad,  till  at  laft  it  was  vtrj  difficult  to  * 
lay  them.  The  other  night,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  made 
^e  prefent  complaint,  he  faid  that  the  article  muft  have  been  fent 
and  paid  for  by  fome  individual,  llie  report  of  this  debate  in  one 
of  the  papers  made  him  (Mr.  Wilberforoe)  take  that  imputation  to 
bimfelf  without  contradiCling  it ;  whereas,  he  never  did  underfhind 
or  fiippofe  that  he  was  the  perfon  alluded  to.  He. thought  that  the 
prefent,  however,  was  not  the  moment  to  enter  into  a  conteA  about 
the  particular  fubjeds  of  complaint  which  exifted.  He  hoped  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  affair  had  been  taken  up,  would  operate  as 
a  warning  in  future  to  thofe  concerned,  and  fhow  that,  whether  in 
mifreprefentation  of  fpeeches  and  proceedings  in  Parliament,  in  com- 
ments on  the  condud  of  Members,  and  on  the  Houfe  at  large,  they 
were  determined  to  vindicate  their  honour  and  their  privileges  ;  titat 
they  were  not  aduated  by  mere  perfona)  feelings,  but  influenced  by 
a  juft  regard  for  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and  for  the  prefervafion 
of  the  Conftitution. 

.  Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  exprcffcd  his  fatisfaflion  that  the 
(notion  had  been  made,  which  was  now  before  the  Houfe.  But 
he  was  of  opinion  that  it  muft  undergo  a  little  provifionary  flcp  ; 
that  is,  that  the  order  (hould  be  difchargcd,  with  the  leave  of  the 
Houfe,  -  The  only  regular  way,  he  believed,  in  which  it  could  be 
done,  was,  for  the  honourable  Member  to  a/k  leave  to  withdraw 
t)ie  Ofdcc*     The  motion  he  ihouKi  certainly  not  op|\)fc ;  and  in- 
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4ced  when  he  had  exprefled  a  wifli  that  die  (vbje€t  flunild  be  ftopped 
on  the  night  when  it  was  iirft  mentioned,  it  .was,  becaufe  be  was 
dectlively  of  opinion,  not  from  any  perfonal  feeling  with  refped  to 
himfelfy  not*ffom  what  he  fufiercd,  but  he  was  decifively  and  con- 
Icientioufly  of  opinion,  that  if  a  practice,  which  he  /bould  mention 
lo  the  Houfe,  was  allowed  to  continue,  there  would  be  an  end  almoft 
to  the  dignity  and  utility  of  their  proceedings*  The  particular  fpe- 
cies  of  libel  to  which  he  adverted  wa9  the  practice  oiF  Mcmben  of 
the  Houfe  becoming  the  libellers  of  the  Houfe.  <*  This  was  a 
pnidic^  which  (faid  the  right  honourable  gentleman)  cannot,  and, 
give  me  leave  to  fay,  (hall  not,  go  on.  If  no  one  elfe  will  take  it 
up,  I  pledge  myfelf  that  I  will,  the  firft  opportunity  that  is  fairly 
afforded,  mcf,  bring  the  offence  before  the  Houfe,  by  whom,  in  a 
regular  manner,  it  can  be  tried  ;  and  if  it  fhall  be^  found  to  be  a 
libel  upon  the  Houfe  by  one  of  its  own  Members,  fomething  muft 
be  done."  He  did  not  mean,  he  ftated,  to  dwell  upon  particular 
cafes  ;  but  he  muft  i^fer  the  Houfe  to  a  celebrated  club  where  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  thought  proper,  without  doing  it  in  the  Houfe, 
ID  go  and  libel  the  Houfe.  That  was  the  pra^ioe  of  which  be 
complained  ;  a  pradice  which  could  not  be  fuffered  to  continue, 
and  which,  he  repeated,  (hould  not  continue.  He  did  not  apply 
that  obfcrvation  to  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  but  there  was  about 
the  end  of  the  lad  feffion  of  Parliament  a  fpeech  given  in  the  papers, 
purporting'  to  be  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
now  come  forward  with  a  complaint  of  mifrcprefentation.  The 
fpeech  to  which  he  alluded  began  by  congratulating  the  honourable 
genrkmao's  conftituents  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  about  to 
adjourn*  If  the  gentlenun*s  congratulation  had  been,  that  the 
Houfe  was  about  to  adjourn  after  a  long  and  laborious  feffion,  he 
fhould  not  have  had  any  reafon  to  complain  of  it.  Biit  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  perhaps  recollefi  the  words  that  imme« 
diately  followed :  he  congratulated  the  conftituents  that  the  Houfe 
was  about  to  adjourn,  *'  for  he  never  heard  of  Parliament  being 
fummoned  to  meet  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  but  he  confidered 
that  it  was  to  meet  for  the  difpatch  of  him  and  his  conftituents." 
In  other  words,  that  the  Parliament  was  never  aflftmbled  but  for 
the  purpofe  of  bringing  grievances  upon  the  country.  Obferving, 
therefore,  the  pradice  of  libelling  the  Houfe^  he  (hould  have  been 
hurt  to  death  to  have  brought  a  poor  printer  to  the  bar  for  punifh^ 
ment,  while  he  wasconfcious  that  he  had  flept  for  months,  and  not 
brought  before  the  confideration  of  the  HoAfe  fuch  a  praAice  as 
that  to  which  he  had  alluded.  He  therefore  hoped  that  what  he 
had  faid  would  be  kept  in  Remembrance.     The  Houfe,  indcedj' 
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mighc  reft  adarcd,  that  if  it  did  not  protect  itfclf  from  libels  by  ill 
own  members,  it  would  not  be  able  to  proted  itfelf  from  the  attacks 
of  other  perfons  who  were  not  its  members.  The  reprejentatives 
of  the  people  poflefled  peculiar  privileges  ;  they  were  proteded  ia 
their  perfonsy  they  were  allowed  liberty  of  fpeech ;  but  in  return 
for  the  protection  fo  given,  for  that  liberty  of  fpeech  fo  guarded,  he 
hoped  he  was  not  drawing  an  unfair  concluiion  when  he  faid  that,  in 
ieturn'  for  thofe  privileges,  they  who  poflcfs  them  ought  not  to  ufe 
them  for  the  purpofe  of  libelling  and  calumniating  Parliament,  but 
that  they  ought  to  hold  it  up  to  the  people  as  the  grpat  fafcguard 
and  the  bulwark  of  the  country.  He  therefore  repeated  what  he 
had  before  faid,  that  if  no  other  Member  would  take  up  the  csufe 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  would  ;  and  he  Should  think  that 
he  was  performing  thegreateft  fervice  that  could  be  performed,  be- 
•aufe  he  was  doing  that  which  tended  to  prefervc  the  dignity  and 
credit  of  the  Houfe.  He  concluded  by  aflcing  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman whether  he  meant  to  withdraw  the  complaint  he  had 
made  i 

Mr.  TIERNEY  replied,  that  he  had  no  obje<Sion  to  withdraw 
the  complaint ;  but  he  did  not  fee  how  he  could  fay  that  he  had 
not  made  any  complaint.  .He  thought  flill  that  there  was  caafe ; 
but  as  he  did  not  believe  that  the  ofTcnce  was  wilfully  committed, 
be  (hould  not  prefs<the  complaint. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid  that  the  honourable  gentlctrin  had  on  a 
former  day  made  a  complaint  to  the  Houfe :  he  did  not  now  wifli 
to  perfift  ill  it,  and  if  he  expreflfed  his  readings  to  withdraw  it,  it 
would  be  the  fame  as  when  notice  of  a  morion  was  given,  which 
motion  it  was  afterwards  determined  (hould  not  be  pcriiftcd  in. 

After  fome  converfation  between  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  and  Mr. 
Percival,  Mr.  Speaker  ftated  the  mode  to  be — *^  That  the  honour- 
"  able  gentleman  having  exprefled  .a  wi(h  to  withdraw  his  com- 
^*  plaint,  the  Houfe  aiTcnted,  and  the  order  was  difcharged." 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  he  did  not  meap  now  to  enter  into 
the  general  djfcuflion,  but  ftill  be  could  not  refrain  from  alluding  to 
fome  language  which  a  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ufed  to- 
wards the  conclufionof  his  fpeech,  and  to  which  he  (hould  be  forry 
not  to  give  fome  anfwer :  at  the  fame  time  he  muft  fay,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  taken  care  that  no  fufficlent  anfwer 
could  be  given  to  it.  How  he  could  reconcile  it  to  himfelf  to  hava 
kept  fuch  a  charge  as  he  had  made  fix  months  in  his  pocket,  he  muft 
bed  beiible  to  tell.  But  he  feemed  to  come  undera  defcriptionof  men 
who  wiih  to  keep  fomething  by  them  againft  a  time  when  they  may 
^e  a|tacked  themiplves,  who  are  prepared  mthjief-effst  and  who  are 
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inore  anxious  for  themfelves,  than  fbr  the  honodr  and  dignity  of  the 
Houfe.  But  it  mnft  be  obvious  to  every  gentleman,  that  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  him  either  to  admit  or  deny  the  charge,  till  he  knew  the 
context.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  made  the  acufa- 
-tion  at  the  time  when  the  fpeech  was  ftated  to  have  been  fpoken,  or 
had  fuggefted  it  to  the  learned  gentleman  who  fat  near  him,  he 
(hould  have  known  what  to  have  done.  But  it  was  not  quite  accu- 
rate to  bring  the  charge  now  fix  months  after  the  occurrence  was 
fuppofed  to  have  taken  place,  and  after  Parliament  had  been  fitting 
two  months.  All  he  could  fay  generally  was,  that  for  whatever 
fpeeches  he  might  have  made  to  his  conftitucnts,\  he  knew  at  the 
time  he  fpoke  them,  and  he  felt  now,  that  he  was  anfwerable.  The 
fan>e  aderrion  he  was  fure  he  might  make  for  an  honourable  gen* 
tleman,  of  whom,  chough  he  had  not  feen  him  for  fome  time,  he 
ibould  never  fpcak.  without  the  higheft  refpe£^,  and  for  whom  he 
felt  the  warmeft  friendfhip.  For  that  honourable  gentleiinan  be 
could  fay  as  much,  and  he  was  fure  that  whatever  he  had  faid  he 
would  be  ready  to  anfwer  for.  But  it  was  really  placing  gentlemen 
in  a  hard  (ituation,  to  throw  out  accufalions  againft  them  for  words 
ufed  fix  months  back,  and  thofe  words  taken  upoti  the  report  of  a 
newfpaper.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  confined  him- 
felf  generally  to  the  mifchiefs  of  mifrepreientation  of  the  debates  of 
tile  Houfe,  no  man  would  be  more  ready  to  join  him  than  he 
(liould  ;  but  he  could  not  agree  in  the  idea,  that  there  ought  to  be 
no  rcprefentations  of  what  pafled  in  the  Houfe  at  all.  He  was 
fure  ir  would  be  feen  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
availed  himfelf  of  an  opportunity  of  bringing  forward  a  charge 
which  he  could  not  now  anfwer  ;  but  if  that  gentleman  would  in- 
ftitute  any  ptocecdings  which  he  might  think  fit  with  refpcdt  to  any 
thing  that  be  might  have  faid,  he  ihould  thank  him  for  it. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  he  introduced  what  he  faid 
as  the  foundation  of  the  o^nnton  which  he  (hould  give.  What  he 
fiarcd  was,  that  he  was  glad  the  motion  had  been  made,  becattfe  he 
Ibould  be  forry  to  punifb  fuch  men  after  the  opportunity  of  noticing 
fo  much  greater  offences  had  been  let  go.  In  ordinary  cafes,  pcr- 
fons  were  anfwerable  for  what  they  did  ;  but  he  contended,  that  the 
bw  was  iKn  adequate  tothe  particular  praflice  he  had  afluded  to.  Let 
axnmon  libdlers  be  left  to  the  law  of  the  land  ;  but  fome  meafurcs 
were  neceflFary  fo  he  taken,  swid  fome  powers  fhould  be  vcficd  in  the 
Houfe,  to  punrfh  fuch  of  its  Members  as  might  be  guilty  of  libelling 
the  Houfe. 

^   Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  declared,  thit  he  had  d  con- 
iiderable  degree  of  feeling  upon  the  fwbje€l ;  a  fceling  arifingfium 
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the  difficulty  of  arcertaining  what  ought  to  be  done  wfth  reference  to 
the  fcandalous  libels  that  were  publi(hed  upon  the  Houfe.  The 
learned  gentleman  proceeded  to  notice  a  paper  of  the  2 2d  of  June 
lafty  which  contained  the  report  of  a  fpeech  Aated  to  have  been 
fpokcn  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  but  which  he  would  fairly 
fay  he  did  not  think  he  had  fpoken.  If  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
he  faid,  knowing  what  had  paft,  would  not  vindicate  their  own 
honour  and  chara(E^cr,  willing  as  he  was  to  xlo  it,  they  would  re- 
member that,  whatever  he  might  do,  he  (hould  be  placed  in  the 
(ituation  of  making  an  experiment ;  it  would  be  faid  to  him,  that 
the  Houfe  felt  nothing  about  what  he  was  complaining ;  that  he 
was  the  only  Member  who  bad  made  the  complaint ;  and  that  no 
other  Member  had  thought  fit  to  do  it.  He,  therefore,  would  fay, 
diftindllyand  fairly,  that  he  hoped  the  duties  of  the  office  which  he 
pofTeffed  would  be  entrufted  to  other  h^nds  than  to  his  own,  if 
every  branch  of  the  Magiftracy  in  the  country  did  not  join  with 
him  in  putting  an  end  to  that  fyftem  which  had  been  at  work  for 
four  years  to  deftroy  the  Conftitution,  and  to  do  ic  by  means  of  de-> 
grading  the  Houfe.  Why  did  he  ftate  this  ?  Could  it  be  a  fource 
of  fatisfadion  to  him  to  prefs  individuals  with  profecutions,  if  he 
were  not  fatisfied  that  his  public  duty  required  him  to  do  fo } 
Could  it  be  a  fource  of  comfort  to  him,  that  many  men,  who 
wifhed  well  to  him,  fliould  complain  of  the  tardinefs  and  inadivity 
of  the  Attorney  General  in  profecuting,  when  they  themfelves  were 
reading  the  moil  fcandalous  libels  on  the  Houfe,  and  yet  not  an 
individual  (lepped  forward  to  punifh  them  r  He  went  into  Courts 
of  Judice,  and  though  he  could  not  regularly  allude  to  what  had 
been  faid  to  Juries,  he  found  the  firft  obftacle  to  profecution  was, 
what  do  you  mean  by  htjnting  down  thefe  perfons  ?  He  would 
venture  therefore  to  fay,  that  if  one  out  of  a  hundred  failed,  it  was 
upon  this  ground,  that  the  twelve  men  who  were  bound  to  fay  what 
was  the  character  of  the  paper  brought  before  them,  recolle<9ed  that 
not  one  of  the  558  Members  of  whom  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
was  compofed  had  ever  complained  of  the  libel  in  queftion.  He 
dated  this,  becaufe  he  felt  it  as  a  pcrfonal  bardihip  upon  himfelf. 
Why,  then,  he  ^i(hed  gentlemen  to  confidcr  a  little,  and  to  fay, 
whdt  ought  to  be  done  in  profecutions  with  reference  to  what  were 
libels  upon  the  Houfe.  He  had  already  dated  what  he  mud  con- 
lider  to  be  an  infamous  libel  upon  the  honourable  gentleman,  be- 
caufe he  would  not  believe  that  any  man,  who  had  fpoken  fuch 
words,  could  come  forward  with  any  complaint ;  but  if  the  Houfe 
chofe  to  fay  that  their  Members,  indead  of  doing  their  duty  in  the 
Vol.  YH.  3  Q^ 


482  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

Houfe,  ihould  go  to  alehoufcs  in  Covent  garden,  and  ftate  what 
tHe  ncwfpapers  had  reprefented  them  to  dare,  he  would  fay,  fairly 
and  diftin6\ly,  that  no  man  ferving  His  Majefty  as  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, could  ferve  him  with  cfTeid,  if  the  Houfe  endured  the  publication 
of  fuch  fpceches  as  the  fpceches  of  their  own  Members.  Such 
proceedings  it  was  incumbent  upon  the  Houfe  to  reprefs ;  for  if  they 
tolerated  them,  it  muft  not  be  imputed  as  blame  to  him  that  he  was 
unable  to  reprefs  them  in  fubordinate  (ituations.  It  was  with  re- 
ference to  the  motion  which  had  been  made  thSt  he  dated  thefe 
things.  He  knew  he  had  been  blamed  for  profecuting  too  much  ; 
that  charge,  however,  he  bore  without  the  lead  uneafinefs,  becaufc 
he  bad  profecuted  no  man  until  he  had  exercifed  a  fevere  and  pa- 
tient judgement  before  he  did  profccute.  But  with  refpefl  to  thofc 
who  blamed  him  for  not  profecuting  enough,  he  had  to  fay  to  them^ 
that  it  was  their  fault,  and  not  his,  that  he  had  not  profecuted  more. 
Having  Qated  this,  he  had  to  fay  for  one,  that  he  felt  infinite  fatis- 
fadion  in  hearing  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  deter- 
mined to  take  into  coniideration  what  ought  to  be  done  with  refer- 
ence to  thefe  publications  ;  and  he  felt  the  more  fatisfadtion,  be- 
caufe  it  was  not  for  the  honour  and  judice  of  the  Houfe,  that  other 
perfons  would  be  profecuted  for  libels,  if  the  Houfe  would  not  no- 
tice the  libels  upon  it  by  its  own  Members.  In'  the  determination 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  made,  he  would  follow 
him  to  the  utmoft  ;  and  he  would  conclude  what  he  had  to  fay  by 
obferving,  that  if  th^  Houfe  would  take  care  of  the  cbnduiS)  of  its 
Members,  the  fubje£ls  of  this  country,  who  had  found  out  that  the 
principles  which  the  meafures  of  the  Houfe  had  reprefled  tended 
only  to  deftroy  the  happinefs  of  all  nations — the  fubjefts  of  this 
country,  he  believed,  if  the  Houfe  would  "put  an  end  to  the  pro- 
ceedings he  had  alluded  to,  would  be  moft  thankful  for  it,  and 
would  heartily  co-operate  with  them  in  producing  the  wi(hed-for 
tffca. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  wilbed  gentlemen  to  recolleft  that  he  never 
had  complained  of  this  ftatement  as  a  libel.  He  complained  of  it 
as  a  mutilated  datement,  the  infertion  of  which  he  verily  believed 
had  been  paid  for.  This  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  political  con- 
du&  of  this  or  that  gentleman.  What  he  ftated  exprefsly  was, 
that  it  might  tend  to  embroil  individuals.  He  would,  however, 
withdraw  the  complaint,  but  with  one  more  proteft,— that  it  was 
not  with  any  idea  of  compromife  whatever.  He  withdrew  the 
complaint,  from  a  convidlion  that  the  offence,  with  rcfpedt  to  the 
printer  of  the  paper  allucjed  to,  was  not  intendonal. 
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Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  if  he  could  conceive  that 
any  thing  he  had  faid  gave  an  idea  of  a  compromife,  he  begged  leaVe 
to  difclaim  in  the  moft  pointed  manner  any  fuch  ftatement. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  affirmed  that  he  muft  enter 
his  proteft  agajnft  the  opinion  expreflfed  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, that'the  infcrtbn  of  the  (latement  had  been  paid  for.  For 
fuch  an  iniinuatton  no  ground  had  been  dated.  Another  thing 
likewife  be  wiflied  to  proteft  againft  was,  that  there  was  any  com- 
promife  ;  that  this  was  a  mifreprefentation.  He  had  read  it,  and 
he  would  aflert  it  to  be  a  fairer  reprefentation  than  had  been  given 
in  any  other  paper,  and  particularly  in  the  paper  alluded  to  in  the 
ftatement. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  the  learned  gentleman  fccmed  almoft 
to  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  withdraw  the  complaint.  He  had 
grounds  which  fatisfied  his  mind,  that  it  ^as  not  the  report  of  the 
perfons  who  reported  regularly  for  The  Times.  He  could  alTurc  the 
learned  gentleman  alfo,  upon  his  honour,  that  he  had  grounds, 
which  led  him  to  fufpe£t  that  the  inTertion  of  the  account  was 
paid  for. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  remarked,  that  the  Houfc 
would  recoiled,  that  an  honourable  Member  had  faid,  it  had  been 
attributed  to  him.  The  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  l\im  had 
not  denied,  that  he  meant  it  to  be  attributed  to  his  honourable 
friend.  If,  he  faid,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  attribute  it  to  him,  in 
that  cafe,  he  had  not  a  word  more  to  fay. 

Mr., TIERNEY  replied,  that  the  learned  gentleman  would 
have  done  better  to  have  afked  the  queftion  firft.  For  his  own  part, 
he  was  fure  that  the  honourable  Member  knew  he  did  not  mean  to 
attribute  it  to  him,  and  therefore  had  never  afked  him  th^  queftion. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  another 
matter.  What  had  been  alluded  to  hitherto  bad  been  a  mifreprefen- 
tation of  the  proceedings  of  the»Houfe.  What  he  meant,  how- 
ever, to  allude  to  now  was,  a  circumftance  which  the  Houfe  would 
confider  as  an  aggravation  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  or,  at  leaft,  as 
malkious— -he  meant  the  arraigning  of  the  condud  of  gentlemen. 
Every  Member  knew  that  it  was  diforderly,  even  in  the  Houfe,  to 
attribute  particular  motives  to  gentlemen  -  far  more  diforderly  to 
attribute  bafe  or  bad  motives.  It  fo  happened,  that  a  paragraph 
appeared  in  a  daily  paper,  imputing  to  him  no  other  motives  than 
felfifh  ones  for  his  oppofition  to  the  bill  which  was  now  pafTmg 
through  the  Houfe.  Two  or  three  days  after  it  appeared,  a  tax- 
gatherer,  for  whom  hofent,  called  upon  him.  He  was  fpeaking  to 
him  of  the  iticonveniences  that  might  arife  from  the  exaggerations  of 

SO./* 
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gentlcmen*&  fortunes.  The  tax-gatherer  had  faid,  that  perhaps  he 
was  not  aware  of  what  had  been  inferted  with  refpe<St  to  himfelf. 
Though  he  meant  to  make  no  complaint,  yet  he  wifhed  to  (late  a 
few  things,  from  a  regard  to  what  was  due  to  his  own  character. 
The  paragraph  was  as  follows : 

<^  Mr.  William  Smith,  who  fpoke  at  fuch  length,  and  with  fuch 
"  elegant  eloquence^  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  is  pretty  well  known 
**  to  poiTefs  a  fortune  of,  at  lead,  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  per 
*'  annum,  acquired  by  commerce." 

This  exaggerated  (latement  of  his  fortune  he  conceived  to  be 
infamous,  becaufe  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  believed  that  particular 
duties  were  attached  to  large  fortunes,  and  becaufe,  if  a  man  had  » 
larger  fortune  than  he  was  thought  to  pofl[efs,  the  world  would  be 
induced  to  think  that  he  was  deficient  in  difchai]ging  thofe  duties 
which  he  ought  to  perform.     The  paragraph  then  went  on : 

<<  The  afTeiTed  taxes  of  this  gentleman  do  not  exceed  three  bun- 
^'  dred  pounds  per  annum  ;  a  Wronger  inftance  need  not  be  named 
*'  in  proof  that  expenditure  is  not  the  criterion  of  income ;  and 
"  that  the  mode  (to  which  Mr.  Smith  fo  ftrongly  objedls)  in  the 
'<  new  bill  is  the  fairefl  and  moft  equal  plan  to  obtain  the  fum  re- 
"  quired  for  the  defence  of  the  country."  ' 

He  thought  it  his  duty  to  (late  thus  publicly,  that  every  word 
afferted  in  the  paragraph  was  a  diredl  falfehood,  and  a  malicioiis 
one,  as  would  appear  from ,  the  infinuation  that  followed.  The 
writer  of  the  paragraph,  in  the  firft  place,  chofe  to  aflfert  a  diicd 
falfehood  with  refped  to  his  fortune,  the  amount  of  which  he 
could  not  know  ;  and  next,  a  falfehood  with  refped  to  the  amount 
of  his  tax,  which  he  might  have  known.  The  paragraph  con* 
eluded  as  follows : 

''  Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  the  moft  violent  of  the  ieeeders :  his 

coming  to  the  Houfe  on  Friday,  and  exerting  himfelf  fo  firongly 

in  oppolition  to  the  bill,  is  of  courfe  to  be  attributed  folely  to  a 

fenfe  of  public  duty." 

The  inuendo,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  was,  that  he  did  attend  folely 
from  a  fenfe  of  private  intereft.  The  whole  of  the  paragraph  he 
treated  with  too  much  contempt  to  make  a  formal  complaint  of; 
but  (liil  he  thought  it  was  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  himfelf  publicly 
to  contradiS  it.  With  refpc£l  to  mifreprefentations  of  what  he 
had  faid  with  refped  to  this  bill,  he  had  feen  fome  ;  but  as  he  con* 
fidered  them  to  be  flips  from  hafte,  he  had  not  thought  proper  to 
notice  them.  This,  paragraph,  however^  he  did  not  coniider  in 
that  light ;  he  viewed  it  as  grofs  a  breach  of  privilege^  as  if  words 
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had  been  put  into  his  mouth  diredly  contriTy  to  what  he  had 
fpoken. 

The  complaint  w^s  then  withdrawn,  ,and 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Income  Bill. 

Mr.  NICHOLS  rofe  to  oppofe  the  meafure,  as  introducing  a  . 
new  mode  of  taxation.  One  of  the  arguments  which  had  been 
urged  a3  a  defence  of  this  meafure  was,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  had  been  accuftomed  to  taxes  upon  income,  and  the  land 
tax  had  been  mentioned  a;  an  inftance  of  a  tax  upon  income. 
There  w^s,  however,  this  material  diflerence  between  the  tax  in 
quedion  and  the  land  tax  ;  that  the  latter  was  a  tax  upon  viflble  in- 
come, whereas  the  former  was  upon  fuppofed  income.  But  there 
was  another  material  diflerence  between  thefe  two  taxes.  In  laying 
on  the  land  tax,  great  care  was  taken  that  the  fubje<5l  (hould  not  be 
brought  into  conteft  with  the  Government.  The  fum  to  be  raifed 
was  laid  upon  the  country  generally,  and  then  it  was  fubdivided 
among  the  different  diftrid^s.  When  any  difpute  arofe,  the  indi- 
vidual had  his  fellow-fubjed  and  not  Government  to  contend  with. 

This  was  a  wife  provifion  of  our  'anceftors,  becaufe  they  knew 
that  fuch  contcfts  were  not  confiftent  with  civil  liberty.  It  appeared 
to  him,  that  the  Tribunal  which  was  to  decide  upon  difputed  quef- 
tions,  was  one  that  muA  be  devoted  to  Government.  It  was  abfurd 
to  fuppofe  that  country  gentlemen  could  be  converted  into  executors 
of  revenue  ;  they  could  not,  unlefs  they  laid  afide  their  liberality 
and  their  friendfhip.  But  it  appeared  to  him  of  very  little  confe- 
quence  how  the  Tribunal  was  now  conftituted,  becaufe  they  had 
granted  one  tenth  of  their  income,  they  muft  agree  to  the  means  of 
railing  it ;  the  Minifler  would  come  another  year  and  fay,  '^  My 
mechanifm  is  not  complete  ;  you  muil  give  me  the  means  of  car- 
rying the  principle  to  which  you  have  agreed  into  execution."  This  ^ 
would  be  a  fair  demand  on  the  part  of  the  Minifler,  and  he  did  not 
fee  how  th^y  could  refufe  it. 

This  meafure  not  only  expofed  individuals  to  a  conteil  with  Go- 
vernment, which,  he  contended,  (hould  always  be  avoided,  but  it 
harafTed  and  fubdued-  him  before  he  entered  into  that  conteft  :  it 
made  him  expofe  his  vulnerable  parts  by  difclofing  his  (ituation. 
The  people  had  a  right  to  examine  into  the'  conduct  of  Govern- 
ment ;  but  he  wifhed  to  know  how  they  could  exercife  that  right 
when  every  individual  was  at  the  mercy  of  Government  ?  What 
was  the  objedl  of  this  bill  r  It  had  been  termed  a  falvage,  which 
the  people  were  to  pay  for  the  proteflion  of  the  remainder  of  their 
property.     It  fcemed  to  him  to  have  been   reforted  to  merely  to 
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avoid  the  inconvenience  of  a  loan.  He  had  no  hefitation  in  fay- 
ing, he  thought  a  loan  would  be  the  better  way  of  railing  the 
money  ;  if  it  were  Res  Integra^  he  (hould,  perhaps,  be  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion.  The  funds  were  now  higher  than  when  fome  of  the 
former  loans  were  made.  With  refpe6t  to  the  finking  fund,  he 
faid  it  was  calculated  to  incrcafc  the  public  debt,  which  had,  in  fad^ 
been  doubled  (ince  it  was  eilabliflied.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman did  not  feem  to  confider  the  difference  between  the  Commif- 
iionersof  the  land  tax  and  the  Commiffioncrs  under  this  bill ;  in 
the  one  cafe  they  a6led  in  a  friendly  way  between  the  parties  who 
might  happen  to  difpute  ;  in  the  other,  they  were  the  extorters  of 
the  taxes,  and  this  was  an  employment  which  country  gentlemen 
could  not  condcfcend  to.  The  MiniAer  had  brought  in  this  bill 
with  a  great  deal  of  art — it  Appeared  to  fpare  the  lower  and  higher 
orders  of  people  ;  but  with  refpeft  to  the  former,  though  in  the  firft 
iilftance  they  were  exempted,  yet  they  would  ultimately  feel  it.  But 
the  higher  orders  were  really  fpared  ;  he  faw  no  reafon  why  a 
man  of  i  ool.  did  not  pay  equal  to  a  man  of  200I.  a  year,  a  fum  of 
^bol.  (hould  pay  in  the  fame  proportion  with  a  man  of  20, cool,  a 
a  year.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  his  bill 
would  not  compel  a  difclofure. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  regular 
in  coniidering  this  bill  as  the  meafure  of  the  Minider,  it  was  the 
meafurc  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr. .NICHOLS  continued:  he  faid  the  bill  would  certainly 
enforce  a  difclofure,  and  he  did  not  think  any  reliance  was  to  be 
placed  upon  the  promife  of  fecrecy.  He  confidered  this  bill  as  a 
deep  wound  upon  the  Cotifiitution,  and  upon  that  ground  ihould 
give  his  vote  againft  it. 

On  the  quefiion  being  again  pvt  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
.  bill, 

Mr,  ABBOTT  rpfe  to  declare  his  pcrfcft  approbation  of  the 
meafure,  in  which  opinion  of  it  he  faid  he  was  happy  in  not  (land- 
ing alone,  as  a  very  great  majority  of  the  people  of  the  country  had 
manifcfted  their  public  fpirit,  and  the  juft  fcnfe  they  entertained  of 
the  caufe  they  were  embarked  in,  by  highly  approving  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  and  acknowledging  the  found  jwlicy  of  railing  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  fupplics  within  the  year.  Among  thofc 
pcrfons  who  ftood  foremoft  in  the  fupport  of  the  meafure,  were  to 
be  reckoned  a  dcfcription  of  perfons,  who,  from  their  habits  and  oc- 
cupations in  life,  Ihould  be  fuppofcd  to  be  the  nioft  converfant  in 
the  financial  concerns  of  the  country — he  meant  the  leading  mer- 
cantile and  monicd  men  in  the  metropolis.     Thefe  had  not  only  ^ 
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alTented  to  the  meafure,  but  declared  tlieir  opinions,  that  inconic 
was  one  of  the  moft  proper  obje<9s  of  taxation — and  on  the  general 
principle  that  all  income  (bould  be  rated  as  it  was  found,  without  a 
reference  to  particular  cafes — and,  indeed,  it  was  on  this  principle 
that  all  modes  of  diredl  taxation  whatfoever  operated.  As  a  ftriking 
inftance  of  this,  let  gentlemen  confider  the  principle  of  the  Poor's 
Laws,  they  operated  precifely  as  the -bill  in  queftion  profefled  to  do ; 
and  the  principle  of  the  Poor's  Laws  was  never  yet  called  in  guef- 
tion.  One  of  the  prominent  features  of  the  meafure  was  the  in- 
creaiing  fcale  from  a  low  beginning  up  to  a  certain  amount,  by 
which  it  was  to  afFeft  income  ;  and  by  the  peculiar  mode  laid  down, 
'  the  poorer  claiTes  in  fociety  were  wholly  exempted.  To  the  princi- 
ples of  the  bill,  ieveral  precedents  in  the  hi  (lory  of  the  country 
clearly  applied,  exclufive  of  that  generally  adopted  throughout  the 
Poor's  Laws ;  for  inftance,  the  Poll  Tax  in  the  reign  of  King  Wil- 
liam, the 'principle  was  dire£lly  the  fame,  though  not  the  mode  of 
operation,  as  in  the  latter  ;  the  tax  increafed  not  in  proportion  to 
the  incomes  of  individuals,  but  to  the  fcale  of  rank.  This  laft 
principle,  however,  being  latterly  abrogated  in  the  country,  and  for 
folid  reafons,  for  nothing,  in  his  mind,  tended  fo  much  to  the  well 
beit^  of  a  State,  as  a  proper  diftindlion  of  rank,  which'  a  principle 
of  taxing  in  a  proportion,  increafed  according  to  the  elevation  of 
rank,  would  tend  too  much  to  level  and  contbund  ;  and  no  part  of 
fociety,  he  obferved,  was  fo  much  benefited  by  a  gradation  in  rank 
and  an  inequality  of  property  as  the  very  poorer  orders,  as  it  was  by 
pcrfons  of  extcnfive  properties  ocexalted  rank  that^hey  were  chiefly 
employed. 

Another  peculiar  feature  and  leading  excellence  "in  the  bill  was, 
its  being  more  comprehenfive  in  its  operation  than  former  plans  of 
taxation  on  a  (imilar  principle,  and  lefs  liable  to  obje<9ion  than  thefe 
in  any  of  its  details.  It  aflTorded  the  beft  fpecies  of  relief  againfl 
the  poflibkoppreflion  of  any  of  thofe  who  might  adl  under  its  autho- 
rity, and  eveiy  poflible  regard  was  paid  to  the  feelings  of  indi- 
viduals. Befides,  the  mode  of  colledlion  prefcribed  by  it  was  eco- 
nomical beyond  any  former  example.  The  proviiions  in  the  bill, 
which  went  to  implicate  the  property  of  abfenrees,  were  defcrving 
of  muctv  commendation,  and  calculated  to  render  a  fpecies  of  pro- 
perty fepviceable  to  the  State,  which  hitherto  had  not  contributed  its 
due  (hare.  Indeed,  this  principle  (we  under ftood  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  fay)  was  not  carried  fa»  enough ;  he  faw  no  reafon 
why  the  property  of  foreigners  refident  abroad  (hould  not  be  taxed  ; 
and  why  fuch  perfpns  (hould  be  exempted  fn^m  paying  their  quota 
to  the  fupport  of  that  State  in  which  their  properties  wcrb  afiigned 
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prote^Siony  to  a  degree  far  beyond  what  any  other  country  in  the 
world  coulfd  afford ;  much,  he  obfcrved,  had  been  faid  of  the  un- 
conDitutionalicy  of  this  meafufe ;  and  this  idea  was  grounded  by 
gentlemen  who  advanced  it  in  three  parts  of  the  billy  which  might 
lead  to  a difclofure  of  property.  To  affert  that  any  meafure.was 
unconflitutional,  created  a  degree  of  popular  anxiety,  and  the -atten- 
tion of  the  Public  was  direiied  to  the  warmeft  fupportcrs  and  op- 
pofers  of  fuch  meafurcs  ;  but  it  was  eafy  ro  affert,  that  any  parti* 
cular  meafure  was  unconftitutional.  It  were  not  fo  eafy,  however, 
to  ftate  any  fpecific  grounds  for  fuch  affcrtions.  Could  a  fpccific 
ftandard  be  erefled,  whereby  it  could  be  judged  what  meafurcs  were 
conftitutional  and  what  were  not  ?  A  meafure  might  be  called  un- 
confiitutional  which  gave  new  powers  to  the  Crown  wherewith  to 
opprefs  the  fubjeit ;  but  were  any  fuch  afforded  by  the  prefcnt  mea- 
fure? Certainly  not!  •  Rather  the  contrary.  In  former  plans  of 
taxation,  the  Commiffioners  for  levying  fuch  taxes  were  appointed 
by  the  Crown.  In  ,the  prcfent  inftance  they  were  in  certain  cafes, 
to  a  degree,  at  leaft,  appointed  by  Parliament ;  and  where  they 
were  not,  the  appointment  Fcftcd  in  the  Grand  Juries,  a  quarter 
which  could  not  give  any  juft  grounds  for  popular  alarm.  There 
were  feveral  modifications  made  by  the  Houfc  in  the  posycrs  to  be 
granted  to  the  Commiffioners  under  this  bill ;  all  which  tended  to 
render  the  meafure  more  beneficial  to  the  fubjedt.  No  perfon  was 
compelled  by  the  bill  to  an  involuntary  ftatcment  of  his  income 
upon  oath — neither  was  any  individual  to  berefufed  a  hearing  upon 
his  oath.  The  appellant  jurifdid^ion  granted  by  the  bill,  was  alfo 
the  theme  of  much  rcprehenfion ;  but  for  this  he  faw  no  juft 
grounds.  Tht  principle  pervaded  the  general  fyftem  of  our  jurif- 
prudcnce,  and  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  power  of  appeal  Ihould  not 
be  equally  extended  ;  were  intereftsj  where  the  public  fafety  was  in- 
volved, to  be  lefs  confidercd  than  thofe  of  individuals?  If  not,  then 
the  regulation  was  perfc<5^1y  right — fuch  a  provifion  was  neccffary 
in  numberlefs  points  of  view  ;  for  while  men  were  men,  perpetual 
grounds  of  complaint  would  arife.  However,  no  new  power  was 
afforded  to  the  Crown  by  any  of  the  provifions  of  the  bUl.  With 
rcfpedl  to  thefe  parts  of  the  bill  which  might  lead  to  a  difclofure,  he 
regarded  them  in  a  very  different  light  from  gentlemen  at  the  other 
fide  ;  the  unncceffary  cry  raifed  againft  them  was  founded  rn  preju- 
dice, and  might  be  attended  with  mifchievous  effeds  ;  at  the  fame 
time  he  was  aware  of  the  confiderations  deeply  rooted  in  the  minds 
of  commercial  men  on  thofe  points;  thcfe,  certainly,  ought  to  be 
regarded  with  tenderncfs,  and  every  proper  precaution  was  wifely 
taken  on  that  head.     With  rcfpedl  to  difclofure  in  general,  every 
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prapet  degree  of  cztt  was  taken.     An  oath  of  fecrefy  tieas  required 
frpm  thofe  peifons  who  were  to  adminifter  that  part  of  the  bill ;  and 
what  more  folcmn  obligation  could  be  impofed  ?     Bcfide,  this  prin- 
ciple of  dirclofure  was  by  no  means  anomalous  to  the  Briti(h  law. 
Were  gentlemen  aware  of  the  widely- extended  fyftem  of  difclofurc 
which  prevailed  in  Scotland  for  more  than  two  centuries  paft,  and 
in  Ireland  for,  at  lead,  one  century,  where  every  defcription  of  landed 
property  was  regiftered,  with  all  its  various  circumftances,  and  opea 
to  the  infpedHon  of  every  individual  ?     To  come  nearer— Was  it 
not  known  that  the  like  fyftem  prevailed  in  the  two  richeft  and 
mod  populous  counties  in  England,  York(hire   and    Middlcfex^ 
where  mortgages,  and  the  various  incumbrances  upon  landed  pro- 
perty, were  rcgil^cred,  and  which  any  mati  might   fee  every  day  ? 
Did  not  this  principle  of  difclofure  prevail  generally  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  throughout  the  United  States  of  America  ?     Why  then 
was  fuch  a  limited  contingent  and  eventual  e^^poiition  of  property^ 
as  was  ordained  by  the  bill,  fo  loudly  complained  of  ?     He  certainly 
was   not  partial  to  a  Republican  form  of  Government,   but  one 
of  the  prevailing    traits  of  that  fyftem    was,   a  jealoufy   of  the' 
Executive  Power  in  the  lead  degree  interpofing  in  the  concerns  of 
private  individuals.     Notwithd^nding  this,  the  Americans  thought 
proper,  after  two  years  deliberation,  to  eftablifti  a  general  rcgiftry  of 
^  property  throughout  their  entire  ftates.     It  was  partially  adopted  in 
England  in  the  prefent  day,  and  had  formerly  more  generally  ob- 
tained in  England  ;  and  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  praclicc  of  duT 
anceftors,  and  of  neighbouring  countries,  (huuld  be  cavilled  at  in  the 
prefent  inftance.     With    refpc6t  to  commercial  concerns,  a  degree 
of  delicacy  (hould  obtain,;  and  in  this  view  the  trading  and  manu- 
fa^ring  intercfts   were  entitled  to  fomc  favour.     However,    in 
Ireland,  by  zA  of  Parliament,  perfons  of  thofe  dcfcriptions  were 
not  exempt  from   regiftering  their  fecurities.     It  was  the  cuftooi 
of  perfons  in  the  moft  ordinary  concerns  to  look  to  the  right  and 
left  for  the  bcft  fecurities,  and  to  caufe  every  poffibic  difclofuTC  to 
be  made.     Why  then,  he  would   again   a(k,   fhould  fuch  violent 
f)bje61ions  be  made  to  difclofure  in  the  prefent  inOancc,  and  in  a  cafe 
where  every  poflible  guard  and  fhicld  was  made  ufe  of  againft  its 
being  injurious  to  individual^  ?      Upon  a  general  view  of  the  mea-_ 
fure,  he  faid,   he  was  rejoiced,  and  congratulated  the  country  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  period,  at  which  a  mcafure  fo  replete  with  benefit 
to  the  public,   was  propofcd   to  Parliament ;  it  was  calculated  to 
produce  the  happieft  efilfts,  and  to  involve  a  progrcflive  degree  of 
financial  benefit,  iimilar  to  the  operations  of  a  linking  fund,  which 
afis  in  an  accelerated  rafio  ;  it  would  prevent  the  incrcafc  of  pcr- 
You  VII.  3  R 
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Aianeht  taxation,  and  in  tbat  way  aid  the  operations  of  the  plan 
which  was  laid  down  to  countera^l,  beyond  a  pertain  amount,  the 
extcnfion  of  the  public  debt.  The  mode  of  carrying  the  meafure 
into  eSe&  would  neccfTarily  be  improved  on  experiment.  As  a 
war  tax  he  regarded  the  meafure  in  the  moil  favourable  point  of 
view ;  and  its  domeilic  effeds  muft  tend  to  iticreafe  the  national 
cnerg\',  in  bringing  the  war  to  a  fpecdy  and  honourable  conclufion. 

Mr.  TIERN£Y  obferved,  that  he  agreed  with  an  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  fpoken  early  in  the  debate,  (Mr.  Nichols],  that 
the  meafurcof  railing  the  fupplics  within  the' year  was  dcfirable,  as 
an  ab()ra6i  principle,  inafmuch  as  it  would  tend  to  prevent  the  peo- 
ple from  being  eafily  led  into  expcnfive  wars  ;  the  qutftion  however 
at  prcfent,  he  confidcrcd  to  be  a  very  different  one — It  was  merely 
whether  the  bill  prefcntcd  the  bed  mode  of  raifir^z  pnrt  of  the  fup- 
plies  within  thejcarornot  ?  He  had  no  hefitation  in  deciding  in 
the  negative-  He/hould  prefer  the  funding  fyftcm  ;  aftd  thought 
it  his  duty  to  protcft  againft  the  prefcnt  meafure.  He  was  aware  of 
the  effedl  a  loan  mud  have  on  the  funds  \  bat  he  did  not  regard  that 
as  a  ferious  objeflion — He  knew  that  the  national  credit  c»}uld  be 
afFcfled  but  very  (lightly  by  artificial  fncans.  Nothing  could  ma- 
terially raife  it  but  public .  confidence,  and  incrcafing  profperity  ; 
but  the  mifchicfs  to  be  apprehended  by  a  depreciation  of  tJ^c  funds 
of  6  or  7  per  cent,  could  not  be  put  into  ctm.pr,.tition  with  the 
evils  to  be  dreaded  from  a  meafure  fo  pregnant  with  mifchief  as 
that  under  difcuflioh  :  that  material  confideration  was  not  mow  the 
prefcnt  qucftion,  but  whctlicr  or  not  the  mode  propoftd  was  the  bcft 
poffible  pradlicable  one  of  raifing  part  of  the  fupplics  within  the 
year. 

With  refpet^t  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  idea  that  the  nrHxfc 
of  taxation  in  queflion  did  nor  proceed  upon  a  new  principle  ;  he 
would  contend  the  principle,  ftriflly  fpeaking,  was  ne\\'.  He  be- 
lieved no  precedent  could  be  found,  where  men  were  compellable 
to  ftatc  upon  oath  what  they  were  able  to  pay.  Somctlung  like  it, 
however,  had  occurred  durijig  the  Adniiniftration  of  Cardinal  WoN 
fey  ;  but  the  meafure  was  regarded  by  Iiillorians  as  a  violent  ftretch 
of  arbitrary  power.  With  regard  to  the  Poll  Tax,  the  Iimilitude 
did  not  hold  good  ;  in  that  cafe  a  perfon  had  a  certain  given  fum 
to  pay,  and  no  more — the  account  was  arbitrarily  levied,  but  then 
the  fum  was  clearly  defined,  and  no  difclofure  was  ncceffary. 
Speaking  of  difclofure,  he  faid,  he  knew  an  inflance  in  the  affair 
of  the  alfefled  taxps  laft  year,  where  a  man  paid  upwards  of  a'ool. 
nu)re  than  perhaps  he  would  be  obliged,  fooner  than  fwear  to  his 
income— and  he  apprehended  that  many  cafes  of  the  kind  would 
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arife  un^er  the  propofcd  mcafurc.     He  quoted  Lord  Coke's  fcnti- 
ments  upon  nesv- invented  modes  of  taxation,  or,   in  the  language 
of  that  venerable  lawyer,  "  New  inventions  of  Subfidies."     How- 
ever, it  appeared  that  thefe  new  modes  of  taxation  gave  rife  to  four 
rebellions  in  the  country,  and  in  one  of  thofc  the  Lord  Chalkcellor, 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury, 
were  dcftroycd.     The  attempt  to  extort  revenue  by  a  difclofure  of 
property  upon  oath  was  never  made  but  by  Wolfcy.     In, the  pre- 
ceding reign,  that  of  Henry  Vllth,  a  meafure  not  diflimilar  was 
reforted  to.     It  was    commonly  called    "  Lord  Chancellor  Mor-* 
ton's  dilemma."     The  diredioil  given   for  the  levying  of  the  tax 
generally  ran  to  this  efFedt — if  a  man  lives  on  a  faving  plan,  you 
are  to  confider  him  a$  poffeffcd  'of  property  in  confequence  of  his' 
economy.     If  he  lives  extravagahtly-^why  then  that  is  certainly  a 
proof  of  his  having  fomethjng — [Much  laughing]  a  confiderable 
degree  of  difficulty  would  arife  in  eAimating  with  accuracy  the  in« 
come  of  rhofe  called  mifers.     He  would  fuppofe  there  were  3,000 
of  thefe  in  the  kingdom  j  it  would  be  almoft  impoflible  to  iatisfy 
the  furveyor  of  the  income  of  thefe  perfons  on  account  of  their  re- 
putation  for  wealth.     Another  difficulty   would  arife,  derivable 
from  the  plan  of  laft  year,  many  cafes  obtaiifed- where  a  man  of  not 
more  than*2,oool.  perann.  paid  between  4  and  500I.  aflelTed  taxes ; 
this  would  afibrd  a  plaoiible  reafon  to  the  CommifTioners  for  confi-' 
dering  fuch  perfon's  annual  income  to  be  confiderably  greater.     It 
might  be  alledged  againft  him,  that-  he  would   not  have  paid  {o- 
much  if  he  could  not  afford  it,  when  it  was  in  his  power  to  have 
paid  lefs  ;  thefe  were  but  a  few  among  the  ferious  and  weighty  ob- 
jedions  which  applied  to  the  bill.     He  was  convinced  that  a  lefs 
objedlionable  mode  could  ealily  be  found.      It  was  little  to  fay  in 
favour  of  the  meafure,  that  precedents  could  be  found  for  it,  and  the 
word  of  times  reforted  to  as  the  periods  ;  but  he  averred  that  no  di- 
rcA  precedent  could  be  found  for  the  difclofure  of  jncome  upon  oath. 
There  was  a  particular  mode  of  levying  money,  which  obtained  iii 
the  early  part  of  our  hiftory,  and  which  mode  he  would  recommend 
to  the  confideration  of  the  Maniion-houfc  Committee;  a  fet  of  gen* 
tlemen,   who  were  fo  forward  in  recommending  the  prefent  plan; 
The  mode  he  alluded  to  was  called  tfi^e  J^ews'  Rdnfom  ;  it  was  that 
a  Tooth  was  drawn  every  day  from  certain  perfons  of  that  perfuafion, 
until  they  paid  the  tax  impofcd  upon  them.     One  Jew  at  Briftol, 
was  fo  obftinate  as  to  have  iix  or  fcvcn  teeth  drawn  before  he  paid  ; 
at  lal\  his  refolution  failed,  and  the  required  fum  was  paid  by  him. 
This  pioccfs,  he  rather  imagined,  would  ill  agree  n^itb  feme  gentle- 
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men  of  the  ManHon-houfe  GommUtee— ^hcy  would  feci  the  tShBtB 
of  it>  perhaps  with  peculiar  fe verity. 

With  regard  to  the  queftion  of  a  general  taK  upon  inconne,  be 
Cerioufly  objeSed  to  it,  and  on  the  ground  chiefly  that  all  income 
was  not  difpofable  property.  The  principle  that  every  nsan  flioul^ 
contribute  accorcfii^g  to  his  nieans,  he  approved ;  but  income  vaa  a 
very  inadequate  criterion  of  thofe.  The  difference  between  incocncs 
was  too  obvious  to  need  contending  for.  A  perfixi  po&fling  per** 
loanenc  and  independent  income  might  fpend  what  portion  of  it  he 
chafe,  without  injury  to  his  heirs ;  but  that  refuhing  from  perfenal 
induihry,  or  from  profeffions,  was  very  diflferent ;  it  was  necefSny 
H  part  of  tlie  incpfnes  of  thefe  defcriptions  (hould  be  laid  by  to  guard 
ag^ind  the  evil  day,  as  a  provifion  for  old  9gtf  and  to  obviate  the 
confequence  of  perfonal  accidents  or  infirmity*  It  was  on  this 
broad  and  obvious  principle  that  he  objefied  to  a  general  tax  o{ioa 
income. 

It  was  faidy  that  perfons  embarked  in  trade  fliould  be  ^vouraUy 
confidered,  ainl  yet,  perhaps  more  than  any  other,  fuch  peifone  could 
bed  reimburfe  themfelves.     The  neceflaries  of  life  tmA  be  had. 
What  could,  retrain  an  advance  in  price  upon  thofe»  to  a  degree  by 
which  the  dealer  could  repay  himfelf  i     By  fuch  pradlices  the  dea* 
ler  would  pay  his  tythe  of  income  out  of  the  remaining  9  i  oths  of 
the  confumer^— fuch  would  precifcly  be  the  tffcQ,     It  was  repeat- 
edly fetd,  that  a  gentleman  fliould  riot  clamoroufly  objefl  agatnft  a 
tax,  unlefs  he  was  provided  with  a  better  to  6ibflitute  in  its  room. 
If  this  principle  were  pu(hed  to  the  full  extent,  very  little  objedion 
pould  be  made  to  the  majority  of  fchentes.     However  he  thoo^t 
that  any  gentleman  might  properly  fuggcft  an  idea  or  throw  out  a 
hint  on  thofe  points.     In  this  view  he  would  fay,  that  the  plan  oT 
laft  jear  of  increaiing  the  afitlTed  taxeii^  might  be  a  better  expedicDt 
than  the  prefent.     That  mcafure  had  hardly  a  fair  trial.     It  might 
be  very  polTible  to  improve  upon  the  plan,  fo  as  to  make  it  produce 
the  expeded  fum  ;  then  why  not  try  it,  modified  and  improved,  for 
another  year  ?     He  never  desired  of  Hie  refources  of  the  country 
v— It  Aill  poiTefled  abundance.    The  deficiency  to  vihich  the  affeflSed 
taxes  might  be  liable,  below  the  ten  millions  required,  in  the  pre* 
(ent  year,  could,  he  thought,  be  eafily  provided — A  tax  upon  cer- 
tain commodities  might  be  kvicd,  particularly  upon  fugar,  from 
which  a  large  revenue  might  be  derived,  and  with  the  additional 
advantage  (now  that  wc  generally  fopplicd  the  Continent  with  the 
article)  of  drawing  it  from  the  purfes  of  other  nations  ;  there  were 
alfo  a  variety  of  articles  of  luxury  which  ipight  properly  be  taxed— 
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In  (horty  many  moda  might  be  reforted  to^  free  from  the  great 
'  and  crying  objefiions  to  which  a  general  tax  upon  income  was 
liable. 

It  was  not  only  to  the  general  principle  of  the  meafure  that  he 
was  oppofedy  fevcral  of  the  piovifions  of  the  bill  were  equally  ob» 
jcSionable— -the  mode  of  coUcding  was  one  of  its  word  features. 
The  particular  dtredion  with  which  the  merchant^  of  a  particular 
{dace  were  treated  was  ohjedionable.  Should  not  Miniflcrs  en- 
deavour to  put  thofc  of  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  upon  the  fame 
footing?  The  cafe  of  gentlemen  of  landed  properties  was,,  in 
ipany  inftances,  peculiarly  hard.  Let  their  licuattons  with  refpedt 
to  mortgTiges  be  confidered,  and  the  various  evils  which  might  befet 
them  therefrom^  in  the  event  of  a  diiclofure.  Many  gentlemen  of 
that  defer! pcion,  in  confequence  of  youthful  errors  and  extrava- 
gancies, were  deeply  involved,  the  cffeAs  of  a  difcloTure  on  fuch 
perfons  were  obvious.  On  the  fpor  of  the  moment,  all  their  cr&- 
cKtors  ought  come  upon  them.  To  all  this  it  might  be  objefied, 
that  a  general  difclofure  was  only  neceffiiry,  and  not  a  detailed  ex- 
pofition-— hot  even  againft  difdofore  of  any  kind,  high  prgucficcs 
obtained,  and  he  would  fay,  that  popular  prejudices  ihould  be  re- 
fpeded  where  they  were  not  injurious  to  the  community — and  at 
any  rate,  another  mode  (hould  be  tried  to  render  difclofure  unnecet 
iary— that  confideration  alone  he  thought  flwold  dehy  the  progrels 
of  the  bill ;  and  even  the  feelings  of  a  laigc  clafs  of  men  (hould  not 
he  hort  in  confequence  of  a  hurry  in  carrying  th^  bill  through  the 
Houfe.  He  requefted  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  turn  his 
attention  to  a  lefs  objectionable  mode  of  proceeding  with  refped  to 
that  deicription  of  gentlemen. 

When  he  confidered  how  perfons  in  trade  were  favoured  beyond 
gentlemen  of  landed  property,  his  anxiety  was  the  greater  :  their 
diiclofure s  were  to  be  chiefly  made  to  perfons  who  might  be  faid  to 
be  cleiSed  by  themfelves,  and  who,  of  courfe,  muff  be  fuppofed  to 
poficisa  kind  of  fellow  feeling  with  them.  Yet  even  tbefe  perfons 
who  were  to  decide  on  the  cafes  of  men  in  trade,  would  be  found  to 
lie  under  fome  diftculties.  Some  of  them,  for  inftance,  (Bank  Dt- 
Fe£brs,)  wouM  have  a  double  duty :  they  were  to  invcftigate  the 
afiairs  of  certain  commercial  peribns,  in  the  one  cafe,  and  immcdi* 
aiely  after  might  be  called  upon  to  advife  with  their  brother  Direc- 
ipors  as  to  the  propriety  of  difcounring  fuch  perfons*  bills;  they  might 
have  a  derangennent  of  the  circumi^ances  of  an  individual  to  wit* 
ncfs,  and  almoft  at  the  fame  moment  to  pronounce  in  another 
quarter,  whetbet  or  not  it  was  proper  to  lend  money  to  fuch  a 
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pcrfon.     He  wifhed   gentlemen  to  confider  of  a  cafe  which 
more  than  poflfible. 

Another  ferious  objc6lion  which  (Iruck  againftTertain  provifions 
of  the  bill  was,  the  liabih'ty  of  individuals  to  charges  of  perjury, 
and  the  trials  for  that  offence.     It  was  faid,  that  innocence  would 
be  a  fufiicient  guard  agsunft  thefe :  this  he  doubted  — and  would 
fuppofe  the  cafe,  that  in  the  firft  giving  In  of  the  fchedule,  a  militia 
qualification  of  looi.  a  year,  or  any  amount,  (hould  appear  therein^ 
a^  part  of  a  gentleman's  real   income,    this  might  be  done  in- 
advertently ;  no    wilful  *  deception    could   be  intended,  and     yet 
fuch  might  literally  fubjed  the  perfon  to  the  charge  of  perjury. 
What  mud  be  the  feelings  of  an   innocent  man  on  fuch  an  occa- 
fion  ?— So  far  the  bill  operated  to  the  produdiion  of  revenue  by  the 
dread  of  corporeal  punifliment ;  he  woul4  again  pur  the  cafe  to  the 
coniideration  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  hoping  he  would 
turn  in  his  mind,  and  endeavour  to  find  a  more  lenient  mode.    He 
had  no  doubt  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  thought  that  now 
propofed,  the  beft  poffible  one  at  the  time  he  adopted  it.      In  that 
.view  he  would  give  him  full  credit  for  honcfty  of  intention ! 

He  alfo  difapprovcd  of  the  meafure,  keeping  flill  in  view  the 
mode  of  coUeding  the  tax ;  not  only  for  the  power  jt  would  throw 
into  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  by  empowering  its  officers  to  pry  into 
the  fecret  affairs  of  individuals,  but  on  account  of  the  ver}'  great 
number  of  fpies  it  muft  neceffarily  encourage,   for  the  purpofe  of 
affording  information  to  the  Commiffionerfi,  &c.  of  the  afiairs  of 
individuals,  and  which,  in  many  cafes,  could  be  done  only  throt^h 
the  medium  of  clerks,  confidential  fervants,   and  fuch  perfons. 
A  certain  gratuity  was  beftowablc,  he  undcrftood,  on  the  furveyors, 
in  certain  cafes,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  CommiiTioncrs,  by 
the  Trcafury.     He  aiked,  whether  there  was  a  reftridUon  6n  the 
Treafury  from  beftowii^  fuch  gratuity  without  the  recommendation 
of  the  Commiffioners  r — He  then  proceeded  to  detail  a  variety  of 
objed^ions  againf^  thofe  parts  of  the  bill,  and  expreffed  his  fears  that 
one  of  the  worO  eifedls  of  the  meafure  would  be,  that  it  would  de- 
firoy  Britifh  feelings,  and  render  their  couQtry  Icfs  dear  to  Englifh- 
men,  by  abridging  their  comforts  in  it.     The  numberlefe  emigra* 
tions  which  mud  eiifue  from  a  continuance  of.  fuch  a  fydem,  and 
which  eventually  mud  infpire  the  enemy  with  fredi  hopes.   It  would 
diffufc,  he  faid,  mutual  didrud  among  individuals  in  every  dafs  of 
fociety,   and  tend  to  dedroy  the  peculiar  affedtion  which  firitons 
hitherto  always  poflcffed  for  their  native  country. 

Mr.  PATTEN  exprcffed  his  decided  approbation  of  ihe  mea- 
fure.  It  arofc,  he  faid,  from  the  unanimous  fentimcnt  of  all  public- 
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fpiritcd  meiiy  and  dieir  wi(h  to  prefecute,  to  an  honourably  conclu- 
fion,  a  juft  and  neccflary  war,  originating  in  the  aggrcflions  of  an 
invetcfate  enemy.  It  was  no  convulfive  effort  of  expiring 'finance  to 
carry  on  the  war  for  another  year  ;  but  the  genuine  tribute  of  a  p^ 
triotic  people  in  fupport  of  a  ConAitution,  and  an  order  of  \hingS9 
under  which  they  pofTeflfcd  fu(^i  ineftimable  advantages;  It  arofe 
from  the  quick  fenfe  of  British  feeling  at  feeing  the  national  honour 
infulted  ;  and  it  exhibited  fuch  a  manifci^anon  of  public  fpiric 
throughout  the  nation,  which  muft  chill  the  hopes  of  an  inveterate 
enemy.  To  a  certain  degree,  however,  he  agreed  with  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  in  faying,  that  perfons  of  landed  property  were 
placed  in  a  rather  hard  fituation,  and  the  circumftanccs  he  thought 
worthy  of  the  confidcration  of  the  Houfe.  Bui  he  might  fcout  th^ 
idea  of  another  honourable  gentleman,  who  faid,  that  the  Qommif- 
(ioners,  previous  to  their  elcdlion,  mu(l  be  perfons  devoted  to  the 
intercfts  of  Government.  The  jealoufy  of  the  Houfe  would  have 
guarded  again  A  that,  even  were  provifions  propofed  which  could 
lead 'to  fuch  a  fupplitioo. 

Mr.  NICHOLS  fpoke  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  general  principle  of  the 
meafurc  had  been  fo  frequenrly  and  fully  debated,  and  had  been  fo 
ably  and  eloquently  ftatcd  by  his  learned  friend  who  had  juft  fat 
down,  that  be  felt  it  pcrfccSly  unneceffary  to  fay  any  thing  fo  that 
point.  But  vihat  he  wiflicd  to  notice  was  fimplytliis:  The  Ik)- 
nourable  gentleman,  in  language  very  flattering  to  him,  had  made  a 
ftatement  which  was  not  quitS  fo  flattering.  He  had  ftated,  that  it 
remained  only  with  him  to  find  means  which  (hould  prevent  the 
nccefiity  of  a  difclofure,  and  he  attributed  a  hardncfs  of  heart  to  him 
that  he  would  not  take  that  trouble.  If  he,  however,  had  that  apa- 
thy in  him,  he  could  not  have  overlooked  that  point,  for  His  attention 
bad  been  called  to  it  by  frequent  difcufTion.  If  he  did  not,^  there* 
fore,  attempt  to  find  any  mode,  it  was  not  becaufc  he  had  not  at- 
tended to  the  thing,  but  becaufe  the  arguments  he  then  ufed  had  fa- 
tisfied  the  Houfe  that  it  was  not  fit  nor  right  to  be  done."  .He  did 
ftate  a  mode  for  commercial  men  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Houfe.  There  were  details  \vhich  required  the  minuteft  accuracy. 
It  was,  in  fome  degree,  neceflfary  to  appoint  CommifTioners  capable 
of  inveftigating  fuch  minutiae.  But  that  could  beR  be  extended  to 
the  cafe  of  local  CommifTioners,  fo  far  as  to  the  praflicability  ;  but 
bcfides  that,  he  flated  as  an  argument,  upon  which  he  ftrongly  re- 
lied, that  reafons  there  did  not  operate  againft  publicity ;  and  he 
thought  it  was  important  that  all  the  world  fliould  know,  that  the 
jich  paid  the  tax^  and  that  there  was  no  cvafion  :  therefore,  both 
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en  the  grounds  of  its  impradiciybilicy,  and  ftill  more  of  its  impio- 
priety,  he  was  againft  it. 

Si»  JAMES  PULTENEY  thought  it  very  dcfirable  that  the 
<laufe  refpedling  diiclofure  in  cornmercidl  men  might  with  grea^ 
cafcj  be  extended  to  the  cafe  of  landed  gentlemen.  He  thought  it 
was  extremely  hard  upon  them  that  they  (hould  be  put  in  a  worfe 
fituation  than  commercial  men  ;  he  thought  it  was  making  an  in- 
vidious dillind^ion>  Whatever  might  be  faid  of  the  unwillingncfs 
of  men  to  difckife  their  incumeyitwas  a  deep-rooted  prejudice,  and 
ought  to  be  treated  with  refped,  efpecialiy  as  we  were  now  en- 
gaged in  a  dreadful  conflict  to  fupport  what  many  people  called 
prejudices. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  Weft- India  merchants, 
and  faidy  he  was  fure  that  they  would  not  have  objc£led  to  adtf- 
clofure,  if  it  had  been  required  of  them. 

Mr.  PERCIVAL  faid,  he  (hould  not  fay  any  thi^  to  the  ge- 
neral principle  which  had  been  univerfally  approved  of,  but  he 
could  not  refrain  from  one  or  two  obfervadons  upon  what  had  fallen 
'from  others.  The  honourable  Baronet  had  been  a  fupporter  of  the 
bill,  and  therefore  his  obje£lions  defervcd  refped.  He  fccmed  to 
be  very  averfe  to  any  difclofure  ;  but  furely  the  very  defedl  of  the 
mcafure  of  laft  year  was  a  want  of  publicity,  and  therefore  it  be- 
came ncccffary  to  refort  to  the  prefent  one.  He  felt  regret,  that 
from  any  cfrcumftances  it  (hould  become  nece(rary  to  (heher  any 
clafs  of  men  ;  but  where  the  fame  arguments  did  not  apply,-  it 
could  not  be  ncceffary  to  extend  the  indulgence.  He  frit  that 
great  advantages  could  refult  from  publicity ;  it  would  (hew  that 
there  were  no  evaCions,  but  that  every  man  paid  his  due  (hare.  An 
honourable  gentleman  had  regarded  the  manner  in  w^ich  this  mea- 
ftire  might  affedl  the  enemy ;  he  did  not  agree  with  him  \  he 
thought  it  would  have  a  con(;derable  tSc6t  in  our  favour  with  the 
enemy.  It  was  well  known  that  they  built  their  greateft  hopes  in 
being  able  to  dcftroy  our  funded  fyftem  ;  and  this  meafure  would 
fhew  them  that  we  were  able  to  go  on  without  adding  to  our.  per- 
manent debt.  Even  admitting  that  the  meafure  trenched  upon 
our  private  comforts,  what  muft  the  enemy  think  of  us,  when  they 
faw  the  bill  unanimoufly  adopted  by  the  country,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  five  or  iix  gentlemen  \p  that  Houfe,  and,  perhaps,  as  many 
out  of  doors  ?  Tlierc  was  one  circum(lafice  of  novelty  in  the  aiga- 
mcnt  of  to-night,  which  he  could  not  pafs  over  unnoticed,  whidi 
was,  (he  recommendation  of  a  farther  trial  of  the  A(refled  Taxes, 
with  forae  amendments  ;  but  he  could  not  help  rccollcdiing,  that 
the  fame  arguments  and  the  fame  warmth  Were  tirged  againft  the 


Die.  3t.]  D£BATES.  497 

ftA  of  laft  year,  as  were  now  ufed  againft  the  prefent  bill.  la 
the  coorfe  of  the  next  year,  perhaps,  this  mcafure  might  become 
the  favourite.     . 

Mr.- WILLIAM  SMITH  faid,*if  his  honourable  friend 
oppofed  the  Afleflfed  Taxes  iaft  year,  there  was  no  inconfidency  in 
his  preferring  them  to  the  prefent  meafure,  becaufe  the  inconveni- 
ences which  they  induced,  though  great,  might  be  lefs.  The  bill', 
he  admitted,  was  much  improved  by  the  modifications,  but  ftill  the 
radical  defeA  of  inequality  remained  ;  for  this  reafon,  therefore,  he 
muft  perfevere  in  his  oppofition  to  it.  Mr.  Smith  then  repeated 
fereralofhis  former  ai^guments,  and  concluded  with  obfervingi 
that  the  prefent  meafure  would  throw  more  influence  into  the  hands 
of  the  Executive  Power,  than  any  for  a  long  time  rcfortcd  to. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  adverted  to  the  hopes  of  the 
enemy  to  ruin  us  by  the  deftrudlion  of  our  funding  fyftcm.  He 
argued  from  thence  the  necefiity  of  railing  the  fupplies  within  the 
year,  as  the  moft  eiFedual  means  of  banifhing  fuch  hopes,  and 
proved,  by  its  oompartfon  with  every  other  fpecies,  that  the  prefent 
mode  wa^  the  leaft  objedionable. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  an  eq^ual  tax  ort 
income  was  univerfally  approved  of  iaft  feflTton,  when  tRe  AflTefled 
Taxes  were  under  confideration.  That  expenditure  had  proved  an 
unfair  criterion,  and  that  we  had  now  refortcd  X6  income  itfelf,  and 
therefore  were  in  no  danger  of  being  milled  by  the  fallacy  of  the 
rule  which  governed  the  a£t  of  Iaft  felTion. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT  fpoke  on  the  fame  fide. 

Mr.  TYRWHITT  made  a  neat  and  fenfible  fpcech  in  fupport 
of  the  bill. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill — Ayes,  93  ; 
Noes,  2. 

A  number  of  new  claufes  and  amendments  were  gone  through^ 
ind  read  a  third  time,  when 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  as  there  were  more  claufes 
to  be  confidered,  and  fome  amendments  in  the  body  of  the  bill, 
which  were  not  likely  to  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe  ; 
and  as  the  night  was  then  far  advanced,  it  might  be  better  to  poft- 
pone  them  till  to-morrow,  when  hewlQicd  the  Houfe  would  meet 
at  three  o'clock  prccifely,  to  proceed  farther  in  the  third  rending  of 
the  claufes  and  amendments.  He  hoped  the  bill  might  then  be 
pafled  in  time  to  go  up  to  the  Lords  the  fame  day. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  put  the  queftion  upon  adjourning  the  farther 
Confideration  of  che  bilL 
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Sir  G.  P.  TURNER  wilhcd  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
toconfider  of  fome  abatements  to  ladies  with^fmall  incomes,  fuch 
as  widows  living  on  fmall  annuities,  &c. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  including  the 
mafters  of  fchools  apd  academies,  in  the  dedudions  to  be  allowed 
to  (hopkccpers  and  retail  dealers.  To  this  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt 
feemed  to  a  (Tent. 

Sir  James  Pulteney  was  going  to  propofe  fome  verbal-  amend- 
ments in  the  body  of  the  bill,  when  Mr.  Speaker  faid,  that 
this  was  not  the  proper  time ;  iince,  if  any  fuch  were  now  made^ 
they  would,  by  the  rules  of  the  Houfe,  exclude  other  amendments 
from  the  preceding  parts  of  the  bill. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  wifhed  to  know,  whether  the 
officers  of  the  Exchequer  were  to  forego  their  fees  on  the  money 
arifing  from  this  bill.  Such  a  meafure  had  been  talked  of  on  the 
Triple-affeffment  Bill.  He  alfo  wifhed-  to  know  who  were  to 
affefs  the  infpedlors  and  furveyors  ?  The  bill  made  no  proviiion 
in  this  refpedt. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  there  was  no  particular  reafon  fat 
the  officers  of  the  Exchequer  furrcndering  their  fees  on  the  money 
arifing  from  this  bill,  more  than  if  it  arofe  in  any  other  way.  Their 
fees  were  not  on  the  receipt,  but  on  the  iiTuc  of  the  moneys  and  it 
Mould  nrrake  no  difterence  to  them,  whether  the  fum  of  ten  millions 
were  raifed  by  this  bill,  or  by  a  loan.  With  refpc6t  to  the  aflefT- 
ment  of  furveyors  and  infpedlors,  that  was  certainly  a  fit  matter  of 
ctmfideration,  though  they  would  probably  be  pcrfons  of  fo  fmall 
income  as  to  render  it  a  fubje6\  of  no  great  importance.  Perhaps 
the  beil  way  would  be,  to  order  their  aflelTments  to  be  made  by  the 
Commiflioners. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  thought  what  had  fallen  from  Sir  W.  Pulteney 
had  not  been  rightly  underftood.  Under  the  Triple-aflefTmcnt 
Bill,  a  provifion  was  made  to  receive  voluntary  contributions,  and 
certain  perfons,  particularly  gentlemen  in  office,  had  engaged  to  pay 
a  fifth  of  their  income.  He  wifhed  to  know,  whether  thefe  regula- 
tions were  flill  toexift  in  refp€<5i  to  this  bill  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  all  thcTriple-affefTmcnt  Bill 
would  Itill  exifl,  and  be  in  full*fbrce,  except  only  fuch  parts  as  were 
repealed  by  the  prefent  meafure,  of  which  the  raifing  the  triple 
^afTefTment  was  the  principal.  Gentlemen  might  therefore  make 
voluntary  contributions  as  formerly,  and  thofe  in  office  might  give 
juft  as  much  as  they  pleafed,  above  the  ten  per  cent,  exadcd  by -the 
bill.*  But  he  did  not  conceive  they  were  bound  to  py  a  fifth  now, 
as  they  had  done  formerly.     Their  excefs  of  payment  under  the 
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other  bill  was  ma<fe  in  conf<fquence  of  the  emergency  of  the  cafe, 
and  to  fupply  the  deficiencies  that,  upon  a  calculation,  might  arife 
by  cvafions  or  otherwire  of  the  fum  expcdled  to  be  nfifcd.  The 
fame  circumftances  did  not  now  exift  ;  and  it  would  be  unreafon- 
able  to  fuppofcy  that  becaufe  fome  gentlemen  had  paid  a  fifth 
when  others  paid  none  at  all,  they  ihould  therefore  continue  the 
fame  payments  when  -  an  equal  to  ten  per  cent,  was  levied.  Still, 
however,  they  were  at  liberty  on  this  point  to  follow  iJicir  own  in- 
clinations. 

The  queflion  of  adjournment  pafled. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  gave  notice,  that  he  ftould  take  the  chair  pre- 
cifely  at  ihrfcc  t)*clock  on  the  following  day,  when  he  hoped  there 
would  be  a  fuiEcient  attendance  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to 
bufinefs. 

s. 

Tuefday^  January  I,  1799. 

On  petition  for  the  enclofure  of  fome  open  land, 
$ir  W.  DOLBEN  took  occafion  to  obferve,  that  the  growth  of 
timber  was  an  obje£l  of  great  national  importance  as  it  regarded  the 
navyw  He  was  forry  to  obferve,  that  timber  was  not  planted  in  the 
grounds  which  had  been  enclofed  of  late  years  by  the  authority  of 
Parliament,  and  that,  in  that  particular,  the  public  intereft  had 
been  negleded.  He  wifhed  to  fee  an  order  made  in  the  Houfe, 
that  when  fifty  acres  and  upwards  fhould  be  allowed  to  be  inclofed 
by  Parliament,  a  proportionable  quantity  of  fuch  land  fhould  be 
allotted  for  the  growth  of  timber  for  the  navy. 

Honourable  Mr.  PIERREPOINT  approved  highly  of  -the 
fentiments  jud  uttered  by  the  honourable  Baronet,  and  hoped  to  fee 
them  adopted  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  to  take 
iiito  farther  confideration  the  Income  Bill. 

A  number  of  verbal  amendments  were  propofed  by  Mr.  Chan-* 
cellor  PITT,  and  adopted  by  the  Houfe. 

Sir  G.  P.  TURNER  propofed  art  amendment  to  one  of  the 
claufes,   for  the  purpofc  of  providing  that  of  the  income  of  any 
widow  or  fpinfter,  up  to  the  fum  of  300I.  a  year>  no  more  than 
one-twentieth  be  taken  by  this  bill. 
The  amendment  was  rejefled. 

Sir  J.  PULTENEY,  after  taking  a  general  view  of  the  bill  as 
it  afFe£ted  landed  proprietors  and  commercial  men,  maintained  the 
propriety  of  allowing  to  the  landed  intcred  the  fame  advantage  of 
fecrecy  from  the  alTcilor  with  regard  to  the  difclofure  of  income  as 
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was  allowed  to  commercial  perfons,  and  for  that  purpofe  he  moved 
an  amendment  in  the  claule  which  includes  the  oath,  &c. 

This  amendment  was  fupported  by  Sir  W.  Pulteney  and  .Mr. 
Jones  ;  and  oppofed  by  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt|  who  retained  tbe  ob- 
jedions  he  had  formerly  urged  againft  it ;  and  alio  by  Mr.  Simeon, 
whoy  although  he  once  approved  of  the  general  principle  of  the 
amendment,  was  now  convinced  of  its  daxiger,  if  not  unprafika- 
bility. 

The  amendment  was  put  and  negatived. 

A  number  of  other  verbal  amendments  were  then  propofed  by 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  and  adopted  by  the  Houfe. 


Wednejdayy  January  2. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  having  obferved  a  notice  was 
given  that  a  motion  would  be  niade  after  the  holidays  to  take  into 
confideration  the  (latemcnts  made  rcfpcding  the  prifoh  of  Cold- bath 
Fields,  it  would  be  ncccffar}'  to  lay  before  the  Houfc  fuch  docu- 
ments as  would  give  it  information  upon  that  fuhje6^,  and  prepare 
It  for  difcuflion.  He  therefore  moved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  His  Majefty,  praying  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
give  diredions  for  laying  before  the  Houfe  a  copy  of  an  affidavit 
of  the  keeper  of  the  p^ifon  in  Cold-bath  Fields,  taken  before 
Richard  Ford,  Efq.  oh  the  31ft  of  December  laft,  and  alio  the 
letter  written  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  by  His  Majefty's 
command,  in  confequence  thereof ;  which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved  the  order  of  the  day  to  take  into 
farther  confideration  the  Income  Bill,  which  being  read,  feveral 
verbal  amendments  were  agreed  to ;  aiid  there  being  not  a  fingle 
claufe  offered  as  a[  rider  to  the  engrolTment ;  the  queftion  was  put 
that  this  bill  do  pafs. — Ordered, 

And  that  Mr.  John  Smith  do  carry  it  to  the  Lords,  and  defire 
their  concurrence. 

Thurfdajt  January  3. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  counted  the  Houfe  at  four  o'clock,  and  there 
being  prefent  oiUy  feventeen  Members,  an  adjournment  took  place 
of.  courfe. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday f  y^nuary  4» 

JLord  GRENVILLE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third 
reeding  of  the  bill  for  fufpending  the  Habeas* Corpus  h&  \-  which 
being  read, 

The  Earl  of  SUFFOLK  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  necefiary  that 
Minifters  (hould  have  ailigned  fome  reafon  for  this  bill  before  they 
propofed  it  to  the  Houfe ;  he  wanted  to  know  what  they  had  to 
alledge  in  that  particular  ?  Tb  bring  forward  a  meafure,  at  all 
times  grievous,  .without  any  necefTity  for  it,  was  highly  unjuft  ;  and 
of  the  ncccflity  of  it,  there  was  no  proof  given  by  His  Majefty's 
MiniAers.  At  the  fame  time  he  acknowledged,  i\\^X  if  the  State 
was  in  danger,  the  prefcnt  meafure  ought  to  be  adopted  ;  his  opinion 
of  the  necefTity  of  it  was  to  be  guided  by  the  evidence  that  might 
be  adduced,  or  arguments  urged  in  its  favour :  but  he  rofe  chiefly 
to  obfervc,  that  if  Minifters  were'  to  be  cntrufted  with  fuch  a  power 
as  this  bill  would  confer  upon  theip,  they  ought,  at  all  events,  and 
in  all  cafes,  to  ufe  it  with  lenity  and  moderation ;  and  here  his 
Lord(hip  faid,  he  was  led  to  reflect  on  the  cafe  of  a  gentleman  who 
he  had  not  feen  for  feventeen  years ;  a  man,  he  would  venture  to 
fay^  of  as  amiable  manners  and  worthy  difpofition  as  any  he  ever 
knew.  The  gentleman  to  whom  he  alluded  was  Colonel  Defpard. 
He  knew  tliat  gentleman,  and  another  officer  of  great  merit,  whom 
the  noble  Earl  mentioned,  but  whofe  name  we  did  not  diftindlly 
hear  ;  he  knew  them  in  the  fervice  abroad,  when  his  Lord(hip  had  a 
command  of  brigade.  He  had  frequent  occafions  to  convcrfe  with 
Colonel  Defpard,  and  he  was  convinced,  from  all  he  faw  of  him, 
that  he  was  a  man  of  an  amiable  and  excellent  difpofition,  equal  to 
any  he  ever  knew  in  his  life.  Indeed,  the  noble  Earl  faid,  it  was 
not  until  very  lately  that  he  knew  that  Colonel  Defpard  was  in  the 
iituation  which  he  is,  and  he  only  happened  to  learn  it  a  few  days 
ago  in  converfation  ;  ^nd  he  now  really  knew  ver}'  little  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  that  gentleman,  and  that  little  he  derived^  from  the  informa- 
tion of  others ;  and  therefore,  if  he  (liould  happen  to  (late  any  thing 
that  was  not  correal,  he  hoped  he  (hould  be  excufed  ;  and,  indeed, 
he  hoped  that  fon^  of  the  information  he  had  received  was  not 
true.  The  information  was,  that  Colonel  Defpard  was  very 
feverely  treated  in  the  prifon  in  which  he  is  now  confined  ;  tliat  he 
was  kept  in  a  cell  ctf  feven  feet  fquare,  without  fire,  without  li^ht. 
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and  without  any  thing  to  red  upon  but  a  truckle  bed.  He  did  nor,  * 
however,  know  this  to  be  true ;  he  only  (fated  it  upon  the  infor- 
mation of  others.  If  true,  it  was  a  very  hard  cafe — a  gentleman 
of  fuch  rank  and  charaAer  to  be  thus  treated,  was  that  which  could 
not  be  juilified.  There^was  no  fpecific  charge  againft  him  ;  and 
it  was  fai(i,  that  he  was  thus  confined,  and  had  been  fo  for  fix 
months.  He  would  appeal  to  the  humanity  of  the  noble  Secretary  of 
State ;  and  he  would  aKo  appeal  to  the  humanity  of  all  their  Lord- 
(hips,  and  afk,  whether  this  was  a  fituation  in  which  a  gentleman 
of  the  rank  and  charad^cr  of  Colonel  Defpard  (bould  be  placed  ?  He 
wifticd  to  know,  whether  this  was  a  fpccies  of  confinement  fit  for  a 
gentleman  of  fuch  a  charav^er,  and  againd  whom  there,  was  no 
crime  alledged.  His  Lordfhip  fa  id,  he  underftood  that  the  brother 
of  Colonel  Defpard  was  fome  time  ago  taken  up  and  kept  ;n  con- 
finement for  about  fix  weeks.  He  infifted  that  he  had  not  been 
guilty  of  any  crime,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  be  fet  at  liberty ;  after 
which  h^  was  told  there  was  no  charge  againd  hiiYi,  for  that  it  was 
his  brother  Government  wanted.  Thefe  points  the  noble  Earl 
mentioned  only  on  the  information  of  otheris,  and  he  hoped  they 
were  not  true  to  the  extent  they  had  been  related  to  him  :  and  if 
they  were,  he  hoped  that  care  would  be  taken  to  moderate  them  in 
future,  as  well  as  to  make  a  mild  ufe  of  the  power  which  Govern- 
ment pofieflcd  in  thefe  particulars. 

Having  faid  this,  he  would  venture  to  introduce  another  matter 
before  their  Lordfliips,  not  indeed  imiftediately  conncdled  with  the 
fubje£i  before  the  Houfc,  but  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  come  naturally 
into  view  when  any  meafure  was  confidered  that  had  any  reference 
to  confpiracy  for  treafon.  Perhaps  he  might  again  be  abufed  for 
what  he  was  about  to  do,  as  he  had  been  for  what  he  did,  in  fome 
of  the  newfpapers ;  he  alluded  to  the  evidence  he  gave  on  the  trial 
of  O'Connor  at  Maidfione.  He  wifhed  to  clear  himfelf  from  any 
imputation  that  had  been  cad  upon  him  upon  that  fubjedt.  He  had 
indeed  been  wantonly  and  cruelly  abufed  for  the  evidence  he  gave 
upon  that  occafion.  He  was  in  Scotland  three  or  four  months  ago; 
and  there  he  faw  a  charafler  of  the  £arl  of  Suffolk  as  one  of  the  wit- 
nefifes  for  O'Connor,  in  which  he  was  moft  wantonly  and  moft 
grofsly  libelled,  and  in  which  it  was  made  to  appear  as  if  be  had 
been  the  intimate  acquaintance  of  O'Connor.  Now  he  did  upon 
his  honour  moft  folemnly  declare  that  he  never  had  any  converfation 
with  O'Connor,  except  that  about  eleven  years  ago,  and  he  faid  then 
what  he  faid  now,  that  from  that  converfation  he  was  of  opinion 
that  he  never  met  with  a  more  gentlemanlike  man  in  his  life,  and 
Ivc  never  heard  from  him  a  fcntiment  that  would  not  do  honour  to 
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any  man  in  England.  At  that  time  he  was  not  above  twentjr-one 
years  of  age.  He  believed  alfo  that^  he  dated  he  faw  him  two  or 
three  times  in  company  with  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  Earl  of 
Motra>  and  another  gentleman,  for  whofe  name  and  charad^er  he 
had  not  loft  his  refpe£t  on  account  of  the  difTerence  that  of  late  fub- 
lifted  between  them  upon  political  points — he  meant  the  late  Mr. 
Serjeant  Adair  ;  and  there  he  faw  nothing  that  induced  him  to 
change  hi»  opinion  rcfpefling  O'Connor.  His  evidence  was  after- 
wards  tortured  and  mifreprcfented  in  fome  of  the  papers  devoted  to 
the  intereft  of  Government,  and  he  was  treated  in  a  manner  of  which 
His  Majefty's  Minifters,  he  hoped,  were  aftiamed.  So  much  was 
he  from  having  any  defire  to  overftate  any  thing  on  that  trial,  that 
when  the  prifoner's  attorney  came  to  aik  him  what  was  the  fubftance 
of  his  evidence,  he  inlifted  on  feeing  the  brief  that  was  to  contain 
the  queftions  that  were  to  be  put  to  him  by  the  prifoner's  counfel, 
and  he  direfied  every  thing  to  be  left  out  of  the  brief  except  that  to 
which  he  could  depofe  as  far  as  it  regarded  himfelf.  He  really  ftated 
thefe  things  becaufe  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  contradict  fo  many 
libels  which  had  gone  abroad  againft  him  on  account  of  the  evidence 
which  he  gave  at  Maidftonc.  He  ftated  to  Lord  Hopeton  what  he 
had  now  ftated  to  their  Lordftiips ;  and  that  noble  Lord  had  faid 
he  was  much  obliged  to  him,  for  that  the  libels  which  had  gone 
abroad  upon  this  fubjed  had  made  a  very  unfavourable  impreftion. 
He  ftiould  not  trouble  the  Houfe  any  farther  upon  the  fubjc6l : 
what  he  had  faid  he  conceived  to  be  nccelfary  for  the  vindication 
of  his  own  honour.  He.begged  only  to  make  one  more  obfervatton 
on  the  cafe  of  Colonel  Defpard  :  it  was  not  to  the  confincmei^t  only 
of  Colonel  Defpard  that  he  objeded  (although  that  was  hard,  if 
there  was  no  fpecific  charge  againft  him),  but  alfo  to  the  manner  of 
his  confinement :  fuch  a  meafur^  was  grievous  to  the  fubjedt :  it 
might  be  the  cafe  of  any  other  man  in  the  kingdom.  If  thefe 
things  were  to  be  done  without  any  reafon  for  them,  no  man  can 
be  fafe. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  Caid,  that  all,  or  at  leaft  the  greater  num- 
ber of  the  reafons,  upon  which  their  Lordfhips  had  thought  It  necef- 
lary to  fufpend  the  Habeas-Corpus  A6t  laft  feffion,  Hill  exifted,  and 
'  would  doubtlefs  induce  them  to  continue  the  fufpeniion.  He 
therefore  (hould  not  fay  any  thing  more  upon  that  fubjedt  at  pre- 
fent.  With  regard  to  the  newfpaper  mifreprefentation  of  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  complained,  he  could  afiure  him  that  no  one  ab- 
horred more  than  he  did  thofe  libels  with  which  private  and  public 
charadlers  of  every  defcription  were  daily  aflailcd.  Nothing  was 
Qiore  Injurious  in  this  country  than  the  licence  now  taken  by  the 
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prefs.     Indeed  it  was  hb  opinion^  as  be  underftood  it  had  been 
already  dated  in  another  place,  that  if  the  wifdom  of  Parliament 
did  rot  devife  fome  means  of  preventing  the  circulation  of  the  fedi- 
tiou«  and  treafonable  writings,  of  the  daring  and  atrocious  libels 
which  were  conAantly  publiihed  in  a  multitude  of  (hapes,  it  would 
be  impoflible  to  anfwer  for  the  fccurity  of  the  Government,   and 
the  prcfcrvation  of  the  Conilitution.  The  country  might  be  armed, 
and  its  income  expended,  but  every  ^fibrt  was  ufelefs  ilthis  intef- 
tine  ulcer  was  fufiered  to  prey  upon  its  vitals.     None  regretted 
more  than  he  did  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs,  and  feeling  thefe 
fcntiments,  the  noble  Lord  might  be  affured  that  he  lincerely  joined 
with  him  in  the  propriety  of  mailing  his  complaint  of  the  mifie- 
prefentation  to  which  he  had  been  fubjedcd.     Indeed  he  was  not 
furprifed  that  the  noble  Lord  had  taken  an  opportunity  of  makii^ 
this  explanation.     He  did  not  wonder  that  he  (hould  be  anxious 
to  difclaim  all  acquaintance  with  Mr.  O'Connor's  political  condud 
in  this  country.     It  was  indeed  very  fingular  that  his  Lordfliip, 
who  only  knew  Mr.  O'Connor  eleven  years  ago  in  Ireland,  and  had 
feen  him  but  once  in  this  country,  in  company  with  that  refpedbble 
chara<fier,  the  late  Mr-  Serjeant  Adair,  (hould  have  been  called  upon 
to  give  evidence  at  Maidflone  in  favour  of  that  gentleman.     It  did 
not  appear  that  his  Lordfhip  could  have  any  knowledge  of  Mr. 
O'Connor's  late  conned^ions  ;  but  he  believed  it  was  not  unfbitu- 
hate  for  Mr.  O'Connor  that  fuch  perfons  as  his   Lordfliip  (hould 
be  (raited  in  that  way.      It  had  happened  that  his  Lordfliip's  evi- 
dence was  a  good  evidence  for  Mr.  O'Connor.     There  was  one 
remark  he  fliould  make  here,  which  was,  that  he  did  not  exped  to 
hear  it  ftated  that  a  gentleman  might  not  poflfefs  the  moft  agreeable 
manners,  the  moft  amiable  difpofition,  and  the  moft  extenfive  in* 
formation,  and  yet  be  the  worft  of  criminals.     He  begged  the  noble 
Lord  to  refled,  whether  a  gentleman  to  whom  he  had  alluded,  might 
not  poftcfs  all  the  good  qualities  he  had  ftated  to  belong  to  him,  and 
yet  that  this  charader  might  not  be  fufficient  to  conftitute  his  ac- 
quittal of  the  charge  under  which  he  might  labour.     Widi  regard 
to  the  treatment  of  the  State  Prifoners,  he  would  affure  the  noble 
Lord  that  it  was  only  within  a  few  days  that  it  had  come  to  his 
knowledge  that  any  complaint  was  made  upon  this  fubjeA  either  as 
to  the  ufage  of  the  prifoners  in  general,  or  the  particular  treatment 
of  Colonel  Defpard.     This  fubjed  was,  however,  one  which  had 
already  been  before  the  public,  and  was  likely  to  undergo  farther 
difcuflion,  and  he  was  convinced,  that  whenever  it  (hould  be  com- 
pletely inveftigatcd,  it  would  fufficiently  appear  that  no  unneceflary 
fe verity  had  been  exercifcd  cither  on  the  part  of  Government,  or  of 
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fhc  {jcrfons  to  whole  care  the  prifoncrs  had  been  entrufted.  With 
regard  to  the  bill  how  before  the  Houfe,  he  fhould  only  repeat  what 
he  had  already  faid,  that  the  reafons  which  had  formerly  exiftcd  for 
iadopting  a  fimilar  itieafurc,  were  not  yet  rcrhovcd. 

Lord  HOLLAND  faid,  it  was  his  intention  to  have  oppofed  thii 
fall!  in  a  preceding  ftagc,  but  upon  cortiing  down  to  the  Houfe  he 
found  it  hurried  forward  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner,  that,  though 
he  arrived  at  the  regular  time,  the  bufiriefs  was  concluded.  He 
fhould  have  expedled  that  their  Lord(hips  would  not  have  advanced 
One  ftep  in  a  meafure  of  this  kind  until  evidence  had  been  pro- 
duced of  its  neccflitv  ;  but  he  was  aftoniftied  to  find  that  the  bill 
had  been  read  a  fccond  time  without  one  word  being  faid  either  for 
or  againft  it.  Their  Lordfhips  were  informed  that  the  fame  reafons 
fcxifted  now  as  were  urged  when  this  bill  was  before  the  Houfe  on  i 
former  day-^to  which  he  would  anfwcr,  that  the  reafons  could  not 
be 'the  fame,  for  the  fituation  of  the  country  and  of  its  enemies  was 
Very  different  now  from  what  it  was  then  :  to  (hew  the  truth  of  this 
he  fhould  read  a  pafTage  out  of  the  Proclamation  of  April  lafV : 

**  Whereas  it  appears  that  the  preparation  for  the  embarkation 
**  of  troops  and  warlike  ftores  are  now  carried  oil  with  confidera- 
*'  blc  and  Increaling  aflivity  in  the  ports  of  France,  Flanders  and 
•*  Holland,  with  the  avowed  defign  of  attempting  the  invafion  of 
**  His  Majefly's  dominions  ;  and  that  in  this  the  enemy  is  encou- 
'**  raged  by  the  correfpondcncc  and  communications  of  traitorous  and. 
"  difafFefled  perfons  and  focicties  of  thcfc  kingdoms." 

[yide  Debrett's  Colleflion  of  State  Papers  on  the  War  ; 

TOl  7.    fo.  569.] 

Did  His  Majefty's  Minillcrs  mean  to  affume  that  it  was  noto* 
tious  there  were  traitorous  defigns  now  carrying  on  in  this  country, 
^t  that  the  enemy  were  preparing  an  invafion,  wirh  confiderablc  and 
iricreafed  aflivity?  He  fhould  think  it  an  infult  if  fuch  a  rcafon 
was  flated.  Was  the  Habeas  corpus  A61  to  be  fufpcnded  fpr  the 
4th  time,  though  the  rcafon  for  its  fufpenfion  had  ccafcd  ?  Of  the 
importance  of  that  adl  he  had  nooccafion  to  fay  much  ;  there  could 
be  no  man  who  did  not  perfcffly  know  that  it  was  to  that  acl  of 
Parliament  alone  he  owed  his  pcrfonal  freedom  ;'  that  it  was  to  that 
^ft  he  was  indebted  for  the  privilege  of  walking  the  ftrecrs  in  (^ifety  ; 
that  without  it  he  would  be  Habk  to  a  prifon,  to  all  the  horrors  of  a 
loathfome  dungeon,  without  any  appeal  to  the  laws,  without  any 
profpedl  of  the  humane  and  beneficent  trial  by^his  equals,  and  all 
this  at  the  will  of  ah  arbitrary  Miniftcr ;  he  trufted  there  wa^ 
no  man  fo  dead  to  his  public  duty  as  to  abandon  the  bulwark  raifcd 
by  our   anccftors  for  the  prcfervation  of  the  <;ountrv,  without  the 
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moft  imperious  neceflity.  If  fuch  neceffity  did  exift,  let  it  be 
proved ;  it  would  be  for  their  Lordihips  to  conftder  whether  any 
fuch  proof  had  been  adduced  ;  and  here  he  begged  to  be  allowed  to 
Aate  it  as  his  opinion,  that  nothing  which  had  taken  place  for  the 
laft  four  ycavs,  was  fufiicient  to  ju(^ify  the  fufpenfion  of  an  ad  fo 
valuable  to  the  liberty  of  the  fub}c£t.  Probably  he  might  be  told 
to- night,  that  there  were  the  fame  rcafons  for  fufpending  it,  as  had 
ever  been  confidcred  fufficient.  It  might  be  faid,  the  defigns  of 
our  enemies  were  manifcf^  ;  that  it  was  neceflfary  to  facrifke  (bme 
part  of  our  Conflitution  to  preferve  the  reft.  He  might  be  told 
of  the  detcftable  confequences  of  French  principles ;  that  there 
were  men  in  this  country,  who  had  fo  rcoted  an  averfion  to  its  Go- 
vernment  and  ConOitution,  that  nothing  would  ferve  them  but 
overturning  it.  But  even  admitting  all  tbis,^e  could  not  conGder 
it  as  fufficient  for  fufpending  the  Habeas- corpus  A6t.  He  wa<i 
however,  ready  to  declare  that  there  might  be  circumftances  of  a 
peculiar  nature  which  might  juf^ify  its  fufpenfion ;  but  he  never 
could  allow  that  the  warlike  preparations  of  an  enemy.  Or  the  dif- 
afFe£lion  of  the  people,  the  natural  confequence  of  a  war>  were 
reafons  weighty  enough  to  induce  the  ParlianrKnt  to  give  up  fo  inw 
portant  a  privilege  into  the  hands  of  Miniflcrs.  This  country  had 
been  often  at  war,  and  Minivers  had  exi(lcd  ready  to  avail  themfeves 
of  every  infidious  means  to  extend  their  power,  but  they  had  not 
made  war  a  plea  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeaj^corpus  ASk, 
The  calamities  attendant  upon  a  declaration  of  war  were  oppreffive 
enough  of  themfclves  ;  but  loath  (hould  he  be  to  admit,  in  addition 
to  thofc  calamities,  that  a  declaration  of  war  fliould  neceffarily  im-  ^ 
ply  a  diminution  of  the  liberty  of  the  people,  or  an  increafe.  of  the 
power  of  the  crown.  He  was  a(hamed  to  fee  that  thofe  very  men 
who  were  the  readied  to  pronounce  high-flown  panegyrics  upon  the 
.  Government  and  Conftitution  of  the  Country,  were  always  the 
moft  eager  to  adopt  thofe  mcafures '  which  tended  to  defboy  both. 
They  praifed  the  ConlVitution,  and  at  the  fame  time  were  impairing 
it ;  they  admired  the  government,  while  they  were  rendering  it  op* 
preflivc.  He  firmly  believed  the  Conftitution  was  adequate  to  its 
own  protedlion.  Even  at  periods  when  the  vigilance  of  fadlions 
was  afloat,  it  had  always  been  found  fuflkient  to  preferve  its  inhe- 
rent vigour  and  energy  \  and  feeling  this,  he  (hould  think  it  a  de- 
fertionof  his  duty,  if  he  ever  confented  to  ftlfpend  an  ad,  to  the 
operation  of  which  fo  much  of  that  vigour  and  energy  was  owing. 
Who.  would  have  fuppofed,  fix  years  ago,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Habeas-corpus  A&  would  ever  have  been  denuinded  by  Miniflers  as 
a  mere  matter  of  courfc  ^  that  a  bill  to  fufpend  it  fiiould  have 


Jan.  4.]     '  DEBATES.  ^         5Q7 

paiTed  to  its  laft  Aage,  without  an  argument  being  ui^gcd  to  convince. 
Parliament  of  the  neceflfity  of  fuch  a  meafure  ;  or  that  upon  the 
aflertion  of  MinifterSi  that  a  confpiracy  exiftcd,  the  privileges  of  the 
country  were  to  be  fufpended  ?  In  fafl  the  exiifcnce  of  a  few  men 
diflatisfied  with  the  Government,  or  tainted  with  what  were  called 
Jacobinical  principles,  was  not  fuffident  to  authorize  a  fufpenfion  of 
the  iiabeas-corpus  A&. ;  neither,  if  French  principles  did  prevail 
among  any  part  of  the  people,  was  it  the  way  to  meet  them,  to  draw 
a  line  of  diftindlon  which  (hould  feparate  the  rich  from  the  poor, 
and  withdraw  prote6)ion  from  the  one  while  it  was  afforded  to  the 
other.  The  Houfe  had  got  fo  much  into  the  argument  of  facrifi- 
cing  a  part  to  preferve  the  reft,  that  they  feemed  to  have  forgot  that 
there  were  laws  for  punifhing  treafon,  without  fufpending  the  Ha- 
beas-corpus  A£l.  There  #as  but  one  (late  of  circumftances  he 
knew  of  which  could  juftify  it,  and  that  was  where  a  confpiracy 
exifted,  fo  artful  in  its  arrangement,  wherein  the  namre,  extent,  and 
objed  of  it  were  fo  diiEcult  to  be  developed,  that  the  difcharging 
any  one  perlon  who  had  been  taken  up  an  fufpidton,  would  necef- 
farily  inform  all  the  parties  concernedi  and  give  them  on  opportu- 
nity of  eluding  the  jufiice  of  the  country  ;  but  even  in  that  cafe  he 
would  be  cautious  to  whom  fuch  power  was  entrufted.  It  would  be 
to  thofe  who  had  wifdom  to  underftand  the  power,  and  refolution  not 
to  abufe  it.  He  would  tell  them  that  by  putting  fuch  a  power  in 
their  bands  it  was  not  intended  they  IhJIld  indifcriminately  arreft  all 
perfons  they  pleafed,  thofe  even  againft  whom  they  had  no  evi- 
dence ;  but  merely,  that  they  were  to  delay  the  trials  of  thofe 
againft  whom  they  had  evidence,  but  whom  it  would  be  imprudent 
to  bring  to  immediate  trial. '  Unlets  they  fully  underftood  this,  no 
danger,  however  alarming,  no  confpiracy,  howevg:  extenfive,  (hould 
induce  him  to  fufpend  the  Habeas-corpus  Ad,  fo  long  as  there  were 
tribunals  in  the  country  for  the  peaceful  adminiftration  of  juftice,  fo 
long  as  there  remained  a  femblance  of  law  and  government.  See 
whether  it  was  neceflary  at  this  period  ;  to  prove  it  was,  fome  docu- 
ments (hould  have  been  produced,  if  for  nothing  dfe,  at  leaft  to  have 
preferved  the  charader  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  «have  convinced  the 
people  they  did  not  wantonly  wreft  from  them  what  their  anceftors 
had  confidcrcd  neccflTary  for  their  fecurity.  Even  though  every  one 
of  their  Lordftiips  were  affured  of  the  necelTity  for  paflfmg  the  bill, 
It  would  be  prefcrving  a  degree  of  decorum,  that  fome  proofs  were 
brought  to  (hew  it  was  upon  necefltty,  and.  not  out  of  wantonncfs, 
they  proceeded.  Bui  it  was  notorious  to  their  Lordftiips,  no  one  do- 
cument had  been  offered  ;  all  the  materials  on  which  the  Houfe 
could  proceed,  conftfted  in  the  fuggeftions  of  Miniftcrs  as  to  the 
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ftate  of  public  affairs.     But  wou1c|  thofc  fuggcftions  be  now  relied 
on,  or  could  their  Lordfhips  entertain  any  doubt  as  to  the  difpolitions 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  after  the  events  of  laft  year  ?     Would 
they  not  allow,  tlw't  the  people  at  the  period  to  which  he  alluded, 
although  they  were  then  labouring  under  burdens  unparalleled,  had 
facrificed  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  their  mean?,  certainly  beyond   the 
moft  fanguinc  expcflations,  the  moment  they  were  apprifcd  of  dan- 
ger ?     Such  was  their  regard  for  thp  perfon  of  His  Majefty,  fuch 
their  attachment  to  the  country,  that  they  cordially  and  generally 
pame  forward  to  defend  the  one  and  fupport  the  other.     However 
they  might  have  bewailed  that  condgdt  \vhich  had  reduced  them  to 
their  prefent  (ituation,  they  came  forth  with  one  hand,   with  one 
heart,  to  repel  the  enemy  and  aiTift  their  King.     After  a  people  had 
fo  es^erted  themfelves,  it  was  infuking  their  feelings  to  allow  a  bill, 
6lled  with  calumnies  and  libels  on  them,  to  romair>  three  d^ys  in 
the  Houfe,  and  even  to  pafs  to  its  lad  Aage,  without  an  argument 
^o  (hew  its  neceflity.     He  was  fure,  from  what  he  had  repeatedly 
heard  from  the  npblc  Secretary,  every  one  muft  feel  the  neceflity  of 
confidence  between  the  governors  and  the  governed  ;  but  what  con- 
fidence could  exift,  if  the  enthufiafm  difphyed  by  the  people  was 
met  with  coldnefs  ;  if  the  chearfulnefs  with  which  they  paid  taxeSj, 
unequal  and  oppreflive  as  they  were,  was  received  with  di(guil  ? 
What  could  be  cxpefled  from  fuch  treatment  ?      Would  they  not 
naturally  argue,  that  thofc  pcrfons  were  unworthy  of  the  confidence 
of  the  people  who  feemed  to  have  fo  little  regard  for  theirs  ?    Thus, 
then,  it  appeared,  from  the  C(^mparative  ftate  of  public  affairs,  this 
year  and  the  laft,  that  the  reafon  for  fufpending  the   H  abeas- corpus 
A^  no  longer  cxifted,   the  preamble  of  the  bill  no  longer  applied. 
Thnnks  to  the  rafhnefs  of  ihc  enemy  ;  thar^ks  to  the  bravery  an4 
ll<ill  of  the  Britirti  feamen ;  and,  above  all,  thanks  to  the  viflory 
obtained  by  Lord  Nelfon  ;  and  thanks,  no  lefs,  to  the  vigour  anj 
adivity  of  the  ^dtn'mhy,  the  danger  pf  invafionwas  not  only  re- 
moved, but  wholly  dcftfoved.  The  plea,  therefore,  founded  on  the  ap- 
prchenfion  of  invatlon,  was  at  an  end,  and  no  other  remained  bqt  tha( 
of  the  confpiracics  of  the  very  people  who  had  fo  chearfully  met  th<j 
demands  of  Government.     But  then  followed  the  argument,  tha^ 
the  Executive  Government  were  the  beft  judges  of  the  neceflity, 
and  that  the  Houfe  mul^  know  they  had  not  brought  forward,  nor 
ever  would  bring  forward,  a  propolition  to  fufpcnd  the  Habeas-cor- 
pus  Atl,   unkfs  they  were  convinced  of  the  exiftcnce  of  a  confpi- 
racy.      With  rcfpeft  to  that  argument,  he  wiflicd  to  know  in  what 
( I.apter  of  the  Conftitution  of  this  country  there  was  any  thing  to 
t  c  tound  to  oblige  Parliament  to  belii:vc  Minifters  when  they  were 
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recoroine^ing  what  was*  to  place  additional  power  in  their  hands. 
They  nught  fay,  it  was  not  their  intereft  to  mifuie  the  power  en- 
trgfted  to  them  ;  but,  to  this  he  would  obferve,  there  were  men  pof- 
fefled  of  a  depraved  appetke  that  could  bear  no  reftraint ;  men» 
whofe  thirft  for  power  was  fuch,  that  they  cared  not  how  unnepef- 
fary  any  meafure  of  rigour  was,  provided  it  tended  to  increafe  their 
power.  The  conftitutional  words,  jealoufy  of  Minifters,  (hould 
lead  the  Houfe  to  withhold  confidence,  and  to  refi^fe  to  refign  power 
out.of  their  hands,  unlcfs  where  the  neceflity  was  fully  proved.  He 
could  fee  nothing  in  the  condu^l  or  language  9f  Mtnifiers  to  induce 
(he  Houfe  to  wave  tliat  jealoufy  in  their  favour.  He  could  look 
hack,  and  fee  that  tbofe  individuals  who  had  been  brought  to  trial 
under  every  difadvantage,  with  the  prejudice  of  Miniders  againft 
them,  had  been  proved  innocent ;  to  the  honour  of  the  Juries  who 
had  tried  them,  they  had  conquered  every  prejudice,  and  acquitted 
them.  'When  he  cunfidcred  the  refult  of  thofe  trials,  he  had  little 
hefitation  in  faying,  that  far  from  thinking  M'iniftcrs  (hould  be  in- 
dulged with  additional  power,  there  never  was  a  time  when  it  was 
Icfs  neceifary.  He  maintained  the  fydem  by  which  they  governed 
was  a  fydem  of  alarm  ;  they  knew  they  had  no  way  of  diverting  the 
people  from  rcfledling  on  the  miferies  of  the  war,  and  their  own 
inc.apacity,  but  by  railing  an  alarm,  that  all  who  oppofed  the  war 
were  Jacobins,  and  leagued  with  the  French  to  deftroy  the  country* 
This  was  the  way  in  which  the  Government  had  been  fupported,  ^ 
;ind  Minifters  enabled  to  pafs  th^^  and  bills  of  a  fimilar  tendency  ; 
but  he  believed  the  juggle  would  not  continue  long :  he  did  not 
think  the  people  would  be  long  inclined  to  believe  them  on  that 
fubjcd  :  he  believed  the  cry  of  Jacobinifm  would  not  long  take 
hold  ;  J)ut  that  the  people  of  this  country  would  enter  into  a  ferious 
examination  pi  the  condu6t  of  Minifters.  They  feem  to  him  to 
have  overfliot  their  mark.  Their  fignal  for  alarm  would  not  now 
raife  an  alarm  ;  they  had  rung  the  alarm  bell  fo  long  in  the  people  s 
ears,  ;hat  it  would  no  longer  awaken  them.  Neither  the  failure  of 
the  obje<£l  of  the  war,  or  the  diihrefles  of  the  people,  had  prevented 
them  from  eviiKing  a  line  of  conduct  lad  year,  when  the  country 
was  threatened,  that  reflc<^ted  the  highed  degree  of  honour  on  them- 
felves— the  ungenerous  treatment  they  had  received  from  Miniftcrs 
in  return  aftonifhed  him.  So  far  from  recanting  thtir  former  af- 
fcrtion  of  difaffedion  among  the  people,  they  had  obliquely  ad- 
ded to  them,  and  now  continued  ro  load  ihern  <vith  calumnies  which 
they  knew  were  not  defer vcd.  He  truftcd  the  people  would,  ti> 
the  fatisfadlion  of  Europe  and  of  polkriry,  contradi(^l  iholc  calum- 
nies ;  and  be  trufted  alfo,  that  their  adliuns  would  foon  contradis.'.t 
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another  calumny,  namelj,  that  of  their  being  intended  by  Admi- 
niftration  to  aflift  their  views  againft  themfelves,  and  through  the 
medium  of  alarm  to  become  a  party  fupporting  the  attacks  of  Mi- 
nifters  againft  their  own  liberty^  freedotf^^  and  independence. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  faid,  that  if  the  .debate  on  this  bill  bad 
depended  on  the  merits  of. the  individuals*  who  compofe  the  prefcnt 
Adminiftration,  he  fliould  certainly  have  no  hope,  perhaps  no  am- 
bition, to  convince  the  noble  Lord  of  the  propriety  of  any  part  of 
the  meafure— indeed  it  would,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to  perfuade  that 
noble  Lord  of  the  propriety  of  any  meafure  of  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters.  He  had  aded  uniformly,  as  if  he  thought  them  wrong  in 
every  thing  ;  but  although  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  had  not  the  ap- 
probation of  that  noble  Lord,  yet  they  had  repeatedly  received  the 
fupport  of  a  conftderable  part  of  the  Houfe  he  had  how  the  honour 
of  addrefling.  There  were  fome  minds  on  which  prejudice  bad  fo 
ftrong  an  efFe<ft,  that  even  fafts  would  not  alter  them  ;  there  were 
ethers  on  whom  fa€b  and  the  reafoning  and  dedudion  that  foRowed 
a  feries  of  events  had  much  impreflion.  He  ftiould  therefore  rather 
afk  for  the  aflent'of  others  in  the  Houfe,  than  for  the  afient  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  had  juft  fpoken. 

As  to  the  trial  of  perf6ns  who  were  acquitted  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
he  thought  the  point  had  been  given  up,  and  that  it  was  never  to  be 
infifted  upon  again,  that  the  acquittal  of  thefe  perfons  invalidated  die 
reports  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  relative  to  the  exiftencc  of  a 
confpiracy  againft  the  Government  of  this  country.  Were  wc^to 
know,  at  this  time,  aftei^  all  that  had  happened,  that  the  acquitttl, 
the  honourable  acquittal,  of  perfons  indi&cd  for  high  treafon,  was  a 
proof  of  entire  innocence  ?  Were  we  now  to  learn  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  any  man  to  be  acquitted,  and  afterwards  prove  to  be 
guilty  of  high  treafon  ?  He  would  fay,  that,  fo  far  was  the  event 
of  thefe  trials  from  negativing  the  affertion  of  the  reports,  of  the 
exiftence  of  a  confpiracy,  that  it  tended  to  confirm  it ;  the  manner 
in  which  the  defence  of  tlie  firft  pcrfon  who  was  put  upon  his  trial 
eftablifhed,  beyond  the  poffibility  of  a  doubt,  the  exiftence  of  a  con- 
fpiracy in  this  country,  and  the  truth  of  all  the  aflertions  m  the  re- 
ports of  the  two  Houfes  upon  that  fubjed — and,  by  the  way,  before 
the  noble  Lord  faid  any  thing  agninft  thefe  reports  again,  let  him 
read  the  reports  ;  if  he  had  read  tliefc  reports,  he  would  have  found 
that  no  one  pcrfon  was  named  in  the  whole  of:  them  ;  that  they 
were  left  imperfedl,  even  rather  than,  that  they  fliouId  be  fuppofed 
to  inculpate  any  individual  whatever,  fo  delicate  had  both  Houfes 
nf  P;ir]icimcnt  been  upon  that  fubjccS,  But  it  fcemcd  there  was 
no  cvidv  nee  of  any  confpiracy.     Did  the  nuble  Lord  ever  hear  that 
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k  W9»  proved  on  thefe  trialt,  or  was  now  doubly  that  there  exffted 
in  this  country  a  certain  fociety  called  the  Correfponding  Society  f 
The  objcfi  of  that  (bciety  was^  under  the  maik  of  Parliamentarf 
Refermy  'to  puli  down  the  Government  ^  this  country,  fo  deihof 
ail  theproteAion  which  it  at  prefent  afforded  to  property,  and  to  in- 
troduce a  new  fyftem  of  things  in  this  country  on  .the  model  of  the 
French  Government,  Thefe  things,  hist  Lord(hip  faid,  wei« 
proved  at  the  trials  at  tlie  Old  Bailey,  to  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
aUuded,  and  in  which  acquitlals  he  had  triumphed  (o  much.  They 
wcrt  fo  well  underftood  to  be  proved,  even  by  the  counfcl  for  the 
prifoner  who  was  firA  tried  (Hardy),  that  the  be(^  defence  the  learned 
gentlemen  could  make  for  their  client  (he  was  not  blaming  them 
Cor  it,  they  were  right  in  ^oing  every  thing  they  could  fur  their 
eHont) ;  but  the  beft  defence  they  were  able  to  fet  up  was,  that  tK> 
mail  could  be  ignorant  of  Ae  iads,  but  that  the  prifoner  was  a  poor^ 
harmlcfs,  fimple,  inoffenfive  man,  and  that  if  any  mifchief  was  io*- 
taidcd  by  any  bodjs  he  did  not  know,  or  was4n  the  leaft  aware  of 
i(«— and  the  acquittal  of  the  others  turned  very  much  on  the  ac* 
qiiittal  of  the  firft  ;  but  nobody  ever  thought  of  doubting  the  vicw» 
ennentained  by  fomc  members  of  this  fociety. 

With  refpeA  to  another  point  brought  forward  by  the  noble 
hoti  againft  His  M;]jefly*s  Minifters,.  namely,  that  they  rrprefent 
every,  perfon  as  a  Jacobin  who  did  not  agree  with  them  in  politics ; 
all  he  could  iay  was,  that  he  had  not  known  of  any  fuch  difpoiitioit. 
yet ;  but  if  there  had  been  any  fuch  difpofuion  in  the  Minifters  of 
Government,  he  knew  of  no  Oppoiition  that  had  ever  been  fcen  in 
this  country  to  whom  Miniders  owed  fuch  obligations  as  they  did  to 
the  preicnt,  if  it  was  their  defire  to  call  them  Jacobins,  or  men  at- 
tached to  French  principles.  The  noble  Lord  had  talked  of-  Mi- 
nifters  having  alarmed  the  Houfe  and  the  public,  ^for^  the  pur- 
pofe  of  paffif^  the  bill  now  before  their  Lordflitps  ;  and  had  alfo 
complained  that  the  fecond  reading  of  it  was  conduced  fo  quietly, 
that,  had  it  not  have  boen  for  the  accident  of  being  a  few  minujea 
too  late  he  (hould  have  oppofed  the  fecond  reading.  Thefe  charges 
were  not  very  confident  with  each  other ;  for  if  alarm  was  the 
foundation  of  the  bill,  or  the  cover  for  it,  the  pafling  it  fecretly 
would  be  impoffible.  But  the  noble  Lord  had  a(kecf,  on  what 
evidence  Minifters  maintained  the  neceflity  of  this  bill  ?  He  would 
refer  the  noble  Lord  to  the  very  evidence,  part  of  which  he  had  re- 
ferred to  already — [Here  the  noble  Secretary  quoted  the  words  ef 
the  Prodamation  in  April  laft,  which  dated  that  our  enemies  were 
aided  and  abetted  by  perfons  in  this  country,  &c.  &C.3— ^and  then 
obferved,  that  the  evideiure  was  lad  year  deemed  fo  iatisfadtory,  that 
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the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe  then  paiTed  uAsminnoufly.  Bur  hftd 
not  the  fad  turned  out  as  His  Majcfty's  Minifiers  had  foretold  it  ? 
Was  it  not  confirmed  in  the, cafe  of  a  pctfon  ^;ho  was  acquirted, 
honourably  acquitted,  at  Maidflone  ?  The  Houfe  need  not-  be  told 
he  alluded  to  the  cafe  of  O'Connor.  Had  not  that  traitor,  fince 
his  trial  and  honourable  acquittal,  thrown  himfelf  upon  the  mercy 
of  that  gracious  Sovereign  M'hom  he  had  confpired  with  other 
traitors  to  dethrone  ?  Had  he  not  afterwards,  to  obtain  that  mercy, 
detailed  upon  his  oath  circumstances  which  were  afterwards  con- 
firmed by  a  Rebellion  r  But  was  that  all  ?  Had  not  anoth^ 
pcrfon,  confederate  with  O'Connor  (0*Coig1y)  been  Convifted  of 
treafon  upon  the  evidence  of  a  paper,  by  which  it  appeared  that  a 
communication  was  to  be  ifiade  tq  the  Ffench  Dire^tory^  not  from 
any  focicty  In  Ireland,  but  from  a  foctety  in  England  ?  Was  not 
that  paper  the  evidence  on  whkh  the  juryconvi^ed  that  traitor? 
All  thefe  things  he  Oated  to  (hew,  that  the  aifertion  of  there  having 
been  a  confpiracy  in  this  country  was  not  lightly  made.  What  was 
the  cafe  at  the  prefent  moment  ?  That  a  treafonable  confpiracy 
had  exiiled  in  Ireland,  ever  fince  the  year  1791,  he  referred  to 
the  reports  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  in  that  country.  By  this 
it  Was  manifeft  th:^t  the  defign  had  been  fon'g  conceived  of  feparating 
Ireland  from  this  country.  This  was  planned  by  a  fociety.  The 
very  formation  of  that  fociety  was  to  put  forward  a  Parliamentary 
Reform  as  a  cloak  to  the  real  defign,  but  not  to  (hew  that  defign 
until  they  thought  fome  impreffion  was  made  on  the  minds  of  the 
people ;  the  maik  was  afterwards  partly  thrown  o(F,  for  in(lead  of  a 
Reform  in  Parliament,  they  talked  of  a  free  Parliament.  Nor  was 
this  plan  the  lefs  deteftable  on  account  of  religion  being  made  ufe  of 
as  a  cloak  to  cover  its  iniquity.  This  plan  was  followed  up  alfo 
in  .England.  Did  any  man  believe  that  the  real  defign  of  the 
meeting  at  Chalk  Farm  was  to  reconcile  the  people  of  England  to 
a  peaceable,  conflitutional  Parliamentary  Reform  ^  No  man  could 
think  fo  who  was  not  blinded  by  prejudice.  This  country  con* 
tained  a  number  of  difafFedted  men ;  and  it  had  been  made  the 
depot  of  the  treafonable  endeavours  of  many  who  were  concerned  in 
the  Irifh  Rebellion.  As  to  the  idea  that  the  people  of  England 
would  conceive  themfelves  calumniated  by  this  bill,  be  owned  he 
did  not  fee  any  reafon  to  apprehend  any  fuch  thing,  any  more  than 
they  would  think  they  were  called  murderers,  becaufe  a  law  was 
made  againft  murder ;  and  if  he  thought  the  difcontent  of  the 
people  of  England  againft  Government  was  general,  he  (hould  not 
propofc  this  meafure,  becaufe,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  little  could  be  done  by 
the  imprifonment  of  a  few.     But  he  was   pcrfuaded  the  people 
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would  view  th!$  bill  at  Minifters  intended  to  ufe  it,  not  far  the  de- 
Arudion.of  their  liberty,  but  for  the  continuance  and  protedion  of  • 
k  ;  a  mcafure  which  was  not  to  bring   thfem  to  mifery,  but  was 
adopted  intendemeft  of  their  future  happinefs,  as 'well  as  of  their 
prefent  feeurity. 

Lord  HOLLAND  faid,  that  he  never  had  afferted  abfolutely 
that  the  verdiA  of  a  Jury  proved  that  no  confpiracy  did  cxift.  This 
much  it  proved,  however,  that  when  Minifters  did  come  to  Parlia- 
ment and  a(k  for  extraordinary  powers,  that  they  had  taken  up  per^^ 
fons  who  wer^  not  guilty  of  that  confpiracy,  or  that  there  was  no 
confpiracjr  at  all.     This  point  the  noble  Secretary  had  been  very 
ready  to  debate,  but  he  had   not  touched  upon  fcveral  arguments 
which  he  had  ftated  ;  nor  did  he  fay  any  thing  of  the  prefent  (late 
<if  the  country  to  juftify  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus.    The 
reafon  recited  in  the  preamble  lafi  year  was,  that  the  enemy  were 
about  to  invade  this  country,  and  that  they  were  to  be  afliAed  by 
their  partifans  in  the  defign.     It  was  not  aflcrtcd,  however^  that 
this  was  now  the  date  of  the  country.     He  did  not  think,  how* 
ever,  that  although  this  might  be  the  fad,  it  neceifarily  followed 
that   this  was  fufficient  reafon  for  the  fufpeniion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus.     With  refpeA  to  the  trials  at  MaidOone,   the  paper  of 
which  Quigley  was  the  bearer,  did  not  prove  that  the  confpirators 
in  this  country  were  numerous  or  powerful.     It   was  not  (igned ; 
and  furely  the  French  Government  could  never  have  been  fo  abfurd 
^  at  to  a£t  upon  fuch  a  document  as  the  proof  that  they  would  meet 
with  co-operation.     If  the  allegation,  that  there  were  difcontented 
.men  in  the  community,  was  deemed  fufficient,  the  condu6t  of  a  very 
lew  men  might,  on  every  occafion,  be  taken  as  the  pretence  for  de- 
priving a  whole  nation  of  its  privileges.     With  refpedt  to  what  had 
'  been  (aid  of  Mr.  O'Connor,  he  faw  no  reafon  why  he  might  not 
have  been  faid  to  be  honourably  acquitted.     He  had  been  acquitted 
of  the  crime  for  which  he  was  tried  at  Maidftone ;  and  though  he 
was  afterwards  proved  to  be  guilty  of  other  treafons,   that  did  not 
infer  that  he  had  not  been  properly  acquitted  of  a  previous  charge. 
The  noble  Lord  had  aHudcd  to  the  fituation  of  Ireland.     Did  the 
noble  Lord  think  that  difturbances  in  Ireland  was  a  good  reafon  for 
fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  here  ?    He  thought  not.     The  noble 
Lord  himfdf  had  faid,  that  there  was  food  and  fuel  for  rebellion  in 
Ireland.     What  then  was  to  be  done  ?     Would  it  not  be  the  beft 
way  to  remove  that  fuel,  rather  than  make  laws  agatnft  thofe  who 
are  fuppofed  to'be  difpofed  to  fet  fire  to  it  ?     The  fyftem  purfucd  in 
Ireland  gave  us  ftrong  reafons  to  think  that  fevere  laws  were  not 
the  remedy  for  fuch  an  evil.     Under  all  the  attempts  to  reprefs  it 
Vol.  VII.  3U 
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by  legiflaiivc  fevertCy,  the  Rebellion  o£  Treland  hadinci«afad<;  and 
i£  tt  was  fupprei&d,  it  wag  by  the  valour  o£  our  troops,  and-  chic  gal- 
lantry of  our  feamco.  We  bad  nor  much  reaibn  then  to  rely  upon 
the.efleAs  of  the  fy(V»)  a6ted  upon  bv  Minifters,  from  ths  cKSkm^ 
of  Ireland.  He  thought  he  had  heard  the  noble  Secretary  fay  (and 
he  begged  to  be  underfiood,  that  he  did  not  willingly  miflate),  that 
the  purport  of  the  bill  was  to  enable  Mjniflers  to  taice  up  pcrfons 
on  bate  fufpicton  without  proof — [Here  a  noble  Peer  cried/^  NoV'J 
Certainly  he  conceived  the  objcd  o(  Uxk  a  bill  to  be^  to  enable  Oo* 
vernment  to  put  off  the  trialf  of  perfons  detained,  ujion  fome  good 
reaibn  to  believe  that  their  trials  might  be  ahended  with  difodvant- 
age  to  the  whole  community.  The  noble  Lord  faid,  thatinAead  of 
being  brought  forward  to  excite  alarm,  the  bill  had  hitherto  paflcd 
quietly.  It  was  not  a  very  confolatpry  reflection,  however,  that  it 
did  fo  pafs.  It  was  a  proof  that  the  fafpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  had  now  become  fo  common  as  to  be  confidered  a  meafure 
,  nowife  important  or  intcrcfling.  The  noble  Lord,  too,  hadi£iid,  that 
the  principles  of  certain  perfons  in  Ireland  and  here  were  ihe 
fame — and  be  alluded  to  the  meeting  at.  Chalk  Farm.  Gertainiy, 
however,  it  was  not  the  courfe  of  confpirators  which  the.  persons 
then  afT^mbling  had  followed  ;  and  if  they  had  entertained  the.  de- 
figns  imputed  to  them,  they  probably  would  have  taken  another 
courfe.  Government,  however,  would  much  better  confult  the 
tranquillity  of  the. Country,  and  the  fafety  of  the  Conftitution,  by 
removing  grievances,  taking  away  colourable  pretexts,  and  by 
leaving  as.  little  fuel  as  poiTible  for  rebellion,  for  incendiaries  to 
work  upon. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  :  For  the  third,  reading  of  the.  bill,  26; 
Againft  it,  I. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  moved  the  order  of  the  day.  for  th&fccond 
reading  of  the  Incomc-t;)x  Bill. 

Lord  HOLLAND  objcdlcd  to  the  bill's  being  then  read  a  fc- 
cond  time,  urging  the  ncceflity  of  not  hurrying  a  meafure  of  fuch 
magnitude  through  the  Hoi^fe,  and  declaring  that  pafl  experience 
fliewcd  the  imjxilicy  of  precipitately  carrying  bills  of  finance  through 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament ;  nay,  in  the  very  laft  feflion  they  had 
paifed  through  a  finance  meafure  of  confiderable  importance  (the 
Land-tax  Redemption  Bill]  fo  hafiily,  that  as  foon  as  it  cameto  be 
carried  into  execution,  it  was  found  to  be  fo  imperfe(f^  that  it  had 
been  abfolutely  neceiTary  to  bring  in  a  bill,  as  loon  as  the  prefent 
feffion  commenced,  to  amend  and  corred  the  ad  oflad  fcflfion,  fo 
as  to  give  it  prad^icability  and  effedl  ;  and  that  bill,  their  Lord* 
(hips  would  recoiled,  had  already  received  the  royal  aflcnt*     That 
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example  alone,  thereferd,  ou^  to  induce  die  Hbufe  to  pr^k^eed  now 
.with  more  cnufion  and  nK)ie  deliberation^  and  not  almofl  the  next 
day  after  a  bill  had  been  introduced,,  that  went  to  take  ten  millions 
put  of  the  pocket  of  the  fubjed,  which,  if  it  liailed,  would  entail 
the  moft  calamitous  ooilfequenccs  on  many  valuable  elafTes  of  the 
people^  to  proceed  te  the  fecond  reading  of  it.  Their  Lordihips 
ought  to  be  allowed  fomewhat  more  time  to  confider  of  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  before  they  were  called  upon  to  give  it  their  fandion. 
He  hopedf  therefore,  there  would  be  no  objedion  to  poftponing  the 
fecond  reading  to  Monday  nejct ;  and  with  that  view  he  moved, 
that  the  Houfe  do  now  adjourn. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  faid,  that  where  a  meafure  was  of  great 
importance,  and  the  principle  of  it,  from  its  nature,  was  not  clearly 
to  be  conceived  without  much  previous  examination,  he  (hould  ever 
bold  it  his  duty  to  give  ample  time  for  due  deliberation,  and  above 
all  things  to  ft  void  the  Indecent  oiSce  of  prefTing  it  upon  their  Lord- 
fliips  with  unbecoming  hafte  and  precipitancy  ;  but  in  the  prefent 
inftanee  he  faw  no  reafon  whatever  to  warYant  the  delay  of  a  day  or 
two  before  the  HoUfe  proceccfed  to  read  the  bill  a  fctond  time« 
That  Hoofe  had  already  recognized  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which 
was  extremely  fimple,  and  had  nothing  complicated  or  difficult  in 
it.     They  had  a^ted  upon  it  lad  yedr,  when  (htj  agreed  to  the  Af- 
feflfed-t^xes  Bill,  which  w^S  founded  precifely  on  the  fanfic  pri^ci-^ 
plei  viz^  the  principle  of  raifing  a  large  portion  of  the  fupplies  of 
the  year  by  ttK  exertion$  of  the  f ubjeds,  ^nd  their  contenting  to 
fubmit  to  a  contribution  adequate  to  that  obje£l,  rather  than  the 
mone)'  flxAiid  be  raifed  as  heretofore,  by  loan,  which  would  neccf- 
f?rily  entail  a  load  of  tix'es  on  them  in  perpetuity.     So  univbrfally 
admitted  was  the  wifdom  and  policy  of  adopting  that  principle,  that 
he  had  not  conceived  there  could  have  bdcn  one  noble  Lord  fi}und,  ot 
one  individual  capable  of  judging  upon  fdch  fubjedls,  who  would  have 
expedted  Or  deemed  it  In  the  fihall^  dicgree  neceflfary  for  him  to  have 
faid  a  word  in  its  recoaimendation.  The  experiment  of  the  principle 
had  been  lad  year  tried,  and  tried  with  fuccefs,  and  the  prefent  bill 
was  nothing  more  than  following  up  the  principle  by  another  mode  of 
taxation,  and  endeavouring  to  make  it  bear  more  equally,  and  with 
greater  efft&  upon  the  different  ranks  of  people.     It  had  long  been 
received  and  fubmitted  to  as  an  undeniable  axiom,  that  it  was  im-« 
poflible  for  the  ingenuity  of  man  to  devife  a  fpecies  of  taxation  fo 
irompletely  and  entirely  equal  as  to  redch  the  fummit  of  perfedidn ; 
nor  was  it  in  meafurcs  of  finance  alone  that  it  was  impoflfible  to  attain 
perfection,  h  was  infeparable  from  all  human  efforts  of  every  kmd 
whatfoever ;  but  bccaufe  abfolute  perfedion  in  the  equal  bearings 
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of  a  mode  of  taxation  could  not  be  hoped  for,  there  was  no  reafon 
why  an  obvious  improvement  on  a  mode  already  tried,  and  an  «n* 
deavour  to  bring  it  frmiewhat  nearer  to  perfeAion,  (hiuld  beobjcded 
•to;  he  was  not  a  Itccle  furprifrd  at  the  noble  Lord's  widiikig  to  put 
off  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  which  they  were  tM  called  upon 
to  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day  after  it  came  into  .the  Houfe, 
but  which  had. been  two  days  before  their  Lordlhips,  and  the  prints 
of  which  lay  upon  the  table.  If  the  derailed  parts  of  it  were  liable 
to  obje£)ion,  the  noble  Lord  would  recoiled  that  the  bill  muft  be 
read  a  fecond  time  before  the  Houfe  could  go  into  the  difcuffion  of 
the  enacting  clauleSy  and  therefore  the  fooner  the  bill  was  read  a 
fecond*  time  the  better  ;  or  of  thofe  who  meant  to  oppofe  the  bill 
intended  to  rejed  it,  that  was  a  reafon  likewife  for  proceeding  to 
read  it,  as  the  fooner  it  was  rcjeded  the  more  time  would  of 
courfe  remain  for  the  introdudion  of  a  new  one  in  its  room.  His 
Lordfhip  repeated,  that  the  excellence  of  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
and  the  preference  which  every  coniidcrate  man  gave  to  it  over  the 
cuftom  of  raifing  the  fupplies  by  loan,  were  fo  well  known,  that  he 
could  nor  fee  any  juA  reaibn  for  delaying  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  that  evening,  and  therefore  he  muft  objed  to  the  noble  Lord's 
motion  to  adjourn. 

The  Earl  of  SUFFOLK  faid,  fo  far  from  obje6Ungtothe  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  it  was  a  principle  which  he  had  always  confidered 
as  the  only  wife  principle  of  taxation  in  time  of  expenfive  war,  and 
which  their  Lordftiips  might  recoiled  he  had  himfelf  recommended 
laft  year  in  that  Houfe,  as  a  principle  more  equal  and  more  juft  than 
the  mode  then  adopted  ;  but  though  that  was  decidedly  his  opinion, 
yet  when  he  confidered  the  great  objed  of  the  bill,  which  bore  im- 
mediately and  with  a  heavier  preiTure  upon  their  Lordlhips  than  any 
other  order  of  the  people,  for  their  Lordftiip's  property,  he  would 
venture  to  declare,  was  ten  times  greater  in  amount  than  all  the  pro- 
perty of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legiflature,  he  could  not  but  objed 
to  the  indecent  hafte  that  His  Ma  jelly's  Miniflers  wanted  to  lead  that 
Houfe  into;  and  to  £iy  that  the  poftponing  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
1>ill  till  Monday  was  a  poor  delay  indeed,  and  much  (hortcr  than  oif  ht 
to  be  allowed.  He  muft  alfo  alledge  as  a  reafon  why  the  Houfe 
ought  to  proceed  more  deliberately  with  a  bill  of  fo  much  impor- 
tance, and  which  was  calculated  to  take  ten  millions  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  people  at  once,  that*  the  proper  attention  had  not  been  paid  to 
it  elfewhere,  and  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  fay,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  had  hurried  it  through  with  great  precipitancy,  and  had 
afibrdcd  ground  for  complaint  by  paflfmg  the  claufes  lately  intro- 
duced an  very  thin  Houfes.     Thofe  claufes  were  by  no  means  inCg* 
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ntficant)  and  fliould  have  been  attended  to  in  another  manner. — 
[The  words  **  Order!  Order!"  were  uttered  by  (everal  Lords.] — 
Lord  Suflfblk,  therefore,  after  a  few  more  correfpondtng  remarks  on 
the  neceffity  of  farther  delay,  fat  down. 

Lord.  GREN VILLE  rofe  again  to  afTure  the  noble  Earl  that 
he  had  been  extremely  milinformed  as  to  the  fuppofcd  precipitate 
treatment  of  the  bill  in  another  place.  So  hr  from  it,  he  could  take 
upon  him  to  aflert  that  no  preceding  bill  of  finance  had  ever  expe- 
rienced fo  full  or  fo  frequent  a  difcuflion  of  all  its  parts :  neither  had 
any  bill  whatever  been  more  fcrupuloully  examined  and  argued  upon 
than  that  then  under  their  Lordfhips'  coniideration.  With  regard 
to  the  debates  upon  it,  it  was  true  they  had  not  been  .occupied  by 
long  fpeeches,  but  the  Members  had  been  much  more  ufefully  em- 
ployed in  modelling,  (haping  and  finifhing,  the  feveral  claufes,  fo  as 
to  render  them  practicable,  and  as  little  objedionable  as  poflible  ; 
and  in  order  to  efFed  this  no  time  or  pains  had  t)een  fpared.  Even 
the  claufes  laterly  introduced  had  been  all  fully  opened,  and  the 
view  of  them  explained  in  the  cleared^  manner — not  perhaps  to 
very  full  attendances,  but  to  fuch  gentlemen  as  had  turned  their 
minds  mod  to  the  TubjeA,  and  had  taken  a  leading  (hare  in  every 
proceeding  upon  the  bill.  He  thought  it  ncceflary  to  fay  thus  much 
to  fatisfy  the  noble  Earl,  although  to  do  this  he  had  fallen  into  fome 
little  irregularity,  as  it  was  not  the  province  of  that  Houfe  to  inter* 
fere  with  what  paffed  in  another  place,  or  into  any  difcufTion  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  condu<£)ed  itfelf.  He  had,  however,  heard 
nothing  to  induce  him  to  withdraw  his  motion,  that  the  bill  be  read 
a  fecond  time  that  evening. 

Lord  HOLLAND  faid,  the  Houfe  might  be  (atisRed  that  he 
never  would  ad  fo  diforderly  as  to  allude  improperly  to  what  paffed 
in  another  Houfe.  of  Parliament,  but  he  fiill  thought  that  more 
time  ought  to  be  allowed  before  the  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time.  It 
was  very  true  the  prints  of  it  lay  upon  the  table,  and  the  bill  had 
been  three  days  in  the  Houfe ;  but  yet  it  was  not  poflfible  for  noble 
Lords  to  have  read  it,  or  to  be  prepared  to  fay,  that  they  agreed  to 
the  principle  on  the  naked  flatement  of  it  in  the  ab(lra£t.  Laft 
year,  upon  the  fame  principle,  an  experiment  had  been  tried  in  the 
trip(c  afleffment  of  the  taxes,  and  that  experiment  had  failed  ;  and 
the  pretence  for  the  prcfent  bill  was,  that  it  would  operate  more 
equally,  and  to  a  larger  extent ;  that  was  at  prefent  merely  a  fpccu* 
lation,  and  before  noble  Lords  committed  ihcmfelves  to  it,  they 
ought  to  have  time  for  confidcnition,  and  to  alk  themfclves  how  far 
they  thought  it  wife  to  take  it  for  granted  ?  He  owned  for  one  he 
had  maintained  converfations  on  the  fubjcdt  with  men  competent,  to 
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fpeak  of  ity  and  wis  not  therefore  altogether  a  (Granger  to  the  nature 
of  the  bill.  Latterly^  however^  he  had  not  fo  much  attended  to  it, 
and  had  rather  thought  it  right  to  referve  the  making  up  of  his  mind 
upon  ity  till  the  bill  came  regularly  before  the  Houfe ;  nor  was  it  a 
fatisfaclery  argument  to  his  mind^  that  the  principle  ought  to  be 
adopted,  becaufe  abftJute  perfe£lion»  in  point  of  equality  in  taxarion> 
was  admitted  to  be  utterly  unattainable ;  but  that  this  bill  attempted^ 
what  It  was  right'  to  atte.mpt,-  namely,  to  approach  nearer  to  that 
perfection  than  the  Legtflature  had  done  before.  That  argument 
might  be  urged  wiih  equal  advantage  in  favour  of  any  other  bill, 
upon  the  fubjed  of  taxation.  Another  reafon  which  he  muft  again 
urge,  for  more  time  before  the  Houfe  proceeded  forther  with  the 
bill,  was  the  confideration  of  the  calamitous  efFefi  the  bill  would 
have,  if  it  failed.  In  that  cafe  it  would  drive  hundreds  and  thou- 
fands  to  diilrefs,  and  from  diftrcfs  to  defpair.  That  confideration 
alone,  in  his  mind,  was  an  unanfwerable  argument,  and  would 
make  it  a  matter  of  confcience  with  him  to  perfift  in  his  motion  to 
adjourn. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  left  the  woolfack,  and  ex- 
preifcd  his  furprifc  that  there  (hould  have  arifen  a  (ingle  difficulty 
about  reading  the  bill  a  fccond  time,  when  tlieir  fole  objed  in  fo 
doing  was  the  adoption  of  the  principleof  it-— a  principle  which  the 
HcMjfe  had  adopted  and  acled  upon  fo  lately.  That  principle 
leitcd  upon  two  clear  and  diAindt  propofi lions— the  one  propoTuioo 
w^s.  Whether  it  was  wifcr  to  ralfe  a  cunfiderablc  portion  of  the 
fupplies  of  the  year  within  the  year,,  by  a  larger  contribution  on  the 
part  uf  the  people,  than  by  the  mode  of  a  loan,  which  would  make 
more  taxes  neceflfary  to  pay  the  intercft,  and  that  in  perpetuity  ? 
The  other  propofition  was,  How  far,  if  the  firft  propofition  were 
admitted,  the  means  provided  by  the  bill  were  calculated  to  cany 
that  propofition  into  pradticable  efFefi  ?-^With  regard  to  the  firft, 
it  was  no  new  fubje£l  of  difcufiion.  The  wifdom  and  the  principle 
of  raifing  a  targe  (hare  of  the  fupplies  within  the  year  had  been  con- 
fidcred  at  a  period  to  which  the  memory  of  the  noble  Lord,  at  leaft« 
would  not  go — folong  fincc  as  the  year  1778^  when  it  was  a  topic 
treated  by  various  writers  who  examined  it  with  confiderable  powers 
of  refearch,  and  the  arguments  on  both  fides  were  brougjbat  forward, 
and  the  objedions  it  was  liable  to,  as  well  as  the  reafons  in  its  fa- 
vour, were  fairly  dated.  That  a  wi(h  to  have  the  principle  of 
raifing  a  confidcrablc  part  of  the  fupplies  within  the  year,  hj  the 
mcde  provided  by  the  prcfsnt  bill,  was  felt,  and  deemed  the  rood 
preferable  mode,  he  could  cafily  prove  by  producing  copies  of  the 
petitions  fcni  up  laR  fcffion  by  pt>pulous  trading  towns  and  corpora- 
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ijons  rn  different  parts  of  the  Ungdom,  in  which  that  mode  wst  ex- 
prefety  recommefided,  andd^iived  to  be  adopted  infleadof  the  mea- 
fureof  the  triple  afleflfment.  With  regard  to  the  fecond  proportions 
viz.  how  far  the  means  of  rendering  the  principle  pra£)icable»  an|d 
carrying  it  intoeftd,  were  to  be  found  in  the  provifions.of  the  bill, 
that  was  a  matter  to  be  difcufled  in  coniidering  the  detail  of  the 
bill,  and  confeqiientiy  could  not  be  got  at  till  after  the  bill  had  been 
read  a  (ecoT\d  tin)e,  and  wa^  referred  to  a  Committee.  Why,  there- 
fore,  the  noble  Lord  ftiould  objed  to  the  immediately  reading  the 
bill  a  fecond  time,  he  could  not  imagine. 

Lord  HOLLAND  faid,  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had^  by 
ifeiting  the  two  propofitions  diOiniSUy,  given  himfelf  addhional 
ground  for  wiibing  for  more  time,  becaufe  every  noUe  Lord  niuft 
afk  himfelfi  whether  he  could  fo  haftily  adopf  the  fecond  propo- 
iition,  that  the  bill  was  a  pra£tii»ble  means  of  ratfing  the  fup- 
plies,  or,  at  lead,  a  great  pact  of  them,  within  the  year?-— 
Miiiiflers  had,  laft  feffion,  brought  forward  die  triple  aflfeflhient 
as  a  fit  means  to  cSkA  that  purpofe,  and  now  they  owned  it  had  failed^ 
and  they  came  forw;ird  with  another  meafure  to  eflfeA  it.  It  did 
then  behove  their  Lordfliipf  to  confider  well  of  the  better  praMc»- 
bility  of  the  prefeht  propofition  before  they  adopted  it:  at  any  rate 
he  was  extremely  ^ad  that  the  converfation  that  had  paflM  had 
taken  place,  becaufe  when  they  did  come  into  the  Committee^  it 
would  not,  as  ufual,  be  objcAed  to  him>  that  by  not  having  oppofed 
the  fecond  reading,  he  fibod  committed  to  the  whole  of  the  prin- 
cipie-^a  mode  of  argument  which  it  was  the  general  pradice  of 
Minifters  to  avail  themfdves  of,  after  they  had  perAiadcd  the  Houfe 
to  pafs  the  Aage  of  tho  fecond  reading.  With  regard  to  the  noblS 
Secretary  on  the  crofs  bench  faying,  that  if  it  was  meant*  to  rejed 
the  bill,  the  fooner  it  was  read  a  fecond  time  the  better ;  he  could 
only  confider  that  as  an  argument  addrefled  to  thofe  noble  Lords 
who  meant  to  fupport  it,  and  not  to  him  who  oppofed  it.  As  to 
the  ufe  of  the  delay  he  preflfed  for,  bow  did  he  know,  if  the  bill 
were  rejected,  but  that  a  loan  might  be  reforted  to  ?  At  any  rate  he 
thought  farther  time  might  be  ufeful. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  left  the  woolfack  and  faid, 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  himfelf  fuggefted  a  reafon  for  reading  the 
bill  a  fecond  time  dircdlly,  which  had  not  occurred  to  him  as  appli- 
cable to  the  prefent  quefiion,  viz.  that  it  was  highly  neceflary  to  ex- 
amine how  far  the  firft  propofition  was  rendered  praAicable  by  the 
provifions  of  the  bill :  if  fo,  undoubtedly  it  was  fit  to  read  the  bill 
a  fecond  time  without  farther  delay,  as  it  was  inipofijble  to  judge  of 
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the  pradicahility  of  cffeSdtig  the  aim  of  the  firft  propofition,  that 
the  provifions  of  the  bill  promtfed,  before  thofe  provtfions  came  ic* 
gularly  under  difcufliony  which  could  only  be  in  the  Committee. 

Lord  HOLLAND  repeated  his  former  argument,  and  faid>  he 
meant  to  attend  to  the  future  eonfideration  of  the  bill ;  but  he  pro- 
mifed  the  Houfe,  that  as  he  was  aware  of  the  peculiar  regulations 
adopted  and  aded  upon  by  the  other  Houfe»  in  refpe£t  to  bills  of 
thatnature,  he  never  would  wantonly,  and  without  ferious  and 
weighty  caufe,  move  an  alteration  which  (hould  endanger  the  fate 
of  a  bill  of  importance. 

Lord  AUCKLAND  faid,  he  would  detain  the  tioufe  but  a  very 
few  minutes ;  he  rofe  merely  to  contradid  an  aflertion  that  had 
been  made  more  than  once  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  viz.  that  the 
meafure  of  the  triple  aiTcfTment  of  the  taxes  had  failed.  He  denied 
the  truth  of  that  affertion  mod  decidedly,  the  fad  being  diredly  the 
reverie.  The  aflefrcd  taxes  were,  he  believed,  given  for  fevea 
millions,  and  the  money  that  had  come  in  from  them  and  the 
public  fpirit.of  the  country,  amounted  to  half  a  million  mote* 
What  he  meant  to  have  faid  farther  on  the  fubjeA  of  the  bill,  he 
would  referve  to  a  more  convenient  opportunity ;  and  if  he  under- 
ftood  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Holland)  rightly,  that  noble  Lord  meant 
the  oppofe  the  bill  in  the  Committee,  and  to  have  what  he  had  faid, 
confidered  as  a  notice  of  fuch  his  intention.  He  wifhed  to  know, 
if  he  meant  to  give  fuch  a  notice  i 

Lord  HOLLAND  faid^  he  had  exprefsly  dtelared  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  move  any  alteration  in  any  particular  claufe, 
for  the  reafons  he  had  fbted  :  but  he  (hould  examine  and  difcufs 
the  provifions  of  a  bill,  which,  if  it  failed,  muft,  as  he  had  be* 
fore  faid,  be  productive  of  very  calamitous  confequences  to  many 
clafles  of  people. 

The  queftion  was  put,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
committed  for  Monday  next. 
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Fridajj  ygnuary  4. 

Mr.  STEELE  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  His  MajeAy  had  been 
watted  upon  with  an  addrefs  of  that  Houfe,  requeuing  the  affidavit 
of  the  Keeper  of  the  Cold-bath-field  prifon  refpeAing  the  treat- 
ment of  the  State  Prifoners ;  with  which  requeft  His  Majel^  was 
mod  gradouily  pleafed  to  comply. 

Mr.  Long  then  brought  up  copies  of  letters  from  the  Duke  of 
Portland ;  alfo  affidavits,  &c.  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Houfe  of  Cor- 
reflion.  Cold- bath  Fields,  purfuant  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  to 
His  Majefty.  The  papers  were  dire£ted  to  be  laid  upon  the  table 
for  the  perufal'  of  the  Members. 

Honourable  Mr.  BRODERICK  moved  for  the  produaion  of 
fundry  accounts  and  eftimates  of  expences  attending  the  E^ft- India 
eftablifhments,  and  the  production  of  fundry  duties  in  the  various 
provinces. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  clerk  had,  in 
compliance  with  the  diredions  of  the  a£t,  made  out  a  lid  of  Mem- 
bers to  compofe  the  Eaft- India  Judicature. 

• 

Monday^  January  7. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received 
notice  fropfi  the  Court  of  Diredlors  of  the  Bank,  that  on  and  after  the 
14th  inftant^die  Bank  would  pay  incaih,  during  the  ufual  hours 
of  bufinefs,  all  fractional  fums  under  five  pounds  i  and  that  on  and 
after  the  ifi  nf  February  next,  the  Bank  would  pay  in  cafli  for  all 
notes  of  one  and  two  pounds  value,  that  are  dated  prior  to  the  ift 
of  July,  1798;  or  exchange  them  for  new  notes  of  the  fame 
value,  at  the  option  of  the  holders. 

Mr.  Speaker  alio  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  bad,  agreeably 
to  an  a6k  paflfed  bft  feffion^  for  continuing  the  rcfhidion  on  the 
caih  payments,  caufed  the  above  notice  to  be  infcrted  in  the  London 
Gazette. 

The  lids  prepared  by  the  clerk,  agreeably  to  the  provifions  of 
the  India  Judicature  bills,  were  referred  to  a  Committee  to  ex- 
amine and  report  the  names  of  fuph  Members  of  that  Houfe  as 
ibould  occur  more  than  twenty  times  in  thofe  lifis. 

Vot.  VIL    .  3  X 
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Tuifdayf  January  8. 

The  Earl  of  SUFFOLK  rofe,  and  additffed  the  Houfe  to  neariy 
the  following  purport. — I  (houldbe  ferry,  my  Lords,  totrefpfs  on 
the  time  of  your  Lordfliip$,  by  introducing  at  this  time  any  matter 
not  immediately  before  your  Lordfhips  ;  but,  I  flatter  myfelf,  I 
(hall  (tand  excufed  for  fo  doing,  when  I  inform  the  Houfe  that 
what  I  have  now  to  fay  is  for  the  purpofe  of  correfling  a  miftate* 
Xtitxfi  which  I  was  involuntarily  led  into  on  the  other  night  of  the 
.meeting  of  your  Lordfliips.  Wliat  I  then  mentioned  relative  to 
Colonel  Defpard,  I  informed  your  Lordfhips,  I  did  in  a  great  mca- 
fure  on  reports.  I  was  induced  to  do  fo  from  having  formerly 
known  that  gentleman  in  His  Majefty's  fcrvjce,  though  I  have  not 
feen  him  for  feventcen  or  eighteen  years  \  but  at  the  time  I  was  ac- 
quainted with  him,  it  was  impofljble  for  any  gentleman  to  polTcfs  a 
fairer  or  more  amiable  character.  I  have,  however,  fince  rhat  rime 
received  a  letter,  which  induces  me  to  believe  that  in  what  I  ftatcd 
on  a  former  night,  I  was  in  fome  particular  circumftances  bv  no 
means  correal ;  and  as  it  has  never  been  my  intention  to  interfere  in 
this  bufinefs,  farther  than  the  didlates  of  humanity  led  me  to  attempt 
the  alleviation  of  the  fufferings  of  a  gentleman,  circunoOanccd  as 
Colonel  Defpard  is,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  allowed  to  fay  a  few  words 
by  way  of  correfling  what  I  then,  it  feems,  erroneoufly  (tated,  as  I 
would  not  wifti,  on  any  account,  that  any  thing  I  have  faid  refpefl- 
ing  the  treatment  of  pcrfons  imprifoned  by  the  order  of  Government, 
fhould  in  any  refpc(fl  be  mifreprefcnted  or  mifunderftood  by  the  pub- 
lic. I  will  therefore  beg  leave  to  read  to  your  Lordfhips  the  letter, 
or  at  leaft  part  of  it,  which  I  have  received^— [Here  his  Lord(hip 
read  a  part  of  the  letter,  which  aflcrte d  the  truth  of  the  letter  writ- 
ten by  Mrs.  Defpard,  fctting  forth  the  confinement  of  the  Colonel, 
&c.] — But,  proceeded  his  Lord(hip,  I  find,  my  Lords,  the  follow- 
ing is  the  material 'point  in  which  I  have  been  miftaken  relative  to 
the  brother  of  Colonel  Defpard  having  been  arref^ed  and  imprifoned 
for  fix  weeks  inftead  of  the  Colonel — [His  Lordfhip  then  read  far- 
ther from  the  letter,  nearly  to  the  following  purport]  :—**  That  he 
was  mifldken  or  mifinformed  as  to  the  confinement  of  the  brother 
of  Colonel  Defpard  ;  for  that  it  was  the  Colonel  himfelfthat  had 
been  apprehended  and  detained  in  cuftody  during  that  time  ;  at  the 
end  of  which,  either  for  want  of  any  charge  againfthim^  or  for  other 
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caufeS)  he  had  been  difcharged,  and  continued  at  liberty  till  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas-corpus  AQ  took  place,  when  he  was  imme- 
diately again  arreAed,  and  had  been  confiacd  and  treated  in  the  man* 
ner  before  ftatcd."  I  have  thought  it  my  duty,  my  Lords,  pro- 
ceeded the  noble  Earl,  to  Aate  thus  much  to  your  Lordihips,  in 
order  to  (hew  my  readinefs  and  defirc  to  correS  what  appeared  to 
be  a  miftatement  on  my  part,  though  I  acknowledged  at  the  time 
that  what  I  faid  was  founded  chiefly  on  report.  I  will  hot,  there- 
fore, trouble  the  Houfe  farther  at  prefent  than  to  aflure  them  that 
I  was,  in  the  whole  of  my  conduA  in  thi$  bufinefs,  influenced  by 
motives  of  humanity,  and  a  fincere  vdtti  th^t  the  confinement  of 
perfons  on  fufpicion  of  crimes  (hould  be  attended  with  every  alle- 
viating circumftance,  which  did  not  tend  to  rifque  their  adual  per- 
fonal  efcape. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  faid,  that  fo  much  had  already  been  faid 
upon  this  fubjeft,  it  would  not  be  neceflary  for  him  to  trouble  their 
Lordihips  with  more  than  a  very  few  words  indeed.  The  noble 
Earl  who  fpoke  laft,  had  declared,  that  he  was  influenced  by  mo- 
tives of  humanity  alone«  He  was  bold  to  fay,  that  in  refpc6t  to 
humanity,  prifoners  of  every  denomination  were  treated  in  this 
country,  not  only  in  the  prifon  alluded  to,  but  every  other  in  the 
kingdom,  with  a  far  greater  degree  of  humanity,  than  perfons  in 
the  fame  fituacion  were  in  any  other  nation  or  country  on  the  face 
of  the  globe.  It  was  impoflible  that  their  Lordfliips  could  fcrioufly 
attend  to  the  information  conveyed  by  anonymous  letters,  or  at  leaft 
letters  to  which  no  name  was  afExed  ;  but  he  had  no  doubt,  that 
when  real  documents  relative  to  the  general  Aate  and  government 
of  the  prifon  alluded  to  came  to  be  laid  before  their  Lordihips,  the 
impreflion  would  be  ver)'  different  indeed.  From  every  thing  he 
had  heard  on  the  fubjcd^,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  in  the  particular 
cafe  of  Colonel  Dcfpard,  every  attention  had  been  paid  to  his  com- 
plaints as  f(x>n  as  made,  and  fuch  alleviations  as  the  nature  of  cir- 
cumOances  would  admit,^had  been  inflantly  made  in  his  favour. 

The  Earl  of  SUFFOLK  faid,  that  he  had  yefterday  dined  acci- 
dentally with  Mr.  Courtcnay,  at  the  houfe  of  a  friend  of  his  own; 
though  when  he  went  he  did  not  known  that  gentleman  was  to  be 
one  of  the  company.  That  after  dinner  the  convrrfation,  natu- 
rally, after  what  had  paffed  in  that  Houfe  and  elfewhere,  turned 
upon  Colonel  Defpard's  (ituation,  and  what  had  been  faid  upon  it. 
That  Mr  Courrenay  (hewed  his  Lordihip  copies  of  lett<irs  which 
had  been  addreffcd  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  the  particular 
dates  of  applications  which  had  been  made  from  time  to  time,  to 
his  Grace,  and  Mr.  Wickhaih  ;  and  from  thcfc  it  appeared,  that 
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fo  hx  from  Colonel  Dc^rd  having  received  any  alleviation  to  faia 
fufFcrings  oo  his  firft  application,  it  was  nearly  fcven  OKxttfas  befisie 
any  notice  bad  been  ta^en  of  them  at  all.  That  it  was  not  only 
by  letters,  that  the  noble  Duke  had  been  applied  to,  but  Mrs.  Def- 
pard  had  triarc  than  once  or  twice  waited  on  Mr.  Wickham  for  tbe 
fame  purpofe,  without  obtaining  any  fiivourable  anfwer,  or  any  alter^ 
ation  in  the  Colonel's  circumftances.  That  it  was  not  tiU  after 
Mr.  Reeves  went  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  CoIonel»  that  any  alteraticn 
had  taken  place  as  to  his  treatment  or  fituation ;  and,  (miiah  to  tbe 
honour  of  that  gentleman),  he  was  informed,  and  believed,  tha^it 
was  endrely  owing  to  his  humane  interfoiencc  that  any  alteration 
had  taken  place.  His  Lordflup  then  mentioned  that,  in  addatiaa 
to  the  feverity  of  the  Colonel's  confinement,  it  appeared  by  the  pa- 
pers (hewed  to  him  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  that  the  Colonel  had  been 
iUntcd  to  the  general  jail  allowance  of  that  prifen,  which,  was  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  coarfe  beef  and  broth  twice  a  week,  and  odier  parti- 
cubr  meiles  ftill  more  homely.  That  Mrs.  Detjpard  had, indeed,  been, 
fuffered  to  bring  hifh,  when  (he  was  permitted  to  vtlithim,  twice  a 
week,  any  additional  comforts  in  the  way  of  eatables,  but  was  not 
allowed  to  furni(h  him  with  the  fmalle(t  quantity  of  wine^  or  any 
other  liquor.  His  Lord(hip  then  alluded  to  the  great  humanity 
which  had  been  urged  by  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  as  being  tifiod 
towards  the  prilbners  of  this  country,  far  beyond  that  extended  to 
thoTe  of  any  other  nation  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  and  aiked  iJF  die 
fare  allotted  to  Colonel  Defpard  was  to  be  r^rded  as  a  fpocimen 
of  it  ?  When  I  knew  him,  ((aid  his  Lord(hip,}  he  was  oCod  to  all 
the  good  cheer  that  the  beft  tables  could  poffibly  af&rd  ^  tables 
equal  to  thofe  kept  by  myfelf,  and  moft  of  the  noble  Lords  in  tbis 
Houfe :  for  he  was  every  day  at  the  tables  of  two  gcndemen,  who^ 
from  their  high  rank  and  fituadon  in  life,  were  obliged  to  keep  up 
that  digniBed  (hew  and  fplendour  which  might  vie  with  that  of  any 
noble  Lord  ;.  and  from  every  thing  I  was  able  to  perceive  in  Co- 
lonel Defpard  at  that  time,  I  thought  him  a  man  of  fuch  amiable 
manners  and  excellent  charader,  as  to  be  highly  deierviiig  of  any 
mark  of  refpcdt  and  cAeem  which  the  proudeft  man  could  ibew  him* 
Surely,  then,  (faid  his  Lord(bip},  there  appears  to  be  an  uncommoa 
feverity,  not  only  in  the  confinement,  but  in  the  fare  of  the  Colonel, 
confidering  that  he  is  only  confined  on  fufpicion,  and  has  had  no 
trial ;  and  it  is  an  alarming  confidcradon,  that  no  man  knows,  (b 
long  as  the  Habeas-corpus  A£t  continues  fufpended,  how  foon  bis 
fate  may  condudl  him  to  the  fame  melancholy  fituation  as  that  of 
Colonel  Defpard. 
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The  Didtt  of  PORTLAND  faid,  that  after  what  had  fallett 
ffom  the  Qoble  £aTl  who  had  juft  fat  dowOi  he  mufi  beg  kavc  to 
trouble  dxir  Lor-dibips  with  a  few  words»  and  cbey  (hould  be  veiy 
few  indeed.  He  felt  much  (iirprifed  at  hearing  this  matter  once 
more  brought  forwardi  and  inuigined»  after  what  had  paflfed  a  few 
nights  ago,  it  had  been^lone  with.  With  refpefi  to  what  had  been 
faid  about  Colonel  Dcfpard,  he  could  alTure  their  Lordlhips,  eveijr 
attention  bad  been  oaid  to  his  complaints ;  but  indeed  the  Colonel 
himfelf  bad  not  made  any.  Had  he  had  the  fmalleft  idea^  that  ^ 
matter  woidd  agaia  have  been  touched  upon  this  evening,  he  would 
have  bioqght  the  ncceflary  documents  in  his  poc](et»  to  convince 
their  LonUhips  of  the  truth  of  what  he  had  then  faid. 

IxM-d  HOLLAND  faid,  that  he  did  not  rife  to  trouble  their 
Lovdfiup^  on  any  thing  peribnally  relative  to  the  fituation  or  treat* 
meat  of  Coknel  De^ard  in  prifofv,  not  having  the  honour  of  know-* 
ii^  him,  or  being  panicularly  acquainted  wkh  the  circumftances 
attending  his  cafe,  except  what  he  had  heard  in  their  LordChips' 
Houfe.  There  were  fome  few  words,  however,  which  had  this 
night  fallen  from  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  on  which  he  fliould 
beg  leave  to  make  a  few  obicrvations.  The  noble  Secretary  had 
fidd,  '<  that  prifoners  of  all  denominations  were  treated  in  this 
cowury  with  a  degree  of  humanity  far  beyond  that  of  any  other  na- 
tion on  the  face  of  the  globe."  It  might  be  that  in  many  cafes  they 
were  fo  \  but  he  would  afk  the  noble  Secretary  in  what  country  on 
the  face  of  the  globe  prifoners  were  treated  with  the  fevericy  which 
had  been  dated,  who  were  confined  merely  on  fufpicion  ?  He 
knew  of  none.  There  was  one  thing,  however,  which  the  noUe 
Secretary  had  paiTed  by  without  the  flighted  notice,  though  it  was 
the  leading  feature  of  what  had  been  brought  forward  this  night  by 
his  noble  friend,  and  which  in  his  miad  deferved  the  mo(i  atten- 
tive confideration.  This  was  the  circumftance  on  which  were 
founded  the  milbkeand  the  miftatcment  which  his  noble  friend  had 
juil  before  acknowledged  and  cleared  up,  viz.  that  Colonel  Def- 
pard  htmfelf  had  been  arrefted  and  confined  fix  weeks  and  then  dif- 
charged,  imiiiediately  antecedent  to  the  time  of  pafTing  the  fufpen- 
iion  of  the  Habcas-corpus  A£t,  and  then  very  foon  after  that  fufpen- 
fioA  took  place  he  had  been  again  arrefted,  and  confined  with  that 
degree  of  feverity  which  had  been  reprefented.  His  Lordfliip  con- 
fefled  that  he  was  forry  he  did  not  know  of  this  circumftance  be- 
fore the  farther  extenfion  of  that  ad  came  before  their  Lordfliips, 
as  it  would  have  been  with  him  very  ftrong  and  convincing  argu- 
ment and  reafon  for  flill  more  Orcnuoufly  oppofing  it.  He  (hould 
have  liked  to  hear  what  the  noble  Lord  on  the  crofs  bench  had  to 
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fay  rcfpeding  this  point,  afid  could  not  but  lament  that  a  power 
fhould  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  any  fet  of  men  to  imprifon  and 
confine  the  fubjeds  of  this  country,  arrefted  merely  on  fufpicion, 
with  a  degree  of  fe verity  which  ought  only  to  attach  to  thofe  who, 
after  a  fair  trial,  had  been  convi6)ed. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  lofe,   but  obferving  the  Lord  Chancellor 
had  left  the  woolfack,  his  Lordfhip  gave  place  accordingly. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  b^an  by  informing  their 
Lordfhips,  that  he  had  quitted  the  woolfack  for  the  purpofe  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  the  prefent  converfation,  which  was  in  itfelf  not  only 
very  irregular,  but  would  be  made  the  means  of  giving  im  extenfive 
circulation  to  what  was  faid  there,  which,  publi(hed  as  procecdii^ 
from  any  other  place,  would  be  highly  reprehenfible.  '  If  any  noble 
Lord  in  that  Houfe  had  any  motion  to  bring  forward  refpe£ting  the 
treatment  of  the  prifoners  in  the  jail  alluded  to,  he  could  aflure  them 
that  the  noble  Lords  who  had  the  honour  to  compofe  in  part  the 
government  of  the  country,  would  be  glad  to  receive  and  attend  to 
fuch  motion,  with  every  degree  of  franknefs  and  candour  that  any 
noble  Lord  could  poflibly  defire.  It  was  certainly  the  duty  of  that 
Houfe  to  attend  mofi  ferioufly  to  any  charge  which  might  be  brcwght 
againft  thofe  who  were  entrufted  with  the  care  and  confinement  of 
prifoners,  whenever  fuch  charge  (hould  be  gravely  and  projieriy 
brought  forward  in  a  regular  courfe  of  proceeding  ;  and  he  could 
affure  their  Lordfhips,  that  Government  were  anxtoufly  deiirous  of 
fuch  a  legal  inveftigation  taking  place  ;  but  it  was  idle  to  fuppofe 
their  Lordfhips  ought  to  fuffer  their  minds  to  be  imprefled  with 
anonymous  reports,  or  fcraps  of  letters  written  they  knew  not 
where,  and  fent  by  they  knew  not  whom — or  to  converfations  of 
gentlemen  who  may  have  brought  any  fuch  matters  forward  in  any 
other  place.  With  regard  to  the  prifon  alluded  to,  he  had  reafon  to 
believe,  from  the  information  he  had  received,  that  the  difcipline  of 
it  was  and  had  been  fuch  as  to  conduce  very  much,  by  the  proper 
treatment  of  thofe  confined  in  it,  to  the  advancement  of  their  tnon] 
good,  and  very  much  to  the  benefit  of  fociety.  That  fince  certain 
i^eps  had  been  taken,  however,  the  place  had  become  very  difor- 
derly.  This  prifon  was,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  regulated  by  rules 
highly  beneficial  to  the  intercfts  of  thofe  who  were  confined  in  it. 
Vifiting  Magiftrates,  compofed  of  fomc  of  the  moft  rcfpeAablc 
charadlers  in  the  country,  went  over  the  prifon  at  (tated  periods  in 
order  to  make  inquiries,  and  liften  to  the  complaints  of  every  pri- 
fonerwhohad  any  to  make  rcfpeding  his  treatment.  One  of  thofe 
vifiting  Magiftrates — a  gentleman  to  whofc  worthy  and  amiable 
charader  every  man  who  knew  him  would  moft  readily  fubfcribe  ; 
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htf  ;hacl  no  wi(h  to  conceal  his  name  ;  it  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Glafle, 
a  clergyman  of  the  greateft  worth  and  humanity^-had  informed 
-htm,  that  the  place  had  lately  become  very  diforderlyy  and  he  was 
9t>prehen(ive  that  more  (hri6t  difcipline»  with  rerpe6l  to  thofe  who 
were  admitted  to  vifit  it,  mud  be  hereafter  obferved,  otherwife  the 
good  eiFedts  which  had  previoufly  refulted  ffom  th^  regulations 
adopted,  and  which  had  proved  of  the  greateft  benefit  to  fevcral 
who  had  been  confined  there*  would  be  rendered  of  little  or  no 
avaiL.  .  The  rules  and  regulations  of  the  prifon,  his  LordOiip  faitf* 
were  printed,  and  might  be  feen  and  read  by  every  one  ;  and  if 
people  would  attentively  read  and  confider  them,  it  would  efFedu- 
ally  do  away  the  (illy,  idle,  ridiculous  nicknames  which  had  been  fo 
readily  given  to  the  prifon  in  Clerkenwell  by  hackney  coachmen, 
and,  perhaps,  fome  gentlemen  who  may  have  chofen  to  ufe  them  in 
fpeaking  of  it  in  other  places.  Nothing,  his  Lordihip  faid,  could 
be  more  contradidory  than  many  of  the  reports  which  had  been 
circulated  refpeding  the  perfons  confined  there.  One  gentleman 
bad  aflerted,  that  Mrs.  Defpard  was  only  allowed  to  fpeak  to  her 
hufb^nd  through  a  gmte ;  another,  no  lefs  refpedable,  had  declared, 
that  when  he  went  there,  he  faw  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Defpard  fitting  to- 
gether very  comfortably  before  the  fire  in  the  Lodge.  All  (hefe 
things,  his  Lordfliip  obferved,  evinced  that  matters,  thus  loofely 
brou^iiK  for%^ard,  ought  not  to  make  any  impreflion  on  their'  Lord- 
ihips'  minds.  When  gravely  and  regularly  entered  upbn,  Govern- 
ment would  be  ready  to  give  the  bufinefs  the  mod  ample  and  de- 
liberate invcQigation.  There  was  one  thing  which  a  noble  Lord 
(Holland)  had  particularly  dwelt  upon  as  not  being  taken  notice  of 
by  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  which  was,  that  of  Colonel  Dcfpard's 
being  liberated,  and  after  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  again 
arceQed.  His  Lordfhip  faid  he  could  take  upon  him  toaflfure  the 
noble  Lord,  that  it  was  on  frefh  information,  and  new  circumflances, 
which  had  arifen  and  been  received  fubfequent  to  the  paffing  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas-corpus  A£l,  that  Colonel  Defpard  had 
been  arreted  again. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Income  Bill 
being  read. 

The  Earl  of  SUFFOLK  faid : — I  rife,  my  Lords,  to  give  my 
oppofing  voice  to  the  third  reading  of  this  bill,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  (late  to  your  Lordihips  the  reafons  which  influence  my 
condud  in  fo  doing.  No  man,  my  Lords,  is  more  willing  than  I 
am,  and  I  have  declared  the  fame  fentiment  during  the  two  laft 
feflions,  to  fubmit  to  a  fair,  equal,  and  equitable  tax  upon  income. 
B4t  the  prcfcnt  I  can  by  no  means  allow  to  be  a  meafure  of  that 
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nature ;  I  conceive  that  it  is  ntitfacr  equal  nor  equitable ;  and  tliat 
if  it  be  carried  into  efied,  it  will  be  pfodoAive  of  confequenees  very 
imfchievous  to  the  country  at  large.     My  LorcfSy  I  contend  durt  tbc 
operation  of  this  bill  will  be  peculiarly  heavy  and  oppreffive  on  the 
gendemen  of  landed  ^property— ^fo  much  fo^  indeed,  that  the  land 
will  never  be  able  to  bear  it.     This  tax,  my  Lords,  is  calculated 
and  aflerted  to  affix  no  more  than  a  tenth  upon  income ;  but  I  think, 
my  Lords,    I    (hall  be  able   to  (hew  your  LorddiipSy  thai   h 
wUl,  in  fad,  be  found  to  amount  to  nearly,  if  not  full,  twienly 
per  cent.     I   ihall  not  quote  to  your  Lordftiips  any  ^ciy  K^ 
authority  for  what  I  am  about  to  Aate,  but  (ball  content  myfelf 
with  laying  before  your  Lordihips  the  fituation  in  whkh  I  ftand 
with  regard  to  my  own  property.     It  is  faid,  that  this  tax  is  only 
ten  )pct  cent,  upon  my  income ;  but,  my  Lords,  I  beg  leave  id 
remind  your  LordAips,  that  laft  feflion  a  tax  i^n  falc  took  plaee, 
which,  in  Gloucefterfhire,  Wiltfhire,  and  other  coundes,  upon  what 
is  called  the  dairy  farms  in  particular,  will,  in  its  operation,  be 
equal  to  4.  per  cent.     There  is  alfo  a  very  heavy  article,  whid),  in 
many  places,  and  particularly  on  eftates  a<yoining  to  mine,  At 
poor  rates,  fall  uncommonly  heavy.     This,  my  Lords,  is  owing  to 
a  very  extenfive  common  which  adjoins  fome  e&ates  I  have,  as  wdl 
as  thofe  of  a  noble  Lord  neiir,  in  the  parifh  of  Brinkfworth ;  and  I 
can  appeal  to  many  noble  Lords,  that  where  there  are  ihofecxtenfive 
commons,  the  poor  naturally  flock  to  them  ;  and  in  the  particular 
place  which  I  have  juft  mentioned,  I  believe,  I  am  within  bounds 
when  I  (late  the  poor  rates  at  3  per  cent.     This  added  to  the  other 
makes  with  the  tax  impofed  by  tlve  prefent  bill  1 7  per  cent.  When 
we  caft  our  eye  to  the  ncceflary  expcnces  of  bailifis,  ftewards,  and 
other  numerous  incidentals  to  landed  pf'operty,  we  cannot  realbnably 
place  lefs  than  5  per  cent,  to  that  account,  which  makes  the  whole 
nearly  20  per  cent.,  and  which,  when  applied  to  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  is  a  prodigious  hardfhip,  which  threatens  the  moft  per- 
nicious cffedla  to  the  landed  property,  and  which,  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced,  is  far  more  than  it  can  or  ought  to  bear.     Having  Oated 
thus  much,  my  Lords,  as  to  the  operation  of  the  tax  on  my  land,  I 
will  beg  leave  to  fay  a  few  words  as  to  the  fyftem  I  have  purfued  m 
improvements.     Few  men,   I  believe,  have  paid  more  attention 
to  agricultural  improvements  than  myfelf.     I  have,  in  the  coutfe 
of  the  laft  few  years,  expended  in  impovements  nnore  than  1 5,000!. ; 
in  doing  which,  my  Lords,  I  have  of  courfe  fubmitted  to  the  pri- 
vation of  a  great  many  of  thofe  comforts  which  perfons  of  my  nude 
in  life  may  very  naturally  and  fairly  be  allowed  to  be  indulged  in. 
it  muft  be  evident,  my  Lords^^^  that  I  have  not  done  this  for  my 
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own  perfonal  gratification.  No^  my  Lords ;  I  was  induced  to 
fuch  a  line  of  condufi,  in  order  that  I  .mighf  tranfmic  to  my  (on  ^ 
tftate  as  independent  as  the  principles  which  1  have  endeavoured  to 
inftill  into  his  mind,  and  which  might  always  prove  the  means  of 
enabling  him  .to  a6t  up  to  them.'  Many  other  noble  Lords,  I  dare 
hjf  there  are,  who  have  adled  upon  the  fame  fyllem  with  myfelf. 
I  now  call  upon  fiich  noble  Lords,  and  caution  them  to  beware 
how  they  givp  their  fanflion  to  a  meafure  which  fsills  fo  peculiarly 
heavy  aikl  oppreflTive  on  the  landed  intereft  in  particular.  Very  dif- 
ferent indeed  is  the  (ituation  of  the  noble  Lords  upon  the  crofii 
bench)  and  other  parts  of  the  Houfe,  whole  fltuations  brii^  them 
in  very  large  emoluments,  which  they  no  doubt  well  deferve,  for  the 
high,  important,  and  arduous  Nations  they  fill  in  the  adminlAration 
of  the  Government  of  the  country.  Tbcfe  noble  Lords,  however, 
have  only  to  pay  their  ten  per  cent,  out  of  the  feven,  dght,  or  ten 
tboufand  a  year,  which  they  receive.  They  have  no  fait  duties, 
mnounting  to  (bur  per  cent,  no  poor-rates,  bailiffs,  Rewards,  broken 
farmers,  and  other  unavoidable  incidentals  of  that  nature  to  affe£t 
them.  They  have  befide  a  rich  field  of  patronage  open  to  them, 
wherewith  to  gratify  the  blooming  hopes  and  rifing  ambition  of  their 
younger  fons  and  neareft  relatives,  in  the  extenfive  and  lucrative 
branches  of  the  navy,  the  army,  and  the  church.  Thefe  are  cir- 
Gumilanccs  which  may  make  noble  Lords  look  lightly  on  a  tax  of 
ten  percent,  upon  income;  but  when  it  falls  in  fo  oppreflive  ?  man- 
ner  upon  land,  it  becomes  very  hard  indeed  to  thofe  who  have  only 
their  land,  and  what  they  can  fave  from  it,  to  fupport  the  younger 
branches  of  their  feveral  families.  For  my  own  part,  my  Lords, 
I  have  ever  prided  myfelf  in  the  independence  of  my  principles. 
I  never  was,  nor  am  ever  likely  to  be,  conne£)ed  ^ith  any  party,  or 
head  of  a  party  ;  and  when  my  £bcond  fon  fome  time  ago  exprefled 
JSL  wi(h  to  go  into  the  army,  I  Arenuoufly  advifed  him  againfi  it, 
though  I  have  ever  entertained  the  higheft  refpedl  for  it.  But  I 
well  knew,  and  endeavoured  to  convince  him  of  it,  that  he  might 
remain  for  years  a  fubalcern,  if  he  had  not  minifierial  intereA,  or 
money  fufficient  to  purchafe  the  neceflfaty  fieps  of  preferment.  He 
has,  therefore,  embraced  a  profeflioh,  in  which,  if  he  has  talents, 
he  will  be  able  by  them  to  acquire  both  honour  and  emoluments. 
Before  I  fit  down,  my  Lords,  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  fay  a 
word  or  two  about  Fraoce,  without  being  fuppofed  to  make  any  in- 
vidious difiindion  in  favour  of  that  country.  Whenever  this  war 
may  be  terminated,  her  commerce  may  perhaps  be  deftroyed,  but  if 
I  am  rightly  informed,  (}ie  has  made  very  great  improvements  in 
agriculture,  which  cannot  fall  to  be  highly  beneficial  to  her  future 
Vol.  VIL  3  Y 
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intereftf  ;  and  this  (he  has  been  enabled  to  do  bv  a  meafure  whidi 
no  perfon  can  look  upon,  with  more  abhorrence,  or  view  as  a  wore 
atnxrtous  meafure  than  myfelf-^I  mean,  wj  Lords,  the  means  by 
which  they  got  rid  of  their  tithes— *  Men  who.  have  dedicated  their 
lives  and  ftudies  to  the  improvenient  of  the  morality,  and  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  religious  funSions  of  a  country,  certainly  oug^t  to  be 
liberally  fupported  and  well  paid  for,  their  labours ;  but  the  amount 
ought  alfo  to  be  attended  to.  Whatever  alterations  they  might 
deem  neceflary  to  adopt  in  the  fyfiem  of  tithes,  the  then  pofleflbrs 
were  entitled  to  the  emoluments  during  their  lives,  and  their  im* 
provcments  (hould  have  commenced  with  the  fucceflbrs.  Atrocious, 
however,  as  the  a£l  of  at  once  fcizing  on  the  tithes  of  the  country 
muft  be  allowed  to  be,  they  are  likely  to  reap  the  moft  incalculable 
advantages  from  it.  This,  my  Lords,  induces  me  to  fay  a  few 
words  relative  to  the  fubjedl  of  tithes  in  the  country,  and  to  fuggeft 
to  your  Lord(hips  bow  much  for  the  general  good  it  muft  turn  out 
if  fomething  were  ferioufly  thought  of,  and  brought  forward  on  that 
fubjedt.  There  is  nothing  which  has  long  laid  more  heavily  on  all 
agricultural  improvemeats  than  tithes,  and  an  amelioration  of  their 
weight  is  moft  dcfirablc.  It  is  a  very  miftaken  notion  that  they 
amount  only  to  a  tenth  ;  taking  in  all  the  improvements,  they  cer- 
tainly contain  a  fifth  of  the  property  of  the  kingdom.  I  am  aiTured  from 
the  beft  authority,  that  tithes,  and  their  oppreflive  weight,  firft  gave 
rife  to  the  difcontents,  and  afterwards  brought  about  the  late  infur- 
reflion  and  rebellion  in  Ireland.  The  people  of  this  country  are 
every  day  feeling  their  preiTure  more  and  more :  and  the  alleviation 
of  that  preflure  will  be  a  conlideration  well  worth  the  attention  of 
your  Lordfhips.  I  will  not  longer  trefpafs  on  your  Lordfhips,  l>ut 
will  conclude  by  giving  my  decided  diflTent  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  prefcnt  bill. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOLn  feicj,  he  difFered  widely  from  the 
noble  Lord  with  rcfped  to  his  calculations,  that  the  bill  would  go 
to  dedud  more  than  lo  per  cent,  from  the  landed  intereft.  Had 
he  attentively  pcrufcd  the  bill,  his  Lordlhip  would  fee  that  many  of 
the  peculiar  expences  attached  to  land  were  allowed  to  be  dcdu<9ed 
previous  to  the  operations  of  the  bill  taking  effed^.  In  fhort,  that 
it, would  operate  merely  a  litttc  more  than  net  landed  income.  The 
noble  Earl  laid  much  ftrcfs  upon  the  eflfeds  of  the  additional  fait 
duties — they  certainly  bore  with  additional  weight  on  thofe  parrs  of 
the  country  where  checfe  was  manufaSured-*  but  was  it  not  noto- 
rious that  the  maker  repaid  himfelf  by  the  advanced  price  of  his 
cheefe  I  A  fimilar  argument  would  apply  in  other  cafes  where  the 
produce  of  land  became  peculiarly  liable  to  the  tffcG  of  ^xation. 
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He  reverted  to  the, noble  Earl'*  rccdleaion  the  large  fums  that  were 
raifcd  in  the  tcigns  of  Kinjj  WilUam  and  Queen  Ann,  through  the 
medium  of  landed  property,  xrffcQing  which  the  then  proprietors 
made  no  particular  complaint. 

The  E^rl  f fSuffolk  (poke  (hortly  in  explanation. 

Lord  HOLLAND.  rofe.--When  the  prefent  bill  it  as  brought 
up  from  the  Cofhmons, ,  he  'ihoold  have  attended  in  his  place  for 
the  purpofe  of  calling  their  Lordfliips'  attention  to  it,  and  have 
attempted  to  perfuade  them,  if  not  to  rejed  it  altogether,  at  leaft  to 
grant  fome  delay  for  its  confideration.  He  (hould  have  hoped  that 
dieir  Lordfliips  would  have  feen  the  impropriety  of  placing  the  large 
fum  which  this  bill  propo&d  to  raife  at  the  difpofal  of  His  Majeiiy'^ 
prefent  advilers— that  they  would  have  manifeffed  fome  of  the  an-i^ 
cient  jealoufy  which  belonged  to  the  Conftitution,  and  not  have 
trufted  ten'millions  more  to  thofe  men  who  had  already  fquandere^. 
fums  that  had  added  tyvp  hundred  millions  to  our  debt,  without  any 
permanent  advantage  to  the  country— but  recolleding  how  fruitleft 
were  the  endeavours  of  all  thofe  who  had  attempted  to  item  that 
prof uiion— not  his  endeavours,  for  that  they  (hould  fail  was  not 
wonderful,  but  thofe  of  men  who  added  to  their  efforts  all  the, 
weight  that  talents  and  chara£ler  could  give— HrecolleAing  this,  he 
had  little  reafon  to  hope  that  eveh  this  much  would  be  yielded.  He 
had,  however,  f;ud  thus  much,  becaufe  he  was  anxious  to  (hew  that 
he  had  not  alter^  any  opinion  he  had  formerly  held  oq  this  fubjed : 
he  was  anxious  that  his  real  fentiments  (hould  be  difiin^ly  under* 
(lood,  left  it  (hould  be  fuppofed  that  he  repofed  any  confidence  in 
His  Majefly's  Minifters,  the'whole  of  whofe  conduct  had  been  in- 
jurious to  the  country,  and  who  were  only  diiTinguifbed  for  their 
humiliation  in  the  hour  of  diftrefs,  and  their  arrogance  and  ambition 
in  the  hour  of  profperity. 

In  the  courfe  of  what  he  had  to  fay,  he  (hould  •take  the  liberty  o£ 
referring  to  fome  arguments  which  had  been  ufcd  upon  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill.  The  fupporters  of  the  meafure  had  attempted 
to  eftablifh  two  different  propoiitions  :  Firfi,  that  the  abfirad  prin* 
ciple  of  the  bill  was  'the  firft  point  to  be  difcufled  in  that  Houfe  ; 
and  next,  that  this  principle  had  been  admitted  by  the  triple  alTeff- 
ment  of  lad  year.  This  dodlrine  of  admiffion  of  principles  in 
KmitUf  without  examination  of  the  pradlicability  or  expediency  of 
the  meafure,  upon  which  the  juftneis  or  fiillacy  of  fuch  principle 
muft  depend,  feemed  to  him  a  kind  of  Parliamentary  jargon,  which, 
if  it  was  not  introduced  with  the  defign,  had,  at  leaft,  anfwered  the 
purpofe  of  keeping  the  real  merit  of  the  queftion  out  of  light.' 
What  was  the  meaning  of  the  abftraft  principle  of  a  tax  bill  ?    He 
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could  fee  no  a^dvant^ge  (nor,  indccdi  oould  he  find  a  poffibiUty  of 
ib  doing)  in  deciding  on  th^  propricry  of  si  natioit  raifii^  her  fup^iei 
within  the  year,  without  any  circtinftftanccs  given  to  judge  ^.  the 
expediency  of  fuch  a  meafure,  without  any  mode  prof^dfedy  of  ma- 
terials granted  for  forming  an  opinion  'bf.  the  praflicabitity  of  fuch  i 
projeA  :  at  bed,  it  was  a  fpeculation  for  the  politicaLceconomtft ;  it 
could  not  be  part  of  the  duty  of  a  Member  6f  the  Leglflature.  "llie 
principle  could  only  be  admitted,  froiti  a  conviAioo  of  its  expedi- 
ency and  practicability — the  pradicability  could  only  6e  afcertained 
by  an  examination  of  the  modes  propofed  (ox  carrying  it  into  execu- 
tion, and  rhc  expcdier^cy  only  eftablilhed  by  a  compd^rifixi  of  the 
advantages  and  difadvantages  likely  to  refult  from  its  adoption^ 
}f,  upon  an  examination  of  the  advantages  and  difadvantag^  likely 
to  accrue;  the  latter  were  found  to  prevail,  tHc  bill  ought  to  be  re- 
jedted  without  any  regard  to  its  principle.  It  did  not,  ho#evef, 
appear,  that  what  had  been  done  taft  yeat  ^as  an  admifllon  pf  the 
principle  ;  it  was  true  an  experiment  had  been  tried,  but  it  had  com* 
pletely  failed  :  but  fuppofing  the  Legiiliiture  Had  admitted  the  pno* 
ciple,  he  hoped  they  w  ere  at  liberty  to  chaiigfe  their  opinions  on  that 
fuljed  as  their  Lordfhips  might  hsive  occafiOn  to  obf(&rve  in  the 
iSourfe  of  that  debate,  that  perfons  6f  great  financial  knowledge 
might  have  very  different  noiioni»  at  dl0brtot  times,  on  fubjtfit 
like  the  pre fent. 

He  (hould  now  proceed  to  the  corjfideratton  of  the  advantages 
and  di&dvantages  which  this  fcheme  for  raifing  ten  millions  within 
the  year  prefented.  He  had  no  hefitation  In  faying  that  the  difad- 
vantages were  fo  numerous  and  fo  palpable,  that  it  appeared  to  him 
^'ere  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  dtcifion  which  their  Lordfhips 
ought  to  make,  which  was  to  give  it  their  negative*  The  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  the  meafure,  he  believed,  had  been  reduced  Id 
three,  which  were,  firft.  That  it  prevented  alHdea  of  delufion  with 
regard  to  our  fituation,  and  made  the  people  underfiand  at  once,  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  burden  they  had  to  bear.  Second,  That 
die  country  faved  by  raifing  the  money  at  once,  infiead  of  raiGif  it 
by  loans,  the  intereft,  whatever  it  was.  The  third  reafon  was 
rather  more  political  than  financial :  it  was  that  this  proceeding  was 
calculated  to  intimidate  the  enemy,  who  had  placed  their  hope  of 
our  deftru£(ion  on  the  increafe  of  our  debt. 

With  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  arguments,  the  principle  upon 
which  it  was  founded  met  his  finccreft  approbation.  He  fhoald 
'\t  veiy  happy  to  fee  any  meafure  adopted  to  prevent  the  delufion 
of  the  people,  but  he  muft  fay,  that  if  he  were  aiked  what  was  the 
greateft  delufion  that  had  marked  the  career  of  thefe  delofive  Mi- 
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niftcn,  he  (bould  ftatc  it  to  be,  that  meafif re  which  was.  now  onder 
the  diicuiTion  of  their  Lordlhips.  For  certain  rcaibns,  whether 
right  or  wrong,  Miniften '  had  procured  the  repeal  of  the  AflfefTed- 
tax  Ad  paited  laft  fc0ion  ;  and  from  the  prear^ble  of  the  prefent 
b&llt  it  {hould  fcem  thaf  tljHS  roe^fure  was  intended  as  a  fubftitute» 
T^^a^eiled  taxes  were  intended  to  raife  a  certain  fum  for  laft  year, 
an4  were  pkdged  to  the  payment  of  eight  millions  laifcd  by  loan« 
iThoie  ei^t  millions  were  to  be  paid  this  year  by  that  biil--»t)ut 
this  fubftitute  for  that  bil^did  not  pretend  ito  pay  them  this  year» 
but  deferred  the  payment  of  them,  together  with  ten  miiljons  raifed  • 
this  year,  till  the  end  of  the  war.  In  puffing  this  ad,  their  Lord- 
JWpspQghc  n6t  only  toconfider^  whether  it.  was  pi;adicable  at  the 
refent  moment,  but  whether  its  continuance  aJl  \\^  time  nocef-' 
ary  for  its  operation,  would  be  pra^icablc ;  ^t  prefent  there  were 
ei^t  millions,  for  which  the  payment  of  the  ^eifed  taxes  was  to 
have  been  applied.  There  was  alfo  ten  millions  to  be  raifed  by 
the  prefent  bill ;  fo  that  .the  total  amou^^  .a^  the  account  now 
fiood,  was  eighteen  millions^  to  be  redeemed  by  the  operation  of 
diis  bill  after  the  conclufion  of  peace :  now  the  people  might  be 
led  to  conceive,  that  thefe  eighteen  millions  would  be  paid  off  in, 
at  leait,  two  years  after  the  termination  of  the  war. 

It  was,  however,  eafy  to  (hew  that  this  could  not  be  the  cafe. 
If  ten  millions  were  funded  in  the  3  per  cents,  duricy  the  war^  and 
the  price  of  (locks  had  been  50,  it  was  evident,  that  the  fum  to 
be  raifed  muft  iiicrcafe  in  proportion  as  the  fiocks  rofe ;  for  to  redeem 
thefe  ten  millions,  were  the  ftocks  at  par,  twenty  millions  would 
be  neceflaiy :  the  moft  fanguine  calculator  (or  peace  could  not  aflign 
lefs  than  two  years  for  the  continuance  of  the  war  ;  and  i^  during 
that.time^  ten  millions  was  eontinued  to  be  raifed  within  the  ycar^ 
and. ten  millions  by  way  of  loan,  it  would  be  nece(rafy  that  this  tax 
fliould  laft  five  years  after  a  peace.  Now  he  would  fubmit  it  to  the 
coniideration  of  their  Lordfhtps,  whether  they  thought  it  poffible 
that  the  people  of  this  country  were  able  to  pay  one-tenth  of  their 
income  for  the  fpaceof  feveh  or  eight  years  ?  He  would  recall  to 
their  attention  the  fum  which  was  raifed  laft  year.  He  believed  it 
amounted  to  about  thirty- three  millions.  Now  the  taxable  income 
cf  tRe  country  had  been  eftinuted  at  one  hundred  and  ten  millions. 
It  therefore  appeared,  that  the  people  of  diis  country  had  alreadv 
paid,  independently  of  the  tax  which  was  now  propofed,  one-rhird 
of  their  income  to  Government.  Did  thdr  Lord(hips  imagine  that 
the  people  could  continue  to  do  this  long  without  being  obliged  to 
relbrt  to  their  capital  ?  And  if  they. were  once  to  draw  upon  their 
capital  it  needed  no  argument  for  him  to  (hew  how  fatal  the  efkA% 


534  PARLIAMtMTARY  [L6*ba, 

of  this  tax  would  provi  to  the  countiy.  With  rfgard  to  what  he 
had  faid  as  to  the  payment  ot  the  debt,  foih^  of  their  Lordfhtps 
would,  perhaps,  aolwer  that  argumient  bf  faying,  that  It  would  be 
eafily  paid  off,  if  the  funds  (hould  continfUe  at  their  prefenjt  price  ; 
but  he  believed  this  would  not  be  much  urged,  as  it  was  evident 
that  the  country  would  be  in  a  wretched  fituation  indeed  if  the 
funds  did  not  rife  upon  i  peace ;  and  even  in  that  fuppoGtion,  at  the 
end  of  two  years.  Parliament  was  pledged  to  pay  off  the  Loyalty 
Loan  at  the  choice  of  the  holders  i  and  were  the  ftocks  low,  the 
'  holders  would  certainly  call  upon  them; 

He  (hould  ilkiftrate  his  oWn  fentiments  on  this  fubjed,  by  refer- 
ting  to  a  book  which  wiis/afcribed  to  a  noUe  Lord  (Lord  Auck* 
land's  Letter  to  Lord  Carlifle).  The  authbt,  in  putting  the  fuppo* 
lition  of  one-thirteenth  of  the  income  of  the  country  being-  to  be 
raifed,  either  voluntary  or  by  force,  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that 
fuch  a  tax  could  not  take  place  without  diminifhing  the  capital  of 
the  country,  which  would  prove  very  injurious  to  cradfc  and  agricul- 
ture—the fuperior  ranks,  he  obferved,  would  retrench  their  ex- 
pences,  which  would  caiife  a  defalcation  in  the  revenue,  which  muft 
either  be  made  up  by  taking  from  the  finking  fund,  or  by  frah 
taxes*' 

He  came  now  to  coniider  the  fecond  advantage  that  was  alledged 
to  belong  to  the  propofed  tax^  It  was  faid  that  the  nation  would 
fave  in  confequence  of  having  no  intercft  to  pay  upon  the  money 
which  was*  raifed  for  the  public  expenditure.  It  appeared  to  him, 
that  when  money  was  raifed  by  loan,  it  was  the  capital,  and  not  the 
intcreft/ which  was  lod.  It  made,  in  his  opiViion,  no  effenttat  dif- 
ference, whether  intcrcft  was  paid  or  not,  (to  the  wealth  of  the  nation, 
though  much  in  a  political  point  of  view,]  as  the  great  lofs  arofe 
from  the  capital  being  taken  froih  produdive,  and  fquandercd  in 
(inprociuAive  labour.  But  if  borrowing  was  inexpedient  for  the 
Government*  it  was  equally  fo  for  private  perfons  ;  arid  this  argu- 
ment would  apply  in  the  prefent  cafe ;  for  nothing  could  be  faid  to 
ftiew  the  difficulties  of  the  Government  in  railing  money,  which 
might  not  be  urged  with  regard  to  individuals. 

He  had  heard  an  argument  in  favour  of  l!he  meafure  of  laft 
year  from  a  noble  Lord  (Liverpool),  who,  he  was  forry  to  ob- 
ferve,  had  left  the  Houfe.  He  had  ftatcd,  that  it  was  nothing  more 
than  taking  the  money  out  of  one  pocket  and  putting  it  into  another. 
But  let  it  be  fuppofed,  that  a  great  part  of  the  favings  which  might 
enable  people  to  pay  the  prefent  tax  (hould  be  taken  from  confump- 
tion,  what  then  would  be  the  rcfult?  A  rcduftion  of  the  revenue 
muft  be  expcdled  to  fol|ow  a  diminution  of  confumpticn.     But  if 
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they  fliofild  (N^y;  tbc  tax  out.  of  theu  capital  the  evilt  as  he  had  aU 
ready  pbferved,  woul^  iViU  be  greater,  aa.tbat  would  prove  at  reduc- 
tion of  the  real  ftren^  pf  the  country^ .:.  Jt  cfrtainly  wartfae  opera^ 
tkm  of  many  taxes  to  take  iqoney  :oiit  of  one  pocket)  and  put  it 
into  another ;  and  if  this  ef&d  was  to  be  afcribed  to  the  picfent,  it 
yf2a  not  unworthy  of  .their  Lordfliips'  attention  to  confider  fioin 
whofe  pockets  i%  was  to  be  taken,  and  into  whole  pockets  it  was  to 
be  put*  Could  their  Lordfiiips  look  coolly  forwaid  to  the  proTpcft 
of .  .their  pollerity  becoming  titled  b^gars  i  Their  property  was 
eafily  known,  and  thpy  copld  not,  if  th^  were  inclined,  evade  the 
tax.  Now,  if .  it  was  true  that  this  meafure  tranfported  money 
from  one  pocket  to  another,  it  waa  evident  that  itk  objed  was  to 
take  from  thoTe  that  had  wealth,  and  to  give  to  thofe  that  had  none. 
Nothing,  however,  was  more  clear,  than  that  the  tax,  the  tendency 
of  which  was  to  (htfit  property,  by  impoverifhing  the  Members  of 
that  Houfe,  would  tend  alfo  to  render  them  ilill  more  and  more  de- 
pendent on  the  Crown  ;  and  if  their  Lordfliips  inherited  the  public 
fpirit  of  their  anceftors,  they  would  not  hefitate  a  moment  in  rejed- 
ing  the  bill  on  that  fcore«  ,  As  this  meafure  muft  continue  for  many 
years,  the  whole  weight  of  the  tax  mud  fall  on  thofe  who  (hould  not 
be  able  to  efcape,  an  fadl,  on  land-owners ;  or  as  the  noble  Lord, 
whoTe  book  he  had  quoted,  exprefled  it,  ^*  on  thofe  who  had  often- 
fible  poiSi^ons." 

Among  the  many  other  dt&dvantag^  of  the  prefent  tax  was  that 
of  its  inequality*  It  had,  no  doubt,  been  very  judly  obferved  by 
a  noble  Secretary  of  State,  that  in  taxatbn,  as  well  as  every  thing 
elfe,  it  was  impoffible  to  reach  perfeSion ;  but  the  inequalities  of 
this  meafure  would  be  .much  more  feverely  felt  than  thofe  of  any 
other  tax,  as  it  was  more  exteniive.  Inequalities  in  fmaller  taxes 
fell  generally  upon  fome  particular  branch  of  trade,  firom  which  it 
would  often  be  contrived  to  (hift  the  burden,  at  leaft  a  part  of  it ; 
but  the  cafe  was  very  different  in  the  inequalities  of  a  tax  which  af« 
fe^ed  the  whole  income  jof  the  country.  For  his  part,  if  he  thought 
it  ncceflfary  to  raife  ten  million  by  dueSt  taxation,  he  (hould  be  <^ 
opinion  that  the  fum  had  better  be  laifed  by  ten  difllerent  tapces  than 
by  one.  Jt  was  true,  indeed, .  that  this  mode  of  colleAion  wouM 
prove  expenfive ;  but  if  tius  was  a  difiidvantage  which  could  not  be 
avoided,  it  might  be  compenfated  toother  advantages.  The  in- 
equalities of  each  tax,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  would  fall  on  .perfons  of  dif- 
ferent defcriptions,  and  on  none,  therefore,  very  heavily ;  (b  that  it 
might  produce  a  fprt  of  irr^ular  equality-*-but  not  fo  with  a  great 
tax.  The  flighteft  inequality,  then,  was  fufficient  to  ruin  whole 
claffea  and  dcferiptions  of  people ;  and  as  it  mud  all  fall  ofi  a 
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ctrrain  deferipdon  of  pcrfens,  muft  be  mote  hacvf  in  its  operafkm, 
and*  rMfc  tuifious  in  its  eorifcqucntfes  ithc  evident  tendency  of  diis 
wgfs  to  fweep  away  all  Ihe  middle  clafles,  and  to  annihilate  tbe  moft 
valuable  pSrt  of  fociety.  The  injuftice  of  the  iirheme  was  pard* 
cukiriy  ftfiking  in  its  making  no  diffindion  as  to  die  different  kinds 
of  income  which  M\  under  its  operation.  He  cotild  not  fiee  upon 
what  principle  it  was  that  a  gradation  (houtd  be  made  from  6oL  up 
tozooLt  and  that  after  the  latter  fum  there  fhould  be  no  increafe 
whatever,  but  that  one- tenth  Abuld  be  alike  tiken  from  tiie  man 
of  200I.  and  the  man  of  j.oool.  a  year.  This  was  another 
proof  of  what  he  had  already  sflcrted,  that  it  was  the  tendency  of 
the  tax  to  annihilate  the  middle  clafles.  He  was  afraid  that  it 
would  give  too  great  an  opportunity  to  the  circulation  of  thofe  ca- 
lumnies which  often  reprefented  feme  of  their  Lordihips  to  aA  from 
the  worft  of  motives.  It  might,  perfaapSy  be  faid,  that  the  lower 
and  higher  clafles  were  (heltered  fmm  the  tax,  and  thus  a  compio- 
mile  was  made  with  them  to  crufli  the  middle.  He  heard  it 
whifpered,  why  do  not  the  perfons  of  the  latter  dafs  petition  s^nft 
the  bill  ?  He  was  afraid  that  this  circumftance  might  be  eaiily  ac- 
counted for,  but  by  a  confideration  which  was  truly  melancholy. 
There  were  comparatively  few,  he  believed,  in  that  fituationof  Ufc^ 
but  had  feme  dependence,  either  dirodly  or  indire6tly,  on  the  MI- 
nifter :  it  was,  therefore,  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  fcarce  any 
.  public  meetings  had  been  held  in  oppofition  to  the  bill ;  but  he  bad 
nevrr  fcen  any  perfen  of  that  clafs  in  fociety  who  did  not  date  his 
icntiments  to  be  hoftile  to  the  bill. 

On  the  third  argument  in  favour  of  the  hx,  much  need  not  be 
faid.  He  was  iar  from  thinking  that  the  meafure  would  have  the 
eflleA  upon  the  enemy  which-  was  rxpeded  from  it :  on  the  contrary, 
peifevering  in  the  funding  fyftem  was  much  more  likely  to  give 
them  a  great  idea  of  our  refources,  becaufe  that  fyftem  was  not  un- 
derflood  upon  the  Continent.  Their  ignorance  of  its  nature  made 
perfons  abroad  magnify  its  eficAs,  and  they  were  inclined  to  conli- 
der  it  an  inexhauftft>le  feorce  to  which  the  Britifh  Government 
eouM  always  with  confidence  refort.  It  was,  therefore,  far  from 
being  good  policy  to  declare  to  the  world,  that  we  had  at  laft  ar- 
rived at  the  end  of  the  funding  fyfiem. 

There  was  one  objcfibn,  Vehich  had  been  urged  with  much  force 
againft  the  bill  in  another  place  :  ht  meant  the  evil  arifing  from  the 
difclofare  of  property*  The  book  from  which  he  had  read  fo  much, 
confidercd  this  as  one  of  the  grcatcft  difficulties  that  would  at- 
tend the  carrying  a  tax  upori  income  into  effeft.  In  thi^  coun- 
try there  was  certainly  a  very  great  reludtance  to  any  meaiiire  that 


Jam.  4.]  tSBBATES-  537 

diould  1s^  opoft  (hefituafiion  of  individuiils,  flnd  in  enforcing  thw 
Cheir  LordAiips  ought  to  recolIcA  chat  they  had  not  ooly  the  incercfb 
but  the  prejudices  of  the  people  to  combat.  He  was  not  now  ar^ 
guing  tWhether  this  general  delire  of  concealment  was  right  or 
'Wrong  ;  it  was  fufficient  for  him  that  it  exifted.  It  was  the  bufi- 
ffiefs  of  a  wife  Legiflature  to  confult  the  prejudices  as  well  as  the 
iiiterefts  of  a  nation,  and  to  be  as  carefiH  that  the  former  fliould  not 
be  violated,  as  that  the  latter  (hould  not  be  injured. 

The  difelofure  of  property  was  particularly  dreaded  by  perfons  in 
trade,  and  fome  proviiions  had  been  made  in  their  favour ;  but  it 
^vas  obvious  that  it  might  alfo  prove  very  injurious  to  many  other 
deferipfions  of  perfons.     It  might  happen  that  a   father  fhould  be 
very  unwilling. to  have  the  ftate  of  his  affiiirs  made  known  to  his 
ion,  left  the  knowledge  of  the  wealth  he  was  to  inherit  might  damp 
the  eflbrts  of  4he  youth  in  the  purfuits  he  might  wiih  him  to  engage, 
and  make  htm  jiegled  to  exercife  his  talents.     It  might  alfo  be  very 
injurious  -to  other  men,  that  their  circumftances  (hould  be  completely 
difclofed  to  perfons  on  whom  they  have  a  dependence.     And  it 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked,  that  in  order  to  procure  this  difelofure  ^ 
of  income,  the  horrid  fyftem  of  multiplying  oaths  was  reforted  to, 
in  confequenee  of  which  that  facred  bond  upon  which  life  and  pro- 
perty depends,  muft  become  daily  more  and  more  loofened.     At 
the  iame  time  fon  was  fet  againft  father,  and  father  againft  fon. 
Nay,  it  even  went -fo  hv  as  to  bring  forward,  in  fpite  of  the  uniform 
maxims  of  our  law  on  that  fubjed,  the  wife  againft  her  huiband, 
as  would  be  feen  upon  referring  to  the  41ft  claufe  in  the  a£t.  Thus 
St  appeared  that  every  focial  tie  was  difregarded. 

Could  he  get  over  thefe  objedions — could  he  be  brought  to 
concur  in  thefe  {welimlnary  injuftices,  he  (hould,  at  leaft,  fay,  let  the 
arbitrary  difelofure  of  property,  and  the  imprudent  multiplication  of 
oaths,  lead  to  an  equal  tax.  The  difficulty  and  cruelty  of  afcer* 
taining  the  real  value  of  a  man's  property  inftead  of  his  income, 
would  not  be  fo  great  as  the  comparative  advantage  and  equality  of 
the  tax  upon  all  property.  Much,  in  point  of  profit  and  quality, 
might  be  gained,  and  little  loft,  in  point  of  juftice  and  principle, 
mulium  eft  in  vota,  Jn  crimina  parvum.^-^'No^  nothing  could  be 
more  unjuft  than  the  prefent  fcheme ;  according  to  which,  the 
man  wbofe  property  and  income  were  as  (ixty  to  (ixteen  paid 
the  fame  as  he  whofe  property  and  income  were  as  fixteen  to 
iixty :  yet  their  Lordftiips  had  heard  this  praifed  as  an  equal 
mode  of  taxation.  ^  Indeed  the  inequalities  of  the  tax  were  fd 
glaring  and  fo  obvious,  that  it  was  almoft  unneceflTary  to  fay 
a  word  upon  that  part  of  the  fubjefi.  It  was  ridiculoua  that 
Vol*  VII-  3  Z         . 


538  PARLIAMENTARY  [Lotos. 

.perfons  whofe   income  was  permanept,  and  defoended  to  Aetr 
heirs,  (hould  pay  no  more  than  thofe  whofe  income  arofe  from  a 
profeffion  or  an  annuity.     As  the  tax  applied  to  funded  propetty 
after  a  dividend  (hould  be  drawn,  it  was  evidently  a  tax  upon  die 
flocks,  and  of  courfe  a  violation  of  faith  with  the  public  creditor.  It 
would  certainly  bear  hard  upon  the  funds  in  another  way,  and  tend 
to  lower  them  c(Mifiderably«     The  reafon  of  this  was  evident.  The 
public  funds  were  that  defcription  of  perfonal  property  which  was 
the  lead  Capable  of  being  concealed ;  perfons,  therefore,  who  were 
anxious  to  evade  this  tax  would  fell  out  of  the  funds,  and  lay  out 
their  money  in  fome  other  way.     This  was  an  efFed  that  mig^t 
very  naturally  be  expeded  to  take  place.     It  was  a  filly  aigument 
to  fay^  that  the  tax  was  not  to  extend  to  the  funds,  becaufe  Urn 
tenth  of  the  dividend  was  not  withheld  in  the  payment,  but  only 
taken  away  when  paid.     This  was  like  the  flory  of  the  Golden 
Farmer.     The  man  was  allowed  to  have  the  money  in  his  pocket, 
but  was  afterwards  followed  and  knocked  *  down  for  it.     It  re* 
minded  him  of  a  tranfaflion  of  the  French  Government,  whidiy 
from  his  own  knowledge,  he  knew  to  be  true.     Upon  the  condu* 
fion  of  the  treaty  with  Spain  in  1794,  it  was  ftipulated  by  Francet 
that  all  the  Portuguefe  prifoners  taken  in  the  Spanifh  fervice  (hould 
be  returned  to  Spain.     France  fulfilled  this  article  of  the  trearyt 
|)y  fending  the  Portuguefe  prifoners  to  Barcelona ;  but  on  thdr 
voyage  from  thence  to  Lilbon,  they  were  captured  by  a  French  (hip 
of  war.     The  prifoners  remonftrated  againft  being  carried  back  to 
France,  and  ftated,   that  they  had  juft  been  fet  at  liberty  by  die 
French  Government.    Their  remonftrance,  however,  was  anfwered 
with  this  obfervatioU'— <<  We  relcafed  you  as  Spanijh  aUies  ;  we  now 
retake  you  as  Portuguefe.*''-^This  (lory  he  thought   might  (ervc 
hereafter  to  illuftrate  the  faidi  of  Government  with  refpcd  to  the 
funds.     If  he  had  no  other  objefiion  to  the  bill  than  this  violation 
of  a  public  engagement,  that  alone  would  be  a  fuflScient  leafon  wi&x 
him  to  oppofe  it.     He  concluded  by  declaring,  that  he  g^ve  (he 
motion  for  the  third  reading  his  decided  negative. 

Lord  AUCKLAND  rofe,  and  fpoke  as  follows :— *My  Lords, 
the  fpeech  of  the  noble  Baron  (Lord  Holland)  would  have  com- 
pelled  me,  in  juflice  to  myfelf,  to  folicit  your  attention  for  a  few 
minutes,  even  if  I  had  not  already  intended  to  fubmit  fome  obfer-* 
vations  on  the  meafure  now  before  us. 

The  noble  Earl  (Earl  of  Suffolk}  who  fpoke  firft  in  the  debate 
Reminded  me  of  his  having  expreifed,  in  a  former  feflfion,  his  wifhj 
that  the  expence  of  every  war  might  be  principally  fuftaiiied,  during 
fuch  war,  by  a  fair  and  equal  tax.     I  perfectly  recoUeA  the  £ad. 
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And  the  noble  Earl  admits,  with  becoming  candour,  that  he  is  not 
adverfe  to  the  prefent  bill :  he  is  only  diflatisfied  with  feme  of  its 
proviiions,  the  purport  of  which  (I   fay  it  with  all  due  deference) 
iippears  to  me  to  be  much  mifconceived  by  him. 

The  bill  has  not  received,  nor  can  I  learn  that  it  is  likely  to  re- 
ceive, oppofition  or  objection  from  any  other  quarter.  I  accord- 
ingly feel  myfelf  warranted  in  aflferting  that,  with  the  exception  of 
the  noble  Baron's  folitary  negative,  the  meafure  in  queftion  has  the 
concurrence  of  the  Houfe.  And  I  firmly  believe  it  tohave,  nearly 
in  a  fimilar  proportion,  the  general  aflfent  of  the  kingdom. 

But  the  noble  Baron  has  been  pleafed  fo  infinuate,  that  I  cannot 
give  my  individual  concurrence,  as  a  Peer  of  Parliament,  '*  with- 
out an  inconfiftency  of  reafoning  and  a  change  of  fyfiem.'* 

I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me,  my  Lords,  to  repel  fuch  an  infinua* 
don,  if  it  were  meant  to  imply  any  verfatilityorderelidion  of  princi- 
ple. The  noble  Lord  has  done  me  the  honour  to  feled  and  read 
certain  paflfagcs  from  a  fiftall  work  which  was  publiflied  by  me  in 
the  year  1779.  [Letters  to  the  Earl  of  Carlijle  from  tfilliam 
Eden^  Efq.  See  page  ill  to  page  1 1 8,  in  the  3^  Edition.']  I 
might  admit  the  full  conftrudion  given  by  the  noble  Lord  to  thofe 
paifages,  and  might  amfwer,  that,  in  the  lapfe  of  time,  many  fpecula- 
tive  opinions  (and  perfonal  opinions  alfo)  are  liable  fairly  and  ho- 
nourably to  be  varied  by  events,  by  change  of  circumfiances,  hj 
better  information,  and  by  more  mature  judgement.  ,  And  furely, 
after  an  interval  of  twenty  moft  eventful  years,  an  opinion,  of  the 
kind  alluded  to,  might  be  changed  or  abandoned  without  any  caufe 
of  felf- reproach.  In  the  courfe  of  the  next  twenty  years  it  may 
happen  to  the  noble  Lord  (and  I  truit  and  hope,  without  implying 
any«  difrcfped,  that  it  will  happen)  to  change  fome  of  his  political 
opinions  with  much  fclf-iatisfadion,  and  with  benefit  to  his 
country. 

If,  however,  the  noble  Lord  had  adverted  with  his  ufual  accu* 
racy  to  the  context  of  the  palTages  which  he  thought  proper  to  cite^ 
he  would  have  found  that  they  related  to  a  voluntary  contribution 
to  be  dependant  on  the  enthuliafm  of  the  contributors ;  or  if  to  a 
forced  and  general  contribution,  then  to  be  dependant  on  a  mere 
voluntary  difclofure  of  income.  At  the  period  of  which  I  fpeak, 
it  never  entered  into  the  minds  of  the  mod  enlightened  ftatefmen 
(and  I  appeal  to  a  noble  and  learned  friend,  the -Lord  Chancellor, 
who  now  hears  me,  and  was  converfant  in  the  difcufTions  to  which 
I  refer)  that  it  could  be  practicable  to  efiablifh  a  forced  and  general 
contribution  on  the  only  juft  and  efficient  fyftem  of  a  forced  dif^ 
dofure. 
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But  I  am  not  foiicitous  ta  avail  inyfelf  of  this  aipltnaticm,  even 
if  I  have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  fatisfy  your  Lordihips  that  if  it 
folid  and  fufficient.  I  now  freely  confefs,  that  in  1779  I  did  not 
forefee  either  the  enthufiafm,  or  the  profperity  and  refourecs,  whidi 
dininguiffa  the  aSual  epoch  of  our  hiftory  above  all  others  ;  and 
which  have  given  to  our  countrymen  both  the  difpofition  and  abiBty 
to  adopt  the  prefent  meafure,  without  any  probable  inootivenieiKC 
fufficient  to  counterbalance  the  advantages  to  be  obtained. 

Your  LoniHiips  will  permit  me  here  to  make  6ne  fiirther  rw 
mark  ;  and  feveral  of  you  can  bear  teflimony  to  its  truth.  What- 
ever my  opinion  may  bcj  it  is  not  formed  fuddenly  and  for  iht  pur- 
pofes  of  the  prefent  day.  It  is  an  opinion  which  I  publicly  avowed 
and  made  known  in  the  laft  fcflion  of  Parliament.  It  then  ha^ 
pened  to  me,  and  to  others,  in  difcufling  the  plan  of  the  addiiioiul 
afltffinentSy  to  ftate  and  admit  its  inequalities  and  imperfcdions  (for 
they  are  not  new  difcovcries).  And  we  repcatectty  added  a  itifli.fnr 
a  meafure  fomewhat  (imilar  tq  the  bill  no%  before  us.  I  well  re- 
member to  have  defcribed  it  as  the  grand  deflderatum  in  finance. 
But  we  at  the  fame  time  exprefled  our  fears  that  fuch  a  meaAire 
would  be  found  impradticable. 

It  now  appf'ars  that  the  diiiicultjes,  which  we  feared,  were  not 
infurmountable.  The  fuccefsful  attempt  to  furmount  them  was 
well  worthy  of  that  great  and  energetic  mind  which  dire^s  our 
councils.  It  was  well  worthy  of  that  mind,  which  feems  to  have 
been  created,  by  a  beneficent  Providence,  for  the  prcfervation  of  this 
kingdom — for  the  prefervation  of  an  adjoining  kingdom,  whofe 
permanent  profperity  and  fecurity  (in  defpite  of  her  ill-judgrd  jca* 
louiies)  we  cordially  feck  to  equalize  with  our  own  profperity  and 
fecurity  ;  and*  perhapsi  alfo  for  the  reftoration  of  Eurc'pe.  Nochiog 
inferior  to  the  force  of  fuch  a  mind  could  have  accompliihed  a  pro- 
je£l,  which,  in  its  adtual  effcA  and  probable  cunfequences,  is  of  a 
nature  fo  gigantic,  that  it  is  well  calculated  to  rank  with  the  other 
events  of  1798.  I  annex  no  epithet  to  thofe  events,  for  no  lan- 
guage can  do  juOice  to  their  glory,  or  to  their  importance. 

But  if  the  adoption  of  this  meafure  will  be  really  fo  advantligeous 
to  the  public,  is  it  not  (fays  one  of  the  noble  Ijords)  an  admiflkn 
that  the  fyfhm,  which  you  have  fo  long  purfued,  was  wrong  r  *  Is 
it  not  an  implied  cenfure  on  that  fyftcm  ?  In  other  words,  if  the 
new  fyRem  is  fo  clearly  the  beft,  why  was  it  not  (ooncr  brought 
forward  ?  Perhaps  it  might  be  a  fufficient  anfwer,  that  till  the 
funds  began  to  be  depreflcd  by  the  accumulated  weight  of  new  loans, 
the  expediency  of  raiGng  a  confiderable  part  of  the  fupply  within 
the  year  was  lefs  evident  and  lefs  urgent.     But  there  was  another 
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rtafon*  paramount  Id  all  reafent.  Ic  was  impofRblei  at  an  earlier 
pericxi,  to  procure  the  adopiion  of  the  hrge  and  falutary  plan  now 
ofieicd  to  us. 

Our  couacrymen  in  general  have  been  well  and  wifely  dtfpofed, 
during  the  whtile  of  the  tremendous  ftruggle  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged* from  its  commencement  to  the  prefent  hour.  Stilly  how- 
cifer»  there  were  many,  too  many,  among  us,  to  whom  the  progrefa 
of  the  !French  Revolution,  and  the  events  of  the  war,  had  not  yet 
developed  the  infernal  views  and  tendency  of  Jacobintfm,  or  the 
princifries  and  praAices  of  thofei  who,  both  fecretly  and  openly, 
were  ifupporting  its  caufe. 

It  muft  be  remembered  that,  in  the  firft  explofion  of  thofe 
crimes  and  calamities,  which  have  fince  brought  defolation  on  many 
nations,  and  eatreme  danger  upon  all,  there  were  nnen  (and  Englifli- 
ftien  too)  of  leading  and  enlightened  talents,  who  believed  or  afl&6ted 
to  believe,  and  who  perfuadcd  themfelves  and  others,  that  the 
FreiKih  Revolution  was  the  mod  glorious  fabric  of  human  integrity 
and  wifdom;  that.it  was  the  vidory  of  eternal  truth  oVer  preju« 
dices ;  and  that  the  atmcious  a£^s  of  the  revdutionifts  were  only 
the  firft  exceflfes  and  transient  ebullitions  of  a  new  liberty,  calculated 
to  become  the  epoch  and  confummation  of  human  happinefs.  Thm 
wretched  delufion  extended  itfelf,  and  prevailed  with  mueh  force, 
and  with  many  perilousconfequences,  to  the  period  of  the  Lifle  ne« 
gociation  :  and  even  then,  a  great  part  of  the  nation  was  difpofed  to 
abandon  the  whole  Continent  of  Europe  to  fubjugation  and  deftrue- 
.tion,  and  to  make  other  ruinous  facrifices,  in  order  to  purchafe  t 
nominal  peace,  more  fatal  than  any  war. 

When  I  look  back  to  that  period,  I  have  all  the  painful  fen(k- 
tions  of  a  feverifh  and  frightful  dream. 

Almighty  God  was  plcafed,  for  our  prefervation,  tn  deftroy  ow 
ihort-fightcd  hopes.  The  Lifle  conferences  were  broken  off  in  a 
manner  which  removed  the  film  from  the  eyes  of  many. .  France 
avowed  the*  inveterate  delign  to  deAroy  and  extirpate  the  Brittfh 
empire  !  She  proclaimed  her  defign  with  oftentation,  and  made 
the  moft  extravagant  preparations  to  execute  it.  Every  doubt  now 
ccafed,  and  it  became  mod  manifeft,  that  a  fleady  and  vigorous  pro* 
&cution  of  the  war  was  indifpcnfable  to  our  exiftcncc  as  an  indepen- 
dent people.  In  a  crilis,  fo  awfully  interefting,  the  whole  fpirit 
and  good  fenfe  of  the  nation  burft  forth.  The  militia,  the  yeo- 
manry, the  army,  the  navy,  were  all  animated  by  tlie  fame  xeal, 
and  vied  with  each  other  in  adllvity,  promptitude,  difcipHne,  and 
bravery.  The  iame  enthuliafm  warmed  d\e  heart  of  every  i^tigjiih^ 
nun  in  every  part  of  the  globe* 
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The  wiidom  of  Parliament  went  hand  in  hand  with  the  rig^ 
dirpolition  of  the  people  ;  and  towards  the  clofe  of  1797,  brought 
forward  the  meafure  of  the  additional  aiTeiTed  taxes,  which  was  ac- 
CuH"  inicd  by  a  voluntary  contribution,  promoted  by  ail  rat^  with 
a  grncrolitv  unexampled,  and  amounting  at  this  hour  to  a  fum  litde 
fhort  of  twi>  millions  ftcrling.  Thofe  exertions,  which  laid  the 
founilatiun  of  the  great  fyftcm  now  under  difcuffion,  were  fiuthei 
aiHcd  by  a  War  Tax  (the  Convoy  Tax)  on  our  imports  and  ex- 
I  orr j.  And  I^ere  I  muft  digrefs  for  a  moment  to  remark,  that  the 
amount  of  thofe  imports  and  exports,  by  a  moA  happy  peculiarity  in 
the  fcventh  year  of  a  war,  was  in  1798,  fofar  as  the  accounts  are 
completed,  greater  than  ever.  [&^  thi  Appendixy  No.  I  and  2,  at 
tie  end  of  his  Lordlhifs  Speecb\ 

It  was  fcen  and  acknowledged,  that  the  meafure  of  the  addt* 
tional  airciTments  bore  unequally,  and  that  its  inequalities  aflfcAed 
thofe  who  came  forward  with  public  fpirit,*and  who  were  incapable 
of  evafions  ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  comparative  means  of  others^ 
in  many  cafes,  evaded  a  fair  contribution,  and  in  many  more  were 
exempted  from  all  charge.  The  meafure  neverthelefs  went  forward, 
and  wich  all  its  imperfedions  was  of  fuch  evident  utility,  as  to  ex- 
cite a  general  wiih  to  improve  and  extend  it« 

It  was  highly  encouraging  to  that  extenfion  to  have  obferved,  in 
the  prt^rcfs  of  the  experiment,  that  the  defalcations  made  from  the 
incomes  or  capitals  of  individuals,  had  not  occafioned  any  diftrdfc  or 
cmbarraflment.  On  the  contrary,  there  has  been  a  general  and 
progreflive  increafe  in  the  profperity  of  the  kingdom*  Your  Lord- 
fliips  will  6nd  ample  proofs  of  this  aflertion  in  the  comparative 
flatements  of  our  trade ;  in  the  favourable  courfe  of  exchange  with 
the  Continent ;  in  the  net  produce  of  the  permanent  revenue,  which 
&r  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  1798  was  17,960,000!. 
and  for  the  year  ending  January  5,  17991  21,049,0001.:  but 
snore  efpecially  in  the  net  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  which 
exifted  antecedent  to  the  war.  That  produce  for  the  year  ending 
the  5th  of  this  month  was  i,o7o,oooL  higher  than  in  the  preced- 
ing year : — 2,021, oool.  higher  than  what  I  once  dated  in  this 
Houfe  to  have  been  the  average  produce  of  the  three  years  ending  the 
5Ch  of  January  1796  :  and  ii8,oool.  higher  than  in  the  moft 
produ£iive  year  of  peace,  I  mean  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary 1793.  In  mentioning  the  exports,  I  ought  to  have  remarked 
that  the  value  of  Britiih  manufatSturcs,  exported  in  1798,  fo  far 
as  can  be  inferred  from  the  amount  of  the  three  quarters  ending  the 
I  oth  of  jOdober,  was  coniiderably  greater  than  ever. 
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AU  thefe  evidences  of  profperity  [See  f he  Afpendlx,  Ne.  %  and  3, 
ai  the  end  ofhh  Lordjhifs  Speeeh]  are  noW  much  ftrongdr  tb«n  tho 
fiatements  and  eftimates  vMch  I  fubniitt^d  to  your  Lordfliips  10 
May  1796.  And  yet  thofe  efiimates  were  at  the  time  attacked^ 
and  difputed,  and  oppofipd,  as  fanciful  and  extravagant  ;  not  indeed 
with  much  fuccefs,  but  certainly  with  much  vehemence,  both  in 
fpeeches  and  publication^.  I  may  now  be  permitted  to  reply,  with 
a  r^fonable  exultation,  that  our  aAual  profpericy  (independently  of 
the  incalculable  advantages  to  be  derived  from  our  late  vidories, 
and  from  the  opening  of  new  fources  of  commerce)  far  exceeds  what 
I  ventured,  in  1 796,  to  promife,  or  even  to  think  probable.       t 

The  war  fupply,  thus  eftabli(hed,  has  been  paid  without  a  mur- 
mur. It  has  been  accompanied  by  the  aftonifhing  fucceffes,  by 
which  the  year  1798  will  be  rendered  ever  memorable  in  hifiory. 
Nor  will  the  impreflion,  eftiroation,  and  value,  of  thofe  fuccefles, 
be  diminilhed  by  the  aflfeiftion  of  the  noble  Baron,  that  **  Two 
hundred  millions  have  been  fquandered  without  attaining  ai^  per- 
manent advantage." 

That  alTertion,  my  Lords,  provokes  me  to  requeft  your  attention 
for  a  moment  to  the  fingular  contraft  exhibited  by  the  enemy. 
Bankrupt  in  finance ;  ruined  in  manufa^ures ;  deprived  of  all 
commerce ;  baffled  in  all  projeA  of  invafion ;  difgraced  and  de- 
feated in  every  attempt  to  injure  this  country,  which  has  been  the 
peculiar  objeA  of  hoftility  ;  groaning  under  the  lofs  of  large  fleets 
and  large  armies ;  ftruggling  againft  the  hatred,  and  horror,  and 
defpair,  bf  enflaved  nations ;  and  expofed  to  new  hoAilities  from 
other  dates  at  laft  fenfible  of  the  general  danger ;  France  neverthe- 
lefs  continues  to  purfue  her  wild  and  wicked  career !  cheating  one 
ally,  extorting  money  from  a  fecond,  and  plundering  a  third,  in 
order  to  colled  means  to  invade  a  fourth,  without  provocation  or 
pretext ;  fomenting  and  purchafing  rebellions  and  revolutions ;  car- 
rying or  threatening  devaftation  indifcriminately  to  republics  and 
to  monarchies  ;  (he  (till  continues  to  fet  at  defiance  all  the  princi- 
ples and  duties  of  religion,  and  all  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  na- 
tions. And  this. extremity  of  perfevering  wickednefs  is  blended 
with  a  prefumptuous  rafhnefs,  and  with  a  cold  and  calculating 
cruelty,  beyond  any  example  at  which  we  have  (huddered  in  the 
moft  degrading  records  of  human  depravity. 

It  is  not  eafy  in  private  life  for  the  braved  man  to  defend  him- 
felf  ag^nft  a  mad  and  defperate  ruffian.  There  is  (bmething  ana- 
logous in  the  Aruggles  between  nations.  Nor  can  there  be  a  doubt 
that  this  country  would  have  fallen,  and  would  have  involved  in 
her  lujxk  all  the  9tber  cxidiog  ^yernments«  if  our  countrymen  had 
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not  beat  awakened  to  a  timely  fenfe  <sf  their  danger,  and  tf  tbqf 
Jud  not  been  animated  by  a  well  founded  confidence  in  their  own 
•lefomcef 9  and  by  a  w$ie  and  charaderiftic  courage.  We  fiecl  and 
know  that  our  only  road  to  peace  and  fecurity  is  by  refiftance  and 
cnei|^.  We  are  driven,  and  we  univerfally  acknowledge,  that  we 
are  driven  to  provide  for  another  year*  with  the  fame  vigour  to  which 
we  owe  our  preient  fafety  and  profperity,  and  die  unparalleled  gloiy 
with  which  they  are  accompamed. 

Happity  we  have  means  and  refourccs  ftill  adequate  to  the  trM  ; 
and*  it  only  remains  to  be  eonfidered,  whether  fhoTe  refoorces  can 
be  brought  into  aAivky  and  efled  better  than  by  the  mcafure  now 
-before  us* 

What  then,  my  Lords,  are  the  nature  and  objeAs  of  this 
mcafure? 

Ite  leading  principle,  as  in  the  meafure  of  the  4aft  year,  is,  to 
nife  'SI  tonfiderable  portion  of  the  fupplies  of  the  year  within  the 
year ;  and  to  liquidate,  *w»tlun  a  (hort  time,  what  nnay  be  farther 
raifed  by  loan. 

The  fum  raifed  lad  year,  by  the  diflbrent  modes  of  what  may 
be  called  a  War  Supply,  will  probably  amount  to  about  feven  ni8- 
lions  and  a  half.  The  fum  eftimated  to  be  raifed,  towards  the 
fervice  of  the  prefent  year,  by  this  bill,  and  by  die  War  Tax  on 
imports  and  exports,  is  about  twelve  millions. 

With  thefe  views,  it  is  propofed  to  tax  in  eqwA  proportions  all 
the  defcriptions  and  daflcs  of  income,  except  thofe  only  which  be^ 
long  to  the  poor  and  labouring  part  of  the  community ;  and  alfo 
except  that  fmall  amount  of  income  which  may  'be  prsfumed  to 
fornifh  a  mere  fubfiftence. 

The  fum  expe6led  to  be  thus  raifed  'has 'been '(faited  at  ten  mil- 
lions, being  the  tenth  of  the  calculated  amount — '[See  the  Jffeft£x, 
No,  4,  at  the  end  of  his  LArijhifs  fpeech'] — of  that'  part  of  the  na- 
tional income,  which  is  made  liable  to  the  propofed  contnbution. 
I  have reafon  to  believe,  that  this  calculation'ismoderate,  and  that 
by  a  commendable  caution  it  is  given  below  the  truth.  I  foither 
incline  to  think,  that  the  general  income  of -the  dafs  exempted 
from  all  contribution  might  be  (hewn  to  be,  <at'leaft,  as  great  as  dial 
part  of  the  national  income  on  which  this  bill  will  operate. 

The  plan  has  been  introduced,  framed,  and  <:ompleted,  with 
-ever)'  modification  and  indulgence  compatible  with  its  principle. 
Lafgc  allowances  have  been  made  to  families  and  to  individuals, 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  thenr  children,  and  by  a  (bale  highly 
favourable 'to  incomes  not  exceeding  i,oool.  upon  the  principle, 
•that  the  expence  of  maintaining  and  cducadng  <MMren  btea  pro- 
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|)ortioiiabl^  Hidiee  heavily^  on  frrtaf I  iilcotnes  than  it'  doeis  oii  larger 
incomes*  The  rules  for  eftimating  the  incomes  of  farmers,  and 
Jefiees  of  land,  and  more  cfpecially  of  farmers  under  300I.  a  year, 
have  alio  beeA  dated  with  mdft  liberal  modifications  and  abate- 
ments. "And  .theft  at>pedr'  in*  the  bill  many  other  indulgences* 
pfocceditig'  ceirtaitily  ftoitt  juft  and  wife  inotlves,  but  tcndf rig  to 
tiiminifli  the  Miniated  prodi/cc.*  Still,  however,  Wheh  we  reebllcft 
that  the  additional  afleffments,' with  the  voluntary  contributions,  are 
producing  above  fix  milliom;  iris  not  unreafonable  to  ptcfume,  that 
the  mesifure  how  in  queftion  may  produce  ten  itiillions. 

The  mcafure  of  the  laft  fiflion,  by  the  nature  of  its  opelratiort, 
forced  upon  fome  only  (and  in  that,  as  well  as  in  other  refpe^ts,  it 
was  partial)  the  neccflity  of  declaring  rheir  irtcombs.  The  prefent 
meafons  requires  from  ^11,  the  flatemcnt  of  an  income,  not  inferior 
to  the  inconie  actually  pofleffed  and  enjoyed ;  allowing,  however, 
a  vcil-of  fecrecy-to  be  thrown  over  fuchftatements  in  every  caf« 
Where  the  publioatton  may  be  thought  by  the  individual  to  be  con- 
trary to  his  commercial  interefts,  it  will  refult  from  thcfe  pro- 
vifions,  that  the  hoarders  of  income  muft  now  pay  their  full  pro- 
portion "for  the  protcflion  which  they  enjoy.  Nor  will  it  any 
longer  happen,  that  the  confciennous  contributor  will  pay  his  quota, 
er  more  tfcin  his  quota,  whilft  the  cold  hearted  and  the  fraudulehr, 
With  equal*  or  greater  means,  pay  little  or  iiothing.  In  thele  rc- 
l|)e£l^,^'tki^fyft'ein  is  now  as  Juft  towards  Individuals  as  it  will  be, 
found  to  be 'Expedient  with  regard  to  the  Public. 

Keeping  thefe  ftveral  objefts  in  view,  the  prefent  bill  appears 
to  me  to'  havd  been  anxioufly  calculated,  and  abfy  and  accurately 
framed  to  •  prevent  Inequality,  fraud',  cmbarraffment,  arid  injufy. 
And  thus'it  i«,  Vily  Lords,  that  we  are  accomplifhing  the  beft  (Ope- 
ration of 'finini!r,'thc  practicability  of  obtaining  by  a*na(ional  cfPdrt, 
tdbe  madc'fdr  a  timfc  V)nly,  without  national  inconvenience,  ahv 
fiipplf  thit  th6  'iSarional  exi^ncies  may  requiV^.  '   ' 

That  in  a  meafure  fo  exienfive,  urrforefecn ;  cslfes  maj*^  occur, 
which  may  hereafter  call  for  parliamentary*  inteVfVitncc,  relief,  or 
explanation,  is  probable,  and  more  th^in  probable.'  Undoubtedly 
many  fuch  cafes  may,  and  will,  occur.  On  the  other  hand,  occa- 
fions  may  arife  in  which  it  will  be  ncceflary  to  apply  ftrit^  and 
more  cfFe£lual  proviiions,  to'  obviate  unfijrefeen  evadoi^s  and 
frauds.  .'..-.-    i- 

I  (hall  now,  my  Lords,  take*a  fummafy  ^vicw  of  the  ptinfripa\ 
td vantages  ro  be  derived  from  th*  Voic  which,  \  tnift,  we  are  abou't 
Co  give.     Some  of  thofc  advantao:es  were  cntirciv  o\'criouked  bv 
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the  noble  Baro^^and  others  feem  to  n^c.to*  luye  been  uftfkK-iaftd 
by  him. 

The  confideration  which  firfl  prdenc^  ifielf  fs  thai;  of  ^couonqr* 
I  will  not  fij^igue  your  Lord&ips  with  inti;uitc  calcubcions.  But 
in  comparing  the  prompt  levy  and  ps^raent  of  twenty*  n^llkxis,  wkh 
tlie  value  oC  the  annuiiy.  which  muft  have  been  created,  if  Barlia- 
ment  ha^  borrowed  the  fame  funi  by.  loan^  I  ac^  moder^  in 
alTuming,  that  fucb  z  loan  could  not  have  been  obuined  zt^^bfUa 
price  than  50I.  for  the  3  per  ccnts.»  or  4j(  ^n  i^iteseft  of  6  per  oectt.» 
which  with  the  prQvifion  of  2  per  cent,  towanbthe  reden^^doa  of 
the  capital  fo  created,  would  have  amounted  to  a  ich^i^  of .  ^  per 
cent.,  or  i,6Qo,oocd. 

And  here  let  me  remark,  incidentally^ \hat  i,6oq,o<^,9.^.  3  year 
mud  have  been  impofcd  in  new  and.  permanent  taxiea^  to  which 
might  be  added,  the  great  expence  of  C(41ediin^  Thcfe  coti^dcrak- 
tions  mud  not  be  overlooked  in  CQmpai;tQg  the  ko  per  cent,  upcn 
income  payable  only  for  two  yca^rs  to  produce  the  amougic  of  ttr 
fum  dated.  ,  ' . 

The  1. 690, cool,  a  year  fu  created^  for  the  intcreft  and^giadual 
extin<Slion  of  the  twenty  millions  fo  bprro^s^cd,  01;,  i^  ochf;r  w^rdf, 
for  the  cxtin<Stton  of  forty  millions  capital  3  per  ccnts.«  m^  becfii- 
matcd  to  extinguifli  the  whole,  at  the  probable  av^agc  ffic^  of  tb^ 
funds,  in  about  .forty  years.  \Vhat,  then,  is  the  pre(^iiM^uc  of 
fuch  an  innuity  for  forty  yeats  i  Y9ur  Lordfliips^  w,iU  $nd  it  to 
Ik  about  twenty  years'  purchaf(p,  ta^ir^g  the  average  iQterei)  of 
money  at  4  percent.  And  certainly,  though,  frooi  t^  e)(pcriencc 
of  this  century,  there  have  been  wfirs  during  nearly  fixt^ep  ycais  in 
every  forty  years>  4  per  cent,  may  t)ow  be  ^onfidpred*  i^dcr  the 
a(5lual  pror|)crity  and  profpeds  of  this  country,  as  a  6iir  ayeragje  io- 
tered.  .The  refult  then  will  be,  that,  indca^  of  creating  an.a^u&ty 
in  taxes  bearing  heavily  qn  the  people  in  general,  the  vsiluc  ol^  whijch 
would  be  thirty-two  millions,  you  rai(c  twenty  oulfyips  in  two 
years  and  gain  the.  diderence. 

But  the  farther  rcfuUing  ^dvznt2ge%  are  infinitely  more  im- 
portant. It  is  iK)t  among  the  ^ad  of  tliofc  advantages,  that  by  the 
prefent  plan  the  falutary  cfl^As  of  the  finking  fund  ace  greatly  ac- 
celerated. The  fums  of  difierent  defcripttons  to  be  refcrved  and 
applied  by  the  commidioners  fpr  tlie  redemption  of.  the  national 
debt,  will,  in  the  fird  year  of  peace,  be  not  lefs  than  dftecn  millions^ 
or  nearly  5Cx,oool..a  day,  for  three  hundred  days  in  the  y^r.  The 
operation  of  fuch  a  fum,  brought  daily  into  the  market  to  purcbalr 
docks,  which  is  to  be  extinguidied,  and  not  to  return  to  the  market, 
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canndl  fall  to  have  an  efFed  in  favour  of  public  credify  as  much  be- 
yond all  calculation  at  it  will  be  beyond  all  experience. 

It  it  a  farther  confplation  and  encouragement  under  our  a£^ual 
cxe'rtlont;  that  we  are  liow  approaching  fad  towards  that  period^ 
when  th^  original  linking  fund  will  have  reached  its  maximum  ; 
and  when,  by  the  addition  of  the  i  per  cent,  which  has  been  appro- 
priated for  the  gradual  difchaige  of  the  capital  in  every  loan  of  the 
prefent'war,  the  permanent  linking  fund  will  amount  to  eight  mil- 
lions fterling  a  y^r. 

When  I  faidy  that  the  plan  propofed  will  prevent  the  increafe 
of  permanent  taxes,  which  otherwife  muR  have  been  levied  on 
articles  of  confumption,  I  ought  to  have  added,  that  by  avoiding 
fuel)  an  addition  to  the  permanent  taxes,  we  accelerate  our  ar- 
rival at  the  period  when  a  part  of  the  taxes  already  fubfifiing  may 
beabolilhed.' 

But  the  sTdvant^gcs  of  the  meafure  are  net  confined  to  the  quef- 
tion  of  economy,  however  important ;  nor  to  the'  G)()erations  of  the 
finking  fund,  however  falutary  ;  nor  to  the  avoiding  of  new  taxes, 
however  defirabld  to  ihe  people  at  large ;  nor  to  the  maintenance 
of  our  public  credit,  however  effential  to  our  profperity  :  they  are 
ca!cuUt6l  to  dehioihRrate  to  our  enemies,  and  to  the  worl^  at  large, 
^t  we  [k^fllefs  ihexhauftibre  refources,  together  with  the  dirpofition 
CO  ufe  th6m ;  and  that  we  are  determined  to  aflert  and  to  fecure 
that  proud  pofittoh  which  we  hold,  and  which,  I  truft,  we  (hall  long 
continue  to  hold;  among  pations. 

I  (hall  now  avail  myfelf  of  your  Lordfhipfs'  indulgence,  to  take  a 
fhort  notice  of  the  principal  obje^ions  to  which  this  bill  has  been 
diought  liable. 

It  has  bden  faid  by  the  noble  Baron,  and  has  been  fuggefted  to 
me  by  others,  for  whofe  opinions  alfo  I  feel  a  (incere  refpe^t,  that 
the  bill  having  exempted  all  incomes  below  6ol.,  and  having  im* 
pofed  the  payment  in  a  progreflive  fcale,  from  6ol.  to  200T.,  the 
principle  of  gradual  rife  is  admitted,  and  ought  to  have  been  pur-, 
fueii  through  all  the  higher  claffcs  of  income.  I  contend,  with 
all  due  deference,  that  fuch  a  rife  would  be  contrary  to  all  the  fafcty 
and  rights  of  property ;  that  it*  is  worthy  only  of  the  French 
Council  of  Five  Hundred,  and  conrcqucntly  would  be  dilgraccful  to 
a  Britlth  Parliament ;  and  fliat  it  would  amount  to  neither  more 
nor  lefs  than  the  infrodufiion  of  a  plan  for  equalizing  fortunes  ; 
and  to  th<?  ihiplied  inference,  that  becaufe  a  man  poffelTcs  much, 
therefotc  more  (hall  be  taken  from  him  than  is  proponionably  taken 
frons  others. 

Nbr,  vvhcn  the  matter  is  faidy  confidered,  is  there  any  incon- 
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iiflency  it)  the  exemption  given  to  incomes  below  60].  Tha^t  ex- 
emption is  only  a  liberal  coi)ftru£lion  a^d  exercife  of  the  princil^e^ 
thaty  in  levying  a  tax  upn  jncomei  we  ought  not  to  eytcfid  it  to  ith 
comes  ^hich  may  b^  ncccflTary  to  adiua)  rub(i(lpnce;  4nd  having 
cAabli(hed  chat  point  a[  6 pi.  a  year,  ther^  inuftbe  fome  gra(Mtioiis 
beyond  it,  in  ofder  to  arrive  at  theone-tppth:^oCherwi^»  It  woi]14 
happen^  that  the  man  of  65 1.  a  year  would,  by  the  payment  of  61, 
ip$.  become  poorer  than  the  man  of  60I,  a  year,  aqd  fo  in  pro^r- 
tion  in  advancing  higher. 

Perhaps  it  might  have  been  more  ftridtly  conformable  to  tho  {mho* 
pofed  fyftem^  to  have  por)fined  the  fcate  v^ithin  i  ool.  a  year.  But  I 
give  no  opinion  contrary  to  the  more  liberal  fenti.ment  which  has 
been  exerclfed  by  the  fraipers  of  the  bill,  j(  aip  only  ip{icitous  to 
eitablidf  the  confiftcncy  of  the  principlei  ^y  which  the. inequ^licies 
of  income  remahi  as  they  were  found  ;  and  by  which  the  pri* 
vations  of  (hp  y^r  beafi  within  the  yea^^  in  an  e^ual  prqportion 
upon  all. 

The  notion  of  requiring  a  higher  proportion  from  the  higher 
claileSy  exclufive  of  its  levelling  tendency,  would  imply,  that  ip  all 
taxes  upon  confumption  alfO|  every  individual  (hould  be  rated  in 
proportion  to  his  income  ;  and  that  when  a  man  of  400!.  a  year 
pays  a  di{ty  of  6ye  (hillings  for  a  bufhel  of  fait,  ^  for  any  given 
quantity  of  tea  or  nfinc,  the  poifcflbr  of  4,oool.  ^  yeaf  ought  to 
pay  6fty  (hillings.  .  It,  is  no  anfwer  to  this,  that  the  ^(e  of  fuch 
articles  is,  in  fome  degree,  voluntary.  Happily,  fuch  a  iyflem, 
which  ^certainly  would  be  unjuft  and  mol^  mifchievous^  is  as  oer* 
tainly  impradticable. 

There  is  another  objedlion,  which  is  equally  unfound,  though 
more  plaufible.  We  are  told,  that  one  fpecies  of  inconic  is  more 
valuable  than  another;  and  therefore,  as  a  fair  price  for  itsproteo* 
tion,  that  it  ought  to  pay  in  proportion  to  its  value :  for  example ; 
that  ap  annuity  for  life  ^ing  worth  only  ten  yes^rs  pufchafe^  and 
an  income  reful^ing  from  an  elhte  in  fee  bhing  worth  thirty  yeaa 
pprchafe,  the  latter  ought  to  pay  three  times  as  much  as  the 
former. 

I  confcfs  that,  for  a  moment,  and  when  t\\\s  notion  firft  occurred 
in  the  debates  ofthe  laft  fcflion,  I"  fonccivcd  |t;.tp  havc^foipc  fo- 
lidity  ;  but  a  little  rcflcdion  will  fl^cwl  that  the*  wHpJcf.diflic^jlty 
arifes  fropn  a  confunon  in  termB,  and  irom^  btctiding.  tcgfther  the 
ideas  of  incon)c  and  of  capital.  ^  Income,  as  income^  cannot  be 
diiiinguiihed,  and  brought  into  ii  lca,le  of  taxation^ '  whatever  may 
be  the  nature  and  value  of  the  fund  from  which  it  is  derived. 
'ri'ic  moment  that  income  is  rarcd-  by  its  value  in  the  market,  it 
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ceafes.  ti^Jiave  tfie  propertie^.qf  incomCi^  tnd  beeomes  csipita}.  AihI 
tt^n  a  new  qucftion  prefcntsitfe^f  :^-^wiU  ,yoq  impofe  yourcontii* 
{>utif>n  upon  capital  ?  I  cpiKeivo  that  ata^  on  capital  would  be 
uoattainable..  fjow  would  it  be  poflible  -  to  value  the  dUFerent 
^ate3  pf  the  owners  and  occup^ert  pf  land,  and  all  the  dif^ 
fc3[cnc  inodificationa,  ^CQI1dtdDns,  fettleroents,  remainderty  and  rei* 
ycr(ions,  to  Mi^ich  real  property,  is  liable  I  Still  more)  at  how 
pnaqy  years  purcbafe,  ar^d  by  what  rules,  will  you  value  thevsirying 
incomes  of  artiftsyinanufa^reTBt:  and  mercantile  and  profeffional 
men  ?  7^7  ^^^  i^'  ^  nature  of  incomes,  for  lif<}  or  for  years, 
and  generally  wjith  the  advantage  of  being  in  a  courfe  of  increafe* 
and  improvenneqt.  I^  is  true  that  they  are  fubjed  to  innMntierable 
!»cqdent$^a||d  phahges  ;  but  they  cani>ot  be  diftmguiihed  •  ip  .their 
average  from  pther  annuities,  no  more  than  thofe  annuities  can  be 
fjifiinguiihed  from  incomes  which  are  nominally  for  ever. 

Wiil  it  be  contended,  that,  in  point  of  real  value,,  an  unfettled 
eftate,  which  its  owner  ^ill  leave  to  his  ch^Idreni  is  of  more  worth 
to  him,  than  if  the  faipc  eftatc  were  for  his  life  only,  and  already 
(cttled  on  ^is  fon  and  his  (|e(cendants  ?  Would  an  cfiate  (b  iedicd 
on  him  for  life  with  remainder  to  his  heirs  male,  be  more  valuable 
to  him  than  it  ^ould  be,  if  he.  had  no  fon,  and  it  were  fettle^i  oo 
fome  diftant  relation  or  Cfn  a  Aranger  \  And  if  on. a  ftranger,  how 
is  it  more  valuable  to  the  poifeflor  than  any  other  annuity  for  life  ? 
The  income  arifing  from  commerce  or  a  profeflkm  becomes,  on  the 
retreat  or  demife  of  its  prefent  owner,  tfie.  property  of  another,  juft 
as  much  as  the  income  arifing  from  an  eftate  or  from  an  anniAty 
for  life  or  years.  In  ihort,  we  cannot  look  to  income,  as  liable  lo 
9  dSfierent  valuation  in  every  fpecific  cafe  \  nor  as  a  property  ftirly 
to  be  deemed  an  obje£l  of  taxation,  with  a  reference  to  a  loiiger  in- 
fcrcfi  than  the  life  of  itspoffeHbr: 

Tanquam 
Sit  proprium  cui-quanif  funBo  quod  mobilis  hora 
Nunc  prece^  nuncpretio,  nunc  w,  nunc  fsrie  fupremd^ 
Pertnutel  Jominos  et  cedat  in  altera  jura. 

Andihere&re  ii;«i8|  that,  by  this  bill,,  in  :all  cafes  indifcriminately 
(and  i^  it  were  not  indifcriminately  it  would  be  unjufily)  the  accru* 
ing  income  of  the  year  is  made  liable^  for  the  year,  to  a  dedudion 
in, a. rated. pmportioiv which  equally  afFe<?s  all. 

SmcK  then,  n^y  Lords, .  is  the  plan  before  us  ;  c(labli(hing  a  fyf- 
tem  of  fupply,  eflcptiaily*  important  in  the  prefent  (druggie,  eflen* 
tially  , beneficial  on  the  eventual  xetutn  of  [cacc,  and  fpch  as  will 
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lietttftrf  induce  all  rvftttoni  16  ptufe,  before  they  bring  upon  us  the 
mdjfflljr  Of  Engaging  in  #ar  with  dibm. 

I  muft  once  more  ttpeat,  mj  Loi^s,  that  this  mcafure  has  been 
HKtompWhti  by  ^t  oAidn  of  opinions  refpefiing  the  nature  of  the 
French  hofttlity ;  hj  the  afleAionate  ahd  grateful  attachment  which 
is  k\i  by  an  for  a  Sovereign  who  is  juflly  confidered  as  the  father 
of  his  pcdple  I  Sndby  the  confidimce  which  is  repofed  in  the  Coun- 
cils 0f  that  Sovereign/ and  in  the  wifdom  of  Pirlament ;  or  in 
cttter  #ordSy  by  the  geheml  donvi Aion  of  men's  minds,  under  wMch 
(as  a  tioble  Marqdis  pointedly  expreiTed  himrelif  on  the  firft  day  of 
t))e  icffion)  «  all  oppdfitidn  is  dead  and  buri&I/'  I  may  add  with- 
out any  Want  of  can()ouf»  that  the  public  opinion  is  unequivocally 
stiarked>  when  public  men,  in  a  period  of  unexampled  anxiety,  can 
mire  ihte  obfcurity  without  exdting,  in  a  great  and  enlightened  em- 
pire, even  a  whtfper  of  public  regret. 

My  Lofdsy  I  have  repeatedly  flood  in  this  place,  durii^  the  laft 
five  yeats,  a  fbreboder  of  incrtafing  dtfiicutties  and  dangers ;  nor 
dttU  I  eVer  be  difpofcd  to  flatter  either  your  Lordfliips  or  myfelf, 
or  tlie  country  at  laige.  But  I  now  look  forwards  and  with  good 
hopes  to  the  chearing  approach  of  better  prbfpefts.  And  at  this 
bkMir,  if  we  could  confider  ourfdves  therely  as  a  maritime  flate, 
lingly  oppofed  to  France  and  to  the  naval  powers  who  are  fo  unfor- 
tunate as  to  be  colhpelted  to  ad  with  France,  and  to  fubmit  to  be 
edled  her  alKest  the  eontefl  would  be  at  an  end.  For  what  objeA 
df  Coilteit  could  there  be  between  naval  antsgonifls ;  the  one  of 
which  ha^  Idfl  to  the  othen  all  Its  commerce,  all  its  coloiues,  all 
iti  etilerhal  poflHRons,  all  its  fras,  and  nearly 'iill  its  flftts ;'  a  Ids 
indttdiMg)  wheii  the  Spanifh  and  Dutch  prices  ate  added  to  the 
Kft»  abO^tf  fhredeote  (hiJ)S  of  (he  line,  and  more  than  double  that 
number  of  frigates  ?  I  cannot  hdkate  tb  fly  that  a  naval  power, 
fo  circumdanced,  and  fo  blocked  up  in  all  its  coafts  and  ports,  is  de- 
feated and  beaten.  Her  inhabitants  may  colle^  in  crowds  gpon  the 
ibore,  and  call  hard  names,  and  ufe  approbrious  language ;  but 
they  are  beaten,  and  have  ceafcd  to  be  a  maritime  people  for  a  long 
period  of  tinK.  So  far  as  our  infular  interefts  are  in  qucflion,  the 
war  is  brought  fo  a  predicament,  in  whicfi  a  man  may  ^acc  hS 
maps  before  him,  and  rack  his  information  and  ingenuity  to  find 
new  objcfts  of  cohqiicft  and  acquifition. 

But  in  flaciAg  this,  let  me  not  be  underAood  to  give,  br  to  cbn- 
▼er,  any  opinion  relative,  either  to  the  Wcaknefi  or  ftablHty  of  the 
monitroiis  gjoverhhicnt  which  has  cftaWifhcd  itfdf  in  Frahce. '  '  It 
^dirid  be  prefumpcion  Co  fay  what  may  be' the  pirmancrWe  xSf'rf 
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power,  which  {^im  «fid  aippropfiatei,  wi<hMt  (cnipk  q^mimHc^ 
the  feibiiroet  of  oihar  nations.  No  mmn  c;;il|  fomd  h^w  .lo^g  « 
iawlelshorde^of  robber  gnd  inui4epam^«y.(ubfift  by  piib|{e  aitd 
by  crimesy  befopn;*  they  nfQ  overtaktA  by  biiQVUi  or  (tivtnc  jufiio;^ 
^ffjL  one  troth  s|t  Ictf^  i$obvk>iis  an^^rciifi.  So  kmg  u  the  French 
kadeis  ihall  appeav  to  have  no  meant  oC  esuflttioe,  buiia  fvoha^ 
ing  the  miferies  and  cajgautict  vhiob  lb|(gr  have  caufed ;  and  .vhilft 
they  let^tn  tjbe  appeti^.att^  power <tf  oiUctef  and  deftrudlion;  i 
woifUL be  oiadneb.iiQd foHjr^on wr  part^*tQ fan^o that  we  canre*- 
vert  in  iafety  to  the  h^ffing^  of:peace«  :  We  ought  not  to  hope  for 
peace  (o  long  as  the  revolutionizing  fyftem  maintains  its  a^ivity» 
That  a6Kvity  is  (till  exerting  trfelf,  with  all  the  agonies  of  fatigued 
but  infatiate..malignityy  and  amidft  fcenes  of  depopulation,  bank* 
ruptcy,  diicontent  and  revolt* 

So  far  as  the  mcrq  fafc^  of  thefe  iflands,  is  in  qudUoa,  we  aic 
lafe  in  our  own  cou|agc  and  rcfourciev  '  ^l^uc  !q  looking  towards  the 
wi(hed-for  period  of  pacification,  v'Wc  muft^  never  foiget,  that  the 
fecurity  of  Europe  is  eflfential  lo  the  fccurity  of  the  BritKh  empire. 
We  cannot  fepara^e  them. 

Permit  me,  my  Lords,  before  I  (y(  down,  to  advert  to  a  circunw 
ftance,  which,  if  left  unexplained,  might  fubjed  me  to  the  impuUr 
don  of  fpe^king  wi^  an  illiberal  ^^rm^  and  prejudi<pe.  Qo  the 
prefcnt  and  on  qthcr  .occafionsi  I  hav^  ufcd  barfli  language  rdped- 
Ing  the  French  as  a  nation :  and  furely  they  have  been,  during 
nine  years,  the  moft  deteftable  people  that  ever  difgraced  the  ^obe 
on  which  we  Hve,  and  breathe,  tM  tfilVe  our  being.  They  have 
been,  and  (HU  oorttifittfi  to  be,  the  icxMirgp  and  peil.  of  abided  huma- 
nity. But  I  wf(h,  onice  for  aU,  fo  be  tmderftQod  not  to  fpeak  of 
the  French  fuch  as  I  faw  and  knew  them  twelve  years  ago ;  nor  of 
^  Prcnch  fuch  ^s  I  hope»  one  day»  again  to  iee  them»  I  (peak  of 
them  9S  they  are,  a  ccedulous,  fubjugated^  irreligious  iminpral,  and 
cruel  people  ;  blind  inAruments  of  the  corruptions,  capfices,  and 
crimes  of  a  few  defperate  regkides.  I  fpeak  of  them  as  they  arep 
and  will  continue  fo  to  fpeak  of  them  on  every  occafion  that  may 
prcfent  itfelf ;  becauCe  I  £k1  and  know,  that  we  cannot  bq  too  often 
and  too  (trongly  imprefled  with  a  true  opinion  of  our  cnemy^  and 
with  a  true  fenfe  of  our  daiigar. 

But,  God  forbid  that  I  fhould  apply  (bch  expreflions  to  the  lu* 
tion  which  I  faw,  compofed  of  a  brave  and  generous  nobility,  and  a 
good-tempered  and  ingenious  people  \  even  then,  howevery  follow- 
ing falfe  lights,  and  tending  towards  the  precipice  down  which  tbej 
have  finee  fallen.  It  is  among  the  bitter  misfortunes  of  thai  ikk 
bility,  and  of  the  other  refpeAable  clafles,  "forced  into  exile  and 
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laden  with  diftr^fib  oi  iiiitt^y *kiM^,  to  feel  aflvtMcd  of  the  cmintrf 
whictugjvw  •them  btrth^  atid to' carry  about  ^id)  theiti  the  fentifticnr^ 
that  ijb^'^ry  name  «lfa  Frenchman  wtB^  for  ages  to  come»  found 
I  gratingly' to  the  eairi'df  Mankind.  Thetoritraft,  iHy  Lords,  is 
iibviods  atid  ofiers  ttfelf  to  our  attention.  *  ITee  It  Wiffi  cbmj^la* 
CMM^'iVid^'^Htfi'pricf^.  tt  it  a  pardbrtablcf  '^rMe/and  of  a  good 
aiid  -fnorsl  tcbdenoy;  ••  EngtMMntcit  derive  from  Hieir  confcfoufhcis 
of  Miig  EnglKhmen,  a{i.tllcMliti(>n  of  i^d,  #hfdH|  boHi  to  the  pre- 
ientirace  and' to  poAetky^  MMtlopenitest»)lh  hiecSflant  eitcoun^m^ 
'  to:  national  vinue  and  to  right  exertions. '    Ferdjjlaria  radic/i  it^ftf 
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APPENDIX,  referred  to  by  Lord  Avcklau d  in 

the  courje  (jf  his  Jpeecb^ 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Total  Value  of  the  IMPORTS  into  and 
EXPORTS  from  Great  Britain  in  the  following  Years, 
viz.  ^  ...       . 


Years, 


J  790 
1791 
1792 

»793 

>794 

^79j 
1796 

'797^ 
«79«* 


<m^ 


^m^m00^-m^ 


^*.^i 


Valae  of 
Impom. 


X9>i30»886 
19,669*782 

I9»6j9»358 
18,696,593 
22,288,894 
21,859,256 

22,749*47^ 
21,013,596 


ValueofBiitifli 

Mefohaadize 
exported. 


£• 

14*^21^084 
16,810,020 
18,336,8^1 
1 3)892,268 
16,725,402 
16,527,213 
19,102,220 
17,268,^07 


Value  offeiidgfi 

^rchw^diie. 

exported. 


Si»99*o37 
5,921,976 

6,568,348 

M97»9»« 
10,623,564 

10,785,125 

11,416,693 

ii,949»i34 


Total  V^alue  of 
Britifh  aad  Fo- 
reign Merchaii'* 
dize  exported. 


£' 

20,120,121 

^^»73'»996 
24,905,200 

20,390,179 

26,748,960 

*7»3«2»327 

29,217,041 


*  This  account  cannot  yet  be  made  up  to  a  later  period  than  to  the 
10th  of  Odober*  But  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  the  vakte  of  Britifh 
and'  foreign  merchandize  exported  from  England,  in  the  three  firft  quar- 
ters, cnduigon  that  day,  was  22,977,0004, 
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Comparative  Value  of  certain  principal  Articles  of  Britifli  Manu- 
fadurcs  'exported  from  England  in  the  Three  Quarters,  ending 
the  loth  Ofiober,  1797,  and  the  loth  Oftobcr,  1798. 


Cottons 


Iron,  wrought    - 


Linens 


WooUcji  goods    - 


Three  Quarters  Three  Quarters 

ending       j       ending 
Oft.  10,  1797*  Oft,  lo,  1798 


1*585,000 

6 J  1,000 


493,000 


1,725,000 

678,000 

880,000 


3»91h^^         4,978,00© 


Total  comparative  Value  of  Britifli  Manufiwaures  and  Foreign 
Merchandise  exported  from  England  in  the  Three  Quarters 
as  above. 


Three  Quarters 

ending 
Oft.  10,  1797- 


Total  Britifh  Manufaftures  exported  1 
from  England     -        -         -  J 

Total  Foreign  Merchandize  cxportejl 
from  Englfuid    .         -        -  J 


1 2,034,000 


8,654,000 


Three  Quarters 

ending 
Oft.    10, 1798. 


13,285,000 


9,692,000 


/;.20,688,ooo      22,977,< 


.000 
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No.  3. 

Amount  of  the  perinancnt  taxes,  on  a  three-jears  ayerage«  £^ 

t6  the  5th  of  January,  1784         —        —        9,876,000 

Amount  of  the  fame»  as  'eflimated  by  the  Committee  on 
a  three-years  average  to  the  5th  of  January, 
179^  i—        —         -         -         13,472,000 

AmouAt  kt  tlie  ytar  ending-  tf)6  5th  of  January,  1 793  i4j284,oo« 


Amount  of  (he  fame  mcs,  after  making  all  aUowancei 
for  the  intermediite  changes  and  arrange, 
ments  of  the  revenue,  on  a  three-years  ave- 
rage, to  the  5th  of  January,  1796      .    —         i2,3Si40o« 

Amount  of  the  fame,  oa  the  average  of  five  years  w^r,  to 

the  5th  of  January,  1798        —  —         13,806,000 

Amount  o^  the  fame,  for  the  year  ending  the  5tB  of  Ja. 

nuary,  1798        —  —  —  i3»332,ooo 

Amount  of  the  fame,  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1799*        —  —      —  14,402,000 


*  Fart  of  this  comparative  infjeafe  nndoubtedly^  atifes  from  poirticiilar 
branches  of  the  revenue  having  been  depreiTed  in  the  preceding  year  by 
circilmltances  which  have  now  nearly  celiied  to  operate :  foch  as  the  duties 
on  wine,  &c.  At  the  fame  time  the  actual  payment  of  fo  iaree  an  increase, 
from  whatever  caufe  it  proceeds,  is  an  undoubted  proof  of  the  refourcct 
and  fuffiuency  of  the  country  under  all  its  burdens. 
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Lord  CLIFFORD  (Earl  of  Darnley  in  keland)  apolopzcd  for 
troubling  the  Houfe  after  the  very  able  fpeech  which  had  been  de- 
livered in  fupport  of  the  bill  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpokc  laft,  but 
fo  fully  Convinced  was  he  of  its  propriety,  that  he  could  not  bfe  the 
prefent  opportunity  of  joining  his  voice  in  favour  of  the  meafurc  to 
that  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliamenty  and  of  the  country  at  large. 
Though  his  noble  friend  had  entered  into  a  great  variety  of  topics 
fu^eltcd  by  the  confideration  of  the  propofed  tax,  two  or  three 
points  had  efcaped  his  notice,  to  which  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon 
to  fpealc.  Among  .the"^  objedions  made  by  a  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Holland)  to  the  biUy  was  one  in  particular,  that  it  went  to  a  difdo* 
fure  of  the  circumftanccs  of  the  parties.  Had  the  noble  Lord  care- 
fully pcrufed  the  whole  of  the  bill,  he  would  have  found,  that  the 
obje^ion  fo  advanced  did  not  apply  to  the  landed  intereft,  and  that 
commercial  property  was  as  completelv  guarded  from  any  dangers 
likely  to  refult  from  a  difclofure,  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  could 
poflibly  admit  of.  It  (hould  alfo  be  romtmbered,  that  the  bill  had 
not  been  hurried  through  in  the  way  imputed  to  it,  but  had  under- 
gone the  moft  ferious  and  minute  inveftigation.  He  would  under- 
take to  fay,  that  the  previous  inveftigation  had  been  fo  ihifi,  as  to 
render  it  at  prefent  unnecefTary  to  go  into  a  detail  of  thoie  objedions 
which  had  been  fully  refuted  in  the  other  Houfe.  With  rcfpeft  to 
the  probability  which  had  been  urged  of  the  meafure  afFefiing  the 
funds,  hq  would  afk,  if  it  were  likely  to  do  fo,  why-that  c£kQ  had 
not  been  already  produced  h  The  noble  Lord  had  declared,  that 
he  was  averfe  to  ab^radl  propofitions  on  political  fubjcds,  yet,  after 
makiog  that  declaration,  he,  made  no  difficulty  of  reading  cxtrads 
from  a  work  of  the  very  nature  he  condemned.  Lord  Darnley 
concluded  with  obferviijg,  that  the  prefent  meafure  was  one  which 
their  Lordfhips  were  called  upon  by  the  mod  powerful  motives  to 
fanftion,  as,  cxclufiv^ly  of  the  great  and  falutary  principle  on  which 
it  proceeded,  it  was  alfo  calculated  in  every  point  of  view  to  defeat 
the  defigns,  and  ruin  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

Lord  HOLLAND  rofe  to  explain.  He  was  perfcdlly  feniible 
tliac  any  difcuflion  he  was  able  to  promote  would  be  wholly  without 
eiTcd  :  but  his  duty,  however,  called  upon  him  to  ftatc  the  objec- 
tions he  had  urged  againft  the  meafure.  With  regard  to  the  obfer- 
vations  he  had  made  on  the  work  of  a  noble  Lord  (Auckland),  he 
could  affure  that  noble  Lord  that  he  by  no  means  quoted  the  book 
with  an  intention  to  throw  any  flur  upon  its  author,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, to  ftrcngthen  his  argument  by  what  he  conceived  to  be  a 
weighty  and  refpe6>able  authority.  He  could  not,  however,  refrain 
from  animadverting  upon  the  manner  in  which  his  arguments  againfl 
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the  bill  had  been  treated  :  inftead  of  urging  any  fband  ailments 
in  reply  to  theth,  he  was  only  told  that  his  oppofition  was  a  folitary 
one,  and  that  die  general  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  was  againfl  him ;  he 
was  moreover  given  to  underftand  that  no  ambition  was  felt  to  con- 
vince him,  or  to  conciliate  his  approbation  of  the  meafure.  This 
fuitly  was  rather  a  ftrange  way  of  treating  a  Member  of  that  Houfe, 
who  was  placed  in  it  by  the  ConQitution  in  order  to  deliver  his 
opinion  upon  every  topick  according  to  his  con(cience  and  the  beft 
of  his  judgement.  Had  he  made  ufe  of  fuch  unparliamentary  lan- 
guage, he,  no  doubt,  would  have  been  accufed  of  libelling  the  Houfe. 
The  noble  Lord  (Auckland}  had  al(b  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  a  hope 
that  age  and  experience  might  teach  him  to  alter  his  opinions,  as 
the  noble  Lord  himfelf  had  done.  He  would  not  fay  that  he  felt 
difpofed  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  noble  Lord  in  that  refpef^, 
who  had  fo  cgregioufly  changed  his  opinions  both  of  men  and  mea- 
fures ;  bur,  whenever  he  wa$  induced  to  alter  his  political  fenti- 
ments,  he  trufted  the  change  would  be  the  refult  of  fair  invefiigatiofi 
and  unbiaifed  judgement,  and  that  it  fhould  be  die  work  of  his  rea- 
'fon  as  fair  as  it  could  guide  him,  not  the  fuggefiion  of  private  intereft 
or  prejudiced  partiality.  It  might  be  natural  for  the  noble  Lord 
to  have  made  fome  change  in  his  opinions  on  a  fubjedt  like  the  pre- 
fent  after  the  lapfe  of  twenty  years,  nor  could  a  fair  conftruflion  of 
the  words  he  quoted  vindicate  him  from  the  imputation  of  that 
charge.  The  words  of  the  book  were  ndt  confined  to  voluntary 
contributions.  They  aHb  admitted  the  .impropriety  of  a  difclofure 
of  private  circumftances,  and  likewife  the  hardfhips  to  which  a 
meafure  like  the  prefent  would  expofe  the  landholder.  The  noble 
Lord  is  loud  in  the  praife  of  the  fpirit  and  enthuiiafm  of  the  countiy 
manifefted  in  the  voluntary  contributions  and  the  payment  of  the 
triple  aflfeifment  of  laft  year,  yet  unfortunately  this  panegyric  is 
broadly  denied  by  the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe,  the  preamble  of 
which  tells  the  world,  that  the  reafon  for  introducing  it  was  the 
(hameful  evalions  prafiifcd  Ia(l  year.  The  noble  Lord  had  alfo 
brought  forward  obfcrvations  not  very  clofdy  connefied  with  the 
fubjeA,  but  fuch  as  the  Minifters  and  their  adherents  knew  well 
how  to  introduce  into  every  debate.  To  prepare  their  Xordfhips* 
minds  for  the  adoption  of  their  Unconftitutional  meafures,  fome 
rant  upon  French  atrocities  muft  always  be  introduced.  If  he 
told  them  the  bill  was  unjuA,  he  was  anf^ered  by  the  t)'ranny  x)f 
the  Direftory  ;  jf  hetold  them  it  was  unequal  and  impolitic,  they 
muft  hear  a  philippic  againft  Jacobinifm.  The  noble  Lord  ob- 
ferved  upon  fome  cxprefTions  which  were  made  ufe  of  in  another 
place,  where  the  French  Revolution. was  ftilcd  a  glorious  fabric  of 
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svifdom  and  imfiffitj.  lU  did.  not  take  ^  l^\s  ^i4i  ?  >iww  Qf 
blMiing  or  defending  it :  he  was  ^Teldom  .tempted  to  defend  a  ^om 
who  W9t  .fo  much  hettcr  ^e  to  defend  hiQafclf.  I^s  intentign 
only  w^.to  fay,  Jthat  if  fron;i  a  ippafuie  ;i|^eU  iotcoc^  ,evil  cooiip- 
qucficcs  mjght  afcei-vards  vKe^  this  cqiadd  pot  be  fyidy  if(\y^\it%d  as 
affiult.to  the  framerepf  theineafyre.  If  it  weie  our  notions  of 
hunun  gyiltv  ^1  di(lin<^ioQs  between  right  and  yrtoag  wcvt  at  9fi 
xnd,  .^nd  the  /extenfion  of  the  principle  might  ^d  us  .to  the  con- 
doannatipn  of  all  that  was  noble,  honeft,  or  diiintcrefied.  Wpuld 
it  be  juft,to  impuceto  the^m^nly  oppp^tion  of  Haiapdcn^  the  £»Cal 
cauQrjqphe  that  aftciiwaj^ds  cnfued  I  if  the  Admiralty  fenibas|ccd 
in  fpine  ^eat  expedition,  which  afterwards  tesminated  in  fiaoie 
great  calamitq,  would  it  be  fair  ta  impMte  the  fsulure  tp  ^hc  oobk 
Lord,  who  fo  ably  fuperintends  that  dq^yartment,.  a^  about  Ac  in- 
tegrity of  whofe inlenrions  no^an:Could cntertaina ,doubt ?  WboEe 
there  was  no  evil  intention,  there  could,  therefore,  beano  lault  i ^and 
Jhere  he  would  ^not  hefit^te  to  fay,  .that  .had  he  been  a  Fnmohpan, 
hewould.have.felt  it.  the  ^pridetof  his  life  to  have  been  ooncemodin 
that  great  event.;  but,  though  heielt  that  (uch  woMld  have  b^nhis 
ambition  in  fuch  a  fituation  of  Jiia  country  as  that  of  France  then 
was,  he  was  far  froipa  thinking  that  there  could  be  anyjuftke  in 
ipaking  him  anfwerable  for  the  conicquences  that  might  .cnfue. 
Would  their  Lordfbips  now  contend,  that  even  His  Majcfiy*s  Mi- 
.nifter^,  whom  they  have  fo  generally  fupportcd,  (hould  be  made  le- 
fponfible  for  all  the  difatirous  confequences  of  the  war  into  whicb 
they  have  unfortunately  plunged  the  nation  ?  Surety  not  ^  and  ill 
and  inaufpiciouily  as  the  war  has  actually  been  pfo&cutcd,  God 
ioxbid  that  he  (bouldlay,  that  Minifters  ihould  be  made  refponfitrfe 
for 'all  the  moralguilt  of  its  concomitant  i^alamities.  .Ind^,  |he 
firii  avowed  obje^)  of  the  war  was  to  Fefift  the  unpnovr^ed  -^y- 
gieffionof  the  French,  and  to  fruArate  their  (cheipesof  aggia^ii^ 
meot;  would  Minifi^rs  have  perfifted  in  cmbatking  in  it,  were  they 
told  all  that  has  (ince  enfued  from  it;  had  they  been  Cold  that 
France  would  be  in.fNsfS^flton  of  all  Italy ;  that  fbe  would  cxeitia 
commanding. i»Q«iQnQe  over  ^ain ;  that  (be* would  invibde  HoUaAd, 
and  make  her^lf.maft^r  of  all  its  refourc^ :  but  efpecially  had  thcgr 
been  told,  that.  England  {faould  be  obliged  to  fend-Minifters  to  ne- 
gotiate with  thofe.  very f men,  /whoCe  hands  were  (till  reeking  with  the 
blood  of  their  Sov^rcjign,  or  that  we  who  haMghtily  refufed  an  afyliiai 
to  any,  diredly  orindireiSlly,  amcerned  in  the  King's  murder, 
fliould  be  now  exprefling  apanxiety  for  the  only  man  in-the  Direc- 
tory who  had  a  hand  in  that  atrocious  deed  i  For  his  part  be  was, 
.and  he  truftcd  he  (hould  ever  be,  a  fincerc  and  firm  friend  of 
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LitbrtTv  and  9fR  fmbi  he  nfiluA  feel  ^ith  kevnef  rsjtT^f  sutd  detpev 
httMir  dnhc  crimes  and  arr«  Aeries  *Yh«  imrghii  ha  v^omityitfed  in  hetf. 
irartus^  ifian  tiibfewtao  i\cvcr  wdre  oMiciroji  Af.;ii^y  ii^tsp^ifr  in  h«# 
oi»ufe.  Under  fuch  imprdrK>ns;.'if  caald  hcf»  rhrriiftMr,  («  fog:^ 
jKjfedy  th:^r  he  wa$  incHned  to  exbcMuarey  much,  lets  to  patMaf«  of 
JQiA^fy' thefe  sftrocities.  But  h«  cou4d  not  {^tftp^rismnrking,  thfif  thd 
onlf  objdA  of  the* war  that  fcemed  to  f)c  accnmptiihed,  (fi^rhe ccn^d 
not  doubt  but  chat  fuch  an  obje^-  had  been  in.  view)  wai;  Ihe  ri^n^ 
ddring  rhci  natnd  of  liberty  odioua  to  the  world,  in  whkh  Frante  ha4 
but  mo  ably  coiifpired,  as  y^c  onfortunately  fee  from  the  pernici'^ua 
and  abominable  eonfequcncea  that  have  flowed  from  fome  of  het 
ifAem$.  But  great  and  iHoliklf)^  as  weft  undoubtedlf  U  the  gitlU 
of  the  French,  yet  the  eflift  of  the  war  haa  as  yet  been  the  dlreft 
contrary  of  Its  avowed  objeA  \  it  hat  extended  the  d«>inin)ona  and 
contributed  to  the  aggratldi^enieilt  of  the  enemy*  Ho  would  not 
have  been  induced  to  fay  mueh  oft  this  fubjed,  had  he  not  obferved 
with  whatfriumph  the  crimes  of  France  and  the  deplorable  tffc&^ 
of  Jaeobinifm  ate  every  moment  kitroducedi  even  fo  prove  the  pnyt 
priety  and  neceiTity  of  a  tax  bill.  The  noble  Lord  has  alfo  thoogftt 
proper  to  enter  into  a  comparifon  of  this  country  with  France.  In 
feme  points  of  view,  no  doubt  this  w^s  a  fubjed^  of  exultation.  The 
fleets  of  France  had  difappeared.  France  could  no  longer  be  rc'- 
garded  as  a  naval  power.  Her  inhabitants  could  now  only  (land  oti 
their  (hores,  and  vent  the  impotence  of  their  rage  in  calling  us  hard 
names,  though  not  harder,  perhaps,  than  had  been  called  hei'e  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  where  fome  perfons^ might  be  charadleriKed  as  being 
as  abjedl  in  dtfgrace,  as  they  were  loud  ahd  arrogant  in  profperity. 
The  noble  Lord  was  alfo  {leafed  to  tell  him^  that  he  could  find  no 
Inaccuracies  in  the  bill.  This  was  not  the  Cafe  ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  could  (hew  it  to  he  exceedingly  inaccurate,  which  he  then  did  by 
tdvetting  to  a  variety  of  claufes.  He  was  told  befides^  that  the  pre«* 
fent  meafure  was  particularly  cakulated  to  raife  the  funds.  But  if 
the  ufual  mode  of  raifing  money  by  loan  was  to  be  abandoned, 
much  of  the  neceflity  for  .  keeping  up  the  funds  exifted  no  longer* 
For  his  part,  he  principally  maintained  that  the  tax,  by  being  con- 
tinued for  any  length  of  time,  would  produce  the  worft  confe- 
quences,  and  that  it  would  be  irrtpofliblc  for  the  people  to  bear  it. 
He  felt  it,  therefore,  his  duty  to  ceniinuc  his  oppoTition  to  a  mca. 
Tort,  V9hkh  he  was  ccmfldent  muft  be  finally  piodudivt  of  fuch 
melancholy  cfiWts. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  faid,  that  after  the  able  arguments  which 
the  Houfe  had  heard  from  his  noble  fnend  (Lord  Auckland),  if| 
fupport  of  the  biil|  it  mi^t  perhaps  be  fuppofed  that  there  was  no 
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ueceflStjr  for  bis  tfoubling  them  with  his  fenttmenti  upcm  the  fub- 
je£t.  It  was  rtot  his  intention  to  have  done  fe,  had  it  libt  been  for 
the  extraordinary  condud  of  the  noble  Lord  who  had  juft  fat  down. 
He  believed  their  Lordihips  would  agree  with  him  that  the  noble 
Lord  was  the  firft  perfon  who  had  fet  the  example  of  rifing  a  (tGond 
time  in  that  Houfe^  not  for  the  purpofe  of  ex*planation,  but  of  re-dif- 
cuffing  the  queftion  before  them  in  a  regular  and  detailed  fpeccb. 
He  had|  however,  preferved  filenee  hitherto  refpeding  the  ufual 
pradiice  of  the  noble  Lord,  nor  would  he  have  noticed  it  even  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  had  he  not  heaid  fome  very  improper  reflec- 
tions caft  upon  the  conduft  of  the  Houfe.  He  was  not  in  the  ha* 
bit  of  preduding  the  Members  of  that  Houie  from  the  mofl  amfde 
indulgence  in  the  delivery  of  their  fenttments,  by  rtgorouily  enforcing 
the  (bmding  orders.  But  when  he  found  them  fo  frequently  and 
fyftemalically  violated,  he  thought  it  highly  neoefTary  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Houfe  to  their  ftriA  execution — moribus  antipiisjiai 
Roma,  The  noble  Lord,  befides,  by  his  obfervations  on  the  fup- 
pofed  conduct  of  Mioifters  under  certain  circumftances,  feemed  to 
intend  to  call  upon  him  perfonally  \  and,  however  unwilling  he 
was  to  occupy  their  Lordflbips'  time  on  a  fubjed  not  immediately 
conneded  with  the  queftion  before  them,  he  (hould  be  forty  if  it 
'  were  for  a  moment  thought  that  His  Majcdy's  Minifters  would  have 
aded  under  thofe  fuppofed  circumdances  in.the  -manner  reprefenled. 
The  fentiments  of  a  certain  perfon  upon  the  French  Revolution 
had  been  alluded  to,  and  his  Lordlhip  had  expreflled  his  coincidence 
in  thofe  fentiments.  This  was  a  fubjeiA  which  he  could  not  ima- 
gine to  be  introduced  for  any  other  purpofe  than  that  of  calling  away 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  from  the  unanfwerable  arguments  of  his 
ix)ble  friend.  As  it  had,  however,  been  introduced,  he  would  again 
ftate  the  opinion  which  he  had  uniformly  profefied  refpeding  it 
from  its  commencement  to  the  prefent  moment:  He  had  always 
confidercd  the  Conftitution  of  1791,  which  fome  men  had.fo 
loudly  extolled,  as  a  wretched,  weak,  and  flimfy  production  in  itielf, 
but  at  the  fame  time  as  very  artfoUy  contrived  to  effeA  the  wicked 
and  abominable  purpofes  of  the  deep  tragedy  which  it  uihered  in. 
It  was  not  the  prefent  ftage  only  of  the  French  Revolution,  whidi 
no  man  could  contemplate  without  horror,  that  he  confidered  as 
deferving  the  execration  of  every  friend  to  humanity  ;  but  through 
all  its  (lages,  which  had  been  fo  copioufly  drenched  with  torrents  of 
blood,  he  had  always  viewed  it  as  a  fcene  of  unparalleled  atrocity, 
madnefs,  and  delufion.  He  was  aiked,  whether  if  His  Majedy's 
Miniflers  had  forefeen  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs,  and  had  known 
that  the  courfc  of  events  would  have  led "  to  the  extenfion  of  the 
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rfoihinion  of  France,  they  would  have  advifed  His  Majefly  to  com- 
mence hoftilities  againft  the  Government  of  that  country  ?  He 
would  for  himfelf  repeat  it  a  hundred  times  over>  that  had  he  been 
pttfcOily  aflured  beforehand  of  all  the  events  which  had  happened> 
the  fubjugation  and  pillage  of  Italy,  the  conqueft  of  Hollandi  or 
even  the  murder  of  the  King  of  France,  he  would  have  recom** 
mended  the  adoption  of  the  fame  fyftem  which  this  country  had 
purfuedy  and  which  he  Ihould  confider  as  deriving  additional 
urgency  from  thofe  very  circumihmces.  Nay,  when  he  refledled  on 
the  ravages  committed  in  the  whole  civilized  community  of  the 
world  by  that  wild  and  wicked  domination ;  by  a  Revolution  which 
no  man  could  think  of,  much  more  approach  in  difcuflion,  without 
horror ;  when  he  beheld  the  face  of  Europe  diftorted  to  every  fea- 
ture, disfigured  with  the  blood  of  Kings,  or  the  violation  of  per-* 
fonal  liberty  and  perfonal  rights,  what  muft  be  his  feelings,  what 
his  indignation  at  the  authors  of  fo  many  crimes,  and  fuch  a  com* 
pifcation  of  black  and  hideous  mifchief  ?  Was  not  Italy  polluted  i 
Was  not  Switzerland  plundered,  facked,  enflaved,  the  fcene  of 
general  devaluation  and  of  maflacre  ?  Thefe  things  had  .all  hap- 
pened in  their  fucceffion ;  yet  could  he  have  forefeen  that  fiich 
would  be  the  iflue  of  that  moni^rous  Revolution,  thofe,  aye,  ten 
times  more,  he  would  have  facrificed  to  ftem  the  tide  of  thofi^ 
Ticious  and  falfe  principles,  to  keep  oCit  from  the  human  mind  that 
glare  of  ddulive  light,  fantaftically  called  philofophy,  but  which^ 
in  truth,  was  no  other  than  the  inflammable  efFufion  of  revolui^ 
tionary  madnefs.  This  country  had  honourably,  and,  thank  God, 
as  yet  (uccefsfully  refilled  that  power  which  fought  not  only  to  over- 
throw every  State  in  its  vicinity,  but  our  own.  And,  (concluded 
the  noble  Secretary}  we  (hall  continue  our  exertions ;  we  (hall  ar- 
dently maintain  the  druggie ;  we  (hall  give  to  Europe  the  awful 
but  animating  example  of  a  nation  combating  irreligion,  injuf^ 
tice,  oppreffion,  tyranny^;  and  not  for  ourfelves  alone^  but  for  the. 
world. 

Lord  HOLLAND  (aid,  he  had  not  fo  much  fpoken  againft  the 
meafures  themfelves,  as  he  bad  animadverted  upon  the  ine(Hcacy  of 
Ihofe  meafures  which  His  Majefly's  Minifters  had  purf:ied. 

Earl  of  FAUCONBERG  in  general  terms  approved  of  the 
meafure  ;  he  gave  It  as  his  opinioni  that  the  thanks  of  the  country 
were  due  to  Government  for  having  had  the  wifdom,  the  jufticc, 
And  the  (irmnefs  to  bring  forward,  at  a  period  eminently  portentous, 
a  meafure  of  (inance  which  was  to  convince  the  enemy  that  our  re- 
fources  were  equal  to  our  nece(rities,  and  that  the  fpirit  of  the  nav 
tion,  far  from  being  xtprcffcd  by  if,  will^  under  its  influenGe,  be 
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Simulated  to  higher  enterprlzc,  and  raifed  to  a  higher  pitch  of  force 
than  ever  it  eflayed  or  attained  in  any  known  period  of  our  hiftory. 
He  (hould  therefore  moA  cordially  fupport  the  bill. 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORD  rofe,  and  b^ed  their  Lordlhips* 
bid.ilgence  while  he  dated  his  fentiments  on  a  bill  which  he  thought 
of  the  lad  degree  of  importance  to  all  the  various  interefis  of  the 
country.  In  (biting  his  fentiments^  however^  he  would  trefpafs  as 
(hort  a  time  as  poflible  on  the  time  of  the  Houfe. 

The  bill  turned  upon  two  great  and  leading  principles,  befides 
comprehending  a  large  variety  of  other  fubordinate  points  and  con- 
liderations.  The  firft  of  the  two  principles  was,  how  far  it  was 
"wife  and  expedient  to  raife  a  great  portion  of  the  fupplies  within  the 
year,  rather  than  by  the  ufual  way  of  loan  ?  It  was  impoflible  to 
difcufs  this  principle  by  arguments  drawn  from  experience  or  com- 
parative efFed^,  becaufe  it  was  a  mere  fpeculative  qucftion,  and  there- 
fore could  not  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  which  had 
flood  the  teft  of  trial  in  repeated  inftanccs  ever  fince  the  edablilb- 
mcnt  of  the  funding  fyftem.  There  was,  however^  the  conftant 
and  uniform  yradlice  of  our  anccftors  againft  it ;  nay  more,  there 
was  the  praflice  of  the  prefent  Minifter  himfclf,  who  had,  during 
five  years  of  expenfive  war — for  he  would  not  call  it  ruinous,  or 
ufe  ^ny  expreflion  that  might  lead  to  the  difcuflion  of  fubjeds  that 
had  been  again  and  again  agitated  within  thofe  walls — But  during 
five  years  of  expenfive  war,  the  prefent  Minifter  had  himfelf  fol- 
lowed the  ancient  plan  of  railing  the  fupplies  by  loans ;  and,  inaf- 
much  as  that  amounted  to,  it  was  to  be  taken  into  confideration,  as 
warranting  the  inference  that  the  prefent  Minifter  had  hitherto 
thought  that  mode  of  raifing  the  fupplies  preferable  to  an  attempt  to 
raife  them  within  the  year.  If,  then,  we  were  now  to  adopt  the 
mode  recommended  by  this  bill,  it  would  be  an  admiflion  that  the 
author  of  it  had  been  for  that  fpace  of  time  in  the  wrong,  and  that 
the  prefent  was  preferable  to  that  which  he  had  hitherto  purfued. 
No  noble  Lord,  he  believed,  would  fupport  it  as  pofitivcly  good ;  but 
would  merely  argue  for  it  as  expedient,  and  adapted  to  our  prefent 
circuniftanccs  : — but  yet  his  Grace  thought  it  would  not  be  difficult 
to  prove  that,  even  comparatively,  it  was  a  more  injurious  mode  of 
railing  the  ftipplies  than  that  which  had  been  fo  long  purfued.  In 
the  outfet  of  a  war,  indeed,  the  noble  Duke  admitted  that  this 
method  might  have  one  good  eflfedt,  it  might  make  a  people  cautious 
how  they  plunged  themfelves  giddily  and  without  due  confideration 
into  war.  But,  whether  being  adtually  engaged  in  war — whether, 
after  having  in  five  years  created  a  debt  greater  in  its  amount  than 
the  whole  of  what  had  been  incurred  during  the  hundred  years  pre- 
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ceding,  we  Ihould  adopt  this  mode  now  1  was  a  queftion  of  extreme 
doubt.     The  fecond  principle  of  the  bill  for  their  Lordfliips*  dif- 
ctiffion  was.  Whether,  if  the  propriety  of  raifing  a  great  part  of  the 
fupplies  within  the  year  were  admitted,  the  propoGtion  now  oiFered 
of  railing  thofe  fupplies  by  a  tax  on  income  was  the  defirable 
means  ?     This  was  a  queflion  of  material  importance  in  the  view 
in  which  the  meafures  of  the  laft  year  were  confidered ;  for,  as  by 
niHtig  7,000.0001.  within  the  year,  it  was  contended  that  the  ge- 
neral principle  of  railing  the  fupplies  within  the  year  was  recog- 
nifed,  it  might  hereafter  be  contended  that,  by  adopting  the  prefent 
bill,  they  recognifed  the  principle  of  taxing  income.     In  this  view 
it  required  their  Lord(hips'  moft  ferious  conGderation  ;  for  nothing 
could  be  more  injurious  to  the  Community,  nor  more  fatal  to  the 
State,  than  to  aflume  this  as  a  principle  recognifed,  and  to  a£l  upon 
it.     It  had  been  the  general  practice  of  taxation,  to  levy  as  frcac  a 
portion  as  poffible  of  the  fum  wanted  upon  articles  of  luxury  and  of 
confumption ;  and,  fo  long  as  that  pradlice  could  be  continued,  it 
would  never  be  confidered  as  materially  unjuft  in  its  operation, 
though  one  defcription  might  for  the  moment  be  more  immediately 
touched  than  others  ;  and  although  the  whole  community  might  not 
pay  towards  it  in  equal  proportions,  (Ull,  as  it  was  optional,  it  could 
not  be  deemed  fundamentally  wrong.     If,  therefore,  it  was  aban- 
doned, it  was  a  confcfTion  that  we  could  not  go  on  in   the  ftiO& 
equitable  courfe  of  taxation ;  for  on  no  other  ground  could  that  . 
courfe  be  abandoned,  but  that  the  taxes  would  be  fo  oppreflfive  that 
people,  in  order  to  avoid  them,  would  difufe  the  articles  taxed. 
This,  then,  muft  be  confidered  as  a  forced  contribution ;  and  as 
fuch  it  would  be  confidered.     If  the  fum  could  be  raifed  by  a  tax 
on  confumption,  every  body  muft  aclcnowledge  that  it  would  be  a 
preferable  mode.     But  if  the  flate  of  the  realm  was  fuch  that  a 
forced  contribution  mud  be  the  means  of  fupporting  the  Govern- 
ment, then  it  became  their  Lordfliips  to  confider  well,  whether  the 
general  principle  of  taxation,  which  required  that  every  man  (hould 
pay  in  proportion  to  the  protedlion  he  received,  which  protection 
was  commenfurate  with  his  property,  was  confulted  and  z&cd  upon 
in  this  bill.      In  his  mind  the  criterion  was  extremely  falfe  and  er- 
roneous.     In  one  cafe  it  would  be  a  tax,  as  it  profefled  to  be,  upon 
income ;  in  another,  it  would  be  a  tax  upon  capital.     A  temporary 
tax  upon  income  mud  in  its  nature  be,  in  many  infiances,  a  tax 
upon  capital.  The  prefent  tax  was  faid  to  be  for  three  years.  Thus, 
then,  a  perfon  poflcfied  of  i,oool.  t  year,  and  expending  the  whole 
of  it,  cannot,  faid  his  Grace,  without  confidcrable  inconvenience  to 
himfelf,  abridge  his  expenditure  to  900I.  ^  whereas,  by  taking  from 
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his  capital  lool.,  he  will  diminiQi  fus  income  bat  5I*  a  yev  far 
tach  year,  and  with  compantivdy  a  trifling  inoonvenicnQe,  he  will 
be  thus  enabled  to  pay  his  tax.  Perfons^  on  the  other  hanil,  who 
poflefs  greater  incomes  than  they  annually  expend,  convert  thdr  fur* 
plus  into  capital.  .In  both  cafes,  therefore,  the  tax,  in  truth,  talm 
from  their  capital,  ^nd  not  from  their  income.  Yet  poflefling  this 
clear  chara6ler  of  being,  in  mod  inftances,  a  tax  upon  capital,  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  (hew  how  unequal  it  would  be  in  its  open- 
tion  ;  for  if  the  annuitant  is  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  bis  capital, 
you  take  from  him  a  fiftieth  part  of  his  pioperty,  as  the  avenge 
value  of  exifting  annuities  cannot  be  faid  to  be  more  than  five  yean 
purchafe.  You  take  from  the  ftockholder  little  more  than  a  two^hun- 
dredth  part,  and  from  the  land^owner  only  a  three-hundredth  part. 
This  may  be  fufficient  to  (hew  its  inequality ;  but,  perhaps,  it  will  bo 
more  clearly  illuArated  in  the  fituation  of  a  per(bn  having  property 
In  the  (hort  annuities,  compared  with  that  of  another  who  has  in- 
vef^ed  the  fame  fum  in  the  3  per  cents. 

Two  perfons  have  invefted  the  fame  fum  in  the  fame  fecurity, 
that  is,  in  the  public  funds,  and  confequently  with  the  faith  0^ 
Government  equally  pledged  to  them.  The  one  receives  an  in- 
come for  his  money  of  aool.  a  year ;  the  other  receives  about  75]. ; 
yet  relatively  both  thefe  perfons  receive  the  fame  value  for  their 
money  according  to  the  funds  they  have  chofen ;  for,  in  the  one 
cafe,  the  public  repay,  as  it  were,  the  principal,  together  vrith  in- 
tereft  upon  it,  by  infialments,  becaufc  in  nine  years  the  whole  is  to 
terminate  :  whereas,  in  the  other  cafe,  the  public  pay  only  the  in- 
tered,  becaufe  the  annuity  is  perpetual.  Now  the  pipportion,  oon* 
tinued  the  noble  Duke,  is  juft,  becaufe  the  perfon  poflefiTed  of  the 
ihort  annuity,  may,  by  invefting  all  the  furplus  above  75I.  in  fiock, 
re-create  his  principal  by  the  time  that  the  annuity  expires.  It  is 
manifeft,  therefore,  that  all  which  he  receives  above  75!.  a  year  is 
part  of  his  capital  repaid  him,  and  cannot  be  confidered  as  income. 
Yet  upon  his  200I.  a  year  he  is  to  pay  20I.  a  year  to  this  tax, 
while  the  other  is  to  pay  a  little  more  than  one  pound.  In  this 
view  it  is  impolTible  to  reconcile  it  with  the  principles  of  equity,  and 
innumerable  cafes  mig^t  be  quoted  in  which  the  hardfbip  of  the  tax 
would  be  felt  in  the  fame  unequal  way. 

|f  the  tax  (hould  endure  fo  long  as  to  make  it  inconvenient  for 
a  perfon  to  di(charge  it  by  difpofing  of  a  part  of  his  capital,  then  in 
its  efle£l,  it  will  have  all  the  confequences  of  a  permanent  tax ;  in 
which  cafe  it  will  not  only  prove  more  injurious  to  individuals,  but 
to  the  general  welfare  of  the  State  ;  for  there  is  a  moft  elTential 
diiUndtion  between  taking  a  fum  from  the  public  upon  articles  as 
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fibcj  9tt  QotAmoi^  wd  taking  a  fum  fkmi  dio  moni  by  wlicb  prcv 
duee  U  to  ke  obtainecL  The  kttnr  flnkflt  divcdlf'at  ths  vita)  ptiii* 
ciple  of  all  national  proTpcriljr,  foe  it  opeiaiteaas  a  chcok  opon  iflfK 
pvovcmcntk  At  a  time  whftn  ev«xy  writer  upon  ptfUtical  coonomy 
-p«every  pcafiilioiier  in  iMiltaadryf  it  of  opbikin^  liiat  ticbe  opeiatea 
aaa  general  cbeck  to  tba advanoeneni of  agpikuknivy  and  the  meli- 
oration of  the  ooiintcy,  yon  are  about,  my  Lordt^  to  adopt  a  mea^ 
fuve  vhicb  will  efiabUfll  a  aewtilfae  over  the  whole  UogikifO ;  and 
that  which  in  its  paitial  opennion  is  deeosed  to  be  fi>  ii^mious,  yott 
aic  about  to  geasralize  and  caiKiid  to  all  the  am  and  manuiiidures 
as  w<eU  as  to  add  it  ta  thi>  exiAing  titbc  upon  agricokom.  No^ 
when  it  is  agreed  i^on  all  haada  that  the  iith%whach  is  derived 
horn  annual  profifis^  ought  to  be  eon  verted  into  principsd,  if  it  could 
be  done  without  aff^fiing  the  inlerefls  o£  thofe  who  derive  fhdr  in** 
come  fiom  it»  you  ate  about  to  eftabKfli  a  mote  enlarged  tytbc>  and 
that  in  the  heavieft  way  ;  ftr  it  not  only  piopofea  to  taks  a  tench 
of  every  ffian'»  induiky,  bat  in  many  cafes  a  tenth  of  the  capitat 
neocffary  to  be  employed  in  order  to  make  that  induflvy  p^ddn Aive, 
In  the  nuxed  and  uncertain  tendency  of  the  tan,  the  moft  Ariking 
inequalities  would  impede  even  its  fuccefs  as  a  meafiireof  finance, 
whereas,  if  it  had  been*  direAed  at  capital,  it  would  have  been  lefs 
complicated,  and  lefs  unequal.  It  is  a  pretty  general  opinion  that 
capital  cannot  be  got  at  nor  aTccrtuned ;  but  if  the  -principle  be  oneo 
admitted,  that  ca|HtaI  or  property  is  to  be  chaiged  in  propiyikii  fo 
the  protedlion  it  derives  from  the  Government,  furely  it  may  be 
difcovered.  I  do  not  feel  it  to  be  my  doty,  continued  the  noble 
Duke,  becaufe  I  ftate  my  objedions  to  one  tax,  or  to  one  mode  of 
taxation,  that  I  fliould  fuggeft  another  in  its  ftead  ;  but  yet  i  think 
that  a  tax  mi^  be  found  equal  to  the  exigency  of  the  moment,  and 
not  liable  to  any  of  the  obje^ions  which  are  juftly  advanced  apinft 
this  bill — I  mean  a  tax  upon  fucceffions,  not  merely  collateral,  but 
lineal.  This  is  not  my  idea,  but  is  the  fbggeftion  of  a  noble 
friend  of  mine,  whofe  abilities  this  Houfe  has  often  had  oecafion  to 
wicnefs,  particularly  on  points  of  finance  (the  Earl  of  Lauderdale). 
It  will  be  needleft  now  tb  enter  into  the  details,  as  I  hope  that  my 
noble  friend  will  digeft  and  give  to  the  public  his  ideas  on  the  fub- 
jcd.  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  it. 
I  fpeak  more  conBdently  on  the  fubjed,  becaufe  I  can  claim  na 
merit  from  having  thrown  it  out ;  and  yet,  if  it  fliould  be  found 
to  be  inq»ra£li«?afa^.e,  I  muft  incur  fome  blame  for  having  men« 
tioned  it. 

Having  ftatcd.'my  objeSions  to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  Iconic 
fifxt^  my  Lords,  to  its  particular  provilions.     The  profeiTed  objeA 
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of  the  bill  b  to  take  a  tenth  of  that  income  of  which  every  perfon  is 
^pofleiTed  ;  but,  in  many  inftances,  it  will  optnte  in  a  far  greater 
prG|)ortton,  and»  in  my  opinion,  it  is  highly  unjuft  and  impolitic 
that  it  (hould  take  even  the  tenth  in  a  variety  of  cafes.  I  have  no 
heiitation  in  faying,  that  the  profits  deriv^  from  the  pra£lice  of 
fdence,  ought  in  no  cafe  to  be  taxed.  It  (hould  be  the  policy  of 
every  ftate  to  cherilh,  cultivate,  and  proteA  the  arts,  and  to  give 
fuch  encouragement  to  profeflional  men  of  every  defcrrption,  as 
iboold  engage  their  fettlement  in  the  country  ;  and  therefore,  it  is 
npt  until  their  profits  (hall  be  turned  into  capital,  that  they  ought 
to  be  made  the  objeAs  of  taxation,  beyond  the  articles  of  mere  con- 
fumptbn  incident  m  all  the  community.  Then  they  may  be  tfie 
fubje£t  of  taxation,  inafmuch  a»  that  capital  ii  protected.  But  lay* 
ing  general  principles  afide,  I  contend,  that  l^  the  prefent  bill,  a 
greater  proportion,  or  more  than«a  tenth  in  many  inftances,  b  taken 
firom  them  ;  and  if  I  recur  to  the  Afleffed-tax  A&  for  laft  year,  I 
find  there  enough  to  warrant  me  in  this  affertion.  When  that  bill 
puffed  laft  year,  there  were  introduced  into  it  in  the  courfe  of  its 
progrefs  through  the  other  Houfe,  a  variety  of  exceptions  calculated 
to  relieve  particular  claflfes  of  men,  and  to  make  allowances  in  their 
favour,  to  which  they  were  well  entitled  in  reafon  and  in  juftice,  but 
no  fuch  exceptions  are  made  for  them  in  the  prefent  bill.  Why 
they  (hould  not  have  occurred  to  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  the 
framing  of  the  bill  now,  or  why  they  have  not  been  attended  to,  I 
am  at  a  lofs  to  imagine.  I  mean  allowances  in  favour  of  pro* 
feifional  men,  whofe  income  cannot  be  confidercd  as  a  clear  profit, 
a  large  portion  of  it  being  nece(rarily  expended,  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  exercife  their  profeiTion.  A  medical  man,  for  inihince ; 
can  any  noble  Lord  imagine  that  the  whole  income  of  a  medical 
man  is  clear  gain  ?  Much  the  contrar)' ;  every  man  knows  that  a 
phyfician  who  goes  in  his  caniage  to  vifit  his  patients,  will  have  more 
bufinefs  than  a  phyfician  who  walks  on  ibot.  His  carriage  and  his 
horfes,  therefore,  are  to  be  confidered  as  implements  of  his  bufinefs, 
and  ought  to  be  allowed  for  as  they  were  in  the  former  bill.  Other 
prore(rional  men  ought  to  have  been  in  like  manner  confidered.  Did 
not  ev^ry  man  know  that  it  cofi  a  lawyer  a  confiderable  fum  yearly 
to  enable  him  to  purfue  his  profefTion ;  and  it  was*  the  fame  with  va- 
rious other  defcriptions  of  perfons  employed  in  fcientific  purfuits. 

His  Grace  then  came  to  an  argument  which,  he  faid,  he  atmofi 
hefitated  to  fiatc,  becaufe  he  was  aware  of  the  obloquy  which  was 
too  frequently  thrown  upon  perfons  who  might  be  fuppofcd  to  ftate 
tcafe  that  in  any  way  aflfed^cd  thcmfclves  ;  yet,  however,  he  muft 
infcur  the  hazard  of  this  obloquy  in  the  difchargc  of  his  duty.     He* 
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alluded  to  the  fituation  of  land  owners  under  the  operation  of  this 
bill.'  It  was  obvious  that  every  pcrfon  poflefied  of  eftatcs  muft  in- 
cur the  expence  of  agents  in  order  to  manage  thofe  eftates,  to  collet 
their  rents,  and  to  fuperintend  and  infped  them.  No  allowance 
was  made  for  their  expences,  and  yet  the  fums  thus  paid  in  falaries 
would  again  come  to  be  aflcffcd  and  paid  to  the  tax  by  the  agents 
themfelves ;  for  though  in  many  inftances  land-ownets  did  not  give 
ialaries  fufficient  to  being  their  agents  within  the  full  charges  of  the 
provifions  of  the  bill^  yet  in  no  cafe  perhaps  was  an  agent  for  an 
eftate  employed  wbofe^hole  income  did  not  amount  to  aool.  a  year. 
Here  then  was  an  inftance  in  which  the  amount  of  the  fums  thus 
paid  to  agents  would  be  taxed  twice— ^^firfty  by  the  land-owner,  who 
was  not  allowed  to  dedu<St  it  from  his  income  ;  and,  fecondly,  by 
the  agent  who  received  ir.  If>  again,  the  falary  given  to  an  agent 
were  but  a  juft  remuneration  for  hisfervices,  his  employer  muftdtf- 
charge  the  tax  for  him,  and  confequently  muft  pay  20  per  cent,  on 
that  part  of  his  income.  The  next  ground  of  inequality  was,  that 
he  found  it  ellablifhed  in  many  inRances  that  income  was  not  to  be 
afcertained  exactly  by  what  a  perfon  received  in  the  year  preceding, 
but  by  an  average  of  three,  five,  or  more  years,  according  to  the  par- 
ticular circumftances  of  the  cafe.  A  trader  was  to  decide  for  him- 
felf.  This  option  was  dearly  given  to  him  as  an  advantage,  and 
meant  to  operate  as  an  alleviation  from  the  too  great  preiTure  of  the 
tax.  This  was  clearly  the  ground  of  the  option  given,  and  upon 
no  other  principle,  he  conceived,  could  it  be  reforted  to  ;  why  not 
then  make  the  provilion  general  ?  The  principle  of  the  bill  was 
to  take  from  each  man  a  tenth,  and  no  more,  of  that  which  he  has 
to  difpofe  of.  He  found,  however,  that  in  the  cafe  of  land-owners, 
and  of  the  occupiers  of  land,  that  it  was  left  in  the  power  of  the 
commiflioners  to  decide  on.  the  manner  in  which  this  ihall  be  com- 
puted. It  would  not  be  difficult  to  (hew  that  this  provifion  muft 
be  exceedingly  injurious  to  the  interefis  of  land-owners^  and  to  the 
occupiers  of  land,  as  in  many  inftances  they  would  be  obliged  to  pay 
afar  greater  proportion  than  one  tenth*  In  the  cafe  of  income  ari- 
iing  from  woods,  fines,  &c.  it  frequently  happened  that  a  much 
larger  fum  than  ordinary  was  received  in  one  year.  The  money  fo 
acquired  was  either  expended  at  the  time,  and  therefore  ought  not  to 
be  taxable  now,  or,  which  was  a  ftrong^r  cafe,  it  might  be  converted 
into  capital,  and  the  profits  arifing  from  it  were  now  to  come  an- 
nually under  the  charge  of  this  bill.  Or.fupix)fc,  which  alfo  fre« 
quently  happenedi  that  the  fum  thus  received  was  laid  out  in  the 
improvement  of  the  lands,  then  the  increafed  rental  was  fubjed  to 
this  taX;  ,whilQj)y  the  difgretion  thus  given  to  the  commiflioners, 
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tbey  could  go  btck,  uH  tix  the  principftl  fuili  itUf.  Thfef  ^ 
noUe  Duke  faid,  was  dearly  and  nnntfaftly  vijaft. 

And  now,  he  faid»  that  he  was  upon  avengesy  he  woqM  rtmA 
on  an  extraordinary  elaufe  in  the  bill,  whidi  iays—- that  no  peifbii 
ihall  deduct  from  income  the  whole  of  what  he  had  expended  in 
repairs  either  of  his  houTe,  or  of  utenfis  employed  in  trade  the  year 
preceding,  but  his  expenditure  muft  be  taken  on  an  avenge  of  the 
three  years  preceding.  Any  perfon  who  knew  how  hottfes  were  let 
in  London,  muft  be  aware  that  beiidea  the  oomitx)n  ordinary  ahd 
trifling  repairs^  once  in  fourteen  years,  or  in  twenty-one  years,  or  at 
the  period  of  the  renewal  of  his  leafe,  the  tenant  was  obliged  to  ex- 
pend a  confiderable  fum  in  the  repairing  or  refittii^ ,  under  cove- 
aants  with  his- landlord.  By  the  prefent  bill  a  perfon  poflefled  of 
Sool.  a  year,  will,  if  he  happens  to  have  expended^  faid  his  Grace, 
6ool.  on  his  houfe,  two  years  preceding  the  paffing  of  this  t€tf  be 
allowed  a  dedudion  of  c^ool.  for  repairs,  and  confequently  wiQ  be 
taxed  only  upon  600I.  But  if  he  has  expended  the  600L  in  rtr 
fairs  one  year  before  the  paffing  of  this  bill,  he  will  be  allowed 
apol.  a  year,  for  the  two  firft  years  of  the  operation  of  the  UU. 
And  if  he  (hall  expend  the  60 el.  in  the  afiual  year  orthe  paffing 
of  the  a£t,  and  that  the  aA  (hall  laft  diree  years,  he  will  be  allowed 
by  the  bill  to  dedu6l  for  the  whole  of  the  600L  at  the  rate  of  20ol» 
a  year,  which  he  ought  in  truth  to  be,  for  his  income  the  firft  year 
will  be  tmly  200L  having  laid  out  the  60 ol.  in  repairs.  The  cafe 
'Will  be  very  different  with  the  man  who  lays  out  600I.  in  repairs 
the  year  before  this  a6l  expires ;  he,  though  his  income  will  be  only 
{tool,  will  be  taxed  upon  600I.,  a  thing  which  is  very  unequal. 

Another  ca(e  in  which  land-owners  will  have  to  pay  more  than 
a  tenth)  is  from  the  neceffary  expence  of  repairs.  By  the  bill  a 
fixed  fum  is  aUowcd,  and  in  many  indances  the  allowance  is  ccr- 
tatnly  fiifficient ;  but  in  others,  it  will  not.  Landlords  often  con- 
ttaft  with  their  tenants  upon  renewal  of  leafes,  to  expend  large  fums 
of  money  either  in  repairs,  or  the  ereAion  of  new  buildings  in  the 
throe,  four  or  five  firft  years  of  the  leafe,  and  they  derive  increafed 
rents  from  the  fums  thus  laid  ont.  You  now  tax  them  on  thofe 
increafed  rents,  without  allowing  them  for  the  fums  expended  by 
which  tbey  were  obtained.  In  many  countries  landlords  contradt 
with  (heir  tenants  to  make  them  an  alkMU'ance  in  proportion  to  the 
fums  expended  in  manuring  and  improving  the  foil ;  yet  no  deduc- 
tion is  allowed;  and  here,  inftead  of  a  loth,  you  take  perhaps  a 
5th.  The  noble  Duke  ftatcd  a  variety  of  other  cafes  to  illuftrate 
his  pofition,  and  concluded  this  part  of  his  fubje61  wiA  frying,  that 
in   many   of   thefe   xnflanees,  unlefs  tlie    landlord^  (hould   take 
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dpon  httnfelf  the  paying  of  the  tax,  the  farm  would  certainly  be 
thrown  up. 

He  came  now,  he  faid,  to  a  more  material »  and  indeed  to  the 
tnoft  material  objedion.^  The  landlords  might  be  mined,  yv'ithouc 
perhaps  involving  the  country  ih  their  fall ;  but,  my  Lords,  faid  his 
Grace,  if  you  ruin  the  farmers,  you  ruin  the  nation.  Every  thing 
depends  upon  them.  I  confider  them  as  peculiarly  oppreHed  by 
this  meafure,  and  it  will  be  found  that  you  mu(t  give  them  an  alle- 
viation of  the  burdens  you  impofe,  or  you  will  deflroy  them.  Mer-, 
chants  and  traders  are  charged  one-tenth  on  the  clear  amount  of 
their  profits.  They  have  the  option  of  calculating  thofe  profits 
either  on  an  average  of  three  years,  or  of  taking  them  on  the  amount 
ofthelaft.  They  are  forced  to  rib'difclofure  ;  but  farmers  are 
obliged  to  render  ah  account  of  the  exa£t  rents  they  pay,  and  upon 
thofe  rents  the  tax  is  laid  ;  and  even  here  you  alTume  a  difcretion 
Which  is  moft  injurious  to  this  valuable  clals  of  the  community. 
Vou  fay  that  a  farmer  renting  under  300!.  a  ye^r,  (hall  pay  upon 
kt  leaft  one-half,  and  not  more  than  two  thirds  of  his  rack  rent,  a 
tax  of  ten  percent.  A  farmer  renting  above  300I.  a  year  (hall 
pay  upon  three-fifths,  and  not  more  than  three- fourths,  the  fan^*^ 
tix  of  ten  per  cent.  Here  you  make  no  allowance  for  extraordinary 
lofles  :  tior  do  you  give  him  the  option  of  an  average,  by  which  he 
may  cover  one  year  with  another,  though  nothing  is  fo  variable  as 
the  income  of  a  farmer.  But  you  fay  that  the  profits  are  fixed  fo 
low  that  it  can  be  no  hardship  to  him.  To  this  I  might  be  difpofed 
to  aflent,  though  in  fome  cafes  I  could  prove  it  to  be  injurious  and 
unfounded.  But  what  will  your  Lord(hips  fay  to  a  claufe  in  the 
body  of  the  bill,  which  evidently  takes  from  the  farmer  all  the  pro- 
tedlion  he  enjoys  from  the  moderation  of  this  charge  i  There  is 
a  claufe  empowering  the  commiflioners,  or  the  furveyor,  or  the  in- 
fpedor,  if  Co  any  of  them  it  (hall  appear  that  the  farmer  makes  a 
greater  profit  than  that  which  he  will  be  called  upon  by  the  above 
provifion  to  pay,  then  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  them  to  dired  the  far- 
mer to  give  in  an  account  of  his  gains  and  proBcs  ;  and  it  appears 
to  me  that  it  is  entirely  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  commiflioners 
whether  they  will  charge  him  upon  an  average  of  three  years,  or 
upon  thp  one  preceding  year.  At  all  events  he  is  to  pay  a  tenth  of 
hi^  profits,  be  they  what  they  may,  if,  by  (o  charging  him,  they  can 
take  more  than  by  the  proportion  of  his  rent.  You  firft  eftablith  a 
minimum  and  a  maximum^  but  depart  from  it  the  moment  that  a  fur- 
veyor or  infpedor  tnay  think  his  profits  exceed  the  maximum  ;  you 
lay  down  your  rule,  only  to  depart  from  it  whenever  it  (hall  fuit 
your  purpofe. 
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I  would  afk^  if  the  b;id  faith  of  fiirnnerris  proverbial )  if  he  has 
not  as  great  a  claim  to  be  truftcd  as  the  merchant  or  trader  t  1 
hope  and  believe  they  are  both  to  be  trufted ;  yet  to  the  one  you  giTc 
an  alleviation  which  to  the  other  you  re^fe.  I  need  hardly,  I  am 
fure,  detain  your  Lordihips  for  an  inftant  in  detailing  cafes  to  (bew 
the  hardfhip  which  this  mode  of  taxing  the  farmer  wilt  bring  on  the 
mod  (kilful  and  the  mod  indudrious.  A  grazier  mud  neceflarilyy 
in  the  common  coi^rfe  of  feafbns  and  of  markets,  have  now  and 
then  a  lo(ing  year  ;  which  cither  follows  a  year  of  gain,  or  is  fol- 
lowed by  one  fufficient  to  make  up  his  lofs.  By  this  bill  you  charge 
him  upon  the  year  he  lofes,  no  matter  what  his  lob  may  be,  in  pro- 
portion to  his  rent  \  and  in  the  year  he  gains,  juft  fufficient  to  make 
up  bis  lo(s,  you  charge  him  upon  the  whole  of  his  pro6ts,  in  that  par- 
ticular year,  without  making  any  allowance  for  his  bad  year.  Can 
you  call  this  juft  or  equitable  ?  Is  this  protedion  to  the  farmer? 
And*  this  does  not  hold  good  of  the  grazier  t)nly,  but  is  in  fa6t  ap- 
plicable to  all  the  varieties  of  farmings  Every  perTon  who  is  con- 
verfant  with  the  bcft  manner  of  managing  a  tillage  farm,  knows 
that  a  man  entering  upon  a  Icafe  for  twenty-one  years,  endeavours 
to  expend  the  whole  of  the  capital  he  means  to  cmplov  in  the  buii- 
ncfs  in  improvements  in  the  firft  years  of  that  leafe— he  i^  content 
himfelf  with  a  mere  fubiidence,  lintil  he  fhall  have  brought  his  fann 
into  heart ;  and  he  docs  not  look  for,  nor  expcd  his  returns,  until 
he  has  done  fo.  I  wifh  your  Lordfhips  to  confidg:  how  the  tax 
mud  operate  upon  him.  You  charge  him  at  the  beginning  of  his 
leafe  upon  a  rent  which  he  does  not  make  ;  but  the  moment  his 
profits  begin,  you  quit  his  rent,  and  take  from  him  a  tenth  of  his 
profits,  whatever  they  may  be.  Thefe  profits  are  clearly,  to  a  con- 
fiderable  degree,  the  return  of  a  part  of  his  capital  ;  and  herc,*thoe- 
fore,,  you  not  only  charge  him  upon  the  profits  derived  from  his 
capital  and  his  indudry,  but  a  part  of  his  capital  itfetf.  I  could 
illudrate  the  evil  tendency  of  this  provifion  by  a  variety  of  other  in* 
dances  equally  driking  ;  but  I  am  fure  that  from  your  own  local 
knowledge,  they  mud  occur  to  your  Lordihips. 

On  thefe  grounds,  his  Grace  faid,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  re- 
mondrate  againd  the  prefcnt  meafure ;  he  thought  it  injurious,  im- 
politic, and  unjud — injurious,  inafmuch  as  it  not  only  deviated 
from  that  principle,  which  alone  ought  to  govern  dates  in  their  fyf- 
tem  of  taxation,  particularly  when  tliey  were  obliged  to  reibrt  to 
forced  contributions— namely,  that  of  taking  from  each  individual^ 
in  proportion  as  he  had  property  proteded  by  that  date-^but  that 
it  went  to  edabliih  over  the  whole  kingdom,  that  whkh  in  its  now 
partial  operation  was  deemed  mod  injurious  to  the  profperit}*  of  the 
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nation^  namely,  the  taking  a  tythe  from  the  profits  of  a  man,  with- 
out contributing  either  to  the  exertions  or  expcnce  ncccflary  to  pro- 
duce thofe  profits  :  impolitic,  from  its  being  a  continued  fource  of 
vexation,  and  by  harafing  the  people,  likely  to  make  them  difcon* 
tented  with  their  Government :  unjuft,  becaufe,  pretending^  as  it 
does,  to  take  a  tenth  of  that  which  each  individual  has  annually  to 
difpofe  of,  in  many  in(hnces  it  takes  a  far  greater  proportion.    Per- 
Ions  deriving  their  income   from  profeflions  are  not  allowed  the 
drawbacks  they  are  entitled  to ;  the  land-owners,  in  feveral  in- 
ftances,  will  have  to  pay  twenty  per  cent,  and  the  farmers,  as  he 
before  ftated,  were  fiiamcfuUy  opprefTcd  in  comparifon  with  the 
merchants  and  traders.     He  was  aware,  from  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  aigued  the  queflion,  he  might  by  ibme  be  fuppofed  to  have 
been  pleading  the  caufe  of  the  land-owners,  but  it  muil  be  recol- 
leAed  that  he  had  argued  their  cafe  only  on  the  principle  laid  down 
in  the  ptearoble  of  the  bill,  namely,  the  taking  from  every  one  an 
aat&  tenth  of  that  which  he  had  annually  to  difpofe  of ;  whereas, 
if  his  plan  were  adopted,  vix.  that  of  taking  an  cgual  proportion  of 
every  ^man*s    property,    then  it   would  fall  more   heavily,  as  it 
ought,  on  the  land-owners.     Thefe  were  the  perfons  who  derived 
the  greateft  benefit  from  the  protedion  afforded  by  the  State  ;  they 
were,  in  delpite  of  themfelves,  fixed  to  the  country,  and  they  ought 
to  pay  accordiif  ly.     He  concluded  by  faying,  that  he  had  fo  far 
ftated  his  objeAions,  not  with  a  view  of  debating  the  queAion,  or  of 
oppofing  the  meafure,  for  be  had,  ir>  the  courfe  of  the  laft  five  years, 
often  debated  many  queffions'^  without,  in  his  opinion,  any  gpod 
having  refulted  from  it.     He  had,  within  the  fame  pc;riod,  often 
oppofed  afis  of  the  MiniAers,  which  he  had  conceived  to  be  highly 
injurious  to  the  welfare  of  the  nation  ;  he  had  alfo  propofed  many 
meafures  of  importance,  as  he  believed,  to  the  happinefs  of  the 
country,  but  he  did  not  flatter  himfelf  that  it  had  produced  even  the 
flighteft  advantage-     He  might  be  afked  then,  why  had  he  troubled 
the  Hoiife  with  his  opinion  on  this  occafion  ?  it  was  from  per- 
ceiving a  daufe  in    the  bill;  empowering  the  Lcgiilature   to  alter 
or  amend  the  a  A  in  the  prcfent  feffion  ;  from  feeling  convinced 
that  the  firamers  of  the  prefent  bill  muA  avail  themfelves  of  that 
privilege,  and  bring  in  an  a£t  to  amend  and  explain  it :  in  that 
cafe  his  remarks  might  poflibly  be  of  ufe.     If  they  were  trivial, 
they  would,  of  coujfc,  fall  to  the  ground  ;  but  if  any  of  them  wert 
(bunded,  then,  as  he  muft  in  fairnefs  fuppofe,  that  cither  they  had 
not  occurred,  or  that  they  muft  have  been  overlooked  in  the  hurry 
of  pafling  the  bill,  he  might,  perhaps,  be  juftified  in  entertaining  a 
iaint  hope  U^at  though  they  might  not  affcdl  the  dccifion  of  the  quef- 
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don  that  night,  they  might  hereafter  be  found  ufeful  ii)  removing 
the  imperfedions  under  which  the  bill  laboured  ip  its  prefent 
(hape. 

His  Grace  then  faid^  he  had  nothihgmore  to  add  than  hi$  thanks 
to  their  Lordfliips  for  the  indulgence  they  had  (hewn  bim« 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  left  the  woolfack,    not,  he 
faidy  to  follow  the  noble  Duke  through  all  t^e  detail  of  the  bill  ttat 
he  had  gone  into,  becaufe  the  difcufTion  of  the  particular  claufes  of 
the  bill  could  only  have  been  of  ufe  or  advantage  in  that  (Isige  of  the 
billy  that  the  Houfe  had  pafled,  viz.  when  the  bill  was  in  a  Com* 
niittec,  and  when  alterations  might  have  been  mad^^  if  the  fagged 
tions  of  the  noble  Duke  had  impreflcd  (he  Coinniittee  fufiicitntly 
to  have  induced  them  to  think  them  as  important  and  as  neceffarv  to 
be  attended  to,  as  the  noble  Duke  appeared  to  have  thoMght  theau 
He  rofe  merely  to  take  fome  notice  o(  thof(;  general  aflertiox^  ef  the 
noble  Duke,  in  which  he  placed  fu  much  confidence.     Th/s  preiitnl 
bill  was  profeflcdiy  a  bill  which  had  fi»r  its  obje^  the  taxation  o£ 
income  ;  and  the  noble  Duke  had  fald,  it  embraced  two  inportanl 
prihciplesy  the  one,  the  principle  of  raifinga  confiderable  pan  of  the 
fupplies  of  the  year  within  the  year  v-  the  other,  t^e  principle  of  cf* 
feding  that  meafure  .by  the  means*  of  a  ta^^  on  income.     la  lb 
dating  them  the  noble  Duke  had  defcribcd  the  two  principles   cor- 
re(5^1y  and  accurately.     With  regard  to  th^  firil,  the  noble  Duk^ 
does  not  appear  to  have  completely  made  up  his  mind;  but  be 
termed  it  a  mere  fpeculativc  queflion,  and  a  mere  fpeculative  quef- 
tion  it  was,  inafmuch,  as  it  was  new  in  the  pradtice  of  finance  \ 
but  although  former  financiers  had  not  taken  fuch  bold  and  compce- 
henfive  views  of  the  poflibility  of  fuccefsfuHy  enforcing  a»eafures  of 
finance  of  a  far  greater  extent,  and  upon  a  more  enlarged  fcale»  than 
had  ever  hitherto  been  attempted,  or  as  thefe  of  the  meafure  pro- 
pofed  by  the  bill,  it  did  not  follow  that  the  meafure  now  under  con- 
.iideratibn   was   not  likely  to  be  eminently  fuccefsful^  and  It  was 
agreed  on  all  hands,  that  for  a  variety  of  great  and  important  oonfi- 
derations,  which  had  been  ably  di  feu  (Ted  by  a  noble  friend  of  hts  io 
the  courfe  of  the  debate,  if  a  large  portion  of  the  fupplies  of  the  year 
could  be  raifed  within  the  year,  it  was  moft  defirable  to  carry  thai 
principle  into  tffcB,     It  ought,  however,  to  be  rccolledled  that  the 
right  honourable  gcotleman,  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, who  had  propofed  the  bill,  was  the  very  perfon  who  had  ad- 
vifed  and  efletStually  fupporrcd  tlie  plan  of  annually  fctting  a  part  of 
the  fupplies  of  the  year  afide  for  the  ufeful  purpofe  of  applying  it 
to  the  reduiStion  of  the  national  debt — a  plan  which  had  now  been 
^for  fome  years  continued,  and  from  which  the  public  had  derived. 
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and  ftill  continued  to  derive^  advantage)  (o  esittnkif  and  cbno^ 
importam  that  tl^ciHintry  could  not  alreadjr  have  fcrgotten  the  gta- 
titude  that  was  diK  to  the  man  whofe  foperior  £sigacicy  and  genius 
had  pruuipced  him  to  fuggcft  and  catTjf  into  execution  a  de(ign  ib 
pobleand  fo  ufetul.     |t  was  reatonabk,  thefefbiCi  to  infinr  that  the 
prcfem  oieafufc  of  raifing  a  tax  amounting  to  ten  miUions  upon  in* 
9omc»  would  be  found  pradicabtci  and  woald  anfwer  the  end  pro* 
pofcd.     The  noble  Ouke  indeed  hat  told  the  Houfe  that  a  tax  on 
eapiul  diredly  would  be  far  preferable,  to  which  it  it  a  foiBcienC 
'suifwer  to  ftate,  not  the  difficulty  merely,  but  the  abfblnte  impoffibi* 
lity   of  afcertaining  whur  the  capital  of  individuals  refjpedivel|f 
amounts  to.     The  noble  Duke  has  laid  great  ftrefe  upon  what  he 
is  pleafed  to  term  the  inequalities  of  the  hi)),  but  moft  of  his  argu- 
inentB  on  that  head  feem  to  have  arifen  from  not  having  kept  the 
^eal  objed  of  the  bDl,  viz.  to  raife  a  tax  from  income,  dtftind  and 
0ear  from  confideraiions  that  apply  folely  to  a  tax  on  capital.     No 
perlbn  ever  pretended  that  in  the  operations  of  a  meafure  of  the 
inag^tude  of  that  which  the  bill  propofiss,  it  can  be  wholly  free  from 
the  imputation  of  feme  inequalities.     All  large  taxes  muft  be  liable 
to  fuch  imputations  more  or  lefs,  but  as  much  attention  has  been 
paid  to  avoid  that  efied,  as  ever  was  paid  to  any  meafure  of  finanee. 
The  noble  Duke  has  inlifted  on  the  hardihip  of  taking  ten  per 
cent,  from  the  incomes  of  men  of  but  moderate  income  ;  a  matter 
that  called'  to  his  mind  a  h(\  that  had  been  told  him  by  a  noble 
friend  of  his,   who  would  have  related  it  with  much  better  effeSt 
himfelf,  if  he  could  have  prevailed  upon  himfelf  to  furmount  the 
embarraflment  he  always  feels  in  addrefling  this  Houfe.     That 
noble  perfon  had  a  converfation  with  a  tradefman  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  bill,  who  faid  his  income  might,  he  believed,  amount  to  300!. 
a  year,  and  he  declared  he  thought  it  baj^d  to  have  to  pa/ thirty 
pounds  out  of  it  for  this  tax.     The  tradefman  was  a  barber  and 
hair-drcfler,  and  upon  a  Httle  reflection  upon  the  tax  faid, — *'  But 
perhaps  if  I  did  not  pay  the  thirty  pounds,  fo  many  of  my  prefent 
cuftomcrs  would  not  have  their  heads  upon  their  (houldcrs  for  me 
to  (have  and  "drcfs."     That  was,  his  Lordflirp  faid,  the  true  de- 
fence of  the  bill ;  for  let  a  man's  income  be  what  it  may,  little  or 
large,  he  mud  pay  for  its  prottdiion,  .or  it  will  be  ftill  lefs,  and 
perhaps  be  loit  entirely.     The  noble  Duke  had  told  the  Heufethat 
fomcbody  or  other  had  projected  a  tax  that  would  anfwer  the  favBC- 
end  as  the  prefent  bill,  and  be.  lefs  felt,  viz.  a  tax  on  all  fucceffions: 
but  furcly  a  very  little  refledlion  would  iervc  to  (hew  that  fuch  a 
tax  mult  be  in  its  individual  inftances  fo  enormous  as  to  be  ruinous 
to  the  IM  de;^rce.     Hitherto  taxes  on  articles  of  conlumption  had 


574  PARLIAMENTARY  [toUDS- 

been  kle&td  by  Minifters  ;  and  it  was  evident  they  were  wife  in 
fo  doing,  as  the  learned  and  ingenious  author  who  wrote  on  the  tax 
on  collateral  fucceiTionsi  that  had  been  in  agitation  fome  few  jcars 
fincei  had  proved  in  his  books.  Imports  and  exports  might  poffi* 
bly  befdeded  ;  but  it  could  only  be  for  a  (ingle  year,  as  the  pub- 
lie  could  not  ftand  the  unexpeAed  demand  of  fo  large  a  fum  as 
muft  be  made  on  exports  and  imports  to  nife  the  ncceflfary  nnoney 
more  than  once.  With  regaid  to  tythes,  about  the  abolition  of 
which  the  noble  Duke  had  faid  there  were  but  two  opinions,  as  all 
men  were  agreed  tha^ttf  a  fit  fubflitute  could  be  found  to  be  given  to 
the  clergy  in  lieu  of  tythes,  he  begged  leave  utterly  to  deny  that 
aflfertion  ;  there  was  perhaps  no  one  queffion  upon  which  fucb  a 
variety  of  opinions  prevailed*  Nor  was  it  the  clergy  alone  who 
held  tytheSy  though  a  clergyman  was  always  invidioufly  mentioned 
when  tythes  were  touched  upon ;  mapy  of  the  laity  held  tythes, 
and  held  them  by  as  good  a  tenure  as  the  freeholder  held  his  e(hte. 
His  Lordfliip  added  a  variety  of  farther  obfervations,  all  tending  to 
refcue  the  bill  from  the  charges  urged  againft  it  by  the  ndblc 
Duke* 

The  queftion  was  put,  and  the  contents  had  it  without  a  divt- 
fioq.     The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  palTcd, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuefdayj  January  8. 

At.  four  o^bck  there  riot  being  a  fufficicnt  number  of  Members 
pfefent  toconfiitute  a  Houfe^  an  adjournment  took  place  of  courfe. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

JVedneJdayy  January  9. 

^  The  Volunteer  Exemption  Bill,  the  HabcaS- corpus  Sufpcnfion 
Bill,  the  Newfoundland  Judicature  Bill,  the  Income-duty  Bill, 
and  nine  Naturalization  Bills,  received  the  royal  aflfcnt  by  com- 
miffion. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  to  the  2  2d  inftanr. 
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PROTEST  againjt  the  bill  enabling  His  Majejlj  to  arreft  mi  detain 
peffms  fufpeSfed  cfcmfpiring  againji  his  per/on  and  government. 

<*    DISSENTIENTi 

*'  I  ft,  Becaufe  the  exigence  of  a  coofpiracy,  of  an  extent  fo 
formidable,  and  of  a  nature  fo  complicated,  that  the  public  xUfclo- 
fures*  of  the  evidence  neceflary  to  the  conviflion  of  one  confpirator 
might  enable  his  accomplices  to  afcertain  the  information  of  Go* 
vemment,  and  to  elude  the  juftice  of  the  country,  can  alone  confti^ 
tute  a  neceffity  fuffident  to  judify  a  Peer  of  Parliament  in  aiTentinf 
to  any  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus. 

<'  adly,  Becaufe  no  meafures  have  been  taken  to  make  fuch  nd- 
ccflity  apparent. 

**  3dly,  Becaufe  if,  from  private  information,  or  from  the  gene* 
ral  circumftances  of  the  country^  the  Houfe  were  convinced  cha$ 
fuch  neccflity  did  adlually  exlft,  it  would,  nevert^elcfs,  be  more 
confonant  with  the  ufages,  and  lefs  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of 
'  Parliament,  to  produce  fubftantial  documents,  rather  than  the  fug«^ 
geftions  of  Minifters,  or  tlie  vague  fufpicions  of  individuals,  in  juf* 
tification  of  fo  extraordinary  a  mcafure. 

**  4thly,  Becaufe  the  alarms  of  Miniftcrs  are  always  to  be  xc^ 
ceived  with  roiftruft  by  the  Legiflature,  when  the  remedy  propofed 
is  an  extcnflon  of  their  power,  and  a  diminution  of  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjecl. 

"  Sthly,  Becaufe  tbcfe  principles  of  jcaloufy,  applicable  to  all 
times,  appear  to  me  to  be  peculiarly  fo  to  the  prefent,  when  a  fyftem 
of  Government  by  alarm  has  been  reforted  to  year  after  year,  and 
powers  fimilar  to  thofe  required  by  this  bill  been  obtained  on  the 
fcore  of  allegations  which  fubfequent  events  have  refuted  ;  a  me* 
morable  example  of  which  occurred  in  the  years  1794  and  1 795, 
when  a  number  of  peribns  detained  under  the  provifions  of  a  bill 
fimilar  to  this,  were  all  either  liberated  without  trial,  or  acquitted 
by  a  verdid  of  their  country* 

**  6thly,  Becapfe  the  danger  of  an  invafion  (the  pretence  for 
fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  laft  feflion)  exifis  no  longer.  And 
it  is  fubveriive  of  that  mutual  confidence  which-  (hould  fubfiA  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  governed,  to  requite  with  diftruft 
i.n  their  difpoiitions,  and  a  coruinual  fuipenlion  of  one  of  the  mofl 
eflential  fafeguards  of  their  liberty,  the  Bfl»£iions  of  the  people, 
mantfefted  in  their  lace  exertions  at  the  moment  of  alarm,  and  in 
the  chearfulnefs  with  which  ^ey  have  fubmitted  to  burdens  unpa- 
ralleled in  their  preiTure,  and  now  confefledly  unequal  in  their' 
operation.  '    ' 

(Signed)  .    ,    .  '   -HOLLAND/'    - 
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Wednefdayt  yanuary^.' 

A  tneflage  frotn  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  that  their  Lord- 
fttps  had  agreed  to  the  Income  Bill  without  any  amendment,  and 
to  the  bill  for  exempting  certain  pcrfons  fcrvihg  in  volunteer  corps 
from  being  balloted  m  the  miliriai  vvith  feveral  amendments,  to 
which  they  defired  the  concurrence  6f  the  Houfe. 

Thefc  amendments  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ABBOTT  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  ac- 
counts of  the  income  and  charges  on  the  confolidated  fund  for  the 
year,  commencing  in  January  1798,  and  ending  in  Jaiuiary 
1799,  &c. 

And  alfo  of  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  produce  of  the  re- 
venue for  the  fame  period,  diilinguilhing  England  from  Scot- 
land, &c.  &c. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  the  Houfe  that  he  had  been  in  thtf 
Houfe  of  Peers,  where  the  royal  affent  was  given  by^commiffion  to 
the  Income  Bill,  the  Habeas-corpus  Surpenfion  Bill)  and  feveral 
other  public  and  private  bills. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved,  that  this .  Houfe  do  now 
adjourn  to  Tuefday  the  2  2d  day,  January  inftant. 
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Tuejdarfy  Jetnuarj  2i. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  (aid,  he  had  a  me&ge  from  His  Majefly, 
whitth  he  bacl  it  in  command  to  deliver,  and  begged  that  it  might 
be  read  to  the  Houfe*- 

\F6r  a  Ccpf  ef  which  Jee  ihi  Proc^ dings  rf  the  Commons.'] 

It,  was  Immediately  read  by  the  Lord  Ghancelloc^  and  afterwards 
by  Mr.  Arnott,  the  reading  cle^k. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  then  faid,  he  (hould  m6ve  that  the  thef- 
fage  from  His  Majefty  be  tak^  into  cpnfidcratiod  to-mortow,  and 
the  Lords  to  be  fummon^.  His  Lordfhip  faid^  (at  the  faRe  of 
<?onvenicnce,  he  would  add,  that  his  intention  was  to  move  in  ad- 
drcfs  t9- morrow  toMh  Majefty,  to  thank  Hi9  Mijefty  for  his  gra- 


cious  comitiuni(^ioti,  and  to  ^ffute  His  Mijt^y  that  the  Roufe 
would  proceed  to  take  into  confideiation  the  important  fubjeA  of 
His  Majefty's  meflagey  and  apply  fuch  means  as  (hould  appear  to 
them  moft  applicable  to  the  occafion.  His  Lordihip  obferved^  that 
the  addrefs  he  meant  to  propofe  would  be  (o  drawA,  that  it  would 
confine  itfelf  to  its  profefled  objed,  without  pledging  any  of  th^ir 
Lordfhips  to  a  particular  mode  of  proceeding,  but  learfe  the  whole 
fubjed  open  to  their  Lord(hips'  deliberate  judgement. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tue/day,  January  2  a. 

At  four  o*clock  the  Houfe  met  purfuant  toadjbumment. 
Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  brought  up  a  nSeffagc  from  His  Ma- 
jefty,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

.      "  GEORGE  R. 

**  His  Majejiy  is  perfuaded  that  the  unremitting  tnddftry  with 

ivhich  our  enemies  perfevere   in  their  auowed  dejign  of  effecting  the 

feparation  of  Ireland /rwn  this  kingdom^  cannot  fail  to  engage  the  parti^ 

culdr  attention  of  Parliament ;  and  His  Majejiy  recommends  it  to  this 

Houfe  to  confider  of  the  mojl  effectual  means  of  counteraSlingy  and  finally 

defeating  J  this  dejign  ;  and  he  trujis  that  a  review  of  all  the  circum-» 

fiances  which  have  recently  occurred  (joined  to  the  Jtntiment  of  mutual 

affeBim  and  common  intereji)  will  dijpoje  the  Parliaments  of  loth  king" 

doms  to  provide  in  the  manner  which  they  Jhall  judge  mojl  expedient,  for 

fettling  fuch  a  complete  and  final  adjujlmcnt  as  may  hejl  tend  to  improve 

^nd  perpetuate  a  connexion  ejfential  for  fheir  common  fecurity,  and  to 

augnunt  and  confolidaie  the  fhrength^  power^  ahdrefources  of  the  Britifh 

empire,  G.  -R." 

On  the  fpotlon  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  «*  that  this  meflagc 
be  taken  into  confi deration  to-morrow/* 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofc  and  faid— Sir,  when  His  Majefty's 
meflage  is  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow,  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  addrefs,  which  will  then  be  propofcd  to  be  voted,  will  con- 
tain an  alTurance  that  we  (hall  proceed  ro  an  early  confideration  of 
the  fubjedl.  I  therefore  think  it  fair  to  give  this  early  notice,  that 
I  view  the  bringing  forward  of  this  qucftion,  at  this  time,  as  a  mea- 
fure  replete  with  fo  much  mifchief,  that  I  hold  it  my  duty  to  take  the 
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firft  opportunity  to  cfo  every  thiif  in  my  power  to  arreft  the  fiuther 
progrdTs  of  it.  I  am  convinced,  Sir»  that  it  is  the  common  feeling 
of  all  peribns  in  this  Houfe,  as  well  as  of  thofe  out  of  it,  to  adopt 
every  meafure  thftt  may  tend  to  perpetuate  and  ilrengthen  the  con- 
nexion between  the  two  countries  ;  becaufe  they  muft  be  convinced 
that  a  feparation  would  not  only  injure,  but  would  be  fatal  to  the 
interefis  and  the  exigence  of  both.  What  I  point  at  particularly 
is,  the  time  of  bringing  forward  this  queftion.  Sir,  I  (hall  certainly 
join  in  returning  His  Majcfty  our  thanks  for  his  communication ; 
but  indead  of  engaging  to  proceed  to  an  early  confidcration  of  the 
fubje^,  I  {hall  feel  it  to  be  my  doty  to  endeavour  to  pcrfuade  the 
Houfe  not  to  proceed  to  fuch  a  confideration. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT — The  honourable  gentleman  has  cer- 
tainly dealt  with  fairnefs  and  candour,  in  announcing  his  intention 
of  oppofing  the  motion  ;  an  intention  which,  if  he  had  not  an- 
nounced, no  man,  I  believe,  would  have  anticipated.  What  I 
underhand  is,  that  the  honourable  Member  will  objeft  to  the  ad- 
<(refs,  which  does  no  more  than  convey  to  His  Majcfty  the  alTur- 
ance  that  we  will  take  \r\io  our  conlideratiun  a  fubjcd  of  fuch  great 
magnitude,  and  of  fuch  tranfcendant  importance.  What  the  argu- 
ments will  be  by  which  the  honourable  gentleman  will  attempt  to 
fatisfy  the  Houfc  that  we  ought  not  to  proceed  to  the  conHdeiation' 
of  the  meafure  ;  and  that  what  His  Majc{\y,  from  his  paternal 
regard  to  the  intcrefts  of  the  empire,  has  thought  proper  to  recom- 
mend, ought  to  be  rcjed^ed  without  confideration  ;  I  fay.  Sir,  what 
the  arguments  of  the  honourable  gentleman  will  be,  I  am  at  a  lofs 
to  guefs.  At  the  fame  time.  Sir,  I  wifti  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that 
my  intention  is  only  to  propofc  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty  to-mor- 
row ;  and  then,  after  a  fufHcient  interval,  to  proceed  to  the  fartha 
difcuflfion  of  the  fubjedl.  The  day  which  I  (hould  propofe  would 
be  Thurfday  fe'nnight.  Sir,  it  is  not  my  wifh  even  then  to  prcfs 
the  Houfe  to  come  to  a  vote,  until  the  outline  has  been  opened  ;  upon 
that  day  the  general  outline  and  principles  will  be  fubmitted,  and 
it  Will  be  propofed  to  havt  the  rcfoluticrns  printed.  It  is  then  my 
wifh  to  allow  a  farther  interval,  for  the  purpofe  of  enabling  gentle- 
men to  be  properly  prepared  for  the  difcufliun. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN.  I  wi(h.  Sir,  ooly  to  fay  a  finglc  word — 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  fpcaks  as  if  it  would  be  difrc- 
fpcflful  to  His  Majcfty  to  oppofe  the  addrefs.  That  right  honour- 
able gentleman  muft  give  me  Teave  to  fay,  that  though  he  fpcaks  of 
His  Majel^y,  and  of  his  paternal  regfird  for  the  interefts  of  the  em- 
pire, I  have  a  right  to  confidcr  the  meafure  as  the  counfel  of  His 
Majefly's  Minifters.     Sir,  I  deprecate  the  mifchievous  coniequcnces 
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of  any  dtfcuffion  at  all ;  and  therefore  I  am  not  to  wait  for  a  difcuf- 
fion  when  I  deprecate  th^  confequences  of  it.  With  refpeA  to  the 
arguments  by  which  I  may  attempt  to  perfuade  the  Houfe,  I  hope, 
at  leaft,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  will  wait  till  he  hears 
them. 

The  motion  for  taking  His  Majefty's  meiTage  into  confideration 
to-morrow,  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

fVednefdayt  January  ^3- 

Lord  GRENVILLE  moved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  for 
taking  His  Majefty's  moft  gracious  meflage  into  confideration  be 
read  \  after  which  his  Lordlhip  moved  an  addreis  to  His  MajeRy 
to  the  following  efFct9  : — ^The  Houfc  returned  their  thinks  to  Hit 
Majefty,  for  his  mod  gracious  communication,  and  expreiTed  their 
convidion  of  His  Majefly's  paternal  regard  for,  and  attention  to, 
the  welfare  of  his  Irifli  fubjedls  ;  and  alfo  expreflcd  their  readinefs 
to  concur  in  any  meafures  which,  on  due  examination,  might  be 
found  neceflary  or  expedient  towards  the  confolidation  of  the  gene- 
ral interefts  of  the  BritiHi  empire. 

Lord  Gtenvillc  then  obferved,  that  the  addrcfs  was  obvipuily  of 
that  nature  as  to  render  it  unneceflfary  for  him  to  trouble  their 
Lordfhips  with  any  argument^  in  favour  of  its  adoption. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the  addrefs  was  voted,  nem.  dtj.  and  the 
Houfe,  on  the  motion  of  Lofd  Grenville,  adjourned  till  Thurfday 
the  31ft  inftant. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

•^  tVedneJday^  January  23. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  brought  up  feveral  papers  relative  to 
the  proceedings  of  certain  focieties  in  Ireland,  and  the  Rebellion  in 
that  country,  which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  confideration  of  HM  Majcfty's 
meflage  being  read, 
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Mr.  Seqetary  DUNDAS  rofe.  He  faid,  be  thai^t  it  aloxiA 
unneceffaiy  to  fay  one  word  more  than  limply  (o  move  an  addre& 
to  His  Majefty,  thanking  him  for  his  gracious  commtuiication*  Hi^ 
right  honourable  friend  had  ycftcrday  Aated  to  th^  Hoole,  that  it 
was  not  intended  to  move  the  immediate  confi^eration  of  the  topicf 
in  the  meflfage,  but  only  to  move  an  addrefs  (ignifying  the  readincfs 
of  the  Houfe  to  take  them  'into  their  ferious  consideration  ;  and  to 
move  a  farther  day  for  refuming  th»  fubje£l ;  and  even  after  it  haf 
been  refumed,  to  appoint  fuch.a  day  for  the  farther  difcufliion  of  it^  as 
1/vould  give  every  gentleman  an  opportufkiity  fully  and  difpallionatdj 
to  examine  the  whole  of  the  queftion,  both  as  it  might  afled  this 
country  and  the  lifter  kingdom.  He  (hould  juft  add,  that  as  it  had 
happened  to  him  yeOerd.iy,  he  was  that  evening  not  able  to  conjec- 
ture what  fort  of  oppofition  it  was  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
meant  lo  fach  an  addrefs  as^  that  he  propofed.  Here  the  right  ho- 
nourable Secretary  moved  the  addrefs,  which  was  in  fubftunce.  that 
the  Houfe  would  proceed  with  all  due  difpatch  to  the  confideration 
of  the  feveral  intereOs  recommended  to  their  ferious  attention  in  die 
mefTagc. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe,  and  fpokc  to  the  following effedi:— Sir, 
I  muft  frankly  declare  that  I  am  not  of  the  fame  opinion  with  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  uho  thinks  that  there  is  nothing  more 
neceffary  on  the  part  of  His  Majefty*s  Minifters  than  to  move  a 
mere  addrefs,  returning  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  His  Majeftys 
moft  gracious  communication.  The  fubje6t  is  too  important  lightly 
to  be  paffed  over  in  any  ftage  of  its  progrcfs,  and  the  intcrcfts  that 
will  naturally  come  into  difcufTion  too  vaft  to  be  bounded  over  with 
an  unrefle<5ling  rapidity.  Not  one  man  in  the  country  would  be 
free  from  reproach,  if  he  could  regard  with  apathy  or  with  an  eafe 
of  temper  approaching  to  indifference,  a  queftion  that  at  ooce  in- 
volves every  thing  dtar  to  Irifhmen,  and  which  ought  to  be  dear 
to  every  fubjedl  of  the  Brittfli  empire.  As  I  cannot  view  theie 
matters  wholly  with  unconcern,  I  muft  think  that^oreis  neccifary 
on  the  part  of  His  Majefly's  Minifters  than  merely  to  move  an  ad- 
drefs of  thanks.  I  fay.  Sir,  I  cannot  be  of  this  opinion,  becaufe 
"  when  I  find  it  ftated  that  it  is  the  principal  objed  of  the  meflage 
from  the  Crowji  to  invite  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
conlideration  of  means  of  finally  adjufting  the  interefts  in  common 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  I  am  gaturally  led  to  inquire 
how  the  terms  of  the  firial  adjuftment  made  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Parliaments  of  the  two  countries,  in  ijSlf  came  to  fail  of  their 
objed.  In  that  year  there  was  an  adjuftment;  and  no  man  ac- 
quainted with  the  hiftoiy  of  that  period^  no  roan  whofe  ftudy  has 
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HOC  beca  confined  lo  mptc  local  occurrences,  can  have  foigoKen  in 
vhat  kind  of  circumflances  th^t  adjuftment  arof<?,  and  under  what 
kind  of  aufpices  it  was  made  final.  Nothing  can  be  more  obvious 
than  the  propriety  of  inquiring  it  this  time  bow  that  adjuftment 
^iled  of  its  objefi,  The  right  honouraUe  gentleman,  adopting  the 
.  language  of  the  meflfage,  has  affumed  that  the  Houfe  is  already  in 
poiTeffion  of  the  fa£ts  and  arguments  on  which  are  to  be  founded  the 
policy,  juftice,  and  expediency  of  agitating  at  this  time  fUch  a  dif- 
cuffion  ;  in  this  way  telling  the  whole  world  that  the  final  adjuft- 
ihent  ratified  in  1782  was  iK>t  a  final  adjufiment  in  point  of  h&, 
but  an  adjuflment  to  be  held  final  at  the  pleafure  of,  the  Englifli 
Government.  But  there  are  no  fuch  things  in  the  pofifcflion  of 
the  Houfe  as  the  materials  from  whence  to  nrafon  that  it  is  now, 
either  politic,  expedient,  or  jufi,  to  come«t»  the  difcuflion  of  this 
quetiion  of  final  adjufiment.  Hence  before  Minifiers  recom- 
mended to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  take  meafurcs  that  lead  in- 
evitably to  the  difcuflion  of  fome  plan  of  Union,  it  was  incumbent 
upon  them  to  have  (hewn  us  that  the  laft  pledge  of  the  Englith  Par- 
liament to  the  people  of  Ireland,  by  which  their  independence  was 
recognized  and  their  rights  acknowledged,  has  not  produced  that  un»» 
nimity,  that  concord  of  fentiment,  and  earned  exertion  to  promote 
their  own  welfare,  while  they  cordially  and  fincefely  manifefted  their 
zeal  for  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  this  countcy,  which  that 
people  were  expe£ted  to  difplay,  and  which  the  Parliaments  of  the 
two  countries  fought  to  cherifli.  But  more  than  the  effect  imme- 
diately upon  the  people,  it  is  fit  to  i/iquirc  whether  that  final  adjvifi- 
ment  led  to  the  meafures  of  mutual  confidence,  and  produced  that 
unanimity  of  fentiment  and  obje6\  in  the  two  •Parliaments,  which* 
for  the  happinefs  and  honour  of  both  kingdoms,  every  man  wiflied 
might  be  its  permanent  efFed.  Sir,  I  think  it  impofiible  for  any 
man  clearly  to  (hew  that  there  has  been  any  want  of  this  unanimity 
on  any  important  occafion.  I  am  the  more  Arongly  impreflfed  with, 
this  belief,  becaufe  a  folemn  declaration  of  the  Iri(h  Parliament, 
fanSioned  by  ail  Ireland,  is  now  on  record,  wherein  we  have  it* 
emphatically  ilat^  that  the  independence  of  Ireland  will  be  aflerted 
by  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  that  their  Parliament  is  an  indepen* 
dent  Legiflature.  The  recollcdlion  of  this  declaration  brings  to  my* 
mind  the  ftrong  apprehenfion  of  the  danger,  the  peril  of  agitating 
a-new  the  quefiion  of  Iri(h  independence.  What  has  that  dcdar' 
ration  fiated  ?  Sir",  it  is  a  manly,  firm,  and  honourable  tefiimonjf* 
to- all  time,  of  the  proud,  noble  fpirit  of  a  nation  rifing  into  di(tin£tion 
apd  mounting  up  to  freedom.  They  there  fay,  that  "  there  is  no 
power  whatever  competent  to  make  laws  for  Ireland  but  the  PaiUa* 
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ment  of  Irdand  ;'  <<  and  among  other  things  equally  ftrongand  juft, 
we  find  them  aitert  this'*  as  their  birth  right,  and  which  they  arc  dc-. 
termtned  in  every  iituation  to  defend  and  maintain  againft  whatever 
kind  of  enemy."  When  I  find  this  declaration  of  the  Irifli  Parlia- . 
menti  an^l  acquiefced  in  by  the  Englifh,  that  they  did  come  to  a 
final  adjudment  is  obvious  ;  yet  the  words  **  a  folid,  permanent 
balls,"  convey  fome  refleflion&on  the  proceedings  of  the  Parliament 
fince  that  period,  and  it  might  fairly  be  fuppofed,  that  only  its  deUn- 
quency  would  have  infligated  His  Majefty's  Minifters  to  adopt  a 
courfe  of  condu6^,  by  which,  if  they  fucceed  in  the  enterprize,  diey 
(hall  accompIi(h  for  ever  the  fubjugation  of  Ireland,  and  the  (lavery 
of  its  inhabitants.  But,  Sir,  I  mud  think  the  people  in  that  coun* 
try  who  really  cherifli  a  love  of  rational  liberty,  who  have  dwelt 
with  delight  on  the  recoUedion  of  that,  till  now,  aufpicious  period, 
when  independence  came  tipon  them  as  it  were  by  furprize,  when 
the  Genius  of  Freedom  refted  wpon  their  ifland — the  whole  peo- 
ple, in  (hort,  will  come  to  this  fccond  adjuftment  with  a  temper 
which  I  am  afraidj  Sir,  will  augur  n^t  tranquillity  but  difquietude, 
hot  profperiry  but  calamity,  not  the  fupprcffion  of  treafon  but  the 
extenfion  and  increnfc  of  plots  to  multiply  and  enfanguine  it^  hor- 
rors. Ncvcrtlulcfs,  I  muft  own  that  there  is  fomething  informal 
in  this  way  of  treating  the  queftion  immediately  before  the  Houfe. 
But  much  as  I  rcfped  your  forms,  Sir,  I  own  to  you  thofe  arc 
things,  and  this  is  a  queftion,  which  I  cannot  permit  myfelf  lightly 
to  djfcufs,  and  v/hich  ought  not  to  be  (hrunk  from  on  light  grounds. 
I  am  aware  that  the  grounds  I  ftand  on  are  at  once  ticklilh  and 
dangerous  ;  that  my  motives  are  liable  both  to  mifreprefentation 
an^  mifapprehennon ;  that  a  licentious  few,  and  an  ignorant  many, 
^ill  diftort  or  not  perceive  the  grounds  of  my  atguments,  and  the 
uie  I  am  defirous  to  make  of- them.  But  there  are  topics,  on  the 
difcuflion  of  which  a  man  muft  riot  wholly  confult  the  degree  of 
fa&ty  to  his  reputation  among  the  unrcflefling  portions  of  mankind 
—on  which  he  muft  forget  what  he  owes  to  his  own  dignity,  if 
fearful  of  the  inlidious  mifintcrpretation  of  his  fentiments,  or  the 
more  inlidious  mifreprefentation  of  his  motives,  he  ihrink  from  the 
fubje6t,  and  fail  to  do  that  which  is  peremptorily  his  duty.  •  I  fed 
that  to  be  filcnt  on  the  prefent  occalion  were  to  ad  from  terror  in 
a  way  unworthy  of  the  majcfty  of  truth  ;  unbecoming  a  man  ena- 
moured of  free  difcuflion ;  unlike  the  friend  and  fupporter  of  ge- 
neral liberty,  I  cannot  do  this.  My  country  has  claims  upon  mc 
which  I  am  not  more  proud  to  acknowledge  than  ready  to  liquidate, 
to  the  full  meafure  of  my  ability.  Is  there  any  man  who  can  wi(h 
to  do  lefs— or  have  the  whole  fvftcm  of  human  connexion  and  the 
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ccxNioiiiy  of  Jiuman  paflkms  been  dianged  and  perverted  ^ith  thofe 
changes  in  the  pditical  worlds  from  which  fome  men  derive  rank 
and  emolument  by  the  proAitution  of  inlcgrity  and  all  the  virtues  ? 
But,  Sir,  there  was  a  time  whdn  I  (hould  have  been  told  that  to 
agitate  any  queftion  in  this  Houfe  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
were  to  retrench  upon  the  rights  of  the  Irifh  Parliament.  That  the 
independence  of  one  Legiflature  was  not  to  be  infringed  upon  by 
the  difcuflion  of  quellions  which  belonged  to  it  exclufively  to  dif- 
cufs  upon  and  decide.  That  we  could  not  agitate  the  affairs  of 
Ireland  in  any  manner  without  grofsly  infulting  the  dignity,  and 
making  a  queAion  of  the  conftitutional  competence  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  that  country  to  legiflate  for  thcmfclvcs.  That,  in  fbort, 
it  would  be  to  aroufe  and  inflame  that  quick  fpirit  of  independence, 
which  the  lifter  kingdom  knew  how  to  exprefs,  and  had  ever  ap- 
peared both  able  and  ready  to  infufe  into  a  fyftem  of  ardent,  intre- 
pid oppofition  to  every  kind  of  ulterior  domination.  But,  furely, 
when  now  the  queftion  is  the  independence  of  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland,  when  it  is  attempted  to  introduce  meafljres  which  have  in 
their  iflfues  not  merely  the  independence  but  the  cxiAence  of  this 
Parliament,  honourable  gentlemen  will  not  refort  to  that  argument* 
Probably  I  (hall  be  told,  that  I  ought  not  to  draw  into  difcufTton 
topics  that  in  their  very  nature  tend  to  excite  difcontent^  by  being 
clufely  interwoven  with  the  events  of  a  recent  period  of  diftradtion 
and  danger:  that  I  cannot  dwell  long  on  thefe  topics  without, re- 
lapiing  into  warmth ;  that  I  am  liable  to  ufe  inflammatory  lan- 
guage ;  that  in  particular  I  ought  to  conflder  the  prefent  flate  of 
Ite^nd  before  I  eflay  the  difcuflion  of  fuch  intricate  and  delicate 
interefts  as  thofe  embraced  by  the  King's  meffage.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  oppofite  me,  ought  to  have  done  all  this,  he 
ought  to  have  confldered  the  flate  of  Ireland  before  he  introduced 
in  this  Houfe,  as  the  chief  fervant  of  the  Crown,  a  fubje£l  that,  to 
be  met  fairly  at  any  time  requires  much  previous  prepiiration,  and 
which  at  this  moment  is  to  put  every  thing  to  hazard.  Sir,  I  can 
fee  the  poflible  danger  of  adding  to  the  difcontents  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  An  intriguing,  ambitious  enemy,  may  take  advantage  of 
the  crifis,  and  defperate  factious  fpirits  at  home  may  feize  upon  it 
as  an  opportunity  favourable  to  the  fucccfs  of  their  wild  and  vifl- 
onary  pmjef^s.  But  thefe  dangers  are  only  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  innovation  of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  as  forming  an 
independent  nation  ;  and 'he  who  rfierely  feeks  to  arrefl  the  arm  of 
the  invader,  to  check  his  fpirit, of  aggrelFion  and  ufurpation,  fo  far 
from  juflly  incurring  reproach,  is  in  fairnefs  entitled  to  the  praife 
of  honourable  and  virtuous  enterprife.     X  fhall  fpeakout  manfully 
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on  an  bccaibn  which  emfAently  lAvttes  tfttf  titakA  16  conilitii- 
donal  liberty  to  die  utmoft  exertion  of  hi»  p0«rer».     The  pttkat 
moment  is  ourVy  the  next  ma^  be  the  enemy's^     I  am  pcrfoBAy 
feady,  however,  to  give  credit  td  Miniflers  for  purity  of  intention. 
On  my  word,*  I  thinic  they  woal4  not  proipofe  here  a  meafore  whieh 
they  believed  would-  ultimately  caufe  a  reparation  6f  this  counrtf 
from  Ireland.     With  them,  I  fay,  it  is  neceflbry  to  the  happinefs 
of  the  empire,  that  it  is  eflenttally  a  fturce  of  wealth  and  power  to 
continue  that  connexion  with  Ireland.     It  is  a  connedkm  which 
as  much  as  any  man  I  wifti  ever  to  preffFve,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
neceflary  to  claim  the  indulgeance  of  the  right  honomable  gentle- 
man and  the  Houfe,  when  I  declare  I  believe  I  am  equally  avetfe 
as  they  are  to  fedition  and  revolt  adopted  in  the  lifter  kingdom  ;  that 
I  equally  abhor  and  deteft  the  conduA  of  an  ambitious  and  rapacious 
foe  in  the  whole  Career  of  his  ^s  of  unjuft  and  unprovoked  aggrel^ 
lion  of  the  rights  of  the  weak  or  unfu(pe£ling,  or  indolent  Hates. 
But  am  I,  therefore,  'to  vote  for  meafures  which  but  too  ftnn^ly  ex* 
p(efs  the  charftder  of  that  fyftem  which  this  enemy  had  fo  wkkedly 
and  flagrantly  purAied  ?  *  God  forbid  !  Perhaps  we  are  to  be  told, 
that  the  enemy  ftill  perfeveres  in  his  intention  of  invading  Ireland, 
and,^  if  that  werc'pofliblc,  to  fever  from  the  empire  one  of  its  moft 
ufeful  and  ornamental  branches.     That  he  lays  in  wait  for  an  op^ 
portunity  to  carry  decifivcly  into  effWlthefe  his  ambitious  views. 
I  do  not,  Sir,  at  all  doubt  but  that  France  now  anxioully  looks  on, 
eager  to  come  in  for  a  fhare^of  the  plunder  of  the  liberties  of  Ireland. 
The  enemy  with  whom  we  have  to  contend  is  as  vigilant  as  dextrous, 
and  it  is  in  the  conftitution  of  his  fyftem  of  univerfal  pillage,  and 
the  indifcriminate  abufe  of  every  maxim  of  honourable  policy,  on  aD 
occafions  to  profit  by*  the  diftrcllcs  or  the  agitations  of  other  powen. 
To  invite  and  encourage  France,  it  was  enough  that  His  Majefly's 
Minitiersihould  have  brought  forward  the  prcfent  meafure.    There 
have  been  nations,  who  after  aifcrting  by  their  arms  their  indepen- 
dence, have,  by  their  improvident  ufe  of  viftory,  fown  the  feeds  of 
future  degradation  and  ruin  too  deep  and  too  diffufive  ever  to  be  able 
again  to  refift  their  enemies.     So  true  is  it,  that  external  dangers 
will  unite  communities^  while  the  moment  of  triumph  ufhers  in  all 
thofc  rccollcdlions  of  jealoufy,  of  diftruft,  of  uneafinefe  at  the  mea- 
fures of  a  Government  or  a  Minifter,  which  had  laid  dormant  in  ^e 
hour  of  united  exertion.   I  have  told  yoU,  Sir,  that  I  do  not  doubt  but 
that  Prance  waits  with  impatience  for  an  opportunity  cfieflually  to 
i^rikc  her  long- meditated  blow  againft  Ireland.     She  has  manifcfttd 
this  fpirit  from  tinic  to  time,  and  I  muft  aflume  it  as  a  fiiir  ground 
of  argument  againft  the  ptvfent  meafure^  that  its  tendency  is  rather 
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to  enooiirage  the  eiwmy  than  drive  them  from  their  fettled  porpoTe. 
Not  only  do  I  bdiere  that  they  have  agreed  on  feme  new  expedi«» 
fion  and  attacki  but  have  inereafed  their  exertions  from  the  time  the 
Icbenie  of  Union  was  firft  agitated  by  Miniflers.     But  I  (hall  be 
told  this  meafure  will  have  the  effeQ.  of  defeating  the  enemy ,  by 
^ilMwing  diem  how  vain  it  will  be  in  future  to  attempt  any  thing 
againft  united  Ireland.     Now  I  had  hoped  that  our  fplendid  naval 
vidoriesy  tfnt  the  dilcoveiy  of  the  {dots,  the  pofleffion  of  the  papers^ 
tbedifcomfiture  of  the  projeAs  of  die  internal  and  external  enemies 
of  Ireland,  would  have  fatisfied  the  minds  of  all  that  no  new  pro* 
jeGt  of  invafion  can  be  carried  into  eScSt.     Sir,  I  do  fay,  it  is  the 
oonduA  of  Minifters  towards  die  Irilh  nation  from  which  only  we 
can  have  any  reafon  to  apprehend  danger.     By  dividing  the  nadve 
and  conftitutional  defenders  of  Ireland,  they  fow  among  them  the 
feeds  of  treafon,  and  encourage  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  on  that 
tmibrtunate  country.     The  right  honourable  gpndeman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
told  us  yefterday,  that  without  hearing  the  nodce  I  then  gave,  he 
could  not  have  expefied  fuch  an  oppofidon  as  the  prcfent  to  the 
motion,  beeaufe  the  word  Union  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  meilage* 
That  I  ought  tei  have  known  that  the  defcribed  ofcjed  is  Adjuftmcntii 
not  Union.     But  I  muft  take  it  for  granted  the  right  honourable 
gentletnan  will  not  fly  to  fuch  a  fubtcrfuge  on  fo  important  a  quef- 
tion.     Indeed  I  perfuade  myfelf  be  will  admit  at  once  that  it  is  a 
que(tion  of  terms  and  not  of  fafi.     If,'  however,  it  fiiould  be  con-^ 
tended,  that  I  am  borne  out  in  the  inference  by  the  meflage,  look  to 
Ireland.     The  recent  changes  in  that  country,  the.  difmiffals  of 
fome  veiy  refpcAable  characters  from  office^  diftinfily  points  to  the 
projed  of  the  Union.     I  grieve  to  fee  fuch  a  name  as  that  of  Lord 
G>mwallis  to  fuch  letters  and  papers  as  have  within  thefe  few  weeks 
been  publiihed  at  the  caftle.     It  is  painful  to  read  in  a  letter  from 
this  man  the  difmiffid  from  office  of  fuch  a  character  as  Sir  J.  Par- 
nell.     With  thefe  fa£ts  before  us,  it  is  perfedly  fair  to  affume  that 
Union  is  the  objed,  and  it  being  no  longer  a  queflion  of  terms,  I 
know  I  am  peHFedly  in  order  in  ai^uing  againft  the  meafure.     I 
will  not  now  enter  into  a  detailed  view  of  the  fubje6l,  but  I  am 
glad  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  given  us  an  opportunity  to  ' 
know  when  we  may  regularly  cxpcft  to  meet  it  in  that  way.     Nei- 
ther do  I  mean  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  advantages  of  the  meafure. 
I  can  admit  that  this  is  a  fair  difcuiTion  always,  and  may  at  this 
moment  fafidy  go  forward  to  the  public.     But  I  do  not  know  how 
to  admit,  that  not  to  adopt  the  meafure  of  an  Union  were  to  invite 
the  feparation  of  the  two  countries  by  a  French  force.     Nay,  my 
<^nion  is  dtre£Uy  the  reveffe  of  this ;  and  I  muft  fay,  diat  fimated 
V#i..  VII-  4F 
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at  Iiebnd  is,  widiout  having  in  ane  tnflanee  manUffted  a  wifli  to 
unite,  but,  on  thccootraiy,  haying  unequivocally  declared  hcrfdf, 
hoftile  10  the  propofition  of  a  Union,  chat  if  it  be  efledcd,  it  will  be 
a  Union  accotnplifhed  by  fuq)rize,  fraud»  oonvption,  and  Intimida- 
tion, and  which  muft  place  the  people  of  Irehnd  in  a  work  <y»)di- 
tion  than  they  were  before.  I  think  there  are  two  propofitioDt 
which  I  have  now  eftablifhed  :  the  firft,  that  it  is  decidedly  an  in* 
fradion  and  violation  of  her  acknowledged  right  of  independent  le- 
gillation ;  and  the  fecond,  that  Union  cannot  prevent  the  ieparation 
of  Ireland  from  thi^  country  by  France.  The  third  propofition  I 
have  to  offer  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  is,  that  it  is  not  poffi- 
ble  that,  in  the  prcfent  date  of  Ireland,  the  people  can  declare  and 
zA  upon  their  genuine  fentiments ;  and  let  any  man  who  has  a  head 
to  conceive,  and  a  heart  to  feci  for  the  miicries  of  Ireland,  put  this 
metnorable  qucdion  to  himfelf*— Is  it  poflihle  that  the  free,  ^ir,  and 
uhbiafled  fenfe  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  can  be  colledlcd  at  thb  time 
on  this  queftion  ?  The  EnglUh  force  in  that  countiy  is  at  once  an 
anfwer  to  this  quefliou.  I  am  not  to  be  told,  that,  if  even  the  peo- 
ple ihould  be  cheated  and  trickcd^into  Union,  and  out  of  indepen- 
dence, it  is  of  no  confequence,  as  the  meafure  is  intended  iblely  fat 
their  good,  and  that  we  ought  to  adopt  it  now,  and  convince  them 
afterwards.  This  will  not  be  argued  by  any  man  ;  or  if  it  is,  let 
gentlemen  look  tq  Union  under  all  its  circumdances,  and  ftrange  in- 
deed muft  be  their  mode  of  reafonii^,  if  they  do  not  agree  wiih  mCy 
Chat  in  the  prefcnt  conjuncture  of  affairs  Union  will  lead  to  fepa- 
rate  and  not  to  perpetuate  the  connexion.  If  any  man  (hould  fay, 
'*  Yes,  we  have  a  force  in  Ireland ;  there  may  be  an  oppofitbn 
there  to  Union,  but  now  is  our  time  to  play  their  own  game  of  1 782 
back  upon  thcmfelves  ;'*  if  there  be  a  man  in  this  Houfe  capable 
of  fuch  mean  and  contemptible  condud,  I  leave  it  tcigentleaicn  to 
confider  what  will  be  the  cffed  of  fuch  an  exampfc.  With  re- 
fped  to  the  confpiracies  which  happily  have  been  defeated,  I  own 
diey  were  fuch  as  ought  to  be  carefully  guarded  againft,  and  I  de« 
plore  as  mucj)  as  many  that  the  means  of  combining  infurredion 
were  fo  various  and  melancholy.  There  might  have  been  much 
of  the  caufe  of  revolt  concealed  under  the  meafures  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  but  if  the  Irifli  (hould  at  any  future  period  awake  from  the 
(lumbers  of  that  iloth  which  the  flavcry  of  Union  is  to  occ^fion,  bow 
are  they  to  be  replied  to  if  they  (hould  fay  **  You  offered  us  your 
affi(kince  againft  domeftic  and  iurcign  anemics,  we  accepted  of  it, 
and  gave  youaffe^ion  and  gratitude,  and  the  irrtproachable  pledge 
of  all  the  fupport  in  our  power  in  return.  But  having  enabled  us 
to  repel  invafion  and  fupprcfs  rebellion,  you  took  from  us  our  Par- 
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liamefit  with  your  4O9OCO  foldicrs,  and  diflipating  our  indq)cn- 
dence,  you  infliAed  on  us  a  Union,  to  which  our  fellow  fubjeds, 
ftnnAied  and  fled,  could  give  no  oppofition,  and  this  not  by  force, 
but  by  an  ad  of  negative  intimidation."     Said  Mr.  Sheridan,  thofe 
who  undefftand  what  it  is  to  acquire  negative  fucceffes,  ^will  be  at 
no  loft  to  comprehend  what  I  mean  by  negative  intimidation — **  If 
the  people  of  .Ireland  ihould  fay,  that  by  ^our  forces  you  deprived 
tbem  of  the  means  of  defending  themfelves  ;  that  you  wrung  from 
their  independence,  what  influenced  the  Parliament  riot  to  return 
to  them,  the  people,  the  right  of  fufFragc,  but  to  give  the  Iriih  peo* 
pie  Up  to  foreign  domination  ?"-»Confider,  I  conjure  you,  thefe 
matters,  and  aflc  yourfelves  what  would  be  the  chara^cr  of  any  fu* 
tare  infurre£Hon  ?     I  will  not  fay  that  thofe  grievances  would  juf* 
diy  infurreAion,  but  I  will  fay,  that  in  all  its  great  and  interefting 
features  it  would  be  quite  difiSerent  from  that  recently  fubdued,  and 
there  would  be  nothing  in  it  of  which  they  need  be  afhamed.    They 
need  not  iktdk  from  the  queftion,  for  the  druggie  would  be  to  refeht 
the  plunder  of  their  rights,  and  not  the  difl^rences  fubiifting  between 
Proteftant  and  Catholic,  not  for  fchemes  of  wild  and  foolifh  Repub- 
licanifm,  not  ivom  iU^humour  towards  one  fet  of  men,  or  one  fet 
of  meafurss.     Inflead  of  an  union  of  fentiment,  I  maintain,  that  if 
you  adopt  the  meafure  unfolded  by  the  meflage,  you  would  create 
an  union  of  diflatisfiidkion.     It  is  impoflfible  to  conceive  that  the 
Oieafuie  is  palatable  in  Ireland,  unlefs  we  can  fuppofe,  that  having 
for  300  years  endured  the  moft  inhuman  infults,  that  at  lafl,  when 
they  had  wrung  from  this  country  that  which  it  was  a  ihame  to  have 
deprived  them  of,  they  would  firedy,  and  without  bias,  give  it  up 
1 6  years  afterwards  ;  that  they  would  furrender  their  rights,  becaufe 
it  was  the  pleafure  of  a  Britiih  Minifter  to  propofe  tha(  the  Irifli 
Parliament  (boold  no  longer  exift.     This  is  a  propofition  which- 
cannot  be  entertained.     Undoubtedly,  if  I  had  been  told  that  the 
whole  people  of  Ireland  had  declared  that  they  would  (hake  oflF  all 
allegiance  ;  that  the  Parliament  had  violated  the  rights  of  the  Peo* 
pie  ;  that  the  country  did  not  profper  under  its  conftitution ;  I  fee 
ftrong  reafdhs  for  agreeing  to  the  propofition  of  Union.     But  on  the 
contrary,  we  have  been  told  upon  high  authority  that  the  comforts 
of  the  people,  that  the  profperity  of  Ireland  have  progrcfTively  in- 
creafed  with  time  ever  fince  the  independence  of  her  Parliament 
was  recognized. 

The  Irifh  Commons  have  been  thanked  in  fpeeches  firom  the 
Throne  for  their  patriotic  vigilance  in  defeating  the  internal  enemies 
of  the  country :  and  are  the  People  of  Ireland  now  to  be  told,  that, 
on  die  eve  of  new  infurreflionSf  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
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fitting  in  Weftminfter,  can  better  piovide  meam  of  Ciecotk^  and  de» 
fence  for  Ireland^  than  oould  the  Parlianient  of  IttUnd  Bt6mg  m 
Dablin  ?     After  the  example  we  have  had  of  the  gfcat  <rifilom 
and  profound  powers  of  minute  refearch  of  our  own  Parliament  on 
a  n»cmorable  occalion,  after  the  report  of  the  oelebcated  Cooimtlee 
of  Conrpiracy,  whoTe  reports  ftand  concmdiAcd  by  the  vadaStB  of 
Britifh  Juries,  and  whofe  accufatipns  have  been  falfified  bjr  verdiAs 
of  acquittal — [A  cry  of  «  Hear!  Hear  !"J— Gentlemen  nof,  if 
they  pleafe,  deny  me  this  concluGon  from  the  premifea*  biU  I  pe* 
remptorily  repeat  it — They  may  talk  as  difrefpedfuUy  as  fbtj  plode 
of  EngUdi  Juries,  but  I  maintaii),  that  the  Juries  of  Irdand,  to  6y 
the  lead,  have   returned  vcrdidis  of  convi£lion  more  oontnry  to 
juftice,  and  much  more  diflionorabk  to  them  as  men,  than  thofe 
acquittals  of  the  Juries  of  England  could  poflTiblj  be.     But  to  vetum 
to  the  queAion :  are  we  to  be  told  that  the  meaTure  of  an  Umon 
will  not  wholly  diffolve  the  Legiflatore  of  Irdbind ;  that  Inde- 
pendence will  furvive  Union,  though  in  a  modified  flate ;   dot 
Parliament  will  be  left  to  judg^  of  (he  load  affidrs  of  Iidand } 
Really,  Sir,  this  feems  almoft  too  much  for  men's  feeKngs««-A  Par* 
liament!— a  fort  of  National  Veftry  for  the  Parifti  of  Ifdand* 
fitting  in  a  kind  of  mock  Irgiflative  capacity*  after  being  ignobly  de- 
graded from  the  rank  of  Reprefentatives  of  an  Independent  People ; 
and  deprived  of  the  fundiions  of  an  Inquifitorial  Power,  excicJBng 
and  enjoying  the  greateft  authority  that  any  Parliament  can  poflefa. 
From  thefe  propoHtions,  and  having  merits  to  pleadi  rtie  pieffmip* 
tion  fairty  is,  that  it  is  impoflTiMe  the  Members  oJF  ^  IrUh  l^arlb- 
ment,  no  more  than  their  conftituents^  can  come  to  the  qtieftion  of 
Union  with  unbiafled  minds,  or  agree  to  it  under  any  other  dicimi* 
ftance  except  of  great  force;     Confider  the   ^ueftion  in  anodicr 
point  of  view.     *  Is  the  Parliament  of  England  competent  to  kgif- 
late  for  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  i'    Impoflible.     Every  advantage 
of  fituation  favours  the  one,  the  other  is  unfitted  for  governing,  or 
givitig  law,  by  every  difadvantage  of  iituation,  and  every  diffimilarity 
of  temper  and  habit.     An  high  authority  of  the  fifter  nation,  no  leb 
an  authority  than  the  Lord  Chnncellor  Clare,  has  faid,  that  the 
Englifh  Parliament  is  lefs  acquainted  with  the  Aate  of  Ireland  than 
any  other  body  of  men  in  the  world.     How  can  it  be,  that,  in  this 
ftate  of  recorded  ignorance,  the  Parliament  of  England  is  better 
fitted  to  legiflate  for  Irifhmen,  than  that  of  Ireland  with  its  exptii* 
ence  ?     To  afllmie  this,  were  to  advance  the  moft  monfhrons  and 
prepofterous  propofition  that  ever  foil  firom  man.     Or  is  dte  fyflem 
of  Miniflers  tobe,  to  embody  their  hoards,  and,  after  new  plots  are 
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hatebed,  to  wtd  the  Riot  AA  to  the  Fftriiament  of  Ireland  ?  Widi 
teSfcA  to  indndatioii,  wooid  it  not  be  to  intimidate  the  Iriih,  were 
they  told  England  would  not  in  future  b^  induced  to  fend  troops, 
or  fumiih  money  to  Ireland»  and  that  they  would  be  left  in  a  flare 
of  nakednefs  and  poverty,  at  the  mercy  of  thofe  who  once  diftraf^ed 
the  country  i  It  would  be  enough  to  aroufe  their  indignation,  that 
^befe  hints  would  be  conveyed  to  them  by  a  fecretary  or  a  clerk,  and 
fbine  men  who  are  difgufted  with  z&s  of  Irifh  Government,  would, 
perhaps,  give  up  Parliament  in  their  heart,  whilft  others,  whq  will 
view  the  queftion  with  more  calmnefs,  but  not  more  honefty,  will 
infer  from  the  difmiflfal  of  fuch  great  charaders  as  I  have  men- 
tioned^ that  the  Government  of  this  country  will  intimidate  thofe 
whom  they  cannot  perfoade.  They  will  fee  to  what  extent  the 
fiime  fyftem  mud  be  carried  in  the  military  and  every  other  depart- 
ment. And  can  they,  after  this,  be  expeded  to  fay,  that  the  fair 
opinion  of  the  people  of  Ireland  was  collected  on  this  fubje6l  ? 

Under  all  thefe  circumftances,  1  think.  Sir,  I  may  aflume  that 
I  have  made  out  my  propoiition,  that  if  you  effcA  an  Union 
now,  no  man  can  fay  that  Ireland  was  a  party  to  it ;  if  fo,  ultimate 
Reparation  muft  follow.  Were  it^of  confequence  to  fpeak  of 'this 
me^fure  in  another  manner,  I  would  ^fk,  What  would  the  ho- 
nowable  gentleman  oppofite  to  me  fay  if  France  a^ted  in  a  iimilar 
manner,  and  this  not  to  a  country  in  alliance  with  her— ^not  fo  to  a 
mere  neutral  country,  but  to  a  country  dear  to  her  on  every  account, 
io  that  country  whofe  fons  were  fighting  her  battles  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe  i  What  would  they  fay  if,  after  all,  France  annexed  the 
territory  of  her  Friend  and  Sifter  to  France  as  one  and  indivifible^ 
with  forty  thoufiind  French  defenders  at  their  gates,  &c  ?  Would 
it  not  be  fatd,  that  it  was  the  greateft  perfidy  ?  The  King  of  Sar- 
dinia gave  his  Cohfent  that  the  French  (hould  take  polfeffion  of  his 
capital  and  territory,  bat  it  was  the  cSk&,  of  force.  And  now  we 
were  to  adopt  a  fimilar  fyftem  in  Ireland.  I  hear'much  of  French 
principles,  but  I  wiffi  gentlemen  would  not  fo  clofely  follow 
French  prafiices.  Let  us  ablirain  from  French  corruption,  French 
uforpatmn,  French  perfidy.  Let  us  leave  no  ground  for  faying, 
that  we  have  made  ufe  of  corruption  to  acquire  afcendancy  or  fubju- 
gate  the  rights  of  any  people.  Let  our  Union  be  a  Union  of  mind 
and  fpirit,  as  well  as  of  intereft  and  power — not  that  fort  of  mar- 
/'riage  in  which  fraud  is  thefuitor,  and  force  the  ratifier  of  the  folemn 
contrail.  Let  me  conjure  you  not  to  commit  a  violent  rape  on 
your  iifier  Ireland ;  for  you  may,  by  well-timed  overtufes,  g^t  her 
as  a  comfort  at  your  fide,  full  of  love»  full  of  fidelity,  and  full  of 
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confidence.  You  muA  be  omvinoed  that  (be  will  be  in  a  depbnbfe 
fituation  indeed,  if  the  bans  are  to  be  pubtifiied  (tarn  the  mu»|ict» 
of  forty  thoufand  Briti(h  troops. 

I  think,  Sir,  i  have  endeavoured  to  (hem^  I  may  fiyt  mtbovt 
vanity,  I  have  ilicwn,  that  there  would  be  gteat  danger  even  if  yoa 
carry  the  mcafurc ;  and  I  Ihould  like  to  know  what  are  the  dan* 
^ers  of  delay,  and  what  the  neceflity  for  dif(>atch.  I  did  expcA 
that  Minilkrs  would  ftt  out  by  (hewing  us  this  ;  but  probaUjr 
they  have  referved  themfcWes  for  a  farther  oppoituntty*— [Here  Mr. 
Sheridan  apologized  for  any  warmth  he  might  have  difplayed  in  the 
courfe  of  his  fpcech,  and  obferved,  that  if  the  queAion  had  been  . 
fairly  caken  up,  infleadof  by  iminnidation  and  corruption,  tbeHoule 
might  have  cxpeclcd  to  have  fecn  lefs  warmth  of  manner.]— The 
only  arguments  I  hav^  feen  br  the  meafure  that  I  can  fuppofe 
come  from  Minifiers,  are  thofe  cor^tained  in  a  book  written,  as  I 
undeHland,  by  two  gentlemen  in  office  in  Ireland,  aad  which  con- 
tains a  narement  that  is  now  circulated  as  the  terms  of  the  Uniao. 
A  more  offenUve  or  more  flimfy  produdion  I  have  never  read.  In 
this  pamphlet  I  find  feme  arguments  for  difpatch,  and  thofe  tre- 
mendous arguments  arc  the  dread  of  the  power  of  the  Pope,  and 
the  Englifli  Oppcfition  ;  the  probability  th^t  (he  Farliafnems  of  the 
two  countries  may  alcc:  their  opinions  by  change  of  Miniften ;  and 
la  illy,  one  that  is  highly  indecent,  the  fuppofirion  that  we  may  lofe 
our  virtuous  Sovereign— ^[Hcre  Mr.  Sheridan  commented  on  thofe 
different  points,  and  faid,  he*  thought  it  a  (irange  way  of  consitcr* 
af^ing'the  inflammatory  cffcd  of  the  fpceches  of  the  Englifli  Oppo* 
iition  on  the  proceedings  of  the  £ngli(h  Parliament  to  biiiig  a 
batch  of  Iri(h  Members  into  that  Houfe  to  partake  of  the  fedkion 
of  the  Minority.  But  it  is  imputed  to  Oppofition  that  diey  are 
liable  to  change  their  opinions  ;  now  the  only  example  of  this  ta 
the^  Regency,  when  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  agreed  with  a  great 
Minority  in  the  Englifh  Parliament  m  the .  principle,  objeding 
merely  to  the  powers  to  be  given  to  the  Regent j. — But,  Sir,  I  wifli 
Minifters  to  give  fair  play  to  Ireland.  I  have  ftated  three  of  the 
arguments  for  difpatch  ;  and  the  fourth  for  the  meafure  is  one  that 
mud  every  where  excite  indignation.  This  is,  that  ihe  Irifh  took 
advantage  in  i  j82  of  the  war,  and  that  therefore  England  may 
now  take  advantage  of  the  force  of  the  country  for  the  cxtindion  of 
the  independence  of  Ireland.  This  is  the  creed  of  the  Caftle  ; 
but  the  Englifh  arc  not  to  be  infulted  in  this  way,  nor  their  cha* 
radjler  traduced.  Having  in  a  general  way  thus  combated  the  ar- 
guments of  that  pamphlet,  Mr.  Sheridan  next  took  a  view  of  the 
fubje^  as  a  conftitutional  queAion,  and  contended,   that   as  well 
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mi^t  the  EngU(h  Parliament  vote  the  Crown  abfolute,  perpetuate  a 
fpwer  in  the  King  to  control  the  grants  of  Parliaments,  and  give  to 
this  Parliament  a  right  to  exercile  a  vigour  beyond  the  law,  and 
fote  itielf  not  at  all  refponfible  to  the  people.  It  it  no  light  mat- 
ter even  to  have  one  hundred  Members  coming  here  from  Ireland 
without  the  means  of  being  regularly  inftru6ted'by  their  conftitu- 
ciits ;  btit,  perhaps,  I  am  to  be  told,  as  I  underftand  has  been 
aflerted  by  an  honourable  gentleman  oppolBte  to  me,  that  when 
once  the  Parliament  meets  the  people  have  no  right  to  hear  of  what 
their  reprefentatives  are  about,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  not  merely 
dangerous,  but  unconftitutional,  to  publilh  an  ac^unt  of  our  pro- 
ceedings. Sir,  I  muft  fuppofe  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 
whom  this  doctrine  is  imputed,  never  ufcd  it  in  argument ;  for  cer* 
tainly  if  I  found  fuch  do£trine  urged  in  a  pamphlet,  I  Aould  think 
it  my  duty  to  move,  that  th^  Houfe  might  inArudl  the  Attorney 
General  to  profecute  the  author,  and  that  the  book  fliould  be  burnt 
by  the  common  hangman.  I  once  recommended  a  profecution  in 
this  Houfe,  and  once  only  in  my  life ;  it  was  againft  the  author  of 
a  book  where  it  had  been  ftated,  that  the  tree  might  remain  found, 
even  though  the  b^iKhes  were  lopped  oflF.  Now  I  think  the  fame 
cffeA  would  fellow,  were  that  meafure  of  refinint  adopted  by  the 
Houfe.  But  if  it  is  faid  that  the  principle  of  Union  was  adopted 
by  Parliament  in  the  inftance  of  Scotland,  I  cannot  admit  ^that 
the  exiftence  of  one  bad  precedent  is  any  argument  for  adopting  a 
fecond.  With  refped  to  the  power  of  the  Iri(h  Parliament  to  agree 
to  the  meafure,  I  will  fay,  that  I  think  no  power  on  earth  has  a 
right  to  pro(cribe  the  independence  of  the  people.  I  have  heard  a 
vigorous  Statefman  (Lord  Grenvillc)  ufc  an  argument  that  enforces 
this :  He  faid,  that  to  alter  the  chartered  rights  of  any  Company, 
would  be  to  change  the  power  and  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and 
that  His  Majcfty  could  not  aflcnt  to  a  bill  for  fuch  a  purpo^ 
though  it  fhould  even  pafs  the  two  Houfcs  of  Parliament. 

With  refped  to  the  enemies  of  the  Bririfh  Government,  it  had 
two  enemies  in  Ireland,  "  Poverty  and  Ignorance/'  and  ut^leh  it 
can  be  fhewn  that  the  prefent  meafure  will  remove  thefc— will  pre- 
vent  the  repetition  of  thofe  fccnes  of  diftrcfs  which  pafled  in  Ireland 
when  there  were  in  the  city  of  Dublin  alone  1 2,000  labourers,  &c. 
p,ut  of  employment,  living  on  rafpings  of  bread,  or  Harving  with 
their  families-^unlefs  thefc  evils  can  be  ameliorated,  if  not  wholly 
correded  by  a  Union,  I  muft  be  unfriendly  to  the  meafure.  If  the 
people  of  Ireland  be  a6tivc  and  induflriuus  in  every  country  but 
their  own,  iC  muft  be  the  effe£l  of  their  Government.  Firft  remove 
the  caufes  of  their  mifcry,  and  then  invite  them^  if  you  will,  to  a 
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clofer  Union.  Mr.  Arthur  Young  hat  attributed  die  giowA  cS  tbe 
evils  that  render  miferabie  tlie  poor  of  Ireland  to  the  prqgiefa  of 
French  principles^  but  I  am  quite  convineed  the  mifefy  of  that  un- 
fortunate dafs  has  had  its  origin  and  continues  to  increafe  with  the 
exadions  and  impofts  of  their  overgrown  Lords.  [Here  Mr. 
Sheridan  refumed  his  aiguments  and  comments  'on  the  liga- 
ment in  the  pamphlet  above  alluded  to,  which  relates  to  Op^ 
pofition ;  obferving  that  no  appreheniions  of  mifchtef  need  furdy 
be  entertained  from  it,  eipecially  if  a  noble  Marquis  in  another 
place  was  right  in  faying  that  Oppofition  is  no  more.}  Sir,  I 
muft  fay  I  think  that  noble  perfon  might  as  well  have  fpared  oar 
feelings,  ^nd  not  have  cut  his  clumfy  capers  on  our  grave.  He  hat 
faid  he  is  no  party  man.  Sir,  I  blame  no  nuin  for  not  being  a 
party  man,  but  I  refped  too  well  the  memory  of  a  Marquis  of 
Rockingham  ;  I  refpcA  too  well  the  mennory  of  a  Mr.  Buriie ; 
I  alfo  refped  too  well  the  memory  of  thofe  principles  which  fomeof 
the  prefent  members  of  Adminiftration  once  were  pmud  to  avow— 
I  think  I  ought  to  refpeft  myfelf,  though  not  of  much  importance ; 
but  particularly  the  great  and  virtuous  charaAers  with  whom  I  have 
the  honour  to  be  cunncded — I  ought  torefped  all  thofe,  and  each 
tif  them,  too  much  to  join  with  the  noble  Marquis  in  his  death  fong 
over  the  Manes  of  Party.  And,  Sir,  I  hope,  though  at  prefent  dw 
banners  of  Oppofition  be  furled  in  feceflion,  they  will  again  be  dif- 
played,  and  that  its  Members  will  come  forward  and  rally  round 
theConftitution  when  danger  menaces  its  facred  foundations ;  th^ 
they  will  prove  worthy  of  their  principles,  and  of  that  liberty  they 
value  dear,  by  averting  and  defending  the  independence  of  every 
legitimate,  conftitutional  Parliament,  and  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
every  people.  He  concluded  with  moving  the  following  amend- 
ment : — 

*'  At  the  fame  time  to  exprefs  the  furprife  and  deep  regret  with 
which  this  Houfe  now,  for  the  6rft  time,  learns  from  His  Majefty, 
th^t  the  final  adjuftment  which,  upon  His  Majefty's  gracious  recom- 
mendation, took  place  between  the  two  kingdoms  in  the  year  1782, 
and  which,  by  the  declaration  of  the  Parlianients  of  both  countries, 
placed  the  connection  between  them  upon  a  folid  and  permanent 
balls,  has  not  produced  the  efFeds  expeded  from  that  folemn  fettle- 
ment  ;  and  farther,  humbly  to  exprefs  to  His  Majefty,  that  His 
Majefly's  faithful  Commons  having  (Irong  reafon  to  believe  that  it 
is  in  the  contemplation  of  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  to  propofe  a 
Union  of  the  Legiflatures  of  the  two  kingdoms,  notwithftanding  the 
faid  final  and  folemn  adjuftment,  feel  it  to  be  their  bounden  duty, 
impreOed  as  they  are  with  the  moft  ferious  apprehcnfionsof  the  con- 
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fequcnces  of  fuch  a  proceeding  at  this  time,  to  take  the  earlieft  op- 
portunity humbly  to  implore  His  Majefty  not  to  liften  to  the 
cdunfel  of  thofe  who  (hall  advife  or  promote  fuch  a  meafure  at 
the  prefcnt  crifis,  and  under  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the 
empire." 

Mr.  CANNING  rofe  and  faid:— If,  Sir,  my  honourable  friend, 
who  propofed  this  amendment,  had  confined  himfcif  in  his  fpeech 
to  the  fingle  topic  which  He  announced  as  the  main  foui^dation  of 
his  objedions  to  the  addrefs,  that  of  the  impropriety  of  the  time  at 
which  the  fubje£l  of  the  King*s  mefifage  has  been  brought  forward, 
I  (hould  have  felt  that  upon  that  topic  alone  I  m.uft  have  differed 
widely  from  him.  But  I  confefs  that  the  oppoficion  which  I  feel 
myfelf  bound  to  give  t&the  amendment,  refts  equally  on  the  more 
general  grounds  which  my  honourabfe  friend  has  fhted  in  the  courfc 
of  his  fpeech  ;  through  which  I  (hall  endeavour,  tb  the  beft  of  my 
ability,  to  follow  him,  afligning  the  reafons  which  induce  me  to  take 
a  view  of  the  fubjeA  fo  different  from  that  which  he  has  taken. 

Before,  however,  I  proceed  to  notice  the  arguments  upon  which 
the  amendment  is  fupported,  I  will  firft  advert  to  the  principal 
ground  upon  which  is  refted  the  oppolition  to  the  addrefs,  namely, 
the  refolution  entered  ujwn  the  Jgumals  of  the  Houfe  in  1782.  To 
the  fame  Journals  I  beg  leave  to  tcfct  for  the  refutation  of  the  argu- 
ments urged  by  my  Jionourable  friend  ;  and  that  reference  will,  I . 
truft,  completely  do  away  the  ground  upon  which  thofe  arguments 
have  been  built.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  words  ^^  final  adjufi- 
menty*  were  made  ufe  of  in  thofe  refolutibns  ;  btt  if  the  Houfe  will 
but  attend  to  what  followed  in  the  &me  Journals,  they  will  fee  that 
the  refolutions  there  recorded  were  immediately  followed  by  ano- 
ther refolution  evidently  of  a  perfpe6)ive  nature,  which  declared  the 
neccflity  of  eftablifliing  fome  more  permanent  fyftcm,  by  which 
alone  the  tranquillity  and  profperity  of  Ireland  could  remain  unin- 
terrupted, and  continue  to  be  improved.  A  due  attention  to  this 
lad  refolution  mull  undoubtedly  remove  all  imputation  of  Impro- 
priety from  the  meafure  now  propofed,  and  all  charge  of  incon- 
fiftcncy  with  the  former  proceedings  of  the  Houfe.  The  Adjuft- 
ment  which  my  honourable  friend  contends  to  have  been  fo  "  final^^* 
as  to  preclude  all  views  of  farther  arrangement,  apfJears,  at  the  very 
moment  that  it  was  recorded  on  the  Journals  of  Parliament,  to  have 
been  accompanied  by  a  declaration  of  the.opiriion  of  Parliament,  that 
fomething  farther  was  abfolutely  neccffary. 

But  my  honourable  friend  has  laid  great  ftrefs  on  the  impropriety 
and  danger  of  ftiring  fuch  a  queftion  at  a  moment  when  Ireland  is 
dfftradled  and  convulfed,  and  when  the  fate  of  the  whole  Britifli 
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empire  is  expofed  to  a  criiis  of  the  moft  trying  and  perilous  nature. 
The  Hbufe  muft  furcly  remcrxibcr,  and  my  honourable  friend  (hbuld 
recolle£t,  that  for  thefe  three  ycar$  pa(l,  thofc  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  oppofing  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs,  have  repeatedly  been  calling 
for  inquiries  into  the  Aate  of  affairs  in  IrcUnd^  though  fuch  inquiries 
were  not  then  brought  within  the  view  of  the  Houfe  in  any  regular 
mode,  nor  did  they  come  fupportcd  by  any  recommendation  from  the 
Throne.  -  Nay,  in  the  lafl  fcfTion  of  Parliament  it  was  jRated  as  a 
high  contempt  ftiewn  to  the  Houfc,  that  when  His  Majefty  was  fend- 
ing down  a  meflfagc  to  require  of  Parliament  to  enable  His  Majefty 
to  avail  himfelf  qf  the  offers  of  the  Engliih  Militia  regiments  to  ex- 
tend their  fcrvices  to  Ireland  for  the  purpofe  of  quelling  the  rebellion 
then  raging  in  that  country, — it  was  then  ftated  as  a  high  contempt 
of  the  Houff  of  Commons  that  His  Majefty's  melTage,  while  it  re- 
quired this  new  power  from  Parliament,  contained  no  account  of  the 
general  Aate  of  Ireland,  no  detail  of  the  rife  andprogrefs  of  the  Re- 
bellion, no  call  upon  Parliament  to  inquire  how  the  mifchiefs  in 
Ireland  had  been  occafioned,  and  how  they  might  heft  be  cured. 
Gentlemen  theninfiftcd  on  -the  propriety  of  an  inquiry  into  Irifli 
affairs,  and  into  the  caufes  of  the  Rebellion.  Now^  it  fecms,  they 
have  no  ivifli  for  any  inveftigation,  and  all  their  curiofity  has  fub- 
iided.  Perhaps  thcpropofal  of  fuc)i  an  inquiry  might.then  be  fup- 
pofed  to  proceed  from  an  innocent  curiofity  ;*  for  it  may  be  recol- 
lected, that  it  was  then  Hated  in  this  Houfe  as  a  doubtful  queftion, 
*'  Which  were  ihe  Rebels  in  Ireland  r"  But  furdy  it  is  unfair  to 
call  for  a  meffage  at  one  time  as  proper  and  neceffaty,  and  at  ano« 
ther  time,  when  it  comes,  to  objbdl  to  the  moment  as  highly  unfea^ 
fonablc,  and  not  even  fo  much  as  condefccnd  to  take  the  fubjcd  of 
the  melTage  into  confideration.  ., 

And  now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  pofture  of  ailairs  in  Ireland, 
into  an  examination  of  which,  though  I  am  not  at  prelent  difpofed 
minutely  to  enter,  I  muft  nevertlielefs  place  it  in  a  very  different  point 
of  View  from  that  in  vihigh  it  has  been  pidlured  by  my  honourable 
friend.^  Hns  my  honourable  friend  inquired  into  the  ftatc  of  Ire* 
land  fmcc  late  events  have  taken  place — events  which  are  nqw  noto- 
rious, and  cannot  pofllbly  be  difputed  ?  Is  it  not  notorious  that  a 
Rebellion  has  exiftcd,  and  that  it  is  now  clidcked,  though,  'perhaps, 
not  effedlually  quelled  ?  Js  it  not  notorious  that  the  objedl  of  the 
traitorous  machinations  which  gave  rife  to  that  Rebellion  was^not 
any  partial  change  of  men  or  meafurcs,  but  a  total  fubveriion  of  the 
exifting  Government  and  Conftitution  of  the  country,  and  the  com- 
plcte  deftruflion  of  all  connexion  bei^^ecn  the  Sifter  Kingdom  and 
Great  Britain  f     And,  finally,  is  it  not  notorious,  riot  only  from 
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the  vcrdiA  of  the  Irifli  Juries  (into  a  comp^rlfon  between  the^utho- 
xity  of  whofe  verdift,  with  that  of  the  vcrJi(5ts  of  acquittal  of  Engliih, 
Juries  fo  emphatically  commended  by  my  honoi'jabk.  friend,  I  ^vi!l 
.not  enter — but  will  rather  refer  to  other  authorities,   vhich  will, 
perhaps,  b^ut   (how  what  authority  thefe  vcrdi(f^s  of  acquittal  can 
claim)  authorities  which  can  leave  no  doubt  in   the  mind  of  any 
impartial  man — which  may,  perhaps,  fliow  that  legal  acquittal  is 
rot  always  a  proof  of  moral  innocence,  not  only,  Sir,   from   the 
vcrdidls  of  Irifh  Juries,  but  from  the  avowals  and  confcflions  of  tl:c 
traitors  themfelvcs ;  is  it  not  notorious  that  confpiracie&  have  ex- 
iftcd  in  Ireland,  which  not  only  went  to  fap  the  foundations  f:)f  the 
Conftitution  in  Ireland,  but  which  were  moft  pointedly  diftinguiflicd 
by  an  attempt  to  efFcft  a  total  feparation  of  that  country  from  the 
Britifli  empire?     Confpiraeies,   not  for  Catholic  Emancipation  — 
Jlot  for  Parliamentary  Reform — but  for  the  total  fubvcrfion  of  ail 
Government,  and  for  the  complete  feparation  of  the  two  countries  ? 
Is  it 'then  poflible  to  know  all  thefe  circumftanccs,  and  not  to  fed 
how  deeply  interefted  Great  Britain  is  in  the  fate  of  Ireland  ;  or, 
is  it  poffible  that  to  avowals-  thus  made  by  the  felf-convi<£ted  trai* 
tors,  not  in  recantation  of  paft  errors,  but"  wfth  a  determination  to 
perfift  in  them— avowals  made,  not  in  intreaty  for  pardon  for  the 
evils  they  have  done,  but  in- regret  for  what  they  have  left  undone  ; 
to  avowals  of  a  defign  that  would  have  laid  in  alhes  the  pride  of  that 
capital,  for  whofe  profperity  and  pre-eminence  fuch  anxious  alarms 
arc  now   expreffed  :    to  avowals,  that  though   their  abominable 
fchemes  have  been  deteQed,  they  are  not  as  yet  defeased  ;  ^o  avow- 
als that,  though  the  firft  fruits  of  their  labours  were  loft,  their  hope 
ftill  furvived  that  lofs  ;  to  fiich  avowals  I  muft  aflc,  is  it  poffible  to 
refufc  credit  ?     After  the  detedKon,  therefore,  of  thefe  deep  and 
damned  plots,  is  it  not  expedient,  nay  a  thing  of  urgent  necefTity,  to 
examine  into  and  adopt  the  moft  efFcd^ual  means  of  counteradiing 
the  pernicious  confequences  that  may  ftill  flow  fron^them — confe- 
quences  that  notronly  afFedi  the  continuance  of  tlie  connc<5Hon  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  but  which  deeply  ftrikp  at  the  proft>erity 
and  very  exiftcnce  of  both  ?     When  fuch  ftrong-^nd  obvious  rea- 
fons  evidently  exift  for  entering  into  an  inveftigation  of  thefe  means, 
were  that  inveftigation  'even  to  be  pn>pofed   only  by  a  fimpic  mdivi- 
dual  of  this  Houfc,  would  it  not  have  been  more  proper  and  decorous 
to  point  out  forae  other  plan  that  might  appear  equally  tc alible -and 
eflTcdual,  or,  at  leaft,  to  hear  what  was  the  nature  of  the  plan  to  be 
propofed,  rather  than  pafs  it  over  with  contempt  ?  and  coming,  m 
it  now  docs,  from  the  higheft  authority,  car>  we  reje6t  it  in  a  man- 
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nor  which  could  fcarcely  be  praflifed  with  regard  to  the  ma^  trivial 
and  ordinary  motion  that  could  be  ipade  in  this  Houfe  i 

^  I  am,  however,  far  from  being  difpofed  to  deny  that  the  condud 
of  my  honourable  friend  proceeds  from  the  dilates  of  true  patrio- 
tifm»  from  a  fincere  and  anxious  regard  for  what  he  conceives  to  be 
the  intereft  of  Ireland.  I,  Sir,  though  not  fo  nearly  conneded 
with  that  country,  Aifl  feel  the  mod  ardent  xeal  for  its  interefts 
and  happinefs :  but,  in  my  opinion  it  would  have  been  more  con- 
fiftcnt,  not  only  with  the  love  which  my  honourable  friend  profeflfes 
for  his  native  country,  but  alfo  more  rcconcileable  with  the  duty 
which  he  owes  bo^h  to  that  and  to  this  country,  to  point  out.  what 
might^have  efcaped  His  Majelty's  Minifters  in  their  earned  endea* 
vours  to  hit  upon  fome  cfFeflual  remedy  for  the  evils  that  con- 
fefledly  exid  in  Ireland,  or,  at  lead,  to  have  waited  in  the  iirft  in- 
dance,  to  know  what  are  the  particulars  of  that  meafure,  which  he  is 
fb  anxious  the  Houfe  diould  regret  without  hearing.  My  honourable 
friend  and  the  Houfe  mud  farcly  feel  witli  how  much  anxiety  tbqr 
ought  to  look  towards  Ireland.  The  objed  is,  indeed,  mod  im- 
portant ;  it  is  not  the  making  of  a  provincial  regulation,  not  the  ad- 
judingstn  internal  difference,'  not  the  arrangement  of  a  plan  for  the 
1)alancing  of  parties-— the  objc£l  is  nothing  Tefs  than  to  fecurc  Ire- 
land to  us  and  to  herfclf,  and  thereby  to  promote  the  happinefs.  and 
fecurity  of  the  whole  empire. 

In  default,  then,  of  any  plan  which  my  honourable  friend's  faga- 
city  might  devife,  I  mud  look  to  thecoUeded  fenfe  of  Ireland  it- 
Jelf,  and  fee  ^hat  are  the  opinions  on  this  important  fubjed,  enter- 
tained by  thofe  of  that  country  who  are  acknowledged  to  be  the  mod 
enlightened  and  bed  indruAed,  and  who  are  mod  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  all  its  intercds,  both  local  and  general.  If  thefe 
opinions  were  confplted  and  colleded,  I  do  not  hefitate  to  afiert  that 
they  will  be  found  to  favour  the  meafure  now  in  contemplation,  and 
to  pronounce  if  by  far  the  lead  objedionable  that  could  be  devifed  ; 
and  here,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  difclaim  any  intention  of  availing  my- 
felf  of  what  my  honourable  friend  has  reprefented  to  be  the  amb^ 
guous  and  equivocal  wording  of  His  Majedy's  medage-^and  to  de- 
clare plainly  and  fairly,  that. the  meafure,  which  I  undcrdand  to  be 
recommended  for  your  confidcration,  is  no  other  than  an  Incorpora- 
ting Legiflative  Union  between  the  two  kingdoms.  In  recommend- 
ing then  to  the  Houfe  to  take  this  meafure.  of  an  Union  into  their 
modTcrious  condderatioA,  I  fhould  even  be  willing  to  put  the  Re- 
bellion out  of  the  quedion.  Rebellion  can  only  b<  put  down  by 
force.  But  by  what  means  are  the  agitations  to  be  allayed,  and  the 
difcords  that  rend  that  unhappy  country  to  be  filenced  or  reconciled  i 
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Tfaefe  party  difcords  are  well  defcribcd  in  a  pamphlet  which  my  ho- 
nourable friend  has  thought  proper  to  treat  with  much  harihnefs, 
and  which  he  attributes  to  an  honourable  Member  of  the  Iri(h  Ad- 
miniftration.  My  honourable  frici)d  has  treated  as  abfurd  the  argu- 
0)ents  confained  in  this  work  that  the  Union  might  be  advantagepus 
in  an  equal  degree  to  oppolite  feats,  and  hoftile  interefts.  For  my 
party  Sir,  I  confefs  I  can  fee  nothing  abfurd  in  the  argument.  It 
feems  tome  not  only  poflible,  but  highly  probable  that  both  ProteAant 
and  Catholic  might  gain  by  an  arrangement  which  would  gratify 
the  ambition  of  the  one,  without  endangering  the  fafety  of  the 
other.  That  fuch  could  be  the  tSt6k  of  an  Union,  or  rather  that 
fuch  is  expeded  and  acknowledged  to  be  the  probable  cSk&  of  it, 
I  am  warranted  in  concluding  by  reference  to  the  different  claims 
and  objedions  upon  which  the,  Catholics  and  Protedants  ftand  op> 
pofed  to  each  other  at  prefent.  I  prefer  arguing  from  what  each 
party 'has  faid  for  itfelf,  to  ftaring  any  opinion  of  my  own,  as  to  the 
prepriety  or  expediency  of  giving  or  withholding  what  remains  to  he 
given  to  the  Catholics,  while  Ireland  continues  feparate  from  Great 
Britain.  For  the  opinion  of  the  ProteAant  party  on  this  head,  I 
will  beg  permiflion  to  quote  a  gentleman,  a  warm  advocate  for  tb^ 
Protcftant  Afcendancy,  whofe  book  I  have  lately  read  with  more 
pleafure  and  more  inftrudion  than  any  other  that  has  been  pub* 
lifted  upon  the  fubjed  of  Ireland.  I  (peak.  Sir,  of  the  ability  and 
ingenuity  of  the  work.  I  beg  to  be  undcrftood  as  giving  no  opi- 
nion upon  the  queflions  argued  in  it.  The  gentleman  to  whom  I 
refer,  is  Dr..  Duigenan.  This  gentleman's  book,  in  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Grattan,  contains,  in  my  mind,  the  mod  complete  fiatement  of  the 
caufes  and  nature  of  the  prefect  diAradions  of  Ireland.  >  It  is  not 
only  a  very  ingenious  but  a  very  learned  work,  (if  that  were  any 
farther  recommendation  to  it), '  it  more  complete  ly  demoliihes  his 
antagonift,  thai)  any  controveriial  work  that  I  remember  ever  to.  have 
icad.  I  quote  Dr.  Duigenan's  work  with  the  lefs  prejudice,  as  he 
is  one  of  the  few  perfbns  who  had  written  upon  the  fubjed  of  Irifli 
aflairs  of  late  without  giving  a  diAindi  opinion  for  or  againft  an 
Union. 

Dr.  Duigenan  is  v^ell  known  to  be  decidedly  h«Aile  to  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  Catholics  ;-  he  infiAs  upon  the  neceffity  of  their  con- 
tinued exclufion  from  a  (bare  in  the  Lcgiflature,  or  in  any  of  the 
great  offices  of  the  State  from  which  they  arc  at  prefent  excluded,  but 
cohfeiTea  at  the  fame  time  that  that  neceflity  of  exclufion  would  be 
done  away  by  the  adoptir)n  of  feme  plan  fnnilar  to  that  propofed  in 
His  MajeAy's  moA  gracious  meflagc.  He  Aates  it  as  an  unavoid- 
able alternative,  either  that  fuch  a  plan— \that  is,  a  plan  of  Union 
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muft  be  adopted,  or  that  fome  other  muft  be  devifed  for  the  fortifi- 
cation of  the  Proteftant^afcendancy. 

This  fortification  Dr.  Duigenan  would  fain  build  on  the.  re- 
ena£lntient  of  the  Popery  Code  ;  but  he  admits  that  this  would  be 
DnneceiTary  in  cafe  of  an  Union  between  the  two  countries.  Ac- 
cording to  him  one  or  other  of  thefe  alternatives  mud  be  adopted. 
Here,  therefore,  we  have  the  creed  of  the  Proteftaht  party ;  it  ap- 
pears that  they  are  willing  to  adopt  an  Union,  or  in  failure  of  it,  to 
continue  a  ftruggle  for  every  thing  that  was  dear  to  them  ia  rights 
and  pre-eminence,  and  in  religion. 

Afk  now  the  other,  the  Catholic  party,  and  what  is  their  anfwer  r 
Why,  **  let  us  have  a  Union,  or  a  continued  ftrugglc  for  that  which 
you  have  hitherto  denied  us,  viz.  a  repeal  of  the  remainder  of  the 
Penal  Code."  Here,  then,  are  two  parties  in  oppofition  to  each 
other,  who  agree  in  one  common  opinion.  And  furely  if  any  mid- 
dle term  can  be  found  to  aiTuage  their  animofities  and  to  heal  their 
difcords,  and  reconcile  their  jarring  intercfts,  it  (hould  be  eagerly 
and  inftantly  feized  and  applied.  That  an  Union  is  that  middle 
term,  appears  theipore  probable  w^hen  we  recolleft  that  the  Popery 
Code  took  its  rife  after  a  propofal  for  an  Union ;  which  propofal 
came  from  Ireland,  but  which  was  rejed^ed  by  the  Briufh  Govern- 
ment. This  rcjediion  produced  the  Popery  Code.  If  an  Union 
were  therefore  acceded  to,  the  re-adqption  of  the  Popery  Code  would 
be  unneceffary*  If  it  was  in  confequcnce  of  the  rejeflion  of  an 
Union,  at  a  former  period,  that  the  laws  againft  Popery  were 
cnadied,  it  is  fair  to  conclude,  that  an  Union  would  render  a 
fimilar  code  unneceflary ;  that  an  Union  would  fatisfy  the  friends 
of  the  Protcftant  afcendancy,  without  pafllng  laws  againfl  the  Ca* 
tholics,  and  without  maintaining  thofe  which  are  yet  in  force. 
Unlcfs,  then,  fome  plan  lefs  liable  to  thefe  obje£ltons  is  fuggefted, 
and  better  calculated  to  remedy  the  exifting  difeafes  of  Ireland,  there 
is  a  prefumption  in  fa-vour  of  *  that  which  perfons  beft  acquainted 
with  the  intercfts  of  Ireland,  and  beft  informed  rcfpefling  the  con- 
tentions that  now  didurb  its  internal  tranquillity,  are  inclined  to 
countenance  and  adopt. 

But  then  it  is  contended,  there  is  fomething  in  the  prefeht  crifis 
which  render  this  an  improper  period  to  propofe  this  meafure.  This 
furely  is  Grange  reafoni'ng.  If  an  Union  would  quiet  the  agitation 
of  that  country,  and  reftorc  it  to  reft,  why  (hould  we  wait  till  the 
ftruggle  was  over  before  we  adminifter  the  remedy  ?  Surely,  if 
two  combatants  could  be  parted,  it  ^ould  be  wrong  t4  poftpone  the 
interference  till  the  battle  was  over. '  Some  gentlemen,  indeed,  are 
fo  fojid  of  a  boxing  match,  that  they  had  rather  fee  it  fought  out. 
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than  that  the  parties  (hould  be  fcparated ;  but  when  it  is  recolleded 
that  the  parties  in  this  conted  are  two  great  national  divifions^  and 
that  the  prize  they  are  contending  for  is  the  exiftenceof  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  conne£lion  between  the  two  Countries,  it  furely  muft 
be  a  raft)  fondnefs  for  the  fport/  that  would  delay  for  a  moment  the 
plan  of  interference  and  reconciliation.  What  elfe  is  there<  in  the 
circumftances  of  the  prefent  time  which  renders  the  meafure  inrv* 
proper  ?  It  cannot  be  that  the  continued  efforts  of  France  for  the 
fubjugation  of  Ireland  have  been  deteSed  and  defeated  ;<— becaufe 
"*  whatever  delicacy  there  might  exift  in  interfering  between  two 
national  parties,  there  can  be  none  in  preferving  Ireland  from 
France. 

It  is  (KU  the  avowed  delign  of  France  to  attempt  sgi  invafion  of 
Ireland,  and  to  complete  a  feparation  of  it  from  Great  Britain  ;  and 
furely  my  honourable  friend  is  not  difpofed  to  bar  any  thiag*  that 
^ay  effeduaUy  interfere  between  France  and  her  intended  prey  r  Is 
he  for  waiting  till  France  (hall  fit  out  another  fleet,  and  difembark 
another  army  in  Ireland,  to  meet  with  the  fame  fate  that  attended 
her  former  rafhnefs  and  audacity,  before  he  would  en(}eavour  to  re- 
concile and  unite  all  parties ;  and  thus  confolidate  the  interefts  and 
the  refources,  and  the  Hrength  of  the  whole  empire  ?  But  fomething 
is  infinuated  of  the  deliberations  of  Ireland  being  influenced  and 
intimidated  by  the  armed  force  now  in  the  country. 

My  honourable  friend  has  ftrongly  infixed  upon  the  intimidation 
which  the  prefcnce  of  that  armed  force  is  likely  to  imprefs  on  the 
public  mind  in  Ireland.  It  is  by  promoting  fuch  an  Union  of  in- 
terefts  and  affed^ions,  as  this  meafure  will  enfure  that  we  may  hope 
to  remove  the  ncccflity  of  keeping  a -large  armed  force  in  Ireland  ; 
and  by  removing  that  necelTity,  my  honourable  friend  would  remove 
.  one  of  the  objeds  of  his  own  cenfure  and  complaint. 

But,  in  truth,  the  cfFeSs  of  that  intimidation  which  my  honour- 
able friend  fo  much  apprehended,  are  not  eafy  to  difcover  ;  it  furely 
does  not  feem  to  affedl  either  the  liberty  of  fpeech,  ot  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs  ;  both  of  which  have  been  pretty  freely  indulged  in  on  the 
prefent  fubjedt.  Every  gentleman,  I  believe,  is  acquainted  with  the 
circumftance  bf  fevcral  perfons  in  Ireland  having  declared  their  fen- 
ttments  on  the  fubjedt  freely,  and  without  any  appearance  of  being 
intimidated  by  an  armed  .force.  A  very  refpcflable  gentleman  in 
'Ireland,' who  fills  the  fame  fituation  which  you.  Sir,  fill  in  this 
country  with  fo  milch  credit,  and  fo  much  advantage  to  this  Houfe 
and  to  the  Public,  lias  availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  of  deliver- 
ing thofe  (entiments  out  of  doors  which  he  could  not  do  within,  in  a 
cnanncr  that  does  not,  favour  of  intimida^on  on  om  dde  of  the 
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gueftion  tt  leaft.  But  God  forbid  that  fudi  intimidatbn  ftioQid 
prevail.  It.b  natural,  indeed,  that  Dublin,  under  the  influeneeof 
the  firft  impireflion,  and  of  the  firft  ardour  that  ban  been  kindled  by 
the  agitation  of  a  queftion  fo  materially  involving  its  pecaliar  in« 
terefts,  ihould  be  warm,  if  not  intemperate,  in  the  expreflidn  of  its 
fentiments.  Dublin  is  as  yet  loud  in  its  reprobation  of  the  mea* 
fure ;'  but  other  places  of  note  and  celebrity  in  Ireland,  places  Chat 
(land  as  high  in  commercial  importance,  are  on  the  contrary  as  for- 
Tvard  in  bellowing  upon  it  their  moft  marked  and  decided  ap* 
'probation.       • 

There  is  one 'topic  in  the  fpecch  of  my  honourable  /riend  which 
has  ftruck  me  with  no  fmall  furprife,  and  that  is,  the  panegyric 
which  h^  delivered  upon  the  vigilance  and  rcfolution  evinced  by  the 
Irifh  Parliament  in  deteding  the  late  confpiracy,  and  in  crufliing 
the  late  Rebellion.  Such  compliments  to  the  Irifh  Parliament, 
'from  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  I  was  not  prepired  to  expe6t,  much 
\t{%  was  prepared  to  hear  that  the  armed  force  in  Ireland  was  to  be 
employed  to  overawe  the  proceedings  of  a  Parliament,  to  whofe  vigi-^ 
lanee  and  adtiyity  eo- operating  with,  and  watching  over  the  em- 
ployment of  that  very  force,  for  Tome  months  pad,  I  am  ready  to 
fay  that  the^falvation  of  Ireland  is  to  be  afcribed.  Is  it  then  the  Par-* 
liament  in  Ireland  that  Englifh  foldiers  are  to  coerce  and  te(hain  ? 
A  Parliament  fully  armed  with  every  cohflitutional  power  to  cotttrol 
that  or  any  other  army  ?  Thefe,  Sir,  are  infinuations  againft  which  I 
muft  loudly  and  pointedly  pmteft.  They  are  infinuations  which, 
if  not  timely  met  and  refuted,  when  they  get  abroad,  would  aflume 
the  form  of  broad  aflertions  ;  and  I  (hould  be  now  glad  to  hear  if 
there  Js  any  man  in  this  Houfe,  or  out  of  it,  who  will  take  upon  him- 
felf  to  aflcrt,  that  the  Iri(h  Parliament  is  to  debate  under  the  imme- 
diate inrimidationof  Englifh  troops? 

Is  there  a  man  in  exilience  who  believes,  thatif  fuch  an  intimi- 
dation was  attempted,  the  Irith  Parliament,  with  the  powers  which 
the  Conftitution  has  Veftcd  in  their  hands,  would  proceed  to  difcufe 
a  queflion  under  the  terror  of  an  armed  force. 

But,  Sir,  my  honourable  friend  wandered  from  the  limits  to 
which  he  promifcd  to  confine  his  obfcrvations,  when  he  thought 
himiclf  at  liberty  fo  compare  the  incorporation  of  the  two  Lcgifla- 
turcs,  with  the  incorporations  nwde  by  France  for  the  farther  ag- 
grandifemenrof  her  already  gigantic  dominions^  In  what  poflible 
point  of  view  c;in  fuch  a  comparifon  be  inftituted  between  the  con- 
ducSV  of  the  twoxrountries  ?  Docs  France  attempt  to  incorporate 
other  coumrtes  for  the  purpofc  of  extending  their  common  commer- 
cial intcrcfts  ?  Or  have  thfe  French  been  the  authors,  not  of  contii- 
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butionsr  and  cohfiications^  but  of  means  of  We^th  ^d  profperity  to 
the  incorporated  countries  I  And  hai^e  they  only  required  of  thcnfi  'to 
bear  a  common  (hare  in  common  terms,  for  the  defence  and  ad-* 
vancement  of  a  common  caufe  ?  Do  the  countries  which  they  en- 
deavour to  incorporate,  refemble  France  jn  cbnftitution  and  in  law  ? 
Do  they  contain  perfons  who  fpcak  the  fame  language,  who  are 
attached  to  the  fame  cuftoms,  who  are  linked  together  by  the  ties  of 
affinity  and  blood  ?  If  not,  where  is  the  comparifon  between  the 
flateof  the  countries  which  France  has  chofe  to  incorporate,  and  that 
which  exifts  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland?  Where  is  the 
analogy  between  fuch  difcordant  connedlions,  and  one  between  two 
countries  united  already  by  the  ciofeft  ties  of  friend(hip,  by  blood, 
by  the  fame  fpecies  of  Government,  both  obeying  the  fame  Sovereigfit 
and  enjoying  the  fame  Conftitutbn  ? 

Is  there  any  Iri(h  Proteftant,  however  anxious  and  appfehenRve 
of  any  interference  on  the  part^of  Great  Britain,  which  might  (hake 
what  thqrcoafidered  08  the  only  fure  foundations  of  the  Proteflant 
afcendancy  ; — is  there  any  Iri(h  Gatholic,-^howevcr  galled  and 
angry  at  the  exdiifioir  of  his  feat  from  Parliament,  and  from  a  few 
offices  of  public  truft,-^however  anxious  for  Catholic  EmariCipa-t' 
tton  (as  it  i^  called)*- who  found  on  thefe^  their  partial  grievances 
and  general  didike  to  the  Briti(h  Conftitution?  Have  we  as  yet 
found  thofe  w^o  would  tell  us,  **  Take  away  your  boafted  Conftitu* 
**  tion  }  It  ddes*not  fpeak  our  language  ;  it  is  not  congenial  to  our 
**  invetttiate  kabtis  ;  it  does  not  accord  with  the  ufual  tone  of  our 
**  feelings}"  No;  none,  undoubtedly, except  thofe  of  whom  I 
am  loath  tofpeak  as  part  of  the  Pec^le^of  Ireland,  thetraitdrs,  who 
have  attempted  'the  liibverBon  of  that-  Coqftitution  which  we 
cherilh,  and  a  diflblution  of  that  conneflion  on  which  depend  the 
fafety,  the  interdfts,  the  profperity,'  and  the  exii^ence  of  the  two 
kingdontt.  ' 

The  nio(tilrenuou9  friends  of  reform  in  Ireland  have  frequently 
faid,  that  they  wanted  only  to  be  brought  nearer  t^  the^perfei^ion  of 
England ;.  and  deiired  that  they  might  enjoy  the  fubftantial  bicflings 
of  the  Confiinitum  ;  that  th^  might'  he  bl^(t^  not  with  a  mock 
fplendor -under  which  diey  could  neither  enjoy  fecurity,  nor  thrive 
in  pnoiperity,  but  the  realv  infpiriting,  and  enUvening  fun-dune  of 
£ngU(h  liberty.  Iceland,  they.  know,  and  feel.  Would,  ^indeed,  be 
the  paradi(c  of  real  bleffings,  if<  Britifh  connexion' could  be  ex- 
tended there  in*  a  ^pnnner  which  fiiig^t  bring  abqut  a  rcfemblance 
between  the  (ituatkin  of '  the  people  there'  and  inr  tli^s  ccttntry. 
i  But  amdng  all-i&6fe|ic<lptc  whomnhe  Foench  had^'.fucked  into 
the  vortex  of  th0tr:de%i^fiiT,  waa  ther&  one  Yf\p  wi(hed  for  the' 
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CofiftiWim  o6Smd  to  chcm }     DM  thp  poopk  of  FkidiiMnl»  fcr 
inftaiKe»  CcU  them,  <'  Wc  love  your  libPilj  mm!  your  oqnAituciQn  ; 
let  ui  fiwrc  the  bl«ffings  of  both  i"  did  tbcy  bjf  **  We  tre  ttredof 
i  King  ;  give  ua^our  Five  DireSum^wt  diflike  the  enfigm  of 
Royalty  <— give  os  «  tri-colourcd  cockade ;  we  diflike  our  Govem- 
fDeot ;  take  away  oujr  King,  his  family,  and  AoTe  friends  who  have 
fupported  him,  atnd  who  woudd  have  prompted  him  to  exertion:'* 
No ;  the  People  of  Piedmont  have  faid  no  fucfa  thing. .  Let  dK 
Houfe  but  reooUeA  what  paffed  in  Piedmont,  in  the  bft  ad  of  die 
dreadful  tragedy  the  French  had  perfbcmed  in  that  0QUDtry-->a  be- 
loved Monarch,  fer  no  crime  agaiaft  bii  People  (to  ufe  the  cant  of 
modern  Rcpublicanifm},  far  no  breach  ot  fidtb  with  his  new  Altiea, 
wa$  igoominioufly  driven  from  hie  dominions,  fer  no  other  reafion 
than  becaufe  the  French  wanted  Piedmont  for  a  retreat  fiw  tfacir 
army  in  cafe  it  fliould  be  eompelled  to  retreat  ftom  Italy*     The 
unhapnr  Monaieh,  as  the  laft  degradation  of  human  ta£uny»  was 
obliged,  ojikis  huis^  to  beg  the  French  to  kt  Mm  iAt  hb  Bncber 
[tbe  Due  d'Aofte]  wid)  him,  whom  the  French  wanted  to  keep  as  a 
pledge  for.  bis  goodcokiduft.    Good  God !  tn  aik  a  pledge  for  his 
f09d  ^ywdudl,  after  they  haddeiven  hhn  from  hb  dominkxis,  and 
fonoed  htm,  poori  powerlefa,  and  dreaded,  to  feck  cefuge  in  Sardinia 
•-<-to  compel  a  Soveieigin  who  had  been  gt^ty  of  no.  oflfaKQ,  to  - 
God  or  eaao,  to  grovel  on  his  knees,  and  fupplioate  for  mercy  and 
compaffion  at  the  bloody  hands  of  the  Agents  of  the  Oitieftory !  Let 
the  Houfe  confider  of  this  fcene,  and  then  let  them  paonoonce  whe- 
ther, whatever  be  die  refnlt  of  this  queition^  it  was  cand|d  to  treat 
if  in  fuch  a  roanoer,  to  compare  the  difouflTum  of  two  (roc  and  hv 
depondcm  Stales,  upon  a  plan  calculated  far  thdr  miittial  benefit^ 
with  the  unptecedented  tyranny  of  Fianoe. 

la  ono  view,  indeed,  Sb^  the  incorporations  o£  Franee  oug^eo 
be  wholly  out  of  our  confideratton.  It  is  upon  a  juft  and  founded 
appbhcnfion  of  the  dcfigns  of  France  upon'  keland,  that  His  Ma- 
je(ly  has.  called  upon  the  Parliamont  of  both  kingdoms  to  devifo 
the  means  of  giving  additiooaL  Arcog(h  and  folidtty  to  that  part  of 
the  empire,  which  at  prefent  is  Tpoft  open  to  attack^  and  of  commo- 
aieating  to  Iceland  in  the  fuUeft  manncrv  the  power,  fbc  vigour^ 
:ind  the  ftability  of  Great  Britain.  If  l«dand  obnoufljr  is  9at  in  a 
Qondition  to  defend  itfelf  againft  the  tbreatened  attadit  of  forcsga 
power,  and  cmfequcntly  ftanda  in  need  of  the  affiBance.o£  Great 
Britain,  it  is  a  quedkm  oertaioiy  of  feriooa  ioiportanoe,  whetfaes 
that  afliifaince  may  not  be  heft.gtvcai  fay  an  incorpoiatibftrdf  the  tuo 
countries*  The  meafure,  however,  is  not  freoBAA^Godifoalud  diat 
iJ^ <bould  be. fo«oe4«-*upQD  Irelaad ;  butgivcnfor^ 
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tx  the  mmatt  and  ddltaeMe  jodgeimMif  of  <kt  IrKh  Parlitotenri 
who  adotfie  are  eowipdcm  finally  fo  rejed  or  fo  adopt  if.-«^B^  it| 
hmrever,  dor  ooAfdadon^  at  leaft^  if  moft  unhappily  for  Ireland^ 
moft  unhappily  ibr  the  em^,  the  meafore  fliould  not  be  adopted^ 
that  the  Britilh  Parlnmenf  has  done  its  part  towards  calrrying  it  info 
«ftA«— the  reeommendirion  of  the  common  Sovereign  of  botff 
eoamritSf  towards  knitting  together  under  this  paternal  Govern*' 
anentv  the  disjointed  members  of  this  mighty  ernpire— -mighty  eVen 
in  its  prefent  ftate— but  when  hiiepanbly  united  in  all  its  patts» 
Kkely  to  become  invindble,  if  not  unaffailable. 

For  we  are  to  remember,  that  it  is  not  the  local  or  military  Weak-* 
neft  alone  of  Ireland  that  has  marked  her  out  as  a  prey  to  the  arms 
and  intrigues  of  our  enemy.  Do  not  let  us  think,  that  if  we  refcoe 
Ittland  from  fubjugation  by  thofe  arms^  and  from  fubvcrlion  by 
diofe  intrigues,  by  the  meafure  at  prefent  under  our  contemplation, 
we  are  adopting  a  remedy  difpropordbned  to  the  danger,  or  ereAing 
permanent  fortifications  againft  an  attack  that' is  but  temporary,  and 
may  be  folt  no  more. 

Much  as  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  confidering  the  nature  of 
the  French  Revolution,  and  painfully  as  it  has  been  brought  home 
to  our  minds  and  feelings,  by  the  experience  of  thofe  tremendous 
calamities  which  have  been  occafioned  by  it  throughout  the  nations 
which  furround  utf— little,  indeed,  have  we  been  benefited  by  the 
escperience  of  the  fufierings  of  others ;  and  imperfe£l,  indeed,  has 
been  our  confiderations  of  their  nature  and  extent^— if  we  have  not 
been  taught  that  the  moral  influence  of  the  French  Revolution  is 
not  likely  fpeedily  to  pafs  away-— that  even  if  we  could  fuppofe 
peace  to  be  reftored  to  Europe,  and  the  Kingdoms  whofe  heads  have 
been  bound  by  the  ftorm,  or  even  the  States  whfch  it  has  torn  up 
by  the  roots,  to  be  replaced  in  their  former  political  fituation— •evert 
tmder  this  fuppofitton  (improbable  enough  God  knows)  the  latent 
mifchief,  the  principle  of  future  convulfions  in  the  moral  and  poli- 
tical world,  would  remain.  Where  is  the  country,  whofe  ftate  of 
Ibciety  is  more  adapted  to  leceiV  and  cheriih,  and  mature  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  French  Revolution— prindples  which  go  to  array  the 
phyfical  force  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  againft  the  educated 
and  governing  parts  of  the  community,  to  arm  poverty  againft- pro- 
perty, labour  againft  privilege,  and  each  clafs  of  life  againft  its  fu» 
perior,  than  a  country  like  Ireland,  where  the  inhabitants  are  in 
general  poor  and  uncivilized,  and  where  religious  diftinAions  pre- 
vail to  fuch  an  extent  ?  In  fuch  a  country  the  feeds  of  the  French 
Revolution  muft  be  fown  deep  indeed !  It  is  not,  I  am  afraid,  the 
a£(  of  a  day  or  a  year  which  will  deftroy  its  liancful  influence*    The 
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Government  of  France  knoW)  that  wherever  thdr  prmdpletf  arct 
fcatteredy  it  will  be  difficult  to  eradicate  them ;  they  know^tbatdieic 
had  taken  root  in  Ireland.  Is  it  not  then  likely  that  they  will  ^<- 
tempt  to  fbfter  and  fupport  then)  ?  It  is  to  put  an  end  to  i;hc^ 
hopes  of  our  enemies-^it  is  to  put  Ireland  out  of  danger,  both  from 
forcfign  attack  an^i  domedic  difturhancc  and  difiradion^^t  is,  in 
every  point  of  view,  to  ameliorate  her  condittQn  that  this  meafore 
is  propofed.  A  meafure,  the  neceffity  of  which,  arifing  from  the 
caufes  which  I  have  dated,  argues,  however,  no  blame  to  the 
People,  or  to  the  Governmept  of  Ireland.  The  fault  is  in  the 
nature  of  things :  in  the  prefent  difpolttion  of  property,  and  divifioii 
of  the  clafles  of  fociety  iq  that  country.  They  want  commerce, 
they  want  capital,  they  want  a  generally  diflfufed  fpirit  of  indoftry 
and  order  ;  they  want  tho^  clafles  of  men  ^ho  conned  the  upper, 
and  lower  orders  of  fociety,  and  who  thereby  blend  together  and  har-r 
monize  the  whole.  But  it  is  not  an  a<St  of  Parliament  that  would 
cHTed)  thefe  great  <  and  beneficial  objects  ;  no,  it  is  only  by  a  con- 
ne(5lion  with  a  country  which  has  capital,  which  has  commeicej 
which  has  that  middle  clafs  of  men,  of  whom  ikill  and  enterprize, 
and  fober  orderly  habits,  are  the  peculiar  charaderiAics ;  it  is  by 
fuch  a  conned^ion  alone,  diffufmg  thefe  bleffings,  difFufmg  the  means 
of  wealth,  and  the  example  and  encouragement  of  induftry  through- 
out the  Sider  Kingdom,  it  is  by  fuch  a  conneflion  that  fo  great  and 
beneficial  a  change  mufl  be  c(Fc£)ed«  We  have  fecn  partial  remc* 
dies  tried -^  but,  as  might  be  expeded,  with  partial  fuccefs.  We 
have  fecn  Manufadlurcs  flouridi — but  the  Cottage,  which  borders 
on  the  Manufadltory,  remaining  in  wrctchedncfs.  There  remains 
one  great  experiment  to  be  tried.  If  from  the  concurrent  tedimony 
of  oppofite  feds  and  parties,  we  are  warranted  in  believing,  that  it. 
may  be  made  with  advantnge  to  all,  if  in  addition  to  the  immediate 
fafcty  of  Ireland,  and  the  drengrhcning  of  the  empire,  it  promife  lo^ 
produce  in  the  interior  of  that  country  confcquences  fo  beneficial  to 
its  internal  profperity  and  happinefs — furely  we  have  heard  no  ar- 
gumcnis  to-night  which  ought  to  prevent  the  Houfe  from  entering 
LI  J' on  a  diroijffion  of  tiic  lubjccil. 

I  trail  that  no  \\^ch  arguments  will  prevent  the  fubjedl  frOm  being* 
tliioulTed  with  the  fame  temper,  the  fame  views,  and  the  fame 
anxiety,  to  bring  ir  to^  happy  conclufion  in  Ireland.  My  honour- 
able friend  has,  indeed,  dated,  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  propofing 
this  fubjcci  in  Ireland,  that,  befides  foice,  other  means  had  been 
recurred  to.  Government  has  done  that  which  feems  to  my  ho- 
nourable friend  mod  alarming,  mod  horrible — they  have  adually 
turned  a  gentleman  out  cfliis  office.     My  honourable  friend  predei 
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lis  aigaiHetiT  ^tif  ftrongly,  and  feems  to  think  it  miift  have  a  great 
dib£k  upon  us  wfio  fit  on  this  bench  to  talk  of  turning  a  man  out  of 
office.  But  whaty  in  fad,  does  the  whole  argument  amount  to  ? 
Sir  John  Pamelly  undoubtedly  a  man  of  great  worth  and  abilitiesy 
entertained  an  opinion  Jioflile  to  this  meafiire.  The  opinion  of 
fuch  a  man  was  certainly  entitled  to  rcTped^,  but  to  nothing  more 
than  thofe  of  perfons  of  equal  worth  and  talents.  What  are  the 
taunts  which  we  hear  thrown  againft  gentlemen  on  this  fide  of  the 
Houfci  if  there  happens  to  be  the  flighted  diflTerence  of  opinion 
among  them>  even  though  it  (hould  be  upon  an  indifllerent  and 
unimportant  fubje£^.  If,  Sir,  the  Oppofition  in  Ireland  were  as 
acute  as  my  honourable  friend.  Sir  John  Parnell  would  have  had  a 
pleafaht  time  of  it,  if  he  had  gone  down  to  the  Houfe  a  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequefi  differing  as  he  did  from  Governmeot,  upon  fo  im- 
portant a  queAion  ;  and  would,  in  truth,  have  been  an  impeachment 
upon  the  fincerity  of  Government,  if  they  had  fo  rifqued  the  lofs  of 
^  queftion  on  which  they  conceived  the  welfare  of  the  two  countries 
to  depend.  Sir  John  Parnell,  therefore,  ccafcd  to  be  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. 

On  what  other  circumftances/then,  conned^cd  with  the  time,  or 
with  the  manner  of  bringing  forward  this  propoficion,  is  it  contended 
that  the  Parliament  or  People  of  Ireland  (hould  receive  it  with 
jealoufy  and  fufpicion  ?  If,  indeed,  this  propofition  had  come,  after 
a  feries  of  attempts  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  to  injure  and  de- 
prefs  her  filter  country,  to  check  her  progrefs  in  commercial  prof- 
perity,  to  difcourage  her  advances  to  wealth  and  civilization,  to 
crulh  and  control  her  legiflative  independancc^  and  to  over-rule  all 
attempts  at  the  improvement  of  the  Laws  and  Conftitution,  it  might 
jufily^be  entertained  with  diftruft,  and  proceeded  upon  with  hefita- 
tion.  If,  feeing  and  deploring  the  prcfent  fituation  of  Ireland, 
Great  Britain  had  yet  fuggefted  no  remedy  fot  them  herfelf,  and  had 
thrown  difficulties  in  the  way  of  what  had  been  fuggeAed  by  Ire- 
land,* and  had  then  come  forward  with  this  as  the  firl)  offer  of  her 
advice  and  alTidance,  Ireland  might,  perhaps,  afk  where  the  fpirit 
of  benevolence  had  flcpt  fo  long,  and  why  the  had  never  before  ex- 
perienced the  anxious  care  of  England,  until  it  was  now  extended  * 
to  them  in  the  fir(t  inflance,  accompanied  by  a  propofal  for  an 
Union  ?  But  was  that  the  cafe  ?  Was  this  the  firft  remedy  that 
England  had  propofed,  or  bad  (he  ever  refufcd  aflifiance  to  Ireland? 
It  has  been  faid,  that  for  the  fpace  of  three  hundred  years  we  had 
opprcilcd  Ireland.  It  is  happy,  however,  for  .the  prefent  genera^ 
tiun,  diat  it  has  but  little  of  the  guilt  of  that  oppreflion  to  anfwer 
fur.     Surely,  for  the  lad  twenty  years>  the  conduct  of  England  to** 
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wsrds  Icdand  hn  been  z  icrics  of  conccfliiiiii*  IidiM  dcnnd  fltf 
odennial  Parliament ;  it  was  granted.  Thejr  ^fUM  for  an  hide- 
pendant  Lcgiflature,  and  their  wiflies  ware  conpHed  whb*  Tliif 
defired  a  free  trade,  and  it  was  giren  to  them.  A  Tcrjrlaige  hoSf 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  piayed  fer  a  repeal  of  pent  of  the  BbmI 
Code,  which  thejr  Aoi^t  oppreffed  them.  The  Englifli  Oovem* 
ment  intcrpofed,  with  an  opinion  ftroif  I7  pionoiinecd  in  ftvonr  of 
their  pctitioni  and  hs  interference  was  fueoefrfiil. 

But  it  has  been  faid,  that  nothing  has  been  done  far  Ireland  hat 
what  (he  had  extorted,  and  what  (he  had  a  right  16  demand :  ihelb 
paft  favours,  therefore,  are  reprefentcd  as  no  proof  of  kindnefr. 
But  I  would  aik.  Sir,  whether  an  independant  countiy  can  demand 
to  trade  to  the  colonics  of  another  independant  country,  as  a  matter 
of  right  ?  I  wiih  to  know  whether  an  independant  coonCiy  oould 
infift  upon  fending  her  linens  to  this  country,  under  advantagieoiis 
drcumilances,  as  a  right?  Whether  an  independent  oounciy 
oouki  demand  the  liberty  of  fending  her  goods  into  this  odontry,  in 
order  to  be  re*  exported  with  Engli(h  bounties,  as  a  matter  of  right  i 
It  was  undoubtedly  proper  that  thefe  advantages  fhoutd  be  given  to 
Iftlandy  bccaufe  tiie  proTpcriry  of  Ireland  is  the  profperity  of  Eng- 
land ;  but  they  were  not  privileges  upon  which  they  could  infift  as 
matters*  of  right.  But  here.  Sir,  let  me  not  be  mifapprehended : 
I  do  not  fay  this  as  reproaching  Ireland  with  the  gratitude  which 
(he  owes  to  England,  but  merdy  to  (hew  the  gpod  di(jpo(iticn  with 
which  England  has,  for  a  long  time  paft,  aAed  kiwards  Ireland. 

Sir,  it  is  not  my  intentito  to  go  into  any  detaS  upon  the  fubjed 
of  this  great  meaifure  at  prdbnt-^-nnor  to  ftate  the  nature  of  the 
terms  upon  which  an  Union  may  beft  be  concluded.  That  ftale- 
ment,  whenever  it  comes,  it  is  flt  that  the  Honfe  (hould  hear  (rom 
higher  authority  than  mine.  And  this  is  by  no  means  the  fbge  of 
the  bufine&,  at  which  if  can  come  with  ttk&  and  propriety.  The 
olgefi  which  I  have  in  view.  Sir,  in  what  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  addrefs  to  the  Houfe,  i«  to  entreat  them  to  reconefl,  that  in  adopt- 
ing the  amendment  of  my  honourable  friend,  and  refufing  to  go  into 
a  cpniidcFation  of  the  addrefe,  they  would  put  an  end  tothcfmly 
grcar  and  comprehenii ve  view  that  had  ever  been  taken  in  this 
Ifaufc  of  the  aflfaifs  of  Ireland.  The  plans  propofetf  nfpeAing 
Trejand,  except  in  the  cafe  of  the  I)ri(h  propolitions,  were  in  general 
^  anfwcr  feme  imrnediate  purpofe,  to  catch  at  a  little  p^pvlarity  by 
decrying  one  party,  and  extolling  another — an'd  by  oehoing  in  this 
i^  :nntry  the  diihadions  and  dtlhnrbanCes  of  that,  wiienever  It  has  fo 
happened  that  the  affairs  of  this  country  hafve  furni(hed  no  imme- 
crnre  grotmd  (or  popular  deelacna^n^ 
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It  b  a  little  curious  to  confider  what  was  the  conduA  of  that 
party  when  in  Government  towards  Irelanif,  from  whoin*the  Op- 
pofition  to  this  meafureoMnes.  Did  diofe  gentlemen,  when  they 
had  the  power  in  their  hands/ take  a  great  and  oomprehenfive  view 
of  the  date, of  Ireland  ?— No ;  when  they  were  piopofii^  a  mea* 
ftne  reijpeAing  Ireland,  they  overlooked  three-iburdis  ct  Us  inhabir 
tanfk.  It  was  then  faid  by  thofe  gentlemen,  that  the  work  was 
done,  and  the  troubles  of  Ireland  appeafed  ;  and  yet,  in  their  plan» 
the  word  Catholic  never  once  occurred. 

Such  was  the  wtfdom,  the  comprehenfion,  the-grandeur  of  con- 
ception, that  marked  the  boaAed  final- adjuftment  of  1 782  ! 

And  now,  Sr,obrerve  the  manner  in  which  every  thing  that  is 
attempted  to  be  done  for  the  fafety  of  Ireland,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
both  countries,  is  treated*«»What  are  the  weapons  by  which  every^ 
thing  that  my  right  honoMrable  friend  propofcs,  with  regard  tolidaiid^ 
is  attempted  to  be  beaten  down  ?  What  are  the  fubiiitutes  rei^ 
commended  for  every  meafure  which  he  would  take  for  fiivin^  and 
tranquUlizing  Ireland }  Why,  Cathcdic  Emancipation  and  Par* 
liaBnentary  Reform.  How  came  the  final  Adjufters  not  to  think 
fixteen  years  ago  of  Catholic  Emancipation  and  Parliamentary  Re^ 
form  ?  With  refpeA  to  the  latter,  the  hoiKXirable  gentleman, 
who  was  then  Mtnifter,  dineSkd  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  put  down 
that  qoteSkm  at  all  events  \  and  as  to  Catholic  Emancipation,  not 
one  word  was  (aid  about  it* 

Siiv  it  is  little  praife  of  the  meafure  now  propofed  for  our  oon- 
fideradon  to  fay,  that  it  will  be  more  perfeA  and  comprehenfive 
than  the  final  adjuftment  of  1782.  The  queltion,  indeed,  which 
i -conjure  the  Houfe  not  to  refufe  ft)  confidcr,  is  not  a  queffion  of 
flight  importance-— it  is  a  queflion  upon  which  diepends  the  fafety 
of  on&  member  of  the  empire,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  whole. « 

I  conjure- the  Houfe  to  recoiled.  What  is  the  haaard  in  which 
Ireland  ftands,  and  what  have  been  our  fears  and  our  anxiety  for 
her  prefervation  ?  If  in  eftimating  the  i^lendid  victories  which 
have  illuftrated  the  naval  anilals  of  this  country,  and  fpread  throo^ 
the  wiorld  the  terror  of  her  fame,  we  have  ranked  even  with 
the  meft  brilttant  thofe  by  which  Ireland  has  be^n  faved — l^t  the 
fiune  fcntiment  induce  ns  to  receive  with  kindnefs,  and  to  difcufs 
ifith  a  fincere  defire  to  bring  it  to  perfeAion,  a  meafure  which  rs 
calculated  to  perpetuate  to  Ireland  the  fafety,  which  is  the  fruit  of 
thefeviAories,  and  to  procure  to  her  folid-and  permanent  bleffings 
for  beyond  the  power  of  any  vi£lories  to  bellow  l-^itting  here  as 
we  do  in  tranquUHty  and  fecurity,  prote£led  by  a  powerful  and 
energetic  Govenunent^  in  the  bofom  of  a  confcnting  and  united 
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people— with  no  invafion  to  refift,  no  rebellion  to  ooeice  or  to  ap- 
peafe— -let  us  ficel  for  the  diftradions  and  diiquictiides  of  a  countij, 
which  the  ties  of  nature,  of  frieodihip,  of  cominoh  language,  man- 
nersy  and  intcreds,  of  laws  aAd  coaftitution  fimilar  to  oor  own, 
bind  fo  indiflblubly  to  ourfelves^  that  reparation  would  be  to  each, 
and  to  both  of  us,  dcArudion. .  And  let  us,  at  Icaft,  not  refufe  to 
confider  of  a  queftion  which  involves  in  itfclf  die  beft,  perhaps-  the 
only  meansi  which  can  at  once  and  for  ever  remove  the  dan- 
gers, and  quiet  the  difTenfions  of  Ireland,  while  they  cenoeiit 
the  conne£iion,  which,  it  is  equally  cifential  to  both  oouiitries  to 
ftrengthcn, 

Mr.  JONES  would  not  follow  the  honourable  gentleman  through 
all  the  mazes  and  windings  of  his  metaphorical  confufion.  He 
faw  no  necellity  for  bringing  forward  this  meaTure.  He  had  al- 
ready declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the  Rebdlion  in  Ireland 
ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  fuppreffed  while  theve  was  a  man  in 
arms  in  the  country  againft  the  Government ;  but  infiead  of  cruih- 
ing'  the  Rebellion,  the  iDeafu^e  which  was  now  fuggeficd  would 
have  the  very  oppofitc  tendency.  •  It  would  promote  the  difirac- 
tions  of  the  country,  and  extend  that  fyilem  of  horrible  rapine 
which  unhappily  had  too  long  prevailed.  .  Something  had  been  faid 
about  French  meafures  and  French  pradiccs.  .Todiefeit  was 
well  known  he  .was  no  frienct ;  ^ni  hecpuld  not. help  faying,  that 
the  prefent  meafure  appeared  to  him  to  .pofie&all  the  charaAeriftie 
marks  of  French  fraternity. .  He  onid  beg  pardon  of  the  Hoxife  for 
detaining  them.  Perhaps  a  few  plain  things,  fiich  iis*  he  could  iay, 
would  not  be  very  agreeable  after  the  fine  fpecach  of  the  honourai^ 
ble  gentleman;  but  he  hoped  he  (faould  be  indulged  withithe  liberty 
of  making  a  few  obfervations.  f.  The  honouiuble-gentlennwi  had 
acknowledgfsd  that  the  I  ri(h  Parliament  fu^efied;thel0te  RebdlioQ 
«^nqw,if  tiip  Iriib  Parliamefit  was  capable  of  (his,  why  disfbn- 
cbife.tbat  Parliament?  Why  fay,  you.ftiali  fit  no  longer;  hot 
you  may  fend  loo  Members  here?  Was  jt  lilwdy  that  fuch  a 
reprefentation  could  n)ana^tJie  .affairs*  of  Ireland  better  than  'M 
09HX  Parliament  ? .  Th^  next  pg^nl;  he  (bould  take  noti<Scf  of.waa, 
what  |ias.i)pen  fajd  about :  mili t>ry icoe/cion.  He:  waa  fiir  from  fujn 
podng  that  troops  wqrc  fent  to  Irejaivj  frr  the  purpofeof  over*  awing 
the  deliberations  of  the;  Parfiaoiient  of  Jhe  country.;  but  certainljr 
while  they  were  there,  they  might  be  cotifidered  as  having  the  efieSt 
9f  an  intimidation  with  regard  td  the  people  ^at  la^ge.*  Indeed^ 
whether  a  Union  was  a  good  or  bad  meafure,  the  pcefenc  was  sr 
moft  unfavourable  moment  for  p^-opofing  it ;  andbeing  firmly  of  thi* 
opinion,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  fupport  the  amendment* 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  bid,-  the  honourable  gendeman  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) had  made  a  very  eloquent  fpeech,  which  he  coniefled  he  had 
heard  with  much  fatisia£Uon»  becaufe  it  applied  fo  little  to  the  ques- 
tion.    Much  had  been  faid  widi  regard  to  his  determination  to  Ihut 
his  ears  to  the  King's  meflage,  and  to  go  iqtb  no  inquiry  upon  the 
fbte  of  Ireland.     He  had  not  flated  that  the  Iriih  Parliament  deli- 
berated undor  intimidation ;  but  he  had  faid  that  there  was  a  kind 
of  negative  intimidation,  while  fo  great  a  military  ibrce  exifted  in  the 
country  ;  and  that  Ireland  was  placed  in  a  lituation  in  which  (he 
could  not  help  herfelf.     Oflfence  had  been  taken  at  the  term  French 
Incorporation^  and  it  was  laid  that  the  countries  which  the  French 
compdled  to  unite  with  them,  were  not  admitted  to  the  participa- 
.  tion  of  fuch  advantages  as  Ireland  would  be  with  Great  Britain  ; 
but  the  quefiion  was  not  a  comparifon  of  bleffings,  but  of  the  mode 
in  which  the  meafure  was  to  be  carried  into  effect ;  would  it  be  , 
laid  that  this  country  was  to  compel  Ireland  to  agree  to  an  Union, 
becaufe  we  were  certain  that  it  was  for  her  advantage  jP     He  ihould 
ftiil  contend  that  the  influence  ufed  by  Government  in  difmiiS|ig 
perfons  who  held  public  iituations  from  the  fervice  of  the  public^ 
was  an  intimidation  which  would  operate  powerfully  over  the 
country.     While  fuch  condud  was  adopted,  the  inference  was 
plain,  that  the  meafure  could  not  be  fiiirly  and  impartially  conii- 
dered  ;  and  that  if  it  were  carried,  it  would  prove  the  foundation 
of  future  difcord  and  contention. 

Mr.  CANNING  fpoke  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PlTT  faid-^Sir,  after  the  inclination  which 
has  been  manifefted  by  the  Houfe  to  come  to  a  decilion  on  the 
queftion  before  them,  I  (hould  feel  it  my  duty  to  ofier  fome  apo- 
Ipgy  for  rifing  to  delay  that  decifion,  but  as  fome  difference  of  opi- 
nion is  likely  to  take  place  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  and  the 
pmnt  under  conlideration  is  fo  intimately  conneded  with  the  fafety 
and  profperity  of  the  Britifli  empire,  though  I  do  not  think  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  enter  fully  into  the  important  details  which  the  fubjed 
naturally  fuggefts,  I  cannot  pafs  over  with  indiiFerence  feveral  to- 
pics which  have  been  alluded  to  in  the  courfe  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  fpeech.  The  honourable  gentleman,  in  bring  forward 
his  amendment,  has  appeared  to  me  to  fomi(h  but  one  argument 
in  fupport  of  the  condufion  which  he  labours  to  eflablifh,  namely, 
that  there  is  no  poorer  which  can  make  the  refult  of  the  deliberation 
for  adjuftir^  the  reciprocal  interefts  of  both  countries  effedua}.  He 
has  taken  upon  himfelf  the  tafk  of  denying  to  the  Parliament  of 
either  kingdom  the  right  of  incorporating  one  country  with  another. 
With  refped  to  the  publication  which  he  has  und^ertaken  to  refute^ 
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^at  is  a  fubjcA  to  whicK  the  HbuTe  cannot  attend  ;  but  how  does 
the  honourable  gentleman's  denial  of  the  right  of  the  t^arliaments  of 
both  kingdoms  ftand  ?     If  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  has  no  ri^ 
to  incorporate  itfelf  with  the  Legtflature  of  this  country,  without  the 
fenfe  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  as'  littk  has  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  a  right  to  follow  the  fame  meafure  with  that  of  Ireland,  as 
little  had  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  a  right  to  agree  to  the  terms  of 
the  Union  which  had  been  effeded,  as  litde  had  the  Parliament  of 
England  a  right  to  ratify  that  Union,  under  which  England  has  fo 
eminently  flouriAied,  under  which  our  laws  and  liberties  have  prof- 
peredy  have  been  extended  and  confirmed,  in  defiance  of  every 
check  and  obftacle  ;  under  which  Great  Britain  has  increafed  in 
opulence,  in  power,  and  glory,  and  has  become  at  once  the  admU 
ration  and  envy  of  the  world.     If  there  be  any  truth,  or  any  con- 
^ftency  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  denial  of  the  right  which  he 
challenges,   then  all  the  fulid  and  beneficial  eAabli(hmencs  which 
have  been  carried  into  .effeQ  fince  the  period  of  the  Union,  muft 
give  way  and  fall  to  the  ground.     Even  the  honourable  gentleman 
would,  according  to  his  own  argument,  (land  here  unauthorifed, 
unqualified  to  deliver  his  fcntiments  in  this  Houiie.     For  if  we 
admit  his  pofition  to  be  juft,  it  evidently  follows,  that  there  is  no 
one  a  A  which  has  been  performed  by  us  for  thefc  90  years  paft,  in 
which  we  have  aded  legitimately  and  conAitutionally  ;  and,  in 
faA,  we  could  not  at  this  moment  fit  here  as  a  legiflative  body.  I 
cannot  dcvife  by  what  means,  or  by  what  ingenious  refourccs,  the 
honourable  gentlciman  can  fupport  his  fiatcment,  and  ir  fcems  that 
bis  allies  are  hitlierto  unknown.     I  have,  however,  learned  from 
the  newfpapers,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  at  ieall  one  ally 
in  his  very  extraordinary  propofition.     A  certain  perfon   has  pub* 
licly  declared,  that  every  citizen  of  both  countries  (hould  come 
forward  and  deliver  his  opinion  on  the  prefent  occaGon  ;  and  that 
without  the  fcnfe  of  the  aggregate  bodies  of  the  kif>gdom,  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  could  not  difcufs  nor  determine  the  prefent 
momentous  quefiion.     According  to  this  plan,  which  appears  to 
coincide  with  the  fentiments  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  eveiy 
citizen  was  tp  Aand  forth  with  his  reafons,  and  vote  in  numerical 
progreflion,  and  the  Legiflature  were,  in  the  mean  time, -patiently 
to  wait  for  the  rcfult  of  the  whole.     If  we  are  to  go  back  to  the 
elements  of  Jacobinifm,  I  muft  admit  the  argument  of  the  honour-^ 
ablegentleman  to  be  juft ;  and  we  are  confequcntly  no  longer  a  Par- 
liament. But  I  mufi  do  him  the  juilice  to  fay,  that  I  am  perfuaded 
he  entertains  no  fuch  opinion  ;  and  if  he  does  not,  there  is, of  courfe 
an  end  to  that  tope.    With  refpedl  to  the  competence  of  Patlin- 

1 


Jan.  asO  DEBATES.  6tt 

ment  to  calory  the  tneafurc  into  tffs&f  there  does  not  exift  a  doubt  \ 
and  if  the  competence,  of  either  or  both  Parliaments  be  fully  ad* 
mitted,  let  us  fee  how  Aands  the  qiicAion  in  your  bands,  as  well 
as  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  gentleman.     He  complains^ 
Sir>  that  the  addrefs  of  thanks  to  His  Maje%  was.  moved  by  my 
right  honourable  friend  near  me,  and  fecondcd  by  me  as  a  matter 
of  courfe^     But  why  did  we  putfue  that  conduct  ?     Was  it  becaufe 
we  were  not  aware  of  the  difficulties  attending  it ;  becaufe  wewere 
notapprifcd  of  the  indifpenfable  neceflity  of  maturi:  and  minute  in* 
vcftigation  ?     No»  Sir !  but  becaufe  we  did  not  think  it  right  to 
agitate  a  queftioQ  of  fuch  tranlcendent  importance  on  the.  bate  men- 
tion  of  it ;  becaufe  we  conceived  that  it  would  be  premature  to 
bring  forward  for  difcufTion^  a  topic,  the  outlines  of  which  were  un«- 
known ;  becaufe  we  could  i%>t,  confiftently  with  our  duties  to  the 
public,  agree  to  fubmit  to  confideration,  a  fubjed  fo  deeply  incereft* 
ing  in  its  relation  and  operations,  until  it  was  flated  fairly  and 
openly,  in  all  its  various  details,  to  the  Houfe.     But  the  honoura^ 
ble  gentleman  has  gone  farther,  and  talked  of  a  wi(h  to  carry  it  by 
furprife.     I  do  not  hclitate  to  fay,'  that,  if  any  blame  be  imputablo 
to  us,  it  is  that  of  having  adted  with  too  much  caution.     It  has 
been  diAindly  recommended  from  the  Throne,  to  adopt  fuch  lalu- 
tary  meafures  as  might  improve  and  perpetuate  a  connexion  eflen* 
tial  to  the  commop  fecurity  and  intcrefts  of  both. countries.  We  only 
ftatcd,  in  conformity  to  that  communication,  the  time  of  laying  be- 
fore the  Houfe  the  materials  neceflary  for  forming  an  opinion^  and 
added,  that  a  proper  interval  would  take  place  before  we  took  the 
lenfe  of  Parlianient.    .  I  certainly  thought  that  the  honourable  gen-' 
tleman  would  h^ve  candidly  allowed  the  hitnch  of  our  condud^,  and 
have  done  juftice  to  our  defire,  fo  clearly  afcertained,,  of  treating  the 
(ubjed  with  all  the  _ importance  and  deliberation  to  which  it  is  fo 
peculiarly  entitled.     In  Ihort,  the  queftion  now  is,  (hall  we,  after 
the  expiration  of  a  proper  interval,  difcufs  and  come  to  a  determi- 
nation upon  the  fubjedl ;  or  fliall  we  in  the  firQ  inftance,  and  in  the 
mere  outfet  of  the  bulincfs,  without  taking  a  juft  review  of  the  con-, 
fiderarions  on  both  (ides,  without  entering  into, the  eifencial  points 
that  are  conpcded  with,  and  mud  influence  our  decifion,  pofuively 
declare,  that  the  meafure  is  either  unneceflary  to  the  fecurity  and 
happinefsof  Ireland,  or  fo  impra£ticable  in  its  operation,  as  to  pre- 
vent any  hopes  of  realizing  it  ?     With  regard  to  the  amendment, 
I  (hall  fay  a  few  words  prefently.     It  is  enough  for  us  to  fay,  we 
bring  forward  a  propofition  in  our  opinion  fuitable  to  the  prefent 
ftaie  of  Ireland.     We  do  no  more.    We  do  not  a(k  for  immediate 
difcuflion.     Butj  SuP)  what  is  the  honourable  gentleman's  conduA  I 
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He  fays,  without  confiderihg  the  fubjed  in  any  point  of  view  as  it 
relates  to  this  country  or  to  Ireland,   **  I  will  enter  upon  no  in- 
quiry whatever."     Now,  Sir,  he  is  bound,  according  to  this  fyftem 
of  adHng,  to  make  out  to  our  convidion,  either  that  the  fl^e  of 
Ireland  is  fo  completely  fatis&doiy,  that  we  may  repofe  with  fitfety, 
and  that,  confequently  the  propofed  arrangement  is  fuperfluous,  or 
it  is  incumbeiit  on  him  to  point  out  ibme  other  mode  of  a  more  falu- 
tary  and  more  efficacious  nature.     Has  he  then,  I  am  authorifed  to 
demand,  made  out  any  fuch  cafe  ?-    I  anfwer,  no !    Does  Ireland 
ftand  in  need  of  a  remedy  ?     I  have*  heard  nothing  but  complaints 
of  the  miferable  and  difirefled  fituation  of  Ireland  from  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  and  his  party  for  a  long  time  paft.     They  have 
reiterated  and  ftudioufly  expatiated  upon  the  wretched  condition  to 
which  that  country  was  reduced  ;  they  have   bitterly  inveighed 
againO  the  miftakcs  and  ermrs  of  its  Government ;  they  have  de- 
faribed  in  the  mod  alarming  terms  the  horrors  which  it  was  con- 
demned to  fttflPer;  they  have  anxioufly  flarted  difficulties  and  taifed 
objedbns  againft  ev^ry  word  that  went  to  extenuate  the  painful  dif- 
trefles  whkh  they  related.     What  has  the  honourable  gentleman 
iieen  in  the  condition  of  Ireland  flnce  that  day,  to  caufe  fo  material 
an  alteration  in  his  opinion  ?     What  has  he  dlfcovered  fince  that 
day  to  induce  him  to  retrad  his  declarations,  and  imprefs  him  with 
ft  convidion  that  Ireland  is  fo  fecure,  fo  happy,  and  fo  profperous, 
as  to  render  every  kind  of  remedy  unneceiTary  ?     He  has  feen  a 
Rebellion  raging  with  inveterate  fury,  and  aiming  a  deadly  blow  at 
the  connexion  between  ihat  country  and  Great  Britain.     He  has 
feen  that  Rebellion  cruihed,  and  the  Government  of  Ireland  left 
ftanding  in  fecurity.     The  honourable  gentleman  feems  to  forget 
that  he  found  no  difficulty  then  in  blaming  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land, yet  he  comes  forward  now,  and  is  as  profufe  of  his  praifc  on 
it,  as  he  was  before  lavith  in  his  cenfures.     He  cannot,  therefore, 
have  feen  any  thing  fince  that  period  to  juAify  this  extraordinary 
and  unaccountable  derelidion  of  fentiment.     The  evils  and  calami- 
ties with  which  Ireland  is  afflicted  lie  deep  in  the  fituation  of  the 
colintry.     They  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  manners  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, to  the  ftate  of  fociety,  to  the  habits  of  the  people  at  lai^ge,  to 
the  unequal  difh-ibution  of  property,  to  the  want  of  civilized  inter- 
courfe,  to  the  jarring  difcord  of  part}',  and  above  all,  to  the  preju- 
dices of  religious  feds.     The  honourable  gentleman  fays,  we  can- 
•  not  cure  them  all  in  a  day.     If  they  could  be  cured  fo,  they  might 
be  cured  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  by  Parliamentary  Reform, 
or  Catholic  Emancipation,     fiat  if  the  deplorable  fituation  of  the 
countiy  can  only  be  cured  by  gradual,  fober,^  and  dtfpafltanatc  im- 
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piovement  and  civilization ;  if  nnich  of  it  that  is  unjuftly  com- 
plained of  can  only  be  remedied  by  the  drculation  of  capital,  by 
the  fodal  interoouHe  naturally  flowing  from  improved  trade  and 
eommerce,  by  the  diflfufioii  of  focial  habits,  by  the  difcrimination 
of  liberal  fentiment,  by  removing  party  difhadions,  by  fuppreflfing 
fa^ious  aflbciations,  by  allaying  hereditary  feuds  fubfiding  between 
two  nations  living  in  the  fame  ifland,  and  by  the  extindion  of  re- 
ligious prejudices,  we  mufi  look  to  it  in  the  provifions  of  an  inde- 
pendent Legiflature  removed  firom  the  immediate  feat  of  thcfe  evils, 
which  (hall  not  be  partial  to  either  party,  but  the  fair  arbiter  and 
kind  parent  of  both ;  which  (hall  not  be  liable  to  local  influence, 
nor  be  fubjeA  to  popular  incitement,  and  which  (hall  be  fully  com- 
petent to  make  head  againft  the  lawlefs  inroads  of  de(lru£live  inno- 
vation and  anarchy.     Where  then*,  Sir,  is  this  gradual  and  effec- 
tual remedy  to  be  (bund,  while  the  L^idature  remains  in  that 
country,  and  muft,  from  the  parts  which  compofe  it,  partake  of  the 
fpirit  of  either  party  i     If,  therefore,  the  honourable  gentleman 
looks  to  Ireland  for  a  Legiflature  calculated  to  apply  a  radical  cure 
to  the  calamities  which  are  mantfeft,  he  will  not  find  it  there.  If  he 
looks  to  the  imperfeflion  of  the  Conflitution  of  Ireland  as  I  admit, 
does  he  contend  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  is  as  well  adapted 
to  have  that  degree  of  connexion  and  Union  with  the  great  mafs 
of  the  people  as  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain?    Will  he  ferioufly 
maintain  that  the  defired  remedy  is  to  be  hazarded  in  that  country  i 
The  wildeft  fpeculation,  the  moQ  extravagant  flight  of  modem  ppli- 
tical  theory  in  all  its  new-fangled  dodrines,  attempted  in  any  other 
country,  would  be  more  likely  to  be  crowned   with  fuccefs,  and 
more  reconcileable  to  reafon  than  fuch  a  propofition.  It  would  upon 
every  principle  of  common  fenfe  be  fuperior  to  it.     I  do  not  deny 
that  even  the  deformed  refemblance  of  the  Britiih  Conftitution  is 
fuperior  to  any  proceeding  from  the  new  fyftem  ;  but  the  imperfec- 
tion of  the  Irifh  Conftitution  is  admitted,  and  to  that  mud  be  added 
the  complicated  grievances  and  defefls  in  the  date  of  the  country 
at  large.     With  refped  to  the  want  of  a  diffufion  of  property,  to 
the  extraordinary  difparity  of  rsink,  and  to  the  fcanty  means  of  focial 
improvement,  all  producing  in  a  proportionate  degree  mifery  in  one 
extreme  and  oppreflion  in  the  other,  how  can  thcfe  grievances  be 
remedied  but  by  a  clofer  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  which  is 
fuperior  to  every  other  nation  in  every  thing  that  conditutes  the  in- 
dependence, wealth,  and    civilization  of  a  flate  ?     The  (ituation 
of  Ireland  mufl  alfo  be  remedied  by  the  influx  of  capital  and  the 
circulation  of  wealth,  and  whence  are  thefe  neceflary  ingredients  to 
be  fupplied  but  by  aflTimilating  it  with  Great  Britain,  which  enjoys 
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a  portion  of  pradical  Ucffings  fupertor  to  any  other  country  in  the 
.  world  i     If  thcfe  fhtcments  be  corred^  I  am.  authorized  in  main- 
taining, that  according  to  the  principles  advanced  by  the  honqurable 
gentleman  him&lf,  nothing  can  tend  more  completely  to  redrcb  the 
unhappy  and  diAradcd  ftate  of  Ireland,  than  uniting,  bleiKling,  and 
cor>folidating  its  incerefts  and  views  with  thofe  of  GrcAt  Britain.' 
Therefore,  Sir,  upon  the  honourable  gentleman's  principles  it  is  no^ 
only  a  meafure  worthy  of  confideration,  but  a  fpecific  remedy  for 
the  fpeciBc  evils  of  which  he  complains.     He  does  not  fcruple  to 
tell  us,  and  wifhes  Parliament  to  record,  that  the  final  adjuftmtnt 
with  Ireland  in  1782,  has  been  found  incompetent  to  fettle  every 
dif7eret)ce ;   and  he  told  us  yefterday,.that  he  wi(hed  to  perpetuate 
the  oonne6tion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  but  I  am  not 
content  with  faying,  that  the  connection  (hall  be  perpetuated,  and 
(hat  Ireland  (ball  form  a  part  of  the  Briti(b* empire,  but  I  wi(h  (he 
(hduld  participate  In  all  the  blefTings,  enjoy  herjud  (hare  of  all  the 
diftingui(hed  happinefs  of  •every  part  of  the  Briti(h  empire,  and  con- 
folidate  the  ftrength  and  energy  of  the  whole.     I  do  not  merely  fay 
let  Ireland  be  united,  let  her  be  blended  with  us,  but  let  her  partake 
of  every  folid  benefit,  of  every  eminent  advantage  that  can  refult 
from  fuch  an  incorporation.     The  queftion  then  is,  how  arc  thefe 
great  objeds  to  be  obtained  ;    when  the  connedliun  with   Ireland 
was  fomcthing  more  than  a  name,  when  that  connc6)ion  was  afcer- 
tained,  and  the  Imperial  Parliament  of  this  country  cxcrcifeda  fu- 
prcmacyovcr  Ireland,  it  did  happen  that  dutingihat  period  thenar* 
row  policy  of  Great  Britain,   influenced  with  views  of  trade  and 
commercial  advantages,  tainted  a nrd  perverted  with  fclfilh  motives, 
treated  Ireland  with  partinlity  .gnd  peglcdl,   and  never  looked  upoa 
her  growth  and  profpciity  as.the  growth  and  profpcrity  of  the  env- 
pire  at  large.     I  reprobated,  as  much  asthe  honourable  gentleman 
that  narrow-minded  policy  as  mifchicvous  and  pregnant  with  the 
moft  fatal  confoqueVices  to  both  kingdoms.     Thus  a  fyflem  radi- 
cally dcfeflive  exifted,  but  another  was  fubftitutcd  in  its  place.  One 
branch,  that  of  the  Executive  Power,  was  left  the  fame  in  both 
countries ;  but  there  were  alfo  left   two  Independent  Parliaments 
without  any  permanent  tie  between  them,  and  that  at  a  time  when 
every  honeft  Englilhman    and  every  honeft    Irifhman   fincerely 
wiflied  the  connexion  might  be  drawn  clofcr.     The  countries  were 
left  in  a  iituation  of  intimacy  which  the  breath  of  accident  might  at 
all  timcfrdeftroy.     They  were  liable  to  be  feparated  by  a  thoufand 
accidents,  which  no  human  forefight  or  wifdom  could  prevent.     It 
is  now  the  duty  of  both  Lcgiflatures  to  render  their  happinefs  mu- 
tual and  permanent. 
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I  am  now,  Sir,  about  to  notice  that  Which  has  been  alluded  to 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  as  a  final  adjuftment ;  and  I  can  un- 
dertake to  ftate,  that  this  final  adjuftment  was  made  under  the  pre- 
tence of  redrefling  exifting  grievances,  without  looking  to  future 
oonfequences,  or  takjng  a  general  and  neceflaiy  viewof  circum-- 
ftances— 4t  was  dieted  by  the  fpirit  of  momentary  popuUrity,  and 
was  not  founded  in  the  foltd  interefis  of  the  country.  Having  cre- 
ated tvro  dfflind  Parliaments  equally  able  and  competent  to  decide 
.  and  di6faite  on  queflions  of  peace  and  war,  on  all  points  of  trade 
and  commercc^it  left  them  as  divided  in  all  material  pointi, 
about  which  nations  may  contefi,  as  any  two  Powers  on  the  Conti- 
nent. That  fuch  was  the  ifiueof  that  arrangement  cannot  now  be 
denied,  and  I  can  therefore  maintain,  without  incurring  the  rifque 
of  contradiAion,  that  there  is  no  reafon  whatever  for  calling  it  a 
final  adjuftment. .  Such,  however,  was  the  boafied  achievement  of 
the  great  patriots  who  took  the  lead  in  the  emancipatbn  of  Ireland. 
The  fabric  which  they  had  raifed  was  popular  ;  but  the  very  men 
who  raifed  it  knew  it  was  not  found.  They  looked  at  their  work, 
and  they  faw  that  it  was  impcrfeA.  One  of  thefe  great  patriots 
was  gratified  with  a  large  donation  from  his  countiy,  and  the  other 
was  celebrated  in  the  publicanons  of  the  day.  When  the  aA  was 
pafied,  which  gave  independance  to  Ireland,  I  think  k  neceflary  to 
obferve,  that  it  was  accompanied  by  a  refolution  which  contained 
a  falutary  provifion.  The  refolution  flated,  that  it  was  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Houfe,  that  the  connexion  between  both  kingdonA 
(hould  be^confolidated  by  future  meafures  or  regulations  founded 
upon  the  bafis  Isf  mutual  confent.  The  following  Extrads  wer» 
read  from  the  Journals  of  theHbufe.  ' 


4kfESSACE  PRESENTED  IN  THE  fiOU»I  OF  COIfMONS  BY 
MR.  FOX,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE|  ON  THE  9TH  OF  APRIL, 
178a. 

«  GEORGE  R. 

**  His  Majejly  being  concerned  to  find  that  dif contents  andjeahujies 
mre  prevailing   among  his  loyal  fubjeHs  in  Ireland^  upon  matters  of 
great  weight  and  importance^  eamejily  recommends  to  this  Houfe^  to 
take  the  fame  into  their  mofi  ferious  confideration^  in  order  to  fuch  a 
final  adjuflment  as  may  give  mutual  fatrsfa&ion  to  both  kingdoms. 

g.r:' 
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xftMaj,  1782. 

Mir.  Secretaiy  Fox  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  by  His  Majefty's 
coinmdndy 

Copy  of  the  meffiige  to  the  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons  in 
Irehndy  from  his  Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Irelandj  delivered 
the  1 6th  of  April,  17S2 :  and  alfo» 

Copy  of  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  Irelandi  Mer- 
rurii,  I7^die  Aprtlisi  1782:  and'alfo, 

Copy  of  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Ireland, 
llartis,  16"^  die  Aprilis,  1782. 

And  the  titles  of  the  faid  copies  were  read. 

The  faid  copies  are  as  follow,  viz. 

Cafj  ifthi  Miffap  h  the  Houfes  of  Lords  -  (mi  Conmuns  in  Irelmid^ 
from  his  Grace  the  Lord  Ueutenantf  delivered  the  X  6th  tf  AfrU^ 

Portland, 

I  have  it  in  command  from  His  Majefty  to  inform  this  Houfe,  tfiat 
His  Maje(ty  being  concerned  to  find  that  difcontents  and  jealou&s 
are  prevailing  among  his  loyal  fubjefis  of  this  countiy,  upon  mat- 
ters of  great  weight  and  importance.  His  M^ijefty  recommends  to 
this  Houfe  to  take  the  lame  into  their  moft  ferious  confideration,  in 
XMrder  to  fuch  a  final  adjudment  as  may  give  mutual  iati&faAion  to 
his  kingdom^  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

P. 

Cepf  of  a  Refolution  of  -the  Houfe  of  Lotds  in  Irehfndf  Mercurii^ 

1 'J*  die  JpriliSf  1^92. 

Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament 
aflembl^d,  nemine  dijffentiente,  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented 
to  His  Majefty,  to  return  him  our  thanks  for  the  moft  gracious  mcf- 
fage  fent  to  this  Houfe  by  His  Majefty's  command,  through  the 
medium  of  his  Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  to  aflurc  him  of 
our  moft  unfliaken  loyalty  and  attachment  to  His  Majefiy's  perfon 
and  government,  and  of  the  lively  fenfe  we  entertain  of  his  paternal 
care  of  his  people  in  Ireland,  in  thus  inquiring  into  the  difcontents 
and  jealoufies  that  fublift  amongft  them,  in  order  to  fuch  final  ad- 
juftment  as  may  eive  mutual  fatisfaflion  to  his  kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

That,  thus  encouraged  by  his  royal  interpofition,  we  (hall  beg 
leave,  with  all  duty  and  affe6Hon,  to  lay  before  His  Majefly  iho 
caufc  of  fuch  difcontents  and  jealoufies. 
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Te  rfeprefeiit  to  His  Majefly,  that  his  fabjeds  of  Ireland  aine 
entitled  to  a  free  conftitution ;  that  the  Imperial  Crown  of  Ireland 
is  infeparably  annexed  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain^  on  which 
conneflion  the  happinefs  of  both  nations  eflentially  depends  ;  but 
that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  is  a  diftind  dominion,  having  a  Par- 
liaroeUt  of  her  o^ri,  the  folb  Legtflature  thereof. 

That  ther/e  is  no  power  whatfoevcr  competent  to  make  laws  to 
bind  this  nation,  except  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  of  Ire- 
hnd ;  upon  which  exclufive  right  of  legiflation  we  corlfider  the  very 
eflence  of  our  liberties  to  depend^  a  right  whicwtc©  '•iv-^  as  the 
birth-right  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  which  wevons  fronVxined, 
in  every  Htuation  of  life,  to  affert  and  maintain.  "^  in  t» 

To  rcprcfcrit  to  His  Majefty,  that  we  have  feen  with  ccwith 
certain  claims,  both  of  legiilature  and  judicature,  afTerted  by  \^ 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  an  adt  pafTed  in  Great  Britain  in 
the  fixth  year  of  George  the  Firft,  intituled,  "  An  A&  for  the 
l)etter  fecuring  the  Dcpcndancy  of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain ;" 

That  we  conceive  the  faid  aft,  and  the  powers  thereby  claimed, 
to  be  the  great  and  principal  caufes  of  the  difcontents  and  jealoufles 
that  ful){i(l  in  this  kingdom  : 

To  aflfure  His  Majefty,  that  this  Houfc  confiders  it  as  a  matter 
of  conftitutional  right  and  proteflion,  that  aU  bills  which  become 
law  (hould  receive  the  approbation  of  His  Majefty,  under  the  feal 
of  Great  Britain  ;  but  we  confidcr  the  prafticc  of  fupprefling  our 
bills  in  the  Council  of  Ireland,  or  altering  them  any  where,  to  be  a 
tnatter  which  calls  for  redrefs : 

To  reprefent  to  His  Majefty,  that  an  aft  intituled,  "  An  Aft  for 
the  better  Accommodation  of  His  Majcfty's  Forces,"  being' un- 
limited in  duration,  but  which,  from  the  particular  circumftances  of 
the  times,  paflfed  into  a  law,  has  been  the  caufe  of  much  jealoufy  and 
difcontent  in  this  kingdom  :     [, 

That  we  have  thought  it  our  duty  to* lay  before  His  Majefty  thcfe, 
the  principal  caufes  of  the  difcontents  and  jcaloufics  fublifting  in 
this  kingdom : 

That  we  have  the  greateft  reliance  on  His  Majcfty's  wifdom, 
the  moft  fanguine  cxpeftaiions  from  his  virtudus  choice  of  a  Chief 
Goveraor,  and  the  greateft  confidence  in  the  wife  and  a  nftitutional 
Council  His  Majefty  has  adopted  : 

That  we  have,  moreover,  a  high  fcnfc  and  veneration  for  the 
firitifh  charafter,  and  do  therefore  conceive,  that  the  proceedings  of 
this  country,  founded  as  they  are  in  right,  and  fupported  by  confti- 
^tional  liberty,  muft  have  excited  the  approbation  and  cfteem  of 
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the  Britifli  nation :  That  we  arc  the  mote  confirmed  in  this  hope, 
inafmuch  as  the  people  of  this  kingdom  have  ncTcr  cxpreiTed  a  de- 
lire  to  (hare  the  freedom  of  Great  Britain^  without  at  the  fame  time 
declaring  their  determination  to  (hare  her  fatei  (landing  or  (idling 
with  the  Britiih  nation. 

Wm.  Watts  Gayer  1       C\tr. 

Edy.  Gayer  J  Parliament. 

Gtfj  ef  a  Refolutior  ^     ^<>  ^y  Commons  in  Inland^  Mgrtts^ 
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tlic  faid  f  l"hat  an  humble  addrefs  be  prcfentod  to  His  Majcfty, 
♦  n  His  Majedy  the  thanks  of  this'Houfc  for  his  moft  gra- 

^^i  meflage  to  this  Houfe,  fignified  by  his  Grace  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant :  To  afTure  His  Majefty  of  our  unfhaken  attachment  to  His 
Majefty*s  pcrfon  and  gDvernmcnt,  and  of  our  livel)^fenfe  of  his  pa- 
ternal care,  in  thus  t.iking  the  lead  to  adminiiler  content  to  Hi» 
Majedy's  fubje(f)s  of  Ireland  ;  thnt  thus  encpuraged  by  his  royal  in-* 
terpofition,  we  Oiall  beg  leave,   with  all  duty  and  afTedlion,  to  lay 
before  His  Majcfty   the   caufes  of  our   difcontcnts  and  jcaloufies : 
To  aflure  His  Majcfty,    that  his   fubjefls  of  Ireland  arc  a    free 
people  ;  that  the  Crown  of  Ireland  is  an  Imperial  Crown,  infepa- 
rably  annexed  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  on  which  connection 
the  interefts  and  happinefs  of  both  nations  efTentially  depend  \  but 
that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  is  a   diftind  kingdom,  with  a  Par- 
liament of  her  own,  the  fole  Legiflature  thereof;  that  there  is  no 
body  of  men  competent  to  make  laws  to  bind  this  nation,  except  the 
Xing,  Lords,  and  Commons  of  Ireland,  nor  any  other  Parliament 
which  hath  any  authority,  or  power  of  any  fort  whatfocver,  in  this 
country,  fave  only  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  :  To  afTure  His  Ma- 
jcfty, that  we  humbly  conceive,  that  in  this  right  the  very  efTence  of 
our  liberties  exift  ;  a  right  which  we,  on  the  part  of  all  the  people 
of  Ireland,  do  claim  as  their  birtli- right,  and  which  we  cannot  yield 
but  with  our  lives  :  To  aflure  His  Majcfty,  that  we  have  fcen  with 
concern  certain  claims  advanced  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
in  an  a<S,  intituled,  "  An  Ad^  for  the  better  fecuring  the  Depen- 
dancy  of  Ireland  ;**  an  aft  containing  matter  entirely  irreconcilcable 
to  the  fundamental  rights  of  this  nation  ;  that  we  confider  this  aft, 
and  the  claims  it  advances,  to  be  the  great  and  principle  caufeof  the 
difcontents  and  jealoufies  in  this  kingdom :  To  affure  His  Majefty^ 
that  His  Majefty's  Commons  of  Ireland  do  moft  fincerely  wi(h,  thai. 
•11  bills  which  become  law  in  Ireland  (hould  receive  the  approba- 
tion of  His  Majcfty,  under  the  fcal  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  that  yet 
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we  do  confider  the  practice  of  fuppreffing  our  bills  in  the  Council  of 
Irdandy  or  altering  the  fame  any  where,  to  be  another  juft  caufe  of 
dtfcontcnt  and  jealoufy :  To  aflfure  His  Majefly^  that  an  a6^,  inti- 
fuledy  **  An  A€t  for  the  better  Accomniodation  of  His  Majefiy's 
Forces,"  being  unlimited  in  duration,  and  defedive  in  other  in- 
ftance9  (but  paifed  in  that  (hape  from  the  particular  circumAances  of 
the  times)  is  another  juft  caufe  of  difcontent  and  jealoufy  in  this 
kingdom  :  That  we  have  fubmitted  thefe,  the  principal  caufes  of 
the  prefent  difcontent  and  jealoufy  in  Ireland,  and  remain  in  hum- 
ble expe£lation  of  redrefs ;  that  we  have  the  greateft  reliance  on 
His  Majefty's  wifdom,  the  mod  fanguine  expedations  from  his 
virtuous  choice  of  a  Chief  Governor,  and  great  confidence  in  the 
wife,  aufpicious,  and  conftitutional  Councils  which  we  fee  with 
fatisfafiion  His  Majefty  has  adoptdd  ;  that  we  have  moreover  a 
high  fenfe  and  veneration  for  the  Britifh  chara6ler,  and  do  there- 
ibre  conceive,  that  the  proceedings  of  this  country,  founded  as  they 
are  in  right,  and  tempered  by  duty,  mud  have  excited  the  approlxu 
tion  and  efteem,  inftead  of  wounding  the  pride,  of  the  Britifh 
'  nation  ;  and  we  beg  leave  to  aflure  His  Majefty,  that  we  are  the 
more  confirmed  in  this  hope,  inafmuch  as  the  people  of  this  king- 
dom have  never  exprefled  a  defire  to  (hare  the  freedom  of  England, 
without  declaring  a  determination  to  (hare  her  fate  likewife,  (bind- 
ing and  falling  with  the  Britifh  nation. 

Tho.  Ellis,  Ckr.  Pari.  Dom.  Com. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  copios  do  lie  upon  the  table,  to  be  perufed 
by  the  Members  of  the  Houfe. 

17/A  May,  1782. 

Rcfolved,  That  this  Houfe  will,  immediately,  refolve  itfelf  IntQ, 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  confideration  His 
Majefty's  moft  gracious  melTage,  of  the  9th  day  of  April  laft,  rela** 
tive  to  the  date  of  Ireland. 

Ordered,  That  the  fcveral  papers  which  were  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  by  Mr.  Secretary  Fox,  upon  the  ill  day  of  this  indant  May, 
be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

That  the  Houfe  rcfolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair. 

Mr.  Powys  took  the  chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  chair. 

Mr.  Powys  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  I\ad  come  to 
ieveral  refolutions,  which  they  had  dirc£ted  liim  to  report,  when  the 
Houfe  will  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame. 


yr 
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Ordered,  That  the  report  be  now  received. 

Mr.  Powys  accordingly  reported,  from  the  faid  Committee,  the 
refolutions  which  the  Committee  had  direded  him  to  report  to  the 
Houfe,  which  he  re^d  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  fame  were  read,  and  are  as  follow, 
viz, 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  aa  ad, 
made  \t\  thcfixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George 
the  Firft,  intitlcd,  "  An  Aft  for  the  better  fecuring  the  Dcpendancy 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,"  ought 
to  be  repealed.  ' 

Rcfolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  it  is 
iRdirpenfable  to  the  interefls  and  happinefs  of  both  kingdoms,  that 
the  connedlion  between  them  fhould  be  cAabb'fhed,  by  mutual  coo- 
fent,  upon  a  folid  and  permanent  baHs. 

The  faid  refolutions,  being  fevcrally  read  a  fecond  tinie,  were, 
upon  the  qiicftion  fevcrally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe, 
m' mi  til  cGntradiccntl* 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  rc^Mzalii^an 
acl  made  in  the  fixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majcfty  King 
George  the  Firft,  intituled,  "  An  Aft  for  the  better  fecuring  the 
Dcpendancy  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain ;"  and  that  Mr.  Secretary  Fox,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  Mr. 
Powys,  ^nd  Lord  John  CavendiHi,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame. 

Refolvcd,  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefcntcd  to  His  Majcfty, 
that  His  Majelly  will  br  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  fuch  meafurcs  as 
His  Majcfty  in  his  royal  wiidom  fhall  think  moft  conducive  to 
the  cft:ibliihing,  by  mutual  confent,  the  conneftion  between  this 
kingdom  and  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  a  folid  and  permanent 
balls. 

Ordered,  That  tlic  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majcfty,  by  fuch 
Members  of  this  Houfc  as  arc  of  His  Majefty's  moft  honourable 
Privy  Council. 

2ZJAIay,  17S2. 

Mr.  Secretary  In.\'  reported  to  the  Houfc,  That  His  Majcfty 
lisd  been  attended  with  the  addrefs  of  this  Houfe  of  Friday  laft, 
wliich  His  Majcfty  had  been  pleafed  to  receive  very  gracioufly  ; 
and  th:it  His  Majcfty  had  commanded  him  to  acquaint  this  Houfc, 
that  he  will  immediately  take  fuch  meafurcs  as  may  be  rooft 
hkely  to  conduce  to  the  cftabliflimcnt  of  a  conneftion  between 
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this  kingdom  and  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  apon  ^  folid  and  per- 
manent bafis. 


Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  proceeded— I  have  therefore,  Sir,  the 
authority  of  that  rcfolution  to  prove,  that  no  final  adjuAment  \i'as 
then  made,  and  nothing  has  been  fmce  attempted  to  provide  for  that 
dcfecliye  fettlement  but  the  partial  and  inadequate  meafure  of  the 
IriCh  proportions,  which  were  defeated  by  the  perfbns  wh'6  framed 
the  refolution,  and  who  found  no  fubftitute  in  their  room.     The 
Mus  of  (hewing  that  it  was  not  a  final  adjuflment,  lies  with  thofe  who 
<   framed'that  refolution — I  mean  with  the  honourable  genthman  and 
his  friend^.     The  onus  lay  with  the  honourable  gentleman  to  Aate 
what  rn^ans  and  what  refources  he  had  in  his  mind  to  anfwer  the 
•  pledge  given  to  the  country.     But,  Sir,  is  there  no  probable  cafe  in 
which  the  Legiflaturcs  of  both  kingdoms  may  differ  ?     Has  the 
honourable  gentleman  forgotten  that  one  cafe  did  arife,  and  that 
within  the  (hort  fpace  of  fixteen  years  ?      With  that  experience  be- 
fore my  eyes  which  we  forefaw,  no  arguments  can  at  prefent  be  nc- 
ceflary  to  fliew  that  the  poffible  recurrence  of  fuch  a  cafe  (hould  be 
precluded.     The  cafe  to  which  I  allude,    is  one  which  has  been 
noticed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  noticed  only  to  be  gloffed 
over — I  mean  the  Regency.     The  difference  of  principle  was  evi- 
dent, for  the  Iri(h  Parliament  decided  upon  one  principle,  and  the» 
Briti(h  Parliament  upon  another.     They  both  led  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  fame  pcrfon,  but  that  was  accidental,  for  that  perfon 
muft  have  governed  Ireland  upon  one  principle,  and  England  upon 
another.     He  would   have  been  Regent  in  one  capacity  in  one 
country,    and  in  a  capacity  directly  the  reverfb  in  the  other.  *   It 
therefore  followed,  tliat  the  office  might,  upon  grounds  equally  juf- 
tiBabU,  have  been  vefted  in  two  diflin£l  perfons.     Will  any  man, 
with  fo  inAru(f\ive  an  example  before  his  eyes,   talk  with  (incerity 
of  a  final  adjuftmcnt  i     Will  any  man  tells  us,  that  the  fecurity  of 
the  empire  is,  in  its  prefent  view,   founded  on  a  permanent  bafis  ? 
In  the  only  war  which  has  taken  place  fince  the  efiabli(hment  of 
Iri(h  independence,  the  queAion  of  mutual  intereA  has  been  fo  ex- 
actly jhe  fame,  that    I  cannot  quote  any  difference  of  opinion  on 
that  head.      Fortunately,  the  only   great   inAancc  in  which  two 
countries  could  a£t  in  oppofition  had  not  then  occurred ;  and  the 
local  intcrcA  of  Ireland  has,   in  the  prefent  war,  been  fo  intimately 
Qonrtedlcd  with  this  kingdom,  and  her  exiAcnce  and  welfare  has  fo 
much  depended  upon  us,  that  there  is  no  opportuniiy  of  citing  a  cafe 
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of  difpute  between  both  nations  on  the  great  quffiions  of  peace  and 
war.  But  will  the  honourable  gentleman  pretend  to  maintain,  that 
when  the  habit  of  difcufling  the  foreign  relations  of  the  empire  (hall 
take  place,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  may  not,  as  it  might  natu- 
rally think  itfelf  entitled  to  do,  proceed  to  inquire  into  treaties  and 
alliances? — On  a  fuppofed  difference  of  local  iniereft,  will  the 
honourable  gentletnan  tell  me,  it  is  impofllble  that  the  Partiamcnt 
of  Ireland  (hould  take  one  Aep  in  giving  advice  to  the  Sovereign, 
and  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  another?  If,  in  the  prefent 
conteA,  the  Oppofition  were  to  have  as  much  influence  in  Ireland 
as  they  formerly  pofTeflTed,  a  vote  for  peace  might  be  pafled,  and  the 
ofibrts  of  Great  Britain  paralized.  Will  the  honourabl egentleman 
Cell  me,  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  might  not,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
neutralize  its  ports,  prevent  the  raifing  of  recruits  for  the  army  and 
navy,  and  Qrike  a  fatal  blow  at  the  power,  and  endanger  the  ex- 
iftcnce  of  the  empire  ?  Let  any  man  maturely  refled  on  the  dan* 
gers  that  may  poflibly  refult  from  the  prefent  (ituation  of  both  coun*> 
tries,  and  he  will  tremble  at  the  perils  to  which  they  are  expofed. 
Even  with  regard  to  the  conteft  in  which  we  are  now  (truggling  for 
the  deareft  and  mod  valuable  confiderations,  is  there  not  ground  for 
juft  alarm  ?  It  is  true,  that  the  influence  of  the  Oppofltion  party 
in  Ireland  has  been  lefs  predominant  than  ever.  The  influence  of 
the  great  Patriot  is  eaitind  in  Ireland,  nearly  in  the  fame  way  that 
the  reputation  of  the  other  great  patriots  here  in  England  has  ex- 
pired. But  if  we  wifh  to  render  the  conncd^ion  perpetual,  and  to 
make  the  ties  indiflbluble,  (hall  we  do  our  duty  to  cither  country  if 
we  neglefl  to  bring  forward  this  propofition  ?  I  have,  Sir,  been 
arguing  to  provide  for  the  profperity  and'fafety  of  Ireland,  and  to 
remedy  the  miferabic  impcrfedions  of  the  arrangement  made  in 
1782.  But  how  does  it  ftand  at  prefent?  The  fituation  of  the 
country  is,  indeed,  deplorable.  Rent  by  party  diilradtion,  torn  by 
the  divifion  of  fcdts,  fubj€6^  to  the  revival  of  inflamed  hoftility,  a 
prey  to  the  hereditary  animofity  of  the  old  Irifti  and  Englifti  fcttlcts, 
the  fcene  of  conftant  prejudices  proceeding  from  fupcrftition  and  ig- 
norance. Add,  Sir,  to  this  true  colouring,  the  infufion  of  the  laft 
deadly  poifon,  Jacobinitm,  and  they  will  altogether  produce  a  pic- 
ture of  the  moft  horrible  kind.  There  we  may  clearly  diflinguifli 
a  mifcrable  ftatc  of  ceafelefs  contention,  of  perpetual  diffraction,  of 
the  moft  rooted  animofity,  which,  however  great  the  exertions  of  the 
Legiflaturc  of  Ireland  may  be,  and  I  heartily  give  them  all  the 
praife  which  they  have  received  from  the  tardy  panegyric  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  they  can  never  fucceed  in  removing.  Thefe 
cuiiCiJcrations,  without  entering  into  any  minute  details,  which,  a& 
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I  have  bdbrc  obferyed,  are,  in  this  ftage  of  the  bufincfs,  unneccflaiy, 
are,  I  trull,  fufficient  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  agree  to  the  inveftig^* 
tion  of  means  that  may  be  deemed  adequate  to  eftafolifh  the  internal 
Cfanquiliity  of  that  country,  add  to  the  ftore  of  our  common  r&- 
Iburces,  and  confolidate  and  ftrengthen  the  general  interefts  of  tixt 
Empire*  If  any  inftitution  be  inadequate  to  provide  an  efie^al 
lemedy  for  thefe  evils,  it  is,  Sir,  I  do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  the  Irilh 
JLegiflature  ;  not  from  any  defedl  of  intention,  not  from  any  want  of 
talent,  but  from  its  own  nature  ;  and  it  is,  and  muft  be,  incapable 
ofreftoring  the  internal  happinefs  of  the  country,  and  fixing  th^ 
{>rofperity  of  the  people  on  a  firm  and  permanent  bafis,  as  long  a* 
the  prefent  (late  of  that  kingdom,  with  refped  to  its  relation  to 
Great  Britain,  continues.  That  Legiilature,  formed  as  it  is,  muft 
continue  ever  radically  defedtive.  I  have,  Sir,  fpoken  an  honed 
and  a  fair  opinion.  I  have  not  been  deterred  from  it  by  any  appre- 
tenlion  that  it  may  not  prove  acceptable  to  any  fct  of  men  on  this 
ot  on  the  other  lide  of  the  water ;  but  there  is  no  circumflance  of 
probable  difficulty,  no  idea  of  the  lofs  of  popularity,  no  perfonal  con- 
fideration,  however  weighty,  can  prevent  me  from  ufing  every  exer* 
fion  and  every  efibrt  in  my  power  to  accomplifli  ^  nf^rafure  which, 
in  my  firm  convi6Kon,  direflly  tends  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  to  eftablifh  the  mutual  relations  of  both  coun- 
tries on  the  moil  -folid  and  advantageous  bafis,  and  to  confolidate, 
it\  the  moft  permanent  manner,  the  genuine  interefts  of  the  Britifh 
empire. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  (hould  trouble  the  Houfe  for  only  a 
fcw  moments,  in  which  he  would  endeavour  to  fet  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  right  with  regard  to  fome  points  upon 
which  he  fecmed  to  have  entirely  mifunderftood  htm.  The  right 
|)onourable  gentleman  had  aiTerted,  that  he  had  given  an  unqualified 
opinion  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  was  not  competent  to  agree 
to  an  Union  between  the  two  kingdoms,  and  infinuated  that  he  en- 
tertained fentiments  on  this  fubjedl  which  he  had  not  chofcn  to  cx- 
prefs.  What  right  had  the' right  honourable  gentleman  to  fay  that 
he  fpoke  not  what  he  thought,  or  that  he  had  in  his  heart  fenti- 
ments which  he  durft  not  fpeak  in  that  Houfe  ?  He  thought  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  known  him  too  long  and  too  well 
to  make  an  infinuation  of  this  kind  ;  but  he  did  not  give  that  un- 
qualified opinion  which  was  attributed  to  him.  He  had  merely  la- 
mented that  he  was  to  be  put  into  a  dilemma  when  he  (bould  be 
obliged  to  decide  upon  that  delicate  queftion :  when  the  time  came, 
however,  that  he  muft  give  his  opinion,  he  would  not  fhrink  from 
declaring  it.     With  r^rd  to  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  to  which 
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the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  referred,,  he  had  one  ^bfervatiod 
to  make.  He  mud  know,  that  a  propofitipn  to  confolidate  the  con- 
nefiion  between  the  two  countries  upon  a  bafis  agreeable  to  bothi 
could  not  mean  the  refcinding  the  independance  of  Ireland.  Was 
it  to  be  believed,  that  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  fuch  ati 
obje£l  in  view  ?  This  was  a  charge  which  had  been  often  brought 
forward,  but  which  never  was  made  without  being  anfwered.  The 
infinuation  that  had  been  thrown  out,  that  his  honourable  friend  had 
now  no  authority,  was  not  the  moft  decent :  he  pretended  to  no 
power,  but  he  pofTclTed^an  influence  of -which  he  could  hot  be  deprived^ 
the  moft  honourable  of  all  influence,  arifing  from  the  gratitude  and 
the  refpedl  of  every  indcpendant  mind  in  Great  Britain.  Could  it  be 
thought  that  his  honourable  friend,  with  all  tliat  noblenefs  of  nature 
for  which  he  was  dldinguifhed,  (hould  entertain  a  fecret  purpofe 
contrary  to  that  which  he  openly  avowed  ?  Such  condud  might 
become  the  crooked  policy  of  fome  men,  but  it  was  totally  incon* 
fiftent  with  the  candour  and  reditude  which  marked  all  the  aSioiu 
of  the  great  charadter  to  whom  this  allufion  had  been  made. 

Mr-  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  faid  he  ought  to  have  known  him  too  well  to  imagine  that  he 
entertained  any  opinion  he  dared  not  to  ftate  to  the  Houfc.  He  be- 
lieved the  honourable  gentleman  had  alfo  had  opportunities  of  know-*, 
ing  him,  and  he  did  not  fuppofe  it  would  be  thought  that  he  would 
retradl  any  opinion  he  had  intended  to  convey.  He  had  ftated,  that 
if  it  was  argued  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  had  no  right  to  de- 
cide upon  the  queftion  of  an  Union  \  the  fame  incompetence  applied 
to  the  Parliament  of  England.  This  was  a  confequencc  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  attempt  to  deny.  In  refpe£t  to  the 
refolution  of  the  Houfe  in  the  year  1782,  and  the  great  Statefman 
who  brought  it  forward,  of  whom  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
(jpoken  in  a  manner  rather  extraordinary,  but  which,  as  proceeding 
from  the  warmth  of  friendfhip,  carried  with  it  its  cxcufe.  With 
rfgard  to  tiTat  refolution,  it  had  been  faid  it  was  impoflible  that 
great  Statefman  could  bring  forward  a  propofition  different  from 
what  he  really  wirt^ed  to  be  carried  into  cfFefl.  Upon  this  he 
ihould  only  obferve,  that  he  had  had  frequent  opportunities  of  dit- 
cuffing  that  point  in  the  prefcnce  of  the  honourable  gentleman  al- 
luded to,  and  on  all  thcfe  occafions  he  was  fully  as  ill  fatisficd  with 
the  anfwcr  he  had  obtained  from  him,  as  he  was  with  that  which  he 
had  now  received.  He  certainly  could  not  fuppofe  that  honourable 
gentleman  intended  to  take  away  the  indepcndance  of  Ireland,  but 
from  the  words  of  the  refolution  he  had  a  right  to  prefuroe  that  it 
was  not  meant  to  leave  the  conncdlion  between  the  two  countries 
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efOL&lj  as  it  was,  and  that  confequently  the  meafures  then  adopted 
could  not  be  confidered  as  an  arrangement  which  was  never  to  be 
altered.  It  was  impoflible  for  him  to  know  what  was  intended  ; 
but  though  there  might  be  no  defign  of  changing  the  form,  or  abridg- 
ing the  independance  of  the  Legiflature  of  Ireland,  it  was  evident 
there  was  fome  ulterior  meafure  in  contemplation,  and  therefore  the 
ailment  fo  much  urged,  of  a  final  adjuftment  having  been  made 
muft  fall  to  the  ground.  Having  brought  the  queftion  to  this 
pointy  he  (hould  leave  it  there,  and  would  not  detain  the  Houfe  any 
farther. 

Mr.  MARTIN  thought,  that  if  upon  the  future  difcuflion  of 
the  fubjed  before  the  Houfe,  it  (hould  appear  that  a  Union  with  Ire- 
land was  a  meafure  which  would  contribute  to  the  advantage  of  both 
countries,  it  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sheridan  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  the  original  motion 
was  put  and  carried. 

The  papers  brought  down  by  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  were  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
balloted  for  to-morrow. 


Thuffday,  y^nuary  24. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do  proceed  to 
ballot  for  a  Secret  Committee  to  confider  of  the  papers  relative  to 
certain  fuppofed  confpiracies,  &c.  delivered  yederday  to  the  Houfe. 
The  Houfe  proceeded  to  ballot  accordingly,  and  the  following 
thirteen  names  were  returned  for  the  Committee : 

The  right  hcmourable  William  Pitt, 

The  right  honourable  Henry  Dundas,    * 

The  right  honourable  Lord  Hawkelbury, 

Edward  Wilbraham  Bootle,  Efq. 

Charles  Yorke,  Efq. 

Ifaac  Hawkins  Brovfrne;  Efq. 

The  right  honourable  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  (Sir  R.  P.  Ardcn), 

Mr.  Attorney  General  (Sir  John  Scott), 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  (Sir  John  Mitford), 

The  honourable  Spencer  Percival, 

The  right  honourable  Dudley  Ryder, 

Rowland  Burdon,  Efq. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  (Sir  R.  Carr  Glyn). 

Vol.  VIL  4L 
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The  foregoing  Commkfee  to  have  full  power  to  call  for  per- 
fonsy  papcrsi^  and  records,  and  to  fit  notwithffainding  any  adjourn- 
inent  of  the  Houft?. 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned  to  Thutfday  the  31ft  infbnt. 


Tbupfiajf  January  31. 

Mr.  Seeittary  DUNDAS  delivered  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
hi8  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  his  Grace  the 
puke  of  Portland,  dated  29th  November,  1798,  ineluding  the 
meflage  fent  by  his  Excellency  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliaaient,  with 
their  addrcffes  in  confcquence  thereof ;  and  alfo  the  reports  of  the 
Secret  Committees  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  in  Ireland. 
The  titles  of  the  papers  being  read,  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas'  Bfieved 
that  they  (hould  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed 
on  Thurfday  laft,  which  was  ordered. 

The  order  of  the  day  bejng  read  for  taking  His  Majcfiy's  mef- 
fage  into  confideration,  the  lame  was  read  by  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  rofc,  and  fpoke  as  follows  ; 
Sir,  when  I  propofed  to.  the  Houfe,  the  lad  time  this  fubjcd  was 
before  them,  to  fix  this  day  for  the  farther  confideration  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  meflage,  I  certainly  indulged  the  hope  that  the  refult  of  a 
iimilar  communication  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  would  have 
opened  a  more  fi&vourable  profped,  than  at  prefent  exifls,  of  the 
'  fpeedy  accompliihment  of  a  meafure  which  I  then  flated,  and  which 
I  ftill  conlider,  to  be  of  the  greateft  importance  to  the  power,  the 
ftability,  and  the  general  welfare  of  the  empire  \  to  the  immediate 
intcrelis  of  both  kingdoms  ;  and  more  particularly  to  the  peace, 
the  tranquillity,  and  the  fafety  of  Ireland:  in  this  hope,  I  am  forry 
to  fay,^  I  have  for  the  prefent  been  difappointed,  by  the  proceedings 
of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  which  we  have  been  informed 
fince  this  fubjedt  was  la(t  under  confideration. 

I  feel  and  know  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  poflfefles  the 
power,  the  intire  competence,,  on  the  behalf  of  that  country,  alike 
to  accept  or  rcjefl  a  propoiition  of  this  nature— a  power  which  I 
am  by  no  means  inclined  to  difpute.  ,  I  fee  that  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment one  Houfe  of  Parliament  in  Ireland  has  exprcffed  a  repug- 
nance, even  to  the  confideration  of  this  meafure.  F\eeHng,  Sir,  as 
I  have  already  Aated,  that  it  is  important,  not  only  as  it  tends  to 
the  general  profperity  of  the  empire  of  Great  Britain,  but  (what, 
under  every  fituation,  mud  always  be  to  me  an  objed  of  the  greateft 
moment}  feeling  that  it  was  dcfigned  and  calculated  to  IncrcaTe  the 
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profperity  and  enfure  the  iafirty  of  Ireland,  I  muft  bave  feen  witli 
tbe  deepcft  regset  thar,  at  the  very  firft  mosnentv  and  before  the  ns^ 
Cure  of  the  mcafure  oould  be  known*  it  was  fo  Kceived. 

But  whatever 'may  have  been  my  feelings  upon  this  fubje^ 
knowing  that  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  Legtflature  of  Ire- 
land to  rcjed  or  to  adopt  fucb  meafures  as  may  appear  to  them  in* 
jurious  or  beneficial,  £ur  be  it  from  me  to  fpeak  of  its  determination 
in  any  other  terms  but  thofe  of  reijpe^i.  Let  k  not,  therefore,  be 
imagined  that  I  am  inclined  to  prefs^  any  fentiment,  however  cal- 
culated it  nuiy  appear  tojne  to  benefit  every  member  of  the  empire, 
in  any  manner  which  may  kad  to  hoftile  difcuflion  between  two 
kingdoms,  whofe  mutual  happinefs  and  fafety  depend  upon  their 
beii^  flrifUy  and  cordially  united.  But  while  I  admit  and  refped 
the  rights  of  the  Parliamcht  of  Ireland,  I  feel  that,  as  a  Member 
of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  I  alfo  have  a  right  to  exercife^ 
and  a  duty  to  peiform.  That  duty  is  to  exprefs,  as  diftindly  as 
I  c^n,  the  general  nature  and  outline  of  the  plan,  which,  in  my 
confcience,  I  think  would  tend  in  the  Aroi^eft  manner  to  enfure  the 
fafety  and  the  happinefs  of  both  kingdoms. 

While  I  feel,  therefore,  that  as  long  as  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
of  Ireland  view  the  fubjeft  in  the  light  they  do  at  prefent,  there  is 
no  chance  of  its  adoption,  I  do  not  think  that  I  ought  on  that  ac- 
count to  abftain  from  fubmitting  it  to  the  confideration  of  this  Par- 
liament \  on  the  contrary,  I  think  it  only  the  more  neceflary  to 
explain  diftindlly  the  principles  of  the  meafure,  and  to  ftate  the^ 
grounds  upon  which  it  appears  4to  me  to  be  entitled  to  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Legiflature. 

If  Parliament,  when  it  is  In  poflcffion  of  the  bafis  upon  whicfi 
this  plan  is  founded,  and  of  its  general  outline,  (hould  be  of  opinion 
with  me,  that  it  is  founded  upon  fair,  juft,  and  equitable  principles, 
calculated  to  produce  mutual  advantages  to  the  two  kingdoms— if 
Parliament,  I  fay,  upon  full  explanation^  and  after  mature  delibera- 
tion, fhould  be  of  that  opinion,  I  (hould  propofe  that  its  determina-- 
tion  (hould  remain  recorded  as  that  by  which  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  were  ready  to  abide,  leaving  to  the  Legiflature  of  Ire- 
land to  rejed  or  to  adopt  it  hereafter,  upon  a  full  confideration  of 
the  fubje£t. 

There  is  no  man  who  will  deny  that  in  a  great  queftion  of  thia 
nature^  involving  in  itsobjefis  which,  in  the  firft  inftance,  are  moiie 
Jikcly  to  be  decided  upon  by  paffion  than  by  judgement ;  in  a  ques- 
tion in  which  an  honeft,  but,  I  muil  be  allowed  to  fay,  a  mifiakoit 
fenfe  of  national  pride  is  fo  likely  to  operate,  that  much  mifcon« 
ftnidion  and  mifconception  mu(l  inevitably  happen.     It  therefore 

4^  a 
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becomes  the  more  neccflary  that  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
which  propofes  the  mcafurc,  and  the  principles  of  the  meafure  it- 
felf»  (hould  be  diffin^ly  underilood.  But,  Sir,  in  fiating  that  in- 
tention and  chofe  principles,  I  look  to  fomething  more  than  a  mere 
vindicatipn  of  Government  for  having  propofed  the  tneafure.  I  do 
entertain  a  confidence,  even  under  the  apparent  difcouragement  of 
the  opinion  cxpreffed  by  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  this 
meafure  is  founded  upon  fuch  clear,  fuch  demonftrable  grounds  of 
utiliry,  is  fo  calculated  to  add  to  the  ftrcngth  and  power  of  the  em- 
pire, (in  which  the  fafcty  of  Ireland  is  included,  and  from  which  it 
never  can  be  fcparated)  and  is  attended  with  fo  many  advantages  to 
Ireland  in  particular,  that  all  that  can  be  neceffary  for  its  ultimate 
adoption  is,  that  it  (hould  be  ftated  diffiniSHy,  temperately,  and  fully, 
and  that  it  (hould  be  left  to  the  unprejudiced,  the  difpafTionate,  tlw 
fober  judgement  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.  I  wifti  that  thofc 
wlv'fc  intcrefts  are  involved  in  this  meafure  (hould  haVe  time  for  its 
*  confideration — I  wi(h  that  time  (hould  be  given  to  the  landed,  to  the 
mercantile,  and  manut'afluring  intcreft,  that  they  (hould  look  at  it 
in  all  its  bearings,  and  that  they  (hould  coolly  examine  and  (ift  the 
popular  arguments  by  which  it  has  been  oppofed,  and  that  then  they 
(hould  give  their  deliberate  and  final  judgement. 

I  am  the  more  ancouragcd  in  this  hope  of  the  ultimate  fuicccfs  of 
this  meafure,  when  I  fee,  notwithftanding  all  the  prejudices  which 
it  has  excited,  that  barely  more  than  one  half  of  the  Members  that 
attended  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  adverfc  to  it ;  and  that  in  the 
other  Houfe  of  Parliament  in  Irejand,  containing,  as  it  docs,  (b 
large  a  portion  of  the  property  of  that  kingdom,  it  was  approved  of 
by  a  large  majority.  When  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
fentiments  of  a  large  party  of  the  people  of  that  country  are  favoura- 
ble to  it  j  and  that  much  of  the  manufadluring,  and  of  the  com- 
mercial intcreft  of  Ir«land  are  already  fenfible  how  much  it  is  cal- 
culated to  promote  their  advantage,  I  think,  when  it  is  more  deli- 
berately examined,  and  when  it  is  feen  in  what  temper  it  is  here 
propofed  and  difcuflTcd,  that  it  will  (till  terminate  in  that  which  can 
alone  be  a  fortunate  refult. 

It  would  be  vain  indeed  to  hope  that  a  propofition  upon  which 
prejudices  are  fo  likely  to  operate,  and  which  is  fo  liable  to  mifcon- 
ception,  (hould  te  unanimoufly  approved.  But  the  approbation  I 
hope  for  is,  that  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  and-of  the  intelligent 
part  of  the  public  of  that  country.  It  is  with  a  view  to  this  objeft 
that  I  think'  it  my  duty  to  bring  this  meafure  forward  at  prcfcnt ; 
not  for  the  fake  of  urging  its  immediate  adoption,  but  that  it  may  be 
known  and  recorded  J  that  the  intention  of  the  Britiflh  Parliament 
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-may  be  known,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  produce  fimilar  fenttmcnts 
among  our  countryfnen  in  Ireland.  With  this  view,  it  is  mj  intention 
not  to  go  at  prefent  into  any  detailed  ftatement  pf  theplan,  becaurc 
iho'uld  it  ultimately  be  adopted,  the  minuter  parts  muft  n«ceflarily 
become  the  objects  of  much  diftind  difcuiTion ;  but  to  give  fuch  a 
general  ftatement  of  the  nature  of  the  meafure  as  will  enable  the 
Houfe  to  form  a  corredt  judgement  upon  it.. 

I  (hall  therefore.  Sir,  before  I  fit  down,  open  to  the  Houfc  a 
ftring  of  rcfolutions,  compriiing  the  general  heads  of  this  plan. 
it  will  be  neceflfary  for  me,  for  the  purpofe  of  difcuffing  thofe  refo- 
lutions  with  regularity  and  convenience^  to  move  that  the  Houfe 
ihould  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee.  And  I  have  already  dated, 
that  it  is  not  my  intention  then  to  prefs  the  Committee  to  come  to 
an  immediate  decifion  upon  the  refolutions  ;  but  if,  upon  full  and  de- 
liberate examination  the  refolutions  which  I  (hall  have  the  honour 
to  propofe,  and  which  contain  as  much  as  is  ncceffary  for  an  outline 
of  the  plan,  (hall  be  approved,  my  opinion  is,  that  nothing  can  con- 
tribute more  to  obviate  any  doubts  and  diffatisiaiBion  which  may 
exift,  than  that  Parliament  ihould  adopt  thofe  refolutions,  and  that 
it  fhould  rhcn  humbly  lay  them  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  leaving 
it  to  His  Majefty's  wifdom  to  communicate  them  to  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland,  whenever  circuniftances  (hould  appear  favourable  to  fuch 
a  meafure.  I  (hall  therefore.  Sir,  proceed  as  (hortly  as  I  can  to 
ftate  to  the  Houfe  the  nature  of  the  refolutions,  and  of  the  addrefs 
which  I  (hall  propofe  to  accompany  them,  if  it  (hould  be  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  Houfe  to  adopt  them. 

Having  now,  Sir,  explained  tO'  the  Houfe  the  mode  I  mean  to 
purfue,  and  my  reafons  for  periifting,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
(dances,  'in  fubmitting  this  meafure  to  the  confideration  of  Parlia- 
ment, I  will  endeavour  to  (late  the  general  grounds  on  which  it 
tcR^y  the  general  arguments  by  which  it  is  recommended,  and  to 
give  a  (hort  vieWof  the  outline  of  the  plan. 

As  to  the  general  principle  upon  which  the  whole  of  this  mea- 
fure is  founded,  I  am  happy  to  obferve,  from  what  pafled  upon  a 
former  occafion,  that  there  is  not  a  probability  of  any  difference  of 
opinion.  The  jgeneral  principle,  to  which  both  fides  of  the  Houfe 
perfectly  acceded,  is,  that  a  perpetual  conhedlion  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  is  eifential  to  the  interefts  of  both.  The  only 
honourable  gentleman,  who^  when  this  fubjcdt  was  before  the  Houfe 
on  a  former  day,  oppofed  the  xonfideratbn  of  the  plan  altogether^ 
Aated,  in  terms  as  firong  as  I  could  wi(h;  the  neccifity  of  'preferving 
the  ftridefl  connexion  between  the  two  coimtries.  1  moft  cordially 
agree  with  him  in  that  opinion  \  but  I  then  (bt^,  that  I  do  not 
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baiely  with  (6t  Ae  maintenlnoe  of  th«r  €enfiedio»aft  tcadicg  to  add 
to  the  general  firength  of  the  empire,  but  1  wi<b  for  the  nMial»> 
nance  of  it  with  a  peculiar  regard  to  the  local  interefts  of  Ireland, 
vi(h  a  regard  to  every  thing  that  can  give  to  Ireland  its  due  weig^ 
and  importance,  as  a  great  member  of  the  empire.  I  wl(b  for  it 
with  a  view  of  giving  to  that  country  the  meana  of  improving  all 
its  great  natural  refources,  and, of  giving  it  a  full  participation  of 
idl  thofc  bleifings  which  this  country  fo  eminently  enjoys. 

Confidcring  the  fubjed  in  this  point  of  view,  and  alTuming  it  as 
a  propoiition  not  to  be  controverted,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  thofe  who 
wiih  to  promote  the  intereA  and  profperity  of  both  cowtrica,  to 
tnaintain  the  Arongeft  connexion  between  them,  lee  me  aik,  what 
is  the  fituation  of  affairs  that  has  called  us  to  the  difcuflion  of  this 
fubjed)  This  very  connexion,  the  neceffity  of  which  has  been  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands»  has  been  attacked  by  foreign  enemies,  and 
by  domeftic  traitors.  The  diflblurion  of  this  connexion  is  the 
great  object  of  the  haAility  of  the  common  enemies  of  both  coun- 
tries ;  it  is  almoft  the  only  remaining  hope  with  which  they  now 
continue  the  conteft.  Baffled  and  defeated  as  thej  have  hitherto 
been,  they  ftill  retain  the  hope,  they  are  ftill  meditating  attempts, 
to  ditfolve  that  connedlion.  In  how  many  inllances  already  the 
i  efeat  of  their  hoftile  defigns  has  been  turned  to  the  confirmation 
of  our  firength  and  fecuriry,  I  need  not  enumerate*  God  grant  that 
in  this  inftance  the  fame  favour  of  Divine  Providence,  which  has 
in  fo  many  inftances  proteded  this  empirei  may  again  interpofe  in 
our  favour,  and  that  the  attempts  of  fhr  enemy  to  feparate  the  two 
countries,  may  tend  uluruaidly  to  Icnit  them  more  clofely  together, 
to  (H'engrhen  a  connexion,  the  beft  pledge  for  the  happinefs  of  both, 
and  fo  add  to  that  power  which  fortf»  the  chief  barrier  to  the  etvi- 
lixed  world,  againll  the  dc(hu6)ive  principles,  the  dangerous  pro- 
jects, and  the  unexampled  ufurpation  of  France.  This  connexion 
has  been  attacked  not  only  by  the  avowed  enemies  of  both  countries, 
bar  by  internal  treaibn,  a^irg  in  concert  with  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy.  Internal  treafon,  whicli  ingrafted  Jaoobinifm  on  thofc 
d|(eafes  which  necelfarily  grew  out  of  the  (late  and  condition  of 
Ireland. 

Thinking,  then,  as  we  all  mufl  think,  that  a  clofe  connexion 
wkh  Ireland  is  elfemial  to  the  interefts  of  both  countries,  and  feeing 
how  much  this  conne<£tk>n  is  attacked,  let  it  not  be  infinuated  that 
it  is  unneceflfary,  much  lefs  improper,  at  this  arduous  and  impor* 
tarn  crifis,  to  fee  whether  fomc  new  arrangements,  fome  fondatncntal 
ri'gu!a?ion8,are  not  nccctrary,to  guard  agarinAthe  threatened  dangw. 
1  Ik  foreign  and  dome  Ale  enemies  of  thefe  kingdoms  have  £hewo> 
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that  they  think  this  tfie  volnenble  point  in  whieh  we  majr  be  moft 
fuccefsfully  attacked  ;  let  us  derive  advantage^  if  we  can,  from  the 
hoftility  of  our  enemies — let  us  profit  by  the  defignft  of  thofe  who, 
if  their  conduA  difplays  no  true  wifdom,  at  leaft  poflefs  in  an  emi^ 
nent  degree  that  fpecies  of  wifdom  which  is  calculated  for  the  pro- 
motion of  mifchief.  They  know  upon  what  footing  that  conneo^ 
tion  refts  at  this  moment  between  the  two  countries,  and  they  feA 
the  mod  ardent  hope,  that  the  two  Parliaments  will  be  infatuated 
enough  not  to  render  their  deiigns  abortive,  by  fixing  that  connexion 
upon  a  more  folid  bafis. 

Thefe  circumfbnces  I  am  fure  will  not  be  denied.  And  if  upon 
other  grounds  we  had  any  doubt,  thefe  circumftanoes  alone  ought  to 
indues  us,  deliberately  and  difpaffionately,  to  review  the  fituation 
of  the  two  eountries,  and  to  endeavour  to  find  out  a  proper  remedy 
for  an  evil,  the  exigence  of  which  is  but  too  apparent.  It  requires 
but  a  moment's  refledion,  for  any  man  who  has  marked  the  pro- 
grefs  of  events,  to  decide  upon  the  true  ftate  and  character  of  this 
connexion.  '  It  is  evidently  one  whieh  does  not  aflPord  that  fecurity 
which,  even  in  times  lefs  dangerous  ;ind  lefs  critical  than  theprefent, 
would  have  been  neceflary,  to  enable  the  empire  to  avail  itfelf  of  its 
(Irength  and  its  refources. 

When  I  lad  addrefifed  the  Houfe  on  this  fubjeA,  I  ftated  that 
die  fettlement,  which  was  made  in  1712,  fo  far  ftom  deferving 
the  name.of  a  final  adjuflment,  was  one  that  left  the  connexion  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland  expofed  to  all  the  attacks  of  party, 
and  all  the  efFe&s  of  accident.  That  fettlement  confifi'ed  in  th« 
demolition  of  the  fyftem  which  before  held  the  two  countries  toge- 
ther. Let  me  not  be  underfiood  as  exprefling  any  regret  at  the 
termination  of  that  fyftem.  I  difapproved  of  it,  becaufe  I  thought 
it  was  one  unworthy  the  liberality  of  Great  Britain,  and  injurious 
to  the  ihtercfts  of  Ireland.  But  to  call  that  a  fyftem  in  itfelf — to 
call  that  a  glorious  hhnc  of  human  wifdom — which  is  no  more 
than  the  mere  demolition  of  another  fyftem — is  a  perverfion  of 
^erms  which,  however  prevalent  of  late,'  can  only  be  the  eSoA  of 
grofs  mifconception,  or  of  great  hypocrify. 

We  boaft  that  we  have  done  every  thing,  ^hen  we  have  merely 
dcftroyed  all  that  before  exifted,   without  fubftituting  any  thing  in 
its  place.     Such  was  the  final  adju^ent  of  1782;  and  I   can      I 
prove  it  to  be  fo,  not  only  from  the  plaineft  reafoning,  but  I  cart 
prove  ft  by  the  opinion  exprefled  by  the  Britifli  Parliament  at  that      j 
very  time.     I  can  prove  it  by  the  opinion  exprefted  by  thofe  very     j 
Miniftcrs  by  whom  it  was  propoTed  and  condu£ted«     I  can  prove  it 
by  the  opinion  of  that  very  Government  who  boaft  of  having 
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cSed^cd  a  final  adjuftment.  I  refer,  for  what  I  have  faid,  to  proofii 
which  they  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  anfwcr— -I  mean  their  own 
ads»  which  will  plainly  (hew  that  they  wero  of  opinion  that  a  new 
iyfiecn  would  be  neceflary. 

But,  Sir,  I  will  go  farther— I  will  alfo  produce  the  authority  of 
one  of  thofe  whofe  influence,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  has  been  pe- 
culiarly exerted  to  prevent  the  difcufiion  of  the  quefiion  in  Ireland 
-—of  one,  of  whom  I  do  not  wifh  to  fpeak  but  with  refped,  but  far 
whom,  neverthelefs,  I  (hould  convey  an  idea  of  more  refped  than 
I  can  now  feel  to  be  due  to  him,  if  I  were  merely  to  defcribe  him 
as  the  perfon  who  fills  the  fame  fituation,  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
.mons  of  Ireland,  which  you.  Sir,  hold  among  us,  and  of  which,  on 
all  occafions,  ygu  difcharge  the  duties  with  a  dignity  and  impartiality 
which  refleds  fo  much  credit  on  yourfelf,  and  fo  well  fupports  the 
chara<9er  and  authority  of  the  Houfe. 

On  a  former  night,  I  read  an  extradl  from  the  Journals,  to  (hew 
what  was  the  opinion  -even  of  thofe  by  whom  the  final  adjufiment 
was  propofe4  on  that  meafure.  It  would  there  appear,  that  the 
meffage  was  fent  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland^  recommending  to 
them  the  adoption  of  fome  plan  for  a  final  adjuftment  between  the 
two  countries,  and  wi(bing  to  know  what  were  the  grounds  of  the 
grievances  of  which  they  complained.  In  aiifwer  to  this  meflage, 
;the  Parliament  of  Iceland  ftated  certain  grievances,  the  principal  of 
which  was,  the  power  claimed  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
of  making  laws  to  bind  Ireland  \  but,  with  refpcdt  to  that  part  of 
•themeflage  which  related  to  the  propriety  of  adopting  fome  meafures 
for  a  final  adjuftment  between  the  two  countries,  they  were  wholly 
filent.  This  addr^fs  was  laid  hdorc  the  Parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  whom  a  fimilar  meflage  had  been  previoufly  fent,  and  on 
that  ground  was  moved  the  repeal  of  what  was  called  the  Declara- 
tory A6t ;  which  motion  was  affented  to  by  the  Britilh  Parliannent. 
This  fatisfadlion  was  complete  in  Ireland,  as  far  as  related  to  the 
grievance  of  which  her  Parliament  had  complained,  v!*£.  the  power 
of  the  Briti(h  Parliament  of  making  laws  for  Ireland,  becaufe,  by 
the  repeal  of  the  Declaratory  Ad,  that  power  was  given  up.  But 
fo  far  was  the  Minifier  of  that  day  from  confidering  that  the  repeal 
of  that  law  finally  terminated  all  differences,  and  eftablKhed  the  con- 
ne6tion  between  the  two  countries  upon  a  folid  bafis,  that  he  thought 
ir  neceflarrta  move  that  a  farther  fettlemcnt  was  indifpenfable  for 
the  maintenance  of  that  connexion. 

[Mr.  Sheridan  acrofs  the  table,  defired  that  that  part  of  the 
J"urnals  to  which  Mr.  Pitt  alluded,  might  be  read.] 

Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  continued.     Sir,  I  hayeflated  the  fiManoe 
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oif  the  Journals  correflly  ;  they,  were  read  on  a  former  night,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  may,  if  he  chufes»  have  them  read  again  ; 
if  he  does,  he  will  find  that  they  fully  juftify  the  Aatemcnt  I  have 
made  ;  hut  I  beg  that  at  prefent  I  may  not  be  intenupted.  I  do 
maintain,  that,  upon  a  reference  to  the  Journals  of  the  period  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  it  will  appear  that  a  farther  agreen  cnt '  be« 
fween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  there  ftated,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  day,  to  be  adfolutely  neceflary. 

I  beg  farther  to  ftate,  that  after  the  motion  for  the  bi)l,  of  which 
fo  much  has  been  faid,  was  paffed^  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty  was 
moved  and  carried,  praying  him  to  take  fuch  farther  meafures  as  to 
him  Teemed  proper,  to  flrengthen  the  connexion  between  the  two 
countries.  His  MajeAy's  moft  gracious  anfwer,  flating,  that  in 
compliance  with  the  addrefs,  he  would  immediately  take  fuch  mea- 
fures as  might  be  neceifary  for  that  purpofe,  was  delivered  to  tife 
Houfc  by  an  honourable  gentleman  who  then  filled  the  office  of  Se- 
cretary of  State,  and  whom  we  have  not  lately  feen  in  the  Houfe, 
though  he  flill  continues  to  be  a  Member  of  it.  I  do  afifert,  with- 
out the  leafi  fear  of  contradidion  from  any  gentleman  whatever^ 
diat  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Government  of  that  day,  to 
^dopt  fome  meafures  of  the  nature  alluded  to  in  the  addrefs ;  fince 
that  period,  however,  no  fuch  meafure  has  been  taken.  '  I  do  alfo 
maintain,  that  that  very  fyftem  which  by  thefe  very  Minifters  who 
brought  it  forward  was  foynd  to  be  imperfe£^,  even  for  the  purpofe 
of  maintaining  the  connexion  between  the  two  countries,  remains 
at  this  moment  in  the  fame  imperfcfi  ftate.  1(  leaves  the  two 
countries  with  feparate  and  independent  Legiflatures,  conne^d 
only  with  this  tie',  that  the.  Third  Eftate  in  both  countries  is  the 
fame— that  the  Executive  Government  is  the  fatne— *that  the  Crown 
exercifes  its  power  of  aiTenting  to  Irifh  adls  of  Parliament,  under 
the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  the  advice  of  Britifli 
Miniders. 

This  is  the  only  principle  of  connexion  which  is  left  by  the  final 
«djuAmentof  1782,  Whether  this  is  a  fuificient  tie  to  unite 
them  in  time  of  peace  ;  whether  in  time  of  war  it  is  fufficient  to 
confolidate  their  Arength  againft  a  common  enemy  i  whether  it  is 
fufficient  to  guard  againA  thofe  local  jealoufies  which  muA  necefTarily 
fometimes  cxift  between  countries  fo  conncfted  ;  whether  it  is  cal- 
culated to  give  to  Ireland  all  the  important  commercial  and  political 
advantages  which  (he  would  derive  from  a  clofer  connexion  with 
Great  Britain  ;  whether  it  can  give  to  both  nations  that  degree  of 
ftrength  and  profperity  which  muft  be  the  refult  of  fuch  a  meafurt 
as  the  preCcnt,  I  believe  needs  only  to  be  ftated  to  be  decided. 
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But  I  have  already  faid,  that  I  bavey  upon  this  point,  the  au- 
thority of  an  opinion  to  which  I  before  alluded— an  opinion  deli- 
vered upon  a  very  important  meafure,  very  foon  after  the  final  ad* 
juftment  of  1782.  The  meafure  to  which  I  refer,  was  diat  of 
the  commercilal  propofitions  which  were  brought  forward  in  1785- 
I  am  not  now  going  to  enter  into  a  difcuflion  of  the  merits  of  that 
meafure.  The  beft,  perhaps,  that  can  be  faid  of  it  is,  that  it  went 
as  far  as  circumftances  would  then  permit,  to  draw  the  two  CQun« 
tries  to  a  clofer  connexion.  But  tbofe  who  think  that  the  adjuft- 
mcint  of  1782  was  final,  and  that  it  contained  all  that'Was  neceflary 
for  the  eftablifhnfient  of  the  connexion  between  the  two  countries 
upon  a  firm  bafis,  can^  hardly  contend  that  the  commercial  propofi- 
tions^of  1785  were  neceflary  to  prevent  the  danger  of  feparation 
between  the  two  countries,  and  to  prevent  the  confliding  operation 
cf  independent  Legiflatures..  Yet,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  .there 
will  be  found,  upon  a  reference  to  better  records  than  thofe  in 
which  Parliamentary  Debates  are  ufually  fbted  (I  mean  a  fiate- 
ment  qf  what  paffed  in  the  difcuflion  upon  thofe  propofitions  four- 
teen years  a^,  made,  as  I  have  underflood,  by  fume  of  the  prin- 
cipal parties  themfelves),  thaf  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of 
that  day  in  Ireland,  in  a  debate  upon  the  Irifh  propofitions,  held 
this  language—''  If  this  infatuated  country  gives  up  tbe  prcfent 
**  offer,  fhe  may  look  for  it  again  in  vain."  Here  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was  happily  miflaken  ;  Ireland  has  again  had 
the  offer  of  the  fame  advantages,  but  more  compleati  and  in  all  re- 
fpeds  better  calculated  to  attain  their  object ;  and  this  oflfer  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  has  exerted  all  his  influence  to  ccje6t.  But 
he  goes  on  to  fay-— "  things  cannot  remain  as  they  are— 
''  Commercial  jealoufy  is  roufed— 'it  will  increafe  with  fivo  indt^ 
''  pendent  Legijlaiures'^znd  without  an  united  intereft  in  com- 
^*  merce,  in  a  commercial  empire,  political  Union  will  receive 
''  many  fhocks,  Tind  feparation  ofmierejl  mufl  thrczttn  feparation  ^ 
^^  connexion,  which  every  honefi  IriJhman'xnuR  muddcr  to  look  at,  as 
•*  a  poflible  event." 

Gentlemen  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  obferve,  that  I  am  not  now 
quoting  thefe  expreflions  as  pledges  given  by  that  right  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  would  fupport  a  propofal  for  a  Union  betweea 
the  two  countries ;  but  I  am  adduci/ig  them  to  prove,  that  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  two  countries  after  the  final  adjuftment  of  1782,  was 
fuch,  in  his  opinion,  as  led  to  the  danger  of  a  feparation  betweca 
them.  I  am  not  now  aiiguing,  that  a  Icgiflative  Union  is  the 
only  meafure  which  can  poflfibly  be  adopted  ;  but  I  am  contend- 
ing, that  the  adjuftmentof  1782  was. never  confidcred  as  fms^  bf 
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thoTe  who  now  (hte  it  to  be  fo  as  an  argument  agamft  the  confidera- 
tbn  of  the*  prefent  mcafure.  How  the  honourable  gentleman  on 
the  other  iide  of  the  Houfe  will  evade  this  authority  I  do  not  know 
•<— an  authority  too,  which,  I  muft  obferve,  he  feems  much  more 
inclined  to  treat  with  refpeA  than  he  was  formerly. 

But|  Sir,  it  does  not  ftop  there.  What  is  the  evil  to  which  he 
aHudes  ?  Commercial  jealouiies  between  two  countries  ading  upon 
the  laws  of  two  independent  Lcgiflatures,  and  from  the  danger  of 
tfaofe  Legiflatures  ading  in  oppofition  to  each  other.  How  can  this 
evil  be  remedied  ?  By  two  means  only  4  cither  by  fome  compact 
entered  into  by  the  Legiflatures  of  the  two  countries  refpcding  the 
mode  of  forming  their  commercial  regulations,  or  clfe  by  blcnd'ng 
the  two  Legiflatures  together ;  thefc  are  the  only  two  mrans.  I 
defy  the  wit  of  man  to  point  but  a  third.  The  mode  of  compad 
was  propored  in  1785  ;  but  unfortunitdy,  in  fpitc  of  that  right 
honourable  gentleman's  eloquence  and  authority,  who  then  flated 
the  importance  of  guarding  againft  the  evil,  it  fo  happened  that 
dodrincs,  derived  chiefly  from  this  fide  of  the  water,  fucccedcd  in 
convincing  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  that  it  would  be  inconliltent 
with  their  independence,  to  enter  into  any  compact  whatever.  We 
have  then  the  authority  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman  to  whom 
I  have  fo  often  alluded,  that  the  unfetlled  ftate  in  which  ihe  matter 
was  left,  would  give  ^'  Political  Uniotl  many  fl;iocks,  and  lead  to  a 
feparation  of  connection."  The  experiment  of  a  mutual  compa<9 
has  been  tried  without  fuccefs  ;  the  arrangement  of  that  fort,  which 
was  propofed  in  1 7.85^  in  order  to  obviate  the  inconveniences  flated 
by  the  right  honourable  jgentleman,  was  then  attacked  with  the  fame 
fuccefs  againft  his  authority,  as  another  and  more  effe<^ual  remedy 
has  recently  experienced  under  his  a^fpices.  The  ycfult  then  is— . 
you  mufl  remain  in  the  flate  which  that  right  honourable  gentleman 
has  defcribed,  with  the  feeds  of  feparation  in  the  fyflcm  now  efta- 
bliflied,  and  with  the  connedlion,  on  which  the  mutual  profpcrity 
of  both  countries  depends,  in  danger  of  being  hourly  diflblved,  or 
you  mufl  again  recur  to  the  propofal  of  a  compadl  fimilar  to  that 
rejedled  in  1785,  or 'you  muftrefort  to  the  beft.and  moft  efiedtual 
remedy— II  Legljlative  Union^ 

I  have  dwelt  longer,  perhaps,  upon  this  part  of  the  fubje6t  than 
was  abfolutely  neceflary,  becaufe  I  'believe  there  is  fcarcely  any  man 
who  has  ever  aflced  himfelf,  whether  there  is  a  folid,  permanent 
fyflem  of  connedtion  between  the  two  countries,  who  could,  upon 
refle<aion,  anfwcr  the  qucftion  in  the  affirmative.  'But  bcfides  the 
authorities  of  the  perfons  who  made  the  arrangement  in  1782,  and 
•f  thofe  who  have  fince  treated  of  it,  to  flicw  that  it  was  not 
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deemed  to  be  final  and  complete ;  I  have  fiiither  the  teft  of  expe- 
rience to  (hew  how  imperfsA  it  was,  and  how  inadequate  in  prae* 
tice  to  the  great  objed  of  cementing  the  connexion,  and  placing  it 
bejrond  the  danger  of  being  diiiblved.  In  the  fingle  inftanoe  which 
has  occurred,  (and  that  a  melancholy  one  which  all  c»f  us  deplored,) 
in  which  wc  could  feel  the  efFedls  of  two  jarring  Legillatures,  we 
did  feel  it.  On  that  occafion,  it  might  have  produced  the  moft 
iignal  calamities,  had  we  not  been  refcued  from  its  danger  by  an 
event,  to  which  no  man  can  now  look  back  without  feeling  the  ut« 
mod  joy  and  exultation ;  feelings,  which  fubfei^uent  circumflances 
have  ferved  to  heighten  and  confirm.  '  Every  gentleman  will  know, 
that  I  muft  allude  to  the  Regency.  With  two  independent  Lcgifla- 
tures,  adling  upon  different  principles,  it  was  accident  alone  that 
preferved  the  idenity  df  the  Executive  Power,  which  is  the  bond  and 
fecurity  of  the  connexion :  and  even  then  the  Etecutive  Authority, 
though  vefted  in  one  perfon,  would  have  been  held  by  two  different 
tenures,  by  one  tenure  in  England,  by  another  in  Ireland,  had  not 
the  xnterpofition  of  Providence  prevented  a  circumihince  pregnant 
with  the  moft  imminent  perils,  and  which  might  have  operated  to 
a  feparation  of  t^e  two  kingdoms. 

Aftqr  feeing  the  recorded  opinion  of  Parliament,  of  thofe  who 
made  the  arrangement  of  1782,  and  after  the  decided  teftimony  of 
experience  on  the  fubje£i,  within  the  (hort  period  of  fixteen  years, 
perhaps,  it  is  hardly  neccffary,  to  appeal  to  farther  proofs  of  its  in- 
adequacy, or  to  defire  gentlemen  to  look  forward  to  pofTible  cafes, 
which  I  could  eafily  put,  and  which  will  naturally  fuggeft  them- 
felves  to  the  minds  of  all,  who  chufe  to  turn  their  attention  to  the 
fubjcd. 

But  when  we  confider  the  diftind  powers  poliefled  by  the  two 
L^iilatures'  on  all  the  great  queftions  of  peace  and  war,  of  alliances 
and  confederacies^— (for  they  each  have  *  in  principle,  a  right  to  dif- 
cufs  them  and  decide  upon  them,  though  one  of  them  has  hitherto 
been  wifely  reftrained  by  difcretion,  from  the  exercifeof  that  right)—— 
have  we  not  feen  circumftances,  to  induce  us  to  think  it  pofTtblcy 
Acleafl,  that  on  fome  of  thefe  important  queftions  the  opinions  and 
decifions  of  the  two  Parliaments  might 'have  been  at  variarice? 
Are  we  talking  of  an  indifToluble  conne£lion»  when  we  fee  it  thus 
perpetually  liable  to  be  endangered  ?     Can  we  really  think  that  the 
interefts  of  the  empire^  or  of  in  diflerent  branches,  reft  upon  a  fafie 
and  folid  bafis  at  prefent  ?    I  am  anxious  to  difcufs  this  poiqt  cloTcly 
with  any  man,  either  here,  or  in  Ireland.     Will  it  be  faid,   that 
the  Parliament  of  the  latter  country  is  bound  by  our  decifion  on  the 
queftionof  peace  or  war?     And  if  not  ib  bound,  will  any  man. 
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loakirtg  at  human  nature  as  it  is^  contend,  that  there,  is  a  fufRcient 
certainty  that  the  dectfion  on  that  important  fubjeA  will  always  be 
the  fame  in  both  countries  ?  I  (hould  be  glad  to  receive  a  diftinA 
anfwer  to  this  quedbn,  from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  de- 
clared himfelf  to  be  as  warm  a  fribnd  to  the  connexion  between  the 
two  countries  as  I  am. 

Suppofe,  for  inftance,  that  the  prefent  war,  which  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  confiders  to  be  juft  and  neceHary,  had  been  voted 
by  the  Iri(h  Parliament,  tobeunjuft,  unneceflTaryy  extravagant,  and 
hoftile  to  the  principles  of  humanity  and  freedom.  Would  that 
Parliament  have  been  bound  by  this  country  ?  If  not ;— what  fecu- 
rity  have  we,  at  a  moment  the  moft  important  to  our  common  in. 
tereft  and  common  falvation,  that  the  two  kingdoms  (hould  have 
but  one  friend  and  one  foe  ?  I  repeat  it ;  I  am  eager  to  hear  what 
can  be  faid  in  juftification  of  a  bafis  fo  imperfed  and  unfound,  and 
liable  to  be  (haken  by  fo  many  acccidents.  I  have  already  obferved 
that  in  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  prefent  moment,  we  may 
find  ftrongcr  reafons  to  prove  the  neccflity  of  cofTeding  the  fyftcm 
of  conne6tion  between  this  country  and  Ireland,  of  fupplyin^its 
imperiedlions,  and  ilrengthening  its  weaknefs,  than  are  to  be  found 
at  any  former  period. 

Having  thus  ftated,  Sir,  and  I  think  fufEciently  proved,  that  the 
fettlement  of  1782,  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  it  can  be  con- 
iidcrod,Js  imperfe6),  and  inadequate  to  the  objed  of  maintaining  the 
connedlion  between  the  two  kingdoms,  I  proceed  next  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  peculiarly  call  upon  us  at  the  prefent  mometlt  to 
remedy  that  imperfeftion. 

This  country  is  at  this  time  engaged  in  the  mod  important,  and 
momentous  conflict  that  ever  occurred  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world  ; 
a  conflidl  in  which  Great  Britain  is  diftinguiOied  for  having  made 
the  only  manly  and  fuccefsful  (^and  againft  the  common  enemies  of 
civilized  focicty.  We  fee  the  point  in  which  that  enemy  thinks  us 
the  mod  aflailable — Are  we  not  then  bound  in  policy  and  prudence, 
to  (Irengthen  that  vulnerable  point,  involved  as  we  are  in  a  conteft 
of  Liberty  againft  Dcfpotifm — of  Property  againft  Plunder  and  Ra- 
pine—of Religion  and  Order  againft  Impiety  and  Anarchy  ?  Tlierc 
^  was  a  time  when  this  would  have  been  termed  declamation  ;  but, 
unfortunately,  long  and  bitter  experience  •  has  taught  us  to  feel  that 
it  is  only  the  feeble  and  imperfedl  reprefentation  of  thofe  calamities 
.  (the  rcfult  of  French  principles  and  French  arms),  which  are  at- 
tc(\cd  by  the  wounds  of  a  bleeding  world. 

Is  there  a  man  who  does  not  admit  the  importance  of  a  meafurc 
wbich|  at  fucha  cri(iS|  may  augment  the  ftrength  of  the  empire, 'and 
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thcrebj  enfure  ks  fafety  ?  Would  not  that  benefit  to  Ireland  be  di 
itfelf  fo  folid,  fo  ineftimablcy  that,  in  comparifon  with  it,  all  0001- 
mevcial  interefts,  and  the  prefervation  of  local  habits  and  manners, 
would  be  trifling,  even  if  they  were  endangered  by  the  prefent  mea- 
iure  ;  which  they  undoubtedly  are  not  ?  The  people  of  Irdand 
are  proud,  I  believe,  of  being  aflbciated.with  us  in  the  great  conteft 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  muft  feel  the  advantage  of  augment- 
ing the  general  force  of  the  einpire.  That  the  prefent  meafure  is 
calculated  to  produce  that  efFcd,  is  a  proportion  which  I  think  can- 
not be  difputcd.  There  is  not  in  any  Court  of  Europe  a  Statefman 
fo  ill  informed  as  not  to  know,  that  the  general  power  of  the  em- 
pire would  be  increafed  to  a  very  great  extent  indeed,  by  fueh  a  con- 
folidation  of  the  ftrength  of  the  two  kingdoms.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  century  every  writer  of  any  informatiort  on  the  fubjed  has  held 
the  fame  language,  and  in  the  general  ftrength  of  the  empire  both 
kingdoms  are  more  concerned  than  in  any  particular  interefts  which 
may  belong  to  either.  If  we  w^ere  to  a(k  the  Minifters  of  our  allies, 
what  meafure  they  thought  the  moft  likely  to  augment  the  power 
of  4he  Britiih  empire,  and  confequently  jncreafe  that  (irength  by 
which  they  were  now  proteSled — -jf  we  were  to  aflc  the  agent  of 
our  enemies,  what  meafure  would  be  the  moit  likely  to  render  their 
defigns  abortivc-^the  anfwer  would  be  the  fame  in  both  cafes,  viz. 
the  fitm  confolidation  of  every. part  of  the  empire. 

There  is  another  confideratlon  well  worth  attention.  EecoUefi 
what  are  the  peculiar  means  by  which  we  have  been  enabled  to 
Krfid  the  unequalled  and  eccentric  efforts  of  France,  without  any 
diminution,  nay,  with  anincreafe,  of  our  general  profperity — what, 
but  the  great  comfnercial  refources  which  we  pbflTefs  ?  A  meafure, 
then,  which  mud  communicate  to  fuch  a  mighty  limb  of  the  empire 
as  Ireland,  all  the  commercial  advantages  which  Great  Britain 
pofleiTes,  which  will  open- the  markets  of  the  one  country  to  the 
other,  which  will  give  them  both  the  common  ufe  of  their  capital, 
muft,  1)y  diffufing  a  large  portion  of  wealth  into  Ireland,  confider- 
ably  increafe  the  refources,  and  confequently  the  ftrer)gth,  of  the 
whole  empire. 

But  it  is  not  merely  in  this  general  view,  that  I  think  the  quef- 
tion  ought  to  be  confidered.  We  ought  to  look  to  it  with  a  view 
peculiarly  to  the  permanent  intcreft  and  fecurity  oMreland.  When 
that  country  was  threatened  with  the  double  danger  of  hoAilc  at- 
tacks by  enemies  without,  and  of  treafon  within,  from  "what  quarter  . 
did  (he  ilcrive  the  means  of  her*  deliverance  r— from  the  naval 
force  of  Great  Britain — from  the  voluntary  exertions  of  her  mili- 
tary of  every  defcripiion,  not  called  for  by  la»V'— and  from  her  pc- 
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cuniary  rcfources,  added  to  the  loyalty  and  energy  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ireland  itfelf ;  of  which  it  is  itnpofllible  to  fpeak  with  too 
much  praifcy  and  which  (hews  how  well  they  defcrvo  to  be  called 
the  brethren  of  Britons.  Their  own  courage  mighty  perhaps,  have 
ultimately  fucCeeded,  in  repelling  the  dangers  by  which  they  were 
threatened,  but  it  would  have  been  after  a  long  conteft,  and  after 
having  waded  through  feas  of  blood.  Are  we  fure  that  the  fame 
ready  and  efFedual  afliftance  which  we  have  happily  afforded,  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  will  be  always  equally  within  our  power  ? 
Great  Britain  has  always  felt  a  common  intcreA  in  ^the  (afety  of 
Ireland  \  but  that  common  intereft  was  never  fo  obvious  and  uri 
gent  as  when  the  common  enemy  made  her  attack  upon  Great 
Britain,  through  the  medium  of  Ireland,  and  when  their  attack 
upon  Ireland  went  to  deprive  her  of  her  connection  with  Great 
Britain,  and  to  fubftitute  in  its  (lead,  the  new  Government  of  the 
French  Republic.  When  that  danger  threatened  Ireland,  the 
purfe  of  ^Great  Britain  was  as  open  for  the  wants  of  Ireland,  as  for 
the  neceflfities  of  England. 

I  do  not.  Sir,  ftate  thefe  circumftanccs,  as  upbraiding  Ireland 
for  the  benefits  we  have  conferred  ;  far  froYn  it ;  but  I  ftatc  them 
>;vith  pleafure,  as  (hewing  the  friendlhip  and  good  will  with  which 
this  country  has  aded  towards  her.  But  if  druggies  of  this»fort  ~ 
niay  and  muft  return  again,  if  the  word  dangers  are  thofe  which 
are  yet  to  come,  dangers  which  may  be  greater  from  being  more 
difguifed'— if  thofe  (ituations  may  arife  when  the  fame  means  of 
relief  are  not  in  our  power,  what  is  the  remedy  that  reafon  and 
policy  point  out  ?  It  is  to  identify  them  with  us— -it  is  to  make 
them  part  of  the  fame  community,  by  giving  them  a  full  (hare*  of 
thofe  accumulated  blefTmgs  which  arc  difFufed  throughout  Great 
Britain  ;  it  is,  in  a  word,  by  giving  them  a  full  participation  of  the 
wealth,  the  power,  and  the  glory  of  the  Britifb  empire.  If  then 
this  meafure  comes  recommended  not  only  by  the  obvious  defers 
of  the  fyftem  which  now  exifts,  but  that  it  has  alfo  the  pre-eminent 
recommendation  of  increafing  the  general  power  of  the  empire,  and 
of  guarding  againft  future  danger  from  the  common  enemy;  we 
arc  next  to  confider  it  as  to  its  cSc&s  upon  the  internal  condition 
of  Ireland. 

I  know  perfe£lly  well,  that  as  long  as  Ireland  is  feparated  from 
Great  Britain,  any  attempt  on  our  part  to  provide  meafures  ^hich 
we  might  think  falutarj',  as  refpedJing  queftions  of  contending  feds 
or  parties,  of  the  claimed  rights  of  the  Catholics,  or  of  the  precau- 
tions nece(rary  for  the  fccuriry  of  the  Protef^ants — I  know  that  all 
thefe,  though  they  may  have  been  brought  forward  by  the  very  per- 
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ions  who  are  the  advocates  of  the  final  adjuftitient  in  1782,  were, 
in  fady  attacks  upon  the  independence  of  the  Irilh  Parii.^r^'n!,  and 
attempts  to  ufurp  the  right  of  deciding  on  points  ^vhi. ;.  can  only  be 
brought  within  our  province  by  c(/mpa^3.  Un:il  tnc  kingdunv*  are 
vnitedy  any  attempt  to  make  reguUiions  here  for  me  intern  il  ftarc 
of  Ireland  muft  certainly  be  a  violanun  of  hf r  irdcpendrncc.  B\it 
feeling  as  I  do,  for  their  inrtrefts  and  their  weihirc,  I  carinet  be 
inattentive  to  the  events  that  arc  puffing  before  me  ;  I  mulr  there- 
fore repeat,  that  %*hoe\cr  l^t'ks  at  the  circumftanccs  to  which  I 
have  alluded — whoever  confic.crs  that  the  enemy  have  (hewn  by 
their  condud,  that  they  confidcrcd  Ireland  as  the  weakeft  and  moft 
vulnerable  part  of  the  empire  ;  whoever  rcflcds  upon  thole  dread- 
ful and  inexcufiible  cruelties  inftigatcd  by  the  enemies  of  both  coun- 
tries, and  upon  thofe  lamentable  fc verities  by  which  the  exertions  for 
,  the  defence  of  Ireland  were  unhappily,  but  unavoidably,  attendcd| 
and  the  neccflity  of  which  is  itfclf  6ne  great  aggravation  of  the 
crimes,  and  treafons  which  led  to  them,  muft  (eel  that,  as  it  now 
ftands  compofedy  in  the  hoftile  divifion  of  its  fedts,  in  the  animofi- 
ties  exifting  between  ancient  fettlers  and  original  inhabitants,  in  the 
ignorance  and  want  of  civilization,  which  marks  that  country  moit 
than  almoft  any  other  country  in  Europe,  in  the  unfortunate  preva- 
lence of  Jacobin  principles,  ariiing  from  thefe  caufes,  and  aug- 
menting their  malignity,  and  which  have  produced  that  diftreiled 
ftate  which  we  now  deplore  ;  every  one,  I  fay,  who  refleds  upon 
all  thefe  circumftances,  muft  agree  with  me  in  thinking,  that  there 
is  no  cure  but  in  the  formation  of  a  General  1  mperial  Legiflature,  free 
alike  from  terror  and  from  refentment,  reipoved  from  the  danger 
and  agitation,  and  uninfluenced  by  the  prejudices,  and  uninfiamcd 
by  the  paftions  of  that  diftraded  country. 

I  know  that  it  is  impoflible,  if  we  wifti  to  confider  this  fubjcA 
properly,  to  confidcr  it  in  any  other  point  of  view  than  as  it  aiteAs 
the  empire  in  general*  I  know  that  the  interefts  of  the  two  coun- 
tries muft  be  taken  t(>gcther,  and  that  a  man  cannot  fpeak  as  a  true 
Englifhman,  unlcfs  he  fpeaks  as  a  true  Irifbman,  nor  as  a  true  Iriih* 
man,  unlefs  he  fpeaks  as  a  true  Englifbman :  but  if  it  were  pofiible  to 
feparate  them,  and  I  could  confider  myfclf  as  addrefling  you,  not  as 
intereftcd  for  the  empire  at  large,  but  for  Ireland  alone,  I  ifaould 
fay,  that  it  would  be  indifpenfably  neceffary,  for  the  fake  of  that 
country,  to  compofe  its  prefcnt  diftradWons,  by  the  adoptbn  of 
another  fyftem — I  fliould  fay,  that  the  eftabliftiment  of  an  Impe- 
rial Legiflature  was  the  only  means  of  healing  its  wounds,  and  of 
leftoring  it  to  tranquillity.     I  muft  here  take  die  liberty  of  alluding 
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to  ibme  topics  which  were  touched  upon  during  the  difcuflioh  of  the 
former  night. 

Among  the  great  and  known  defedls  of  Ireland,  one  of  the  mod 
prominent  features  i$,  its  want  of  induftry  and  a  capital;  how  are 
thofe  wants  to  be  fupplied,  but  by  blending  more  clofely  with  Ire- 
land, the  indu(hy  and  the  capital  of  this  country.  But,  above  all, 
in  the  great  leading  diftin£lion  between  the  people  of  Ireland,  (t 
mean  their  religious  diftin<f^ions,)  what  is  their  (ituation  ? — The 
Proteilant  feels  that  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  tlheaten  the  ex- 
igence of  the  Protcftant  afccndancy  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the' 
great  body  of  Catholics  feel  the  ei^abliihment  of  the  National 
Church,  and  their  exclufion  from  the  exercife  of  certain  rights  and 
privileges,  a  grievance.  Between  the  two,  it  becomes  a  matter  of 
difficulty  in  the  minds  of  many  p^rfons,  whether  it  woi;ld  be 
better  to  liften  only  to  the  fears  of  the  former^  or  to  grant  the  claims 
of  the  latter. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  fubje^  of  religious  diftindioii  is  a  dail- 
gerous  and  delicate  topic,  efpccially  when  applied  to  a  country  fuch 
as  Ireland  ;  the  fituatton  df  which  is  different  in  this  refpedl  from 
that  of  every  other.  Where  the  eftabliflied  religion  of  the  State  is 
the  fame  as  the  general  religion  of  the  empire,  and  where  the  pro- 
perty of  the  country  is  in  the  hands  of  a  comparatively  fmall  num- 
ber  of  perfons  profcfling  that  eftablifhed  religion,  while  the  religion 
of  a  great  majority  of  the  people  is  diifcrent,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay,  on 
general  principles,  what  fyftem  of  Church  EOablifhment  in  fuch  a 
country  would  be  free  from  difficulty  and  inconvenience.  By  many 
I  know  it  will  be  contended,  that  the  religion  profefled  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people,  would,  at  Icaft^  be  entitled  to  an  equality  of 
privileges.  I  have  heard  fuch  an  argument  urged  in  this  Houfe  ; 
but  thofe  who  apply  it  without  qualification  to  the  cnfe  of  Ireland, 
forget  furely  the  principles  on  which  Engliih  intereft  and  Englifh 
connexion  has  been  cftablilTicd  in  that  country,  and  on  which  its 
prefent  Legiflature  is  formed.  No  man  can  /ay,  fhJit,  in  the  prefenc 
ftate  of  things,  and  while  Ireland  remains  a  ll'paratc  kingdom, 
full  concciTions  could  be  made  to  the  Catholics,  without  endan- 
gering the  State,  and  (hakin<:;  the  Conftitution  of  Ireland  to  its 
centre. 

On  the  other  hand,  without  anticipating  the  difcufiion,  or  the 
propriety  of  agitating  the  qoeftion,  or  faying  how  Oxjn  orliow  late 
it  may  be'  fit  to  difcufa  it ;  two  propofitlons  arc  indifputablc  :  Firft, 
When  the  coikIsA  of  the  CathoKcs  (hall  be  Tjch  as  to  make  it  fafc 
for  die  Government  to  admit  them  to  the  participation  of  the  privi- 
leges granted  to  thof*  of  the  cftabliftied   religion,   and  when  the 
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temper  of  die  ttmcs-ihaU  be  fivounble  to  fuch  a  Rieafure--^Whcn 
thefe  events  take  place,  it  is  obvious  that  fuch  a  quefiion  may  be  ap* 
lated  in  an  Unit6d»  Imperial  Parliament,  with  much  greater  fafety, 
than  it  could  be  in  a  fcparatc  Lcgtflature.  In  the  fecond  place,  I 
think  it  certain  that,  even  for  whatever  period  it  may  be  thought 
neoeflary,  after  the  Union,  to  withhold  from  the  Catholics  the  en- 
joyment of  thofe  advantages,  many  of  the  objections  which  at  pre- 
ient  arife  out  of  their  (ituation  would  be  removed,  if  the  Proteftant 
Legiflature  ware  no  longer  feparate  and  lobal,  but  general  and 
imperial ;  and  the  Catholics  themfelves  would  at  once  feel  a  miti- 
gation of  the  mod  goading  and  irritating  of  their  prefent  caufcs  of 
complaint. 

How  far,  in  addition  to  this  great  and  leading  confideration,  it 
may  ^lib  be  wife  and  pradticable  to  accompany  the  nieafure  by  (bmc 
mode  of  relieving  the  lower  orders  from  the  prcffure  of  tithes, 
which,  in  many  inftances,  operate  at  prcfent  as  a  great  pradical 
evil,  or  to  make,  under  proper  regulations,  and  without  breaking  in 
on  the  fecurity  of  the  prefent  Proteftant  cftabli(hment,  an  efiefiual 
and  adequate  provilion  for  the  Catholic  Clergy,  it  is  not  now  necef- 
fary  to  difcufs.  It  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  thefe  and  all  other  fub> 
ordinate  points  oonneSed  with  the  fame  fubje£l,  are  more  likely  to 
be  permanently  and  fatisfadlorily  fettled  by  an  United  Legiflature, 
than  by  any  local  arrangements.  On  thefe  grounds  I  contend,  that 
with  a  view  to  providing  an  effeAual  remedy  for  the  diftraAions 
which  have  unhappily  prevailed  in  Ireland,  with  a  view  of  removing 
thofe  caufes  which  have  endangered,  and  flill  endanger  its  fecurity, 
the  meafurc  which  I  am  now  proposing,  promifes  to  be  more  efiec- 
tuat  than  any  other  which  can  be  devifed  ;  and.  on  thefe  grounds 
alone,  if  there  exifted  no  other,  I  fliould  foel  it  my  duty  to  fubmit  it 
to  the  Houfe. 

But,  Sir,  though  what  I  have  thus  flatcd  relates  moft  immediately 
to  the  great  obje^  of  healing  the  dilFentions,  and  providing  for  the 
internal  tranquillity  of  Ireland ;  there  arealfo  other  objeds  which, 
thou^  compaiativeiy  with  this  of  inferior  importance,  are  yet  in 
themfelves  highly  material,  and  in  a  fecondary  view,  well  worthy  of 
attention. 

I  have  heard  it  alked,  when  I  preflfed  the  meafure,  what  are  the 
pofiiive  advantages  that  Ireland  is  to  derive  firOm,  it  i  To  this  very 
quefiion  I  prefume  the  confideratipns  which  I  have  already  ujged 
aifibrd  a  fufficient  anfwer.  But,  in  fiiA,  the  queftion  itfelf  is  to  be 
oonfidered  in  another  view ;  and  it  will  be  found  to  bear  fome  re- 
femblance  to  a  queftion  which  has  been  repeatedly  put,  by  fomc  of 
the  gentlemen  oppofite  to  me»  during  the  laft  fix  years.     What  are 
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rhe  advantages  which  Great  Britain  has  gained  by  the  prefent  war 
Kjith  France  ? 

Ta  this,  the  brilliant  fucceiles  of  the  Britifli  arms  1^  fea  and 
land,  our  unexampled  naval  vi£lories  over  all  our  enemies^  the 
folid  acquifition  of  valuable  territory,  the  general  incrcafe  of  our 
power,  the  progreflive  extenlion  of  our  commerce,  and  a  fcries  of 
events  more  glorious  than  any  that  ever  adorned  the  page  of  our  hif* 
tory,  afford  at  once  an  ample  and  a  fatisfaAory  anfwer.  But  there  is 
another  general  anfwer*  which  we  have  uniformly  given,  and  which 
would  alone  be  fufficient :  it  is,  that  we  did  not  enter  into  this  war 
£oT  any  purpofe  of  ambition  ;  our  objedt  was  not  to  acquire,  but  to 
preferve ;  and  in  this  fepfe,  what  we  have  ^ined  by  the  war  is,  in 
one  word,  all  that  we  Ihould  have  loft  without  it :  it  is,  the  pre- 
iervatibn  of  our  conftitution,  our  independence,  our  honour,  our  ex- 
Kbnce  as  a  nation.' 

In  the  fame  manner  I  might  anfwer  the  queftion  with  refpeA  to 
Ireland ;  T  might  enumerate  the  general  advantages  which  Ireland 
would  derive  fiom  the  effects  of  the  arrangement  to  which  I  have 
already  referred^— the  prote^ion  which  (he  will  fecure  to  herfelf  in 
the  hour  of  danger.  The  mod  eflfcAual  means  of  increaiing  her 
oomnierce  and  improving  her  agriculture,  the  command  of  Englifh 
capital,  the  infufion  of  Englifh  manners  and  Engliih  induftry, 
neceflTarily  tending  to  ameliorate  her  condition,  to  accelerate  the 
progrefs  of  internal  civilization,  and  to  terminate  thofe  feuds  and 
diflentions  which  now  diftraft  the  countrv,  and  which  (he  does  not 
poiTefs,  within  herfelf,  the  power  either  to  control  or  to  extinguifh. 
She  would  fee  the  avenue  to  honours,  to  diftindions,  and  exalted 
fituations  in  the  general  feat  of  empire,  opened  to  all  thofe  whofe 
abilities  and  talents  enable  them  to  indulge  an  honourable  and 
laudable  ambition. 

But,  independent  of  all  thefe  advantages,  I  might  alfo  anfwer, 
that  the  queftion  is  not  what  Ireland  is  to  gain,  but  what  (he  is  to 
preferve :  nor  merely  how  (he  may  beft  improve  her  fituation,  but 
how  (he  is  to  avert  a  preiTmg  and  immediate  danger.  Is  this  view, 
what  (he  gains  is  the  prefervation  of  all  thofe  bleflTings  arifing  from 
the  Britifh  ConiHturion,  and  which  are  infcprable  from  her  connec- 
tion with  Great  Britain.  Thofe  bleiTings^  of  which  it  has  Jong  been 
the  aim  of  Fiance,  in  conjundion  with  domeftic  traitors,  to  de- 
prive her,  and  on  their  ruins  to  cflabHlh  (with  all  its  attendant  mife- 
ries  and  horrors)  a  Jacobin  Republic,  founded  on  French  influence, 
and  exifting  only  in  fubferviency  to  France. 

Such,  Sir,  would  be  the  anfwer,  if  we  dire£t  oqr  attention  only  to 

4N  a 


644  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commomsv 

the  qaeflion  of  general  advantage.  And  here  I  fliould  be  inclined 
Co  ftop ;  but  fince  it  has  alfo  been  more  particularly  afked,  what  an 
the  advantages  which  (he  is  to  gain,  in  point  of  commerce  and  ma- 
nofafluresy  I  am  defirous  of  applying  my  anfwer  more  immediately 
and  diftin6tly  to  that  part  of  the  fubjed  :  and,  as  I  know  that  the 
ftatement  will  carry  more  convidion  with  it,  to  thofc  who  make  the 
inquiry,  if  given  in  the  words  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  to 
whom,  arid  to  whofe  opinions,  I  have  had  more  than  one  occafion  to 
advert  in  the  courfe  of  this  night,  I  will  read  you  an  extraS  from 
his  recorded  fentiments  on  the  fubjeiSt,  in  tlie  year  1785,  on  this 
fame  memorable  occafion  of  the  commercial  propolitions.  Speaking 
of  a  folid  and  unalterable  corn  pad  between  the  two  countries,  (peak- 
ing exprefsly  of  the  peculiar  importance  of  infuiing  the  continuance 
of  thofe  commercial  benefits^  which  (he  at  that  tioK  held  only  at  the 
difcreiion  of  this  country,  he  fays — "  The  exportation  of  Irifh 
'^  produd?,  to  England,  ampunts  to  two  millions  and  a  half  annu- 
/'  ally  J  and  the  exportation  of  Britith  produdSj  to  Ireland, 
"  amounts  to  but  one  million." 

He  then  proceeds  to  reafon  upon  the  advantage  which  Ireland 
would  derive,  under  fuch  circumdances,  from  guarding  s^ainii 
mutual  prohibitions  ;'and  he  accompanies  the  Qatement^  which  I 
have  juft  read,  with  this  (»bfcrvation — 

'*  If,  indeed,  the  adjuftment  were  to  take  away  the  benefit 
''  from  Ireland,  it  would  be  a  g(X)d  caufe  for  rejeAing  it ;  but,  as 
^*  it  for  ever  confirms  all  the  advantages  we  derived  from  our  linen 
fVade,  and  binds  England  from  making  any  law  that  can  be  inju- 
rious to  it,  furely  gentlemen  who  regard  that  trade,  and  whefe 
'*  fortunes  and  rents  depend  on  its  prof  pent j^  %uill  wJ  entertain  a  mih 
"  mentis  doubt  about  embracing  the  offer.**    . 

Such  was  the  reafoning  of  the  Irifh  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, which  I  confidcr  to  have  been  perfcdly  juft.  With  re- 
ference to  his  late  opinions,  I  do  not  think  I  can  mpre  forcibly  re- 
ply, to  a  perfon  vvllo  tigns  Kis  name  to  propofitions  which  declare^ 
that  the  ruii^  of  the  linen  trade  of  Ireland  is  likely  to  be  the  confe- 
qncnccof  an  Union,  tliaaby  oppofing  to  him  his  Qvvn  opinion.  I 
fhall  be  able  ro  ftrengthcn  the  former  opinion  of  that  gentleman,!^ 
ftating,  that  the  progrefs  that  has  been  made  in  commercial  ad- 
vantages to  Ireland  lince  1785,  has  been  fijch  as  to  ?i;ndcr  his  ar- 
gument dill  more  appjicablc.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  com- 
nierce,  explained  by  the  fame  perfon  in  fa  concife  and  forcible  a 
manner,  that  I  am  h^ppy  to  vfc  his  own  ftatement  ?  He  docs 
not  co/ifine  himfclf  to  the  grofs  amount,  but  give  the  articles  in 
Retail 
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*<  Britain,"  he  (ays,  "  imports  annually  from  us  two  million 
^^  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  our  produ6is,  all,"  or  very  nearly 
**  all,  duty  free,  and  covenants  never  to  lay  a  duty  on  them.  Wc 
**  import  about  a  million  of  her's,  and  raife  a  revenue  on  almoft 
**  every  article  of  it,  and  rcfervc  the  power  of  continuing  that  rc- 
**  venue.  She  exports  to  us  fait  for  our  (ifhcries  and  provifions ; 
'*  hops,  which  we  cannot  grow  ;  coals,  which  we  cannot  raife ;  tin^ 
**  which  we  have  not ;  and  bark,  which  we  cannot  get  elfewhere : 
V  and  all  thcfe  without  referving  any  duty."  ,    - 

I  will  not  tire  the  psitience  of  the  Houfe  by  reading  ferther  ex- 
tracts i  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  whole  fpeech,  in  like 
manner,  points  out  the  advantages  of  the  commercial  propofitions 
(at  that  time  under  confideration)  as  a  ground- work  of  a  compadt. be- 
tween the  two  countries,  in  1785,  on  commercial  fubjefts.  But 
how  ftands  the  cafe  now  ?  The  trade  is  at  this  tinrie  infinitely  more 
advantageous  to  Ireland.  It  will  be  proved,  from  the  documents 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  mere  interchange 
of  manufadtures,  that  the  manufa£lures,  exported  to  Ireland  from 
Great  Britain,  in  1797,  very  little  exceeded  a  million  (ierling  (the 
articles  of  produce  amount  to  nearly  the  fame  fum)  while  Great 
Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  imported  from  Ireland  to  the  amount  of 
near  three  millions  in  the  manufaAured  articles  of  linen  and  linen 
yam,  and  betweeo  two  and  tiiree  millions  in  provifions  and  cattle, 
bclidcs  corn  and  other  articles  of  produce.. 

In  addition  to  thcfe  articles,  there  are  other  circumftances  <of  ad- 
vantage to  Ireland.  Articles  which  areeflential  to  her  trade  and  to 
her  fubiidence,  or  ferve  as  raw  materials  for  her  manufadures,  are 
fcnt  from  hence  free  of  duty.  It  is  exprefsly  dated  on  the  fame 
authority,  that  all  that  we  take  back  from  Ireland  was  liable  to  a 
duty  in  that  country  on  their  exports :  the  increafing  produce  of  the 
chief  article  of  their  manufaAure,  and  four- fifths, of  her  whole  ex- 
port trade,  are  to  be  afcribed,  not  to  that  Independent  Legifiature^  but 
to  the  liberality  of  the  Bricilh  Parlianient.  It  .is  by  the  free  ad- 
miflion  of  linens  for  our  market,  and  the  bounties  granted  by  the 
Britifh  Parliament  on  its  re  export,  that  the  linen  trade  has  been 
broughWo  the  height  at  which  we  now  fee  it.  To  the  Parlistment 
of  this  country,  then,  it  is  now  owing,  that  a  market  has  been  opened 
for  her  linen  to  the  amount  of  three  millions.  By  the  bounty  we 
give  to  Ireland,  we  afford  her  a  double  market  for  that  article,  and 
(what  is  dill  more  driking  and  important)  we  have  prevented  a 
competition  againft  her,  arifing  from  the  fuperior  cheapncfs  of  the 
linen  manufadlures  of  the  Continent,  by  fubjefling  their  importation 
to  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent. '   Nothing  would  more  clearly  (hew 
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nvhat  would  be  the  danger  to  Ireland  from  the  compettdon  in  all  its 
principal  branches  of  the  linen  trade,  Chan  the  fimple  fa6t,  that  we 
even  now  import  foreign  linens,  under  this  heavy  duty^  to  an  amount 
equal  to  a  feventh  part  of  all  that  Ireland  is  able  to  fend  us,  with 
the  preference  that  has  been  ftated.  By  this  arrangement  akmei  we 
muft  therefore  he  cortfidered,  either  as  foregoing  between  feven  and 
)(ight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  in  revenue,  which  we 
ihould  colled  if  we  chofe  to  levy  the  fame  duty  on  all  Ifnens,  Irifh 
as  well  as  foreign,  or  on  the  other  hand,  as  facrifking,  perhaps,  at 
lead,  a  million  ilerling  in  the  price  paid  for  thofe  articles,  by  the 
fiibjeds  of  this  country,  which  might  be  faved,  if  we  allowed  the 
importation  of  all  linen,  foreign  as  well  as  Iri(b,  equally  free 
from  duty. 

The  prefent  meafure  is,  however,  in  its  effects,  calculated  not 
merely  for  a  confirmation  of  the  advantages  on  which  the  perfon  to 
wixxn  I  have  alluded  has  infixed.  It  is  obvious  that  a  fuller  and 
more  perfc6t  connexion  of  the  two  countries,  from  whatever  caufe  it 
may  arife,  muft  produce  a  greater  focility  and  freedom  of  commercial 
istercourfe,  and  ultimately  lend  to  the  advantage  of  both.  The 
benefits  to  be  derived  to  either  country  from  fuch  an  arrangement 
mufl  indeed,  in  a  great  nncafure,  be  gradual ;  but  they  are  not  on 
that  account  the  Icfs  certain,  and  they  cannot  be  ftated  in  more 
forcible  language  than  in  thai  ufed  in  the  fpeech  to  which  I  have 
referred 

^*  Gentlemen  undervalue  the  redudion  of  Britifh  duties  on  our 
**  manufa6)ures.  I  agree  with  them  it  may  not  operate  foon,  but 
^  we  are  to  kok  forward  to  a  final  fettlement,  and  it  is  impoffibk 
**  hut  that  in  time,  with  as  good  climate,  equal  natural  powers, 
**  cheaper  food,  and  fewer  taxes,  we  muft  be  able  to  foil  to  them. 
*'  When  commercial  jealoufy  (ball  be  bani(hed  by  final  fettlement, 
**  and  trade  take  its  natural  and  fteady  courfe,  the  kingdoms  will 
**  ceafe  to  look  to  rivalihtp,  each  will  make  that  fabrick  which  it 
**  can  do  chmpefl,  and  buy  from  the  other  what  it  cannot  make  fo 
'<  advantagcouily.  Labour  will  be  then  truly  employed  to  profit, 
**  not  diverted  by  bounties,  jealoufies,  or  legiflative  int<;rfcpcnce, 
**  from  its  natural  and  beneficial  courfe.  This  fyftem  wilK  attain 
**  its  real  objctil,  confolidating  the  ftrength  of  the  remainirig  parts 
**  6f  the  empire,  by  ctKouraging  the  communications  of  thdr 
*•  market  among  themfelvcs,  with  preference  to  every  part  a^inil 
^*  all  ftrangers!" 

I  am,  at  Jcaft,  therefore,  fccure  from  the  defign  of  appearing  to 
deliver  any  partial  or  ccmmcrcial  opinion  of  my  own,  when  I  thus 
ftate,  on  theauriioiity  of  a  perfon  the  bcft  informcdi  and  who  then 
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judged  difpaflionatdy,  both  the  infinite  importance  to  Ireland  of  fe- 
curing  permanently  the  great  commercial  advantages  which  (he  nov 
holds  at  the  difcrction  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  additional  benefit 
which  (he  would  derive  from  any  fettlement  which  opened  to  her 
gradually  a  ftill  more  free  and  complete  commercial  intercourfe  with 
this  country.  And  while  I  ftate  thus  Arongly  the  commercial  ad- 
vantages to  the  fifter  kingdom,  I  have  no  alarm  left  I  (hould  excite 
any  fentiment  of  jealoufy  here.  I  know  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  wi(h  well  to  the  profperity  of  Ireland  ;  that,  if  the 
kingdoms  are  really  and  folidly  united,  they  feel  that  to  increafe  the 
commercial  wealth  of  one  country  is'  not  to  diminifli  that  of  the 
other,  but  to  increafe  the  ftrength  and  power  of  both.  But  to  jiifiify 
that  fentiment,  we  muft  be  fatisfied  that  the  wealth  we  are  pouring 
into  the  lap  of  Ireland  is  not  every  day  liable  to  be  fnatched  from 
us,  and  thrown  into  the  fcale  of  the  enemy.  If,  therefore,  Ireland 
is  to  continue,  as  I  truft  it  will  for  ever,  an  cflential  part  of  the  in* 
tcgral  ftrength  of  the  Briti(h  empire  ;  if  her  ftrength  is  to  be  perma- 
nently ours,  and  our  ftrength  to  be  hers,  neither  I,  nor  any  Englifh 
Minifter,  can  ever  be  deterred,  by  the  fear  of  creating  jealoufy 
in  .the^  hearts  of  £ngli(hn>en,  from  ftating  the  advantages  of  a 
clofer  connedtion,  or  from  giving  any  afliftance  to  the  commercial 
profperity  of  that  kingdom. 

If  ever,,  indeed,  I  (hould  have  the  misfortune  to  witnefs  the 
melancholy  moment  when  fuch  principles  muft  be  abandoned,  when 
all  hope  of  feeing  Ireland  permanently  and  fecurely  connecElcd  with 
this  countiy  (hall  be  at  an  end,  I  (hall,  at  leaft,  have  the  confola- 
tion  of  ki)Owing,  that  it  will  not  be  the  want  of  temper  or  forbear- 
ance, of  conciliation,  of  kindnefs,  or  of  full  explanation  on  our  part, 
which  will  have  produced  an  event  fo  fatal  to  Ireland,  and  fo  dan- 
gerous to  Great  Britain.  If  ever  the  over-bearing  power  of  preju- 
dice and  paflion  (liall  produce  that  fatal  confequence,  it  will  tou  late 
be  perceived  and  acknowledged,  that  all  the  great  commercial  ad- 
vantages which  Ireland  at  prefent  enjoys,  and  which  are  continu- 
ally increafing,  are  to  be  afcribed  to  the  liberal  condu«5t,  the  foftcr- 
ing  care,  of  the  Briti(h  empire,  extended  to  the  lifter  kingdom  as  to 
a  part  of  ourfelves,  and  not  (as  has  been  failacioufly  and  vainly  pre- 
tended) to  any  thing  which  has  been  done  or  can  be  done  by  the  in- 
dependent power  of  her  own  feparate  Legiflature. 

I  have  thus,  Sir,  endeavoured  to  ftate  to  you  the  reafons,  why  I 
think  this  meafure  advifable ;  why  I  wi(h  ir  to  be  propofcd  to  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  with  temper  and  fairnefs ;  and  why  it  ap- 
pears  to  me  entitled,  at  leaft,  to  2i  calm  and  difpaflionate  difcuiTion 
in  that  kingdom.   I  am  aware,  however,  that  objedlions  have  been 
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urged  againft  the  meafure,  fome  of  which  are  uikloubcedly  plaufible, 
and  have  been  but  too  fijccefsful  in  their  influence  on  the  Iriih  Par- 
liament.     Of  thefe  objediions  I  Ihall  now  proceedi  as  concifdy  as 

pofTible,  to  take  fome  notice. 

The  firft  is,  what  I  heard  alluded  to  by  the  honotirable  gentle- 
man oppofite  to  me,  vrhen  His  Majefty*s  meflage  was  brought  down ; 
namely— That  the  ParHarocnt  of  Ireland  is  incompetent  to  enter- 
tain and  difcufs  the  quedion,  or  rather,  to  ^&.  upon  the  meafure  pro- 
pofedy  without  having  previoufly  obtained  the  confent  of  the  people  of 
Ireland^  their  conflituents.  But,  Sir,  I  am  led  to  fuppofci  from  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  afterwards  ftated,  that  be  made  this  objec- 
tion, rather  by  way  of  deprecating  the  difcuflion  of  the  queftion,  than 
as  entertaining  the  fmallcft  doubt  upon  it  himfelf.     If,  however^ 
the  honourable  gentleman,  or  any  other  gentleman  .on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  (hould"  ferioufly  entertain  a  doubt  on  the  fubjed,  I 
(hall  be  ready  to  difcufs  it  with  him.  difiindlly,  either  this  night  or 
at  any  future  opportunity.     For  the  prefent  I  will  aflume,  that  no 
man  can  deny  the  competency  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  (repre- 
fenting  as  it  does,  in  the  language  of  our  Conftitution,  **  i/nu/uUjt 
fully^  and  freely^  all  the  ejiatrs  of  the  people  of  the  realm  "J  to  make 
laws  to  bind  that  people,  unlefs  he  is  difpofed  to  difiinguifh  that 
Parliament  from  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain ;  and,  while-he' 
maintains  the  independence  of  the  Iri(h  Legiflature,  yet  iknies  to 
it  the  lawful  and  eflential  powers  of  Parliament.     No  man,  who 
maintains  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  be  co-equal  with  our  own, 
can  deny  its  competency  on  thi^  queflion,  unlefs  he  riieans  to  go  the 
length  of  denying,  at  the  fame  moment,  the  whole  of  the  authority 
of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain — to  (hake  every  principle  of  le- 
giflation — and  to  maintain,  that  all  the  a6ls  paiTed,  and  ever}'  thing 
dpne  by  Parjiament,  or  fanflioned  by  its  authority,  however  facred/ 
however  bcncBcial,  is  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  an  a£V  of  ufurpa* 
tion.     He  muft  not  only  deny  the  validity  of  the  Union  between 
Scotland  j\nd  England,  but  he  muft  deny  the  authority  of  every  one 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  limited  Legiflature  (i  nee  the  Union;  nay^ 
Sir,   he  muft  go  ftill  farther,  and  deny  the  authority  under  which, 
we  now   fit  and  dclibcratV  here,  as  a  Houfe  of  Parliament.     Of 
courfe,  he  muft  deny  the  validity  of  the  adjuftment  of  1782,  and 
call  in  queftion  every  meafure  which  he  has  himfelf  been  the  moft- 
forward  to  have  enforced.     This  point,  Sir,  is  of  lo  much  impor- 
tance, that  I  think  I  ought  not  to  fulTer  the' opportunity  to  pafs, 
without  illuftrating  more  fully  what  I  mean.      If  this  principle  of 
the  incompetency  of  Parliament  Cvx  the  dccifron  of  the  meafure  be 
admitted,  or  if  it  be  contended,  that  Parliament  has  no  Icgitimattt 
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authority  to  difcufs  and  decide  upon  it^  you  mil  be  driven  to  the 
neceflfity  of  recognising  a  principle,  the  moft  dangerous  that  cvct 
was  adopted  in  any  civilized  ftate.  I  mean  the  principle,  that 
Parliament  cannot  adopt  any  mcafurc  new  in  its  nature,  and  of  great 
importance,  without  appealing  to  the  conftltuent  and  delegating  au- 
thority for  dircflions.  If  that  do^lrine  be  true,  look  to  what  an 
extent  it  will  carry  you.  If  fuch  an  argument  could  be  fet  up  and 
maintained,  you  a£lcd  without  any  legitimate  authority  when  you 
created  the  reprefcntation  of  the  principality  of  Wales,  or  of  either  of 
the  counties  Palatine  of  England.  Every  law .  that  Parliament 
ever  made,  without  that  appeal,  either  as  to  its  own  frame  and 
Conftitution,  as  to  the  qualification  of  the  eledors  or  the  ele£led,  aa 
to  the  great  and  fundamental  point  of  the  fucceflion  to  the  Crown^ 
was  made  without  due  authority. 

If  we  turn  to  Ireland  itfelf,  what  do  gentlemen  think  of  the 
power  of  that  Parliament,  which, ,  without  any  firefli  delegation 
from  its  Proteftant  conftituents,  affociates  to  itfelf  all  the  Catholic 
eicdtors,  and  thus  diftroys  a  fundamental  diftindion  on  which  it 
was  formed  ?  God  forbid  that  I  (tiould  objed  to  or  blame  any  o( 
thefe  meafurc?  !  I  am  only  ftating  the  extent  to  which  the  princi- 
ple (that  Parliament  has  no  authority  to  decide  upon  the  prefcnt 
ineafurc)  will  lead  ;  and,  if  it  be  admitted  in  one  cafe,  it  muft  be 
admitted  in  all.  Will  any  man  fay,  that  (although  a  Proteftant 
Parliament  in  Ireland,  chofen  exclufively  by  Proteftant  coitftituents^ 
has  by  its  own  inherent  power,  attd  without  confulting  thofe  confti- 
tucnts,  admitted  and  comprehended  the  Catholics  who  were  till 
then,  in  fa£f,  a  feparate  community)  that  Parliament  cannot  affo- 
ciatc  itfelf  with  another  Proteftant  dbmmunity,  reprefcntcd  by  a 
Proteftant  Parliament,  having  one  intereft  with  itfelf,  and  fimilar 
in  its  Laws,  its  Conftitution,  and  its  eftabliflied  Religion  ?  What 
muft  be  faid  by  thofe  who  have  at  any  time  been  friends  ta  aoy  plan 
of  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  particularly  fuch  as  have  been  moft 
recently  brought  forward,  cither  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  i 
Whatever  may  have  been  thought  of  the  propriety  of  the  meafure, 
I  never  heard  any  doubt  of  the  competency  of  Parliament  to  con-- 
fider  and  difcufs  it.  Yet  I  defy  any  man  to  maintain  the  princi- 
ple of  thofe  plans,  without  contending  that,  as  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, he  poffeflies  a  right  to  concur  in  disfranchifing  thofe  who  fcnt 
him  to  Parliament,  and  to  felefl:  others,  by  whom  he  was  not  eledled, 
in  their  ftead.  I  am  fure  that  no  fufticient  dt{iin6\ion,  in  point  of 
principle,  can  be  fuccefsfully  maintained  for  a  lingle  moment ;  nor 
ihould  I  deem  it  neceflfary  to  dwell  on  this  point,  in  the  manner  I 
do,  were  I  not  convinced  that  it  is  connected  in  part  with  all  thofe 
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falfe  and  dangerous  notions  ^on  the  fubje6t  of  Government  which 
have  lately  become  too  prevalent  in  the  world.  It  may,  in  fad,  be 
traced  to  that  grofs  perverfion  of  the  principles  of  all  political  fo- 
ciety,  whieh  reds  on  the  fuppofition  that  there  exifts  ccmtinually  in 
every  Government  a  Sovereignty  in  abeyance  (as  it  were)  on  the  part 
of  the  people,  ready- to  be  called  forth  on  every  occaiion,  or  rather, 
,  on  every  pretence,  when  it  may  fuit  the  purpofes  of  the  party  or 
faiSUon  who  are  the  advocates  of  this  dodlrine  to  fuppofe  an  occa(i<Hi 
for  its  exertion.  It  is  in  thefc  falfe  principles  that  are  contained 
the  feeds  of  all  (he  mifery,  defolation,  and  ruin,  which  in  the  prefect 
day  have  fpread  themfelves  over  fo  large  a  proportion  of  the  habi- 
table globe. 

Thcfe  principles,  Sir,  are,  at  length,  fo  well  known  and  under- 
fiood  in  their  pradlical  effedls,  that  they  can  no  longer  hope  for  one 
enlightened  or  intelligent  advocate,  when  they  appear  in  their  true 
colours.  Yet,  with  all  the  horror  we  all  feel,  in  common  with  the 
.refi  of  the  world,  at  the  efFe6l  of  them,  with  all  the  confirmed  and 
jncreafing  love  and  veneration  which  we  feel  towards  the  Conftitu- 
tion  of  our  Country,  founded  as  it  is,  both  in  theory  and  experi- 
ence, OH  principles  dire<flly  thc^  reverfe ;  yet,  there«are  too  many 
among  us,  who,  while  they  abhor  and  rejed  fuch  opinions,  when 
prjcfcrtted  to  them  in  their  naked  deformity,  fufFer  them  in  a  more 
difgMifcd  (hape  to  be  gradually  infufcd  into  their  minds,  and  infen- 
iibly  to  influence  and  bias  their  fentiments  and  arguments  on  the 
greateft  and  mod  important  difcufTions.  This  concealed  poifon  is 
now  more  to  be  dreaded  than  any  open  attempt  to  fupport  fuch  prin- 
ciples by  argument  or  to  enforce  them  by  arms.  No  fociety,  what- 
ever be  its  particular  form,  ^an  long  fubfift,  if  thir.  principle  is  once 
admitted.  In  every  Government,  there  muft  rcfide  fomewhere  a 
fupreme,  abfolute,  and  unlimited ,  authority.  This  is  equally  true 
of  every  lawful  Monarchy—of  every  Ariftocracy— of  every  pure 
Democracy  (if  indeed  fuch  a  form  of  Government  ever  has  cxifled, 
or  ever  can  exidj — and  of  thofc  mixed  Conftitutions  formed  and 
compounded  from  the  pthers,  which  we  are  juftly  inclined  to  prefer 
to  any  of  them.  In  all  thefe  Governments,  indeed  alike,  that 
power  may  by  poflTibiiity  be  abufed,  but  whether  the  abufe  is  fuch 
as  to  juftify  and  call  for  the  interference  of  the  people  coUefiively, 
or,  more  pfoperly  fpeaking,  of  any  portion  of' it,  muft  always  be  an 
extreme  cafe,  and  a  queflion  of  the  greateft  and  moft  perilous  refpon- 
fibility,  not  in  law  only,  but  in  confcience  and  in  duty,  to  all  ihofc 
who  cither  adt  upon  it  thefnfelves,  or  perfuade  others  to  do  fo. 
But  no  prpvifion  for  fuch  a  cafe  ever  has  been  or  can  be  made  be- 
forehand i    it  forms  no  chapter  in  any  known  code  of  laws,  it  can 
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find  no  place  in  ariy  iyftem  of  human  jurifpradence.     Buf^  above 
ally  if  fuch  a  principle  can  make  no  part  of  any  eftablilhed  Confti- 
tution,  not  even  of  thofe  where  the  Government  is  fo  framed  as  to  be 
moft  liable  to  the  abufe  of  its  powers,  it  will  be  prepo0erous  indeed 
to  fuppofe  that  it  can  be  admitted  in  one  where  thofe  poweiy  are  fo 
didributed  and  balanced  as  to  furnifti  the  bed  fecurity  againft  the 
probability  of  fuch  an  abufe.     Shall  that  principle  be  fandioned  as 
a  neceflary  part  of  the  beft  Government,  which  cannot  be  admitted 
to  exid  even  as  an  eflabliflied  check  upon  the  word  !     Pregnant  as 
it  is  with  danger  and  confufion,  (hall  it  be  receivecl  and  authorized 
in  proportion  as  every  rcafon  which  can  ever  make  it  neceffary  to 
recur  to  it  is  not  likely  to  exift  ?     Yet,  Sir,  I  know  not  how  it  is, 
that,  in  pi^oportion  as  we  are  Icfs  likely  to  have  occafion  for  fo  def- 
perate  a  remedy,  in  proportion  as  a  Government  is  fo  framed  as  to^ 
provide  within  itfelf  the  beft  guard  and  control  on  the  exercife  of 
every  branch  of  authority,  to  furnifli  the  means  of  preventing  or 
oorreding  every  abufe  oif  power,  and  to  fecure  by  its  own  natural 
operation,  a  due  attention  to  the  intcreft  and  feelings  of  every  part 
of  the  community,  in  that  very  proportion  perfons  have  been  found 
perverfe  enough  to  imagine,  that  fuch  a  Conftitution  admits  and  . 
locegnizes,  as  a^part  of  it,  that  which  is  inconfident  with  the  nature 
of  any  Government,  and,  above  all,  inapplicable  to  our  own. 

I  have  faid  more,*  Sir,  upon  this  fubje6l  than  I  fhould  have 
thought  neceflary,  if  I  had  not  ft^lt  that  this  falfe  and  dangerous 
mockery  of  the  Sovereignty  cf  the  People  is  in  truth  one  of  the  chief 
dements  of  Jacobinifm^  one  of  thc/favourite  impoftures  to  miflead 
the  underftanding,  and  tb  flatter  and  inflame  the  paflions  of  the 
mafs  of  mankind,  who  have  not  the  opportunity  of  examining  and 
expofing  it,  and  that,  as  fuch,  on  every  occafion,  and  in  every  fliape 
in  which  it  appeitrs,  it  ought  to  be  combated  and  refifted  by  every 
friend  to  civil  order,  and  to  the  peace  .and  happinefsof  mankind. 

Sir,  the  next  and  hot  the  leaft  prevalent  objediion,  is  one  which 
is  contained  in  words  which  are  an  appea)  to  a  natural  and  lauda- 
ble, but  what  I  muft  call  an  erroneous  and  miftakcn,  fenfe  of  na- 
tional pride.  It  is  an  appeal  to  the  generous  and  noble  paflions  of 
a  nation  eafily  inflamed  under  any  fuppofed  attack  upon  its  honour,  I 
mean  the  attempt  to  rcprefent  the  qucftion  of  a  Union  by  compaft 
between  the  Parliaments ,of  the  two  kingdoms  as  a  qucflion  involv-  . 
ing  the  independence  of  Ireland  It  has  been  faid,  that  no  com- 
peni&tion  could  be  made  to  any  country  for  the  furrendcr  of  its  na- 
tional independence.  Sir,  on  this,  as  well  as  on  every  part  of  the 
queflion,  I  am  defirous  gentlemen  (hould  come  clofely  to  the  point , 
that  they  ihould  lift  it  to  the  bottom,  and  sifccrtain  upon  what 
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grounds  and  principles  their  opiniofi  really  reds.     Do  they  mean 
to  maintain  that  in  any  humiliating,  in  any  degrading  fenfe  of  the 
word  which  can  be  a£led  upon  phidtically  as  a  rule,  and^which  can 
lead  to  any  ufeful  conclufion,  that  at  any  time  when  the  government 
of  any  |wo  feparate  countries  unite  in  forming  one  more  extcnfive 
empire^  that  the  individuals  who  compofcd  either  of  the  former  nar- 
row focieties  are  afterwards  lefs  members  of  an  independent  country, 
or  to  any  valuable  and  ufeful  purpofe  lefs  pofleiTed  of  political  free- 
dom or  civil  happinefs  than  they  were  before  ?      It  muft  be  obvious 
to  every  gentleman  who  will  look  at  the  fubjcdt,  in  tracing  the  hif- 
tories  of  all  the  countries,  the  mo(\  proud  of  their  prefent  exiitirg 
independence,  of  all  the  nations  in  Europe,  there  is  not  one  that 
could  exift  in  the  ftate  in  which  it  now  ftands,  if  that  principle  had 
been  aflcd  upon  by  our  forefathers  ;  and  Europe  muft  have  re- 
mained^ to  this  hopr  in  a  Rate  of  ignorance  and  barbarifm,  from  the 
perpetual  warfare  of  independent  and  petty  Aates.      In  the  inftance 
of  our  own  country,  it  would  be  a  fupcrfluous  wa^e  of  time  to  enu- 
merate the  (ieps  by  which  all  its  parts  were  formed  into  one  king- 
dom ;  but  will  any  man  in  general  affcrt,  thai  in  all  the  different 
Unions  which   have  formed  the  principal  ftatcs  of  Europe,  their 
inhabitants  have  become  lefs  free,  that  tliev  have  had  lefs  of  which 
to  be  proud,  lefs  fcope  for  their  own  exertions,   than  they  had  in 
their  former  fituati(»n  ?      If  thisdcdrinc  is  to  be  gcrerally  main- 
tained, what  becomes  of  the  fituation  at  this  hour  of  anv  one  ccuntv 
of  England,  or  of  any  one  county  of  Ireland,  now  united  under  the 
independent  Parliament  of  that  kingdom  ?      If  it  be  puflicdto  its 
full  extent,  it  is  obvioufly  incotppatible  with  all  civil  focicty.     As 
the  former  principle  of  the  fovercignty  of  the  people  ftrikcs  at  the 
foundation  of  all  governments,  fo  this  is  equally  hoftilc  to  all  ix>li- 
tical  confederacy,  and  mankind  muft  be  driven  back  to  what  is  called 
the  ftatc  of  nature.  ' 

But  while  I  combat  this  general  and  abftraft  principlCf  which 
would  operate  as   an    obje6iion   to   every  .Union  between  feparate 
Aates,  on  the  ground  of  the  facrifice  of  independence, '  do  I  mean 
to  contend  that  there  is  in  no  cafe  jufi  ground  for  fuch  a  feniimcnt? 
'  Far  from  it :   it  may  become,  on  many  occafions,  the  firft  duty  of  a 
free  and  generous  people.      1/  there  exifts  a  country  which  contains 
within  itfelf  the  means  of  military  protedion,  the  naval  force  ne- 
ceffary  for  its  defence,  which  furnif^es  objeflsof  induftry  fufBcicnt 
for  the  fubfillencc  of  its  inhabitants,  and  pecuniary  refourccs  ade- 
quate to  maintainii.g,  with  dignity,  the  rank  wliich  it  has  attained 
among  the  nations  of  the  world;  if,  above  all,  it  enjoys  the  blefflngs 
of  internal  content  and  tranquilliiy,  and  poffpffcs  a  diftind  conftiiu* 
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tion  of  itsj)wn,  the  dcfefts  of  which,  if  any,  it  is  within  itfclf  capa« 
ble  of  corrc£ltng,  and  if  that  conditution  be  equal,  if  not  fuperior, 
to  that  of  any  other  in  the  world,  or  (which  isnearly  the  fame  thing) 
if  thofe  who  live  under  it  believe  it  to  be  fo,  and  fondly  cherifli  that 
.opinion,  I  can  indeed  well  underftand  that'  fuch  a  country  muft  be 
jealous  of  any  meafure,  v^liich,  even  by  its  own  confent,  under  the 
authority  of  its  own  lawful  government,  is.  to  afTociate  it  as  a  part 
of  ?i  larger  and  more  extcnfive  empire. 

But,  Sir,  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it'fhould  happen  that  there  be  a 
country  which,  againll  the  greafcA  of  all  dangers  that  threaten  its 
peace  and  fccurity,  has  not  adequate  means  of  prote6ting  itfelf  with- 
out the  aid  of  another  nation  ;  if  that,  other  be  a  neighbouring  and 
kindred  nation^  fpeaking  the  fame  language,  whofe  laws,  whofe  cus- 
toms and  habits  arc  the  fame  in  principle,. but  carried  to  a  greater 
degree  of  perfeflion,  with  a  more  extenfive  comnicrcc,  and  more 
abundant  means  of  acquiring  and  di(fu(ing« national  wealth ;  the 
ftability  of  whofe  government — the  excellence  of  whofe, conftitution 
—is  more  than  ever  the  admiration  and  envy  of  Europe,  and  of 
which  the  very  country  of  which  we  are  fpeaking  can  only  boaft  an 
inadequate  and  imperfefl  refemblance ;— under  fuch  circumftances, 
I  would  aik,  what  condud  would  be'prefcribcd  by  every  rational 
principle  of  dignity,  of  honour,  or  of  intercft?  I  would  alk,  whe- 
ther this  is  not  a  faithful  defcription  of  the  circumftances  which 
ought  to  difpofe  Ireland  to  a  Union  ?  Whether  Great  Britain  is 
not  precifcly  the  nation  with  which,  on  thefc  principles,  a  country, 
fituatcd  as  Ireland  is',  would  defirc  to  unite  ?  Docs  a  Union,  undef 
fuch  circumftanccs,  by  free  confent,  and  on  juft  and  eqiml  terms, 
defervc  to  be  branded  as  a  propofal  for  fubje£)ing  Ireland  to  a 
foreign  yoke?  Is  it  not  rather  the  free  and  voluntary  affociation 
of  two  great  countries,  which  join,  for  their  common  benefit,  ir 
one  empire,  where  each  wiH  retain  its  proportional  weight  and 
importance,  under  the  fecurity  of  equal  laws,  reciprocal  affedVioni 
and  infcparable  intcreOs,  and  which  want  nothing  but  that  indiflblu- 
ble  connexion  to  render  both  invincible  ?  ' 

Ncn  ego  ncc  Teucris  Italos  parcre  julelo 

Nee  nova  regna  f>eto  ;  paribus  fe  legitus  amla 

Invi^a  gent e  5  it  tenia  in  feeder  a  mitt  ant. 

Sir,  I  have  nearly  ftated  all  that  is  neceflary  for  mc  to  troubh 
the  Houfe  with ;  there  are,  hoWever,  one  or  two  other  objcdtion 
which  I  wi(h  not  entirely  to  pafs  over  :  one  of  them  is,  a  general 
notion  th^t  a  Union  with  Great  Britain  muft  neceffarily  increafi 
one  of  the  ^reat  evils  of  Ireland^  by  producing  depopulation  ii 
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many  parts  of  \hb  country,  and  by  increafing  greatly  the  number  of 
abfentees.  I  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  this  cfTed  would,  to  a 
limited  extent,  take' place  during  a  part  of  the  year  ;  but  I  think  it 
will  not  be  difficult  for  me  to  prove,  that  this  circumftance  will  be 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  operation,  of  the  fydem  in  other 
refpedis. 

If  it  be  true  that  this  meafure  has  an  inevitable  tendency  to  ad- 
mit the  introdu6tion  of  that  3nti(h  capital  which  Is  moft  likely  to 
give  life  to  all  the  operations  of  commerce,  and  to  all  the  impmve- 
ments  of  agriculture  ;  if  it  be  that  which  above  all  other  confidcra- 
tions  is  moft  likely  to  give  fccurity,  quiet,  and  intcrnaf  rtpofe  to 
Ireland  ;  if  it  is  likely  to  remove  the  chief  bar  to  the  internal  ad- 
vancement of  wealth  and  of  civili^tion,  by  a  more  intimate  intcr- 
courfe  with  England  ;  if  it  is  more  likely  to  communicate  from 
hence  thofe  hab|cs' which  diftinguifh  thi»  country,  and  which,  by  a 
continued  gradation,  unite  the  highcft  and  the  lowcft  orders  of  the 
community  without  a  chafm  in  any  part  of  the  fyftem  ;  if  it  is  not 
only  likely  to  invite  (as  I  have  already  faid)  Englidi  capital  to  fet 
commerce  in  motion,  but  to  offer  it  the  ufe  of  new  markets,  to  open 
frefti  refources  of  wealth  and  induftry  ;  can  wealth,  can  induftry, 
lean  civilization  increafe  atpong  the  whole  bulk  of  the  people  with- 
jout  much  more  than  counterbalancing  the  partial  effcd  of  the  rc- 
nnoval  of  the  few  individuals  who,  for  a  fmall  part  of  the  year, 
|would  follow  the  feat  of  legiflation  ?  If,  notwithftanding  the  ab- 
Ifence  of  Parliament  from  Dublin,  it  would*  ftill  remain- the  centre 
)of  education  and  of  the  internal  commerce  of  a  country  increafing 
^n  improvement;  if  it  would  ftill  remain  the  feat  of  legal  difcuffion» 
[which  muft  always  increafe  with  an  increafe  of  property  and  occupa- 
jtion,  will  it  be  fuppofed,  with  a  view  even  to  the  interefts  of  thofe 
jwhofe  partial  interefts  have  been  moft  fucccfsfully  appealed  to ; 
HvSth  a  view  cither  to  the  refpcftable  body  of  the  bar,  to  the  mer- 
chant, or  fliopkeeper,  of  Dublin  (if  it  were  poffible  to  fuppofe  that 
a  tranfadion  of  this  fort  ought  to  be  referred  to  that  fingle  criterion) 
that  they  would  not  find  their  proportionate  fhare  pf  advantage  in 
lie  general  advantage  of  the  ftate  ?  Let  it  be  remembered-  alfo, 
hat  if  the  transfer  of  the  feat  of  Lcgiflature  may  call  from  Ireland 
o  England  the  Members  of  the  United  Parliament,  yet,  after  the 
nion,  property,  influence  and.  con fi deration  in  Ireland  will  lead, 
s  much  as  in  Great  Britain,  to  all  theobjc(f^s  of  imperial  ambition; 
nd  there  muft,  confequcntly,  cxift  a  new  incitement  to  perfons  to 
Iicquife  property  in  that  country,  and  to  thofe  who  poflcfs  it,  to  re* 
nlo  tlicre,  and  to  oultivarc  tlic  good  opinion  of  thofe  with  whom  they 
:vc,  ap.d  to  extend  and  improve  their  influence  and  conncdlions. 
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But,  Sir,  I  need  not  dwell  longer  on  argument,  however  it  may 
(atisfy  my  own  mind/becaufe  we  can  on  thisquefiion  refer  to  expe- 
rience. I  fee  every  gentleman  anticipates  that  I  allude  to  Scotland. 
What  has  been  the  rcfult  of  the  Union  there  ?  A  Union,  give  me 
leave  to  fay,  as  much  oppofed,  and  by  much  the  fame  arguments, 
prejudices,  and  mifconceptions,  a$  are  urged,  at  this  moment,  ere- 
ating  too  the  fame  alarms,  and  provoking  the  fame  outrages,  as  have 
lately  taken  place  in  Dublin.  Look  at  the  metropolis  of  Scotland : 
the  population  of  Edinburgh  has  been  more  than  doubled  lince  the 
Union,  and  a  new  city  added  to  the  old.  But  we  may  be  told,  that 
Edinburgh  has  engrofled  all  the  commerce  of  that  country,  and  haa 
thofe  advantages  which  Dublin  cannot  expedl.  Yet  while  Edin* 
burgh,  deprived  of  its  Parliament,  but  retaining,  as  Dublin  would 
retain,  its  Courts  of  Juftice ;  continuing,  as  Dublin  would  cod* 
tinue,  the  refort  of  thofe  whofe  circumftances  would  not  permit  them 
Co  vifit  a  diftant  metropolis ;  continuing,  as  Dublin  would  con- 
tinue, the  feat  of  national  education,  while  Edinburgh  has  baffled 
all  the  predictions  of  that  period,  what  has  been  the  fituation  of 
Glafgow  ?  The  population  of  Glafgow,  fince  the  Union,  has  in- 
creafed  in  the  proportion  of  between  five  and  fix  to  one :  Jook  at 
its,  progrefs  in  manufactures ;  look  at^  its  general  advantages,  and 
tell  me  what  ground  there  is,  judging  by  experience  in  aid  of 
theory,  for  thofe  gloomy  apprchenfions  which  have  been  fo  induf- 
trioufly  excited. 

There  remains,  Sir,  another  general  line  of  argument,  which  I 
have  already  anticipated,  and  I  hope  anfwercd,  that  the  commercial 
privileges  now  enjoyed  by  Ireland,  -and  to  which  it  owes  fo  much  of 
its  profperity,  would  be  lefs  fecure  than  at  prcfent.  I  have  given 
an  anfwcr  to  that  already,  by  dating,  that  they  are  (alfely  imputed 
to  the  independence  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  for  that  they  are,  in 
fadl,  owing  to  the  exercife  of  the  voluntary  difcretion  of  the  BritilH 
Parliament,  unbound  by  compa6t,  prompted  only  by  its  natural  dif- 
pofition  to  confider  the  interefts  of  Ireland  the  fame  as  its  own  ; 
and  if  that  has  been  done  while  Ireland  is  only  united  to  us  in  the 
imperfedl  and  precarious  manner  in  which  it  is,  while  it  has  a  fcpa- 
rate  Parliament,  notwithftanding  the  confimercial  jealoufies  of  our 
own  manufacturers ;  if  under  thefe  circumftances  we  have  done  fo^ 
if  we  have  done  fo  with  no  other  connection  than  that  which  now 
fubfifts,  and  while  Ireland  has  no  (hare  in  our  reprefentation ;  what 
freih  ground  can  there  be  for  apprehenfion,  when  (he  will  have  her 
proportionate  weight  in  the  Legiflature,  and  will  be  united  with 
lis  as  clofely  as  Lanca(hire  or  York(hirey  or  any  other  county  in 
Great  Britain  i 

SIt;  I  have  Icen  it  under  the  lame  authority  to  which  I  am  forry 
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fo  often  to  adveft,  that  the  linen  trade  would  be  injured,  and  that 
there  will  be  no  fecurity  for  its  retaining  its  prcfent  advantages.  I 
have  already  dated  to  you  (and  with  that  very  authority  in  my  fa- 
vour] that  thofe  advantages  are  at  prefent  precarious,  and  chat  their 
fecurity  can  only  arife  trom  covn^z^  with  Great  Britain.  Such  a 
compa^  this  meafure  would  eftabli(h  in  the  mod  folemn  manner'; 
but  befides  this,  Sir,  the  natural  policy  of  this  country,  not  merely 
its  experienced  liberality,  but  the  identity  of  intercfts  after  a  Union, 
would  offer  a  fecurity  worth  a  thoufand  compads. 

Sii,  the  only  other  general  topic  of  objcdtion  is  that  upon  which 
great  pains  have  been  taken  to  raifc  an  alarm  in  Ireland — the  idea 
that  the  main  principle  of  the  meafure  was  to  fubjed  Ireland  to  a 
load  of  debt  and  an.increafe  of  taxes,  and  to  expofe  her  to  the 
confequences  of  all  our  alledged  difficulties  and  fuppbfed  neceflities. 

Sir,  I  hope  the  zeal,  the  fpirit,  and  the  liberal  and  enlarged  po- 
licy of  this  country,  has  given  ample  proof  that  it  is  not  from  a 
pecuniary  motive  that  we  feck  a  Union.  If  it  is  not  defirable  oil 
the  grounds  I'have  ftated,  it  cannot  be  recommended  for  the  mere 
purpofe  of  taxation  ;  but  to  quiet  any  jcaloufy  on  this  fubjeft,  here 
again  let  us  Ipok  to  Scotland  :  Is  there  any  inftance  where,  with  45 
Members  on  her  part  and  5  f  3  on  ours,  that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  has  paid  more  than  its  proportion  to  the  general  burdens  ? 
Is  it  then,  Sir,  any  groui^  of  apprehenlion,  that  wc  are  likely  to 
tax. Ireland  more  heavily  when.flie  becomes  afibciated  with  our* 
fclves!— To  tax  in  its  due  proportion  the  w:hole  of  the  empire,  to 
the  utter  exclufion  of  the  idea  of  the  predominence  of  one  part  of 
fociety  over  another,  is  the  great  chafaflcriftic  of  Britifh  finance,  as 
equality  of  laws  is  of  the  Britidi  Conftitution. 

But,  Sir,  in,addition  to  this,  if  we  come  to  the  details  ofthispro- 
poficion,  it  is  in  our  power  to  fix,  for  any  number  of  years  which  (hall 
be  thought  fit,  the  proportion  by  which  the  contributioaof  Ireland, 
to  the  expences  of  the  State,  (hnll  be  regulated  ;  that  thefe  propor- 
tions (hall  not  be  fuch  as  would  make  a  contribution  greater  than 
the  neceffary  amount  of  its  own  prefent  neceffary  expences  of  a  fepa- 
ratc  kingdom  ;  and,  even  after  that  limited  period,  the  proportion 
of  the  whole  contribution,  from  time  to  time,  might  be  made  to 
depend  on  the  comparative  produce,  in  each  kingdom,  of  fuch  ge- 
neral taxes  as  might  be  thought  to  afford  the  belt  criterion  of  their 
refpeflivc  wealth.  Or,  what  I  (hould  hope  would  be  found  prac- 
ticable, the  fyftem  of  internal  taxation  in  each  county  might  gradu- 
ally be  fo  equalized  and  aifimilated,  on  the  leading  articles,  as  to 
make  all  rules  of  fpccific  proportion  unneccffary,   and  to  fecurc, 

that  Ireland  (hall  never  be  taxed  but  in  proportion  as  wc  tax  our* 
fclves.  -^    ^ 
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The  application  of  thde  principles,  however,  will  form  matter 
of  future  difcuflion-— I  mention  them  only  as  ftrongly  (hewing, 
'  from  the  mifreprefontation  which  has  taken  place  on  this  part  oi 
the  tcbjc&f  how  incumbent  it  is  upon  the  Houfe  to  receive  thefe 
propofitionsy  and  to  adopt,  after  due  deliberation,  fuch  refolutions  as 
may  record  to  Ireland  the  terms  upon  which  we  are  ready  to  meet 
her :  and,  in  the  mean  time,  let  us  wait,  not  without  impatience, 
but  without  diflatisfadion,  for  that  moment,  when  the  efieA  of 
reafon  and  difcufiion  may  reconcile  the  minds  of  men  in  that  king- 
dom, to  a  meafurc  which  I  anv  Aire  will  be  found  as  neceflaiy  for 
their  peace  and  happinefs,  as  it  will  be  conducive  to  the  general  fe- 
curity  and  advantage  of  the  Britifti  empire. 

Sir,  it  remains  to  be  my  duty  to  lay  thefe  refolutions  before  the 
Houfe,  withing  that  the  more  detailed  difcuflion  of  them  may  be 
referved  to  a  future  day. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

''  Fird,  That  in  order  to  promote  and  fecure  the  eflcntial  in- 
terefts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to  confolidate  the  flrength, 
power,  and  refources  of  the  BritiOi  empire,  it  will  be  advifeable  to 
concur  in  fuch  meafurcs  as  may  bed  tend  to  unite  the  two  kingdon^ 
^  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  into  one  kingdom,  in  fuch  manner, 
and  on  fuch  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  eftablifhed  by  a^  of  the 
refpedive  Parliaments  of  His  Majefty's  faid  kingdoms. 

**  Second,  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee  that  it  would  be 
fit  to  propofe  as  the  firft  article  to  fcrve  as  a  baiisof  the  faid  Union, 
that  the  (aid  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  (hall,  upon  a 
day  to  t>e  agreed  upon,  be  united  into  one  kingdom,  by  the  name  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

**  Third,  That,  for  tlv?  fame  purpofe  it  appears  alfo  to  this 
Committee,  that  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe  that  the  fucceflion  to  the 
Monarchy  and  the  Imperial  Crown  of  trie  faid  United  kingdoms 
(hall  continue  limited  and  fettled,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Im- 
perial Crown  of  tlie  faid  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
now  (hnds  limited  and  fettled,  according  to  the  exifting  laws,  and  to 
the  terms  of  the  Union  between  England  and  Scotland. 

"  Fourth,  That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  appears  alfo  to  this 
Committee,  that  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe  that  the  faid  united 
kingdom  be  p^efented  in  one  and  the  fame  Parliament,  to  be  failed 
the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, and  that  fuch  a  number  of  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
fuch  a  number  of  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  as  (hall  be 
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hereafter  agrtnf  upon  by  ads  of  the  refpcQivc  Parliaments  as  afore- 
faid,  (hall  fit  and  vote  in  the  faid  Parliament  on  the  partof  Ireland, 
and  (hall  be  fummoned,  chpfen,  and  returned,  in  fuoh  manner  as 
(hall  be  fixed  by  an  zA  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  previous  to  die 
faid  Union  ;  and  that  every  Member  hereafter  to  fit  and  vote  in  the 
faid  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  (hall,  until  the  faid  Parlia- 
ment (hall  otherwife  provide,  take,  and  fubfcribe  the  fame  oaths, 
and  make  the  fame  declaration  as  are  by  law  required  to  be  taken, 
.fubfcribed,  and  made,  by  the  Members  of  the  Parliaments  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  * 

'  ^^  Fifth,  That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  appears  al(b  to  this  Com- 
mittee, that  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe  that  the  churches  of  England 
and  Ireland,  and  the  dodlrine,  worfhip,  difcipline,  and  government 
thereof,  (hall  be  prefervcd  as  now  by  law  efiaMifhed. 

**  Sixth,  That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  appears  alfo  to  this  Com- 
mittee, fhat  it  would  be  fit  to  propofc  that  His  Majefty's  fubjcds  in 
Ireland  (hall  at  all  times  hereafter  be  entitled  to  the  fame  privil^es, 
and  be  on  the  fame  footing  in  rcfped  of  trade  and  navigation,  in  sHl 
ports  and  pla<:es  belonging  to  Great  Britain,  and  in  all  cafes  with 
rcfpcct  to  which  treaties  (hall  be  made  by  His  Majefty,  his  heirs  or 
fuccc(rors,  with  any  foreign  power,  as  His  Miijcfty's  fubjedls  in 
Great  Britain  ;  that  no  duty  (hall  be  impofed  on  the  import  or  ex- 
port between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  of  any  articles  now  duty 
free  ;  and  that  on  other  articles  there  fliall  be  eftabtifhed,  for  a  time 
to  be  limited,  fuch  a  moderate  rate  of  equal  duties  as  (hall,  previous 
to  the  Union,  be  agreed  upon  and  appn>vcd  by  the  rcfpedJivc  Parli- 
aments, fuhjed,  after  the  expiration  of  fuch  limited  time,  to  be  di- 
minifhed  equally  with  refped  to. both  kingdoms,  but  in  no  ca(e  to 
be  Increafed  ;  that^alt  articles  which  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be 
imported  into  Great  Britain  from  foreign  prts,  (hall  be  importable 
through  either  kingdom  into  the  oth^r,  fubjedt  to  the  like  duties  and 
regulations  as  if  the  fame  were  imported  dirc£Uy  from  foreign  parts ; 
that  where  any  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufa6lure  of 
either  kingdom,  are  fubjedl  to  any  inrernal  duty  in  one  kingdom, 
fuch  countervailing  duties  (over  and  above  any  duties  on  import  to 
be  fixed  as  aforcfaidj  (hall  be  impofed  as  (hall  be  nece(rary  to  pre- 
vent any  inequality  in  that  refpedl :  and  that  all  other  matters  of 
trade  and  commerce  other  than  the  foregoing,  and  than  fuch  others 
as  may  before  the  Union  be  fpecially  agreed  upon  (or  the  due  en- 
couragement of  the  agriculture  and  manufadures  of  the  refpedive 
kingdoms,  (hall  remain  to  be  regulated  from  dme  to  time  by  (he 
United  Parliament. 

"  Seventh,  That  for  the  like  purpofe  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe. 
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that  the  chai]ge  ariling  fiom  the  payment  of  the  intereft  or  finking 
fund  for  the  redudion  of  the  principal^of  the  debt  incurred  in  either 
kingdom  before  the  Union,  (hall  continue  to  be  fepatately  defrayed 
by  Great  Britain,  and  Ireland  refpe£tively.  That  for  a  number  of 
years  to  be  limited,  the  future  ordinary  expencesof  the  United  King- 
dom, in  peace  or  war,  (hall  be  defrayed  by  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land jointly,  according  to  fuch  proportions  as  (hall  be  eftablKhcd  by 
the  refpedive  Parliaments  previous  to  the  Union  ;  and  that  after 
the  expiration  of  the  time  to  be  fo  limited,  the  proportions  (hall  not 
be  liable  to  be  varied,  except  according  to  fuch  rates  and  principles 
as  (hall  be  in  like  manner  agree<^upon  previous  to  the  Union. 

**  Eighth,  That  for  the  like  purpofe  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe, 
that  all  laws  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  and  that  all  the  Courts 
of  Civil  or  Ecclefiafiical  Jurifdidion  within  the  refpc£live  king- 
doms, (hall  remain  as  now  by  law  e(iabli(hed  within  the  fame, 
fubjefk  only  to  fuch  alterations  or  regulations  from  time  to  time, 
as  circumflances  may  appear  to  the  Parliament  of  the  United  King- 
<)om  to  require.  ^ 

^'  That  the  foregoing  Refolutions  be  laid  'before  His  Majefty 
with  an  humble  Addrefs,  aflfuring'His  Majcfty  that  we  have  pro- 
ceeded with  the  utmoft  attention  to  the  confideration  of  the  im- 
portant objeds  recommended  to,  us  in  His  Majefty's  gracious 
Me(rage : 

**  That  we  entertain  a  firm  perfuafion  that  a  comfleie  and  entire 
Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  founded  on  equal  and 
liberal  principles,  on  the  fimilarity  of  Laws,  Confiitution,  and  Go- 
vernment, and  on  a  fenfe  of  mutual  interefts  and  afiefiions,  by  pro- 
moting the  fecurity,  wealth,  and  commerce  of  the  refpe^ve  king- 
doms, and  by  allaying  the  difiradlions  which  have  unhappily  pre- 
vailed in  Ire]an<i»  muftafibrd  fre(h  means  of  oppofing  at  all  times 
an  eflPedtual  refifiance  to  the  deftrudive  proje^s  of  our  foreign  'and 
domefiic  enemies,  and  muft  tend  to  confirm  and  augment  the  fta- 
biiicy,  power,  and  refources  of  the  empire. 

^'  Imprelfed  with  thefe  confiderations,  we  feel  it  our  duty  hum- 
bly to  lay  before  His  Majefty  fuch  propofitions  as  appear  to  us  beft 
calculated  to  form  the  bafisof  fuch  a  fcttlement,  leaving  it  to  His 
Majefty's  wifdom,  at  fuch  time  and  in  fuch  manner  as  His  Majefty, 
in  his  parental  folicitude  for  the  happinefiS  of  his  People,  (hall 
judge  fit,  to  communicate  thefe  Propofitions  to  his  Parliament  of 
Ireland,  with  whom  we  (hall  be  at  all  times  ready  to  concur  in  all 
fuch  meafures  as  may  be  found  mofi  conducive  to  the  accomplifli- 
gientof  this  great  and  falutary  work.  And  we  truft  that,  after  full 
and  mature  confideration,  fuch  a  fcttlement  may  be  framed  and 
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elhtblUhed,  bjr  the  ddiberadve  oonfent  of  the  PaiiiamentB  of  tolh 
kingdoms^  as  may  be  oonformable  to  the  fentiments,  wifties,  and 
real  interefts  of  His  Majefly's  fiiithful  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  may  unite  them  infeparably  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
the  bkffings  of  our  free  and  invaluable  Conftitution,  in  the  fiip* 
port  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  His  Majefty's  Crown,  and  in  the 
prefervation  and  advancement  of  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  the 
whole  Britiih  empire." 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rok,  and  (fAe  m  the  following  dhet  i — 
Sir,  I  know  how  difficult  it  always  irto  make  any  impitflion  on 
men's  mitids,  even  by  argument  and  obvious  fad,  if  the  imagtnatioa 
has  been  dwelling  with  delight  on  great  or  difficult  fufcjeAs,  or  die 
attention  detained  by  animated  and  flowery  declamation.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  who  has  juft  fat  down,  widi  a  great 
difplay  of  elc>quence,  introduced  this  queftion,  and  only  talents  great 
as  his  own  could  be  expeded  to  produce  that  cffoBt  in  their  ezerdon, 
which  it  is  to  be  apprehended  the  fpeech  the  Houfe  bw  juft  heard 
very  generally  produced^  It  is«  however,  eafy  on  fome  qoefKons 
to  aniufe  thofe  feelings*  in  the  ftillnefs  of  which  the  moft  vigilant 
may  be  deceived,  and  the  mod  cautious  mifled.  But  much  as  I 
admire  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  talents  in  debate^-indeed, 
in  the  fame  proportion  that  I  do  admire  thofe  talents,  I  mufi  criti- 
cally purfue  him  in  the  mazes  of  his  dextrous  declamation ;  I 
mufl  narrowly  watch  hitn  from  the  avenues  to  national  prejudice, 
up  to  the  foLirce  and  fountain  of  national  paflfion.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  yields  to  no  man  in  charms  of  di61i<»,  and  as 
beauty  captivates  fomerimes  to  fuch  a  degree  that  reafon  is  fuperfeded, 
and  the  (bber  calculations  of  prudence  abandoned  for  the  more  daz- 
zling tliough  airy  fpeculationsof  a  romantic  but  fertile  fancy.  Thus  the 
power  of  his  mind  in  the  fclecSlinn  and  application  of  epithets  fafci- 
nate  the  thoughtlcfs,  and  may  fcduce  the  unfufpeding.  There  are 
fome  queilions  on  the  difcuflion'  of  which  it  becomes  the  Members 
of  this  Houfe  to  be  fufpicious  of  talents  and  eloquence,  whatever 
jmay  be  the  weight  of  phrafe  in  which  declarations  of  leditude  of 
intention  may  be  conceived,  and  in  fpite  of  every  appearance  of 
nonefty  of  purpofe.  I  hope,  Sir,  the  Houfe  will  rwt  be  led  away 
by  the  fedu6tions  of  eloquence  and  the  attractive  force  of  talent  i 
but  that  every  man  who  hears  me,  every  man  who.  cherilhes  in 
fiiKerity  a  love  of  freedom,  and  a  genuine 'refpefi  for  the  principles 
of  that  ConQituiion  which  in  the  purity  of  its  operations  is  free- 
dom, that  every  wcll-wiflicr  of  iht  Briti(h  empire,  that  thofe  who 
entertain  not  enmit}'  but  friendfhip  towards  Irelandi  will  fhis  night 
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diftiffuUh  between  the  Aowingtnd  rapid  elocufioo  of  an  admired 
Oralor,  and  the  fteiidy  and  well-tcinpered  vtnce  of  unafEeded  Rea* 
fim.  The  whole  world  knows  diat  never  was  there  a  period  when 
fine  fpeedies  mote  powerfully  afiSsfied  the  public,  ana  never  a  time 
when,  from  fancied  fecurity  or  habitual  indifference,  the  public 
qipeared  leis  eager  profoundly  to  examine  any  queftion.  Thofe 
^o  cannot  be  hurried  along  with  the  torrent  of  that  impetuous  de* 
clamation,  which  more  or  lefs  excites  the  aftoniihment  of  us  all, 
will,  however,  paufe  to  recoiled  the  aiguments,  and  purfue  the 
speech  of  the  right  honourable^  gentleman  in  its  elaborate  detail* 
But,  conceiving,  as  I  do,  that  the  Hoofe  is  not  free  from  the  influ- 
ence ever  attained  over  cafy  tempers  by  bold  and  ingenious  fophUhy, 
appithenfive  that  we  are  in  the  fituation  of  men  who  juft  b^n  to 
free  themielves,  by  a  coUeded  vigoroua  effort,  from  the  chains  im* 
pofed  by  beauty,  or  the  fedudlive  allurements  of  an  amorous  fpordve 
imagination,  I  muft  adjure  the  Houfe  not,  to  dtfpofe  of  a  queftion 
that  is  perhaps  to  decide  for  ever  whether  a  great  and  generous  na- 
tion is  to  retain  its  independence,  and  by  implication,  to  determine 
whether  a  fet  of  reprefentatives,  chofen  by  a  free  people,  muft  vote 
themfelves  out  of  exiftence,  and  give  up  the  liberties,  the  property, 
the  acknowledged  conditutional  rights-  of  their  conftituents,  to  the 
domination  of  a  power,  that,  under  the  ma(k  of  ^iendfhtp,  has  in- 
troduced among  them  a  force,  originally  faki  to  be  intended  foldy 
for  their  defence  againft  a  daring  infidious  enemy,  whom  all  depre- 
cate, but  who  is  not  more  to  be  detefted  than  the  pretended  friend 
who  afliih  only  that  he  may  acquire  confidence  enough  to  delude, 
and  ftrength  enough  to  delrroy.  I  muft  think jhc  Houfe  has  been 
hurried  along  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  from  one  degree  of 
tranfport  to  another,  until,  in  the  groves  of  his  elyfium,  they  have 
been  elated  with  fcenes  of  grandeur,  and  fatigued  with  that  variety, 
or  enfeebled  with  that  richnefsof  pibfpei^,  which  is  to  render  inquiry 
Ibathfome,  and  which  will  inevitably  prepare  the  human  mind  for 
the  reception  of  any  do£lrines,  however  wild  ;  :ind  any  aifurance 
of  future  advantage,  however  illufory.  I  took  an  opportunity  laft 
week  of  oppoflng  the'meafilre  of  Legiflntive  Union  with  Ireland, 
in  the  firft  (lage  of  the  ciircuifion,  which,  as  matter  ot  courfe,  ^as 
to  lead  to  that  queflion.  I  did  fo  then,  as  well  from  a  convi/^i^ion 
that  meafures  of  fuch  magnitude  and  of  fuch  novelty  fliouid  always 
be  oppofed  in  the  infancy  of  their  progrefs,  as  in  rhe  contemplation 
of  what  I  naturally  anticipated  would  be  the  cflect  of  the  elo- 
quence of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  I  then  f^rd,  what  I 
am  at  this  moment  prepared  to  repeat,  after  much  confidering  the 
fubje^^  that  under  die  prefent  circumifainces  of  Ireland,  in  this 
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crifis  of  her  convulfed  and  neocffiirilf  diibrdered  fyftem  of  poliqr 
and  general  government,  it  is  not  only  impolitic,  but  unjfkfe  to 
urge,  nay,  even  to  agitate,  the  difcoflion  of  topics,  in  the  iflues  of 
which  are  to  be  fecn  developing  themfelves,  the  poiibn  and  the 
horrors  which  are  to  lay  the  moft  hardy  and  ftout  of  heart  proAnte 
at  the  feet  of  a  Britifh  Minifter — that  are  to  intimidate  and  apptl 
the  moft  heroic  fpirits.     Ireland,  in  her  pr^fent  temper,  muft  be 
beaten  into  tliis  meafure,  and  that  Minifter  who  (hall  make  the 
,  bold  experiment  of  flogging  a  whok  nation  into  fiupid  beings,  in- 
fenfible  alike  to  the  duty  (he  may  owe  to  herfelf*  infcniible  to  the 
rights  of  the  prefent  generation,  and  the  intcrefts  of  the  race  yet 
tmbom,  as  much  as  to  the  arrogance  and  cupidity  of  thofe  who  (hall 
inflict  the  blow,  or  dire6^  the  torture— fuch  a  Minifter  may  have 
fecured  his  minions,  but  it  may  not  be  altogether  unbecoming  him, 
if  he  be  defirous  ultimately  to  prevail,  to  nMafure  his  power  by  the 
force  of  his  antagonifts,  and  jn  the  eftimation  of  his  means  of  viAoij, 
to  fcek  an  antidote  againft  national  pride  and  local  attachments.     It 
was  after  vcr}'  folemnly  and  very  fully  confidcring  thefc,  and  matters 
iiich  as  thefe,  that  I  oppofcd  on  the  evening  to  which  I  have  al- 
,    luded,  the  meafure  at  prefent  under  difcufTion  ;  but  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  appeared  at  that  time,  as  he  continues  to  dothis 
evening,  to  think  differently.     But,   except  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  and  a  few  who  fit  near  him,  I  fcarce  fuppofe  there  are 
many  perfons  in  the  country,  I  hope  but  very  few  Members  in  this 
Houfe,  who  have  not  (ccn  guod  rcafon  within  this  day  or  two»  en- 
tirely to  change  their  opinions  of  this  great  conftitutional  quefticn. 
Seeing  the  manner  in  which   the  fubjed  waS  brought  forward  in 
Ireland,  and  in  the  recolledlion  of  the  fate  of  the  quefUon  in  the 
Parliament  of  that  kingdom,  it  might  be  doubted  whether  the  ri^t   , 
honourable  gentleman  vcould  perfevtre  in  the  meafure;  but  when  we 
coniider  how  folemnly  he  has  pledged  himfelf  that  it  (hould  be  the 
favourite  objc£V  of  the  remainder  of  his  political  life  to  cSc&  a  Le- 
giflative  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  that  no  weight  of  peribnal  la- 
bour, that  no  lofsof  popularity,  that' no  oppofition  of  friends,  aiKi  no 
clamour  |of  opponents  on  this,  or  on  the  other  fide  of  the  water, 
(hould  deter  him  from  purfuing  that  objc^),  from  doing  that  which  be 
held  to  be  necclTary  to  the  pfcfcrvation  of  Ireland  ;  nccclTary,  in- 
deed, to  the  exiftcnce  of  the  two  countries  ;  we  are  not  to  wonder  if 
to  this  hour  he  continues  to  fet  all  experience  at  defiance,  and,  in  the 
face  of  the  Irifh  nation,  to  fpurn  theaffertionof  her  rights,  to  fawn 
and  flatter  her  guHelcfs  mind,  and  by  fccming  to  refped  her  declared, 
unequivocal  opinion,  to  lull  her  into  inadivity,  the  more  fuccefsfully 
to  enflavc  her  for  ever.     But  let  not  th«  ri|^ht  honouraUc  goatleroaQ 
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deceive  himfdfwhilft  he  is  exerting  his  ingenuity  to  deceive  Ireland. 
Let  him  remember,  Sir,  that  fome  plots  have  been  fo  clofely  wrought, 
fome  meafures  e(  furprife  and  deliifion  (b  intricately  planned,  and 
attempted  to  be  carried  into  efied  with  fuch  novelty  of  means,  that 
the  authors,  the«adors,  even  the  fubordinate  charaflers   in  the 
drama,  have  been  themfelves  entangled  in  the  mazes  they  have  con- 
trived for  tnnoc^ce,  and  overwhelmed  under  the  ruins  of  that  fa- 
bric, which  they  have  ercded  to  overawe  the  indqpendent^     The 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  this  day  not  quite  given  us  the  fame 
ftrong  pledge  of  his  determination  to  perfevere  in  the  prefent  mea- 
fute,  which  on  a  former  day  the  Houfe  received  from  him.     We 
are  even  now  to  take  for  granted  that  he  will  perfift  in  it, ;  but 
although  he  may  perfevere,  thank  God  the  Houfe  has  not  given  a 
pledge  to  fupport  him  3  and  I  hope  and  trufl  they  will  not  enter- 
tain it  at  all.     Sir,  the  right  honourable  gendemaiv  has  fet  England 
and  Ireland  in  a  perilous  fituation.     He  affumes  in  argument,  and 
we  are  to  infer  that  he  thinks  fo  in  h&y  that  his  power  muflr  be 
committed  againft  the  force  of  opinion  in  Ireland,  and  that  the  ex- 
igence of  Ireland  as  an  independent  nation  is  incompatible  with  his 
exigence  as  a  Minifter.    I  hope  the  Houfe  will  check  his  raihnefii: 
I  hope  we  are  not  to  be  precipitated  into  a  war  againft  the  feeliftgs, 
the  prejudices,  the  paflions,  and  againft  the  fecurity  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  t    The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  (own  already  >be 
mod  frightftil  diifentions  in  that  unfortunate  country.     He  has  di- 
.vidcd  its  Parliament  againft  itfelf.     He  has  held  it  up  to  fcom  by 
libelling  its  meafures  and  traducing  its  wifdom,  and  he  has  yet  t» 
array  the  Britifli  Parliament  againft  it  with  all  that  pertinacity  which 
diftinguiChes  ignorance,  and  with  the  fierccnefs  of  men  who  are  to 
be  told  that  a  country  Ahiggliag  for  its  liberties,  only  wages  the  jwar 
of  iadion,  only  wields  the  weapons  of  difaflFedion  and  treafoiu     I 
now  come  to  that  part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech, 
in  which  he  has  commented  with  fuch  freedom  of  manner,  has  com- 
bated with  fuch  afperity  of  tone,  a  fpeech  made  fome  time  or  other 
by  a  right  honourable  perfon  of  the  iider  kingdom — Mr.  FoUer. 
And,  Sir,  if,  without  breach  of  order,  I  could  fuppofe  that  there  is 
in  our  gallery  a  ftranger,  who  has  been  a  Member  of  the  Lcgiila- 
ture  of  Ireland;  or  in  the  habits  of  hearing  its  debates,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  he  would  at  once  imagine  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Pitt)  has  detained  you  and  the  Houfe  almoft  half  an  hour  to 
hear  him  in  reply  to  the  fpeech  of  that  gentleman.     Now,  Sir,  I 
think  I  can  (hew  you,  that  the  arguments  drawn  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  oppoiite  to  me,  from  the  topics  in  the  fpeech  of 
the  honourable  Membeir  of  the  fifter  kingdpm,  do  net  in  any  one 


664  PARLIAMENTARY  [CommomIs. 

tittle  apply  to  the  'pitfent  qiieftion*  He  has  attempted^  indeed^  id 
ibcw  the  inconfiftcncy  of  fentiment  by  which  he  tells  us  the  coo^ 
dudl  of  Mr.  FoOer  is  to  be  diftinguiflied.  Mr.  Fofter's  opinion 
was,  that  the  adoption  of  the  oommercial  propoikions  waa  neoeflarjr 
to  the-  exiftence  of  Ireland,  and  that  they  could  not  be  rejeded 
without' incurring  the  certain  riikof  fowing  difientions,  and  of  ex* 
citing  commercial  jealoufies.  This,  according  to  the  right  honouia- 
ble  gentleman,  was  that  Statefman*s  opinion  in  1785,  and  the  tn- 
confiftency  conMs^  a$  he  has  this  night  told  us,  in  his  having  in- 
fixed in  his  publiflicd  lexers,  that  the  adjufimcnt  in  1782  was 
final.  Now,  Sir,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  enter- 
tained the  fame  opinion  at  the  period  alluded  to,  and  inftead  of  the 
tame  language  of  Mr.  Fofter,  that  the  reje6lbn  of  thoTe  propofi- 
tions  would  lead  to  commercial  jealoufies— we  then  had  the  daOiiqg 
periods  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  Great  Britain  rill- 
ing in  our  ears— *that  if  thofc  propofitions  were  not  adopted,  he 
could  not  continue  to  hold  his  fituation.  Yet  neither  had  any  ill 
eonfequences  arifcn  to  Ireland  from  the  rejedion  of  them,  nor  had 
that,  which  would  have  been  a  fiill  greater  calamity,  befallen  the 
country — the  reiignation  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  Now, 
how  does  the  argument  fland  as  it  really  aflfefls  Mr.  Fofter  i  Why, 
he  imagined  that  the  commercial  profperity  of  Ireland  would  be 
advantaged,  if  thofe  propofitions  were  adopted  [  and  certainly  there 
was  no  inconfiftency  of  fentiment  in  his  prefent  t^pofition  to  Lcgif- 
lativs  Union,  becaufe  the  quefiion  of  the  propofitions  was  purely 
commercial,  whilfi  that  of  the  prefent  period  is  one  which  is  to  de- 
cide the  independence  of  the  Iri(h  Parliament.  But,  Sir,  theprin* 
cipal  reafon  why  I  take  up  this  quefiion  now  is,  that  the  rigbt  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  has  this  evening  developed  bis  plan  of  intiniuda* 
tion  and  corruption.  He  fays,  that  the  commercial  advantages  de«. 
rived  by  Ireland  from  her  connexion  with  this  country,  are  neceflaiy 
to  her  exificnce  ;  and  fince,  in  the  (ame  breath,  he  adds,  that  to 
have  thofe  advantages  continued  to  her,  Union  is  indifpeniable ;  the 
Inference  obvioufiy  is,  that  (he  muft  abandon  all  her  commercial 
advantages,  if  flic  rejed  the  proffered  alliance  with  Great  Britain* 
Hence  I  do  contend.  Sir,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  pannot  come 
with  unbiaifed  minds  to  this  difculTion  ;  and  it  is  impoQible  to  fup* 
pofe  that  a  free  choice  is  left  to  the  Parliament  of  that  country.  If 
we  wanted  additional  corroboration  of  the  evidence,  that  fuch  is  his 
fyftem,  we  had  it  amply  afibrded  us  in  thofe'  parts  of  his  detail 
which  followed.  He  tells  you  Ireland  ought  to  confent  to  a 
Union,  becaufe  flie  is  incapable  of  defending  herfelf  againR  her  in- 
ternal and  external*  enemies  without  the  al£fiance  of  her  powerful 
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neighbour— [A  ciy  of  <<  Hear  I    hewr']— *Mr.  Sheridan  infifted 
that  the  inference  wat  irreftftible«--that  unlefs  (be  confented  to  a 
Unioiiy  Ireland  was  to  be  deprived  of  all  her  commercial  adyantages 
—Is  this  generous :  it  it  fit  to  hold  out  fuch  l^mguage  to  Ireland ; 
is  it  wife  to  prefs  the  diicuffion  at  this  momcnti  and  force  ill  Ira- 
land  loudly  to  aik,  not  indeed  free  from  anger.  Why  have  not  we 
had  thofe  advantages  yielded  to  us,  on  whicb,  according  to  the  opt* 
nion  of  the  Britifh  Minifteri  our  profperity  depends  i     We  mult 
owe  it  to  the  injurious  policy  of  Great  Britain,  exercifed  in  variouf 
aAs  of  reftraint  and  privation  thefe  three  hundred  years  paft,  that 
we  have  been  deprived  of  thofe  advantages  which  God  and  Na* 
tore  fo  eminently  adapts  our  country  to  afford  us.     But,  Sir,  let 
His  Majefly's  Minifters  grant  to  Ireland  thofe  advantages  of  which- 
they  boail — they  may  be  conceded  to  her  without  Unionf — they  can 
be  improved  by  her  without  abjedly  furrendcring  her  independence. 
Thus  much  with  regard  to  her  means  of  acquiring  diftindion  as  a 
commercial  nation.     And  as  to  her  power  of  defending  herfelf,  does 
not  the  right  honourable  gentleman  know  that  her  volunteers  have 
defended  Ireland  ?  and  what  they  were  equal  to  in  a  peripd  of  con- 
fiderable  danger,  during  the  American  ^^ar,  when  the  enemy  rode 
triumphant  on  their  coafls,  and  in  our  channel,  furcly  they  are  at 
prefent  as  capable  of  achieving  in  the  zenith  of  our  envied  fupe- 
riority  as  a  naval  power.     It  is  a  moft  cruel  taunt  uttered  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  people  of  Ireland,  to  fay,  that  while  you  have 
40,000  Britifh  troops  in  the  heart  of  their  country,  you  will  awe 
them  by  the  prefence  of  fuch  a  force  ;  reproach  them  with  weak- 
nefs,  notwithftandiog  that  you  have  had  200,000  of  her  bed  inha- 
bitants to  fupport  you  in  the  prefent  war,  while  100,000  fighting 
men  of  their  natfen  have  fallen  in  your  battles  in  the  Weft  Indies 
and  elfcwhere.     What  is  this  but  to  fay,  it  is  true  you  have  af- 
fifled  us  ;  but  you  are  now  naked  ;  you  are  ignorant ;  you  are  un« 
civilized  ;  you  are  weak  ;  and  if  you  do  not  accept  from  us  the 
benefits  we  offer  you,  wc  will  proceed  to  confer  them  upon  you  by 
force.     Look  to  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fays,  when 
ho  tells  you  he  will  leave  it  to  the  unbiaffed  judgement  of  the  Irifh 
people  and  the  independent  difcretion  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  finally 
to  decide  on  the  prefent  queflion.     Are  the  recent  difmifTals  from 
office  in  that  kingdom  the  proofs  he  would  exhibit  to  us  of  his  fettled 
purpofe  to  leave  ic  to  that  Parliament  to  adopt  or  rejed  the  mca- 
fure  r     It  is  truly  a  mockery  to  tell  the  Parliament  this :  Parlia* 
ment  mufl  fee  that  what  has  been  done  in  the  cafe  of  individuali 
may  alfo  be  aSed  over  again  in  the  inflance  of  the  Legiflature ;  ani 
ihat  the  fame  power  which  eQcfled  the  difmiifal  of  $r  J  An  Par* 
Vtt.  VII.  4  0. 
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nelly  inay  be  fuccer9fully  employed  to  diflblve  thef  Parliauneiit. 
Will  gcnticmen  only  be  fo  kind  to  ehemfdves  as  to  tcAeSt  for  t 
niomenc  on  the  tendency  of  fuch  proceedings?  If  in  the  Parlia-* 
ment  of  the  fiAer  kingdom  thofe  mcafurcs  are  to  be  adopted,  the 
fame  and  a  worfe  tyranny  may  be  zSted  in  our  own.  Sir,  I  am 
afr<*id  the  political  creed  of  the  adherents  of  the  Minifter  in  Ireland 
has  been  adopted  by  his  fupporters  in  the  Britiih  Senate,  i  do  fin- 
cerely  believe,  that  if  any  one  perfon  who  now  fupports  His  Ma» 
je%'^  Miniders  were  to  vote  uith  me  this  night,  he  woiild  de  dif- 
mifleJ  to-niorrow  finom  all  his  places.  We  arc  to  TcBcSt  on  thefe 
things,  Sir,  while  we  carry  alung  our  minds  to  that  part  of  tfae  rig^ 
honourable  gentleman's  fpcech,  where  he  peremptorily  iays,  ''  I  do 
think  the  meafure  good  for  Ireland  and  good  for  this  country,  but 
time  (hall  be  given  to  the  people  to- examine  it,  time  ftiall  be  given 
for  their  heats  to  fubfide,  time  (hall  be  given  to  the  PaiiiamtiH  af 
the  two  countries  fully  and  deliberately  to  difciifs  it." 

Now,  Sir,  what  do  thefe  fine  limbs  of  a  fentence  colk&ivcfy 
mean  ?  Why  that  time  is  to  be  given  for  the  iteration  of  car- 
ruption,  time  to  in';  nidate  the  peopie  of  Ireland,  time  far  the  pe» 
remptory  di^miflal  of  the  oppofcrs  of  the  meafures,  time  for  the  dif- 
folution  of  Parliament.  But  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  1b 
order  to  conciliate  our.afTcnt,  aHures  l  ,  that  fufficient  time  (hall  be 
allowed  to  Examine  his  propofal  with  cool  and  difpaflionate  judge- 
ment, and  that  the  further  diCuffion  of  it  in  Ireland  will  not  be 
enforced  unfil  the  heats  and  animofitics,  to  which  it  has  already- 
given  rife,  Hiall  have  completely  fublided ;  but  what  is  this  in  re- 
ality but  to  give  more  time  for  the  renewed  operation  of  corruption, 
and  for  a  more  general  difplay  of  intimidating  meafures  in  the  form 
•f  new  difmiilals,  againft  which  rhe  Irifh  Parliament  may  protcft  in 
vain  )  Nor  was  it  the  right  honourable  gtntleman  alone  who  at- 
tempted to  juflity  thefe  meafures.  I  have  heard  them  alfo  juflificd 
by  an  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Canning),  and  never  did  I  hear  any 
thing  with  more  poigpant  regret  \  for  what  fenfation  but  that  of 
forrow  and  regret  could  arife  in  tny  mind,  when  I  heard  (hat  ho- 
nourable friend  plead  the  caufe  of  bold  and  barefaced  corruption, 
and  thus  cloud  and  contaminate  v^ith  its  YohI  f<n;  and  baneful  breath 
the  pure  and  early  morning  of  his  political  lite  ?  Would  he  now 
tell  us  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  given  a, determined 
pledge,  and  could  not  now  recede  ?  Why  did  he  ?  Who  called 
upon  him  to  fpc:>k  }  Was  it  to  encourage  his  friends  in  Ireland 
by  a  ilKplay  of  his  refolution  P  But  chat  was  unavailing,  as  thedif- 
cuflion  and  decifion  took  place  there  before  that  encouF9gement  could 
rtach  them ;  but  as  to  the  chaijje  of  urging  intimidation,  neither 
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the  right  honourable  gentleman  nor  his  honourable  friend,  who  an- 
fwered  me  on  a  former  occafion,  had  thought  proper  to  fay  a  word. 
His  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Canning),  from  his  parliamentary 
ffainding,  could  not«  indeed,  have,  taken  any  part  in  the  violation  of 
the  compaft  in  1782  ;  and  therefore  his  right  honourable  friend 
fiepped  geneipufly  forward  and  claimed  all  the  (hame,  guilt,  and 
treachery  of  it  to  himfelf.  Like  another  Nifus  he  threw  his  broatd 
fliield  over  his  beloved  Euryclus  to  protedl  him  from  the  vengeful 
refentment  of  the  Iri(h  nation,  calling  out  to  them-— Mir,  mey  I, 
I  am  the  man  ;  wreSik  all  your  vengeance  upon  me 

Mif  met  odfum  qui -feci ^  in  me  comertite  fcrrum^ 
0  Rutuli  ;  mea  fraus  omnis  ;  nihil  ijie  nee  aufuSj 
Nee  potuit 

My  honourable  friend's  abilities  might,  however,  prove  that  potuit  \ 
and  as  to  his  courage,  he  was  fatisficd  the  Houfe  had  no  reafon  to 
call  in  quefiion.  The  generous  ardour  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  prote6l  his  honourable  friend,  was  therefore  only  the 
impulfe  of  affcdion. 

Tantum  infelicem  nimium  diletit  amicum,^ 

But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  again  repeats,  that  a  Union  is 
the  only  remedy  that  can  heal  the  evils  that  aiBift  Ireland,  or  that 
can  fecure  the  falvation  of  both  countries.  He  mud,  therefore, 
perfifl  in  it,  and  call  on  Parlianlent  to  aflifl  him  in  the  execution  of 
the  meafure ;  he  is  willing,  however,  t%  wait  for  a  more  favourable 
opportunity,  and  until  the  Iriib  Parliament  is  convinced  of  its  ne- 
ceflity.  And  what  is  that  opportunity  he  pretends  to  wait  for  ?  Is 
it  not  the  day  and  hour  when  Ireland  (hall  be  in  a  greater  degree  of 
Weaknefs  ?  Does  he  wait  until  h^  can  again  reproach  her  with  her 
inability  to  defend  herfclf,  and  threaten  her  with  withdrawing  thofe 
commercial  favours  (he  receives  from  England,  and  from  which,  he 
Contends,  are  derived  all  the  fources  from  which  her  pfofperity 
Arifes  ?  Alas !  it  is  but  too  much  in  his  power  to  create  that 
moment  f 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  recalled  to  the  recoUeflion  of  th^  Houfe  the 
(hameful  manner  in  which  Lord  Fin^william  was  recalled  from 
Ireland  at  a  moment  when  he  was  fuppofrd  to  have  been  fent  over 
•  to  grant  to  the  Roman  Catholics  the  rights  and  privileges  which 
they  claimed.  The  cup  of  conceflTion  was  juft  prefcntcd  to  their 
lips,  but  in(tead  of  permitting  them  to  cade  of  it,  it  was  daihed  in 
their  faces.  'Was  this  the  proof  of  a  fincerc  defirc  to  reconcile  the 
Roman  Catholic  body  ?     And  if  he  is  aequaintod,  as  Tur^ly  he  is, 
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with  the  work!n|s  of  the  human  hearti  muft  he  not  be  well  aware  of 
what  men  will  do  when  fo  provoked  i  We  all  agree,  continued 
Mr.  Sheridan^  refpeAing  the  neceffity  of  a  connexion  between  the 
two  countries!  and  that  nothing  could  be  more  fatal  to  either  than 
that  Ireland  (hould  be  pofTeflfed  by  the  French.  Should  we  not 
Chen  feriouily  confider  how  far  the  enforcing  of  this  meafure  may 
tend  to  favour  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  calls  the  fa- 
vourite objcd  of  the  enemy,  and  which  I  really  believe  to  be  their 
earned  wi{h,  n^rmely,  che  invafion  of  Ireland.  Seeing  it,  as  I  dO| 
in  this  light,  have  I  not  every  reafon  and  motive  for  imploring  the 
Houfe  not  to  give  it  any  farther  countenance  ? '  Indeed,  in  every 
view  I  can  take  of  it,  it  appears  to  me  not  only  to  be  dangerous,  but 
as  childifh  a  fcheme  as  that  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
has  chofen  to  (ligmatize  fo  frequently  with  that  epithet. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then<proceeded  to  vindicate  Mr.  Fox  from  the  ac- 
cufation  of  not  having  followed  up  the  refolution  of  1782.  He 
ihewed  that  that  honourable  gentleman  remained  but  two  months 
after  in  office,  and  therefore  could  give  it  no  eiFe£l ;  but  did  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  himfeif»  when  he  came  afterwards  into 
power,  attempt  to  bring  forward  the  objections  which  he  had  this 
night  fo  triumphantly  urged  ?  Had  he  not  now  been  fifteen  years 
9  MiniAer  without  ever  endeavouring  to  do  that  which  from  the 
firfl  he  deemed  to  be  indifpcnfably  ncccffary  ? 

He  hasalfo  affirmed,  that  an  equal  proportion  of  the  Irifh  Houfe 
of  Commons,  a  large  majority  of  the  Irilh  Peers,  and  an  equally 
large  proportion  of  the  j^ple  out  of  doors,  were  friendly  to  the 
meafure  of  a  L[nion  ;  but  if  he  would  but  look  of  what  that.di- 
vifioQ  againft  it  in  the  Commons  was  compofed,  he  would  difoover 
that  it  contained  almoft  all  the  country  gentlennen ;  while,  if  he 
.examined  who  compofed  that  on  the  other  fide  of  the  queflion,  they 
would  be  almoft  all  found  to  be  under  the  influence  of  the  Crown : 
if^  befides  this,  the  difmiflals  that  had  taken  place  in  fpite  of  the  &ir 
character  of  thofc  who  were  removed,  thus  unjuftly  removed  from 
office,  it  was  a  (hame  to  fpeak  of  any  thing  like  an  equality  between 
thofc  who  oppofcd  and  tbofe  who  fupported   the  propofed  Union. 
Now  as  -to  the  large  proportion  of  the  people  out  of  doors,  who  are 
faid  to  be  favourable   to  it,   where  were  they  to  be  found  ?     He 
knew  of  no  place  but  Cork  that  exprefled  any  thing  like  approba- 
tion of  it,  and,  perhaps,  Limerick  alfo—- but^  was  there  not  a  lure 
thrown  out  to  the  fdrmcr,  that  th^  (bould  have  a  dock- yard  built 
there }  and,  on  the  other  hand,  was  not  the  linen  trade  menaced 
with  being. deprived  of  fomeof  the  means  that  tended  to  encourage 
,  it }     Thus,  to  gain  his  ends,  he  held  out  a  bribe  to  the  Souths  bh^ 
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direw  out  a  threat  againft  the  North— feme  inducements  are  alfo 
held  out  to  the  Roman  Cadiolics ;  a  diminution  of  tithes,  and  an 
efiablilhment  for  their  Cleigjr.  But  nduit  prevents  thefe^  promifes 
from  being  now  realized  i  If  it  be  right  to  do  it,  ought  it  not  to 
be  done  whether  a  Union  is  to  take  place  or  not,  and  Parliament 
be  enabled,  inftead  of  holding  out  bribes  and  barter,  to  win  bj 
thefe  conceflions  the  ailedtions  and  confidence  of  the  Irifli  p^tei 
Another  argument  ftxongly  uiged  in  favour  of  the.  Union,  is  the 
profperity  which  Scotland  is  &id  to  have  enjoyed  fince  it  has  been 
united  with  England :  iMit  might  not  Scotland  have  attained  this 
increafe  of  wealth  and  profperity  merely  by  the  dint  of  her  own 
induAry  i  Befidcs,  Scotland  cannot  well  be  compared  with  Ire- 
land. In  Scotland  the  gentlemen  of  property  are  fond  to  rcfide^ 
and  to  encourage  trade,  Sec* ;  in  Ireland  it  is  the  reverfe.  It  is 
alfo  faid,  that  two  independent  Legiflatures  may  feldom  agree  j  aqd 
from  this  want  of  concurrence  and  co-operation,  the  moft  ferious  ca* 
lamities  may  arife:  as  well  fay  that  two  independent  Houies  dl 
Parliament  may  not  co-operate ;  becaufe  the  Lords,  for  example, 
jnay  throw  out  a  money  bill  fent  from  the  Comnoons,  or  the  Com-> 
mons  may  refufe  to  concur  in  the  amendments  made  by  the  Lords* 
The  whole  of  thefe  obje£lions  are  completely  refuted  by  cxperiepcei 
and  to  inflft  upon  fuch  objedions,  would  be  a  libel  on  the  Confti- 
tution.  I*'rench  principles  and  Jacobinifm  were,  as  ufual,  intro- 
duced in  the  debate,  and  made  the  fubjcft  of  fplendid  invedive.-^ 
But  what  was  Jacdbinifm  ?  Was  it  not  Jacobinifm  that  pretended 
to  make  other  States  more  fru,  indeptndeni,  aiid  profferofis,  than  it 
found  them  ?  Was  it  not  Jacobinifm  that  called  on  other  countries 
to  r^fign  their  freedom^  their  independence ,  and  their  ConftituiionSf  with 
a  promiie  to  fubOitute  fomething  better  in  their  place  ?.  If  fo,  waci 
not  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  propofing  the  prdent  meft- 
fure,  adling  the  part  of  an  Arc«-Jacobin  i 

It  is  not  my  intention,  Sir,  to  oppoie  going  into  a  Committee^ 
but  I  (hall  certainly  objefk  to  your  leaving  the  chair,  for  the  purpofe 
of  moving  two  Rcfolutions,  which  I  (hall,  in  cafe  the  ptopofitiont 
(hould  be  carried,  wifh  to  have  placed  before  them,  for  the  purpofe 
of  taking  off,  in  fome  degree,  that  jealoufy  which  the  Irifh  Parlia^ 
ment,  I  am  afraid,  will  be  apt  to  entertain  of  their  pafling  this 
Houfe,  after  the  meafure  of  Union  having  been  fo  decidedly  re- 
jeded  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Sheridan  then 
read  the  following  Rcfolutions : 

'<  That  no  mcafures  can  have  a  tendency  to  improve  and  per- 
^uate  the  ties  of  amity  and  coape^ion  now  eidfiing  between  Great 
jSritain  and  Ireland,  which  have  not  for  their  bafis  the  manifcf^f 
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fair,  and  finee  oonfent  apd  approbation  of  die  FtrKdmenta  of  (he 
two  countries. 

**  That  whoever  (hall,  endeavour   to  obtain   the  appearanee 
.of  fuch  confent  and  approbation   in  cither  oountrjr,   by  emj^- 
ing  the  influence  of  GoVemment  for  the  purpofes  of  corrup- 
tion or  intimidationi  is  an  enemy  to  His  Majefty  and   to  Ae 
Conftitution."  >    . 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid,  that  ufed  as  he  was  to  the  inva-. 
riable  oppoirtion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  every  meafure  pro- 
pofcd  by  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  he  was  by  no  means  furprized 
that  he  (hould  objedl  to  the  prefent  propofitlon^. .  There  were, 
however,  feveral  parts  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  which 
had  roufed  his  attention,  atid  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  his  mind, 
that  he  could  not  but  requeft  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  till  he  made 
a  few  comments  on  them.  And  here  he  would  beg  leave  to  re- 
mind the  Houfe  of  the  motion  whicli  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
brought  forward  laft  feiTion  relative  to  an  inquiry  into  the  conduA 
of  the  Irilh  Government.  In  that  bufinefs  this  Houfe  was  defired 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  to  interpofe  its  authority  refpeding 
meafures  which  were  refolved  on,  and  carried  into  execution,  in 
confequehce  of  a6)s  pafled  by  the  Irifli  Legidature ;  and  certainly 
there  appeared  a  confiderablc  degree  of  inconfiftency  with  the  mo- 
tion then  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  the  oppofition  he 
gave  to  the  meafure  now  before  the  Houfe,  as  that  oppoiition  was, 
in  a  great  degree,  founded  on  the  interference  of  the  firitiih  Parlia- 
tnent  io  what  had  fo  recently  been  rejefled  by  one  of  the  branches 
cf  the  Iriih  Lcgiflature.  There  was  fomething  very  esitnrordinary 
too  in  the  iituatiot)  of  that  country  at  the  time  the  motion  he  al- 
luded to  ha^  been  made,  and  what  it  happens  to  be  when  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  objects  to  the  meafure  now  under  the  con- 
iideration  of  the  Houfe.  He  begged  gentlemen  to  recolle£(,  xhsd  at 
the  time  the  honoursfble  gentleman  made  his  motion  for  an  inquiry, 
the  country  of  Ireland  was  in  the  very  height  of  a  moft  daring  re- 
bellion, and  the  interference  of  this  Houfe  was  then  required.  Now 
» Ireland,  comparatively  fpeaking,  might  be  faid  to  be  at  peace.  The 
fame  interference,  though  intended,  in  his  opinion,  to  operate 
greatly  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland,  was  condemned  tn  the  fevcreft 
terms  by  the  fame  honourable  gentleman.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man  had  alfomade  ufet>f  the  word  intimidation,  but  for  \^'hat  purpofe 
,  he  could  not  conceive,  for  his  right  honourable  friend,  in  the  very  outfiet 
of  the  bufinefs,  had  exprcfsly  avowed  the  reverfe,  and  had  ^tcd,  in 
[the  moft  poliiive  manner,  that  he  would  on  no  account  wifh  to  polBi 
the  pnefcm  meafure,  buL-with  entire  confent  and  approbation  of  the 
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Irifli  ParliuMAt   He  bimfidf  fexMiy  ccmidded  with  hb  ri^t  ho- 
ncMiffftble  friend ;  and  his  firft  and  only  wi(h  was,  that  ihefirefent  pnv 
joRuons  might  pafs  in  oider  thai  they  might  be  fairly  confidered 
and  detiberafiely  difcufliKl.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  fome'^ 
thii^  more  thin  infinualed  that  the  people  of  Ireland  were  agamft 
the  mcafure  of  a  Union  ;  but  this  he  b^ged  leave  to  deny  ;  and 
afked  on  what  ground  fuch  an  aflumption  oould  be  taken  up  ?  The 
people  of  Cork  and  thofe  of  Ltmeridc  had  cxpreffeo  themfelves  in 
fivour  of  it ;  and  if  it  once  came  to*  be  duly  and  difpaQioaatdy 
confidera),  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  great  majority  of  the  whole 
nation  would  view  it  in  the  fame  favourable  light.     Certainly 
there  ought  to  be  great  allowances  made  for  the  prejudices  which 
at  &rft  fi^t  muft  inevitably  operate  on  the  minds  of  the  people^ 
who  are  allowed  on  all  hands  to  have  a  great  feniibility  in  matters 
which  toudied  their  national  pride,  though  he  thought   with  hia 
r^t  honourable  friend  that  this  national  pride  might,  on  many 
occaiioiis,  be  eriKXieous  and  miftaken.     The  honourable  gentleman 
had  made  vXc  of  the  expreflion  of  corruption  being  leforted  to  aa 
well  as  ir^imidation  ;  and  in  fuppurt.  of  this  had  adverted  to  the 
diTmiflal  of  a  gentleman  high  in  chara£lcr  as  wxll  as  in  ofEce  (Sit 
John  Pamell).     But  he  could  by  no  means  fee  there  was  any  ap* 
pearancc  of  either  in  that  uifmiffaL     He  fliould  certainly  caH  in 
queftion  the  finoerity  of  any  Miniiler,   who,  having  a  great  and 
momentous  meafure  to  propofc,  in  which  the  mod  important  in- 
terefts  of  the  empire  wprc  deeply  involved,  would  fuifcr  any  gentle- 
man to  remain  in  fo  eminent  a  (ituation  in  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment  as  that    honourable  gentleman  filled  in   Ireland,    afEer  he 
bad  declared  that  he  could  not,  or  would  not,  give  the  meafure  his 
fupport.     He  could  have  no  reliance  on  a  MiniAcr  who,  having  a 
mod  important  meafure  to  propofe  fur  the  welfare  of  the  leading  in- 
tereft  of  the  empire,  would  content  himielf  with  giving  his  own 
perfonal  fupport  and  exertions  in  favour  of  fuch  meafure  ;  but«he 
would  leave  his  friends  to  vote  in  -fuch  a  manner  as  to  them  fhbuld 
refpedively  iecm  beft.     This  fccmed  to  him  to  be  a  condu£l  which 
would  militate  againd  the  finccrity  of  any  MiniOer  ;  and  therefore 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  the  difmiflfal  alluded  to  was  of  that  nature 
that  it  could  not  be  poflibly  avoided.  The  honourable  gentleman  was,, 
however,  one  of  the  laA  men  whom  he  (hould  have  expected  to  have 
heard  bring  forward  an  argument  of  that  nature,  as  he  had  been  fo 
very  (Ircnuous  in  condemning  the  rccal  of  a  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
country,  who  had  a6led  cxprefsly  on  the  £3 me  principle.      Finding 
the  ^eafures  which  he  propofed  were  objcdled  tQ  by  gentlemen  high 
in  official  fituations  there,  be  diiinifled  tbcm  immediately  ^  and 
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•when  he  was  recalled  from  that  high  dffice,  peihapa  in  bttic  refpeds 
for  tbofe  very  difmtfialsy  the  fubje^  of  hii  recal  was,  by  the  honour- 
sd^le  gentleman,  and  thoTe  with  whom  he  aAed,  ifiade  a  matter  of 
ferious  and  grievous  complaint  againft  His  Majefly's  Minifters. 
His  Lordfhip  faid,  that  he  coincided  with  his  right  honourable 
friend,  and  he  joined  'zKq  in  opinion  with  the  honourable  gende- 
man  in  deprecating  the  fyftem  wUch  had  fo  long  been  purfued  to* 
wards  the  Irilh  nation,  and  which  he  oonfeiTed,  had  for  a  feries  of 
years  held  them  in  a  ftate  of  the  greateft  degradation,  till  die  year 
1782.  But  ftill  he  contended,  that  the  fettlement  of  '1782  waa 
not  fin^l.  Conceffions  had  been  made  one  after  another.  The  re- 
peal of  the  Declaratory  A£l:  did  not  give  fufficient  fatisfafiion,  and 
he  begged  leave  to  call  the  recolledion  of  the  Hotife  to  the  proceed- 
ings  of  Lord  Northington's  Adminifhation,  and  the  z€t  of  die  renun- 
ciation of  the  power  of  the  Britifti  Parliament  over  that  of  Ireland. 
After  thefe  came  the  Irifti  propofitions,  which,  oh  fome  flight  idea  of 
di^tin^  a  compad  to  tbe  Iri(h  Parliament,  had  caufed  it  to  rejed  a 
meafure  which,  was  adually  a  boon  from  this  country,  and  which  at 
the  tim6  was.objeAed'to  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  or  at  leaft 
by  thofe  \vho  adted  with  him,  on  the  ground  of  their  being  highly  in- 
jurious to  the  manufaduring  and  commercial  intefefts  of  this  countiy. 
Petitions  were  likewife  fent  frojfti  every  manufaiSturing  town  in  the 
kingdom  to  the  fame  eficA — but,  thank.  Heaven !  (hat  narrow- 
minded  policy  has  now  fubfided,  and  was  altogether  done  airay. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  attempted  to  weaken  the  remarks 
made  by  his  right  honourable  friend  on  the  conduA  of  the  Irifli 
Parliament  on  the  qucjdion  of  the  Regency — but  what  was  diat 
queftion  ?  It  was  the  integrity  of  the  empire,  and  certainly  the 
condu61  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  in  that  proceeding  niight  have  been 
^rOdudiive  of  the  mod  injurious  confe'qu^ices,  and  have  altogether 
interrupted  and  difunited  that  integrity  ;  for  had  it  not  been  for  an 
accident,  the  Iri(h  Parliament  would  have  conferred  the  Regenof 
upon  one  perfon,  and  the  Englifti  Parliameht  upon  another ;  fp  that 
inftead  of  being  two  Legiflaturcs  adding  under  one  Executive  Head, 
as  by  the  fettlement  of  1 78  2  they  were  to  do,  they  would  have  been 
ading  under  two  Executive  Hends  ;  and  he  thought  the  inference 
on  this  point  drawn  by  his  right  honourable  friend  were  conclutive 
and  unanfwerable.  His  Lordfhip  obferved,  that  much  difadvan- 
tage  arofe  to  this  country  from  fo  large  a  part  of  our  army  *being 
obliged  to  be  fcnt  to,  and  remain  in  Ireland  ;  for  thereby  6ur  exer- 
tions in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  other  parts  abroad,  were  very  confi* 
derably  crippled.  Much  had  been  faid  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man as  to  the  cummcrci^l  proiperity  of  Ireland,  in  confcquei^ee  (if 
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the  independence  of  her  Parliament ;  but  whatever  that  profperitjr 
may  have  been,  the  courfe  of  events  which  had  for  fome  years  paft 
taken  place  in  that  country,  had  firmly  riveted  him  in  the  opinion 
that  there  mud  be  fomcthing  radically  wrong  in  the  intemaLfitua- 
tion  of  that  country*  The  interefts  of  the  Proteftant  and  Catholic 
were  fo  diflind  and  difierent,  and  formed  fuch  continual  food  for 
jealoufy,  that  he  was  afraid  nothing  but  a  grand  Legiilative  Unioa 
would  ever  be  able  efFeduadly  to  reconcile  them  one  to'  the  other. 
Hitherto  the  conceflions  that  had  been  made  to  the  Catholics  of  the 
eledive  franchife,  and  other  extenfions  of  favour,  had  not,  it  was' 
allowed  by  the  honourable  gentleman^  produced  the  dcfired  cffe&. 
If  Ireland  had  continued  profperous  and  tranquil  fince  1782,  he 
ihould  have  entertained  hopes  that  the  intereft  of  the  empire  might 
be  fecured,  without  recurring  to  the  meafure  under  confideration  this 
night :  but  the  reverfe  had  been  the  cafe,  and  one  fubjed  of  difcon* 
tent  had  alternately  rifen  after  another,  till  it  had  terminated  in  the 
fouleftiind  tnoft  unnatural  rebellion.  Thisxhe  was  convinced  had 
been  produced  by  a  fcandalous  Jacobin  confpiracy,  headed  and  car- 
ried on  by  perfons,  one  of  whom  had  formerly  been  the  friend  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  though  he  had  no  doubt 
he  had  been  deluded  as  to  his  intentions.  In  all  queftions  of  this 
nature,  his  Lord(hip  faid,  he  (hould  always  wi(h  to  take  experience 
for  his* guide;  and  in  fo  doing  in  the  prefent  cafe,  he  could  not 
take  a  ftronger  ground,  than  by  adverting  to  the  fituation  of  Scot- 
land, and  the  flrikii^  benefits  which  (he  had  derived  from  a  Union 
with  this  country,  though  the  fame  afguments  had  been  ufed  with 
equal  energy,  and  with  a  proportionate  zeal  by  the  oppofers  of  a 
Union  on  that  occafion  ;  but  ftill  that  beft  and  moft  unerrjng  of 
guides,  experience,  had  clearly  (hewn  that  all  the  prediAions  of 
thofe  days,  as  to  the  ruinous  and  impolitic  confequences  of  the  mcar 
fure,  had  been  altogether  fatisfied,  and  Scotland  was  enjoying  a  de- 
gree of  the  mod  flattering  and  daily  increaiing  profperity.  .  He  had 
no  doubt  but  Ireland  would  reap  the  fame  advantages,  if  (he  was 
once  brought  to  a  hir  and  full  adoption  of  the  fame  beneBcial  mea- 
fures.  The  honourable  gentleman,  as  well  as  others  in  a  difierent 
place,  had  laid  confiderable  ftrefs  on  the  difadvantage  that  would 
refult  to  Ireland  from  the  number  of  abfen^es,  which  would  be 
greatly  increafed  by  the  removal  of  fo  many  men  of  fortune  to  the 
Imperial  Parliament.  This  aiguinentj  however,  he  could  by  no 
means  fee  in  the  fame  point  of  view.  At  all  events,  however,  he 
was  convinced  that  it  would  be  counterbalanced  by  the  intiodudion 
of  a  great  deal  of  zStivc  capital  into  the  country,  which  would  of 
aourfe  take  over  many  perfons  from  this  kingdom  to  itfidc  in  Ir«« 
Voa.  VIL  d.R 
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land.  The  bringing  the^ whole  of  the  two  nations  under  one  ibve- 
rdgn,  independent  Legillature^  would  Mo  make  the  people  of  pro* 
perty  in  Ir^and  more  (ludious  and  deflrous  to  cultivate  the  ifvtihtc 
of  the  country  ;  and  the  proTperity  of  it  muft  be  greatly  advanced 
by  the  certainty  that  the  great  mafs  of  property  in  Great  Britain 
would  become  pledged  for  the  fecurity  of  property  in  Ireland  ;  ^ 
guarantee  which  could  not  fail  of  producing  the  bed  and  mod  inefti- 
mable  efied)s.  The  profperity  and  tranquillity  of  this  country  Wefc 
OMTing  CO  the  great  value  every  man  fet  upon  the  Conftitution ;  and 
when*  this  Conflitution  became  the  property  of  the  Irifh  people,  it 
could  not  fail  to  operate  the  fame  bleffings  in  their  faVour,  ki  fpite 
of  the  machinations  of  every  Jacobin  wifh  to  the  corttfary.  It 
would  be  my  defire.  Sir,  faid  his  Lord(hipy  to  extend  the  bleffingt 
of  this  Conftitution  to  all  my  fellOw  creatures  ;  it  is  tny  particular 
wi(h  that  the  people  of  Ireland  (hould  derive  every  benefit  from  it 
that  refults  to  us :  I  am  deiirous  to  pledge  my  own  property  in 
Grekt  Britain,  as  well  as  the  property  of  Britons  in  general,  for  the 
fecurity  of  property  in  Ireland ;  but.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  repeat,  that 
I  wifh  this  matter  to  be  fairly  atid  fully  difcufled,  chiefly  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  may  fee  what  we  are  willing  to  do  in  fupport  of 
their  interefls,-  and  I.  would  not  wifli  the  meafure  to  be  adopted 
but  by  the  wifh  and  voice  of  the  people  and  of  the  Parliament  of 
both  countries  ;  and  I  deprecate  the  idea  of  uflng  either  eomiptien 
or  intimidation  as  much  as  the  honourable  Member,  or  any  one  dfe 
can  do.  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  reafons  which  a<fluatc  ihc-to  vote  for 
the  prefent  prbpolitions  being  fubmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houi«,  by  way  of  recording  what  we  were  willing  to  do  in 
advancement  of  the  interefts  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  S|i£R-IDAN  fpoke  in  explanation,  and  denidd  that  he  had 
voted  on  the  lri(h  proportions,  as  ftited  by  his  Lordfhip. 

Dr.  LAWRENCE  contended,  that  the  inference  drawn  by  the 
noble  Lord,  who  fpoke  laft,  as  to  the  inconfiftency  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  having  made  a  motion  fbr  an  inquiry 
laft  feffidn,  and  now  oppofing  the  prefent  meafure,  was  not  wdl 
founded.  The  diflEerence  of  the  time,  as  well  as  of  the  (ituation 
of  the  two  countries,  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  reverie  of  what  the 
nobk  Lord  had  conceived  them  to  be.  When  the  meafure  wasfirft 
inthxhiced  in  the  Houfe,  he  was  not  clearly  decided  that  he'fhould 
votetigainftit ;  but  fince  that  time,  circumftances  rdativeUo  it  had 
taken  place  elfe where,  which  made  htm  deeply  regret  that  the  tnea- 
fore* had  ever  been  brought  forward  at  all.  One  jbranch  of  the  LcgtC- 
lanire  of  Ireland  had,  in  the  fnoil  decided  manner  rcjedled  it,  and  be 
was  dberefore.  extremely  forry  that  any  fardier  attempt  (hould  be 
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the  indq)endence  of  her  Parliament ;  but  whatever  that  profperitjr 
may  have  been,  the  oourfe  of  events  which  had  for  fome  years  paft 
taken  place  in  that  country,  had  firmly  riveted  him  in  the  opinion 
that  there  mud  be  fomething  radically  wrong  in  the  internaLfitua- 
tion  of  that  country.  The  interefts  of  the  Proteitant  and  Catholic 
were  fo  diflind  and  difierent,  and  formed  fuch  continual  food  for 
jealoufy,  that  he  was  afraid  nothing  but  a  grand  Legiflative  Unioa 
would  ever  be  able  efFedually  to  reconcile  rhem  one  to  the  other* 
Hitherto  the  conceflions  that  had  been  made  to  the  Catholics  of  the 
eledive  franchife,  and  other  extenfions  of  favour,  had  not,  it  was' 
allowed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  produced  the  dcfircd  cffe&. 
If  Ireland  had  continued  profperous  and  tranquil  fince  1782,  he 
ihould  have  entertained  hopes  that  the  intcreft  of  the  empire  might 
be  fecured,  without  recurring  to  the  meafure  under  confideration  thi» 
night :  but  the  reverie  had  been  the  cafe,  and  one  fubjed  of  difcbn-^- 
tent  had  alternately  rifen  after  another,  .till  it  had  terminated  in  the 
fbuleftiind  tnoft  unnatural  rebellion.  Thisxhe  was  convinced  had 
been  produced  by  a  fcandalous  Jacobin  confpiracy,  headed  and  car- 
ried on  by  perfons,  one  of  whom  had  formerly  been  the  friend  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  though  he  had  no  doubt 
he  had  been  deluded  as  to  his  intentions.  In  all  queftions  of  this 
nature,  his  Lord(hip  faid,  he  fliould  always  wi(h  to  take  experience 
for  his  guide ;  and  in  lb  doing  in  the  prefent  cafe,  he.  could  not 
take  a  ftronger  ground,  than  by  adverting  to  the  fituation  of  Scot- 
land, and  the  firikii^  benefits  which  (he  had  derived  firoin  a  Union 
with  this  country,  though  the  fame  arguments  had  been  ufed  with 
equal  energy,  and  with  a  proportionate  zeal  by  the  oppofers  of  a 
Union  on  that  occafion  ;  but  flill  that  bed  and  moft  unerring  of 
guides,  experience,  had  clearly  (hewn  that  all  the  prediAions  of 
thofe  days,  as  to  the  ruinous  and  impolitic  confequeiures  of  the  mear 
fure,  had  been  altogether  fatisfied,  and  Scotland  was  enjoying  a  de- 
gree of  the  moil  flattering  and  daily  increafing  profperity.  .  He  had 
no  doubt  but  Ireland  would  reap  the  fame  advantages,  if  (he  was 
once  brought  to  a  fair  and  full  adoption  of  the  fame  beneficial  mea- 
fures.  The  honourable  gentleman,  as  well  as  others  in  a  difiS:ient 
place,  had  laid  confiderable  ftrefs  on  the  difadvantage  that  would 
refult  to  Ireland  from  the  number  of  abfeni;ees,  which  would  be 
greatly'  increafed  by  the  removal  of  fo  many  men  of  fortune  to  the 
Imperial  Parliament.  This  argument^  however,  he  could  by  no 
means  fee  in  the  fame  point  of  view.  At  all  events,  however,  he 
was  con\anced  that  it  would  be  counterbalanced  by  the  introduction 
of  a  great  deal  of  adtive  capital  into  the  country,  which  would  of 
•ourfe  take  over  many  perfons  from  this  kingdwi  to  itfidc  in  Ir«* 
Vo^  VIL  aR 
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marriage  had  abfolutely  and  unequivocally  rejeded  it.  How  oould 
that  be  called  a  marriage  or  union  to  which  the  confcnt  of  one  of 
the  parties  was  wanting  ?  A  marriage  was  a  matter  of  that  delicate 
nature,  that  if  the  parties  contrading  it  were  not  agreeable  to  each 
other,  the  clofer  they  were  drawn  together  by  the  bond,  the  farther, 
in  h&f  they  were  put  afunder  as  to  every  beneficial  and  happy  oon- 
fequence  which  might  be  expeded  to  refult  from  fo  tender  and  inti- 
mate a  conne£lion.  To  prefs  forward,  therefore,  a  matter  of  fo 
much  moment  and  importance  to  the  general  interefis  of  the  em* 
pire,  by  the  Parliament  of  this  country,  while  it  is  objefied  to  in 
the  ftrongeft  manner,  and  in  the  mod  fevcre  terms,  by  the  party^ 
who  ought  to  form  the  other  part  of  the  contraA,  feemed  to  him 
lb  pregnant  with  alarm  and  impending  evils,  that  he  felt  he  could 
not  too  warmly  deprecate  an  event,  the  confcquences  of  which 
might  in  the  iitue  prove  fo  truly  difaftrous.  Amongft'  the  various 
arguments  which  have  been  urged  in  favour  of  a  Union  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  in  Ireland,  there  was  one  which  Aruck  him  as 
extremely  curious  and  novel.  The  gentleman  who  advances  it 
affigns  as  his  principal  reafon,  that  there  were  one  hundr&d  and 
SIXTEEN  Placemen  in  that  Houfe,  and  therefore  the  independence 
of  the  Parliament  was  far  more  expenfive  than  the  (;ountry  could 
bear. 

Doftor  Lawrence  then  obferved,  that  it  deferves  to  be  attentivdy 
confidered  how  far  fuch  a  meafure  as  the  prefcnt,  if  carried  into 
effed,  would  operate  upon  the  reprefcntation  of  the  People  when 
brought  into  that  Houfe.  tic  had  frequently,  he  faid,  confidered 
the  fubje£t  as  the  reprefcntation  now  fiood,  and  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  let  parties  prevail  as  they  may  from  time  to  time,  the  genenl 
refult  of  the  votes  of  that  Houfe  would  be  nearly  the  fame«  In 
fpeaking  as  he  now  did,  he  begged  to  be  underfiood  as  fpeakiif  of 
reprefcntation  of  England  and  Wales.  Where  any  body  of  men 
^ere  ientfrom  a  particular  place  or  part  of  the  empire  with  local 
interefls  and  local  prejudices,  he  would  not  pretend  to  calculate  how 
far  they  might  influence  the  determinations  of  the  Houfe  on  all  fuch 
points  as  they  might  chufe  to  exert  their  influence  in  fupport  of. 
A  body  of  men  delegated  from  any  particular  place  or  pan  of  the 
empire,  efpecially  if  that  body  was  numerous — might,  if  they  ad- 
hered ftrongly  together,  create  a  very  groit  influence  in  that  Houfe 
-—and  as  the  number  propofed  to  be  introduced  from  Ireland  was 
really  a  very  extenfive  one,  he  coiild  not  help  thinking  that  it  might 
produce  a  coniiderable  degree  of  embarraflfment  in  the  bufinefs  and 
debates  of  that  Houfe.  How,  indeed,  they  were  to  difpofe  of  them 
he  was  at  a  lofs  to  guefs.     In  the  courfe  of  the  lafl  debate  in  lie- 
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land  on  the  preTent  queft1on>  it  had  lafted  for  twenty-two  hours.     If 
the  majority  of  them  fbould  bring  over  their  inclination  for  public 
fpeaking,  and  thefe  came  to  be  added  to  the  fpeeches  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  and  others,  who  are  in  the  habits  of  fpeaking 
here  already,  he  could  not  avoid  forefe'eing  many  embarraiTmcnts 
which  would  neceflarily  attend  fo  very  confiderable  an  addition  to 
the  numbers  already  poflefled  of  feats  in  that  Houfe.     Be  that  as  it 
may^  faid  he,  it  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  that  no  fubjefi  of  fo 
important  a  nature  (hould  be  put  forward,  if  it  runs  a  rifque  of  en- 
dangering the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  country,  it  is  intended 
ihould  denize  a  benefit  from  it.     By  what  I  can  perceive  of  the  (late 
of  the  public  mind  in  that  country,  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  fear 
it  is  very  fore,  and  ill-inclined  to  receive  propofitions  of  this  nature. 
I  am  the  more  averfe  from  putting  it  to  the  flighted  rifque,  becaufe 
I  conceive  there  is  no  neceflity  for  taking  the  matter  up  at  the  pre- 
fent  moment.     If  at  any  future  period  the  ftate  of  the  public  mind 
(hould  appear  to  be  more  favourable  to  fuch  a  meafure,  and  there 
(hould  fcem  to  be  a  profpedt  of  their  receiving  it  well ;  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  King,  with  the  advice  of  his  Council,   to  take  it  up 
whenever  he  pleafcs  ;  and  the  adoption  of  the  meafure  will  at  all 
times  be  as  complete  and  efficacious  as  if  grafted  on  the  (lem  of  the 
prefent  propofitions.     My   dread  is,  that  in  the  prcfent  feeming 
temper  of  that  country,  they  (hould  add  inflammation  to  a  difpo* 
fition  at  prefent  teeming  with  far  too  much  irritability.     At  any 
rate,  it  may  have  the  appearance  of  hanging  up  thefe  proportions 
over  their  heads  as  an  obje6t  in.  terrorem  ;  and  thus  by  adding  to  a 
jealoufy  of  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman- himfelf  admits 
they  are  but  too  fufceptible  in  matters  which  concern  their  national 
pride,  a  ftimulus  may  be  added  to  the  prefent  difordcr,  the  evil  ef- 
fedls  of  which  it  may  be  impofTible  to  countera£t.     There  is  nothing 
therefore  which  I  more  feelingly  deprecate,  than  proceeding  with 
thefe  propofitions.     It  feems  clear  to  me  they  can  do  no  good,  and 
may  produce  a  great  deal  of  harm.     I  have  been  happy  to  give  my 
fupport  to  the  generality  of  the  meafures  adopted   by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  and  (hould  wi(h  to  do  fo  while  he  continues  to 
profecute  the  prefent  tremendous  conteft.     In  proportion,  howevefi 
as  it  is  tremendous,  it  became  the  more  necefTary  that  we  (hould  be 
on  the  beft  poflible  terms  with  Ireland ;  and  in  order  to  do  fo,  I 
(hould  be  happy  to  think  the  prefent  propofitions  had  never  been 
brought  forward.— I  beg  pardon.  Sir,  for  havijig  fo  long  trefpa(f  ed 
on  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Houfe,  but  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
fpeak  my  apprehenfions  on  the  cafe.     I  (hall  certainly  vote,  Sir^  fo^^ 
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your  not  leaving  the  chair ;  but  if  it  it  carried  tha£  yoa  (hould  do 
fo,  I  dp  not  fay  that  I  (hall  vote  againft  the  vcfolutions. 

The   Houfc  then   divided   oq  the  queftion.  of  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  chair — 

Ayes,  140  ;    Noe%  15. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  he  knew  of  no  mcafure  more  calculated  lo 
inflame  Ireland^  and  to  produce  the  moft  alarming  confequences, 
than  that  v\'hich  h;uJ  been  propofed ;  and  he  pcrfc<S^iy  agreed  with 
•  gentlemen  who  had  fpokcn  before,  that  the  recording  the  rcfolutions 
on  the  Journals,  and  fufpcnding  them  over  the  Irifti  Parliament, 
with  a  threat  of  attempting  to  adopt  them  the  6rft  favourable  oppor* 
tunity,  was  a  ftep  of  great  impolicy,  which  would  tend  to  excite 
jealoufy  and  dilTattsfac^ion  on  the  part  of  the  fifter  kingdom.  But 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  enter  into  the  fubje(ft.  He  only  wiihed 
to  give  notice,  that  if  the  plan  was  perfcvercd  in,  and  a  bill  brought 
in  as  the  rcfolutions  expreflTed,  for  the  introduction  of  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  from  Ireland  into  the  Britifh  Par- 
liament, he  Ihould  follow  that  meafure  with  a  propofition  to  guard 
thofc  new  Members  agalnft  the  undue  influence  of  the  Crown,  par- 
ticularly in  the  mode  of  their  eled^ion  ;  and  that  he  (hould  alio 
bring  forward  a  propofition  for  amending  the  mode  of  ek(3ion  ge- 
nerally of  all  Members  of  that  Houfc. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  agreed  with  Mr.  Grey  as  to  the  dangerous  con- 
fcquences  of  prefling  farther  the  prefent  meafure. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  would  move  his  reiblutions  on 
Thurfday  next ;  and  as  he  had  heard  nothing  advanced  againft 
them,  he  concluded  they  were  unobjectionable,  and  he  made  no 
doubt  they  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  nothing  had  been  objeSed 
s^ninll  tiie  rcfolutions,  becaufe  they  had  not  been  before  the  Houfe ; 
they  had  not  been  nioved,  and  confequently  no  obfervations  had 
been  made  upon  them  ;  but  whenever  they  were  brought  forward, 
there  was  fuilkient  on  the  face  of  them  to  (hew  the  impropriety  0^ 
fuffering  them  to  be  adopted. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  fpokc  in  explanation. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  the  noble  Lord's  fpccch  went  ihongly 
for  their  adoption.  He  had  expreflTed  his  determination  not  fo 
fjpport  the  projc(^  of  Union,  unlefs  it  was  fairly  ian^f^ioned  by  ai 
majority  in  the  refpe^flive  Parliaments  of  each  kingdom  ;  and  he 
had  alfo  expreflVd  his  ablrorrence  of  any  cdrrupt  or  undue^  infill* 
ence  being  cxcrcifed  to  produce  a  rnajority  in  its  favour.  Now, 
fi.i<I  Mr.  Sheridan,  tlicU  arc  the  very  points  my  reiblutiona  go  to 

itiuhlini. 
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The  refolutioRs-having  been  read  in  the  Com mt ttee,  the  Houfe 
was  refumed,  and  the  Ccftnmitiee  alked  leave  to  fit  again  on  Thurf- 
day  next.  At  half  paA  eleven  o'clock,  the  Houfe  .adjotirncd  to 
Thuffday  next. 

Thurfdayj   February  7. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
Houfe  to  refolve  itfclf  into  a  Committee  in  order  to  take  into  far- 
ther ConGderation  His  Majefty's  moft  gracious  meflage  rcfpcfling 
the  propofed  Union  with  Ireland. 

Wr.  SHERIDAN  dbferved,  that  according  to  the  rules  and  or- 
dinary proceedings  of  the  Houfe,  the  right  honourable  gcnjleman 
moft  undoubtedly  could  claim  the  privilege  of  moving  the  order  of 
the  day,  before  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  could  attempt  to  move  the  refolu* 
tions  of  which  he  had  thrown  out  an  idea,  and  his  intention  of 
moving  them,  upon  a  former  occafion  ;  if,  therefore,  that  privilege 
was  infifted  01:,  he  muft  poftpone  his  motion  for  the  prefent^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  though  he  had  waited  fom6 
time  in  expeflation  of  the  Jionourable  gentleman's  e3^pe6led  mo- 
tion, he  was  neverthelefs  ready  to  wave  his  privilege,  and  to  give 
the  precedence  to  the  honourable  gentleman.  ^ 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  proceeded  in  nearly  the  following 
terms :— Having  on  the  two  former  occafions,  in  which  the  prefent 
fubjedt  was  under  difcuflfion,  trefpalTed  a  good  deal  on  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe,  I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  take  up  as  little  of 
their  time  as  poffible  now.  I  fliall  therefore  only  urge  a  few  of 
the  many  reafons  which  might  be  advanced  in  fupport  of  the  refo- 
lutions  I  intended  to  move.  Indeed  I.  think  it  the  more  incum- 
bent on  me  to  faylefs  at  prefent  than  I  otherwife  (hould,  becaufe, 
though  at  the  commencement  of  the  debates  on  this  meafure  I  had 
the  Angularity  of  ftanding  alone  in  oppofition  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman^s  projedt,  yet  fcveral  gentlemen,  knowing  what  the  ftatc 
of  Ireland  now  is — knowing  the  irritation  produced  in  the  public 
mind  by  the  agitation  of  this  queftlon — and  knowing  the  marked 
difapprobation  the  mere  fuggeftion  of  the  meafure  has  receivecl 
from  the  Iri(h  Parliament,  are  now  as  much  convinced  as  I  am  of 
the  impropriety  of  continuing  to  difcufs  it  here.  This  confiderationi 
I  (hould  have  hoped  would  have  had  fomc  weight  with  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  and  have  taught  him  not  to  perfift  in  that 
pledge  which  he  fo  boldly  gave  in  the  courfe  of  the  iirft  debate  on 
this  fubje£t.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  declared,  that 
to  accompliih  a  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  (hall  be  the  obje(^  of 
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his  life ;  not  his  political  life,  as  on  former  occafions  he  has 
pledged,  but  his  natural  life.  Happily,  however,  this  Houfe  was 
as  yet  pledged  to  nothing,  and  I  truft  they  will  not  join  the  ri^t 
honourable  gentleman  in  this.  They  cannot  be  mi(bken  with  re- 
gard to  his  objed,  for  he  has  fairly  and  candidly  acknowledged  it 
The  Houfe  will,  however,  do  well  to  paufe  before  they  advance 
farther.  As  yet  they  have  done  no  more  than  to  refer  to  a  Com- 
mittee His  Majefty's  meflfage,  recommending  it  to  the  Houfe  to  con- 
.fidet  of  the  means  of  flrengthening  the  connexion  between  the  two 
countries.  The  refolutions  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
has  moved  are  not  yet  ordered  to  be  printed.  Here  the  Hqufe  have 
it  in  their  power  to  flop :  but  the  cafe  is  different  if  they  proceed 
farther.  The  queftion  now  before  us  is,  whether  we  are  willing  to 
fecond  the  pledge  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  given 
of  devoting  his  life  to  carry  this  favourite  projed  ;  a  pledge,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  not  of  his  political,  but  of  his  natural  life— 
[Here  Afr.  Pitt  fmiledj — Yes,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  may 
fmile  at  his  pledges !  Does  he  fmile  that  they  (hould  be  thoi^t 
iincere  i  I  know  that  he  has  Ixfore  now  pledged  himfelf  to  per- 
form many  things  which  he  has  not  yet  found  it  convenient  to  ac- 
oomplifh.  When  the  Iri(h  propofitions  were  broug|it  forward,  die 
right  honourable  gentleman  declared,  that  unleis  they  were  agreed  to, 
he  could  not  continue  in  office,  becaufe  he  could  no  longer  be  an 
ufeful  Mini(ler.\  Thefe  propofitions  were,  however,  rqe6ted,  and 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  fmiled  at  the  pledge. .  He  fiill  re- 
mained in  office,  and  had  of  eourfe  difcovered  that  there  was  no  ne- 
ccffity  for  keeping  his  pledge,  fince  he  could  be  an  ufeful  Minifier 
without  the  Iriih  propofitions.  I  know  not  how  he  means  to  dif- 
pofe  of  his  prefent  pledge.  He  may  fmile  at  it  if  he  pleafe  ;  but 
ynlj  the  people  of  Ireland  fmile  with  him  i  The  rig^t  honourable 
gentleman  has  before  now  often  duped  the  people  with  hb  pledges* 
and  he  may,  perhaps,  think  proper  at  lafi  to  at»ndon  this:  be  this 
as  it  may,  however,  nothing  could  have  worfe  confcquences,  nothing 
could  fo  much  tend  to  increafe  the  evils  which  at  prefent  exift  in 
Ireland,  as  this  Houfe  fan£lioning  the  prefent  pledge  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman. 

The  effect  of  the  pledge  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
has  ^iven,  mufi,  however,  be  confiderable  on  the  people  of  Ireland. 
It  will  produce  much  irritation,  and  inflame  all  thofe  difcontents 
which  have  already  occafioned  fo  much  mifery  in  that  country. 
Were  it  adopted  by  this  Houfe,  the  mifchief  would  ftill  be  greater. 
It  is,  indeed,  very  difficult  to  conceive  what  objed  he  propofes  to 
himfelf  by  proceeding  in  this  meafMre.     What  advantage  will  hit 


Qigument  of  the  neceffity  of  a  Union  receive  Irotn  the  .Houfe 
joining  in  his  pledge,  when  the  Irifh  Houfc  of  Commons  has  al- 
ready decided  againft  it  ?  If  the  Houfc  fandions  the  projedl  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  the  two  Houfes  of  Commons  of  Gr^at 
Britain  and  Ireland  will  be  placed  in  oppoiition  to  each  other,  and 
the  iituation  of  thefe  nations  will  be  more  alarming  and  frightful 
than  that  in  which  any  two  countries  profefling  amity  for  each  other 
.ever  before  flood. 

Does  the  right  honourable  gentleman  not  know,  that  while  he 
declare!  his  determination  to  ppriift  in  this  meafure,  the  Jri(h 
people  will  fancy  they  can  eafily  penetrate  the  means  to  which  he 
will  refort  to  carry  it  ?  On  this  point,  indeed,  they  cannot  be  ea- 
fily deceived :  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  declared  himfelf 
openly,  and  the  meafures  to  which  he  has  already  had  recourfe  fo 
plainly  indicate  his  intentions,  that  there  is  little  room  for  doubt  or 
miAake  on  this  head.  If  he  do  not  fucceed  on  the  prefent  occa-, 
lion,  the  people  of  Ireland  mull  be  convinced  that  he  only  waits  for 
a  more  favourable  opportunity  :  they  mud  know  that  he  only  waits 
for  a  moment  when  Ireland  fhall  be  more  weak  to  carry  his  fa-^ 
vourite  projcd,  and  that  intimidation  and  corruption  are  the  en- 
gines he  propofes  to  ufe.  The  means  to  which  he  would  refort 
muft  be  known  the  moment  that  he  declares  he  will  perfevere* 
But  it  ought  to  be  recolleiSled,  that  the  Irifh  Parliament  do  not  look 
upon  their  connexion  with  us  as  a  boon — they  claim  to  be  inde- 
pendent. If)  then,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  fincerely 
pledged  himfelf,  there  is  no  other  courfe  left  for  Ireland  to  take, 
but  to  guard  againfl  the  influence  and  the  power  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  Ireland  cannot  exiA  with- 
out the  fupport  of  this  country ;  and  a  noble  friend  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  held  out  a  threat  of  wi^thdrawing  from 
Ireland  that  protediion  to  which  (he  is  indebted  for  her  fafety,  and 
without  which  (he  neither  could  defend  herfelf  againd  a  foreign, 
enemy,  nor  furvive  inteftine  warfare.  Thus  the  people  of  Ireland 
were  plainly  told  what  was  to  be  the  confequence  of  their  refuting 
tofurrender  their  independent  Legiflature.  The  Houfe  then  were 
to  put  the  two  countries  in  this  fituation,  the  mod  perilous  and 
frightful  in.  which  it  is  puflTible  they  could  be  placed  !  Such,  how- 
ever, muft  be  the  confequence  of  the  Houfe  joining  in  the  pledge  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman. 

It  is  curious  to  obfcrve  the  arguments  which  the  right  honour- 
aUe  gentleman  and  his  friends  have  on  this  occafSon  ufed  in  fup^ 
port  of  the  meafure  they  with  to  carry  into  eflTed.  One  would  be 
tempted  to  thtnk>  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fo^ed 
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9L  coalition  with  the  party  he  has  long  been  accuftotned  to  rqirabate ; 
a  party  which  lately  attempted  to  accompliih,  by  the  foice  of  arms, 
what  is  now  endeavoured  to  be  brought  abput  by  intrigue — I  mean 
the  United  IriOimen,  with  whom  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
feems  to  be  perfedlly  agreed  in  five  or  fix  of  their  leading  principles. 
The  United  Irj(hmen  wiChed  to  deftroy  the  prefent  Conftitution  of 
Ireland  ;  this  is  alfo  the  objedt  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
The  United  Iri(hmen  declared  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  be  the 
caufe  of  all  the  evils  and  of  all  the  miferies  W4th  which  thatcountiy 
had  been  afflicted.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  brought 
forward  the  fame  accufation  againd  them.  The  United  Iri(hmen 
charged  the  Legiflature  of  their  country  with  being  the  dupe  of  the 
Engliih  party  :  the  right  honourable  gentlemani  following  their  ex- 
ample on  this  point,  alfo  afcribes  ever)'  mifrule,  every  error  of  Go- 
vernmcnty  all  the  diilradtions  and  all  the  misfortunes  of  Irelaody  to 
the  influence  of  a  Britifh  fa£lion  over  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.  It 
is  not,  indeed,  to  the  fa£lion  which  he  heads  tf^ere,  he  afcribes  this 
influence,  but  he  has  aflcrtcd,  that  it  was  exerted  by  one,  at  the  head 
of  which  the  Duke  of  Portland  ftcx^d,  and  of  which  his  honour- 
able friend  (Mr.  Windham)  mar  him  was  a  Member.  He  has 
told  us,  that  that  fa^lion  made  a  tool  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  to  an- 
fwer  its  own  purpofes  ;  and  the  United  Irifhmen  have  repeatedly 
made  the  fame  alfcrtion  :  thus  they  are  agreed  as  to  the  evil.  They 
are  alfo  agreed  as  to  the  remedy  ;  for  they  both  prefcribe  a  Revolu* 
tion — Dclanda  eji  Carthago  is  the  maxim  of  both:  the  Irifli  Par- 
liament, they  agree,  muft  be  dcftroyed,  and  this  is  made  the  grand 
cure.  The  United  Iriihmen  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
have  projx)f<^d  to  apply  their  remedy,  however,  in  fomewhat  a  dif- 
ferent manner.  He  would  incorporate  a  few  of  the  reprefehtatives 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  in  the  Britifti  Parliament.  With  refped 
to  the  means  by  which  thefe  meafures  were  to  be  carried  into  eflPed, 
they  are  alfo  very  much  alike.  The  United  Iriflimen  faid»  they 
knew  better  what  was  good  for  Ireland  than  all  the  refl  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  did  :  the  riglit  honourable  gentleman  has  faid  the  fame 
thing  of  himfelf :  like  him  too,  the  United  Irifhmen  did  not  fcruple 
to  make  ufe  of  corruption  to  gain  their  objed  :  they  refortcd  to 
force  and  intimidation  ;  the. right  honourable  gentleman  has  done 
<hc  fame.  The  onlv  diflerence  between  the  two  was,  that  the 
United  Iriflimen  conceiving  their  Parliament  to  be  the  mere  tools 
of  England,  were  for  depofing  it,  and  fetting  up«  Republican  form 
of  Government  with  foreign  afliflance ;  while  the  right  hon6urable 
gentleman  was  for  merging  dowp  the  Irifh  reprefentation  into  that  of 
England:  his  plan^  as  well  as  theirs^  pr^poles  the  extinguifliing 
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the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  and  the  means  he  ufes  to  infure  himfelf 
fuccefs,  are  the  fame  as  thofe  to  \^hich  they  reforted.  The  queftioii, 
then,  which  we  have ^  now  to  confider  is,  whether  a  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment will  fecond  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  his  projed,  and 
fandion  thb  iimilarity  between  him  and  the  leaders  of  that  RebeU 
lion,  which  the  Houfe  lately  fo  much  deplored. 

It  was  once  obferved  by  an  honourable  friend  of  mine,  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  an  honourable  gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  that  he  had  a  tem- 
per fo  pugnacious  and  fo  obAinate,  that  if  he  faw  two  perfons  fight- 
ing in  the  Areets  he  would  never  think  of  feparating  them,  but 
would  rather  infift  that  they  Ihould  go  on  and  fight  it  out.  This 
was  faid  by  an  amateur  of  the  art  of  pugilirm,.at  a  time  when  that 
honourable  fdence  was  held  in  greater  repute  than  it  is  now.  But 
with  whatever  truth  it  may  have  been  faid,  I  fhould  hope  that  no 
Secretary  at  War  would  wifh  to  fee  a  legiflative  battle  of  the  kind, 
with  which  we  are  now  threatened,  but  that  he*  would  rather  wifh  to 
feparate  the  combatants  when  be  fhould  know  that  they  were  the 
Irifb  Parliament  and  the  BritiAi  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Let  the  battle,  however,  be  fought  when  it  may,  it  will  not  be  un- 
interefiing.  Each  party  is  well  feconded.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  two  allies-— corruption  and  intimidation.  The  people 
of  Ireland  have  two  allies  alfo — honour  and  refolucion — honour  to 
refifl  the  corruption,  and  refolution  to  laugh  at  the  intimidation  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman. 

We  have  been  told,  that  theexiilence  of  Ireland  depends  upoa 
this  projedt  being  carried.  This  I  certainly  do  deny.  Tlie  pro- 
pofition  has  not,  and  never  can  be  made  out  \  but  it  is  a  melan- 
choly confideration  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fhould  f^ill 
obflinately  perfifl  in  his  fcheme,  after  ihe  folemn  manner  in  which 
it  has  been  rejeded  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  and  after  he 
knows  in  what  detef^ation  it  has  been  held  by  the  great  majority  of 
the 'people  of  that  country.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
continue  fiill  in  the  fame  temper,  and  if  this  Houfe  adopt  his  plan, 
the  people  of  Ireland  may  naturally  be  expedled  to  refort,  and  they 
ought  to  refort  to  every  method  of  precaution,  calculated  to  defeat 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fcheme,  and  to  oppofe  the  influence 
which  he  would  exercife  over  them  by  the  weight  and  example  of 
the  B/itifh  Parliament. 

Much  has  been  faid  upon  the  corruption  and  mifgovernment  of 
the  Irifh  Parliament ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  extraordinary  that  thefe 
imputations,  fo  congenial  to  the  fentiments  of  United  Irifhrnen,* 
ihould  come  from-  thofe  mouths  which  not  long  fince  poured  forth 
•ulogiums  on  that  very  Parliament,  which  they  now  fo  grofsl/ 
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libel.  I  am  £ir  from  pretending  that  the  Iriih  Pariiainent  is  fm 
from  all  blame.  I  do  not  mean  to  to  fay  that  it  has  never  ne- 
gtedlcd  U$  doty,  nor  over- (Vretched  its  power.  I  aicribeto  itnoinfal- 
fibility  :  but  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  fo  lately  pro* 
nounced  that  Parliament  he  now  cenfures  the  Saviour  of  Irefamd-^- 
when  he  has,  through  the  medium  of  the  Viceroy,  congratulacod 
them  on  the  fuppteffion  of  an  infurre6lion9  and  on  the  defeat  of  an 
mvading  enemy,  I  may  b<^  allowed  to  (fate  it  as  an  aKgumcnt  againft 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that,  after  giving  the  Pxrttament  of 
Ireland  credit  for  doing  fo  much  good  to  ihe  oountry^  he  has  no 
fight,  and  indeed  he  cannot  with  confiftency,  charge  them  with  cor- 
ruption artd  mifrule,  and  pretend  that  this  new  daigc  of  his 
(hews  the  neceflity  of  the  meafure  he  wifhes  the  Houfe  to  agree 
to.  I  muft  fay,  however,  that  were  I  aflced  whether  the  Partn* 
ment  of  Ireland  may  not  fometimes  have  fallen  imo  errors  ;  wfae* 
ihcr  many  of  the  evils  which  exift  in  the  prefent  fitoation  of  Ire- 
land, and  much  of  the  di(trefs  o^  the  people,  might  not  have  been 
remedied  by  them  ?  thefe  are  propofirions  which  I  perhaps  fhould 
not  be  indined  to  deny  ;  but  I  (hall  always  contend,  that  aUnioa 
is  not  the  cure  for  the  evils  that  are  complained  of,  and  that  a  Brittfti 
Legiflature  can  never  corredt  the  political  defeds,  or  remove  the 
dii^refles  of  Ireland,  fo  well  and  fo  eflFedually  as  its  own  Lc^giflatme. 
To  maintain  his  pofition,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  is  con- 
demned to  (hew  that  the  (late  of  Ireland  would  have  this  day  been 
better  than  it  now  is,  if  a  Union  had  taken  place  at  a  forma 
period :  he  muR  prove  -to  us,  that  the  adoption  of  his  meafure  would 
have  prevented  infurredion,  filenced  all  difcontents,  united  all  the 
difcordant  intereds,  afid  conciliated  all  the  exafperated  feelings  and 
irritable  pafTions  of  the  country  ;  unlefs  he  do  this,  his  cafe  is  not 
made  out,  and  upon  this  ground  I  am  willing  to  reft  the  merits  of 
the  difcuflion. 

Doubtlefs  there  is  much  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  reform  and 
improvement  in  Ireland ;  but  to  do  this  it  furely  is  not  neceffary  to 
pull  do^n  the  credit  and  authority  of  Parliament.  I  (hould  not  have 
cxpedlcd  this  conduct  from  the  right  honourable  gentlenian,  whom  I 
have  fo  often  hcnrd  declaim  againft  all  hafty  alterations  in  forms  of 
Ctovernment,  and  that  fpiritof  innovation  which  is 'proved  to  over- 
throw inficad  of  propping  and  repairing  ancient  inftitutions:  I  i 
fhould  not  have  expedled  that  he  would  be  the  firft  to  lay  violent 
hands  upon  the  Iri(h  Parliament.  Bad  as  he  has  reprefentcd  that 
Parliament,  and  however  blamcable  it  may  have  been,  it  has  cer- 
tainly recovered  much  of  its  credit  arid  charadcr  by  the  nobk  fiand 
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it  hais  made  in  the  defence  of  the  liberties  and  indspendenGe  of  the 
country. 

The  argument  that  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  and  his  friend 
iifed  when  they  aiTerted  that  a  Union  was  indtfpenfable  to  the  con«< 
linuation  of  the  connedtion  between  the  two  countries,  I  cannot^d- 
snit.  ,[  deny  what  has  been  fo  pofitively  aflerted,  that  we  have  no 
alternative  but  diviflon  and  feparation  or  Union.  The  real  ahemativc 
i8»  that  the  Iri(h  Government  ftiould  no  longer  continue  to  be  a  corrupt 
Engliih  job.  Is  it  meant  to  be  aflerted  that  there  is  fome  innate 
depravity  in  the  Iri(h  charadter  which  renders  them  unfit  to  have 
a  Parliament  of  their  own  ?  No,  the  caufc  of  the  corruption 
which  has  been  complained  of  is  obvious.  The  Government  of 
Ireland  has  been  made  a  job  of  ibr  the  advantage  of  Engliih  Mi- 
niflers ;  this  is  the  corruption,  this  is  the  will  that  has  pervaded  it 
frooi  firft  toiaft ;  but  before  Ireland  be  required  to  furrender  hev 
independence,  let  at  lead  a  trial  be  made  of  what  can  be  done  by  an 
honeft  Irifh  Parliament ;  by  a  Parliament  uninfluenced  by  a  Bri<r 
tifh  MiniAer,  by  a  Parliament  having  the  intereft  and  the  happinefs 
of  Ireland  for  its  objedt ;  and  looking  to  Icilh  profperity  and  Irilh 
gratitude  for  its  reward.  Let  it  not  be  a  Parliament  looking  to  St. 
James's  only,  hut  one  that  (hall  have  the  advantage  of  the  country 
conftantly  in  view.  Let  this  experinr)ent  at  leaft  be  tried  before  the 
annihilation  of  the  Iriih  Parliament  be  propofed.  I  am  certain  that 
nothing  can  be  done  in  this  way  which  would  not  tend  to  firengthcn 
the  bonds  that  unite  the  two  countries :  and  I  deny  that  we  arc 
driven  to  the  alternatives  dated  by  the  right  honovrable  gentleman. 
In  the  pofition  in  which  the  two  countries  are  now  imprudently 
placed,  if  there  were  a  difpofuion  to  feparation,  that  difpoiition  muft 
be  greatly  increafed.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  holds  out 
that  Ireland  is  hclpleis  and  dependent :  he  threatens  the  country 
with  a  meafure  it  detefts,  and  drives  the  people  to  take  every  pre-* 
caution  againft  the  corruption  and  the  intimidation  with  which  he 
menaces  them.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  difplayed 
much  eloquence  in  defcribtng  the  political  defedls  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  IrelanH,  but  he  will  not  fucccod  in  purfuading  the  pe^le 
that  all  the  advantages  he  promifes  them  from  a  Union  cannot  be 
as  fully  enjoyed  under  a  Parliament  in  their  own  country.  It  feemi 
to  be  a  favourite  ipaxim  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and 
his  friends,  that  it  is  not  poflible  there  can  be  a  good  Government 
in  Ireland.  The  abfurdity  of  this  alTcrtion  is  too  obvious  ro  require 
any  refutation.  On  a  former  occafion  I  ohferved  that  the  chara6)er 
and  habits  of  the  people  of  Ireland  were  fuch  as  would  render  the 
removal  of  their  Lcgiflature  fatal  tp  their  induflry  and  ruinous  to 


686  PARLIAMENTARY  -     FCommoks* 


the  nation.  Indeed  it  is  mj  confirmed  opinion  that  if  ever  there 
.  was  a  country  in  which  a  tangible^  vifible,  and  refident  Govern* 
ment  was  neceflary,  that  country  is  Ireland.  The  right  honburable 
gentleman  has  told  us,  that  Ireland  will  obtain  great  commercial 
advantages  in  confequence  of  a  Union — Why  not  give  Ireland 
thcfe  advantages  without  a  Union  ?  He  has  told  us  that  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  Catholics  and  the  DiflTenters  will  be  improved  ;  but  he 
has  not  faid  why  thefe  ameliorations  muft  not.  take  place  without  a 
Union.  If,  indeed,  Ireland  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  conquered 
country,  then  there  is  an  end  to  all  arguments  of  this  kind.  If 
gentlemen  proceed  upon  this  principle,  they  fhould  come  boldly 
forward  and  ftate  it. 

I  have  already  faid  To  much  on  this  fubje£l  that  it  is  not  nccef* 
fary  for  me  now  to  detain  the  Houfe  by  any  farther  aigumcnt' 
flgainft  the  proje£t  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  but  I  can- 
not help  noticing  a  very  Angular  anfwer  which  was  given  to  one  of 
the  mo(l  important  obje£)ions  againil  a  Union.  It  is  generally 
admitted  that  the  diftrefs  and  poverty  of  the  lower  orders  in  Ire- 
land is  in  a  great  mcafure  owing  to  the  number  of  abfentees.  This 
evil,  it  was  obferved,  would  be  '  increafed  by  a  Union.  A  noble 
Lord  has,  however,  aflferted  that  a  Union  would  not  increafe  the 
number  of  abfentees,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  make  them 
reflde  more  on  their  eftates  than  they  now  do.  He  contends  that 
the  importance  of  a  feat  in  the  Imperial  Legiflature  will  make  the 
Irifli  landlords^anxious  to  cultivate  the  afFedlions'of  their  tenants. 
This,  inf^ead  of  conciliating,  feems  father  calculated  to  infulc  the 
feelings  of  the  people.  They  were  to  be  told  when  the  abfentee 
came  to  canvas,  that  he  was  not  now  .foliciting  a  feat  in  the  puny 
and  miferable  Houfe  of  Commons  of  their  own  country,  but- in  the 
Imperial  Legiflature :  this  is,  however,  a  very  lingular  argument, 
fince  the  obje(9  of  it  is  to  prove,  that  men  become  kinder  landlords 
in  proportion  as  their  Legiflative  duty  places  them  af  a  greater  diC- 
tancc  from  their  tenants';  that  they  will  be  better  neighbours,  in 
confequence  of  only  vifiting  their  ef^ates  once  ^in  twelve  months,- 
and  that  they  will  all  at  once  become  humane,  generous  and  bene- 
volent, from  the  worft  of  motives.  It  is  furely  no  great  compli- 
ment to  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland,  to  ftate  that  they  ate  only  likely 
to  do  good  from  motives  fuch  as  thefe.  The  noble  Lord  rouft 
certainly  have  a  very  high  idea  of  the  impreflion  that  will  be  made 
upon  the  Irilh  Members  when  they  enter  this  Imperial  Houfe* 
He,  perhaps,  pi^urcs  to  himfeif,  the  hundred  Irifli  Knights  ftruck 
dumb  with  aftoniftimeht  and  awe  :  he,  doubtlefs,  imagines  rfiat 
t  Hv  vvill  all  poflefsthe  kind  of  difiidence  which  ufcd  to .  diftinguilk 
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former  Speakers  of  this  Houfe,  who  were  always  forced  into  the 
chairi  until  you,  Sir,  fet  another  example.  The  noble  Lord  poffi* 
bly  experts  that  it  will  be  neceflary  to  order  the  Serjeant  at  Arms 
to  force  the  Irifti  Members  into  the  Imperial  Houfe,  and  that  they 
will  be  confounded,  that  they  will  zQuMy  crawl  io  upon  all  fours ; 
and  all  thifi  the  noble  Lord  tells,  us  will  make  them  kinder  landlords 
and  better  neighbours.  This  fort  of  argument  is  not  very  well 
calculated  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  Irifli ;  it  would  rather 
irritate  and  provoke  diem  ;  but  it  is  needlefs  to  dwell  longer  on 
this,  the  Irifb  aVe  not  fo  dull  and  (lupid  a  race  as  not  to  fee  its  ten- 
dency, although  it  were  not  pointed  oijt  to  them.  I  (hall  therefore 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  no  longer,  but  proceed  to  make  the 
motion  of  which  I  have  given  notice.  I  believe  there  are  few  that 
will  not  agree  to  the  firft  part  of  the  refolution.  It  contains  a 
truifm,  which,  if  the  righ(  honourable  gentleman  had  not  already 
declared  he  would  oppofe,  I  (hould  not  have  expefled  to  have  been 
obje£ted  to  by  any  one,  whether  their  fentiments  be  for  or  againft 
the  meafure.  The  right  honourable,  gentleman  has  obferved  that 
the  refolution  was  unneceflary  ;  I  truft  the  Houfe  will  be  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  cannot  but 
know,  that  it  has  always  been  the  -pradlice  of  Parliament,  when 
they  expedled  any  infradlion  of  the  ConQitution,  to  mark  by  a 
folemn  refolution  their  difapprobation  of  the  attempt,  following  up 
the  refolution  with  a  pledge,  that  if  the  attempt  flioutd  be  perfifted 
in,  punifhment  would  be  infii£ied  on  thofe  who  fhould  be  found 
guilty. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  moved  the  following  refolution: — 

*'  That  no  meafures  can  have  a  tendency  to  improve  amd  perpe- 
tuate the  ties  of  amity  and  connexion  now  exifting  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  which  have  not  for  their  bafis  the  manifeft, 
fair,  and  free  confent  of  the  two  countries. 

<'  That  whoever  (hall  endeavour  to  obtain  the  appearance  of 
fuch  confent  and  approbation  in  either  country,  by  employing  the 
influence  of  Government,  for  the  purpofes  of  corruption  and  inti- 
midation, is  an  enemy  to  His  Majefty  and  the  Con^itution." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  : — Sir,  I  was  for  fome  time  in 
doubt  whether  it  was  neceflary  to  fay  any  thing  in  reply  to  what 
has  fallen  from  thq  honourable  gentleman.  His  only  difcuiTion 
has  been  upon  general  principles,  and  they  are  not  now  before  the 
Houfe.  They  have  already  been  amply  debated,  and  the  Houfe 
iias  decided  upon  them.  If  therefore  they  were  now  before  us,  I 
ihoUld  not  deem  it  neceflary  to  fay  any  thing  to  confirm  the  Houfe 
in  an  opinion  they  have  already  expreflfed|  and  which  (lands  re*. 
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€Oicded.  Although  1  (hall  not  reply  to  his  general  topics^  yet  I 
(hall  fay  a  very  few  words  to  his  particular  motion ;  it  ftands  di- 
vided into  two  parts  :  the  firft  is,  that  no  meafuie  of  Union  (hould 
be  purfued  without  the  tally  free^  and  unbiaffcd  confcnt  of  the  Par- 
liament of  both  countries,  l^hts.  Sir,  as  the  honourable  geDtleman 
has  himfelf  dated,  is  a  truifm.  It  was  not  ever  attaoked,  it  can- 
not be  controverted,  and  muft  immediately  be  aflfented  to  as  foon 
•as  Gated.  But  that  argument  which  the  honourable  gentleman  hat 
adduced  as  decifive  in  favour  of  his  motion, 'is  a  decifive  argument 
againft  it.  If  a  thing  be  true,  there  requires  no  declaration  to  give 
it  ^iFed^,  and  all  fuch  attempts,  are  ufelefs  and  nugatory  ;  but  more 
particularly  ought  it  to  be  an  argument  againil  it,  when  adual  truth 
includes  pradlioal  falieheod  :  upon  this  point  it  is  not  neceflaiy 
that  I  fhould  fay  more.  The  fecond  part  of  the  mdtion  ftatcs, 
'that  whoever  (hould,  by  corruption  or  intimidation,  attempt  to 
carry  the  qiidlion,  is  an  enemy  to  his  country.  This  unquedion- 
ably  has  a  reirrence  to  -what  has  pafTed  upon  former  details :  it 
^s  the  length  to  infinuate  that  fuch  conduA  has  been  purfued : 
it  undoubtedly  alludes  to  the  cafe  of  a  high  officer  in  the  fifter  king- 
dom, v^ho  has  ^quitted  his  fituation  on  account  of  his  difagreemcnt 
with  hi»  colleagues  in  an  important  fundamental  meafure  of  Govern^ 
mcnt.  If  many  gentlemen  arc  conneAed  together  with  the  ho- 
nourable fair  intention  of  adiing  for  the  fervicc  of  their  country,  it 
is  heceflary,  in  order  to  prefcrve  a  unity  of  action,  that  they  fhould 
agree  in  their  fydem  ;  and  it  b  an  error  to  fuppfc  that  either  the 
refignmcnt,  or  even  the  difmiflfal,  of  any  one,  is  a  fymptom  of  corrup- 
tion. The  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  well  knows  the  neceflfity  of 
•fuch  a  conned^ion  and  fimilttude  of  fentiments,  that  there  might  be  a 
'harmony  of  condud  among  the  feveral  Members  of  Adminiflra- 
•  tion.  The  honourable  gentleman  will  not  deny  it  in  any  place  bat 
this  Houfe ;  at  any  other  place  he  will  not  maintain  it  with  a  gra- 
vity of  face,  though  he  doc^  it  here.  If  upon  any  occafion  there 
chanced  to  cxift  any  difference  of  opinion  among  the  Members  of 
the  Government,  it  lias  always  been  fcized  upon  with  avidity,  and 
quoted  as  a  mark  of  theinfincerity  of  Admi nitration.  1  have 
•heard  it  i^ated  from  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  lide,  that  permitting, 
a  Lord  Lieutenant  to  difmifs  all  the  fcrvants  of  the  Crown  at  his 
will,  was  fettering  his  hands  in  an  unpreoedeoted  manner,  and  de- 
priving him  of  his  legal  and  conftitutiona)  authority.  It  is  impof- 
ftblc,  therefore,  for  the  honourable  gentleman  u>  affert  that  doSrine, 
-unlefs  he  means  to  apply  it  to  the  particular  infVances  to  which  1 
have  alluded  ;  and  if  he  does  not  mean  to  apply  it  to  thofe  inftanec$» 
it  is  then  open  to  the  objediions  whidi  applied  againft  the  firfl  part 
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of  his  mocton.  The  Inftance  which  honourable  gentlemen  haVe 
particularly  fixed  their  attention  upon,  is  not  one  of  any  extraor- 
dinary nature ;  it  refuits  jfrom  the  ncceffary  confequences  of  an 
e(labli(hed  fyftem  ;  it  grows  out  of  the  very  nature  of  all  Govem- 
inents,  where  there  exifts  the  neceffuy  of  all  the  Members  ailing 
together.  The  honourable  gentleman  fteps  forth  as  the  defender  of 
the  independence  of  the  Iri(h  Parliament,  and  reprehends  me,  as 
having  fpoken  in  terms  of  difrefpeA  of  that  body.  He  thinks  it 
neceflary  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  to  ftep  in  and 
vindicate  them ;  but  upon  the  grounds  which  I  have  ftated,  as 
applying  fpecifically  to  his  motion,  I  (hall  move  the  order  of 
the  day.  , 

Mr.  GREY  could  not  fee  why  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
Ihould  cavil  fo  long  upon  the  word  truifm,  upon  which,  he  aflertedf 
that  his  honourable  friend  had  grounded  his  refolutions.  It  was  a 
truifm,  if  he  pleafed  fo  to  call  it,  but  it  was  one  which  contained  a 
propofition  that  was  truly  flated,  and  which  he  Mi  to  be  a  fufficient 
ground  for  his  aflenting  to  the  fifft  part  of  the  refolutions,  if  not  alfo 
to  the  fecond.  The  right  ^honourable  gentleman  (ays,  they  are  di- 
vided into  two  parts,  and  they  are  fo— >the  one  fays,  that  no  meafurc 
of  force  or  intimidation  (hould  Mt  ufed  to  bring  about  that  which 
ihould  be  the'refult  only  of  a  fair  and  free  confent  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  the  two  countries  ;  this  might  appear  a  trulfm  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  but  it  contained  fufiicient  motives  to  induce 
him  to  vote  for  it.  He  could  fee  nothing  but  danger  in  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  the  queftion,  particularly  as  it  would  afFe£t  the  public  mind 
in  Ireland.  The  Houfe^  in  his  humble  opinion,  (hould  have  re- 
filled it  in  the  firft  flage  ;  but  above  all  they  (hould  not  now  leave  it 
in  the  power  of  Miniftcrs  to  bring  forward  the  meafure  whenever 
they  pleafed,  andythus  hold  out  a  profpcd  to  Ireland  that  muft  keep 
that  country  in  continual  alarm,  and  in  perpetual  dread,  that  force^ 
intimidation,  or  corruption,  may  continue  to  attempt  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  meafure  whidh  her  Parliament  has  already  decided  againft. 
Such  mu(l  be  the  opinion  created  in  the  public  mind  of  Ireland, 
not  merely  by  the  moving  of  fuch  a  meafure,  but  the  avowed  refo- 
lution  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  perfevere  in  it.  It 
was  therefore  in  oilier  to  do  away  that  opinion,  and  to  relieve  Ire- 
land from  thefe  vexing  apprehenfions,  and  to  let  the  Iri(h  Parlia- 
ment know  that  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  would  entertain  no 
idea  of  countenancing  any  meafure  that  did  not  meet  their  fsur  and 
free  confent  and  approbation. 

Intimidation  and  corruption  were  at  all  times  a  crime  \  and,  if 
he  had  grounds  to  fuppofe  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
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guilty  of  it  in  the  prefent  bufinefs  (he  confeflfed,  however*  he  had 
none),  he  moft  certainly  would  impeach  him.  But,  though  he  had 
no  proof  that  could  authorize  htm  to  infticutc  fuch  a  charge,  he 
could  not,  however,  help  faying,  that  his  condud  during  the  prefent 
tranfadiion  rendered  him  Very  liable  to  that  fufpicion.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  fpeaks  of  the  difference  of  opinion  which  may 
arife  on  certain  occafions  between  the  Members  of  the  Executive 
Government,  on  fundamental  points  of  policy,  which,  if  permitted 
to  be  per(i(^ed  in,  mud  arreft  the  progrefs  of  public  bufinefs :  but, 
undoubtedly,  though  that  may  be  true  as  to  the  general  concurrence 
of  the  Members  of  Adminidration  on  the  general  policy  of  public  mea- 
fures,  yet  it  was  a  principle  which  by  no  means  went  to  juftify  mak* 
ing  the  vote  of  a  Member  of  Parliament  on  a  particular  queAion, 
a  fufficient  reafon  for  his  difmiflal  from  office,  wKile  he  agrees,  per- 
haps, with  his  colleagues  on  all  pther  points  ;  that  furety  was  not 
withiif  the  rule  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fecmcd  to 
prefcribe  to  himfelf.  The  cafe,  adduced  fo  triumphantly  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman^  was  vcr}*  different  from  that  now  in 
difpute.  The  Lord  Lieutenant,  whom  he  had  alluded  to,  was  to 
carry  a  fyflem  of  Government  wholly  different  from  that  which  was 
purfued  before  his  entrance  into  office— that  Lord  Lieutenant  was 
inftrudied  to  carry  certain  meafures,  to  which  he  knew  that  mod  of 
the  Members  of  the  then  exifting  Adminidration  in  Ireland,  were 
decidedly  hoftile — if  therefore  he  made  fuch  arrangements  as  were 
necelTary  for  the  accempliffiment  of  that  general  plan,  he  was  juffi- 
fied  in  doing  fo,  and  his  condu(^  on  fuch  an  occafion  would  be 
widely  different  from  that  now  purfued  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, who,  according  to  his  own  principle,  might  be  juftified  in 
removing  a  perfon  high  in  office,  who  diffi:red  from  his  colleagues 
on  fome  fundamental  point,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  Ireland  ;  for  (hould  it  fairly  authorize  him  to  remove 
the  Prime  Serjeant,*  who  adminiftered  an  office  that  fhould  Aand 
aloof  from  the  influence  of  Government,  as  all  law  offices  (hould 
do,  merely  bccaufc  he  would  not  vote  as  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman wifhed  on  the  queltion  of  the  Union  ?  this  furely  was  mak- 
ing Parliament  the  inf^rument  of  corruption.  But  the  right  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  has  faid,  that  the  difmiflals  complained  of,  arofe 
folely  from  the  fair,  fincere  and  honourable  intentions  of  Govern- 
ment, who  for  the  fecurity  of  the  public  good  could  not  continue  to 
a6t  with  thofe  who  diffi^red  from  them  on  great  and  eflential  points 
of  policy  :  was  this  the  uniform  and  unvaried  opinion  which  ruled 
the  public  condudt  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman  ?  If  (b,  he 
would  beg  leave  to  a(k,  if  there  was  not  a  time  when  a  que(iioo  as 
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important  as  the  Union  with  Ireland,  and  as  eflential  in  the  then 
opinion  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  to  the  interefts  and  well 
being  of  good  Government,  (he  me^nt  Parliamentary  Reform)  which 
that  right  honourable  gentleman  had  brought  forward,  and 
which  he  pledged  to  exert  all  his  influence  as  a  Minider  and  Man, 
ultimately  to  bring  into  effed  ?  As  a  man  indeed  he  has  done  much 
for  that  meafure  ;  for  he  once  fupported  it  with  an  eloquence  which 
no  man  could  equal ;  but  as  a  Minifter,  it  is  well  known  how  be  has 
fince  a£ted  with  refpe£t  to  the  fame  meafure  ?  Where  then  are 
his  fair,  fincere  and  honourable  intentions  ?  has  he  fince  manifefted 
them  in  the  removal  of  thofe  who  oppofed  that  meafure  ;  or  ano- 
ther meafure,  the  (lave  trade,  to  the  abolition  of  which  he  had  fo 
warmly  profefTed  himfelf  to  be  a  determined  friend  P  by  no  means  ; 
they  Aill  continue  in  ofiice,  and  may  be  reckoned  among  his  moft 
confidential  friends— in  vain  did  he  exert  all  his  eloquence  to  pcr- 
fuade  them — they  refolutely  determined  to  differ  from  him  on  what' 
he  then  afferted  to  be  a  fundamental  point  of  policy — where  then 
was  the  proof  of  that  lincerity  which  now  prompts  him  to  difmifs 
thofe  who  will  not  agree  with  him  on  the  prefent  meafure  ?  Does 
not  this  fufSce  to  (hew  that  he  cannot  juftify  his  former  condud  by 
his  prefent  affertions,  and  that  all  mull  now  agre^  with  him  on  all 
occafions,  or  forfeit  their  places  and  his  favour,  while  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  attempts  to  %le  the  difcuffion  of  the  prefent 
great  queftion,  a  free,  fair,  and  unbiafTed  difcuffion  ? 

Mr.  JONES  faid  he  had  rather  have  been  advifed  liy  the  abili- 
ties of  others,  than  evinced  his  own  want  of  them  ;  but  he  felt 
himfelf  called  upon  to  do  his  duty.  The  queftion  at  prefent,  as  ir 
(truck  him,  and  which  called  fo  loud  for  the  interference  of  the 
Houfe,  was,  whether  or  no  three- fourths  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
were  to  be  cut  out  from  the  fair  and  equal  benefits  of  the  Condi- 
tution  ? 

Here  Mr.  SPEAKER  called  the  honourable  gentleman  to  order. 
He  told  him  he  was  not  fpeaking  to  the  queftion,  but  that  in  a  fu- 
ture flage  he  would  have  an  opportunity  of  expreffing  himfelf  on  the 
general  view  of  the  fubje(5l. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe  to  explain.  He  faid,  the -Houfe  now 
knew  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  were  advcrfe  to  the  meafure  ; 
but  that  the  difficulty  arifing  from  that  circumftance  was  not  his 
whole  inducement  to  oppofing  the  meafure.  He  faid,  if  that  had 
not  been  the  cafe,  his  fentiments  of  it  would  have  been  the  fame. 
He  had  flated,  that  Ireland  was  in  that  fituation,  that  it  was  inca- 
pable of  giving  its  confcnt.  Heconfidered  the  majority  of  five  on 
^nc  fide,  or  of  five  on  the  other,  as  of  no  importance  to  the  quedioo 
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His  argument  bad  taken  a  different  ground.     He  had  contended, 
that  Ireland,  with  40,000  men  in  the  heart  of  her  empire,  relying 
upon  this  country  for  commercial  advantages,  and  thofe  threatened 
to  be  withdrawn,  was  not  in  a  (ituation  to  give  her  free  cbnfent  to  m 
meafure  of  this  kind.     The  Parliament  of  Irtland  had  fiieWn  their 
diflent  to  the  fyftem  of  an  Union,  and  the   people  had  manifeiicd 
their  indignation  at  ir,  in  a  manner  which,  from  his  knowledge  of 
their  difjpolitions,  he  had  been  led  toexpedt ;  yet  this  had  not,  in  the 
flighted  degree,  altered  the  principle  on  which  he  fet  out,  oamelyy 
that  under  the  f  refent  (ituation  of  aflairs,  the  full  and  free  concur- 
rence of  the  Iri(h  Parliament  could  not  be  obtained.     The  refolu* 
tions  came  to  diis,  they  ftated  a  meafure  as  neceflary  to  the.  ex* 
iftencc  of  jLhe  connection  between  the  two  countries ;  be  had,  there- 
fore, a  right  to  conclude  he  was   fincere  in  his  pledge,  that  ho 
would  exert  his  power,  when  a  proper  opportunity  prefented  itfelf,  of 
carr}'ing  that  meafure  into  cSc&,     His  motion  had  been  ftated  to 
be  a  truifm.     Admitted  :  but  was  that  to  be  coofidered  an  objed  i 
Would  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (ay,  that  it  was  not  true  that 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland  could  not  give  a  free  and  fair  confent, 
when  he  held  out,  that  thofe  who  voted  again(t  the  meafure  would 
be  turned  out  of  their  places  ?    Did  the  right  honouiable  gentleman 
not  know  there  were  one  hundred  an^  fifteen  placemen  in  the  Irilh 
Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  that  having  made  two  great  examples, 
by  difmi(nng  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Prime  Ser- 
jeant, the  others  would  be  fure  to  remain  (launch  arul  true  out  of 
fear  ?     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  it  was  incum- 
bent on  the  Houfe  to  adopt  the  meafure.     He  denied  it ;  it  was 
falfe :  on  the  contrary,  the  Houfe  ought  to  trace  out  thofe  who  bad 
advifed  His  Majefly  to  it,  and  bring  them  to  condign  puniihment 
Let  the  people  of  Ireland,  if  a  Union  was  de(irable,  know  on 
what  principle  it  was  to  be  carried— -not  deceived  by  falfe  appear- 
ances, not  dazzled  by  the  fplendor  of  the  Imperial  Parliament.    Let 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  prefent  itfelf  to  the  people  of  Ireland 
in  their  beA  and  proudcft  attitude,  and   convince  them  they  were 
above  carrying  ^the  meafure  of  a  Union  by  corruption  and  intimi- 
dation.    Thefe  would  be. the  beft  fteps  to  conciliate  the  people  o? 
Ireland — he  cxpreflTcd  himfelf  plcafcd  that  his  honourable  friend 
intended  to  vote  with  him.     He  (hould  certainly  divide  the  Houfe. 
He.  faid,  he  (hould  have  thought  it  his  duty  to  have  fubmitted  his 
propofitions,  even  if  the  meafure  had  been  altogether  abandoned  \  for 
it  was  in  jlie  power  of  the  British  Houfe  of  Commons  to  put  th« 
queftion  in  a  very  difftrent  (ituation.     When  the  Houfe  had  given 
the  Miniftcr  the  power  of  car/'ying  the  meafure,  they  might  behold. 
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the  next  tiflie  they  flnet>  that  the  objc^ion  of  At  majority  ag^unft  h 
in  the  Iri(h  Houfe  of  GomiDona  was  obviated  by  his  means  of  in- 
tinudation  and  corruption :  he  might  be  enabled,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
£>rtnighty  to  tell  the  Houfe  he  had  a  msyority  of  five  or  fix  in  thf 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland.  He  added,  that  if  fnch  a  meafuni 
aa  this  was  carried  by  threats,  this  country  would  have  ampk 
caufe  to  repent  it.  It  would  give  a  perpetual  pretence  to  rebel* 
lion ;  and  he  therefore  deprecated  the  idea  of  a  Union  on  fueh 
terms. 

Mr.  GREY  and  Mr.  JONES  faid  each  a  few  words  in  expla- 
nation ;  after  which  the  Houfe  divided  on  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitc^ . 
motion — For  the  previpus  queftion,  141  ;  Againft  it,  25.    • 

Strangers  were  then  excluded  the  gallery ;  and  on  their  le- 
admi(fioo. 

The  honourable  ST.  A.  ST.  JOHN  was  fpcaking  againft  the 
queftion  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair.  He  ob&rved,  that  it 
had  been  admitted,  he  believed  pretty  generally,  diat  the  profpertty 
of  Ireland  had  increafed  in  the  courfe  of  late  years;  that  was  to 
fay,  fince  the  declaration  of  the  independence  of  the  Irifli  Parlia^^ 
ment ;  and  therefore  it  was  fair  for  him  to  prefume  that  fomcdding 
more  ought  to  be  adduced  in  fupport  of  the  meafure  of  a  Uniooy 
than  merely  to  alledge  the  necdBTity  of  it,  or  to  (ay  that  it  will  con- 
duce >tp  the  farther  profperity  of  that  country. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  came  forward  with  his  rv^ 
folutions  upon  this  fubjeA,  dated  on  a  formeroccafion>  that  hcither 
this  nor  the  other  country  could  be  placed  in  fuch  a  condition,  as  the 
prefent  crifis  of  affairs  demanded,  with  the  Union  of  both*  That 
made  it  necefiary  to  confidcr  how  far  Legiilative  Union  would  bring 
to  the  common  fervice  of  the  empire  a  greater  degree  of  force  than  it 
now  pofifeiTes ;  many  comparifons  were  made  between  the  probable 
cflFed  of  this,  and  the  certain  effed  of  another  Union— -he  meant  the 
Union  with  Scotland ;  it  was  fiated,  that  Union  had  produced  mu^^ 
tual  firength — this  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  a  conclufive  reafon  } 
for  it  did  not  appear,  nor  had  any  body  attempted  to  (hew,  that  Soot- 
land  might  not  have  improved  if  the  Union  had  not  taken  places 
and  fuppofe  a  Legiflative  Union  between  this  Country  and  Ireland 
had  taken  place,  and  the  (late  of  the  profperity  of  Ireland  had  been 
the  fame  as  it  is  at  this  moment,  it  would  then  be  juft  as  fair  to  fay» 
that  fuch  fiate  of  profperity  was  owing  to  the  Union,  as  now  to  fay^ 
the  Union  produced  all  the  profperity  now  felt  in  Scotland,  or  to  fay, 
that  the  Union  now  propofed  will  have  that  efiedl.  But  he  was 
not  called  upon  to  difcufs  this  point ;  the  view  which  he  wi(hed  (o 
take  of  the  qucftion  was.  fimply  this :  Whether,  in  the  prefent 
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iituation  of  affiiirs,  the  Houfc  of  Commons  in  Ireland  having  de- 
clared its  fenfe  againft  confidering  the  meafure  at  all,  any  good  could 
rcfult  from  the  agitation  of  it  iat  this  moment  in  the  Parliament  of 
England  ?     Whether,  fuppoiing  that  the  Union  was,   in  itfelf,  of 
the  greateft  of  all  poffible  advantages  to  Ireland,  it  could  produce 
any  good  to  agitate  the  queftion  now  ?     In  his  opinion,  as  the  Iri(h 
H9ufe  of  Commons  had  expreffed  an  opinion  unfavourable  to  the 
meafurci  it  was  unwife  to  enter  at  this  time  upon  the  difcuffion  in 
this  country.     He  was  of  opinion  it  would  irritate  the  Houfe  c€ 
Commons  of  Ireland,  for  it  was  not  likely  to  have  any  other  effeft 
upon  that  Houfe  than  that  of  irritating  them,  to  find,  that  although 
they  had  exprefsly  decided  againd  it^  yet  the  Parliament  of  this 
country  were  proceeding  without  any  regard  to  their  determination, 
or  as  if  no  fuch  determination  had  taken  place.     This  might  in- 
duce them  to  adopt  fome  meafure  to  tnanifeft  thefr  refentment  at 
fuch  a  condud  as  this.  Was  it  not  therefore  a  matter  to  be  wifhed, 
that  a  meafure,  which,  inftead  of  uniting,  tended  to  difunite  the  two 
countries,  (hould  be  avoided  ?     Was  it  not  better  to  let  the  whole 
queftion  reft  for  the  prefent  calmly,  and  the  parties  left  to  cool  upon 
the  fubjedt,  and  brought  forward  hereafter,  if  it  (hould  appear  to  be 
neceflary,  at  a  feafon  adapted  for  that  purpofc  ? 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  grounds  why  he 
wi{hed  the  Houfe  to  adopt  this  meafure.  He  ftated  fever al  grounds. 
He  took  up  the  ground  of  obje<5lions  to  the  meafure,  and  proceeded 
to  anfwcr  thofe  objedlions.  The  fii-ft  was,  to  the  competency  of  the 
Iri(h  Parliament ;  the  fecond  was,  the  fuppofed  attack  which  this 
meafure  made  upon  the  honour  of  that  Parliament ;  the  third  was,  to 
the  efFe6t  it  wa3  alledged  to  be  likely  to  produce  on  that  country  with 
reg?»rd  to  abfentees.  Of  the  fiift  it  was  needlefs  for  him  to  fay  any 
thing  now  in*anfwer  to  the  obfervations  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman :  he  had  maintained  the  competency  of  the  Irifti  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  they  had'  decided  againft  it.  The  fecond  was 
purely  a  queftiori  of  feeling,  and,  as  fuch,  more  likely  to  irritate  the 
people  of  Ireland  than  any  other  queftion  at  the  prcfcnf  moment ; 
and  as  the  Houfe  of  Commons  there  had  decided  againft  it,  the 
difcuffion  of  it  here  was  peculiarly  improper,  for,  in  their  prefent 
ftate  of  mind,  it  was  likely  to  drive  them  to  take  fomc  ftep  that 
might  be  hoftile  to  reconciliation.  This  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  point 
to  be  much  attended  to  in  thfc  prefent  critical  condition  of  the  whole 
empire.  We  were  told  there  was  no  Statefman  in  Europe,  nor  any 
Minidcr  among  our  Allies,  who  would  not  regard  this  Union  as  a 
proof  of  the  confolidation  of  the  ftrcngth  of  the  Britlfti  empire  ;  and 
we  were  told  that  the  Allies  of  the  French  Republic  Would  alfo  feel 
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die  force  of  this  Union.  Granting  thofe  aqguments  to  be  found  iit 
the  view  of  a  Unioni  what  would  they  lead  to,  if  the  meafure  was 
attempted^  but  failed  in  the  progrefs  of  it  ?  When  it  appeared  that 
one  branch  of  the  Parliament  of  one  of  the  two  countries  had  ex- 
prefsly  and  diAindly  n^tived  even  the  conliderationof  it,  he  would 
aik  what.conclufion  was  likely  to  be  drawn,  as  well  by  our  own 
Allies  as  by  the  Allies  of  the  French  Republic  ?— Nothing,  furely, 
but  that  the  attempt  had  weakened,  inftead  of  ftren^hening  the 
Britij^  empire. 

But  it  was  faid  that  the  bad  Aate  of  Ireland  required  th!s  mea- 
fure, as  a  remedy  to  its  evils.  He  admitted,  that,  indeed,  there 
were  evils  exifting  in  Ireland,  but  he  was  not  yet  convinced  that  fome 
other  remedy  might  not  be  devifed  for  thofe  evils.  He  had  heard 
there  were  religious  and  other  teuds  in  Ireland  ^  but  before  this 
meafure  was  carried,  it  was  neceflary,  in  his  opinion,  to  (hew  that 
there  was  no  other  remedy  for  the  evil.  It  had  been  ftated,  that 
the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland,  poffibly  if.  the  Union  took  place^. 
might  have  fome  liberties  which  they  do  not  at  prefent  enjoy.  It 
was  therefore  cautioufly  thrown  out,  and  accompanied  by  fome  hints, 
that  it  is  to  be  a  thing  that  may  at  fome  diftance  of  time  happen ;  it 
was  dated  rather  as  a  thing  in  profped,  than  a  thing  now  to  be 
adopted.  This  was  only  exafperating  the  Irifh  Catholics  ;  for  by 
telling  them  that  a  favour  may  or  may  not  be  granted  to  them  in  tht 
event  of  Union,  they  would  regard  it  rather  as  a  lure  to  induce 
them  to  aflent  to  ihc  Union,  than  as  any  ferious  intention  to  ro-  p 
liev:  them,  and  therefore  they  were  likely  the  more  to  oppofe  the 
meafure  on  account  of  that  fort  of  half  promife  of  relief. 

Much  had  been  faid  with  regard  to  the  danger  of  inhovatbn. 
When  Parliamentary  Reform  had  been  talked  of,  its  opponents  had 
always  difcovered  that  the  time  was  improper  for  it.  If  any  time 
was  ever  improper  for  fuch  a  meafure,  the  prefent  time  was  highly 
improper  for  the  prefent  meafure.  Belides,  if  this  plan  of  altering 
the  reprefentation  of  the  people  was  to  take  place  in  Ifeland,  upon 
what  principle  was  it  to  be  contended  that  a  Reform  was  not  appli* 
cable  to  the  Parliament  of  England  ?  It  was  impoffible  to  fay  that 
the  one  mud  be  reformed,  and  the  other  muft  not  be  reformed,  with 
any  degree  of  confiftency.  The  argument,  in  point  of  feafon,  -was 
equally  applicable  to  both,  whatever  might  be  the  comparative  merits 
of  the  reprefentation  of  the  two  countries.  If  it  was  faid  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  were  not  duly  reprefented,  he  was  ready  to  aflent 
to  that  aflertion.  ,  He  was  ready  to  fay^  that  inftead  of  the  people 
being  duly  reprefented  there,  only  the  corrupt  wifhes  of  a  party  were 
reprefented  there  ;  but  the  argument  upon  the  queftion  of  time  was 
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now  flvoHger  than  it  ever  was.  He  therefore  called  on  all  thofe 
iriio  had  vAwm  found  the  time  improper  for  innovation,  now  to 
oppofe  thii  meafure ;  for  if  any  time  was  improper,  this  was  cer* 
Hinlj  fo ;  and  fome  gentlemen  had  held  the  danger  of  innovation 
to  be  fo  great,  that  it  were  better  for  all  the  corruptions  of  a  State 
to  be  allowed  to  remain,  than  that  they  f^oiild  be  made  fubjeA  to 
any  plan  of  general  Reform,  and  on  that  account  had  always  re- 
garded thofe  who  called  for  Reform  as  little  better  than  abettors  of 
our  enemies.  All  fuch  perfons  ought  'mpft  ftrenuoufly  to  Oppofe 
the  meafure  now  before  them  ;  for,  indeed,  it  was  a  cbiigpxDUS 
meaftiie,  if  any  innovation  could  be  deemed  fo,  and  might  poffibljr 
pieduce,  inftead  of  preventing,  rebellion  in  that  country.  He  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  beftowing  praife  upon  the  Hoofe  of  Commons  of 
Ireland,  but  he  would  fay  what  he  thought  of  them :  he  was  of 
opinion  that  that  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  the  fteps  they  had  latdf 
takoti  upon  this  meafure,  had  (hewn  themfelves  much  more  worthjr 
of  being  called  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  of  Ireland,  than 
bt  thought  they  were.  They  had  fpbken  their  fentiments  boldly, 
and  had  plainly  (hewn  that  they  are  not  to  be  dtdated  to  by  Go- 
vernment. That,  in  point  of  principle,  was  in  itfelf  good,  be  the 
determination  upon  the  meafure  wife  or  otherwife.  Having  (aid 
this,  he  would  frankly  own  that  the  quetlion  itfelf  was  doubtfol  to 
Mm  at  prefent.  His  opinion  upon  the  Union  was  not  yet  very  dif- 
iinBlf  fWmed  :  it  was  not  neceffary  for  the  prefent  purpofe  that  it 
flkiuld  be  diAtndly  formed  upon  ^hat  quefHon  ;  it  was  (uffident  for 
#ib  eal^  that  the  agitation  of  the  point  was,  at  this  time,  highly 
dangerous.  If  Ireland  had  agreed  to  the  difcuflion  of  the  fubje^i 
ho  fliould  Aen  have  been  called  upon  to  deliver  his  opinion  upon 
iIm  meaibre ;  but  here  they  had  negatived  even  the  idea  of  dif- 
euffion ;  and  that  being  the  'cafe,  he  forefaw  danger  in  per(ifting^ 
any  forfbet  now.  Upon  thefe  grounds  he  found  it  to  be  his  duty 
t^  eppofe  the  motion  th«t  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  GREY  ^id — iHaving  heard  what  was  (tated  by  my  ho- 
m)iirable  friends  in  the  courfe  of  their  arguments  on  this  and  a 
former  night,  upon  the  fubjedl  before  yoOi  without  having  heard 
any  anfwer.to  any  one  of  their  arguments,  I  confcfs  it  was  my  wi(h 
to  hear  fome  arguments  in  favour  of  this  proceeding,  rather  than 
deliver  any  of  my  own  againft  it ;  a  proceeding  in  itfelf,  as  well  as 
in  the  feafon  in  whieh  it  is  propofed,  the  moft  extraordinary  which 
smy  Briti(h  Parliament  was  ever  called  upon  to  inveftigate.  I  fay, 
I  (hould  have  wi(hed  rather  to  hear  fome  aiguments  in  favour  of 
the  meafure,  than  deliver  any  of  my  own  upon  it,  that  I  might, 
periiaps,  th^  better  be  able  to  form  a  judgement  upon  its  merits 
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than  I  at  present  profcfs  to  be.  We  are  now  called  upon,  under 
qircumftances  the  moft  extraordinary,  to  agitate  a  quel^ion  the  mod 
momentous  that  ever  came  before  any  Parliament,  either  in  point  o( 
confiitutional  right  or  public  policy.  I  fay  we  are  called  upon  to 
difcufs  a  bargain  which  we  have  not  the  power  to  conclude,  and  on 
the  merits  of  which,  one  of  the  parties,  whofe  confent  is  abfolutely 
necelTary  to  give  it  efFedl,  has  declared  diftin^ly  they  will  not  liflen 
to  the  very  preliminary  of  the  propofal ;  but  to  which,  upon  the 
inftant  they  objeA,  as  containing  a  principle  which  is  inconiifient 
with  their  moft  facred  rights,  at  variance  with  the  very  eflence  of 
that  fyftem  of  Government,  under  which,  they  fay,  they  have  al- 
ready thriven.  Dnder  fuch  circumftances,  I  was  in  hopes  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  have  fpared  a  debate,  which  in  its  beft 
cfFcSt  can  be  but  ufelefs ;  but  which  may  become  the  moft  cala- 
mitous by  inflaming  difcontents,  and  increaiing  jealoufies,  which 
have  already  produced  but  too  much  evil.  It  is  under  fuch  cir- 
cumdances  that  I  come  forward  to  join  my  voice  to  thofe  who  have 
already,  but  in  vain,  deprecated  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
unfeafonable  and  ill-advifed  determination  to  prefs  forward  a  mea- 
fure  which  the  very  firft  principle  of  all  policy,  namely,  the  tranquil* 
lity  of  a  great  part  of  the  empire,  (hould  have  induced  him  at  all 
events  to  have  fufpended  at  leaft.  I  am  the  more  entitled  to  fay 
this,  becaufe  that  right  honourable  gpntleman  himfelf  has  always 
(hewn  fuch  readinefs  to  queftion  the  conduct  of  others  upon  any 
meafure  that  had  any  tendency  to  oppofe  his  wifhes.  A  little,  re* 
flexion  upon  that  point  ought  to  have  induced  ^h^  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  abandon  this  meafure  for  the  prefent  at  leaft. 

We  have  a  (incere  defire  to  carry  into  efiedl  one  part  of  the 
meflfage  from  His  Majcfly— ~we  all  profefs,  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  fay,  to  be-  friendly  to  a  fyAem  that  tends  to  con- 
folidate  the  two  kingdoms  ;  and  I  will  add,  that  to  which,  I  fup« 
pofe,  he  has  no  objedlion,  to  any  thing  that  is  confident,  with  the  fe- 
curity  of  our  Conftitution — But  I  will  fay,  that  although  every  true 
Irifhman,  every  true  Engfifhman  muft  be  a  friend  to  any  fuch  mea- 
fure, and  mud  hope  that  it  will  be  adopted  ;  and  if  I  may,  without 
egotifm,  fay  fo,  I  will  add,  that  not  only  from  my  feelings  for'the 
Britifli  empire  at  large,  but  alfo  from  local  circumftances,  much  of 
my  happinefs  depends  upon  preferving  inviolate  a  cordiality  between, 
the  two  countries,  a  cordiality  which,  in  my  confciencfc,  I  believe  to 
be^fuch,  that  nothing  but  fuch  a  meafure  as  this  can  pofiibly  defiroy> 
or  poflTibly  endanger ;  yet  I  would  have  it  underftood,  tNat  the  very 
difcuflTion  of  fuch  a  meafure  as  this  is  highly  dangerous.  What  I 
mod  heartily  wi(h  for  is,  a  Union  between  the  two  countries  ^  by 
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a  Union  I  nncan  fomething  more  than  a  mere  word— a  Union 
not  of  Parliaments,  but  of  hearts,  afFedions,  and  interefts — an 
Union  of  vigour,  of  ardour,  of  xeal  for  the  general  welfare  of  the 
Britifh  empire.  It  is  this  (pecies  of  Union,  and  this  only,  that  can 
tend  to  increafe  the  real  ftrcngth  of  the  empire,  and  give  it  (pu- 
rity againft  any  danger.  But  if  any  meafure  with  the  name  of 
Unit)n  only  be  propofed,  and  the  tendency  of  which  would  be  to  dit- 
unite  us,  to  create  difafFe£)ion,  and  diftruA  and  jealoufy,  it  can  only 
tend  to  weaken  the  whole  of  the  Britifh  empire.  Of  this  nature  do 
I  t^kc  the  prefent  meafure  to  be.  I  fay  difcontent,  diftruf^,  jea- 
loufy,  ftifpicion,  are  the  ^ifiblc  fruits  of  Jt  in  Ireland  already  ;  if 
you  perfift  in  it,  refentment  will  follow  ;  and  even  although  you 
might  be  able,  which  I  doubt,  to  obtain  a  feeming  confent  of  the 
.  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  the  meafure,  yet  the  people  of  that  country 
would  wait  for  an  opportunity  of  recovering  their  rights,  which  they 
will  fay  were  taken  from  them^  by  force.  Let  Us  here  apply  this 
principle  to  the  cafe  now  before  us,  and  let  us  not  be  niifled  by 
mere  words,  and  by  the  ikill  of  (he  right  honourable  gentleman  iii 
putting  them  together,  and  by  his  telling  us  it  is  necefiary.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  aflerted  that  this  meafure  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary,  and  well  adapted  for  the  fafety  of  Ireland  under  its 
prefent  circumftances.  This  is  an  aflertion  which,  I  think,  he  has 
failed  to  prove.  Great  evih  undoubtedly  exift  in  Ireland— but,  do 
they  owe  their  origin  to'  the  Legiflaturc  of  Ireland  ?  Or  arc  they 
likely  to  be  removed  by  this  propofed  Union?  Thefe  arc  the  two 
quedions  on  which  I  will  own  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has 
fairly  put  the  matter,  and  on  which  depend  the  whole  merits  of  the 
meafure  before  us,  and  in  that  light  do  I  mean  to  argue  it. — To 
begin  then,  I  would  aflc,  are  the  evils  ©f  which  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  complains  as  exiting  in  Ireland,  and  which  call  for 
remedy,  arifing  from  the  circumftance  of  Ireland  poffefling  a  feparate 
L^giflature  i  That  Ireland  has  an  independent  Legiflature,  is  true. 
That  with  that  Legiflature  great  calamities  have  happened  in  Ire- 
land, is  alfo  true  \  but  I  know  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
is  much  too  good  a  rcafoner,  that  bccaufc  thefe  two  things  arc  co- 
cxiftent,  that  therefore  the  one  of  them  mud  be  confidered  as  the 
caufc,  and  the  other  the  e(k&  ;  they  may  poflibly  have  refer- 
ence to,  or  dfcpcndance  on  one  another.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  has  ftatcd,  that  we,  on  this  fide  the  Houfe,  have  feldom 
exprcffed  mucih  friendfhip  for  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  and  that  it 
is  a  little  o3d  that  wclhould  difcover  fo  much  ^propriety  in  their  de- 
termination now.  I  (hall  endeavour  to  difcharge  myfclf  from  any 
imputation  upon  that  particular.     When  I  have  faid  in  this  Houfe 
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that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  ^as  governed  by  corruption-— when 
I  have  faid,  and  others  have  fald  with  me,  that  there  was  fo  much 
corruption  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  that  Peerages  were  granted 
'  to  men  who  poflefled  Boroughs,  the  Members  for  which  voted  for 
Government — v^hen  wc  alledged  thefc  things,  and  what  was  a  great 
deal  more  ferious  than  aliedging,  offered  to  prove  them  at  your  bar, 
fliould  the  Houfc  give  us  leave  to  inftitute  the  inquiry  ;  and  when 
we  found  that,  by  the  advice  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  this 
Houfe  refufed  to  enter  upon  that  inquiry,  we  protef^ed  againd  his 
advice,  although  the  Houfe  adopted  it — ^but  I  think  it  is  a  little 
lingular  that  he  who  accufes  others  of  the  trick  of  changing  their 
fentiments  for  the  purpofes  of  the  moment,  (hould  on  the  fudden 
himfelf  turn  round  and  change  the  whole  of  his  tone  upon  this 
fame  fubje£t ;  that  he  whofe  fuppofed  influence  is  faid  to  have  di- 
reded  the  majority  of  that  Legiflature,  but  who  certainly  nevier  did 
ufe  any  influence  with  that  Legiflature,  but  who  happened  to  concur 
with  him,  (hould  now  fuddenly  turn  round,  and  not  only  fpcak  with 
contempt  of  them,  but  alfo  appear  to  be  angry  with  any  perfon  who 
can  poiTibly  fee  any  virtue  in  any  one  of  their  efforts,  is  certainly  mat- 
ter of  aftonifhment  even  to  thofc  who  are  moft  accuftomed  to  fudden 
changes  of  political  opinions.     But  how  does  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  prove  both  the  corruption  of  the  Irilh  Parliament  as  a 
general  propofition ;  and  yet  their  pure  virtue,  in  every  meafure  in 
which  they  have  fupported  him,  is  £  point  which   I  mufl  leave  to 
the  fuperior  talents  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman  to  explain. 
I  fay,  that  before  he  proves  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  although 
they  have  virtuoufly  fupported  all  his  meafures  for  years  tpgether, 
are  yet  in  their  very  nature  fo  corrupt  as  to  be  incapable  of  amend- 
ment, he  has  made  out  no  cafe  that  entitles  >  him  to  a  hearing.     I 
fay,  however,  that  although  the  condud)  of  the  Parliament  is  cen- 
furable  in  many  refped^s,  we  mufl  look  to  other  caofes  than  that  of 
the  independence  of  their  Legiflature  for  the  caufes  of  the  evils 
which  the  Irifh  people  feel.     It  has  been  owing  to  the  condu£t  of 
Government,  and  for  which  I  fay  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
is  refponfible,  unlefs  he  can  Khew  me  that  all  the  meafures  of  Ire- 
land were  forced  upon  him  by  the  (^urdy  difpofition  of  the  Irilh  Par« 
liament,  which  he  had  no  means  of  preventing,  and  which  nothing 
can  prevent  but  a  Union.     Nothing  (hort  of  proof  to  this  effeft 
can  juflify  the  meafure  which  is  now  before  us.     But  is  it  true  that 
any  of  the  evils  of  which  the  people  of  Ireland  complair\,  have  ori-. 
ginated  from  the  obftinacy  of  their  Parliament  ?     Have  they  not 
rather  originated  from   the  obftinacy  of  Government ;  from  the 
obftinacy  and  crooked  fyftem  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
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himfclf,  andy  indeed,  of  too  many  of  his  predecefTors  ?  Look  at  the 
Hiftory  6f  Ireland,  and,  I  fay,  you  \irill  find,  that  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  interference  of  the  Britifh  Councils,  and  of  Britifh  intrigue, 
none,  or,  at  leaft,  but  few  of  the  evils  which  are  now  fo  much  fdc 
there,  would  ever  have  taken  place — evils  of  which  Government 
is  the  parent,  and  yet  which  are  now  made  the  reafon  for  taking 
away  all  the  fcmblance  of  liberty  among  the  Iri(h  people.  There 
are  feuds  and  religious  animofities,  and  heats  and  diflfcnfions,  now 
in  Ireland,  and  they  diftradl  that  country.  Who  has  excited  them  i 
Who  has  created  thefe  feuds  and  religious  animofities  ?  Who  has 
created  thefe  diflcnfions  ?  Who  has  endeavoured  to  fct  up  one  party 
in  that  country  againfl  another,  and  which  l\as  brought  it  into  fuch 
a  ftate  of  diOrad^ion  ?  Government  has  caufed  all  thefe  evils,  and 
Government  is  now  making  ufc  of  all  thefe  evils  as  a  pretext  for 
taking  away  the  liberty  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  They  have  raifed 
hopes,  they  have  difappointed  thefe  hopes — they  have  excited 
alarms — they  have  created  difcontents — they  have  foftercd  ani- 
mofities— all  thefe  things  produce  mifchief,  and  that  mifchief  is 
then  given  as  the  reafon  for  taking  away  all  the  liberty  of  the 
people. 

Is  this  the  fault  of  the  people  thcmfelves  ?  Are  they  unfit  for 
any  truft  or  confidence  ?  Did  they  abufe  it  when  it  was  repofed  in 
them  ?  Look  at  their  conduct  in  1782.  Look  at  the  behaviour 
of  the  Volunteers  that  met  at  Dunganijon— Did  they  behave  with 
any  turbulence  or  riot  ?  Did  they  not,  on  the-  contrary,  enter  into 
a  refolution  cxpreDTive  of  their  attachment,  not  merely  to  the  inde- 
pendence which  they  themfelves  were  allowed  to  enjoy,  but  alfo  of 
general  toleration  to  all  thofe  who  diflPered  from  them  in  opinion  i 
[Here  he  read  an  extraft  of  a  refolution  to  that  effeft  at  the  meeting 
at  Dungannon.]  Thefe,  faid  he,  were  the  genuine  feelings  of  men 
who  were  declared  independent,  and  always  will  be,  when  they  are 
left  to  themfelves.  But  this  good  and  happy  temper  has  been 
fpoiled — other  feelings  have  been  artfully  excited  in  that  country. 
But,  perhaps,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  means  to  fay,  that  all 
the  contentment  that  was  expreflcd  time  after  time  in  Ireland,  was 
only  from  a  feeling  that  prevailed  in  confequcnce  of  the  relaxation 
of  feme  rigour  which  till  then  a  certain  dafs  of  the  people  felt:  that 
all  they  did  was  only  approving  that  relaxation.  I  fay,  the  fyftem 
which  they  at  that  time  had  in  view  was  much  more  comprchenfivc. 
But  to  come  to  a  time  more  recent — to  the  year  1794.  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  went  to  Ireland,  not  inftruflcd  indeed,  that  is  a  phiafe 
to  which  the  right  hbnourable  gentleman  would  obje£l— but  cer- 
tainly authorifed  to  gf  ant  emancipation  to  the  Catholics.    How  was 
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that  received  ?  By  a  difunion  among  the  Proteftants  ?  No!  with 
chearfulnefs.  But  there  was  then  in  Ireland  a  fmall  party,  con- 
fiderable  neither  in  talents  nor  confcquence  of  any  worthy  kind,  to 
^hom  the  right  honourable  gentleman  liftened  :  the  fyftem  was  al- 
tered— ^thc  gleam  of  hope  held  out  to  the  Catholics  was  deftroycd. 
Lord  Fitzwilliamy  who  was  aUthorifed  to  hold  it  out,  and  had  taken 
delight  in  a  tafk  fo  agreeable  to  his  feelings,  was  fuddenly  recalled. 
From  that  moment  every  thing  became  gloomy.  Difappointment 
begot  difcontent — difcontent,  averfion-^averfion,  hatred-^ all  this 
afterwarfds  broke  out  in  thofe  a6^s  of  violence  which  occafioned 
what'  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  the  other  night,  was  pleafed 
to  call  a  lamentable  but  neceflary  feverity.  I  fay,  I  was  forry  to 
hear  the  right  honourable  gentleman  juftify  the  a£ls  of  feverity 
which  have  been  ufed  in  that  country— I  fay,  that  nothing  can 
render  torture  neceflfary  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  civilization  in  Eu- 
rope. Will  the  right  honourable,  gentleman,  or  will  any  man, 
juftify  the  pra6tice  of  torture  for  the  purpofe  of  gaining  political 
information  ?  Nor  has  any  thing  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tletnan  has  faid  about  conneflion  with  the  enemy  jufiified  a  pradice 
fo  abhorrent  to  humanity. 

Having  faid  this,  I  am  now  led  to  take  a  fliort  view  of  the  final 
adyuftment  of  1782;  and  here  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
plays  ofF  the  trick  of  a  debater  upon  us,  inftcad  of  arguing  the  mat- 
ter fairly.  He  fays  there  could  be  no  final  fcttlement  or  adjuftment 
at  this  time  becaufe  it  was  even  then  exprefled  that  fomething  was 
left  to  be  done.  But  he  knows  well  enough,  and  he  ought  to  have 
the  candour  to  acknowledge,  that  there  may  be  a  final  adjuAment, 
and  yet  fomething  be  left  to  be  done  ;  that  is,  that  there  hiay  be  a 
final  adjufiment  of  one  thing,  and  another  be  left  to  be  fettled,  and 
which  indeed  was  the  cafe.  The  final  adjuftment  referred  to  the 
political  independence  of  the  Iri(h  Legifla:ure  ;  but  the  point  to  be 
fettled  was  one  that  related  to  trade.  Before  that  adjuftment,  I  will 
fay  that  I  think  no  country  was  lefs  indebted  to  another,  itfelf  a 
•  friend,  than  Ireland  was  to  Great  Britain.  The  repeal  of  the  fixth 
of  George  the  Firft  was  the  firft  meafure  of  liberality  from  this  • 
country  towards  Ireland.  After  this,  a  plan  was  adopted  and  a 
bill  brought  in  by  my  right  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Fox),  and  that 
was  confidered  as  all  that  was  necefiar}'  upon,  the  fubje^  ;  and  Mr. 
Grattan,  after  the  declaration  of  the  independence  of  the  Irifli  Par- 
liament, obferved,  very  properly  in  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  this  was  all  they  wanted  from  Great  Britain  upon  the,  Confti- 
tutional  point-^-that  having  done  awny  the  obnoxious  aS  of  Parlia- 
ment which  flood  in  the  way  of  their  independence,  they  would  not 
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receive  any  thing  mora  upon  the  Conftitutional  Rights  of  the  Irifli 
People  from  the  Parliament  of  England,  for  that  they  were  them- 
fdvcs  competent  to  the  management  of  their  own  Rights.  After 
tfais>  a  decifion  took  place  in  one  of  our  Courts  of  Law  which  ex- 
cited the  jealoufy  of  the  People  of  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Grenville  came 
over  by  command  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  make  a  complaint,  and 
to  flate  that  to  prcfcrve  harmony  between  the  two  countries,  the 
claims  fet  up  in  confcqaence  of  that  deciiion  of  the  Court  of  Law 
ffuxild  be  abandoned  ;  it  was  abandoned  accordingly  ;  and  (or  the 
piirpofe  of  clearing  up  all  doubts  upon  it,  Mr.  Townfbend,  now 
Lord  Sydney,  a  particular  friend  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  removing  all  doubts  which 
have  arifen,  or  which  may  arife,  concerning  decifions,  &c.  and  for 
quieting  all  difputes  between  the  two  countries.  This  was  when 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Then  we  come  to*  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  calls  a 
more  authentic  record  of  the  debates  of  Parliament  than  are  ufually 
given  to  the  public  under  that  title ;  and  here  it  appears  that  tbp 
gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Oppofition  in  Ireland  to  the 
Union  (Mr.  Fofter),  is  introduced  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  a  gentleman  whom  we  are  faid,  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfe,  to 
be  difpofed  to  treat  with  more  refpeft  than  formerly— more  rcfped ! 
an  invidious  expreiTion,  by  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  infinuatc  that  he  Is  entitled  to  treat  him  with  lefs  refpe£l.  I 
confefs  I  have  not  forgotten  the  (bare  which  that  gentleman  has  had 
in  fupporting  the  -meafures  of  the  Minifter  of  this  country  in  Ire- 
land, nor  have  I  chafiged  my  opinion  of  their-deftruftive  tendency. 
I  think  of  them  now  as  I  have  always  thought  of  them,  that  many 
of  them  are  mod  unjud  and  odious  ;  yet  when  I  fee  a  man,  in  di- 
rect oppofition  to  what  may  be  called  his  own  perfonal  jntereft,  do 
that  which  appears  to  be  right ;  when  I  fee  him  oppofe  the  mea* 
furcs  of  the  eight  honourable  gentleman  with  whom  he  has  aAed  fo 
^  long,  and  that  not  upon  any  doubt  that  the  power  of  the  right  ho- 
,  nourable  gentleman  is  declining ;  but  when  it  is  as  high  as  ever, 
and  when  I  rcfled  that,  horn  his  knowledge  of  the  temper  of  the 
rigiit  honourable  gentleman,  he  muft  be  aware  of  the  effed  of  dif- 
fering from  him  ;  I  fay,  when  I  fee  all  this,  I  own  I  am  inducrd 
to  treat  a  man  who  thus  (hews  an  independent  fpirit,  I  am  induced 
to  treat  him  with  more  refped  than  I  did  formerly  ;  and  I  think  his 
condudl  entitles  hirfi  to  the  efteem  and  gratitude  of  his  countiy.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  quote  fome  paflTages 
j  from  the  fpctch  of  that  gentleman  upon  the  debates  upon  the  Irilh 
,  propofitions. — [Here  Mr.  Grey  read  the  extradl  formerly  taken  by 
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the  Miniftcr  out  of  Mr.  Foftcr's  fpccch.]— This  the  right  honoura-* 
ble  gentleman  quotes  to  prove  there  was  at  that  tiiqe  Ho  fuch  thing 
in  contemplation  as  a  final  adjuftment.  Now,  having  read  this 
party  I  will  refer  to  another  fVom  the  fame  authority,  to  (hew  that 
the  adjuftment  was  entire  i^^ith  regard  to  the  conftitutional  point, 
and  that  all  that  remained  to  he  adjufted  between  the  two  coun- 
tries related  to  ^points  of  commerce.— [Here  he  read  part  of  the 
fpeech  of  Mr.  Poller,  in  which  that  gentleman  faid,  upon  the  Irifti 
propofitions,  he  could  not  remain  filent  when  he  heard  any  thing 
faid  that  was  unworthy  of  the  independence  of  the  Irifli  Parliament, 
and  that  he  fhould  be  unworthy  of  the  name  of  an  Iriihman,  if  for 
all  the  commerce  in  the  world  he  could  aflfent  to  part  from  an  atom 
of  their  Conftitution.  He  had  fatd  that — "  If  Liberty  was  the 
price  of  Commerce,  take  back  your  Commerce. "j — ^But  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  may  fay  that  the  Liberties  of  Ireland  will  be 
as  fafe  under  the  joint  Englifh  and  Iri(h  Parliament,  as  under  the 
Irifh  Parliament  only  ;  to  which  I  anfwer,  that  Mr.  Fofter,  whofe 
opinion  the  right  honourable  gentleman  is  fo  fond  of  quoting,  is  of 
another  opinion,  for  he  Tays  "  he  will  ftand  or  fall  by  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Iriih  Conftitution."  I  ftate  all  thefe  things  as  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Fofter,  whofe  opinion  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man has  been  fo  fond  of  quoting.  But  what  is  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Fofter  to  me  ?  he  may  change  his  opinion  ;  and  if  I  was  to  argue 
upon  the  change  of  opinion,  the  hiftory  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman himfelf  would  furni(h  debates  for  this  Houfe  for  the  remain- 
der of  our  lives.  Let  us  turn  to  other  pcrfons— Mr.  Fofter,  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Prime  Serjeant,  have  all 
loft  their  places  for  changing  opinions,  or  rather  for  retaining  them 
when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  differed  from  them.  Thefe 
places  will  be  filled  up,  I  dare  fay,  by  men  of  abilities  and  integrity, 
but  I  muft  obferve  that  the  prefcnt  Chancellor  of  the  Ekchequer  of 
Ireland  was  a  great  enemy  to  the  Irifh  propofitions.  Here  I  take 
my  information  from  the  fame  authentic  account  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  has  made  evidence  upon  the  fubje<5). — [Here 
he  read  part  of  the  fpccCh  of  Mr.  Corry  on  the  Irifh  propofitions, 
which  that  gentleman  violently  oppofed,  and  inftfted  on  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Irifh  Parliament.]— I  have  given  you  the 
opinion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  Ireland  ;  I  will  now 
quote  the  opinion  of  the  ChancelloV  of  the  Exchequer  of  England. 
—-[Here  he  read  part  of  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  4th  ^folu- 
tion  of  the  Irifh  propofitions,  ending  with  an  exprcflfion  that  he^had 
rather  abandon  the  propofition  than  excite  any  alarm  about  the  re- 
vival of  any  claim  of  fupcriority  of  this  country  over  the  Parliament 


704  .   PARLIAMENTARY  [Commoms, 

• 

of  Ireland.] — ^AH  this  I  ftate  merely  to  (hew  that  the  arrangements 
between  this  country  and  Ireland  were  final  with  regard  to  all  con- 
fiitutional  points. 

The  next  point  to  which  I  am  led  in  the  confideration  of  this 
fubjedt  is  the  objedion  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  dated 
to  two  independent  Parliaments ;  to  (hew  the  inconvenience  of  it 
he  quotes  the  cafe  of  the  Regency.  What  was  the  cafe  of  the 
Regency  ?  The  Parliament  of  Ireland  vefted  in  the  heir  apparent 
the  full  power  of  a  Regent  without  any  reftridlion.  The  P^rlia-^ 
mcnt  of  this  country  voted  the  fame  perfon,  but  with  certain  limita- 
tions and  reilridioDs.  But  mere  the  fituation  of  the  two  countries 
alike  P-r^By  no  means.  In  this  country  there  is  a  va(l  deal  of 
power  and  influence  which  attaches  to  the  fovereignty  independent 
of  that  which  is  properly  to  be  called  Government :  in  Ireland 
there  is  none.  When  therefore  they  voted  a  Regent,  they  had 
nothing  but  the  power  of  Government  to  give.  The  cafe  was 
otherwife  in  this  country,  and  therefore  the  one  having  given  the 
whole  without  reftraint,  and  the  other  reftraining,  did  not  in  reality 
dificr,  as  might  have  been  thought  upon  the  firft  view  of  the  matter. 
But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fays  that  the  principle  is  the 
whole  thing  to  be  confidered  ;  that  they  might  as  well  have  differed 
gn  the  perfon  as  the  power  of  the  Regent:— To  which  I  anfwer, 
that  this  is  an  extreme  cafe ;  and  that  for  all  the  ufual  and  c6mmon 
purpofes  of  Government,  there  is  not  the  leaft  pmbabtlity  of  any 
material  difference  ariling  between  the  two  Legiflaturcs  upon  any 
praAical  meafure ;  and  fo  deeply  do  we  find  this  idea  inipreffed 
'  upon  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  that  we  find  Mr.  GratUA  advifing 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Ireland  to  aflent  to  fome  meafures  upon 
the  war,  on  account  of  the  danger  which  might  refult  to  the  empire 
if  the  two  Parliaments  (hould  differ  upon  that  important  meafure. 

[Here  Mr.  Grey  took  notice  of  the  condudi  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  upon  the  fubjedt  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  ob- 
'  ferved  that,  although  he  had  of  late  years  oppofed  every  thing  that 
had  any  tendency  to  that  efFed^,  and  branded  every  fpccies  of  inno* 
vation  with  every  epithet  of  reproach,  he  himfelf  was  at  the  fame 
time  the  greated  innovator  in  this  country.] 

Having  faid  thus  much,  faid  Mr.  Grey,  I  have  only  to  repeat 
that  the  evils  under  which  Ireland  labours  have  not  their  root  in 
the  Patliament  of  Ireland ;  that  the  remedy  which  the  ri^t  ho- 
nourable genrleman  propofes  will  not  meet  the  evil,  nor  be  any 
remedy  for  it ;  that  the  agitation  of  the  quedion  cannot  by  po6^* 
bility  be  of  any  fervicc  to  the  empire.  All  the  utility  of  the  publi- 
cation of  the  refolutions  and  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourablQfO^; 
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llemp  is  in  its  progrefs  alreadji  and  canniot  be  aided  by  any  vote  of 
this  Houfe,  for  the  meafore  then  will  be  of  no  more  authority  than 
it  is  noW|  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland. 
Now  is  there  no  danger  on  the  other  fide  ?  I  fay  the  dangers  of 
producing  diftraflion  in  Ireland  by  this  difcuffion  are  fo  great,  that 
there  can  be  no  excufe  for  bringing  this  matter  forward  for  difcviflion 
now.  The  wit  of  man  cannot  devife  any  good  which  this  difcuffion 
(ran  produce,  and  the  mifchief  may  be  incalculable.  I  did  not 
hear  the  firft  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  upon  this 
meafurc-  I  have  heard  it  was  as  eloquent  as  any  that  ever  fell 
from  the  lips  of  man ;  but  what  has  been  the  efTeA  of  it  in  Ireland, 
where,  I  underftand,  a  report  of  it  Is  circulated  with  great  eager- 
nefs  ?  It  has  tended  to  inflame  the  Fafrliament  there  inftead  6f 
reconciling  them.  They  have  agreed  to  have  a  call  of  the  Houfc 
for  the  purpofe  to  be  all  on  the  watch  againfl  the  farther  progrefs  df 
this  meafure.  I  fay  then  you  will  only  increafe  the  mifchief  if  you 
proceed  in  this  bufincfs. 

Mr.  Grey  concluded  with  fome  general  obfervationS  upon  the 
(ituation  of  affairs  on  the  Continent,  in  the  courfe  of  which,  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  although  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  was  not  s«n 
enemy  to  any  propofitton  £br  any  negotiation  for  peace,  yet  he  was 
ready  to  confefs>  in  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  Europe^  there  was  no 
hope  of  if.  He  was,  however,  for  renewing  all  endeavburs  to  ne- 
gotiate for  it  whenever  there  was  a  profpcQ  of  obtaining  it  on  ho- 
nourable terms,  but  of  which  he  faw  tio  prpfpe»5t  while  the  French 
followed  their  prefent  principles  of  aggrandizement.  All  that  we 
tould  do  was  to  unite  all  our  affedlions  and  force  together  ;  not  a 
union  in  words  but  a  union  of  hearts ;  hut  this  Union  would,  in- 
ft^ad  of  being  any  ftrength,  be  the  caufeof  wcaknefs  to  the  empire* 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  fpoke  as  follows: — Mr.  Speaker, 
notwithftanding  the  aiguments-  fo  .ftrcnuoufly  advanced  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  I  have  no  hefitation,  Sir,  in  declaring,  that  I  rife 
with  a  conftderable  degree  of  fatisfiiftion  to  refute  the  objeAions 
urged  againft  the  Union  with  Ireland.  Having  followed  the  laft 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Grey)  with  the  grcateft  attention,  I 
flatter  myfelf,  that,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  fubjedt,  I  am  fully 
able  to  convince  the  Houfe,  that  the  rcafons  urged  againft  the  mea- 
fure are  totally  groundlefs.  The  lad  honourable  Speaker  has  dwelt 
with  much  minutenefs  on  the  difcuffions  of  the  year  178a,  and  on 
the  commercial  and  polirical  fituation  in  which  Ireland  was  then 
{daced,  and  has  fince  continued^-  in  confcqurnce  of  thofe  difcuffions  ; 
but  I  beg  leave  to  obTerve,  that  ivcry  dcdu6^ion  from  thofe  circunt- 
ffamces,  and  every  ^^aiht  ihadt  to  Ireland  at  that  period,  haVe 
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nothing  to  do  ^ith  the  queflton  now  before  the  Houfe.  The  prefent 
propolition  contains  in  it  no  fuggef^ion  derogatory  to  the  acknow- 
ledged independence  of  the  Irifh  Parliament.  It  is  a  proportion 
for  the  incorporation  of  the  two  Legiflatures  into  one,  without  in- 
fringing on  the  liberty  or  independence  of  cither. 

In  addreflfing  itfelf  to  the  judgement  tmd  dccifion  of  the  Irifli 
Parliament,  this  country  explicitly  acknowledges  its  independence; 
and  to  put  an  end  to  all  cavil  on  that  part  of  the  argument,  I  am 
ready  to  admit,  that  by  the  traiifadtions  of  1782,  the  Irifh  Parlia- 
ment is  placed  on  the  fame  footing  of  independence,  in  relation  to 
Great  Britain,  as  Scotland  was  with  regard  to  England  bcfofc  the 
Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  ;  and  certainly  I  have  never  heard 
that  the  propofal  made  in  a  707  for  the  Union  of  England  and  Scot- 
land has,  at  any  period,  been  treated  by  the  mod  captious  opponents 
of  the  meafure,  as  an  attack  on  the  independence,  of,  the  Parliament 
of  Scotland. 

With  regard  to  the  meafure  itfelf,  (o  far  from  operating  inju- 
rioufly  on  Ireland,  I  can  prove,  before  I  fit  down,  by  a  reference 
to  the  aflPairs  of  Scotland,  at  and  after  the  Union,  that  a^fimilar 
meafure  would  be  attended  with  (imilar  benefits  to  Ireland,  by  im- 
proving and  increafing  the  political  arid  commercial  advantages  of 
the  latter  country  in  the  fame  proportion  as  thofe  bf  the  former 
have  been  improved  and  increafed  ;  and  that  the  latter  country 
would  experience  an  equal  increafe  of  commercial  and  political  ad- 
vantages. 

I  had  entertained  an  opinion,  that  the  quefiion  would  have  been 
sftgued  in  a  diflTerent  fiage  of  the  bufmefs,  and  that  there  would  not 
arifc  any  debate  on  leaving  the  Chair.  Had  the  motion  for  the 
Committee  been  allowed  to  pafs,  Sir,  both  fides  of  the  Houfe  would 
have  had  better  opportunities  of  undcrfianding  each  other  by  mutual 
explanation.  That  mode,  however,  •  meeting  with  oppofition,  I 
and  my  friends  are  reduced  to  the  nccefiity  of  debating  the  meafure 
on  the  particular  point  of  your  leaving  the  Chair.  The  difcufijon 
bf  the  grand  quefiion,  in  this  fiagc,  is  fo  far  an  inconvenience  to 
me,  as  it  leaves  me  lefs  leifurc  to  arrange  and  methodife  the  varibus 
ftatements  I  have  colleded  on  the  fubjedl.  I  am,  however,  ready 
to  meet  the  opponents  of  the  meafure  in  any  way  they  pleafe,  con- 
vinced that  I  am  armed  with  fuch  authorities,  and  fuch  arguments, 
as  will  overturn  every  objection  that  can  be  offered.  Sinde  the 
Union  was  firft  in  contemplation,  I  have  endeavoured  to  make 
myfelf  as  converfant  with  the  fubjedl  as  pofiible,  by  every  refearch 
of  hifiory,  and  by  a  very  careful  examination  of  the  documents  on- 
which  were  grounded  the  articles  of  the  Union  with  Scotland. 
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For  this  rcfcarch  I  claim  no  particular  praifcy  it  being  my  duty,  as 
well  as  that  of  every  other  Member  of  Parliament,  to  acquire  as 
accurate  a  knowledge  as  poflible  of  the  fubjed  ilnder  difcuflfion. 

In  vindication  of  myfelf  and  friends,  I  have  no  hefitation  in 
faying,  that  the  affairs  of  Ireland  demand  at  this  period  particular 
circumfpe<3ion.  I  will  affume,  as  a  propofition,  which  I  believe 
no  man  will  have  the  boldnefs  to  deny,  that  there  does  exiA  at  this 
time  in  Ireland  a  fpirit  of  clamour  and  diffention,  of  treachery  and 
treafon,  which  menaces  the  overthrow  of  the  prefent  Government, 
Confpiracies  are  fo  widely  extended,  their  influence  is  fo  deeply  in- 
fufed  into  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  the  connexion 
between  the  two  countries  is  thereby  fo  much  endangered,  that  with- 
out the  adive  and  immediate  interference  of  the  Government,  the 
refiilt,  in  the  opinion  of  the  moft  intelligent  men,  might  have  been 
a  total  feparationof  Ireland  from  this  kingdom.  Viewing  Ireland 
in  this  perilous  (ituation,  it  was  the  duty  of  His  Majefty's  fcrvants 
to  extricate  her  from  the  intrigues  of  the  common  enemy,  by  pre- 
ferving  and  improving  the  conne6^ion  which  has  fo  long  and  fo 
happily  fiubfifted  between  that  country  and  Great  Britain. 

Now  the  queftion  is,  Whether  or  not  the  political  difeafcs  alluded 
to  were  not  likely  to  be  removed  by  incorporating  the  two  Parlia- 
ments into  one  ? 

In  the  qbfervations  which  naturally  arifc  from   the  fubje6t,  1 
beg  leave  to  affurc  the  Houfc,  that  I  mean  nothing  difrefpe6iful  to 
the  Parliament  or  People  of  Irelapd,  when  I  affirm,  that  the  evil 
machinations  of  the  enemies  of  both  countries  have  been  too  fuc- 
cefsful  in  rpoft  inAances,    and  that  the  check  or  control  of  the  En- 
gli(h  Government. is  abfolutely  neceifary  for  the  falvation  of  Ire- 
land.     In  my  animadverfions,  I  am  not  about  to  throw  out  any  re- 
flections injurious  to  the  gentlemen  whoconftitute  the  Legiflature  of^ 
the  lifter  kingdom ;  and  I  hope  I  (hall  not  be  accufed  of  illiberal 
motives   when  I   give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  a  very  great  part  of 
the  people  have  been  corrupted  by  the  new  doflrines,  fo  dangerous 
to  the  exiftencc  of  all  regular  Governments,  confequently  fo  dange- 
rous to  that  of  the  empire.     Every  good  man,  who  had  feen  or 
heard  of  the  influence  of  thofe  deftrudive  dodrines  on  the  Conti- 
nent, would  wifh  well  on  the  prefent  occafion  to  the  aflive  exertions 
of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  endeavouring  to  preferve  the 
liherry,  the  independence,   and   the  happinefs  of  Ireland.     The 
picture  which  I  draw  of  Ireland  is  of  a  gloomy  and  lamentable 
afpe£t ;  but  in  proportion  as  it  is  fo,  ft  becomes  the  duty  of  every 
well-wi(her  to  both-  countries  to  devife  fume  remedy  by  which  he 
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may  delhroy  the  hopes  of  the  enemy,  and  give  new  life  and  vigour  Co 
the  fitter  kingdom. 

If  any  political  maxim  can  be  held  more  generally  true  than  anor 
thcr,  it  18,  that  in  order  to  regulate  well  the  affairs  of  any  nation,  it 
i^  neceflary  that  there  fltoqid  fubfid  a  mutual  confidence  betwden 
the  governors  and  the  governed.  But  it  is  a  melancholy  truth, 
that  there  docs  not  exifl  in  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Irelandj 
that  confidence  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  which  is  effemial  to 
its  utility.  I  need  not  go  f^r  to  fearch  for  the  reafons  of  this  cilcn- 
tial  defErd)^.  It  grew  out  of  the  frame  and  conftilution  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Irelahd. 

If  the  whole  power  of  the  country  were  veiled  in  one- fourth  of 
die  people,  and  that  fourth  was  feparated  from  the  other  thrcc*fourths 
by  religious  diftindions,  heightened  and  envenomed  by  anient  and 
hereditary  animofities,  it  was  impoflible  that  there  could  cxift  a 
inutual  cpnfidcnce  between  themi  This,  however^  was  certainly 
the  fituation  of  the  Parliament  ^nd  People  of  Ireland.  If  there 
were  fuch  diflentions  and  animofitics  in  IrelaAd,  the  interference  of 
a  Britifli  Parliament  was  admirably  calculated  to  reflore  peace  and 
confidence,  by  granting  to  the  people  of  Ireland  a  free  participation 
of  all  the  priviliges  enjoyed  by  their  fellow  fiibjeds  of  Great 
Britain. 

It  is  impoflible  to  imagine  a  remedy  more  appropriate  to  the  radi* 
c^l  caufe  o{  the  difeafe  which  poifons  the  peace  and  bappincff 
of  Irelandi  than  the  meaf^re  of  an  incorporating  Union  of  the  Le* 
gidatures  of  the  two  kingdoms.  The  Proteilants  would,  of  courfc, 
lay  afide  their  jealogfies  and  didruft,  being  certain  that  againft  any 
atternpt  to  endanger  the  Prote()ant  eftabliflimcnt  in  Ireland,  the 
whole  flrcngth  of  the  united  Parliament  muft  be  exerted ;  and,  on  the 
Qther  hand,  every  Catholic  who  is  a  friend  to  the  connedioo  with 
Great  Britain,  but  is  dcfirous  tq  obtain  every  indulgence,  and  bp 
admitted  into  a  participation  of  every  privilege  s^nd  benefit  con- 
liftent  with  that  connedich,  would  be  confident  that  their  caufe 
would  be  candidly  and  impartially  confidered  by  a  united  Parlia- 
ment, the  grjCfit  body  of  which  would  be  relieved  from  thofe  ap^ 
prehenfions,  jealoufies,  and  inveterate  aniipofities,  interwoven  inp 
the  frame  and  conilitution  of  the  feparate  parliament  of  Ireland. 

"When  g/entlcmcn  talk  fo  much  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland, 
and  infi(l  that  a  cpnfent  to  the  prefciit  meafure  would  totally  de- 
Aroy  the  liberty  and  independency  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  I  an 
certain  they  bewilder^themfelves  in  a  mifui}derftanding  of  tl)e  tervfiB 
which  they  ufe.  How  could  it  have  that  effe^  ?  Would  not 
there  be,  by  the  incorporated  Parliaments,  the  three  cftates  of  Kingi 
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Lords^  and  Commonft  ?  ^nd  if  there  be  a  fufficienicy  of  the  mQth 
cmcy,  and  a  fufEciency  of  the  democracy  of  the  difiere'nt  Gonntrics, 
how  would  either  the  independenoe  of  the  Parliainent,  or  the  liberty 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  fufTer  ?  I  have  no  heiitation.  Sir,  in 
maintaining,  that  an  incorporated  Parliament,  partly  Englifh,  partly 
Scotch,  and  partly  Iri(h,  is  much  better  culculated  for  the  ipanage* 
ment  of  the  affairs  of  the  BritiAi  empire,  than  fcparate  Parliament^ 
in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  The  powers  df  a  Parliament, 
fo  condituted,  would  be  more  extenfive  and  efiedual  than  when 
ading  feparately  in  diffei'ent  places.  It  ought  alfo  to  be  recoU 
Jedted,  that  with  all  the  boaded  independence  of  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland,  ic  could  not  give  vigour  or  efied  to  Irs  ads,  till  approved 
by  the  third  eflate,  whofe  relidence  was  in  England.  The  con- 
trolling power  was  properly  veQed  in  die  Sovereign  of  d)is  country, 
who  was  alfo  the  Sovereign  of  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Then  the 
Parh'ament  of  Ireland  is  not  entirely  independent.  And  if  it  be 
Irue,  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  as  now  confi^uted,  be  de- 
pendent on  the  third  eftate  of  this  country,  it  is  evident  that  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland  is  not  that  independent  Rate  which  this  argu« 
ment  feems  always  to  take  for  granted. 

The  more  this  part  of  the  argumei>t  is  probed,  the  more  £illa- 
cious  the  reafoning  of  its  authors  will  appear.  One  of  the  moft 
valuable  privileges  wbi^h  the  Briti(h  Parliament  enjoys,  is,  rl)c 
right  it  claims  to  watch  over  and  control  the  condt^fl  of  the  E)cecM- 
tive  Government,  even  in  the  exercife  of  tbofe  powers  which  are 
*ju(lly  cbnfidered  as  the  cleared  and  moft  undoubted  prerogatives  of 
the  Crown.  There  is  not  one  of  thbfe  prerogatives  in  the  exerc^f^ 
of  which  the  fervant^  of  the  King  are  not  refppnfible,  an4  to  ^ 
<x>ntrol  of  which,  in  that  (hape,  the  power  pf  Parliarnent  does  not 
.extend ;  and  that  power  is  bounded  only  by  its  own  wifdoqn  and 
difcretion.  The  Parliament  of  Iceland,  ip  its  fep^rate  (late,  is  de- 
barred from  this  impor^an^  privilege,  which  it  would  obtain  by  an  in- 
corporation with  ,the  Parliament  of  Great  Brits^in.  This  obferv^- 
{ion  is  the  more  ilriking,  when  it  is  confidered  that  this  pDwer  of 
the  Britifli  Parliament  extends,  in  the  manner  I  have  flatcd,  to  the 
control  of  the  Third  Eftate  of  the  Iri(h  Parliament,  even  in  its  Icgif- 
lative  capacity,  and  that  excluiively  of  the  other  branches  of  th^ 
Irifh  Legiflature.  It  is  impofliible  candidly  and  difpaflfionately  to 
examine  thofe  cpniiderations,  and  not  feel  how  exteniively  the  cha- 
-fadler  and  .importance  pf  the  Irifli  Parliament  irould  be  exalfed  by 
•the  Union  of  the  two  Legiflatures. 

In  fupport  of  tfaefc  propelitions,  if  they  are  difputed,  I  refer  to 
the  authprity  pf  JVf r.  Gri^nan,  the  champion  of  Irifh  independence. 
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who  fays,  **  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  cannot  afl  independently ; 
for  in  all  queftions  of  peace  or  war,  it  muft  implicitly  follow  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain."  ,  If  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  were 
as  independent  as  its  advocates  now  infift,  why  fhould  it  be  obliged 
to  adopt  the  meafurcs  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  on  all 
occafions  of  peace  or  war  ?  The  incorporated  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land would  have  all  the  privileges  of  the  incorporated  Parliament 
of  Scotland.  To  corroborate  thcfe  fadls,  Sir,  I,  as  one  of  the 
forty-five  Scotch  Members,  can,  in  the  face  of  the  five  hundred  and 
thirteen  Englifli  Members,  freely  difcufs  and  watch  the  intereOs  of 
Scotland-  The  Parliament,  thus  conftituted  by  the  Union,  had 
not  deprived  Scotland  of  any  of  the  privileges  enjoyed  previoufly  to 
its  incorporation  with  England.  The  Union  had  incrcafcd  the 
privilege  of  the  Scottifli  Members ;  for,  inftead  of  confining 
their  deliberations  to  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  they  were  empowered 
to  take  part  in  difcuflions  refpedMng  the  aflairs,  not  only  of  Eng- 
land,  but  of  the  whole  Britifh  empite  ;  and  fo  far  as  regarded  the 
Third  Eftatc,  had  even  an  interference  in  the  afiairs  of  Ireland. 

If  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  Sir,  thus  incorporated,  has  all 
the  rights  now  dcfcribed,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  incorporated 
on  fimilar  principles,  would  have  the  fame  privileges.  The  deli- 
berations of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  thus  conftituted,  would  alfo 
operate  fuccefsfully  in  all  queftions  refpc<3ing  the  afi^airs,  not  only  of 
Ireland,  Scotland,  and  England,  but  of  the  whole  Britifh  dominions. 
It  would  enlarge  its  powers,  and  give  greater  vigour  and  cficS  to  its 
operations.  But  now  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  has  nc  right  to 
difcufs  queftions  in  which  Great  Britain  only  is  intercftcd.  It  is  a 
miftatement  of  terms  to  talk  of  deftroying  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land, for  the  Union  would  place  the  Irifti  Members  in  the  fame 
fituation  as  the  Members  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.— 
I  condeixin.  Sir,  Jhe  operations  of  perfonal  vanity,  which,  in  this 
inftance  at  lea  ft,  run  riot  againft  the  principles  of  comnnon  fenfe* 
I  wi(h  gentlemen  would  dire^  their  pride  and  honour  to  a  As  of 
laudable  ambition — I  wifti  they  would  evince  greater  patriotifm,  by 
a  due  attention  to  the  interefts  of  both  countries.  If  confiderations 
of  perfonal  vanity  and  felf  independence  are  to  be  allowed  to  operate 
on  this  fubje£^,  let  gentlemen  recollc6t,  that  if  their  genius  be  ever  fo 
acute,  their  talents  ever  fo  tranfccndcnt,  their  eloquence  ever  fo 
fplendid,  all  thefe  wonderful  powers  are  confined  to  one  little 
ifland.  All  their  genius  is  limited  to  their  own  internal  regula- 
tions, and  reduced  to  their  own  fmall  territory.  Independence 
and  liberty  are  fine  founding  words ;  but  can  it  be  fcrioufly 
maintained,  that  for  the  prefervatiun  of  thcfe,  it  is  neceflary  to  have 
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a  feparate  and  local  Legiflaturc  ?  The  foil  and  fpot  where  the  Par* 
lianient  fat  do  not  conititute  its  value,  but  its  adaptation  to  preferve 
the  general  interefts  of  the  community  at  large.  This  is  the  onljr 
true  and  valuable  obje(5^  of  independence.  I  addrefs  myfelf  there- 
fore to  the  true  pride  of  Ireland,  which  ought  not  to  be  biafled  by 
falfe  principles  of  honour.  A  mind  thus  aduated  is  governed  bj 
a  childilh,  not  a  manly  ambition.  Let,  however,  the  Iri(h  Parlia- 
ment accept  of  a  particfpation  of  all  the  rights  of  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  and  they  would  find,  that  their  eloquence  would 
not  be  confined  to  England,  or  to  any  other  country,  but  their  voices 
would  extend  to  every  corner  of  the  world.  They  would  be  heard, 
not  only  in  Europe,  but  in  Afia,  Africa,  and  America.  The  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  would  then  become  Memoers  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament,  which  had  enabled  this  proud  country  to  exalt  its  head 
amidfl  the  wreck  of  furrounding  nations  \  had  given  it  energy  and 
vigour  to  refift  the  pernicious  dotSrines  of  the  French  Republic  ; 
and  held  us  up  as  a  monument  of  admiration  and  envy  to  the  rc- 
moteft  corners  of  the  world.  They  would  then  be  the  advocates, 
not  only  of  Irelnnd  and  Great  Britain,  but  advocates  for  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  human  race. 

A  Parliament  thus  conftituted  would  be  worthy  of  true  ambition. 
It  would  be  a- more  rcfpccl able  body  than  what  had  been  defcribed 
by  a  gentleman,  who,  in  talking  of  the  limitations  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland,  compared  it  to  a  Great  Vcftry  or  Parifh  Meeting. 
I  wi(h.  Sir,  to  give  efficacy  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland — to  bring 
it  from  that  narrow  and  confined  fituation,  to  a61  in  a  more  enlarged 
fphere — to  explore  new  fources  of  true  greatnefs — to  participate 
and  enjoy  all  the  benefits  and  advantages  of  the  Parlifimcnt  of 
Great  Britain.  Whether,  therefore,  I  confidcr  the  ftate  of  the 
Iriih  Parliament  in  its  coUed^ive  or  individual  capacity,  I  am 
equally  decided  it  will  gain  extenfively  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  prefent 
meafure. 

An  objc(9ion  has  teen  taken  that  we  ought  not  to  have  proceeded 
on  the  bufinefs  in  this  country  till  the  propofitiOns  had  been  made 
to  us  by  the  Parliament  and  People  of  Ireland.  I  confefs  I  do 
not  underftand  the  objcftion.  In  the  progrefs  of  this  important 
bufinefs,  it  was  intended  to  follow,  ftep  by  ftep,  the  manner  of  re- 
commending and  adopting  the  Union  between  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land. When  the  Queen  of  England  fent  a  meffage  to  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England  on  the  fubje£l  of  the  Union,  Her  Majefty  fent  alfo 
a  fimilar  meflage  to  the  Parliament  of  Scotland.  But  we  have 
many  records,  by  which  we  may  direft  our  proceedings.  The 
meafure  of  a  Union  with  Scotland  had  been  fo  often  in  contempta- 
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tfon,  that  the  general  plan  required  little  amendment,  k  had  beefi 
propofed  in  the  days  of  James  the  Ftrft,  in  thofe  of  Charles  the 
Tirfi,  in  thofc  of  the  Ufurper  Cromwell,  afterwards  by  William, 
and  hAIy  by  Anne.  It  never  was  offered  in  the  one  Parliament, 
without  at  the  fame  time  recommending  it  to  the  otbt'r. 

In  confidering  the  qucftton  of  an  incorporating  Union  of  the  two 
Legiflatures  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  it  is  impoflSble,  in  every 
vie^  of  the  fobjed,  not  to  turn  one's  eyes  to  the  ftate  of  Scotlafui 
before  and  (ince  the  Union,  and  to  contemplate  the  advantages 
which  have  refulted  from  rt  to  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom. 
This  part  of  the  fubjed^  would  lead  into  fuch  a  length  of  detail,  k 
is  impoflible  to  purfue  it  fully,  without  wearing  out  the  attention 
and  patience  of  the  Houfe.  I  muft,  therefore,  content  myfelf  with 
feferrifig  to  a  few  general  heads,  which  will  flrike  more  forcibly 
by  putting  them  in  a  comparative  view  of  what  they  were  at  tht 
Union,  and  what  they  are  now  ;■    ■  ■  ■ 

COMPARATIVE    VIEW. 

Shipping    in   1692     -     8,618  tons,  value    -  £.  25,854 

Ditto    -    in   1792  -   162,274  tons,  value  ^.  1,298^192 
Leith  -     -    in  1692     -      1,702  tons 

Ditto    -    in   1792     -   18,468  tons 
Scotch  Linen       1700   1,000,000  yards  for  fale 

Ditto    -    in   179623,102,404 
Cuftoms  at  the  Union     £,  34,000 

t)ltto    -    in   1798       284,577    '  ^ 

£xdife  at  the  Union      -       33f5oo 

Ditto    -    in   1798       851,775 
l^opulation      in   1755   1,265,000        ' 

Ditto     •   in    1795    1,534,000  , 

Clafg5w  popufation     1 
from  17011017x0]  ^'^ 

Ditto    -    in   1798     -   77,042 

From  this  ftatertent  the  happy  cflefls  of  the  Union  arc  evident^. 
I  wi(h  particularly  to  imprefift  upon  the  minds  of  thofe  who  oppofe 
the  meafure,  the  wonderfol  increafc  of  the  Scots-Linen  Trade*  This 
i  am  the  more  eager  to  notice,  a's  the  Linen  is  the  prefent  (fapie 
mfinufi6lure  of  Ireland  ;  atid  a  celebrated  charader  in  that  country 
has  thought  himfelf  warfatited  to  dcfcend  fo  far  as  to  endeavour  r6 
create  an  alafrm  on'  that  fubjeft.  At  the  nme  of  the  Unfon,  thak 
trade  in  Scotland  amounted  to  about  one  railHoh  yards ;  but  by  the 
feftering  oareof  the  United  Parrmments,  and  from  a  ben^n  confafr 
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ibtioh  of  th^  Ihterifts  of  both  kingdoms,  t^  had  Tncreaied  to  the 
quantity  of  t#chty- three  ttilKons,  manufactured  itt  the  year  i79'6« 

Thdc  itnprovements  and  Iricrcafe  of  trad6  were  not  confined  to 
any  particular  part  of  Stoifland.  They  w^re  cfxpericnced  in  ^vcry 
tornc^  of  k ;  afid  there  is  riot  liow  an  ihhabitant  of  any  fpo<  in  all 
Scotla'iild  who  Has  not  caufe  to  rejoice  at  the  event. 

Many  nWelancholy  piClureS)  in  the  (hape  of  prophecies,  were  prc- 
fented  to  the  public  view  on  that  memorable  occafion.  Amoi^g 
tKhei  hltc  prrophectesy  permit  me  to  make  a  few  reinarks  on  tfiht 
celebrated  fpeech  of  Lord  Belhaven  : 

*  I  think  I  fee/  exchirtiedf  his  Lordftifp,  *  a  na,tional  church 
•  voluntarily  deTccnding  vtpon  an  equal  level  with  Jews,  Papifts,'  &*c. 
Now  to  prove  hh  Lordftiip  a  falfe  prophet  in  this,  I  not  only  think 
I  fee,  feut  I  a(StuaIly  do  fee,  that  very  National  Church,  founded 
uport  a  firm  ibundatibn,  at  the  diftance  of  ninety  years  from  the 
paffing  of  the  A6k  of  Union  ;  and  that  very  National  Church  fo 
'^rmiy  ftcured  in  all  her  privileges,  that  it  is  very  likely  (he  wiil 
continue  to  poflTefs  them,  unimpaired,  for  ever!  In  truth,  her 
fimpliiity  and  her  poverty  will  remain  to  her  an  impregnable  fccu* 
rity  againft  the  plunder  and  rapine  of  all  ruffian  hands ! 

^  I  think  I  fee,'  continues  his  Lord(hip,  *  the  noble  and  ho« 
^  nouraUe  Peerage  of  Scotland,  now  diveAed  of  their  followers  and 
'  vaflfalages,  and  put  even  on  an  equal  footing  with  thei^  own  very 
'  vaflfals.'  If  the  Union  has  had  a  tendency  to  break  afunder  the 
bands  of  feudal  vaflalage,  which  prevailed  to  too  great  an  excefs  in 
that  country,  wife  and  virtuous  nien  will  not  be  difpored"  to  confider 
this  as  one  of  the  evil  oonfequences  to  be  lamented  In  the  formation 
of  al  Legiflative  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms.  As  to  the  Peerage  of 
Scotland,  confldered  as  a  body  in  the  State,  it  may  be  true  they  fuf- 
fered  fonie  tranfitory  mortifications  in  confequence  of  the  Union ; 
but  I  believe  there  is  no  candid  or  good  man  in  that  whole  refpcc- 
table  body  who  would  with  to  change  their  prefent  fituation  fof  all 
the  pomp  and  poverty  they  enjoyed  previous  to  the  Union. 

*  «  I  think  1  fee,'  adds  hi^  Lord(hip,  *  the  Royal  State  of  Bn. 

*  roughs  walking  their  defolate  ftreets,'  &c.  On  the  contrary,  I 
fee  that'  the  Boroughs,  inftead  of  being  defolated,  are  moft  of  theni 
ten  times  improved  in  population,  in  induftry,  and  in  wealth !  To 
prove  this,  it  is  only  nticeffary  to  mention  the  names  of  Edinburgh, 
Glafgovt^,  Aderdecn,  Perth,  Montrofe,  Dundee ;  and,  in  ftiort^  every 
other  town  of  aiiy  namrf  oi'  ctohfequencc  in  that'part  of  the  united 
kingdom. 

*  I  think  I  fte' oor  IftahicJrf  Judges,'  continues  Lbrd  Bclhavca/"'^''^ 

*  laying  afidc  thcii'  prsCdUces  atid  decifioris,   ftudying  the  comcff 
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<  law  of  England/  &c.  Now  I  fice  no  foch  viobdon  •r  altention 
of  the  municipal  law  of  Scotland^  which  u  as  purely  adminiftcred 
now  as  it  was  before  the  Union  took  place*  But  altbot^  the 
Scotch  Judges  do  not  ftudy  the  common  law  of  England^  by  way  of 
introducing  it  into  their  courts,  I  certainly  muft  do  my  Lord  Bel- 
haven  the  judtce  to  acknowledge,  that  at  all  times  the  northern 
part  of  the  ifland  has  produced  fome  of  the  brighteft  luminaries  of 
the  law  of  England,  who  never  would  have  emblazoned  Weft- 
minfler-hall  with  their  tranfcendant  talents,  had  not  the  Union 
taken  place  between  England  and  Scotland. 

*  I  think  I  fee,'  adds  his  Lord(hip,  '  the  valiant  and  gallant 

*  foldiery  of  Scotland,  all  their  old  corps  broke  up,  the  common  fol- 
'  diers  left  to  beg,  and  the  youngeft  Englifli  corps  kept  ftanding.* 
Now  I  do  fee,  that  the  natives  of  Scodand,  both  in  the  anny  and 
the  navy,  from  the  common  foldier,  and  the^  man  before  the  maft, 
to  the  General  in  the  field,  and  the  Admiral  on  the  ocean,  inftead  of 
being  worfe  treated  than  the  Engliih,  are  put  upon  the  moft  equity 
able  footing  with  the  foldiers  and  the  faiiors  of  this  prt  of  the  united 
kingdom,  according  to  their  refpedive  merits !  I  do  fee  nothii^ 
but  the  moll  liberal  rewards  and  provifions  made  for  the  Scotifh, 
as  well  as  the  Ei^lifh  hero ;  both  of  whom  have  confolidated  their 
ftrengtht  by  a  politic  and  glorious  Union,  for  the  general  benefit  of 
every  part  of  the  Britith  empire ! 

\  I  think  I  fee,'  continues  this  noble  falfe  prophet,  '  the  hcxieft 

*  indudriuus  tradcfman  drinking  water  in  place  of  ale;  eadi^  his 

*  faltlcfs  pottage,  and  petitioning  in  vain  for  encouragement  co  his 

*  manufadories  ! ' — The  increafe  of  excife,  in  Scotland,  Gnce  the 
time  of  the  Union,  is  certainly  no  proof  that  this  part  of  the  pro* 
phecy  has  been  fulfilled  ;  or  that  water  has  become  the  beverage  of 
the  people  of  Sc  tland.  But  I  need  not  enlarge  on  this  topic 
The  revcrfe  of  the  prophecy  is  notorioufly  the  truth,  in  every 
refpedl. 

*  I  think  I   fee  the  laborious  ploughman,'  adds  this  vifionary, 

*  with  his  corn  fpoiling  upon  his  hands,    for  want  of  fale,  curfing 

*  the  day  of  his  birth/ &c.-— Now  I  do  fee,  on  the  contrary,  the 
mere  ploughman  enjoying  treble  wages,  and  treble  comforts ;  while 
liis  mafter,  the  farmer,  inftead  of  his  corn  fpoiling  upon  his  hands^ 
for  want  of  fale,  reaps  fuch  profits  from  its  immediate  ialc,  as 
enables  him  to  live  almoft  upon  an  equal  fbodng,  in  point  of  eveiy 
focial  enjoyment,  with  even  the  hereditary  landed  gendeman,  the 
pottcttoT  of  the  foil  itfelf ! 

'  I  think  I  fee,'  continues  his  Lord(hip»  ^  the  pretty  dau^iters 
^  of  our  landed  ^entlemenj  jpeudooiiig  for  want  Qf  buibands^  an(l 
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'  thdr  fons  for  want  of  employnient.' — Now  I  do  fee,,  and  I  be- 
lieve every  one  in  this  Houfe  fees,  that  the  pretty  daughters  of  the 
Scotch  nobility  and  gentry,  fo  far  from  petitioning  for  hufbands, 
bear,  at' the  prefent  moment,  a  very  high  premium  in  the  hymeneal 
•  market  of  the  Englifii  ariftocracy !       / 

I  need  not  enlarge  on  a  topic  which  is  proved  to  every  man*s  ob* 
fervation,  by  the  examples  daily  pafling  before  th«m.  In  truth, 
nothing,  has  tended  more  to  accelerate  the  happy  connexion  which 
now  fubfifts  between  the  two  parts  of  the  ifland,  than  the  intcrcourfe 
of  friendfliip,  habits,  and  aflfcAion,  artfing  from  the  union  of  the 
beauty,  wealth,  and  talents,  produced  by  the  intermarriage  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  oppolite  fides  of  the  Tweed.  And  as  to  their  fons 
petitioning  for  want  of  employment,  let  me  do  juftice  to  this  liberal 
nation  by  declaring,  that  we  need  only  look  into  every  profcffion  in 
life,  from  the  Scotch  gardener,  baker,  and  hair-drefier ;  up  to  the 
Scotch  merchant,  the  Scotch  phyfician,  the  Scotch  general,  the 
Scotch  admiral,  and  the  Scotch  lawyer  ;  to  prove,  that,  (ince  the 
Union,  merit  has  been  eqMally  rewarded  throughout  the  whole 
ifland,  whether  its  pofleflbr  was  rocked  in  his  cradle  on  the  fouth,  or 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  Tweed  ! 

The  noble  Lord  concludes  this  prophetic  reverie,  with  an  allu- 
fion  to  the  death  of  Julius  Caefar,  which  he  compares  to  the  murder 
of  Mother  Caledonia^  by  her  own  fons  in  the  Scotilh  Parliament. 
The  comparifon  is  fo  wild  and  inapt  in  all  its  parts,  that  it  would 
be  a  wafte  of  time  to  purfue  it.  If  the  Scotch  Parliament  had 
been  fuch  a  tyrant  as  the  comparifon  would  fuppofe,  there  was  real 
patriotifm  in  her  inftant  annihilation.  But  in  juftice  to  the  memory 
of  my  anceftors,  I  difclaim  any  fuch  charge,  as  imputable  to  the  an- 
cient  Scotilh  Legiflature.  Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  of  pe* 
rufing  the  a£ls  and  regulations  of  the  Scotch  Parliament,  will  find  a 
fund  of  much  wifdom  and  good  policy  to  admire.  But  the  Union 
of  the  two  kingdoms  is  ill  underfiood,  and  ill  defended,  by  thofe 
who  conceive  that  it  proceeded  either  from  want  of  wifdom,  or  want 
of  virtue  in  the  Scotch  Parliament :  it  proceeded  from  a  principle 
of  rendering  the  exertions  of  its  Members  more  extenfively  ufeful, 
by  enlarging  its  functions ;  and  making  them,  as  they  now  are, 
(Iiarers  in  the  deliberations  of  that  Legiflature,  which  is  the  only 
truly  exalted  Aflembly,  for  the  rational  and  pra6tical  freedom,  for 
the  fecurity  and  the  felicity  of  man,  on  the  whole  furface  of  the 
habitable  globe  1 

Confidering  thefe  hiflorical  fads,  the  people  of  Scotland  facri- 
fked  much  more  than  what  is  now  required  from  Ireland  ;  and  I 
believe  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Grey}  wiU  admit,  that  the 
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beft  that  can .  be  ^vcn  to  die  repeated  queffion  I  have  already 
mentioned. 

With  refped,  Sir,  to  the  fate  of  the  propofitions  in  17859  fi» 
much  fpoken  of,  the  commercial  benefits  then  tendered  to  Ireland 
were  rejected  on  the  fame  miftaken  grounds  that  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons fet  their  face  againft  the  prefent  meafure — They  thought  thai 
the  fourth  propofition  encroached  upon  their  independence,  and  in 
confequence  refufed  great  commercial  advantages.  This  confidera* 
tion,  I  think,  brings  the  queftion  between  the  two  countries  to  a 
£iir  iflue.  Is  Ireland  to  be  confidered  in  a  better  fituation  with 
her  prefent  feparate  Legiflature,  and  deprived  of  thefe  manifold 
commercial  advantages  ;  or  with  her  Legiilature  incorporated  with 
that  of  Great  Britain,  with  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  thofe  commer- 
cial benefits,  and  the  various  other  advantages  in  a  view  of  power, 
confequence,  and  refpedability,  as  muft  refult  to  Ireland,  when 
thoroughly  united  with  Great  Britain  ?  This  is  the  true  qucfiion 
to  be  confidered  by  the  Iri(h  :  for  my  part,  I  have  not  a  doubt  upon 
the  point—the  latter  fituation  would  be  decidedly  to  the  advantage 
of  Ireland. 

Great  flrefs,  Sir,  has  al(b  been  laid,  by  an  honourable  gentleman 
on. the fettlement  in  1782,  ^hich  has  been  called  a  Final  Adjuft- 
ment.  I  (hall  not  cavil  about  words,  but  I  contend  that  much  of 
the  argument  founded  upon  that  proceeding,  as  ufed  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  was  thrown  away,  as  inapplicable  to  the  prefent 
queftion.  Indeed,  I  might  call  it  on  his  part  as  fightii^  with  a 
(hadow.  The  quefiion  at  iflfue.  Sir,  I  muft  again  repeat  it,  is  be- 
tween the  benefits  and  advantages,  take  them  all  in  all,  derivable  to 
Ireland  from  her  prefent  feparate  Legiflature,  or  thofe  from  an  in- 
corporated Union  ;  and  I  muft  again  proteft^againft  the  idea,  that 
any  thing  in  the  prefent  proceedings  is  any  ways  hoftile  or  deroga- 
tory to  the  acknowledged  independence  of  Ireland.  The  very  mode 
of  putting  the  prefent  queftion  to  their  Parliament,  implies  its  Le- 
giflative  Independence. 

Much,  if  not  the  chief  ftrefs  of  the  arguments  urged  by  thofe 
who  oppofe  this  meafure,  has  been  laid  on  the  oppofition  which  has 
been  made  to  it  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.  But  when  circom- 
fiances  are  attended  to,  I  cannot  refrain  from  ftating,  that  this  view 
of  the  fubjed  is  given  in  very  erroneous  colours.  Two  tftates  of 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  the  King  and  the  Lords,  have  pointedly 
exprefied  xhty  defire  that  the  fubjed  (hould  be  entertained  and  con- 
fidered ;  and  the  contrary  opinion  has  been  carried  only  t^  a  very 
narrow  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Under  fuch  circumr- 
ihnces,  it  is  idle  to  talk  of  this  as  a  folemn  decifion  of  Parliamenr. 
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fiut  if  it  had  been  tndd^d  to  that  appellationi  it  would  not  have 
alteicd  my  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  Houfe  conliderii^ 
the  queftion,  and  taking  the  moft  ef&Aual  means  of  bringing  it 
again  and  again  under  the  coniideration  of  die  Irifli  nation.     Sound"^ 
rafon  and  good  fenfe  will  ultimately  prevail ;  and  I  cannot  help 
aiigiiiing  well  to-thc  ultimate  fuccefs  of  the  meafure,  as  eiTential  to 
die  happinefs  of  Ireland,  when  I  contemplate  die  clamour  and  vio- 
latice  by  which  the  confideration  of  it  has  been  refilled.     Thefe  are 
Hot  the  weapons  by  whi^h  truth  and  folid  reafoning  maintain  their 
ent^pire  over  the  hearts  and  underftandings  of  men.     Cool  confider- 
atton,  and  fober  reafoning,  are  the  arms  by  which  the  caufe  of  truth 
is  fupported,  and  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  thefe  weapons,  properly 
ufed,  will  ultimately  fuccced  againft  all  the  clamour  and  prejudice 
chat  can  be  adduced  agsunft  them. 

I  belike  there  is  no  candid  and  rational  man  who  is  at  prefent 
dlfpofed  to  difpute,  that  a  fyftem  of  excife  is  the  lead  expenfive  and 
mofl  effedual  mode  by  which  a  great  revenue  can  be  cdleded  in 
any  country.  But  it  is  in  the  memory  of  living  men,  and  within 
the  reading  of  us  all,  widi  what  obloquy  the  firft  authors  of  that  great 
iyflem  were  loaded  on  its  firft  introdudion.  But  the  folid  under- 
(landing  of  mankind  at  lad  prevailed. 

In  this,  as  in  almoft  every  other  part  of  this  fubjeA,  I  muft  re- 
fer the  re€6lle€lion  of  the  Houfe  to  what  paffed  in  Soodand  on  occa- 
lion  of  the  Union  6f  that  kingdom  with  England. 

When  gentlemen  pretended  to  think  lightly  of  the  Sacrifices  of 
Scotland  compared  with  thofe  of  Ireland,  let  them  recdledl,  that 
Ireland  had  not  for  many  centuries  been  free  6t  independent  of 
England,  bat  that  Scotland  ntuer  was  completely  fubdued  or  under 
the  control  of  England  ;  that  Scodand  gave  up,  what  Ireland  cannot 
give  up,  an  independent  Parliament  of  King^  J^iOrds,  and  Com- 
mons ;  and  that  Scotland  gave  up,  what  Ireland  cannot  giyt  up,  an 
independent -znA  feparate  crown  ! 

The  Soots  undoubtedly  furtendered  thefe  honours  at  the  time 
iMth  rdudance,  and  evinced  the  greateft  hoftility  to  the  Union, 
until  experience  had  made  her  acquainted  with  its  Ueffings.  I  can- 
not. Sir,  help  noticing  the  vaft  unpopularity  of  the  Duke  of  Queenf- 
berry  and  6ther  Commiffioners  in  favour  of  the  Union,  while  the 
seal  and  adivity  of  the  Diike  of  Hamilton  and  Lord  Belhaven  were 
the  theme  of  every  tongue.  The  Duke  ofX^cettlberry,  the  no- 
bleman who  look  the  moft  adive  part  in  'carr}'ing  the  meafure  into 
€fie£t,  and  was  Her  Majefty 's  Coihmiflioner  for  the  purpofe^  nar- 
rowly eleaped,  in  feveral  inflances,  with  his  life.  The  'Dtike  of 
Hamilton^  the  patriot  of  that  day,  the  moft  violent  oppofer  of  the 
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meafure,  was  applauded  to  the  ikies  for  his  condad  by  the  popu- 
lace—they regularly  chaired  him  from  his  apartments  in  Holyrood 
Houfe  to  the  Parliament  Houfe,  jufl  as  the  Dublin  mob  lately  did 
the  Speaker  of  the  Irifl)  Houfe  of  Commons,  exclaiming,  in  their 
mad  career :  "  God  blefs  your  Grace  !"  But  thofc  who  had  been 
fo  much  reviled,  and  had  fo  nobly  withftood  the  ftorms  and  tem- 
pefts  of  the  times,  had  the  confolation  to  live  and  witnefs  the  po- 
pularity of  that  meafure  for  which  they  were  condemned.  The 
Union  foon  became  fo  popular,  that  the  Prejender,  having  pledged 
himfelf  to  a  repeal  of  the  AA  of  Union,  excited  fucha  fermentation 
ggainft  him,  that  he  was  obliged  to  expunge  this  promife  from  bis 
'manifefto ! 

This  change  of  fentiment  happened  in  the  year  1 7 1 5>  eight 
years  after  the  Union ;  and  it  ought  to  afford  a  falutary  leiTon  to 
thofe  falfe  patriots  who  chufe  to  reft  their  characters  andT  fame  on 
the  (hort-lived  clamours  of  the  day ;  and  it  ouglit  to  a(&rd  a  heart- 
felt confolation  to  thofe  who  have  the  magnanimity  to  difdain  fuch 
mean  and  paltry  arts,  trufling  that  their  real  patriotifm,  founded  on 
9  confiderationf  of  the  true  interefts  of  their  country,  will  not  fail 
ultimately  to  fecure  to  them  that  folid  ahd  permanent  fame  which  is 
fdone  worthy  of  polfcffing. 

Another  argument.  Sir,  I  wifli  to  fubmit  to  your  confideration  in 
Avour  of  the  Union.  If  it  be  true,  as  inlided  upon  by  Mr.  O'Con- 
nor, in  his  evidence,  that  the  people  of  England,  according  to  their 
prefent  forni  of  Government,  have  no  caufc  9f  complaint,  when 
Compared  with  the  (late  and  fufferings  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  then 
it  confequcntly  follows,  that  a  Union  between  the  two  nations, 
founded  on  principles  of  common  freedom,  and  common  imereft, 
will  at  once  remove  every  caufe  of  grievance  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland.  By  the  participation  of  the  freedom  of  Britons,  by 
Che  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  privileges  attached  to  a  member  of 
'  fuch  an  honourable  community,  the  Government  of  this  country 
endeavours  to  deflroy  the  hopes  of  the  enemy,  and  to  flrengthcn  and 
tonfolidate  the  interefts  of  the  empire.  If  it  be  true,  as  generally 
tcknowiedged,  that  the  poor  of  Ireland  experience  all  the  miferies 
Concomitant  to  a  (late  of  want  and  wretchednefs,  then  it  follows, 
that  their  participation  of  the  pritileges  of  Britons,  will  roufe  and 
animate  to  laudable  exertions  that  ufeful  defcription  of  our  fellow 
lubjedls  in  the  lifter  kingdom.  That  liberty  which  awakened  the 
eommercial  enterprifeof  Scotland-^that  liberty  which  expanded  its 
genius  in  the  mod  honourable  purfuits — that  liberty  which  con- 
fiirmcd  every  fentiment  which  can  dignify  human  nature,  will,  Sir» 
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I  am  furc,  have  the  fame  happy  influence  on  the  people  of  Ireland, 
conn^6^cd  with  us  by  the  deareft  reciprcxral  obligations. 

There  are  certain  gentlemen,  who  had  the  hardihood  to  main- 
tain, that  the  advocates  for  an  Union  wete  enemies  to  the  peace  of 
Ireland  ;  but  fure  I  am,  Sir,  that'  no  arguments  can  be  more  futile 
or  abfurd.  The  introdudion  of  that  frccdon  into  the  variout 
claflesof  Irt*land,^hich  was  the  admiration,  aud  fecmed  the  pane- 
gyric of  ah  Eurtpe,  was  no  indicuion  of  the  hoftility  of  the  Go- 
vcrnmenr  of  Great  Britain  :  it  would  be  a  partncrfhip,  which 
would  difFufe  anti  extend  irs  political  and  commercial  advantages  to 
the  remoteft  corners  of  the  globe— it  would  fijon  diffipate  all  idle 
and  illiberal  jcaloufies — it  wDuld  allay  the  apprehenfions  of  the  rtal 
friends  of  both  counrriis ,  and,  by  an  equality  of  rights,  infufe  into 
the  imperial  fpirit  that  noble  emulation  of  mind  which  is  the  fource 
of  every  excellence. 

There  arc  no  finifter  arts,  as  fome  malignantly  infinuate,  adopted 
for  the  attainment  of  the  grand  objefl  of  our  difcuffion.  There  arc 
.no  meafures  of 'corned  Ifion,  as  the  enemies  of  the  meafure  affirm,  in 
fhe'cdntcmplationof  th'ofc  in  power.  I  wi(h.  Sir,  to  convince,  not 
toi' intimidate,  the  pfea{>te  of  IrelandX  The  fyftem,of  terror,  fo often 
enforced  by  the  common  enemy,  tharik^God;  is'no  part  of  the  policy 
of  the  Briti(h  Government.  Adopting  expedients^  of  Icrtity  and 
perfoafion,  we  addrefs  ourfclves  to  the  liberality  and  wifdom  of  the  , 
Irifh  nation.  They  know  the  finccrity  of  our  friendfhip  ;  they 
know  alfo  the  bitter  malignity  of  that  foreign  power,  which,  like 
the  rattlefnake,  firft  endeavours  to  charm  and  then  deflroy.  But, 
Sir,  I  thought  that  the  eyes  of  every  British  fubjeft  were  at  laft 
opened  to  the  treachery  of  the  common  enemy  of  mankind  >  and 
forty  am  I  to  find,  that  the  very  enemy  now  fo  generally  execrated, 
compliments  the  people  of  Ireland,  by  allcdging,  that  there  is  a 
fpirit  of  credulity  in  the  Irifh  fyftem,  which  will  admit  of  the 
groffcft  deception  frofn  thofe  who  have  fworn  to  overthrow  any  g^ 
vcrnmcnt  founded  in  jufficc  and  humanity. 

With  regard  to  the  final  adjuAment  of  the  year  1782,  it  was  a 
mifapplication  of  terms  to  call  it  final.  It  was  alfo  to  little  purpoie 
to  recur  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  G rattan,  or  the  feritimcnts  he  ex- 
prefled  on  the  fubjedtof  that  arrangement,  and  the  debates  tlut  pre- 
ceded it.  Mr.  Grattan,  on  that  occafion,  was  known  to  have  been 
only  the  mouth- piece  of  the  Volunteers.  The  whole  of  the  bufinefs 
was  evidently  done  in  a  harry,  and  could  only  be  confidcrcd*  as  a 
temporary  expedient'to  ferve  the  porpofes  and  exigencies  of  the  mo- 
itient^  not  as  a  matter  to  which  (lability  or  permanency  was  likely  to 
be  attached.     However  that  might  be,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
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had  afcemards  Aicceeded  in  obtaining  everjr  thing  it  defired  ;  and 
he  was  fo  far  from  denying  a  particle  of  its  independence,  that  he  ad- 
mitted it  in  its  fulleft  extent,  and  even  founded  upon  it  no  fmall 
(Mirt  of  his  *prefent  arguments.  Sir,  had  the  adjuftment  in  1 782 
not  taken  t  place,  the  fituadon  in  which  Ireland  would  then  ftand 
might  have  aflbrded  an  argument  againft  the  prefent  meafure,  be* 
caufe  then  the  Sifter  Parliament  could  not,  in  ftridnefs,  be  faid  to 
treat  frirly  ;  but  its  independence,  at  the  prefent  time,  gave  it  the 
fame  competency  to  treat  that  was  pofieffed  by  the  Parlianient  of 
Great  Britain. 

If,  however,  upon  refleftion,  the  Iri(h  Legiflature  (hould  not  be 
convinced  of  the  utility  and  neceffity  of  the  projefied  Union,  there 
was  an  end  of  the  plan,  and  it'muft  retain  that  degree  of  indqien«> 
dence  which  it  preferred  to  the  numerous-and  important  advantages 
which  were  held  out  to  it.  The  diviiion  in  Ireland,  I  admit,  was 
hitherto  fo  apparently  hoftile  to  the  propofal,  that  it  was  nearly  de- 
rided that  it  (hould  not  be  even  entertained  or  difcufled.  But  gen- 
tlemen feemed  to  infiAuate  an  apprehenfion,  that  it  was  to  be  si- 
timidated  and  bullied  into  it.  The  Adminiftrationof  this  Country, 
in  Ae  mod  full  and  unqualtlied  manner,  difdaimed  the  idea  of  any 
Aich  intentions.  Whatever  tnight  be  the  general  opitmm,  or  the 
prejudice  againft  it,  now  in  the  heat  and  violence  of  the  ftiomeAt, 
zACmg  from  national  pride,  .and  a  variety  of  other  motives,  I  make 
no  doubt  but,  were  the  meftfure  adopted,  in  lefs  than  ei^t  years 
that  country,  like  Scotland,  would  be  fully  reconciled  and  convinced 
•of  its  utility. 

Among  other  arguMents  againft  the  Legiflative  Union,  ^as  ^n 
appeal  to  the  national  pride  of  Ireland.  By  thofe  ftrenuous  Of^ 
nents  of  the  meafure,  it  was  alledged,  that  the  Parliament  and 
Peopleof  Ireland  wo^ld  be  degraded.  Here  again  I  muft  tefcTf 
Sir,  to  thofe  ftubborn  fads  recorded  in  the  page  of  hiftory.  By  a 
happy  combination  of  wifdom  and  humanity,  die  Heptarchy  was 
overturned,  and  an  empire  eftabliftied  on  principles  of  found  policy. 
The*Prince  who  acconf»pli(hed  this  grand  objeft  certainly  merits  the 
higheft^  enc6mium  for  the  operations  of  juflice  and  humanity.  But 
Twifli,  Sir,to  put  it  to  the  conicience  and  feelings  of  thofe  con- 
verfant  with  hiftory,  if  they  think  that  the  various  interefts  were  in- 
jured or  degraded  by  the  appellation  or  privileges  of  EnglKhmen  ? 
The  people  bf  the  Seven  United  States  or  Nations  were  neither  de- 
bafed  norenflaved  by  the  confolidation  of  their  interefts  under  one 
imperial  management  or  difedlion.  The  Welchman,  a  brave  afKl 
generous  chamber,  neither  feels  himfelf  enflavcd  nor  degraded  by  a 
confolidation  of  intereft  and  freedom ;  aftd  fure  I  am^  Sir>  that 


Fm.  7.3  DEBATES.  .      717 

the  Scotchman  is  a£h2ated  by  too  noble  and  generous  principles  to 
entertain  for  a  moment  fuch  an  opinion.  From  thefe  fitfis,  I  hope, 
therefore,  I  may  aflume»  as  a  natural  conclufion,  that  as  former 
parts  of  the  empire  found  neither  injury  nor  inconvenience  In  a 
Union,  that  Ireland,  as  ibon  as  prejudice  and  paffion  have  fublided, 
urill  be  equally  harmonious  to  the  happincfs  of  the  community. 
Such  a  ftate  of  Union  would  appear  Invincible  to  the  common 
enemy,  vrho,  in  the  career  of  his  conquefls,  not  only  robs  indi- 
viduals of  their  property,  but  perverts  and  defiroys  the  lalutary  ia- 
llitutions  of  the  nation  with  which  be  pretends  to  fratemife.  A  na- 
tional mind,  united  according  to  the  principles  now  recommended, 
and  a  public  fosce  thus  concentrated,  would  be  capable  of  repelling 
the  attacks  of  the  moft  formidable  enemy >  however  ftrongly  ipapelled 
by  the  new  dodrines,  and  however  animated  by  the  fertile  genius  of 
innovation* 

I  have  already  hadoccafion  to  advert,  in  one  point  of  view,  to 
the  argument,  that  we  fliould  proceed  no  farther  in  the  bufinefs  after 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland  had  expreffed  its  repugnance  to 
it  in  fo  luiequivocal  a  manner.  1  have  only  farther  to  &y,  that  no 
decifion  of  that  Houfe  (hall  deter  me,  and  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  from  telling  and  explaining  to  the  People  and  Parliament 
of  Ireland,  in  as  much  detail  as  potEble,  what  the  propolab  were 
which  we  were  defirous  to  fubmit  to  their  cool  and  difpaffionate  con- 
iideration.  The  Iri(h  Houfe  of  Commons  has  exprefled  what 
they  think  of  a  Union ;  and  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  tell  what  we  think 
of  it  alfo :  for  this  reafon  it  is,  that  I  ftrenuoufly  contend  for  going 
into  the  Committee,  that  the  whole  people  of  both  kingdoms  may 
know  what  is  the  real  bafis  on  which  we  wifh  to  treat.  In  this  way 
only  can  we  hope  to  baffle  the  various  mifrcprefentations  which  are 
induftrioudy  propagated  on  this  momentous  bufinefs.  I  am  the 
more  defirous  of  it,  becaufe  I  contend,  the  honourable  gentlemen, 
who  lay  fo  much  ftrefs  on  the  decifion  of  the  Commons  of  Ireland, 
carry  the  conclufion  firom  that  circumftance  much  farther  than  they 
are  warranted.  Even  the  Iri(h  Houfe  of  Commons  have  not  faid 
that  they  will  never  agitate  the  bufinefs  again  \  it  would,  indeed, 
have  been  ftrange  if  they  had  done  fo.  After  the  decifion  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  an  attempt  was  made  to  carry  a  refolution  for 
fetting  the  quefiion  afide  altogether  by  an  honourable  Member  (Mr. 
G.  Ponfonby),  whofe  motion  the  Houfe  thought  proper  to  rejed. 
[//  WMs  here  remarked  acrofs  the  table ^  that  the  mctiM  was  not  re-- 
je^eJf  hut  withdrawn]  This  difference  in  the  term.  Sir,  makes 
but  very  little  alteration  in  the  (late  of  the  (aA  ;  for  it  is  very  well 
known,  that  gentlemen,  warmly  embarked  in  firong  party  queiUons, 
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are  not  very  Irkely  to  withdraw  them,  unlefs  the  difpoiition  of  tbe 
Houfe  indicates  that,  if  preffed,  they  will  be  rejc^ed -*  fuch»  no 
douhr,  is  the  cafe  in  the  inllance  alluded  to.  The  honourable  gen* 
flcman  fucceedcd  in  his  oppornii>n  to  the  addrefs,  but  he  failed  in  the 
motion  with  which  he  attcrrpted  to  follow  it. 

All  that  is  at  prcfent  propofcd,  I  again  ftate,  is  togivethc  People 
and  Pirliimv nt  of  IrclanJ  time  and  opportunity  to  know  and  con- 
fiJer  wh.it  the  En^irllin  P.uliaineni  is  willing  to  (hare  with  thcniy 
v/i(hout  attempting  the  fmallci^  interference  wi;h  their  inJc- 
pend'cnce.  ^  • 

Manv  ohjc'^ion?,  SV,  have  been  made  to  the  time  of  brini^irtg 
forward  thcfe  prop^luloris,  as  if  ic  we're  the  worft  and  moTt  unfcafon- 
ablc  that  could  I'cfi'.tly  he  fckcted.  It  is,  however,  agrtcd  on  all 
hanfts,  that  the  llruation  of  Iitlnnd  is  truly  alarming  ;  that  it  is  . 
ihrrn'^cncd  wirh  tiu*  jiredtcll  dangt  s  ;  and  rhnt  To  avert  thcrr  rc- 
qmrcs  the  fullcft  attcnrion,  and  the  utinoft  exertions  of  Govern- 
ment. Thvi  only  diiftrcncc  of  opinion,  therefore,  is,  wiih  respect 
to  the  mcjhs  bv  uiiich  the  evils  can  be  remedied.  The  Ad"  inilVa- 
tion  of  tl'is  Country  propofes  a  Union,  as  the  only  fure  j^nj  trfec- 
tu;d  means  of  affording  it  tranquillity  at  home  and  fccuiicy  trom 
external  attacks.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  though  a  Union 
v/As  objc^led  to,  no  other  remcHv  has  been  offered.  For  my  part, 
I  conceive  that  there  is  a  peculiar  piopiii  rv  in  hrin^in^  forward 
the  propofal  at  this  very  critical  time,  w^itn  ihc  reports  of  both 
Houfes  of  ParliameiNt  in  Ireland  afforded  irrctrsgable  demr.nftra- 
tion,  that  there  ftili  exifts  amongft  them  a  deep  and  formidable  con- 
fpifacy  to  feparatc  that  kingdom  from  Great  Biiiidn,  and  totally  dc- 
ftroy  all  friendly  cnnnec^^lion  between  them.  What  then  are  the 
beft  means  to  meet  and  defeat  the  ends  of  this  confpiracy,  and  dif- 
appoint  the  hep  s  of  thofe  by  whom  it  is  fupported  and  fomented? 
I  know  of  no  mode  of  effectually  doing  fo,  but  to  cement  and 
confplidate,  in:o  one  powetful  and  irrcfilViblc  body,,  the  ftrcngth  of 
the  whole  empire,  by  a  Union  of  the  two  Legiflatures. 

The  limilarityof  the  circumllanccs  induces  me  again  to  recur  to 
the  oppt)riiion,  fo  frequently  and  ftrcnuoufly  given,,  to  the  propofal 
of  a  Union  with  S^roiland.  In  various  periods  of  our  Hiffory  21^- 
tempts  hjd  been  made  to  effeduate  this  favourite  objedl,  arui  as 
freqjenrly  frutUated.  -I  lliall  fhortly  glance  over  the  hiftory  of 
tbet'c  attempts,  'beginning  with  that  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  who 
offered  his  duughtcr  Mary  to  James  the  Fifth  of  Scotland,    holdii^g  i 

out  fuch  inducements  as  the  Scotifli  King  was  inclined  to  liften  to  ;  1 

but  the  plan  was  defeated  by  the  intrigues  of  the  Frenijh  ainJ  the 
Popifli  fa.6Uon,     Edward  the  Sixth  of  England^  in  purfuance  of  his 
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father's  defign,  ofFered  himfelf  to  Mary  Qiieeri  of  Scotland  ;  and 
though  it  was  agreed  to  by  the  ParUament  of  that  country,  the  In- 
terference of  the  fame  fadion  rendered  this  treaty  as  fruitlefs  as  the 
fbrmer.  The  plan  was  again,  renewed  in  the  reign  of  James  the 
Firft;  and  though  Articles  of  Union  were  agreed  to  by  Com^ 
miiTioners  of  both  countries  alTembled  at  We(^min(ter>  and  rati  Red 
conditionally  by  the  Scotch  Parliament,  yet  the  jealoufy  of  the  High 
Churchmen  at  that  time  caufed  them  to  be  rejedled  in  England. 
The' plan  was  again  brought   forward  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 

*  Firft,  but  ended  in  fome  unavailing  conferences  ^mongft  the  Com- 
miffioners  appointed  to  manage  it.  In  the  reign  of  William  and 
Mary,  the  propofition  for  a  Union  came  from  the  Scotch  Conven-* 
tion,  and,  oh  a  recommendation  from  the  Crown,  the  Englifti  Houfe 

'  of  Peers  paiTed  a  bill  for  appointing  CommifTioners  for  treating  of 
a  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  which  bill  was  thrown  out  by  the 
Comn[)ons.  Thus  the  matter  rcftcd  till  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
at  whofc  accHTion  the  projed  alfo  failed,  through  the  High  Church 
influence.  But  fome  rcverfcs  Jn  the  progrcfs  of  the  war,  and  fome 
events  whidh  took  place  in  Scotland,  made  England  take  the 
alarm,  and  be  as  anxious  for  the  accomplifliment  of  the  Union,  as 
it  was  before  forward  in  rejefling  it.      And  here  I  wifh  it  to  be 

'  recolledled,  that  when  propofitions  to  this  effc6l  failed  in  Scotland, 
it  always  happened  through  French  influence  and  French  intrigue. 
I  remember  a  curious  flmile,  which  was  urged  as  an  argument 
againft  the  Union  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Firft,  to  flicw  that 
Scotland  muft  be  the  fuffcrer,  **  If  a  rich  field,**'  faid  one  of  the 
Commiflioners,  "  lie  next  to  a  poor  field,  the  latter  muft  be  the 
lofer,  as  all  the  cattle  would  not  fail  to  go  into  the  richer  pafture.**— 
After  the  Union  was  efFeScd,  many,  no  doubt,  did  from  time  to  time 
oome  into  the  richer  field,  without,  however,  any  injury  being  fuf- 
tained. by  the  fields  from  which  they  departed.  It  appeared  then, 
that  what  firft  induced  the  people  of  Elngland  to  become  zealous 
for,  and  to  urge  a  Union  with  Scotland,  was  to  prevent  the  bad 
eflt(fts  of  party  and  French  intrigue  in  that  country. 

What  was  then  the  fituation  of  Scotland,  now  became,  by  va- 
rious accidents,  that  of  Ireland.  France  labours  by  every  means 
to  form  a  connection  in  that  country,  and  has  in  a  great  mcafurp 
fuccceded,  as  recent  and  unfortunate  events  teftify :  a  Union  is 
propofed  by  Great  Britain,  as  the  fureft  w.iy  to  put  aii  end'  to  this 
dangerous  conspiracy,  by  a  confolidatiun  of  the  whole  powers  of  the 
empire. 

Thofe  who  moft  admire  the  trnnfadllons   which  took    place  in 
1782,  muft  admits   that  no  arrangement  la?  vet  taken  plate  adc- 
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quate  to  the  cure  of  thoie  difeafes  which  threaten  the  dcftrudkm  of 
Ireland  ;  and  thofe  who  were  particularly  concerned  iki  the  fettfe- 
mentofthat  degree  of  Iri(h  independence  alluded  tq,  had  uni- 
formly avowedy  that  fomething  farther  was  ncceffary,  for  the  reci- 
procity of  interefts  between  the  two  countries  fo  ardently  wifhed  for 
by  thp  friends  of  both.  If  this  deficiency  of  focial  compact  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be  acknowledged,  as  a  recurrence 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  limas  will  verify,  then  it  follows,  that  it 
was  in  the  contemplation  of  thofe  in  power  at  that  time  to  advance, 
as  foon  as  convenient,  to  the  completion  of  this  grand  principle.  It 
is  needlefs  to  ftate  rcafohs,  or  conjcdlurcs,  for  the  delay  of  this  final 
iadjuftment  of  amity  :  a  variety  of  circumf^ances  contributed  to  it ; 
but  I  have  no  hefitation,  Sir,  in  faying,  that  if  fuch  a  plan  as  that 
intended  had  been  difcuflal  and  confirmed  by  the  Parliaments  of 
both  countries,  it  is  more  tiian  probable,  that  we  fhould  not  now 
have  to  lament  the  z6\s  of  outrage  and  rebellion  which  have  fo  re- 
cently convulfed  and^defpoiled  our  fifter  kingdom.  It  was  this 
lamentable  defe£l  in  therompad  that  excited  the  turbulent  and  ob« 
noxious  of  Ireland — it  was  this  lamentable  defed  that  gave  rife  to 
the  moft  dangerous  paflfions  and  animofities — it,  in  faft,  prefented 
Ireland  with  more  refentments  tofatiate,  and  lefs  authority  to  con- 
trol. While,  then,  we  deplore  the  late  abominable  exceflcs,  it  is 
our  duty  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  fanguinar}'  fcenes,  by  a  Union 
of  national  intereft,  likely  to  reconcile  and  comnnand  the  affe^ions 
of  the  people. 

I  again,  Sir,  affirm,  that  in  any  thiog  which  has  fallen  from  me 
for  the  purpofe  of  elucidating  my  arguments,  I  me^n  to  ca^  no  ifn- 
putation  on  the  Parliament  of  I relandr  I  maintain,  that  with  re- 
fped  to  the  Catholics,  they  are  under  the  influence  of  prejudice ;  I 
know,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  is  a  prejudice  infeparable  from  the 
nature  of  their  fituation.  Attempts  were  made  to  Hiew^  that  the 
exclufions  under  which  the  Catholics  of  this  country  laboured,  did 
not  augur  well  for  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  when  they  Ihould  come 
under  our  legiflation.  Here  again  I  am  at  iffue  with  gentlemen 
who  advance  this  hypothefis  ;  and  I  do  moft  fincerely  maintain, 
that  a  Union  is  likely  to  prove  advantageous  to  the  Catholics  of 
both  countries,  as  under  the  fame  Legiflature  there  is  eveiy  proba- 
bility, that,  after  fomc  time,  the  fame  meafure  of  indulgence  will  be 
equally  diilributed  to  both.  The  Iri(h  will  ftand  a  chance  of 
being  foon  put  upon  the  fame  footing  with  the  £ngli(b  ;  and  (hould 
it  ever  be  found  prudent  wholly  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  Irifli  nation,  the  Englifh  Catholics  might  ex- 
peA  to  be  no  longer  under  any  reHraints.     But  after  M,  I  am  of 
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opinion»  there  is  no  comparifon  bctuvecn  the  ilate  of  the  Catholics  in 
the  two  kingdoms ;  for  if  in  EngUnd  confiderations  of  .policy  have 
hitherto  impofed  fome  reftridiions  on  the  Catholics,  I  am  fully  per- 
fuaded  that  they  do  not  think  their  intctefts  negleded,  or  that  any 
fentiments  of  animofity,  jealoufy,  or  difcord,  are  entertained  againft 
them.  They  may,  and  naturally  do  regret  the  ^cxcluHons  to  which 
they  are  fubjeded  ;  but  they  never,  for  a  moment,  entertain  a 
.  thought  that  there  exifts  againd  them  a  hoftile  fpirit,  either  in  the 
Legiflative  or  Executive  Government  of  thia  country.  Nobody 
will  veiuure  to  aiTert,  that  fuch  is  the  feeling  of  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland. 

If  any  Irishman  (hould  unfortunately  prefer  French  fraternity  to 
Britilh  liberty,  I  would  mod  earneftly  imprefs  upon  his  mind  the 
horrors  and  devaftations  of  the  Continent.  Should  he  entertain  a 
doubt  of  French  rapine  and  murder,  let  him  call  his  eyes  on  BrabaiKi 
Holland,  Switzerland,  Italy  and  Egypt.  In  thefe  miferable  coun- 
tries,  he  would  find  the  unparalleled  efFeds  of  the  fertile,  genius  of 

•  innovation  and  reform — he  would  there  find  innumerable  exam- 
ples of  a  violation  of  faith — he  might  there  trace  the  agents  of  vil* 
lainy  darting  from  one  extreme  of  iniquity  to  another,  fcoihng  and 
fcorning  judice  and  humanity*  and,  in  the  very  face  of  Heaven,  de- 
fying divine. vengeance.  Thcfe  are  the  bitter  cffcdls  of  French 
fraternity,  and  by  which  its  miferable  viiflims  have  been  funk  in 
agonies  of  confufion  and  defpair. 

I  beg  pardon.  Sir,  for  having  troubled  the  Houfe  at  fo  great 
length  (two  hours  and  twenty  minutes) ;  but  the  obfcrvations  ad- 
vanced on  the  other  dde,  and  the  circumdances  of  the  cafe,  requirf 
that  I  (hould  take  a  comprchendve  view  of  the  whole  fubjed  ;  and 
from  every  confideration,  I  am  induced.  Sir,  to  vote  for  your  leaving 
the  chair. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  after  having  refumcd  the  quedion 
at  ib  great  length  in  the  former  part  of  this  evening,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  have  troubled  them  again  ;  but  that  fome  parts  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  fpcech,  in  anfwer  to  his  honourable 
friend  (Mr-  Grey),  required  that  he  diould  requcd  the  attention  of 
the  HouCe  to  their  fallacy,  as  well  as  the  failure  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  promifes  refpe£\ing  them.  He  then  (hewed 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  pledged  himfelf  to  anfwer 
Mr.  Grey's  fpeech,  and  had  but  flightly  touched  on  any  part  of  it 
-«-had  charged  him  with  uttering  incooddencies,  not  one  of  which 

•  be  had  been  able  to  point  out.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  proceed^  to 
cake  fome  parts  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeesh  which 
(truck  ]}lm  as  very  exC|[aordinary,  and  he  would  begin  l^y  alluding 
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to  the  latter  part  of  his  fpecch  firft.  The  right  honourable  gentle* 
men  had  laid  great  ftrefs  on  the  ncceflity  of  the  Union,  from  the 
determination  of  the  French  to  ufe  their  utmoft  exertions  for  the  fc- 
paration  of  the  two  countries ;  but  he  denied  that  the  m^fure  could 
have  the  dcfired  effect,  or  in  the  leaft  to  caufe  the  French  to  dcfift 
or  relax  in  their  defigns,  becaufc  he  contended  that  the  French  had 
never  built  their  hopes,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  on  the  feparation  of 
the  two  Legiflatures,  as  had  been  inferred  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  had  all  along  refted  their  hopes  on 
the  defires  and  difcontents  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  If^ 
therefore,  thefe  refolutions,  by  bein;T  puflicd  forward  at  the  prefent 
moment,  contrary  to  the  fenfc  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  as  well  as  to 
that  of  the  people,  the  French  would  have  greater  caufe  than  ever  to 
refume  and  redouble  their  exertions,  and  to  irritate  farther  the  minds 
of  the  IriH)  nation,  as  well  as  the  Parliament,  on  a  fubjed  to  which 
they  were  fo  feelingly  alive,  muft,  he  feared,  be  attended  with  the 
moft  mifchievous  confequences.  The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
hefaid,  had  built  his. argument  very  much  on  the  difcontents  in  Ire- 
land being  founded  on  the  excluded  fituation  of  the  Catholics,  and 
had  held  out  by  way  of  lure,  that  if  Ireland  came  under  the  regu- 
lation of  an  incorporated  and  Imperial  Parliament,  their  fituation 
might  be  altered  for  the  better.  But  unfortunately  for  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  argument,  another  part  of  his  fpeech  proved 
how  Ijttlc  they  had  to  expert  on  th-ar  head  ;  for  he  had  (hewn,  that 
the  Britiih  Parliament  had,  without  the  fame  excufe  of  that  body 
in  Englcnd,  forming  three  fourths  of  the  community  ;  and  there- 
fore, without  the  dread  of  their  participation  of  equal  privilege^ 
with  the  Proteflants,  being  attended  with  that  danger  to  the  fuprc- 
macy  of  the  Proteftant  inrereft,  had  aQed  far  more  illiberally  to- 
wards the  Catholics  than  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  under  all  the 
inequalities  attending  their  Members,  had  ever  dene.  He  then 
alkcd,  to  what  caufe  v*  as  this  to  be  attributed  ?  To  the  influence, 
faid  he,  of  the  Englilh  Councils  —  Can  it  be  attributed  to  the  Irifh 
Parliament  ?  He  denied  that  it  could  ;  for  it  was  evident,  during 
the  Vice- royalty  of  Lord  Fitzwilliana,  that  the  meafurc  had  been 
announced  as  intended  (o  be  carried  into  cflfefl,  and  that  the  Irifli 
Parliament  had  never  Ihewn  or  cxpreffed  any  alarm  at  it,  nor  any 
intention  of  oppofing  it;  and  he  had  no  doubt,  had  not  that  noble 
pcrfonagc  been  fo  abruptly  and  unaccountably  recalled,  the  meafure 
would  have  paffcd  the  Irilh  Parliament.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  faid,  that  all  he  wifhed  for  was  time  j 
and  on  fomc  exprcffion  of  countenance,  or  motion  of  body  which 
load  been  made  by  him,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  in- 
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inferred  that  he  meant  to  gain  time  for  the  purpofes  of  corruption 
or  intimidation.  He  confcfled  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
right  in  his  conjecture  ;  he  did  mean  fo  ;-— he  did  intend  to  (ignify 
by  the  fhrug,  or  whatever  6ther  geiture  he  ufed,  that  the  time  wiflied 
ibr  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  was  meant  to  be  ufed  for 
the  fame  enils  and  purpofes  as  had  been  effedled  with  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton,  when  he  was  brought  off  from  his  oppolition,  without 
which  the 'Scotch  Union  would  not  have  taken  place.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  he  wiOied  to  treat  with  Ireland  on 
equal  terms ;  but  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  denied  that  that  was  poflible, 
in  the  prefent  firuation  of  Ireland — for,  furrounded  as  they  were 
with  Englifh  troops,  which  were  faid  to  be  neceffary  for  their  de- 
fence, and  depending,  as  it  had  been  faid,  on  the  Britift)  Parliament 
for  the  continuance  of  their  commercial  advantages,  they  could  not 
be  in  actuation  to  give  a  free  aflent.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  faid,  he  made  no  rtfle&ion  on  the  Irifh  Parliament,  but 
he  had  certainly  defcribed  them  in  a  moA  confined  and  pitiful  point 
of  view.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  however,  dif- 
covered  one  peculiar  privilege  with  which  Ireland  had  been  gifted 
by  nature,  and  that  was,  (he  was  furrounded  by  the  fea.  With 
this  extraordinary  advantage,  however,  he  would  advife  the  Iri(h 
Parliament  to  give  up  the  narrow  and  contraded'  fphcre  in  which 
they  cxercifcd  their  indrpendcnce,  in  order  to  expand  their  views 
and  enlarge  their  confequencf*^  by  tranfplanting  themfelves  into  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  where  they  would  derive  fo  many  advantages. 
Yes,  Sirs,  faid  he,  where  they  will  derive  the  advantage  of  quitting 
a  Parliament  where  their  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  turned 
out  of  his  place  for  ading  according  to  the  dilates  of  his  con- 
fcience,  and  what  he  deemed  the  interefts  of  his  country,  and  be 
tranfplanted  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  where  they  will  behold  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whom  no  human  power  is  likely  to 
turn  out  of  his  firuation.  They  might,  perhaps,  have  the  farther 
advantage  of  being  tranfplanted  into  the  Imperial  Parliament,  of 
coming  into  an  equal  participation  of  the  (hare  in  four  hundred 
milligns  of  debt  owing  by  this  country — [Here  a  cry  of  "  No,  no."j 
Mr.  Sheridan  then  faid,  that  after  what  he  had  many  times  heard  of 
•the  competence  and  omniptcnceof  Parliament,  there  was  no  fafe- 
guard  that  he  knew  of,  after  the  lengths  the  argument  had  been 
carried,  that  could  be  depended  upon  againft  their  breaking  or  an-^ 
nulling  any  compafl  they  might  at  any  time  chufe  to  enter  into  on 
that  or  any  other  fubjed.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
•been  very  difFufe  in  defcrihing  the  benefits  which  Scotland  had  de- 
rived from  the  Union ;  and,  indeed,  on  a  meafure  which  profeflTed 
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to  have  for  its  objeA  the  effeding  the  peace  and  tianquUli<y  of  a 
nation,  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  one  very 
eligible  feature,  as  it  was  fraught  with  a  coniidcrable  degree  of 
pleafantry  and  good  hximour.  But  this  gpod  humour  and  plealantij 
might  be  aflumed,  for  the  purpofe  of  deceiving  the  Houfe  into  an 
opinion^  that  the  *queftion  was  not  of  that  ferious  and  important  na- 
ture, which  it  ought,  in  his  opinioni  to  be  viewed  in.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  very  facetioufly,  in  leaning  o\'er  the  table* 
favoured  the  Houfe  with  the  recitals  of  fevcral  .predictions  of  a 
Lord  Belhaven,  in  one  of  which  he  fays,'  that  Mother  Caledonia 
was  flabbed  by  Julius  Cxfar.  Now,  faid  he^  Lord  Belhaven 
might  have  remembered  that  Julius  Csefar  was  ftabbed  by  Brutus : 
and  fuppofing  that  Mother  Caledonia  was  about  to  be  dabbed  by  her 
fonS)  he  might  have  confined  her  aflaflination  to  the  ftabbing  of 
'  Julius  Csefar  ;  but.  that  he  could  prcdi<^  that  Mother  Caledonia 
would  be  Adbbed  by  Julius  Caefari  was  truly  prepoftcrous.  From 
this  inaccuracy,  he  thought  he  might  fairly  infer,  that  there  was  not 
much  truth  in  the  Aatements  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
relative  to  the  Manifefto  of  the  Pretender.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  Arike  out  a  part  of 
it,  which  promifed  a  irpeal  of  the  Union.  On  his  afking  him 
acrofs  the  tabic*  if  it  was  true  r  The  right  honourable  gchtlemaa 
had  anfwered,  he  had  read  it  fomcwhere.  Now,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan, 
I  have  been  frequently  credibly  informed,  that  the  h6\  was  exadly 
thCreverfe.  However,  be  this  as  it  may,  faid  he,  Ireland  may  re- 
ceive all  thefe  benefits  without  a  Union  ;  and  to  prove  this,  he  had 
only  to  appeal  to  the  rapid  and  incalculable  growth  of  the  profperity 
of  the  Iriih  comtncrce  (hq  had  gained  her  political  independence* 
The  right  honpurable  gentleman  had  afferted,  that  the  majority  of 
the  Irifh  jParliamcnt  was  trifling,  as  it  amounted  only  to  five ;  but 
be  contended!  that  when  the  nature  of  that  majority,  confining  of 
th^  men  it  wascompofed  of,  contrafied  with  the  minority,  compofed 
of  placemen,  it  was  a  prodigious  and  weighty  majority  indeed.  He 
then  proceeded  to  notice  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Dundas  relative 
to  the  motion  made  by  Mr,  George  Ponfonby,  and  denied  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  inference,  that  it  was  rejcd\ed.  He  ccfti- 
tended  that  it  was  only  withdrawn,  and  that  upon  the  argument  of, 
*'  Why  prcfs  it  at  this  moment,  when  it  may  be  entirely  ufelels) 
The  Engliih  Minifter  will  never  think  of  pr^fiing  this  bufinefs, 
after  he  knows  the  deciGon  of  the  Irilh  Parliament ;  for  the  prc- 
fcnt,  therefore,  do  not  urge  the  queftion."  On  this,  £|id  Mt- 
Sheridan,  tU^  motion  was  withdrawn ;  but  v^hen  the  intention  of 
rhc  Miniller  comes  to  be  known,   I  have  no  doubt  but  it  wHl  be 
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huTncdiately  rrfotned.  I  now  come,  faid  Mr.  Shet^dSiny  to  a  point 
which  I  cannot  avoid  taking  notice  of  on  the  prefcnt  occafion — t 
mean  the  competency  of  the  Iri(h  Parliament  to  difcafs  thfe  mattct. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofife  to  me  has  talked  of 
**  a  fovcrcTgnry  in  abeyance  in  the  people,"  and  denied  it  on  ihie 
ground  that,  if  it  was  allowed,  all  the  ads  paflTed  by  the  Parlia- 
ment, fuch  as  the  Septennial  A3,  the  Aft  of  Union,  &c.  &c.  \  afc 
nullities — that  you,  Sir,  fitting  in  that  chair,  are  a  ufurpcr ;  that 
We  are  all  ufurpers  who  hold  feats  in  this  HouTe.  Sir,  I  deny 
this  dddh-ine ;  I  fay  there  is  a  fovcreignty  in  abeyance  in  the  people ; 
and  if  there  Is  not,  I  contend  that  the  prcfent  family  on  the  throne 
are  ufurpers — The  praSice  of  the  Revolution  clearly  (hews  the 
force  of  the  argument.  When  King  James  the  Second  abdicated 
the  Crown,  the  Parliament  did  not  proceed  to  do  any  adl  of  itfelf 
for  fettling  the  Crown,  but  exprcfsly  called  a  Convention,  which 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  and  fifty  Commoners  were  invited  to 
attend.  All  the  Members  who  had  fat  in  the  Parliament  of 
Charles  the  Second  were  alfo  fummoncd  ;  and  every  ftep  which 
cduld  be  taken  in  the  then  prefllng  exigency  of  affairs,  was  actually 
taken  to  (hew  that  the  appointment  to  the  CroWn  was  in  the 
People,  and  in  them  only."  Mr.  Sheridan  urged*  thii  part  of  the 
argument  with  great  force  and  ability  in  feveral  points  of  vicw> 
which  the  latcnefs  of  the  hour,  abridged  by  the  length  of  the 
former  part  of  the  debate,  will  not  allow  us  to  touch  upon.  He 
concluded  by  giving  his  hearty  negative  to  the  Speaker*s  leaving  the 
chair.  What  we  have  already  given  is,  indeed,  a  mere  abridged 
outline ;  and  we  ar^  forry  the  fame  caufe  will  oblige  us  to  be 
more  brief  wi^h  the  fpeeches  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  are  to 
follow. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  did  not  intend  to  enter  into 
all  the  topics  in  difculfic^n.  He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman 
oppofite  to  him  had  all  along  proceeded  on  a  miftnke,  and  appeared 
to  imagine  that  Union  was  fought  for  the  advantage  of  EnglancI  and 
not  of  Ireland.  It  was  propofed,  however,  becaufe  it  was  advan- 
tageous to  Ireland  immediately,  and  to  fay  the^  moft,  its  ad  vantages 
to  England  were  remote  and  relative,  fcarce  of  any  commercial  con- 
fequence  at  all.  Cohfidcring  this,  (he  felt  Tome  impatience  at  the 
manner  it  was  dircu(}ed  in  Ireland,  and  no  very  great  complacency 
for  the  oppofers  of  the  meafure  in  this  country.  He  did  not  know 
what  England  had  to  wi(h  from  fuch  a  conne(f)ion,  for  (he  com- 
manded already  all  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  amply  pof- 
feifed  the  means  of  defence.  As  to  the  confiitutional  que(tion, 
that  it  was  an  innovationj  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  never  was  an 
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enemy  to  the  maxim  of  Mending  what  was  wrong  in  the  fyflenns  of 
polity 9  provided  the  time  was  fuited  to  the  enterprize.     If  Ireland 
was  ID  a  (late  politically  to  require  amcliorationy  it  was  right  that 
fomething  (hould  be  done  to  corred  whatever  was  vicious  in  har 
fyftem.     He  believed  Union  would  do  this.     It  was  the  only  mea-- 
fure  which,  to  his  mind,  fuggefted  an  adequate  remedy  to  fo  great 
and  fo  growing  an  evil,  and  it  (hould  have  his  fupport  on  other  ge- 
neral but  juil  grounds.   What  in  fadt  was  the  nature  of  the  contr^<3  ? 
It  was  a  bargain,  a  confolidation  of  interefts  by  which  Ireland  was 
to   benefit  great  commercial  immunities,  in  which  England    had 
much  to  lofe  and  nothing  to  gain,  and  Ireland  had  much  to  gain 
and  very  little  to  lofe.      He  maintained  that  the  diforders  of  Ire- 
land grew  chiefly  out  of  the  Conflirution  of  Ireland  eftabli(hed  for 
near  a  century  aqd  a  half ;  and  it  was  impofTible  that  a  Government 
agitated  as  that  of  the  (ifter  kingdom  had  been,  a  Government  dif- 
tortcd  in  every  limb,  could  enjoy  health  or  long  furvive  thofe  dif- 
eafes,  fome  flow,  fome  acute — which  were  (ickly  of  afped,  whidi 
had  made  her  feeble  of  heart.     For  a  long  time  the  turbulence  of 
the  people  knew  no  rcftraint  from  authority,  and  their  feroiity  was 
without  a  corredivc  from  reifon.     The  Government  was  fituated 
as  it  were  in  a  garrifoned  town,  and  regarding  the  people  with  jea- 
loufy,  the  people  in  their  turn  regarded  the  government  as  an  ufur- 
pation  or  worft.     But  the  feeds  of  the  mifchief  were  in  the  Conffi- 
tution  itfelf,  for  it  contained  not  a  principle  by  which  the  ignorance 
of  the  people  could  be  removed,  or  their  ferofity  fupprefTed.     The 
country,  indeed  might  well  be  compared  to  a  wolf,  which  it  was 
r^either  (hfe  to  hold  by  the  ears,  or  fafc  to  let  go.     The  pro^umate 
immediate  evil  was,  however,  French  principles ; 
"  -That  leperous  diftillment 

".  Which  holds  fuch  enmity  to  the  blood  of  man." 
'  It  had  withered  the  aged,  had  vitiated  the  youthful,  had  polluted  the 
fources  of  thought,  and  given  to  the  whole  fyftem  of  manners  and 
of  morals  a  malignity  of  character,  a  grofsnefs  and  laflfitude,  which 
had  rendered  the  obligations  between  men  little  elfe  than  nugatory, 
and  had  introduced,  inftead  of  religion,  infidelity  ;  indead  of  alle- 
giance, difaffeflion  ;  inflead  of  loyalty,  a  luft  for  treafons.  It  had 
been  remarked  by  fome  ancient  writers,  that  the  Demagogues  con- 
fidcred  the  people  a  Sea  that  might  be  agitated  by  a  breath.  Now 
the  Propagandil^s  of  France  appeared  to  have  proceeded  on  fome  fuch 
principle  in  Ireland.  They  there  found  a  people  light  and  unrefledl- 
ing,  where  it  was  eafy  to  prac^ife  the  arts  of  a  political  fedudion- 
They  made  that  pica  of  national  delufion,  which  they  have  ever 
fmce  kept  in  a  (^atc  of  agitation  and  reftlefsncfs.     Mr.  Windham 
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^  next  vindicated  the  Govcrnnicnt  of  Great  Britain  from  the  chaigc 

^  of  corruption,  and  maintained,  that  the  cure  •f  the  diforders  with 

which  Ireland  was  convulfed,  could  only  be  eScdlually  found  in 
the  improvement  of  the  manners  of  the  lower,  orders  of  the  people, 
^  by  the. introduction  of  Britifh  cuAoms  and  Britifli  commerce,  which, 

:  in  his  opinion,  the  Union  bid  fairer  to  do  than  any  other  means  that 

:  could  poflibly  be  devifed.  The  only  queftioiii  was,  .**  Is  a  Union  of 

{he  two  countries  defirable  or  not  ?"  He  took  a  view  of  the  fituation 
of  the  Catholics,  and  faid,  that  they  were  a  tolerated  body  to  a  great 
degree,  but  there  muft  be  an  eftablifhed  religion,  if  fociety  was  to  be 
kept  wholefome  and  found.  "  Where,"  faid  Mr.  Windham, 
**  you  have  Religion,  at  lead  you  have  not  pure  Jacobinism  ; 
but  thofe  who  are  completely  jacobinizcd,  arc  loft — they  have  fuf- 
tained  a  lofs  of  fubftance  which  no  phylician  can  reftore.  But  fuch 
who  have  not  yet  been  wholly  depraved,  fuch  who  retain  fomc  of 
the  early  principles  and  honourable  aod  revered  prejudices  of  a 
Chriftian  education,  may  in  time  be  reftored  to  foundnefs  and 
health."  Having  urged  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Dundas  refpefting 
the  Catholics,  he  next  took  up  the  queftion  of  time,  and  faid,  that 
in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  country  fomcthing  muft  be 
done,  and  what  was  wanted  was  fome  meafure  by  which  we  could 
fecure  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland.  It  could  not  be  intended  to 
force  a  Union,  for  this  would  defeat  the  end  of  it.  B,ut  when  the 
time  (hould  arrive  that  it  wou}d  be  pofiible  to  appeal  from  Philip 
drunk  to  Philip  fober ;  from  an  Iri(h  Parliament  intoxicated  with 
pride  and  paflfion,  to  an  Iri(h  Parliament  fobered  by  reflection  and 
tempered  by  wifdom,  the  propofitions  of  his  right  honourable  friend 
would,  he  had  no  doubt,  meet  with  the  general  approbation  of  the 
IriOi  Parliament  arni  People.  With  reljpeet  to  intimidation,  that 
could  not  be  intimidation  which  left  a  choice.  The  honourable 
gentleman  wiflied  the  difcuflion  might  be  deferred  till  paflion  (hould'' 
fubfide,  and  prejudice  be  corredted  ;  but,  while  the  caufes  of  irri- 
tation remained,  was  not  this  putting  it  off  ad  grac/is  cakndas  ? 
One  honourable  gentleman  thought  it  impoflible  that  the  Irifh  could 
give  a  free  ailent  to  the  meafure  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  their 
country ;  but  did  the  honourable  gentleman  not  know  that  where 
there  is  a  power  to  diHent,  there  is  alfu  freedom -of  afifcnt,  and  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland  having  rejected  the  propofition,  or  rather  de- 
clined at  all  to  enter  into  the  dircuffion,  at  lead  fuch  was  the  fa<St 
with  refpe^l  to  one  branch  of  the  Legiflature,  it  proved  that  the  peo- 
ple, by  thei^  reprefentatives,  might  as  eafily  have  given  a  free  affent 
as  exprefied  their  diifent.  He  concurred  in  opinion  with  his  right 
honourable  friend,  Mr.  Dundas,  rcfpefling  the  general  effect  of  th« 
Vot.  VII.      .  S  JJ 
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Union  of  England  with  Scotland,  obferving  that  though  with  the 
volutions  which  commercial  aflairs  had  of  late  years  exppienced|  . 
Scotland  w<)uld  neceffarily  have  grown  into  fome  importanoe  aa  a 
trading  nation,  yet  the  advantggps  derived  by  her  from  the  clofieneb 
of  her  connedion, -were  fuch  as  (he  could  in  no  o|her  way  have  ac- 
quired. He  faw  nothing  difrefpedful  in  the  language  which  had 
'been  held  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  apd  although  it  certainly  might 
be  faid  that  the  propofitbn;  of  his  right  honourable  friend  would 
reach  the  Iri(h  public  through  the  medium  of  fpeephcs  and  pam* 
phlets,  he  thought  it  politic  and  refpedful  foleronly  to  record  the 
opinion  of  (he  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  of  the  prefcnt  flate  of 
the  connection  between  the  two  countries,  and  of  the  m^ns  by 
which  the  troubles  that  agitate  the  one  are  to  be  allayed,  and  the 
remedy  which  the  other,  in  her  folicitude  for  a  (lAer  kingdom,  feeks 
to  apply  to  the  difeafe.  He  would  not  then  enter  upon  the  difcuflTioa 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  agitated  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  his  fpeech.  It  was  concerning  a  queAion  of  ge- 
neral abdradl  principles  of  Government,  and  he  thought  it  enou^ 
to  fay  that  he  moA  completely  concurred  in  opinion  with  his  right 
honourable  friend,  that  the  pedplp  have  no  political  right  to  change 
the  government,  or  to  reffft  it,  whatever  might  be  the  moral  right 
which  a  people  would  be  allowed  fpcculatively  to  poflefs.  The 
right  of  refif^ance  was  not  a  right  acknowledged  by  or  known  to 
the  Britifh  Conftitution,  He  concluded  with  ea^prefling  himfelf 
decidedly  for  the  motion.. 

Mr.  TIERNEY.  Sir,  I  i\eyer  in  my  life  rofe  to  fpeak  upon 
any  queftion  with  more  uneafinefs  than  I  do  upon  the  prefent,  I 
never  thought  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  have  brought 
forward  a  meafure  like  this  without  having  examined,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  whether  or  not  it  was  likely  to  be  acceptable  v  nor  did  I. 
think,  after  what  has  palfed,  that  he  would  have  perfevered  in  the. 
meafure.  He  has,  however,  thought  proper  to  perfevere,  and  he 
muft  take  the  confequences.  Sir,  I  expe3  an  anfwei:  to  this  quef- 
tion,  which  I  think  decifive  upon  the  fubjeA  :  What  advantages 
can  be  gained  by  a  Union,  which  cannot  be  obtained  without  it } 
I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  thefe  refolutions  would  produce  the 
fame  efTedt  if  chey  were  fent  over  without  Parliament  being  pledged 
to  them.  I  was  furprifed  to  hear  gentlemen  declare  they  would  not 
ufe  any  difrefped^ful  language  to  that  country,  when  one  of  them 
compared  it  to  the  Bahama  Iflands,  and  the  other  to  a  wolf.  But 
it  is  faid  that  we  abufed  the  Irifh  Parliament  \  if  gentlemen  allude 
to  the  Oatement  of  there  being  1 1 6  placemen  in  it,  that  aflertioD 
7as  made  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.     Sir>  this  is  a  qiiefiioa  of 


die  gmteft  Impoftancci  and  I  really  do  tiat  fee  that  the  advantage 
trhich  it  hdlds  out  are  likely  to  compenfate  the  danger  that  may  re- 
fult  from  it.  Even  its  ftrongeft  advocates  only  ftate  the  advantaged 
as  probable.  Much  has  been  faid  of  the  advantages  which  this 
tneafure  holds  out  to  the  Catholics  r  all  that  you  can  now  give 
them  is,  thfc  privilege  of  holding  certain  places,  and  of  fitting  in 
Parliament.  But  the  latter  would  be  a  very  trifling  privilege ;  for 
fuch  is  the  diftribution  of  property  in  that  countrjs  that  in  fifty, 
years,  fifty  Catliolics  would  not  get  feats  in  Parliatncnt,  If  the 
Catholics  in  Ireland  correfpond  with  the  Diflenters  in  England^ 
they  -will  find  that  they  have  not  much  to  cxpe£)  from  the  tolera- 
ting fpirit  of  the  EngliCh  Parliament.  The  great  argunient  in  fa- 
vour of  this  meafure  is,  that  it  would  defeat  the  hopes  of  the 
foreign  and  domeftic  enemies  of  that  country.  I  do  not  think  that 
h  would  prevent  the  attempts  of  the  enemy,  nor  put  ah  end  to  in- 
teftine  troubles ;  becaufe  we  now  fee  that  its  effeds  would  be  to 
create  flill  greater  dtvifions  than  exift  even  at  prefent  in  that  un- 
happy country.  I  am  very  forry  that  the  queilion  of  Parliamentary 
Competence  has  been  brought  into  difcuflion ;  it  is  a  very  nice 
queftion.  It  has  been  faid,  that  there  are  many  inftances  in  which 
the  competence  of  Parliament  has  been  tried,  and  the  cafe  of  the 
Union  with  Scotland  has  been  alluded  to  ;  but  that  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  in  point,  for  I  think  the  Parliament  can  do  every 
thing  but  deftroy  themfelves,  and  in  the  cafe  of  the  $cotch  Union 
the  Parliament  of  England  did  not  deftroy  themfelves  i  and  this  is» 
I  think,  a  very  obvious  didindiion.  Much  has  been  faid  of  the 
benefits  refulting  to  Scotland  from  the  Union,  and  the  fight  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  given  feveral  (^atements  upon  that  fubje6t ) 
but  though  he  has  proved  that  Scotland  has  increafed  in  profperity  ; 
he  has  not  attempted  to  prove  that  that  profperity  has  been  the  con- 
fequence  of  the  Union.  Iris  faid  fomething  muft  be  done  for  Ire- 
land \  and  then  we  are  told  that  thefe  rcfclutions  are  not  to  be 
a£ted  upon  :  then  I  (hould  be  glad  to  be  informed  Wbatis  to  be 
done  for  Ireland  ?  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
will  treat  his  refolutions 'as  they  have  treated  his  fpecch,  vix.  that 
they  will  pafte  them  up  on  the  walls  as  arguments  againl^  the 
Union.  If  this  was  all,  I  (huuld  not  mind  it  ^  hut  if  you  agree  to 
this  motion,  it  will  not  be  the  Minifters,  but  the  Varliainenr  of  Eng- 
land that  is  implicated.  If  you  pcrfeverc,  every  ftep  you  lake  will 
be  looked  upon  with  fufpicion.  If  vou  fe'^i  over  more  troops,  the 
objedi  may  be  mifreprefcntcd.  1  underlumd  tiiat  more  troops  are 
to  be  fent  over,  and  that  letters  hive  been  fcnt  to  the  commandcis 
of  fomc  militb  regiments  to  kn'jw  if  they  arc  wiliing  to  go  to  Irc- 
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land,  and  (hung  that  the  Government  of  that  country  mail  be  main- 
tained by  fqfce.     I  (hall  be  glad  to  know.  Sir,  why  it  is  neceffaiy 
now  to  fend  more  troops  to  Ireland  ?  Thofe  that  are  there  at  preCent 
were  deemed  fufficient  for  its  defence,  before  the  defeat  of  the  ene- 
my's lad  attempt,  and  before  the  deftru6)ion  of  their  navy.     And 
now  that  thofe  attempts  have  been  fruf^rated.  and  that  navy  dc- 
itroycd,  it  cannot  furely  be  nece(rary  to  fend  more  troops.     With 
rcfpefl  to  the  officers  of  thofe  regiments  who  volunteered  their  fer- 
vice  in  Ireland,  I  do  think  this  will  put  them  in  a  ver}'  hard  (itua- 
lion.     I  have  the  highcd  r(Tpe6\  for  their  fpirit,  and  the  motives 
which  adtuated   them,  but  1  am  very  fure  that  if  the  propofition 
for  the  Union  had   been  made  before  they  volunteered  their  fet- 
vi*:cs,  they  would  at  leaft  have  paufed  before  they  made  the  offer. 
Sir,  one  of  the  Hrongeil  reafons  which  operates  in  my  mind  againft 
this  mcafurc  is,  that  there  is  no  neccfTuy  which  calls  for  its  imme- 
diate adoption.      I  am  by  no  means  contending  that  it  is  radically 
a  bad  meafure,  or  that  we  ought  to  abandon  it  fur  ever,  but  I  merely 
wifh  to  convince  the  right  hoi>ourable  gentleman  and  the  Houfe, 
^  that  after  the  opinion  which  has  been  expreflTcd  in  the  Iri(h  Parlia- 
.  mcnt,  and  throughout  that  country,  againft  it,  he  ought,  at  lead  for 
the  prefent,  to  ahflain  from  prefTing  it.      It  is  faid,  that  it  is  proba- 
ble that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  may  change  their  opinion  upon 
this  fubject.      I  am  by  no  means  inclined  to  think  fo  ;  but  I  am 
furc  there  is  much  lefs  probability  that  the  jxrople  of  Ireland  (hould 
be  brought  to  change  an  opinion  which   they  have  (Irongly  and 
ahiioft  unanimoufly  expreffed.     Contidcring  this  fubjed  in  another 
point  of  view,  I  cannot  but  recollc(9  that  I  ftand  here  reprefenting 
commercial  people,  and  I  think  I  ftiould  betray  their  intcrelts,  if  I 
pledged  myfelf  unnecelTaiily  to  refolutions  by  which  they  may  be 
ultimately  afFedted.      I  cannot  conceive  upon  what  principle  I,  as 
a  Britifh  Member  of  Parliament,  (hould  pledge  myfelf  to  certain 
refolutions,  when,  on  the  other  hand;  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
refufc  to  pledge  themfclves  to  any  thing.     I  canndt  conceive  why 
we  fhouK!  pledge  ourfclves  to  give  up  a  part  of  our  Conftitution, 
while  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  have  declared  .they  will  not  give 
up  any  of  theirs.     If,  however,  this  meafure  is  to  pafs,  and  we  are 
to  have  chcfe  Members  from  Ireland,  I  fhould  wilh  to  fuggeft,  as 
a  preliminary  meafure,  that  they  QUght  at  leaft  to  be  purified  bcfora 
they  come  licrc.     I  do  not  mean  to  refer  to  any  idea  of  Parliamen- 
tary Corruption,  but  I  refer  to  a  (latemcnt  of  Mr.  Cook's,  who 
(tates  that  they  arc  chofen  in  Ireland  merely  fori  the  purpofe  of 
keeping  out  the  Catholics.     I  (hould  be  glad  to  be  informed  upon 
what  principle  it  is,  that  the  number  of  Spiritual  Peers  is  to  be  in 
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crcaled  inf  the  other  Houfe  of  l^aiiiament  ?  It  cannot  be  faid  that 
the  Reverend  Bifhops  are  inattentive  to  the  interefts  of  the  Churchy 
and  that  we  muft  have  fome  from  Ireland,  in  order  to  fecure  thc^ 
Proteftant  afcendancy.  Thefe,  however,  are  points  which  I  fliould 
not  prefs,  if  the  two  countries  were  cordially  confidering  the  quef- 
lion  of  the  Union ;  but  at  prefent,  as  Ireland  has  rcje£^ed  all  cond- 
deration  of  the  fubjc£i,  Pdo  not  think  it  wife  that  we  fliould  pledge 
ourfelves  to  refolutions  which  we  might  find  hereafter  extremdy 
inconvenient.  But,  Sir,  I  am  afraid  the  truth  of  all  this  is,  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  pride  has  been  hurt.  I  have 
heard  that  be  has  not  yet  forgiven  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  for 
their  condu£t  upon  the  Regency  ;  but  all  I  aik  of  him  is,  that  we 
fhould  not  be  made  parties  to  his  refentment.  If  he  is  determined 
to  play  Guy  Faux  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  let  him  do  it,  if 
he  pleafes,  but  let  us  not  furnifli  him  with  a  cloak  and  dark  lan- 
tern. The  right  honourable  Secretary  of  State,  who  had  drawn 
fo  many  arguments  from  the  profperous  Aate  of  Scotland,  feemed 
to  have  confounded  himfelf  with  his  country,  and  endeavoured  to 
prove  the  benefits  which  had  followed  to  Scotland  by  a  ilatement 
of  the  profperity  which  had  flowed  upon  himfelf.  Indeed  the  whde 
of  his  argument  feemed  calculated  to  pcrfuadc  the  Irifh  Parliament 
to  engage  in  this,  as  likely  to  turn  out  a  good  fpeculation  for  them- 
felves.  Sir,  I  have  now  (hited  a  few  obfervations  with  which  I 
jj^jf0frt^r^tTKR^\the  Houfe  upon  this  fubjedl ;  deprecating,  as  I  do, 
^^P  farther  progrVs  of  this  meafure,  I  do  implore  the  right  honour- 
jtble  gentleman  and  the  Houfe  not  to  perfevere  in  it  at  prefcnt.  I 
60  not  wifli  to  hurt  his  feelings  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  wifli  the  Houfe 
to  rejed  the  confideration  of  it  in  any  way  that  may  be  conlidered 
as  not  having  that  efFedt. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  explained.  He  did  not  fay  that  the 
Imperial  Parliament  would  be  a  good  field  of  ehterprife  and  adven- 
ture to  the  Members  of  the  Irifli  Parliament :  what  he  faid  was, 
that  the  Imperial  Parliament  would  afford  a  wider  field  for  the  dif- 
play  of  talent  ;  and  that  from  the  magnitude  of  the  inrerefts  which 
muft  come  into  difcuiTidn  in  it,  the  confequence  and  refpedlability 
of  the  rcprcfcntatives  would  be  increafcd.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man muft  permit  him  to  fay  it  was  impertinent  in  him  to  put  words 
into  his  mouth  he  had  never  ufed. 

.  Mr.  TIERNEY—'*  Does  the  honourable  gentleman  mean  to 
call  my  obfcrvation  impertinent  ?" 

A  cry—**  The  qucftion — the  queflion  !'* 
jyir.  Ticrncy — **  I   confider  fuch   language  unparliaircnwry ; 
but  I  mufl  fay,  I  think  the  right  honourable  gentlf^ian  wui;lii  not 
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have  ufed  itj  had  lie  refledted  for  one  moment  on  Ae  fiaturCe^ 

©fit." 

Mr.  GREY  thought  hU  honoumble  friend  had  been  milled  by 
momentary  warmth,  .and  believed  Mr.  Dundas  did  not  ufe  the  ex* 
pveflion. 

Mr.  Secrebiiy  DUNDAS  faid,  he  ufed  the  exprcfliori ;  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  ought  to  recoiled,  that  expreffions  not  whollf 
free  from  harihnefs  had  been  ufed  by  him  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpcech, 
and  of  all  the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  he  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  leaft  reafon  to  be  quick  in  his  perceptbn  or  prompt 
An  complaining  of  any  (light  incorrednefs  of  expreflion.  Bat  the 
epithet  was  not,  he  believed,  unparliamentary :  it  might  with  per- 
feA  propriety,  and  quite  within  the  rules  of  the  Houfe,  be  Cud  al 
any  time,  that  an  argument  or  expreflion  is  not  pertinent.  . 

Mr.  TIERNEY  exprcfled  himfelf  fatisfied  with  this  expla^ 
nation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  undoubtedly  the  expreflion,  as  it  had 
been  ufed,  did  appear  to  him  to  be  unparliamentary,  but  knowirig 
that  it  would  admit  ot  an  equivocal  interpretation,  he  thought  it  beft 
to  decline  interfering 'while  there  remained  an  opportunity  for  ex-* 
planation. 

Mr.  Wm.'GRANT  tcx)k  a  concife  view  of  the  queftion.  He 
eoniidered  the  arguments  of  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to 
him  to  be  thcfe  three— i .  That  the  prefcnt  is  not  the  proper  time, 
becaufe  the  free  aflent  of  the  people  of  Ireland  cannot  be  obtained 
to  the  mcafurc  :-^2.  That  the  projcfl  of  Union  is  not  only  nuga- 
tory now,  but  would  be  fo  at  all  times,  becaufe  the  Parliament  had 
no  power  to  accede  to  it :  and  the  third,  that  after  what  paflcd  in 
Ireland  the  difcuflion  is  improper  and  upn'eccfTary ;  unncceflaiyy 
becaufe  nothing  can  be  efledcd  by  it  that  can  poflibly  lead  to  Con- 
ftitutional  Union  ;  improper,  becaufe.  it  would  lead  to  irritation  in 
the  great  body  of  the  Irifh  people.  On  thefc  topics  Mr.  Grant 
argued  with  much  ingcnunity,  and  purfuing  the  opinion  of  his  right 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  he  contended  that  a  free  aflent 
can  be  given  ;  and  as  to  the  competency  of  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land to  decide  fuch  a  queftion,  it  was  in  fed  but  the  treaty  of  two 
independent  Parliaments  who  had  a  power  to  do  whatever  the  Con- 
flitution  had  not  forbidden,  and  that  its  competency  was  not  more  a 
queftion  than  the  competency  of  the  clcdlors  to  whom  the  queftion 
rouft  in  fairnefs  firft  be  referred  ;  from  them  it  muft  go  to  the  peo- 
ple at  brge,  who  muil  be  aflembled  in  convention  on  Saliibury 
Plain;  but  even  when  there  aflembled,  every  individual  vote  muft: 
be  coUeded,  and  a  majority  muft  decide  the  queftion,  to  be  a  con- 
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dafive  decifion.  Gentlemen  would  fee  to  wh;|t  ridiculous  lengths 
dieir  theoretical  dogma  might  be  carried,  and  he  muft  think  they 
£iw  their  fallacy.  He  concluded  with  ^ving  his  hearty  fupport  to 
th^  moticm. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  fpoke  (bortly  on  the  fubjeft. 

The  Houfe  then  divided— For  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chairi 
149.;  Againft  it,  24. 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  Committee  pr$forma^  when 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  laid,  it  would  be  improper  to  proceed 
farther  at  that  late  hour,  and  hoped  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair, 
would  not  be  oppofed  at  any  future  day,  the  queftion  having  been 
now  decided. 

Mi'*  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  would  notpledge  himfelf  to  agree  to 
the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  at  any  time,  as  die  intelligence  froiQ 
Ireland  was  of  fo  alarming  a  nature,  that  it  would  be  impolitic  to 
entertain  the  queftion  at  all. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  anfwered;  that  of  the  Irifli  Pariiamcnt 
be  would  fay  nothing,  but  he  was  confident  the  Irifli  people  ap- 
proved the  meafure ;  and  we  underihnd  (ftrangers  being  excluded}^ 
he  intimated  his  determination  of  perfevering  in  the  projed.  The 
Committee  on  the  Union  reported  piogrefs,  and  aiked  leave  to  fit 
agaif)  on  Monday,  after  whidi  the  Houfe  adjourned. 
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The  fgUawing  is  a  more  correB  Report  tf 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORD'S  SPEECH 

IN   THE 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS 

On  the  %%d  of  Jdarch^   1798. 

My  Lords, 

IF  I  had  ever  had  any  fanguine  hope  of  fuccecding  in  a  motion 
fcr  the  removal  of  the  prefent  Minifters,  I  muft  confcfs  that  the 
difFerent  adjournments,  which  have  intervened  fince  I  (irft  gave 
notice  of  it,  would  have  given  me  great  uneafinefs :  but,  entertain- 
ing no  fuch  hope,  I  fliould  not  have  mentioned  them,  if  I  had  not 
been  anxious  to  return  the  Hoqfe  nny  (incere  thanks  for  their  indul-r 
gencc  IP  confenting  to  the  (irft  adjournment :  and,  if  I  were  now  to 
follow  my  own  difpofitlon  and  opinion,  I  fliouId  give  your  Lord- 
Ihips  but  little  trouble.  I  fhould  certainly  content  myfclf  with 
fubmitting  the  motion  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  without 
attempting  to  argue  the  neceflity  of  adopting  it,  becaufc  I  am  too 
well  aflurcd  by  CKpcricnce,  that,  if  you  do  not  already  feel  the  ne- 
ceflity of  it,  if  the  fituation  of  the  country  docs  not  appear  to  you 
truly  alarming,  if  you  do  not  attribute  our  misfortune  to  the  mif- 
,  condud  of  the  prefent  Minifters,  no  argument  of  mine  will  have 
any  effed,  or  entitle  me  to  hope  for  fuccefs.  Conceivings  however, 
that  you  might  attribute  fuch  conduft  to  difrefped,  I  (hall  endeavour 
to  juftify  myfelf  in  bringing  forward  this  motion,  by  calling  your 
attention  to  many  objcdb  of  the  higheft  importance,-^ the  fituation 
of  the  country  with  rcfpcd  to  foreign  enemies ;  the  principal  events 
of  the  laft.five  years  ;  the  condud  of  Minifters  in  profccuting  the 
war,  as  well  as  in  their  attempts  to  negotiate  ;  the  ftate  of  our 
finances ;  the  ftate  of  our  internal  government  ^  and  the  deplorable 
fituation  of  Ireland, 

It  will  not  require  a  long  detail  of  fads,  nor  a  great  deal  of  ar- 
gument to  prove,  that  in  the  career  which  the  prefent  Minifters  have 
purfucd,  they  have  been  fupported  by  your  implicit  confidence,  that 
they  have  been  ftrengthcned  by  all  the  concurrence  fieccflfary  topvc 
energy  to  their  meafures,  and  have  n^ver  been  thwarted  by  any  op- 
polition  on  the  part  of  this  Houfe,  that  could  obftru£t  or  retard  the 
fuccefs  of  their  dperations.     Whenever  you  have  bc«n  called  upon 
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to  inquive  into  particular  meafures,  or  into  the  general  coddud  of 
Adminiftration,  you  have  uniformly  refufed  to  enter  into  any  in^ 
qiury.  His  Majeity's  Minifters  have  been  left  at  liberty  to  follow 
rtieir  own  plans,  and  ftimifhed  with  ample  means  to  carry  them 
into  execution.  If,  therefore,  I  (halt be  able  to  (how  that,  not- 
withihinding  all  the  confidence  they  have  enjoyed,  and  all  the 
means  with  which  they  have  been  trufted,  chey  have  reduced  the 
country  to  its  prefent  ftate  of  danger  and  diftrefs  by  abfolute  mif« 
eonduft  and  incapacity,  I  think  your  Lordfhips  will  be  unavoidably 
bound  to  conclude  as  I  do,  that  no  rational  hope  can  be  entertained 
of  future  benefit  from  the  exertions  of  the  fame  perfons,  who  have 
created  the  difficulty ;  and  their  difmiOion  is  indifpeniablc,  and  that, 
on  this  ground,  your  Lord(hips,  who  are  the  .guardians  of  the 
public  welfire,  are  impexioufly  called  upon  to  adopt  the  addrefs^ 
which  I  (ball  have  the  honour  of  propofing  to  you,  or  fome  other  to 
the  fame  efFe6l«  • 

I  do  not  mean  to  detain  you,  by  entering  into  a  difcuflion  of  the 
origin  and  caufesof  the  war.  It  will  not,  however,  be  impertinent 
or  unfeafonable  to  remind  you,  that,  prior  to  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  Minifters  were  charged  by  thofe  who  were  friends  to 
peace,  with  purfuing  a  line  of  condud,  which  infallibly  led  to 
hoftilities,  and  that  the  war  was  the  natural  confequence  of  the 
policy,  upon  which  Minifters  had  long  adted.  My  object  now  is  to 
Ihow  you,  that  the  only  remedy  left  is  to  difpoflefs  the  men,  who 
have  done  fo  much  mifchicf,  of  the  power  of  doing  more.  As  to 
a  dired  criminal  accufation  againft  Minifters,  I  (hall  forbear  from 
it  at  prefent.  That  duty  will  be  better  fuited  to  a  moment  of  tran- 
quillity, w  hen  the  abfence  of  danger  may.  enable  us  nK>re  coolly  to 
enter  into  the  inveftigation  of  guilt. 

With  whatever  fentiments  Minifters  may  have  been  fuppofed  to 
contemplate  the  profpeA  of  a  war,  and  whatever  meaos  they  may 
have  employed  to  prevent  it,  yet  it  ^^\\\  be  recolleded,  that  the  dc* 
daration  of  war,  on  the  part  of  the  French,  was  received  here  with 
the  utmoft  joy  ;  that  the  Minifters  could  not  conceal  their  fatisfac- 
tion  at  being  furniftied  with  a  formal  pretence  for  alledging  that  the 
French  were  the  aggreffors,  and  with  an  oftenfible  juftification  for 
entering  into  the  war,  as  if  they  themfelves  had  not  provoked  it. 
It  was  viewed,  not  as  a  matter  of  melancholy  and  regret,  but  of 
triumph  and  exultation.  Thole,  however,  who  thought  that  greater 
exertions  and  a  dificrent  condud  ought  to  have  been  employed  to 
prevent  a  rupture  with  France,  left  no  effort  untried  to  avert  the 
evils,  in  which  we  were  likely  to  be  involved,  or  at  leaft  to  retard 
the  progrefs  of  calamities,  which'  might  have  been  avoided.     Re- 
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mondrances  \pere  made  againft  the  meafures  which  Mthiders  pur- 
fued.  It  was  conter.dedi  that  by  a  firiii>  a  manlyi  and  an  open 
condudty  France  might  ftill  be  turned  to  peacie,  and  that  every 
ground  of  difpute  might  be  removed.  ,  Parliament  was  called  upon 
to  declare  that  this  country  woufd  not  interfere  in  the  internal  afiairs 
of  France;  and  afterwards,  when  the  hoftile  views  of  Mini/ters 
became  more  fyf^ematic  and  lefs  difguifcd,  Parliament  was  called 
upon  to  addrefs  HisMajefty  to  enter  into  no  treaties  with  foreign 
powers,  which  would  form  an  argument  againR  peace,-  and  cmba- 
rafs  the  attainment  of  that  ohjedt.  To  this  no  other  anfwer  was 
made,  but  that,  flnce,  we  were  embarked  in  thp  conteft,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  go  on,  and  that  every  exertion  ought  to  be  made  to 
ftrengthen  the  country,  and  to  fccurc  fuccefs. 

Again,  to  remove  all  mifunderflanding  of  the  obje<5\s  and  view» 
entertained  in  the  profecution  of  the  war,  Parliament  was  ca]led 
upon  to  fay,  that  the  war  was  not  undertaken  for  the  purpofe  of  ag- 
grandifement,  but  on  the  benevolent  principles  cxpreiTcd  by  His 
Majcfly  in  his  fpceqh  at  the  beginning. of  the  fefTion,  and  ihat,  as 
the  French  were  then  defeated  and  reduced  within  their  own  terri- 
tory, the  moment  was  favourable  for  us  to  cdme  forward  with  offers 
of  peace.  To  this  it  was  anfwcred,  in  the  exultation  of  profperiry, 
tliat  being  now  engaged  in  a  foccefsful  purfuit,  we  were  bound  to 
pcrfcvcre  in  it,  until  the  ekifting  Government  of  France  was  re- 
placed by  a  better  fyftcm,.  and  that  the  moment  of  fuccefs  was  not 
the  moment  to  think  of  peace.  Such  was  the  language,  with  which 
every  attempt  to  oppofe  the  progreCs  of  the  war  was  refiftcd. 
Minifters,  however,  my  Lords,  had  not  then  avowed  the  whole  of 
their  defigns ;  they  did  not  then  feel  themfeWes  firmly  feated  on 
their  war  horfe  ;  nor  did  they  think  themfelves  fecUre  of  continuing 
their  conquefts.  If  we  had.  feized  that  opportunity  for  making 
peace,  we  fhould  fcarccly  have  felt  the  preffure  of  the  w.ar  ;  for  we 
had  not  then  incurred  a  debt  of  more  than  fix  millions,  nor  had  a 
greater  annual  charge  been  fixed  upon  the  country  than  250,0001. 
The  fuccecding  period  was  more  important.  The  next  feflion  was 
opened  with  a  ftrong  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  expreflfing  to  the 
country  that  we  wxrc  not  engaged  in  a  war  merely  for  defence,  but 
for  the  dcftrudlion  of  rapine,  anarchy,  and  impiety.  It  was  con- 
tended, that  wc  were  not  to  look  for  peace,  without  firft  rcftoring 
order  to  France.  Such  were  the  arguments  advanced.  Then  it 
was,  my  Lords,  that  the  whole  fcope  and  range  of  the  Minifters* 
plans  were  developed.  Then  had  we  a  full  view  of  their  defigns. 
Then  rfid  their  wild  and  frantic  fdicmes  blaze  forth  in  all  their 
fury.     Intent  only  on  tlicir  own  glory,  they  hoped  to  rival  by  their 
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exploits  the  proudeft  Miniftcr  of  the  proudeft  day  that  England  had 
ever  fccn — ^thcy  hoped,  miferablc  men  !  to  raife  temples  of  fame, 
and  trophies  of  vi6tory,  on  the  mutilated  carcafes  of  their  fdlovv- 
creatures.     They  were  difappointed.     But  you,  my  Lords,  and  the 
Nation,  though  adtuated  by  better  motives,  ftill  by  your  condu(fl 
contributed   to  produce  this  mifchief.      You,    my  Lords,  juftly 
(hocked  at  the  enormities  of  France,  became  unjuftyourfelves;  and 
irritated  at  the  impiety  and  irreligion  profcflcd  by  her  rulers,  affumed 
to  yourfelvcs,  without  right  or  vocation,  the  exercife  of  that  venge- 
ance, which  a  learned  Prelate  has  fo  truly  told  you  bclongeth  not  to 
man.     Still,  my  Lords,  the  advocates  for  peace  attempted  to  induce 
Parliament  to  adopt  a  milder  language.     Neither  difturbed  by  per- 
fonal  attacks  within  the  walls  of  Parliament;  nor  awed  by  the  popu- 
lar clamour  direfted  again(l  them  from  without,  but  firm  in  their 
country's  caufe,  and  as  anxjcus  for  its  profpcrity  and  glory  as  the 
proudeft  boafter  in  the  nation,  they  fteadily  purfued  the  meafurcs 
they  had  recommended.     They  told  you,  that,  if  you  hoped  to  de- 
ftroyed  France,  it  was* a  wild  and  foolifli  hope:  they  told  you,  if 
you  hoped  to  dcftroy  the  rulers  of  France,  the  bcft  way  was  by 
making  peace.     Other  ideas  prevailed,  and  were  adopted  ;  ftill, 
however,  thofe,  who  kept  the  ncceflity  of  peace  in  view,  pcrfcvered. 
They  heard  that  new  "alliances  were  formed  :  they  endeavoured  to 
advife  His  Majefty  to  extricate  himfclf  from  them  whenever  peace 
could  be  made  with  honour.     They  faid,  that  there  were  no  hopes 
of  fuccefs  in  the  continuance  of  the  war  ;  that  you  muft  not  depend 
on  your  allies ;  for  that  fome  of  them  already  began  to  feel  the 
preflure  of  the  war,  and  that,  unlefs  w?  aflifted  them  with  money, 
they  muft  foon  abandon  us  ;  that,  in  proportion  as  the  difiiculties  of 
•the  enemy  became  great,  they  increafed  their  exertions,  and  that  in 
the  end  our  own  refources  muft  fail  us.     The  anfwer  was,  that  we 
had  hitherto  been  fuccefsful ;  that  our  refources  were  adequate  to 
every  .emergency  ;  that,  though  we  might  be  fomewhat  affeded,%wc 
were  not,  like  the  miferable  Government  of  France,  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  forced  loans. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  that  fcflTion,  I  did  myfclf  the  honour  to 
move  certain  refuiutions  to  your  LordOiips.  We  had  then  been 
fuccefsful.  I  wifticd  to  call  your  Lordlhips'  attention  to  our  fitu- 
ation  a$  it  ftood,  and  to  fcize  that  opportunity  for  putting  an  end  to 
the  war.  I  likcwife  called  upon  you  to  advife  His  Majefty  to  ab- 
flain  from  any  interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  France  ;  or  that, 
if  you  did  mean  to  interfere,  you  (hould  flate  fome  prtcifc  points. 
I  did  believe  that  fuch  a  declaration  would  have  produced  fome  ad- 
vantage.    In  the  confufcd  ftate  of  France  at  that  time,  it  was  de- 
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firable  that  the  enemies  of  the  extfiing  Govemtnent  (hcndd  bave 
kiKMivn  the  particular  obje^,  which  you  wi(hcd  to  obtain.  We 
were  toldi  exultingly— <*  What !  now^  in  the  ODoment  of  fuccefs^ 
"  fliall  we  treat,  when  we  have  fuch  confident  hopes  of  attnning 
''  all  we  wifli  ?  No !  Jacobinifm  in  France  tnuft  be  deftroyed ! 
''  not  only  the  prefent  rulers  muft  be  cut  off,  but  all,  who  entettain 
**  the  fiiine  principles  and  fentiments  with  them>  mud  be  definiyed. 
^*  Wc  will  never  treat  with  men,  who  bave  dyed  their  hands  an  Ac 
**  blood  of  their  Sovereign,  and  who  have  dared  to  call  our  King  m 
'<  tyrant,  and  our  Parliament  ufurpers.  Let  us  make  one  grand 
*^  effort,  and  die,  if  we  muft  die,  with  fwords*  in  our  hands''—^ 
[A  cry  of  '^  Hear !  hear ! "  from  Lord  GrenviUe.}— Sudi  was 
the  proud  triumphant  language  of  Minif^en  at  liat  period,  and  I 
am  glad  to  find  that  the  noble  Secretary  feems  now  to  remember 
what,  on  other  occafions,  he  and  his  colleagues  feemed  to  have  fbr* 
gotten.  In  the  hour  of  profpcrity,  indeed,  their  language  waa 
lofty,  and  their  tone  determined.  But  did  they  pcrfevere  in  this 
temper  r  Did  they  difcover  a  firmnefs  in  adverfity  correfponding  td 
their  prefumption  in  fuccefs  t  Look  at  their  condu£l  the  next  year, 
and  fee  how  thefe  pretenfions  were  juflified.< — ^Tbe  feflion  dien 
clofed,  and  if  peace  had  been  obtainedi  we  (hould  not  have  eKpcri- 
enced  the  financial  difficulties  under  which  we  have  iince  laboured, 
nor  have  to  dread  thofe  with  which  we  are  now  threatened.  The 
fum  then  added  to  the  capital  of  our  debt  was  about  twenty-two 
millions,  and  the  annual  amount  of  taxes  one  million. 

Let  us  contraft  this  language  of  Minifters  with  what  they  faid 
the  next  year.  At  the  commencement  of  the  following  feffion  the 
fituation  of  aflairs  was  fomewhat  changed.  Minifiers  themfelves 
bqgan  to  think  the  proTped^s  they  had  held  out  to  foe  ibmcwhat  de- 
lufive,  and  to  imagine  that  the  continuance  of  oonqueA  was  not  to 
foe  relied  on.  The  people  began  to  think  it  a  war  for  the  extermi- 
nation of  go\'ernment,  and  not  to  be  fo  fond  of  the  purfuit.  They 
perceived  at  la(t  that  it  was  not  quite  certain,  virhich  df  the^  two  go- 
vernments might  be  exterminated ;  and,  though  they  were  delighted 
with  the  war  as  long  as  it  fucceeded,  they  were  not  at  all  comforted 
by  the  dilemma  held  out  to  them,  of  choofing  between  fuccefs  and 
ruin.  But,  my  Lords,  (bmc  perfons  in  Parliament  alfo  had 
idianged  their  fentiments ;  our  reveries  were  ackno^ndcdged  ;  but 
it  was  faid  that  the  Hate  of  affairs  in  France  was  fo  difbaded,  and 
their  finances  fo  exhaulled,  that  the  cauie  of  order,  morality,  and 
religion,  mud  ultimately  prevail.  Flattering,  however,  as  thia 
profped  was,  it  did  not  lefTen  the  wifh  for  peace ;  in  the  other 
Houle  an  amcndmdlt  was  moved^  in  order  to  induce  a  declantion^ 
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<h<t  itvraft  then  etpe^icnt  to  make  peace.  That  amendment  was 
rsjed^ ;  fo6n  afterwards,  however,  the  advocates  for  peace,  not 
diflieartehed  by  repeated  defeats,  were  anxious  to  have  the  true 
itteatiing  of  Government  underftood :  they  gave  a  long  notice  of 
their  intention  ;  and  they  took  care  to  draw  up  their  motidn  fo  as  to 
bring  the  queftion  to  a  direft  iffue.  They  were  furprifed  to  find 
that  Minifters  were  determined  not  to  meet  this  queftion,  but  to 
get  rid  of  it  by  an  amendment.  In  order  to  foften  their  declara- 
tion, Minifters  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  (bte  that  they  were  de- 
termined to  perfevefc  till  fuch  a  government  (hould  be  eftabliftied 
in  France,  as  might  be  capable  of  maintaining  the  accuftomed  re- 
lations of  amity  and  peace  ;  they  did  not  fay  that  the  then  Govern- 
ment was  capable  of  maintaining  them,  nor  did  they  define  what 
government  they  ii-ould  confidcr  fo.  The  advocates  for  peace, 
however,  fupported  their  ^original  motion.  They  urged  Parlia* 
ment  to  negotiate,  while  they  were  able  to  profecute  the  war  with 
vigour  ;  and  they  reminded  the  Houfe  that  the  relations  of  amity 
and  peace  had  been  maintained  by  France  with  other  nations.  At 
this  lime,  too,  Minifiers  were  warned  of  the  mifchief  that  might 
arife  in  Ireland  from  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and  from  perfe- 
vcring  in  the  fyftcm  they  fcemed  inclined  to  adopt.  But  Minifters 
were  not  to  be  convinced  by  fuch  arguments ;  though  they  felt  that, 
if  they  dill  talked  of  dying  with  arms  in  their  hands,  they  (hould 
not  meet  with  much  applaufe.  On  the  one  hand,  they  had  to 
foften  and  fatisfy  the  perfons  who  were  defirous  of  peace,  while  on 
the  other,  they  had  to  roufe  the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  country. 
They  faid,  "  What !  will  you  treat  when  you  have  fufivred  re- 
•*  rerfes?"  Laft  year  they  would  not  treat,  becaufc  they  were  fuc- 
cefsful ;  this  year  they  refufed,  becaufe  they  had  been  defeated'.  If 
you  treat  now,  they  urged,  you  will  acknowledge  the  fupcriority  of 
the  enemy.  Had  they  faid,  if  you  treat  now,  you  will  acknowledge 
the  incapacity  of  Minifters,  they  would  have  been  right.  Will 
you  treat  now,  they  added,  with  a  Republic,  and  confcfs  that  that 
form  of  government  is  bcft?  It  will  be  a  condemnation  of  your 
own  ;  it  will  amount  to  a  confcflTion^  that  your  King  and  Parlia- 
*icnt  are  unfit  to  govern  you.  They  held  out  to  us,  that  the  French 
poflfeffed  certain  territories,  which  it  would  be  abfolutcly  ruinous  to 
fWs  country  for  them  to  keep,  and  which  they  coold  never  be  al- 
lowed to  retain.  They  tried  then  the  mercantile  intercft,  and  put 
it  to  them,  whether  they  would  give  up  the  WcR- India  iflands,  re.< 
finqui(h  all  hopes  of  indemnity — and  at  what  time  ?  When  the 
fituation  of  France  was  fo  exhaufted  and  fo  dcfperate,  that  if  we 
^erfevered^  the  brightcd  hopes  of  fuccefs  might  be  entertained. 
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Nay,  one  perfon  had  been  bold  enough  to  fay,  that  the  finances  of 
France  were  already  exhaufted,  and  he  always  knew  they  would  be 
fo.     Yet  (till,  my  Lords,  MiDi(>ers  did  not  talk  of  monarchy  in 
the  Iangu3ge  they  had  done  formerly.     We  do  not,  faid  they,  want 
a  monarchy  in  France ;  we  only  want  fuch  a  government  as  is  ca- 
pable of  maintaining  the  accuflomcd  relations  of  peace  and  amity  ; 
with  fuch  a  Government,  whether  republican,  or  not,  we  will  treat. 
They  told  us  in  their  arguments  that  they  had  given  up  indemnity  ; 
but  they  faid,  "  Will  you  fay  we  can  treat  witli  the  exifting  go- 
'*  vernment  ?     Surely  you  cannot ;  for  you  may  as  well  fay   wc 
**  muft  now  treat."     This  proves  that  they  were  fighting  for  the 
cAablifhment  of  fuch  a  government  in  France  as  would  pleafe  them- 
feves.     Where  now,   my  Lords,  was  the  lofty  language,   which 
talked  of  rcftoring  the  French  Monarchy  ;     Where  were  the  fup- 
porters  of  the  declaration  iiTued  by  a  noble  Lord,  oppofite  to  me,  at 
Toulon  ?     Where  were  the  men  who  fiid,  that  there  was  rw  mid- 
dle line  between  anarchy  and  monarchy  r  They  were  all  foftcned  ; 
they  were  foftencd,  becaufe  they  found  that  they  could  not  maintain 
their  principles  without  lofing  their  fituations.      They  then  fhewcd 
that,  however  lofty  their  language  had  been  in  the  hour  of  profperity, 
they  were  ready  to  lower  it  as  their  profpedJs  fell ;  that  their  mode- 
ration was  progrcflive,  and  regularly  increafed  in  proportion  to  their 
difficulties.      But  their  conccflfion  was  of  no  advantage  to  their 
country.     Their  original  tone  was  too  exalted  ;  and  in  their  de- 
fccnding  fcalc  they  .were  always  too  high  for  the  occafion,  on  which 
conccflion  was  required  i    they  encouraged    the   demands  of   the 
enemy,  becaufe  the  enemy  knew  that  Minifters  would  ultimately 
accede  to  their  demands.     In  this  way,  conccflion  only  produced 
difgrace,  without  promoting  conciliation.     Such  was  the  fituation, 
in  which  wc  were  placed  in  the  third  year  of  the  war.     A  debt  of 
forty.fcven   millions  had  been  incurred,  and  a  permanent  annual 
charge  upon  the  country  of  2,250,0001.     With  this  the  feflion 
clofcd.     The  opening  of  the  next   prefcnted  a  different  afpe£i  of 
afTtirs.     The  allies  had   been  fucccfsfuL     Yet,   however  elated 
Minifters  might  be  at  thefe  fucceflcs,  ftill  they  did  not  think  them 
fufficient  to  warrant  the  rcfumption  of  their  old  ftrain  of  argument; 
but  in  anfwer  to  thofe,  who  ftill  endeavoured  for  peace,  they  faid 
that  the  ftate  of  things  in  France  muft  lead  to  a.crifiF,  the  iffuc  of 
which  no  one  could  forefee,  but  that  great  events  might  arife,  which 
would  be  important  to  the  interefts  ol  Europe.     If*  the  crifis  termi- 
nated favourably,  they  would  be  ready  to  meet  any  propofitvon  that 
might  be  made  for  peace.     It  was  then  endeavoured  by  tlic  advo- 
cates for  peace  to  be  proved^  that  it  would  be  better  to  attempt  ta 
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come  to  a  condufion ;  and  Parliament  was  urged  to  declare,  that 
the  then  Government  of  France  w^  capable  of  maintaining  the 
accuftdmed  relations  of  amity  and  peace.  No  fuccefs,  however, 
was  derived  from  that  propofuion.  Minifters  told  us,  that  it  would 
be  humiliating  to  make  fuch  an  acknowledgment  when  we  had  been 
fuccefsful.  Here  again- our  iituation  was  brought  forward  as  an  ar- 
gument againfl  negotiating.  But  it  was  alfo  faid,  that  France  was 
abfolutely  fo  exhauAcd,  that  another  campaign  was  more  than  (he 
could  endure.  Your  Lordlhips  may  remember  that  on  that  occa- 
lion  I  moved  an  amendment.  I  faid  I  would  not  enter  into  the 
involved  qucftion  ;  and  that  all  I  had  to  obfcrve  was,  that  in  pro- 
portion as  thefe  predictions  of  Minifters  were  more  peremptory,  the 
energies  of  France  became  greater.  '  Some  compliments  were  paid 
me ;  it  was  faid,  that  I  was  perfe£)ly  competent  to  argue  the  quef- 
lion,  but  that  I  declined  it  from  a  convidlion  that  little  could  be 
faid.  The  event  has  proved  whether  I  was  right  or  wrong.  But 
failing  conftantly  in  our  attempts  to  make  Parliament  declare  that 
France  was  capable  of  hiaintaining  the  relations  of  amity  and  peace, 
we  learnt,  with  great  furprizc,  in  Icfs  than  fix  weeks,  that  the  crifis 
had  ended  favourably,  and  that  Minifters  declared  themfelves  ready 
to  meet  any  offers  of  negotiation.  Now,  furcly,  my  Lords,  ihofc 
who  were  fo  anxious  for  a  fixed  form  of  government  in  France, 
Dught  to  have  taken  more  than  fiK  weeks  to  decide  upon  the  new 
government,  and  whether  it  had  fufficient  ftability  or  not.  But 
thinking  as  we  did,  that  you  might  have  treated  with  any  govern- 
ment that  had  exiAcd  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  we  had 
of  courfe  no  objediion  to  this  offer  of  treating.  We  could  not, 
however,  help  fufpe<51ing,  that  Minificrs  had  no  fineere  defire  for 
peace,  but  were  anxious  to  concede  a  little,  not  to  us  qertainly, 
but  to  thofc  who.  were  wavering  between  peace  and  war.  This 
ftate  of  affairs  produced  the  communication  of  a  meffage  from  Mr« 
Wickham,  an  anfwer  to  it,  and  a  note  commenting  upon  both. 
Upon  that  meffage  I  have  had  occafion  to  remark  before,  and  I 
have  always  faid,  and  it  is  not  my  own  opinion  alone,  but  the  opinion 
of  men  of  all  parties,  with  whom  I  have  converfed,  that  that  pro- 
ceeding was  the  moft  unlikely  means,  that  were  ever  adopted  by 
any,  nation  to  fecure  a  peace.  You  would  have  thought,  at  leafi, 
that  fome  civility  might  have  been  ufcd  to  the  power,  with  whom 
you  profeffed  a  wifh  to  treat ;  that,  after  all  the  infults  offered,  it 
would  have  been  wife  to  have  (hown  an  inclination  to  acknowledge 
the  Republic  ;  but  it  was  fludioufly  avoided.  At  this  period  the 
debt  contradled  was  about  87,000,0001.  ;  the  annual  charge 
created  4|OOOjOOol.     When  Minifters  found  that  this  ftep  was 
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bqC  q^te  fiifficknt  to  ddurie  die  pooplo,  they  bcoif  ht  fiorwaid  ano* 
ther  iK^gptiatioir,  with  a  little  more  flage  tnck  ia  it»'  If  your 
Lor<i(hips„  however^  lock  at  the  negotiatidn  tinder  Lord  MalmeC. 
bury,  and  can  believe  in  your  hearts  that  Miniflers  were  lincerc  in 
fheif  deOrc  for  peace,  you  muft  in  your  hearts  believe^  alio,  that  they 
arc  the  moft  incapable  men  for  oonduAing  a  ncgotutfion  that  ever 
lived.  I  have  often,  my  Lords,  adverted  to  ^at  negottatioR ;  I 
have  faid,  that  there  was  nothing  conciliatory  in  it ;  but  that  the 
whole  progrds  of  it  tended  to  teach  the  French  ta  doubt  your  finee* 
rity.  They  fent  a  pcrfon  mith  powers  to  conclude,  but  not  to  treat. 
They  fent  hire  to  treat  for  the  Emperor,  without  fower  (torn  the 
Emperor  to  treat  or  oooclude.  Look  at  the  terms  they  offered,  an4 
then  afic  if  they  could  be  (inccre  ?  I  had  hoped,  my  Lords,  on 
this  day»  to  have  fpoken  witti  a  little  more  information ;  but  even 
though  the  event  to  which  I  allude  is  fo  long  paft,  I  finti  Minlftcvs 
^re  determined  to  give  no  information  on  the  fubjed,  and  therefore 
I  am  warranted  in  contending,  that  there  is  nothing  in  thofe  papers^ 
which  can  prove  the  aflertions  that  have  been*  made  by  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifteca.  But»  my  Lords,  thene  is  Aill  enough,  without 
recurring  to  farther  information,  to  (how  the  infinccrity  of  Minify 
ters ;  or,  if  they  were  fincere,  to  prove  their  wildncfe  and  their 
foUy.  What  is  it  you  propofe  to  France  ?  KecolleA  the  filuation 
in  which  you  flood-^recolled  that  you  kt  out  as  the  avengers  of  in- 
nocence, as  the  prote6tors  of  the  oppreflfcd ;  that  you  defircd  to  curb 
the  wild  aggrandizement  of  France,  not  to  get  by  the  war ;  and 
then  look  at  the  terms  you  oi&r.  Why,  that  with  France,  and  the 
three  Northern  Powecs,  you  are  to  defpuil  the  little  ftates— [A  cry 
of  "  Hear!  hear  !"]— You,  the  avengers  of  innocence,  the  di(in-> 
terefted.  protedors  of  the  opprefled,  allow  Poland  to  be  dividcct 
without  a.  remonArance  ;  you  fuffcr  France  to  retain  feme  of  hev 
acquilitions ;  to  give  the  Emperor  fomething  more  to  fecure  his 
frontier ;  and  you  are  to  keep  a  portion  of  what  you'  have  got.  I 
do  not  mcanccertainly  that  you  are  to  have  any  continental  poflcC- 
iions^  but  you  are  to  have  the  Cape  and  Trincomale,  and  6ne  c4 
the  French  iflaods,  provided  the  French  are  fuf&red  to  keep  St.  Do- 
mingo. You  were  to  have  part  of  the  poflfefllons  of  your  alHes  (Itw 
Dutch  ;  the  Emperor  was  to  be  left  in  the  poflV:(n4>n  of  Poland  ;  fo 
was  Ruffia,  fo  was  Pruflia.  If  peace  had  been  concluded  then,  the 
parties  which  had  made  the  war  to  feve  property  and  to  protc6^  it 
from  invafion,  would  all  have  been  benefited  by  a  new  diftributicn 
of  the  property  of  others.  The  ccffion  of  Belgium  was  dcmamle-# 
^^Jine  qua  non^  in  the  clearcft  nn  I  moft  intclli^'blo  Innci:  _c,  ^ikI* 
upon  that  the  negotiation  went  ufF.     I  thought,  and.  J  k    »       v.  ia.y 
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foy  without  incurring  blatnCi  or  if  I  do,  I  have  His  Majefty^s  Mi- 
nifters  to  participate  in  it  with  me,  (for  they  have  lince  ptx>pored 
terms  without  demanding  Belgium,)  that  Belgium  ought  to  have 
been  ceded,  if  France  infifted  on  It ;  that,  from  her  iituation,  (he 
had  a  right  to  expe6l  to  keep  it.     tt  was  the  opinion  of  thofe,  who 
did  not  know  the  calamities  that  awaited  us,  for  we  did  not  know 
that   the  Bank  was  foon  to  fail.      They,   however,    who    did 
know  it,  who  muft  for  two  years  have  forefeen  it,  muft  have  known 
that  it  was  advifeabic  to  procure  peace,  not  only  upon  thofe  termSf 
but  almoft  upon  any  tenps.     They  muft  have  known  that  fuch  a 
peace  would  not  only  not  h«ve  been  a  bad  peace»  but  that  the  con* 
tinuance  of  the  war  for  another  year  would  coft  eig^hty  millions. 
They  did  profecute  •  jL*war,  eighty  millions  were  fpent,  and  Bel- 
gium is  loft.     If  I  could  be  convinced  that  Miniilers  were  lincere 
In  their  6rfi  and  fecond  negotiations,  I  (hould  have  no  right  to 
doubt  their  fincerity  Fn  the  third.     But  thinking,  as  I  do,  that  they 
were  neither  fincere  in  the  firft  nor  the  fecond,  I  am  warranted  in 
doubting  their  lincerity  in  the  third  ;  prticularly  when  I  find  that 
they  employed  a  fecond  time  a  perfon,  who  had  failed  in  the  (irft 
inftance.     For  that  perfon,  my  Lords,  I  certainly  have  a  perfonal 
refpedt.     I  believe  him  to  be  perfedly  (it  and  competent ;  but  I 
have  always  thought  that  there  is  fome  objedion  to  employing  a 
man  in  the  fame  fituation,  in  which  he  has  failed  before.     My 
Lords,  the  French  thought  fo  too.     I  lay  afide  all  the  nonfenfe  of 
fufleting  ourfelves  to  be  diflated  to  ;  but  when  I  find  that  a  nego- 
tiation has  been  unfuccefsful  with  one  perfon,  L  think  it  more  likely 
to  conciliate  the  power,  with  which  you  are  about  to  treat,  if  you 
employ  (bme  other  n^otiator.     But  admitting,  for  the  fake  of  ar- 
gument, that  Minifters  were  fincere,  I  contend  the}'  (howed  no  ta- 
lents for  negotiation,  and  I  am  therefore  warranted  in  faying,  that 
we  cannot  look  to  them  for  a  fafe  and  equitable  peace.     Subfequcnt  ' 
to  the  fecond  negotiation,  it  was  endeavoured  by  thofe,  who  fiill 
wifhed  for  peace,  to  induce  your  Lord(hips  to  rcfort  to  another  line 
of  condu6^,  fincethat,  which  Minillers  had  putfucd,  had  repeatedly 
failed.     The  haughty  demeanour  they  had-  obferved,  the  irritating 
language  they  had  held,   their  conftantly  refufing  to  acknowledge 
the  French  Republic,  or  endeavouring  to  avoid  it ;  their  rcfufal  to 
]i(tcn  to  accommodation  at  the  outfet :  all  thefe  circumfianccs  dif- 
qualified  them  for  a<Sling  the  partof  conciliation  with  any  credit  for 
fincerity,  or  any  chance  of  fucccfs.     The  infolcnce,  which  they  had 
difplayed  in  profperity,  was  not  followed  by  firnmriefs  in  advcrfity  ; 
and  their  concefilons,  though  never  calculated  to  procure  peace,  bc- 
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trajTcd  them  to  the  enemy  as  weak  and  wavering  ilatbTmen,  from 
whom  every  conceffion  might  ultimately  be  obtained.  When  fuch 
was  the  charafler  of  Miniftcrs,  and  fuch  the  light  in  which  thqr 
wete  viewed  by  the  enemy,  how  could  it  be  expeded  that  peaoe 
would  be  the  refult  of  their  hollow  negotiations  ? 

Ar  the  end  of  five  years  of  war,  then,  let  me  cill  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  to  a  comparifon  of  the  fituation,  in  which  we  flood  at  the 
oucfet,  with  that,  which  we  now  hold.  Wc  began  the  war  in  con- 
junftion  with  the;  greateft  confederacy  ever  known  in  Europe,  and 
wc  are  now  without  a  fingle  ally  but  Portugal  !  It  was  then  faid, 
what  would  our  fituation  be,  if  we  were  obliged  towage  war  alone 
with  France,  wlule  France  was  at  peace  with  the  other  nations  of 
Europe  ?  How  favourable  a  fituation  thj,  \i^o  that  in  which  wc 
now  (land  !  Wc  ihould  have  entered  upon  \A;conteft  with  refourccs 
unimpaired,  and,  in  the  worft  event,  wc  (hould  have  feen  at  fomc 
years  diftance  the  calamity  we  now  experience.  Notwithftanding 
all  the  expencc,  which  the  war  has  heaped  upon  us,  wc  fee  not  a 
fingle  effort  exerted  in  vigorous  attack,  we  arc  reduced  to  a  ftate  of 
inert  felf-dcfcnce.  What  hope  of  fuccefs  have  we  in  protraded 
war  ?  What  profpcdl  have  we  of  its  termination  ?  What  prof- 
ped  have  wc  to  cheer  the  gloom,  or  to  compcnfate  for  fo  many  (a- 
crifices  ?  Our  exertions,  my  Lords,  undtT  the  aufpices  of  the 
prefent  Miiyllers,  are  as  hopclcfs  as  they  arc  incalculable.  When 
the  accounts  of  the  Americrin  war  were  made  up,  the  whole  amount 
of  intereft  was  under  9,300,000!.  ;  the  charge  created  at  the  end 
of  laft  fefTion  was  little  kfs  than  7,500,000!. ;  no  one  will  con- 
tend, that  what  is  wanted  for  the  prefent  year  will  hot  require 
2,ooo,oool.  more  to  pay  the  intereft. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  that  the  fuhjc^Sl  of  finance  is  irkfometo  you  i 
but  let  me  entreat  you  to  confidcr  the  magnitude  of  the  debt,  under 
which  this  country  labours.  The  annual  charge  entailed  upon  this 
country,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  war,  is  equal  to  the  amount  of 
the  debt  at  the  time  when  the  prefent  Minifters  came  into  power. 
Without  mentioning  the  ditFcrcnt  corps  of  fupplemcntary  cavalry, 
^c.  which  had  been  raifcil  at  a  great  expencc  to  the  country,  the 
permanent  debt  of  the  nation  was  doubled  in  the  (hort  fpacc  of  five 
years.  Can  you  think,  then,  that  lio  blame  can  attach  to  the  men, 
who  have  fquandercd  fo  profufcly  the  refources  of  the  nation  with* 
out  fruit  or  advantage  ?  Do  you  thinki  that  the  review  of  what  wc 
were  and  what  we  are  now,  what  we  have  fpent  and  what  we  have 
gained,  or  rather  loft>  affords  no  proof  of  the  incapacity  of  the  pre- 
fent Miniflersj  and  that^  under  their  aufpicesj  you  can  have  any 
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hope  that  your  aiFairs  will  be  condu£led  with  ability  and  fuccefs  ? 
While  we  contemplate  this  affliding  (ituation  of  affairs  abroad, 
there  is  nothing  in  our  internal  ftate  to  afford  us  any  confolation. 
While  our  burdens  have  incrcafed,  our  privileges  have  been 
abridged.  We  are  now  living  under  laws  repugnant  to  the  beft 
principles,  which  our  anceftors  laboured  to  eftablifh.  But  there  is 
another  topic,  which  this  review  fuggcAs,  on  which  I  know  not 
how  to  fpeak.  ConPtder,  my  Lords,  the  (ituation  of  Ireland  at 
the  prcfent  moment.  It  has  been  faid,  th^t  you  ought  not  to  in- 
terfere in  the  affairs  of  Ireland  :  but  do  not  the  Miniders  of  this 
country  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland  ?  Do  not  the  Minifters 
of  this  country,  by  the  fyffem  which  they  purfue,  alienate  from 
you  the  affe6tions  of  the  fifter  kingdom  ?  My  Lords,  were  I  to 
enter  into  a  detail  of  the  horrible  ads,  which  have  been  done  in 
Ireland,  the  pidurc  would  appal  the  ffouteff  heart.  It  could  be 
proved,  that  the  moft  (hocking  atrocities  have  been  perpetrated  ; 
but  indeed  what  could  be  expeded,  if  men,  kept  in  ffrifl  difcipline, 
were  all  at  once  allowed  to  give  loofe  to  their  fury  and  their  paf- 
fions  ?  To  the  vnilitary,  then,  I  do  not  impute  the  blame,  but  to 
thofe,  by  whom  their  cxceffcs  have  been  pei;mitted  and  encouraged. 
Certain  it  is,  that  two  diffin€t  and  oppolite  orders  have  been  iffued 
for  regulating  the  conduA  of  the  military  ;  one,  by  which  they . 
were  allowed  to  aft  without  the  authority  of  t])p  civil  power  ;  and 
the  other,  by  which  they  are  reftrained  from  afting  without  that  au- 
thority. It  is  known,  that  regiments  have  publifhed  declarations, 
in  which  they  ffate,  that  certain  perfons  (hall  find,  before  they  are 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  civil  power,  that  fuch  a  regiment  is 
not  to  be  trifled  with.  Thefe  infulting  proceedings  too  are  fanc- 
tioncd  by  the  countenance  of  Government.  What  then  muft  be 
the  confequences  of  thefe  meafures,  if  not  checked  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  more  conciliating  fyffem  ;  and  what  profpeft  is  there  that 
conciliation  will  ever  be  employed  with  fuccefs  by  men,  who  havo 
loofened,  by  their  mifconduft,  the  bands  which  uhite  the  two  king- 
doms ?  My  Lords,  they  muff  be  fatal  ;  there  can  be  no  profpeti 
of  conciliation  but  by  a  change  of  thofe  men,  who  have  fanftioncd 
this  tyranny,  and  under  whofe  government  we  now  live. 

I  think  (  have  ftated  fufficient  to  juftify  my  having  aflcrted,  tha^ 
you  are  imperioufly  called  upon  by  the  duty  you  owe  ycuir  country,  to 
adopt  the  addrefs  I  (hall  prupofe  to  you,  or  one  of  a  (imilar  ten- 
dency. I  have  (hown  you,  that  Miniffers  have  exhibited  no  vigour 
in  the  profecution  of  the  war  ;  for,  with  all  the  means  of  carrying 
iton^  we  are  reduced  to  a  ffate  of  defence  ;  that,  by  their  ill-tif»e4 
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conceflioru,  fhey  have  taught  the  enemy  to  believe  they  may  in  the 
end,  by  perfeverancei  gain  all  they  wi(h  from  us ;  that  our  internal 
government  is  weakened  by  their  condud,  and  only  fupported  by 
means  not  fit  to  be  reforted  to  in  a  free  country  ;  that  our  refouvces, 
by  their  lavi(h  profuflon,  are  nearly  enhaufted  ;  and  that  they  have 
not  brought  us  into  this  iituation  without  being  aware  of  the  proba* 
ble  confequenccs  of  their  conduct— we  have  frecjuently  warned  them 
of  their  danger.  I  mud  confefs  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  they 
can  bring  forward  In  fupport  of  their  continuance  in  office.  All 
that  they  can  pretend  to  is  the  reditude  of  their  intention.  To  a 
charge  of  guilt/ the  allegation  of  innocence  may  be  properly  oppofed  ; 
but  it  does  not  apply  to  the  prefent  queftion.  My  objed  to-day  is 
prudential  and  prorpc(5)ive.  If  their  plea  of  innocence  were  ever  fo 
well  founded,  it  would  be  no  judification  of  your  Lordlhips  in  truft- 
ing  the  government  of  the  country  to  men,  who  in  no  one  zA  have 
exalted  the  nation  ;  whofe  every  act  has  tended  to  dq;rade  and  dif- 
grace  it. 

Another  plea,  fomewhat  arrc^antly  urged,  for  continuing  the  pre- 
fent Minidcrs,  is  founded  on  a  prefumption  without  argument  or 
proof,  that  ihey  are  the  only  pcrfons  qualified  for  office,  of  whofe 
loyalty  there  could  be  no  fufpicion.  I  think  they  cannot  mean  to 
fay,  that  there  are  not  among  thofc,  whom  I  have  now  the  honour 
of  addrefling,  and  in  the  other  Houfe  too,  a  fufficient  number  of  men 
to  conftitute  a  Cabinet — men  capable  of  advifing  His  Majefty,  of 
great  talents,  fair  character,  and  adequate  property.  But  this 
charge,  though  not  levelled  againd  me,  is  dired^ed  againft  thofc 
with  whom  I  am  proud  to  be  intimately  conneded;  I  will  a(k 
what  there  is  in  our  condudl  to  juAify  fo  ^rrogant  an  aflertion  ? 
Have  we  (hown,  that  we  are  candidates  for  offi^  ?  How  would 
any  of  your  Lordfhips.  defcribe  fuch  a  candidate  ?  Would  you  not 
defcribe  him  as  complying  in  his  difpoHtion,  affiduoufly  courting  the 
fupport  of  every  majority,  acquiefcing  in  the  fentiments  of  any  ma- 
jority,  bold  and  haughty  in  profperity,  and  mean  and  conceding  in 
advcrfity  ?  Would  fuch  a  defcription  apply  to  us  r  Have  wc  ever 
deferted  anjr  point,  or  abandoned  any  principle  ?  Have  we  not 
preferved  a  uniform  line  of  conduft  ?  Docs  the  perfevcrancc.  in 
principles  juftify  fufpicion  r  We  have  faid,  indeed,  that  a  Reform 
in  Parliament  is  nccelTary  ;  that  it  is  what  the  people  have  a  right 
fo.  We  have  faid,  that  by  the  Conftitutibn  they  have  a  right  to  a 
fair  reprefentation  ;  we  wilh  for  fomething  to  control  the  in- 
creafing  power  of  the  Crown ;  we  want  a'  balance  to  the  power 

of  the  Ariftocracy  in  the  creation  of  Peers,  vvhcn  Peers  arc  made  by 

coxcnp- 
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The  Earl  of  FAUCONBERG  fpoke  to  order. 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORD.     If  any  noUe  Lord  thinks  I  am 
diforderly»  he  will  proceed,  I  hope,  ftrlAly,  according  to  the  orders 
of  the  Houfe,  and  move  to  have  my  words  taken  down.     I  (hall 
always  bow  to  the  orders  of  the  Houfe  ;  bdt  I   cannot  confcQt  to 
pay  any  noble  Lord  that  deference,  if  he  does  not  abide  by  thofe 
orders.— [After  a  paufe.]    I  may  prefume  that  I  was  not  difer* 
derly,  (ince  my  words  have  not  been  taken  down.     I   %ras'  (hitingi; 
and  I  conceive  I  had  a  perfeA  right  fo  to  do,   that  I  wilhed  for 
a  Parliamentary  Reform,  in  order  to  coonterad  the  growing  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown  and  the  Ariftocracy.     I  think  the  Commons  are 
no  longer  likely  to  hold  that  independence,  which  they  have  hitherto 
poffefled.     No  one  has  a  right  to  fuppofe  that  I  mean  to  fay  any 
thing  againft  the  particular  perlons  feleded ;  many  of  them  I  know 
and  refped;  but  the  fairer  their  charaSer,  the  greater  is  the  eventual 
danger  to  the  Conftitution  ;  for,  if  Commoners  of  the  moft  con- 
iidcrable  fortune  arc  to  be  fele£ted  and  removed  from  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  if  no  ipeafures  are  taken  to  Icflen  the  difficulty  of 
fupplying  their  places  with  gentlemen  of  independent  charader,  I 
xieed  not  fay  that  the  refuit  muft  be  fafal  to  the  general  independence 
of  that  Houfe.     It  mull  be  fo  when  nO|tountry  gentlemen  are  left, 
who  may  be  able  to  bear  the  expence  of  contcfted  elcdions,  cr  to 
reiift  the  influence  of  Government.     Thefe  expences  are  become 
fo  great,  and  the  power  of  the  Crown  fo  extended  Uy  t£e  increafe  of 
influence  derived  from  thccoUeAion  and  expenditure  of  an  immenfe 
increafing  revenue,  that  there  is  little  doubt,  that  in  future  the  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  day  will  have  the  nomination  of  moft  of  the  Members. 
1  fay  therefore  diftindlly,  that  I  am  an  advocate  for  Parliamentary 
Reform.     If  that  be  an  objedion  againft  us,  we  wifli  it  not  to  be 
waved  ;  we  leave  it  to  the  country  to  decide. 

The  fubjed  has  led  me  to  the  reeolledion  of  another  point  upon 
which  I  (ball  fay  a  few  words-^I  am  aware  that,  when  any  perfon 
is  fligmatizec^R  is  competent  to  that  perfon  to  refcuc  himfelf  from 
fuch  ftigma^jut  ftill  it  is  difagreeabie  to  dircd  your  Lordfhips  to 
any  indiv^^l.  I  entreat,  therefore,  your  Lordftiips'  indulgence, 
while  I  V/  f^^  words  rcfpeding  myfclf,  which  I  (hould  not  have 
done,  if  my  conduct  had  not  been  made  the  fubjc(^  of  animadvcr- 
lion.  When  f|^d  the  honour  of,  a  fecund  time,  propoHng  a  day 
for  the  difcufllon  of  the  qucftion,  which  I  am  now  abcmt  to  fubmit 
to  you,  it  was  remarked  that  the  manner  in  which  I  propofed  it, 
fufliciently  (hewed  that  I  thought  it  of  no  iniportance  tu  the  Nation 
and  your  Lordships.      I  was  told,  that  the  mode  of  introducing  it 
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juftificd  the  rejcflionof  the  firft  motion^  particularly  when  it  was  rc- 
eolle6ied,  that  I  had  abfented  myfelf  for  fix  weeks.  On  this  fubjed 
I  (hould  not  have  faid  any  thing,  if  I  had  not  feen  that  the  remarks 
then  made  met  with  the  approbation  of  moft  of  your  Lordfliips 
who  .were  prefent.  I  did  not  ftate  that  it  was  not  a  matter  of  much 
importance  to  the  nation.  I  faid,  that  if  you  did  not  think  it  im- 
portant enough  to  induce  you  to  put  off.  the  adjournment  of  the 
Houfcy  I  could  not  think  it  likely  to  meet  with  much  fuccefs  among 
your  Lordihip.  Yet  I  faid,  that  I  brought  it  forward  on  the  ideas 
of  many  perfons  who  conceived  it  might  be  beneficial,  and  I  am 
anxious  that  it  Ihould  be  fo  underAood.  Becaufe,  though  I  cannot 
admit  that  abfcnting  myfelf  precludes  me  from  bringing  before  you 
any  fubjcd,  yet  it  would  be  highly  unbecoming  in  me  to  come  for- 
ward, convinced  that  I  could  do  no  good,  and  merely  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  delivering  a  fpeech. 

With  refpc(ft  to  abfenting  myfelf,  I  (hould  not  have  thought  that 
•  it  could  have  been  of  confequcnce  enough  to  have  been  mentioned 
within  thefc  walls.  I  ftated  my  determination  to  do  .fo  laft  ycar^ 
an4  my  reafons.  I  faid  that,  finding  I  could  do  no  good,  I  thought 
it  abfurd  to  trouble  your  Lordfliips ;  but,  if  ever  I  (hould  think  I 
could  beof  fcrvicc,  I  would  come  forward.  I  did  fo  upon  the  fub- 
je<f>  ,;f  the  AifclVed  Taxes — I  rcfilted  that  tax,  becaufe  I  thought  it 
moft  unequal  and  moft  unfair  ;  highly  opprefllvc  on  the  middling 
cla(rcs,  and  favouring  the  rich.  I  came  forward  again,  becaufe  I 
imagined  that  your  Lordfhips,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  affairs,  might  think 
that  the  Adminiftration  of  the  country  ought  no  longer  to  be  trufted 
to  fuch  hands — I  then  meant  to  retire,  as  I  now  do,  convinced, 
that  by  remaining  I  can  do  no  good ;  ready,  however,  to  return 
whenever  I  can  hope  to  be  of  any  fervice. 

After  the  feverc  punifhment,  which  has  to-night  been  infiiAed 
on  the  proprietor  and  printer  of  a  newfpaper,  it  may  not  be  unfair  to 
complain  of  the  foul  calufnnies  which  are  heaped  by  the  under- 
lings, or,  I  know  not  what  to  call  them,  of  Government,  on  every 
man  who  oppofes  the  meafures  of  Adminiftration.'  The  bafcft 
afperfions  and  the  moft  fcandalous  infinuations  are  lavifhed  on  all, 
who  have  too  much  fpirit  to  fubmit  to  the  ads  and  opinions  of  the 
prefent  Miniftry.  From  the  quantity  and  the  quality  of  this  abafe, 
one  would  think  that  they,  who  were  engaged  in  it,  were  confcious 
that  the  honeft  cxet^rifc  of  their  talents  would  not  entitle  them  to  the 
pay,  which  they  received  from  their  employers,  and  that,  in  ojder  to 
earn  it  fairly,  they  muft  extend  their  calunKiies  by  courting  and  gra* 
tifying  the  malignity  of  the  Public.     Wt  have  bctn  charged  witk 
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attempting  to  inflame  the  people  by  our  fpeeches  ;  we  have  been 
charged  with  wifhing  to  fuccced  the  prefent  Minifters,  and  with 
hofiility  to  the  Confiitution.  Tbefe  things  have  produced  fome 
tScA.  The  people  have  been  taught  to  believe  that,  which  our 
accufers  themfelves  know  to  be  falfe.  It  may  be  faid  that  we 
ought  not  to  regard  thefe  calumnies,  and  ought  to  perfevere  in  doing 
our  duty.  It  becomes  a  queftion,  however,  what  is  our  duty.  Such 
defpicable  calumnies  certainly  ought  to  be  treated  with  contempt. 
But  if,  infiead  of  counteradiing  the  encroachments  of  Minifiers,  our 
attendance  has  no  other  cflieA  but  to  fanfiion  their  abutes,  and  teach 
the  people  to  believe  that  they  have  no  alternative  but  to  chufe  be- 
tween the  prefent  Minifters  and  thofe  with  whom  I  ad,  I  (hould 
confider  that  attendance  as  not  only  nugatory,  but  mifchievous.  By 
publicly  relinquiihing  the  competition  imputed  to  us,  we  fliall  prove^ 
at  leaft,  that  this  part  of  the  general  calumny  is  ill  founded.  By 
withdrawing  the  attention  of  the  country  from  us,  and  fixing  it 
upon  Minifters,  we  are  defirous  that  the  people  (hould  refled  that 
no  evil  can  be  greater  than  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  Minifteri 
in  office.  Then  they  will  find  men  able  to  condudt  their  aflairs, 
men  fitted  to  conciliate  Ireland*  to  obtain  peace  ;  men,  in  whoitl  th« 
French  will  have  no  title  to  think  that  conceflion  is  weaknefs.  We 
hold  a  Reform  in  Parliament  to  be  neceflary.  We  know  that  the 
meafure  is  very  unfavourably  received  by  th<5  majority.  We  arc 
^convinced,  however,  that  without  it  the  country  can  never  be  placed 
upon  a  good  footing.  We  (tand  pledged  to  take  no  (hare  in  any 
Adminiflration  in  which  this  is  not  the  leading  objedt.  In  faying 
this,  however,  I  am  ready  to  confefs,  that  there  are  fome  meafurc» 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  more  immediately  urgent  than  Parlia* 
mentary  Reform — a  peace  with  France,  the  conciliation  of  Ireland, 
with  the  quellion  of  Catholic  Emancipation  and  Parliamentary  Re- 
form in  that  country.  While  I  admit  this,  ^however,.  I  hold  91 
Parliamentary  Reform  here  to  be  eflential  to  the  falvation  of  tfa« 
State.  With  thefe  fentiments  I  declare  that  I  (hall  never  make 
one  of  any  Adminiftration',  with  which  Parliamentary  Reform  is  not 
4  leading  objeS,  and  that,  if  the  meafure  failed,  I  would  not  con* 
tinue  in  ofiice.  This  I  fay  merely  in  anfwer  to  the  charge  of  being 
a  candidate  for  office ;  for  I  (hould  be  afhamcd  to  talk  of  myftU^ 
as  fit  for  any  ofiice,  in  any  other  view.  On  this  fubje6i  Llikewife 
declare,  that  the  fpecific  plan,  propofed  la(t  year  in  another  place, 
has  my  concurrence.  I  will  fay  far^ther,  that  without  a  peace  with 
France,  without  conciliation  with  Ireland,  Parliamentary  Reform 
CQuld  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  country  ;  while  the  latter  i»  necef- 
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iaiy  to  fccure  and  to  improve  the  benefits  of  the  former.  There 
may  hp  men  of  talents  and  integrity  perfedly  well  qualified  for  the 
firft  oflkes  of  the  State,  who  would  not  eonfider  Parliamentary  Re- 
form asa  nocefiary  ingredient  in.tlieir  fydem.  Such  men  I  ihould 
oongratubUe  on  their  boldnefs  in  undertaking  die  condud  of  poUie 
afiairs  on  fudi  terms.  So  long,  however,  as  they  aded  for  the 
public  advantage,  they  (hould  have  my  fupport,  though  I  (houlfl 
refinrve  to  royfdf  the  right  of  bringing  forward  the  queftion  of  Par- 
liamentary RefornQi  Whenever  the  proper  monnent  arrived.  Tfcefe 
calumnbitors,  not  content  with  the  charges  I  have  already  alluded 
to,  have  alfo  dared  to  infinuate  that  I  am  not  averfe  to  the  fuccefs 
of  the  French  in  their  defign^  againli  this  country.  Much  as  I  de- 
fpife  the  authors  of  thefe  attacks,  I  think  it  neetifiry  Iq  repel  a  ca- 
lumny to  flagitious  to  me,  and  fo  dangerous  in  another  view;  I 
.cannot  help  confidertng  it  as  a  dtfadvantage  to  this  country  to  hold 
out  to  th^  enemy  that,  on  landing  here,  they  would  find  fupporters. 
Yet  fuch  are  the  falfehoods,  which  thefe  calumniators  aflert ;  fuch 
are  the  m^ans,  by  which  they  encourage  the  French  to  make  the  at- 
tempt.  After  they  have,  by  their  own  falfehoods,  induced  the 
enemy  to  judge  unfavourably  of  the  temper  of  many  people,  here, 
they  turn  round  and  impute  the  blame  of  encouragement  of  thofe, 
againft  whom  they  forged  the  original  calumny,  and  afcribe  to  us 
thofe  impreflionsof  the  enemy,  which  they  have  occafioned.  But, 
in  cafe  of  invalion,  who  would  be  the  men,  from  whom  the  Direc- 
tory might  flatter  themfelves  with  afliftance  ?  Would  it  not  be 
from  thofe  ^mean  fycophants  of  power,  who  follow  every  change, 
who  have  alternately  been  the  creatures  of  every  one  in  authority » 
and  whofe  loyalty  , 

"  Is  the  blind  inftinvS  that  c/ouchcs  to  the  rod,^ 
*'  And  licks  the  foot  that  treads  it  in  the  dud,?'* 

Every  man  in  the  country  muft  know  that,  if  the  French  were  to 
fucceed,  we  (hould  be  the  moft  degraded  and  abfolute  flaves  that 
ever  exited.  No  rational  man  can  believe  that  they,  who  oppofr 
Adminift ration,  could  for  a  moment  abet  the  deligns  of  an  invading 
enemy  :  th^t  they,  who  have  conftantly  contended  for  the  liberties 
of  their  countrymen,  would  join  an  enemy,  whofe  avowed  objed  is 
to  dedroy  them.  What  then  can  we  think  of  Mihifters,  when  we 
fee  them  encouraging  thefe  bafe  calutnnics  ?  What  (hall  we  think, 
when  we  fee  them  holding  out  a  noble  perfon,  whom  no  man  cvcf 
did  or  ever  could  fufpect  of  difloyalty  to  his  Sovereign,  pr  treachery 
R>  bis  country,  as  uniit  to  be  trufled  wiih  arms  &r-  tli^r  dcfetux  ^ 
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Of  this  fabjedV,  however,  it  would  be  irregtriar  to  fay  more  on  the 
prefcnt  occafion,  as  it  would  more  naturally  form  a  feparatc  conlidcra- 
tion.  Yet  fuch  calumnies  as  this  did  thecreatures-of  MiniQersinduf- 
trioufly  propagate.  I  mention  them  only  to  (how,  that  no  man  can 
jtate  any  (hare  in  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  Adminiflration,  with-' 
out  being  in  this  manner  ftigmatifed.  No  man  can  place  his  honour 
in  their  hands,  without  being  certain  that,  if  he  ventures  to  oppofe 
their  meafures,  they  Will  ufe  their  beft  endeavours  to  deflroy  it. 

My  Lords,  determined,  as  I  am,  never  by  any  a<^  of  mine  to 
contribute  to  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war ;  fttU,  if  we  are 
attacked  by  the  enemy,  I  will  be  among  the  foremoft  to  maintain 
the  liberties  of  my  country  agatnft  all  opprcflbrs,  tyrants,  and  in- 
vaders. If  the  French  (hould  appear  upon  the  coaft  in  f;rcc,  I 
(hall  be  proud  and  eager  to. receive  the  commands  of  His  Majefty, 
Tegardlefs  of  (ituation,  and  only  anxious  to  be  placed  where  the 
conteft  is  the  hotteil.  I  never  will  fight  for  the  prefent  Miniftcrs, 
for  I  know  of  no  more  decided  enemies  to  their  Country  and  their 
King,  than  they  are»  I  may,  for  the  moment,  fufpend  my  oppo- 
(ition  to  them,  but  it  will  only  be  for  a  moment.  When  I  return, 
I  return  as  decided  a  foe  to  them  as  ever.  I  abhor  their  condudt, 
I  deteft  their  principles,  and  againft  the  fyftem,  upon  which  they 
have  a£led,  I  vow  eternal  enmity.  If  ever  an  unmanly  timidity 
(hould  make  me  enter  into  an  alliance  with  them,  if  ever  bafe  fear 
(hould  induce  me  to  join  with'  them  in  oppreiTing  my  country,  may 
the  juft  indignation  of  the  people  purfue  me,  may  the  deteftation  of 
the  world  be  my  lot,  and  may  the  Great  Creator  pour  down  his 
heavieft  curies  upon  my  apoftate  head ! 

I  now  beg  leave  to  move  your  Lordfhips,  **  That  an  humble 
Addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  mod  humbly  to  reprefent, 
that,  from  the  commencement  ot^ihe  war  to  the  prefent  moment. 
His  Maje(ty's  Minifters  have  had  all  the  advantages,  which  could 
be  derived  from  the  entire  confidence  and  fupport  of  Parliament ; 
that  this  confidence  and  fupport  have  given  them  the  unlimited  com- 
'  mand  and  difpofalof  the  power  and  revenue  of  thefe  kingdoms; 
that  with  means  profufely  furnifhed  to  obtain  fuccefs,  the  councils, 
which  have  had  the  dire£lion  of  tiiis  power  and  the  application  of 
thefe  refources,  have  been  attended  with  no  cfiFed  but  to  exalt 
France  to  her  prefent  formidable  greatnefs,  and  in  the  fame  propor- 
.  tion  to  impair  the  relative  fituation  of  Great  Britain,  to  expofe  her, 
with  reduced  firength  and  diminilhed  refources,  to  all  thofe  dangers, 
which  it  was  alledged  could  be  averted  only  by  an  early  and  fuccefs- 
ful  combination  to  refift  the  principles,  as  well  as  the  power,  of  the 
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French  Govomnienr ;  and,  alter  an  murvailing  estpetioe  of  blood 
and  treafurey  to  compel  His  Majcfty's  Mlniftcrs  to  open  3  nego- 
tiation for  peace  by  a  total  dereliction  of  all  the  prioctpIeSy  on  ^ich 
the  war  was  faid  to  be  unavoidable,  and  by  fiibmitcing  to  aban- 
don thofe  fafeguards  and  defences,  whtch,  in  the  edtly  period  of 
hoftilitiesy  were  inlifted  on  as  ahfolutely  indi^|)enlable  lo  the  feeu- 
rity  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

**  That,  without  lookmg  back  to  the  caufes  of  the  .war »  cur  in- 
quiring whether  it  might,  or  might  not  have  bo^  avoided,  and  re- 
fervirig  for  another  moment  all  confideratton  of  the  charges,  wfeidi 
may  hereafter  be  brought  againft  thofe  perfons,  who  origi  natty  ad- 
vifed  His  Majcfly  not  to  acknowledge  the  Republic  of  France,  or 
to  liften  to  any  terms  of  accommodation,  we  think  it  oar  duty  hum- 
bly td  lay  before  His  MajeOy  the  (ituation,  in  which  we  are  now 
placed. 

"  We  are  awed  by  the  refult  of  the  war  itfclf,  and.afloniflied  at 
the  concluiion  drawn  from  it  by  His  Majefty's  Miniflers,  who  with 
all  the  means  of  vigorous  attack,  have  reduced  us  to  a  Rate  of  pfv- 
carious  defence,  yet  i^ill  have  the  confidence  to  affert,  that  in  the 
fame  councils,  which  have  proved  fo  incompetent  in  pro(pcrtty  to 
direct  with  advantage  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  the  beft  means  are 
to  be  found!of  relief  and  fccurity  in  our  prefent  difficulty  and  dif- 
trcfs,  and  that  we  are  i^ill  to  look  to  them  alone  for  the  attainment 
of  a  fafc  and  honourable  peace.  ' 

"  That  this  Houfe,  and  every  member  of  it,  is  ready  to  provide 
for  a  vigorous  defence  of  the  country,  and  will  not  (brink  from  any 
perfonal  difficulty  or  danger,  that  may  attend  the  performance  of 
this  duty  ;  that,  whatever  differences  may  exift  with  regard  to  the 
principles  and  policy  of  our .  internal  Government,  wc  arc  deter- 
mined ^t)6  unanimous  in  our  refolution  to  refifl  all  fordgn  tntevfe- 
rence.  But  inilrudted  as  we  are  by  a  long  ieries  of  events,  and 
corre61ed  by  experience,  we  are  bound  by  our  duty,  and  compelled 
by  neceifity,  to  fubmit  to  His  MajeOy  our  humble  opinion,  that  the 
fituation  of  (he  country  is  too  critical,  and  the  dangers  thacfurround 
it  are  too  ferious,  to  admit  bf  any  farther  trial  of  the  (ame  councils, 
which  have  cohitantly  failed,  or  of  the  fame  perfons  for  whofe  con- 
tinuance in  office,  notwiihi^anding  the  heavy  and  unanfwered  chaigcs 
which  have  been  brought  againft  them,  even  themfolves  have  nb- 
thing  to  plead  but  a  feeble  unavailing  rectitude  of  ifltention  coa- 
fiantly  overpowered  by  the  fuperior  policy  and  vigour  of  the  eneeny i 
or  a  pretended  apprehcnfion,  equally  fiilfe  and  malignant,  of  the  <ie. 
figns  and  principles  of  thofe>  whom  His  Majefly  might  ajppoint  to 
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fuccced  them  in  the  admintftration  of  public  affairs  ;  as  if  in  the 
preient  Cabinet  were  to  be  found  the  only  efficient  peifonsy  whoTe 
loyaky  and  attachment  to  the  Confiitution  were  free  from  all 
fufpicton. 

Tha€  lamenting,  as  we  do,  the  failure  of  the  late  negotiations 
for  peace,  we  befeech  His  Majcfty  fcrioufly  to  rcfleS,  whether, 
when  condufied  by  his  prcfent  Minifters,  there  could  be  any  rea- 
fonable  hope  of  fuccefs.  We  have  not  forgotten  their  haughty  and 
fupercilious  reje6iion  of  all  ofiers  of  accommodation  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  hofiilities,  and  we  too  well  remember  the  terms 
of  inveterate  and  irirconcileable  enmity,  on  which  the  contcft  was 
placed  at  the  outfet,  and  on  which  it  has  ever  fince  been  condu6)ed, 
to  hope  for  any  conciliatory  difpofition  between  the  enemy  and  the 
original  advifers  of  the  war.  We  cannot  be  furprifed  that  any 
overture,  which  may  now  be  made  by  HisMajcfty's  Minifters,  after 
having  wilfully  negle<Sled  or  infolently  refufed  every  favourable  op- 
portunity of  negotiation,  (hould  be  received  as  an  acknowledgement 
of  weaknefs  and  diftrefs  rather  than  as  a  proof  of  a  fincere  difpofi- 
tion  to  peace. 

' "  Farther,  to  reprefent  to  His  Majefty,  that  the  fituation  of  the 
country  is  in  all  refpeds  pregnant  with  dangers,  unknown  at  any 
former  period  ;  our  domeftic  diftrefs  is  great,  and  is  hourly  incr^a- 
ling ;  the  principles  of  our  free  Conftituticn  have  been  viohted,  and 
fome  of  the  moft  eflential  fecuricies  of  our  liberties  dcftroycd  ;  the 
conne<£Hon  with  our  fifter  kingdom  is  threatened  with  diflfolution, 
and  all  the  foundations  of  our  importance  and  power  in  Europe  are 
rendered  precarious  and  uncertain.  To  extricate  us  from  fuch  dif- 
ficulties requires  much  fortitude  and  wifdom  ;  for  thefe  qualities 
we  cannot  look  to  His  Majefty's  prefent  advifers  ;  under  them  we 
cannot  hope  for  a  fuccefsful  profecution  of  the  war,  dill  lefs  for  the 
conclufion  of  a  fccure  and  equitable  peace. 

"  We,  therefore,  fubmit  this  our  humble  reprefentation  to  His 
Majefty,  trufting  that  His  Majefty  will  fee,  as  we  do,  the  urgent 
and  indiipenfable  ncceflity  of  employing  other  perfons,  and  of  adopt- 
ing other  councils." 


In  reply  to  Lord  GRENVILLE,   and  other  Lords,  the  Duke  of 

BEDFORD  /aid 

My  Lords,  fatigued  and  exhaufted  as  I  am,  I  mnfi  content  my- 
elf  with  fbortly  taking  notice  of  the  general  conduct  of  thofe,  who 
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have  fpokenagainft  the  motion  I  have  fubmitted  to  you.     I  wifli  it  ' 
were  in  my  power  to  enter  into  it  more  fully  ;  for  I  (hould  have 
liked  to  have  expofed  the  miferable  ihifts,  which  Minifters  are  re- 
duced to,  in  the  hope  of  averting  the  juft  refentment  of  an  injured 
people  for  a  few  months  longer.     The  time  cannot  be  very  diftanCj 
when  they  muft  feel  the  effeds  of  it.     My  Lords,  the  noUe  Secre- 
tary of  State,  inftcad  of  anfwering  arguments,  is  obliged^  to  refort,  as 
ufualy  to  pcrfonalities.     Inftcad  of  proving  his  merit  or  his  inno- 
cence,  he  endeavours  to  identify  himfelf  with  the  two  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament, to  unite  ihe  country  in  hiscaufe,  and  to  involve  it  in  his 
fate.     He  has  had  recourfe  to*  his  natural  talent  for  mifreprefenta- 
tion.     I  truft,  however,  the  fa£ts  and  aiguments,  which  I  have 
fubmitted  to  yoor  confideration,  will  remain  in  your  memory  as  they 
were  Aated  by  myfelf,  and  not  as  they  have  been  reprefented  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.     I  mud  confefs  that,  if  I  had  wanted  any  addi- 
tional rcafon  for  abfenting  myfelf,  what  has  happened   this  night 
•  would  have  furnilhed  me  with  it.      For  as  long  as  I  remain  here, 
I  perceive,  I  (hall  enable  Minifters  to  elude  the  difcuflion  of  public 
meafures,  by  diverting  your  attention  towards  my  conduA,  and  to 
that  of  the  perfuns,  with  whom  I  have  the  happmefs  to  z&.     My 
Ix^rds,  the  queAion  now  before  you  relates  to  the  condud  of  Mi- 
niflers.     The  fubje6t,  that  ought  to  employ  your  thoughts,  is  the 
flate  of  the  country  ;  and  to  the  confideration  of  thefe  fubjeds  I 
Ihall  leave  you. '    I  (hould  be  forry  to  amufe  or  delude  the  people 
by  ufclcfs  debates  in  this  Houfe.     If  they  will  fieadily  fix  their 
eyes  on  the  meafufes  of  Minifters,  without  regard  to   afperfions 
thrown  on  this  or  that  individual,  I  believe  they  will  fee  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  reforting  to  other  councils.     My  Lords,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debate,  many  calumnious  infinuations  have  been  thrown  out. 
That  the  Secretary  of  State  (hould  thus  attack  me  does  not  furprife 
me  ;  for  I  am  accuftomed  to  it :  but  that  other  Lords,  whofe  cha- 
radler  for  honour  and  independence  I  have  no  right  to  queftion, 
(hould  bring  (orward  fuch  accufations,  that  they  (hould  chaige  me 
with  that,  which  in  their  hearts  they  cannot  believe  to  be  true,  I 
muft  confefs  al^onidics  me.     My  Lords,  among  other  dhaf]ges  it 
has  been  faid,  that  I  have,  in  bringing  forward  the  fubje6l  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform,  refortcd  to  intrigue  and  management,  and  that  I 
have  formed  a  myfterious  and  aenigmatical  connexion  with  the  Cbr- 
refponding  Society-— a  fociety  who,  we  are  told,  are  friends  to  the 
French,   and  traitors  to  their  country.     I  know  not,  itiy  Lords, 
whether  you  approve  or  whether  you  will  cenfure  me,  whether  it 
will  create  furprize,  or  whether  you  will  think  it  the  mofi  natural 
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courfe  for  me  to  purfue ;  but.to  fuch  charges  I  (hall  make  no  an- 

fwer.     There  are  minj,  my  Lords^  who  in  their  earlieft  infancy 

imbibe  true  principles  of  honour  ;  as  they  grow  up  it  is  inftilled  into 

their-  minds,  and  in  their  riper  years  it  is  brought  to  maturity. 

They,  I  am  fure,  would  deem  it  inconiiftent  with  that  honour  to 

refoxt  to  intrigue  and  management  in  any  cafe.     To  form  a  myfte- 

rious  and  s^nigmatical  conne6lion  with  any  fet  of  men,  they  would 

hold  to  be  difgraceful.     I  entertain  no  fear  of  their  fufpicions.    For 

it  is  the  peculiar  charaderiftic  of  true  honour,  never  to  fufpeft  with- 

out  foundation.     There  are  others,  who  may  think  themfelvcs  juf- 

tified  in  reforting  to  fuch  pra£Hces.     By  them  I  may  indeed  be  fuf- 

peded  ;  for  they  will  ever  judge  of  others  by  themfelves.     To  the 

opinions  of  fuch  perfons  I  feel  perfectly  indifferent.     I  feel  perfe£My 

indifferent,  becaufe  I  am  fiill  of  confidence,  that  from  their  infinua- 

tions  I  (hall  not  fuffer  in  the  eftimatton  of  any  man,  whofi:  good 

opinion  I  ihould  be  anxious  topreferve. 


THE  END  OF  THI  SEVENTH  VOLUME. 
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